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Topic:  Education and skills training

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

As with most OECD members, Canada’s future depends on its ability to replace an aging
workforce to meet its economic goals. Canada has an advantage with its rapidly growing
Aboriginal population. Canada’s Aboriginal population is growing at six-times the rate of the
non-Aboriginal population. Training and job skills must be made available to this rapidly
growing demographic of the Canadian labour force. Canada must remove the funding cap on

increases to the Post-Secondary Student Support Program and ensure that every eligible First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis learner is provided funding.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

$10 million-$99.9 million

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The Centre for the Study of Living Standards concluded that closing the educational gap
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians—a cost of $253 million per year— would

lead to an additional $179 billion in direct GDP growth, and over $400 billion in total growth
over the next twenty years.

Funding for this recommendation ($88 million of the $253 million per year contemplated
above) could be allocated from a reduction in tax credits offered to mineral resource
extraction companies to offset provincial/territorial mining taxes and royalties.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

The funding disbursed through the Post-Secondary Student Support Program (PSSSP) has a
proven track record for those who can access it. Most aboriginal students who are able to
receive funding through the PSSSP succeed in completing their studies and go on to find
meaningful work. Regardless of their place of residence, the majority of aboriginal graduates
return to work in their communities and are employed in their field of study, achieving

economic self-reliance and helping to develop healthy and stable communities while improving
the Canadian economy.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Investments in post-secondary education should provide essential improvements to the well
being of aboriginal peoples and communities. It is estimated that over 300,000 Aboriginal
youth could enter the labour force in the next 15 years alone. It is essential for Canada to
realise the benefits of a highly trained labour market and ensure Aboriginal learners access to

training comparable to the non-Aboriginal learners enhancing Canada’s economic
competitiveness.

Topic: Education and skills training

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

At present, non-status First Nations and Métis students are not covered under the same
federal policy as status First Nations and Inuit students. Aboriginal Affairs and Northern
Development Canada's Post-Secondary Education Programs is not available to these
students, leaving many without the financial resources necessary to pursue post-secondary
education. The federal government should, in cooperation with Aboriginal organisations,

develop a plan to extend non-repayable student financial assistance to Métis and Non-Status
First Nations.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S$100 million -$499.9 million

5 or more years




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

The Centre for the Study of Living Standards concluded that closing the educational gap
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians—a cost of $253 million per year— would
lead to an additional $179 billion in direct GDP growth, and over $400 billion in total growth
over the next twenty years.

Funding for this recommendation ($165 million of the the $253 million per year contemplated
above) could be allocated from a reduction in tax credits offered to mineral resource extraction
companies to offset provincial/territorial mining taxes and royalties.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

According to the 2006 census, 33% of the total Aboriginal population in Canada is Métis, the
second largest Aboriginal population in the country.

Non-Status First Nations and Métis face similar socioeconomic conditions and face the same
challenges in accessing post-secondary education as First Nations and Inuit peoples. On
average, income levels remain lower than the general population, with Non-Status First
Nations and Métis earning 75% of the average income of the total population.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

The gap in post-secondary participation can be attributed to significant and complex barriers
that Aboriginal students face on the path to higher education. Research has found that
Aboriginal students are largely debt-averse and are more reluctant to access loan-based
programs if they are in financial need. They are often mature students who are more likely to
have dependents and face higher costs such as childcare and relocation. This severely limits
access to financial resources for families to pay for the rising costs of college or university.

Topic:  Education and skills training

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Aboriginal educators and leaders have developed and delivered courses and curricula in
Aboriginal controlled institutes across the country that reflect the perspectives and foundations
of their traditions and world views. These important changes have led to increased

numbers of relevant educational institutes. The federal government should continue to support
Aboriginal controlled education by increasing long-term, sustainable core funding for
Aboriginal-controlled institutions.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

S1 million-4.9 million

5 or more years

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your

recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Funding for this recommendation could be allocated from a reduction in tax credits offered to

mineral resource extraction companies to offset provincial/territorial mining taxes and
royalties.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Unique Indigenous methodologies utilised in Aboriginal-controlled institutions strengthen the
identities of Aboriginal students and have dramatically improved opportunities for success -
strengthening the confidence and self-determination of Aboriginal communities.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Canadians have long seen post-secondary education as a way to improve their standard of
living and develop a more equitable society. While the educational attainment of the Canadian
population has been steadily increasing since the 1950’s, Aboriginal peoples’ participation has
not risen to comparable levels. A lack of necessary resources and support to pursue
educational opportunities is one of many barriers that have prevented Canada’s Aboriginal
peoples’ from achieving socioeconomic equality with other Canadians.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

The formation of the state of Canada, both historically and legally, is based on treaties between
Aboriginal peoples and colonial European nations. To this day, all Canadians
remain an active party to treaties and are bound by their established rights and responsibilities.

The rights of Aboriginal peoples were first asserted in the Royal Proclamation of 1763, which
stated that use of Aboriginal land was to be negotiated with Aboriginal nations and could only be
acquired by treaty or purchase by the Crown. Among other commitments, Aboriginal peoples
were to be provided an education in exchange for the use of their land and natural

resources.

Responsibility for providing this education was assumed by the federal government under the
British North America Act of 1867. However, until the 1940s, First Nations peoples had to give
up their status and rights as a “registered Indian” in order to attend a post-secondary institution.

The establishment of education as a treaty right was reaffirmed in treaties signed in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Further, section 35 of the 1982 Canadian Constitution
recognises and affirms the treaty rights and inherent rights of Aboriginal peoples. In order for
the federal government to continue enjoying the rights it gained from signed treaties, it must
also live up to its responsibilities and recognize education as a treaty right, an inherent right,
and a human right.

During the last half-century, the challenges faced by Aboriginal students have been the subject
of a vast amount of government and nongovernmental organization research. By 2002, it is
estimated that over 6,000 reports on First Nations education had been tabled before
governments and since then, several thousand additional reports have been issued.

Of particular note, the multi-party Parliamentary Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development tabled a report entitled “No Higher Priority: Aboriginal Post-Secondary
Education in Canada” in 2007. The report outlined ten recommendations for improving access
for Aboriginal peoples, including increasing funding for the Post-Secondary Student Support
Program (PSSSP) and extending eligibility to non-status First

Nations and Métis students.

Unfortunately, the report has not led to action. Instead of acknowledging barriers to
postsecondary education unique to Aboriginal peoples, the federal government’s response

to the report was to continue to ignore its responsibilities. The government has offloaded

its responsibilities to Aboriginal students and their families by continuing to allow tuition fees to
increase and programs to remain underfunded.

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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