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*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

In order to ensure value-for-money and to protect the investment that Canadians are making
to infrastructure projects, we propose that the government mandate the use of full Life Cycle
Assessments for procurement decisions under the new Building Canada Plan.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

unknown

Immediately

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Our recommendation does not require additional funds, it requires that existing funds are
allocated by using LCA tools in decision making processes. Budget 2013 indicated that
overall, the new Building Canada plan, combined with other federal infrastructure
investments, will result in $70 billion in federal infrastructure funding over 10 years, the largest
federal investment in job-creating infrastructure in Canadian history.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The growing attention to Canada’s infrastructure deficit is a tremendously positive
development. All levels of governments face enormous challenges in managing public debt
and investing in infrastructure. By utilizing investment decision tools like LCA, all levels of
government will benefit by having more money available for other infrastructure priorities and
having better quality projects completed. As infrastructure needs impact all Canadians, our
proposal would have positive impact on all Canadians using such infrastructure as well as
more jobs in the construction industry.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

By integrating the concept of sustainability and cost effectiveness to maximize value, all
Canadian are better off with improved infrastructure investments. We will be ensuring that new
projects contribute to achieving Canada’s sustainable development objectives — a strong
economy, a safe, secure and productive society and a healthy environment. In addition,
improving the value-for-money proposition for infrastructure means the potential for more
projects to be completed, which means more direct and indirect employment in both the
construction industry and materials industries that supply it.

Topic: Innovation and commercialization

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Innovation and sustainability have led to our introduction of a new cement called Contempra
(Portland Limestone Cement). This CSA approved and National Building Code referenced
cement product has as much as a 10% smaller GHG footprint than General Use cement. We
believe, based on a life cycle perspective, that the Federal Government should mandate the
use of this new and equivalent cement as a substitute for of general use cement as part of its
commitment to identifying cost effective solutions to reducing GHGs.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

unknown

Immediately




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Our recommendation does not require new funding or reallocation of existing funding.
Currently the federal government is a significant consumer of cement and concrete in projects
across the country. In all of these projects where cement is used, our recommendation is for
the government to specify Contempra instead of general use cement.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The use of Contempra cement has as much as a 10% smaller GHG footprint than general use
cement, and is equivalent in performance. Therefore, all Canadians benefit from the
substitution of this cement as the environment is the primary beneficiary. The cement
manufacturing industry in Canada is actively contributing to climate change solutions, and
lower carbon cement use by governments will benefit the domestic industry.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

The Cement Association of Canada supports efforts by governments to address global climate
change through the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. By making a simple
substitution of Contempra cement, the government will be contributing to all Canadians
objectives of cleaner air and reduced environmental impacts.

Topic:  Transportation and communication

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

The transportation sector is the largest contributor of GHG emissions in Canada, with a
majority originating from road transportation. Appropriately applied, concrete pavements offer
the opportunity for investment in durable, sustainable infrastructure while also achieving the
additional objective of enhancing sustainability. Concrete highways represent a sustainable
infrastructure solution to the transportation emissions policy debate. Concrete highways are

cost-effective and environmentally responsible, and should be the first choice for public
highway investments.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

unknown

Immediately

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your

recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Our recommendation does not require new funding, it relates to the choice of building
materials that will be used in existing allocations for road and highway projects.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Wherever highways are constructed or remediated, the choice to build in concrete will result in
benefits in all areas where these choices can be made. There will be no loss or gain in jobs,
the investments in roads will still be made. The transportation sector will receive the primary

benefits through lower fuel consumption and roads that require less maintenance, last years
longer and result in greater productivity.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Canada is a vast and expansive country requiring an extensive network of roads and highways
to connect our communities and facilitate commerce. Canadians depend on safe, efficient
highways to move people and transport goods to destinations within Canada and to our largest
trading partner, the United States. Over the past two decades, our National Highway System
has deteriorated due to inadequate public funding. As a result of better and longer lasting
concrete highways, all Canadians would benefit from increased productivity.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

Cement and concrete are a critical component of Canada’s infrastructure today and strategic
assets in sustainable infrastructure investments for the future. Strong, safe, durable, energy
efficient and resilient in the face of Canada’s diverse and changing climate, cement and
concrete are used in projects ranging from concrete highways and bridges to green buildings,
water infrastructure and countless others. In addressing the challenges of sustained
economic recovery and creating quality employment opportunities, there is no question that
investing in sustainable infrastructure is a significant part of the solution.

Infrastructure investments today are the foundation of tomorrow’s economy and as such we
need to think not only how, and how fast infrastructure investments are spent, but also how
well they are spent. For example, numerous municipalities, provinces and federal policies
now incorporate "green” procurement or policies for new or renovated buildings — attempting
to extract environmental value from these public expenditures. This is a good start, but not
enough. Powerful tools now exists that allow us to go beyond “lowest cost” or even “smallest
environmental impact” decision making toward more holistic, triple bottom line decision
making that maximizes the economic, social and environmental benefits of our infrastructure.
The motto of such an approach is “build it once, build it right, build it to last”. In this way, we
will be ensuring that new projects contribute to achieving Canada’s sustainable development
objectives — a strong economy, a safe, secure and productive society and a healthy
environment.

To secure the legacy of these investments in the renewal and expansion of public
infrastructure in Canada, government should embed a life-cycle assessment based
procurement process that integrates the concept of sustainability and cost effectiveness to
maximize value. In other words, decisions around infrastructure investment should integrate
up-front construction costs, long term maintenance costs as well as the environmental and
societal value of these investments over the life-span of infrastructure projects.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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