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Topic:  Education and skills training

*Recommendation 1: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

That the program length eligibility criteria for students to qualify for grants under the Canada
Student Grants Program be lowered to a minimum of 12 weeks. Under current regulations,
eligible students must be enrolled full-time in a program that is at least two years in duration
(60 weeks) at a designated post-secondary institution.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your

recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

$10 million-$99.9 million

1 year

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

We estimate that this change to the Canada Student Grants Program would cost $28 million.
However, this cost would be offset by increased tax revenues. Because the average student
at one of our member schools enjoys a rise in annual income of $10,000, the government's
tax revenues would correspondingly increase. Including this offset, the initial cost to the
government would be about $25.2 million in the first year. Over time this cost would be further

offset by more jobs, higher salaries, less dependence on social services and increased tax
revenues.




Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

Students, particularly low-income students and those with dependants. Career colleges and
some other institutions offer intensive short-term training, allowing students to return to work
sooner. Yet these students, who are often among those most in need of financial assistance,
are prevented from accessing the Canada Student Grant because their programs average
only 40 weeks in length. The effect of this situation is that financially vulnerable students are
actually punished for enrolling in programs that will get them trained and back into the
workforce sooner.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

In 2011, the average career college turned away 93 students due to financial hardship. As the
average program length offered by our colleges is 40 weeks, these students were ineligible for
Canada Student Grant funding. We estimate that lowering the minimum program length to 12
weeks would allow 40,000 Canadians to finish their training and enter the work force. With an
average of 87% of grads from our schools finding jobs in their field of study following
graduation, the standard of living for these often financially vulnerable Canadians would
increase and more skilled jobs would be filled.

Topic: Please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 2: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu




Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.

Topic:  please select from the pull-down menu

Recommendation 3: Please provide a short summary of your recommendation.




Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is
related.

Please select from the drop down menu

Please select from the drop down menu

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

Intended beneficiaries: Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc.




Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided
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