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® (1535)
[English]

The Clerk of the Committee (Mr. Michael MacPherson):
Honourable members of the committee, [ see a quorum.

I must inform members that the clerk of the committee can only
receive motions for the election of the chair. The clerk cannot re-
ceive other types of motions and cannot entertain points of order or
participate in debate.

We can now proceed to the election of the chair. Pursuant to
Standing Order 106(2), the chair must be a member of the govern-
ment party.

I am ready to receive motions for the chair.

Go ahead, Mr. Généreux.

Mr. Bernard Généreux (Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouras-
ka—Riviere-du-Loup, CPC): I propose that Joél Lightbound be
the chair.

[Translation]

The Clerk: It is moved by Mr. Généreux that Jo€l Lightbound be
elected Chair of the committee.

Are there any further motions?

I see none.
[English]

Pursuant to the House order of Thursday, November 25, 2021, I
will now proceed to a recorded division, unless we have general
consent. I'm seeing consent.

(Motion agreed to)
The Clerk: I declare Joél Lightbound duly elected chair of the
committee.

The Chair (Mr. Joél Lightbound (Louis-Hébert, Lib.)): That
was one of the easiest elections I've gone through thus far in my po-
litical career.

[Translation]

I want to thank you for the trust you have placed in me and for
electing me unopposed.
[English]

I will try to be a chair who is polite, respectful, and even-handed.

I will do this job with honour and, most of the time, enthusiasm. I
might make a few mistakes, so you've been warned.

It's my first time chairing the committee, so I look forward to it.
Thank you very much.

[Translation]

The floor goes to the clerk for the election of the vice-chairs.
The Clerk: Pursuant to Standing Order 106(2), the first vice-
chair must be a member of the official opposition.

I am now ready to receive motions for the position of first vice-
chair.

[English]
Hon. Ed Fast (Abbotsford, CPC): I nominate Michael Kram.

The Clerk: It has been moved by Mr. Fast that Mr. Michael
Kram be elected first vice-chair of the committee.

Are there any further motions?
Some hon. members: No.

The Clerk: Shall I proceed to a recorded division, or does the
committee have consent? I'm seeing consent.

(Motion agreed to)

The Clerk: I declare MP Michael Kram duly elected as the first
vice-chair of the committee.
® (1540)
[Translation]

Pursuant to Standing Order 106(2), the second vice-chair must be
a member of an opposition party other than the official opposition.

[English]
I am now prepared to receive motions for the second vice-chair.

Mr. Brian Masse (Windsor West, NDP): I move that it be
Sébastien Lemire.

[Translation]

The Clerk: It is moved by Brian Masse that Sébastien Lemire be
elected second vice-chair of the committee.

Are there any further motions?
[English]

Seeing none, shall we move to a recorded division, or do we
have consent?

(Motion agreed to)
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The Clerk: I declare Sébastien Lemire duly elected as the sec-
ond vice-president.

[Translation]

Mr. Sébastien Lemire (Abitibi—Témiscamingue, BQ): Thank
you very much.

The Chair: My congratulations to Mr. Kram and Mr. Lemire on
their election.

As this is the first meeting of the House of Commons Standing
Committee on Industry and Technology, I must repeat a number of
little reminders.

Today’s meeting is taking place in a hybrid format, pursuant to
the House order of November 25, 2021. Some members of the
committee are attending in person—welcome to those in the room.
Others are participating using the Zoom application.

Regarding the speaking list, the committee clerk and I will do the
best we can to maintain a consolidated order of speaking for all
members, whether participating virtually or in person.

[English]

I would like to take this opportunity to remind all participants at
this meeting that screenshots or taking photos of your screen is not
permitted.

The proceedings will be made available via the House of Com-
mons website.

[Translation]

Given the ongoing pandemic situation and in light of the recom-
mendations from public health authorities, as well as the directive
of the Board of Internal Economy on October 19, 2021, the follow-
ing recommendations are made to all those attending the meeting in
person, so that we remain healthy and safe.

Anyone with symptoms must participate by Zoom, and not at-
tend the meeting in person.

Everyone must maintain two metres of physical distancing,
whether seated or standing.

Everyone must wear a non-medical mask when circulating in the
room. It is recommended that members wear their masks at all
times, including when seated.

Everyone present must maintain proper hand hygiene by using
the hand sanitizer at the room entrance. Committee rooms are
cleaned before and after each meeting. To maintain this, everyone
is encouraged to clean surfaces such as the desk, chair and micro-
phone with the disinfectant wipes provided when vacating or taking
a seat.

As the Chair, I will be enforcing these measures for the duration
of our meetings, with the help of the House of Commons staff, of
course. I thank you all in advance for your cooperation.

[English]

I suggest that as the next order of business, the committee pro-
ceed to consideration of the routine motions. In preparation, the

committee clerk has circulated a list of the routine motions the
committee adopted in the last parliamentary session.

With that, I open the floor to the adoption of routine motions.

Go ahead, Mr. Fillmore.
Mr. Andy Fillmore (Halifax, Lib.): Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I will proceed to read into the record the routine motions.

On analyst services, I move:

That the committee retain, as needed and at the discretion of the Chair, the ser-
vices of one or more analysts from the Library of Parliament to assist it in its
work.

On the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure, I move:

That the Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure be established and be com-
posed of five members; the Chair, one member from each recognized party; and
that the subcommittee work in a spirit of collaboration.

On meeting without a quorum, I move:

That the Chair be authorized to hold meetings to receive evidence and to have
that evidence published when a quorum is not present, provided that at least four
members are present, including two members of the opposition parties and two
members of the government party, but when travelling outside the Parliamentary
Precinct, that the meeting begin after 15 minutes, regardless of members present.

The Chair: One moment, Mr. Fillmore.

If you have any objections or if you have modifications to pro-
pose for any of the motions that are being read into the record,
please manifest yourself so that we can debate the motion separate-
ly, so to speak.

Mr. Fillmore, please continue.
Mr. Andy Fillmore: Thank you, Chair.

If I may ask you, Mr. Chair, is the protocol for “mask off” when
we're speaking, or is it preferred that it be on? Has the House a po-
sition on that?

The Chair: I think the consensus, from what I've seen in the
House, and I guess the rules are similar in committee, is that if you
are speaking, you can remove your mask.

Mr. Andy Fillmore: Okay. Thank you.
If that's okay with everybody, then, that's what I'll do.

On the time for opening remarks and questioning of witnesses, I
move:

That witnesses be given five minutes for their opening statement; that whenever
possible, witnesses provide the committee with their opening statement 72 hours
in advance; that at the discretion of the Chair, during the questioning of witness-
es, there be allocated six minutes for the first questioner of each party as follows
for the first round:

Conservative Party
Liberal Party

Bloc Québécois

New Democratic Party

For the second and subsequent rounds, the order and time for questioning be as
follows:

Conservative Party, five minutes
Liberal Party, five minutes
Bloc Québécois, two and a half minutes

New Democratic Party, two and a half minutes
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Conservative Party, five minutes

Liberal Party, five minutes.
® (1545)
The Chair: Thank you.

[Translation]
I see that Mr. Lemire wants to comment.

Mr. Lemire, the floor is yours.

Mr. Sébastien Lemire: In the last Parliament, we assigned
speaking time according to the number of witnesses. If there were
six, we gave them five minutes, but if there were four, for example,
the testimony could last up to seven minutes.

Do we want that same flexibility, depending on the number of
witnesses, or do we want it to keep it at five minutes in all cases?

The Chair: According to the information that the clerk has pro-
vided, it was at the discretion of the chair. Personally, I am open to
proceeding that way so that we give witnesses the most speaking
time possible, since they have taken the time to come and meet
with us.

Mr. Sébastien Lemire: I would support that.

Thank you.
The Chair: Mr. Fillmore, you may continue.

[English]
Mr. Andy Fillmore: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

We're now up to document distribution. I move:

That only the clerk of the committee be authorized to distribute documents to
members of the committee provided the documents are in both official lan-
guages, and that the witnesses be advised accordingly.

On working meals, I move:

That the clerk of the committee, at the discretion of the Chair, be authorized to
make the necessary arrangements to provide working meals for the committee
and its subcommittees.

On travel, accommodation and living expenses of witnesses, I
move:

That, if requested, reasonable travel, accommodation and living expenses be re-
imbursed to witnesses not exceeding two representatives per organization; and
that in exceptional circumstances, payment for more representatives be made at
the discretion of the Chair.

On access to in camera meetings, [ move:

That, unless otherwise ordered, each committee member be allowed to be ac-
companied by one staff member at in camera meetings and that one additional
person from each House officer's office be allowed to be present.

On transcripts of in camera meetings, I move:

That one copy of the transcript of each in camera meeting be kept in the commit-
tee clerk's office for consultation by members of the committee or by their staff;
and that the analysts assigned to the committee also have access to the in camera
transcripts.

On notice of motion, I move:

That a 48-hour notice, interpreted as two nights, be required for any substantive
motion to be moved in committee, unless the substantive motion relates directly
to business then under consideration, provided that: (a) the notice be filed with
the clerk of the committee no later than 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday; (b)
the motion be distributed to Members and the offices of the whips of each recog-
nized party in both official languages by the clerk on the same day the said no-

tice was transmitted if it was received no later than the deadline hour; (c) notices
received after the deadline hour or on non-business days be deemed to have been
received during the next business day; and that when the committee is holding
meetings outside the Parliamentary Precinct, no substantive motion may be
moved.

On orders of reference from the House representing bills, I
move:

That in relation to orders of reference from the House respecting Bills,

(a) The clerk of the committee shall, upon the committee receiving such an order
of reference, write to each member who is not a member of a caucus represented
on the committee to invite those members to file with the clerk of the committee,
in both official languages, any amendments to the bill, which is the subject of
the said Order, which they would suggest that the committee consider;

(b) Suggested amendments filed, pursuant to paragraph (a), at least 48 hours pri-
or to the start of clause-by-clause consideration of the bill to which the amend-
ments relate shall be deemed to be proposed during the said consideration, pro-
vided that the committee may, by motion, vary this deadline in respect of a given
bill; and

(c) During the clause-by-clause consideration of a bill, the Chair shall allow a
member who filed suggested amendments, pursuant to paragraph (a), an oppor-
tunity to make brief representations in support of them.

We're nearing the end, my friends.

On technical tests for witnesses, I move:

That the clerk inform each witness who is to appear before the committee that
the House administration support team must conduct technical tests to check the
connectivity and the equipment used to ensure the best possible sound quality;
and that the Chair advise the committee, at the start of each meeting, of any wit-
ness who did not perform the required technical tests.

On linguistic review, I move:

That all documents submitted for committee business that do not come from a
federal department, members' offices, or that have not been translated by the
Translation Bureau be sent for prior linguistic review by the Translation Bureau
before being distributed to members.

That brings us to the close of the routine motions.
® (1550)
[Translation]
The Chair: Thank you very much, Mr. Fillmore.
First, we need consensus among the members of the committee

to pass these routine motions as a package, as Mr. Fillmore has just
read them.

Do we have consensus?

Mr. Généreux, you have the floor.

Mr. Bernard Généreux: I move that we adopt the motions as a
package.

The Chair: That's great.

So do we have consensus for that motion to adopt all the motions
as a package?

(Motion agreed to)

The Chair: I invite Ms. Lemelin-Bellerose to introduce herself
and say a few words.

Ms. Sarah Lemelin-Bellerose (Committee Researcher): Good
afternoon.
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My name is Sarah Lemelin-Bellerose and I will be an analyst for
this committee. I have been working with the committee for four
years. I will also be joined by Scott McTaggart, who is participating
in the meeting virtually at the moment.

The Chair: Ms. Lemelin-Bellerose and Mr. McTaggart, on be-
half of the committee, I would like to thank you for your work.
Without the analysts, committees would find it very difficult to op-
erate.

[English]

Thanks for all of your work. It's much appreciated. I look for-
ward to working with you.

[Translation]
The floor is open for anyone who has a motion to introduce.
Go ahead, Mr. Kram.

Then, it will be Mr. Lemire's turn.
[English]

Mr. Michael Kram (Regina—Wascana, CPC): Thank you
very much, Mr. Chair.

I look forward to working with you on this committee. I under-
stand it's your first time chairing a committee, and it's also my first
time being the vice-chair of a committee, so I'm sure we'll learn this
whole thing together.

I would like to provide notice of one motion, which I will now
read into the record. I have also provided advance copies to the
clerk, which he will be distributing now.

The motion reads:

That, pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the Committee undertake a study of: 1)
how we can best protect Canada’s national security by preventing the sale of
critical mineral assets to hostile foreign interests; 2) how Canada can leverage
the role that the critical minerals sector will play in driving our clean energy fu-
ture by positioning Canada as a reliable and sustainable supplier of green tech-
nologies, including the development and manufacture of next-generation battery
technology; 3) how Canada can reduce its reliance on and vulnerability to for-
eign supply chains when it comes to the sourcing of critical minerals; and 4)
how to protect and improve the competitiveness of Canada’s critical minerals
sector.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Kram, for giving notice of that mo-
tion.

I see that I have Mr. Lemire, Mr. Erskine-Smith, Mr. Masse and
then Madame Gray.

Go ahead, Mr. Lemire.
[Translation]
Mr. Sébastien Lemire: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

We have received a very interesting document reporting on the
work of the 43rd Parliament. It rightly told us that we began five
studies. We heard very eloquent witnesses talk to us about subjects
that are essential for economic development, both in Quebec and
Canada.

As we have those studies in draft, I would like us to be able to
start the process of having them adopted.

1 am not really proposing that we invite the witnesses again, as
interesting as that could be. The idea behind my proposal is to
come to grips with those studies and get them going again, so that,
in due course, we can adopt the reports and table them in the
House.

The studies dealt with the domestic manufacturing capacity for a
COVID-19 vaccine, the development and support of the aerospace
industry, the economic recovery from COVID-19, the proposed ac-
quisition of Shaw by Rogers, and competitiveness in Canada.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Lemire.

Mr. Erskine-Smith, you have the floor.
[English]

Mr. Nathaniel Erskine-Smith (Beaches—East York, Lib.):
Thanks, Joél, and congratulations.

I agree with Sébastien. We do want to do that with the work done
by the last committee. Brian, Sébastien and I are the holdovers. In
the case of reports that we had already finalized as a matter of
course as a committee, it would make sense for us to bring them
back online so that the government at least is obligated to respond
to them, as we'd expected before the last election. That all makes
sense to me.

1 would say, though, that it would probably make sense, given
the timeline and that this is our first committee meeting, for a num-
ber of us to throw out ideas.

I quite like the idea of studying critical minerals. There are a
range of considerations there, as our Conservative colleague laid
out, but it probably makes sense to kick this to our agenda subcom-
mittee so that we can hash out a timeline. We can meet between
now and Christmas, or we could meet in January—informally,
even—as a starting point to go back and forth on some ideas. |
think there's going to be a lot of agreement as to where we want to
go. There are lots of ideas.

In the last Parliament, most of our work was unanimous as we
were studying competition, studying the Rogers-Shaw deal and
studying competitiveness and affordability in the wireless Internet
space.

Rather than tabling a series of motions today, my suggestion
would be that we kick the conversation over to the subcommittee,
which will probably be more efficient for all of us. We can get go-
ing today and get the work going as a subcommittee sooner rather
than later.

® (1555)
[Translation]
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Erskine-Smith.
Mr. Lemire, I think that the clerk has received your motions.

There may be a little problem in terms of the language, but he will
consult you about that.

I have Mr. Masse, Mrs. Gray, Mr. Fillmore and Mr. Dong on the
list to speak.
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Go ahead, Mr. Masse.
[English]
Mr. Brian Masse: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Similar to that point, even if we don't get the final motion today
from Mr. Lemire because it needs to be worked on, if we had co-
operation to do that, it would probably be helpful. I don't think it's
time-pending for today, but it would be good to get that work and
commentary from the government on those subjects.

This committee has a history of working fairly efficiently, so I
hope we could extend that.

I have a couple of other small matters. Mr. Chair, I'm looking to
you for guidance, because I have a motion here today. Are we go-
ing to go through motions, or are we going to push this to a sub-
committee? I'm open to either situation.

I'll just put on notice a motion I have for the auto sector. I can
read that into the record right now. It reads:
That the House of Commons Standing Committee on Industry, Science and
Technology, hold immediate hearings on the state of the Canadian auto industry
and to better understand plans by the government for investment in Canada's do-
mestic auto industry including greenfield and brownfield investments, and in-
vestments in electric vehicles and battery plants.

That's to complement a study that was unanimously adopted at
the international trade committee just yesterday. It was proposed by
the Liberal Party and supported by everybody else. It would be a a
small snapshot of our domestic industry, given what's taking place
in Washington right now.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Masse.

I understand you've just read it into the record, but would it be
possible to send it to the clerk so that it can be circulated among
members of the committee?

Mr. Brian Masse: Normally I do have the motions, but with
COVID, my staff was not able to come in today. It's not that they're
infected, but they have children they're taking care of under a
school thing. Normally I would have that, but I can propose the mo-
tion from the floor, as I've done.

Thank you.
[Translation]

The Chair: The floor is yours, Mrs. Gray.
[English]

Mrs. Tracy Gray (Kelowna—Lake Country, CPC): Thank
you, Mr. Chair.

Since it appears that the subcommittee will be discussing the dif-
ferent motions, I'll be really brief without getting into an explana-
tion. I have two notices of motion that I will quickly read into the
record.

The first is:

That, pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the committee invite Daniel Therrien,
Privacy Commissioner of Canada, to testify regarding the development and on-
going operation of the ArriveCAN application.

The second one would also be pursuant to Standing Order
108(2). It reads as follows:

That, pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the committee invite the Minister of
Innovation, Science and Industry, the Minister of International Trade, Export
Promotion, Small Business and Economic Development and the Minister of Ru-
ral Economic Development to appear before the committee at their earliest con-
venience on or before February 11, 2022, to answer questions about the Prime
Minister's mandate letters to them; that the ministers appear at the meeting ex-
clusively for the purpose of the mandate letter and no other matters; and that this
meeting be televised.

We do have translated copies that we can pass on.
® (1600)
[Translation]

The Chair: Thank you very much.
[English]

I have Mr. Fillmore.

Mr. Andy Fillmore: Thanks, Chair.

There are two things, but first I want to make sure we're not
falling into any procedural holes here.

We are providing notices of motion today. Is that right? We're not
tabling motions.

Okay. Thank you very much. I just wanted to be sure of that.

The second thing is to Mr. Masse. Your motion regarding EVs
and batteries is very interesting. It's substantially similar to a mo-
tion that the Liberal Party had prepared. If I were to read it into the
record to give notice, I wonder if you'd be willing to talk about
combining them at the subcommittee.

I'll start with reading it in, and see how that goes. The motion
reads:

That pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the committee undertake a comprehen-
sive study on the potential for Canada to be a world leader in the production of
critical minerals, particularly as it relates to the growing battery and EV ecosys-
tem in Canada and across North America; that the committee examine how In-
digenous communities can be active participants in this sector; that the commit-
tee devote a minimum of two meetings to this study and report its findings to the
House.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Fillmore.

I have Mr. Dong, followed by Mr. Lemire, Mr. Erskine-Smith
and Mr. Fast.

Mr. Dong, the floor is yours.

Mr. Han Dong (Don Valley North, Lib.): Thank you very
much, Chair.

First of all, congratulations to you and to the vice-chairs.
I look forward to working with all of my colleagues. This looks

like a very interesting committee. I'm a new member to this com-
mittee.
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[Technical difficulty—Editor] collect all the ideas and proposals
about different studies and put them toward the subcommittee to
figure out an agenda. I will need some time to digest some of these
notices. They're brilliant ideas, but they're new to me. I would like
to suggest that these notices be forwarded to the subcommittee for
agenda.

The Chair: Thank you, Mr. Dong. My understanding from the
room is that there is a consensus to send notices of motion to the
subcommittee, which will then discuss what the agenda of this
committee should be going forward.

I have Mr. Lemire, Mr. Erskine-Smith and Mr. Fast.
Go ahead, Mr. Lemire.

[Translation]
Mr. Sébastien Lemire: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

As we recall, in the last Parliament, there was a proposal to split
the committee in two. Science and research now come under a sep-
arate committee.Consequently, when I read our committee's man-
date, I realize that an update may be needed, because some respon-
sibilities, specifically the one dealing with scientific research and
development issues, are still included.

It is good to be inclusive, but, at the same time, in my opinion, a
key word is missing in our description. The word is innovation, and
everything involved with it, which is part of what should inform the
spirit of our committees. So I would invite you to think about the
mandate that we would like for our committee so that we can send
it on to the authorities in Parliament for approval. One day, we may
even be able to change the name of our committee to include indus-
try, technology and innovation.

The Chair: That seems to be very reasonable and perfectly legit-
imate proposal, Mr. Lemire.

However, the clerk informs me that it is impossible to change the
name or the mandate of our committee. The House can do so, but
not the committee itself.

Mr. Sébastien Lemire: I kind of thought that would be the case.
That's why I formulated it as I did, so that we can think about the
name and the wording, and communicate our preference to the
House. Certainly, the House will decide but it can come from us
first.

The Chair: Thank you.

Mr. Erskine-Smith, you have the floor.
[English]
Mr. Nathaniel Erskine-Smith: Since we're all throwing out dif-

ferent ideas, I have the two that I would be interested in. These are
in addition to the good ideas that others have thrown out.

I think we should have the CRTC chair in to speak with us for a
meeting. I'm particularly interested in the complete reversal of their
decision related to wholesale rates and its impact on affordability,
but there are other things we could obviously discuss on that front.
Given that we had Mr. Scott appear previously on this issue, I think
it would be good to have him in early on in this session for one day.
It doesn't have to be part of a formal study, per se. He could just to
speak to us about the ongoing work of the CRTC and the status of

that work in delivering affordable wireless Internet for Canadians—
or the lack of affordable wireless Internet, at times.

The second piece is around the innovation agenda and the strate-
gic innovation fund, and specifically the billion-dollar net-zero ac-
celerator. It is within Minister Champagne's remit. It would be quite
interesting for us to look at that as a matter of accountability and as
a matter of constructively looking at some of the innovation that is
happening there.

Lastly, Mr. Chair, do we need a formal motion here? It's been
great to hear different ideas from others. Do we need to formalize
kicking this over to the subcommittee, or since there appears to be
consensus, are we good with that?

® (1605)

The Chair: Mr. Erskine-Smith, it seems that we don't need a for-
mal motion. There is consensus in the room for the subcommittee
to work it out.

Mr. Nathaniel Erskine-Smith: Perfect.
The Chair: I have Mr. Fast.
Hon. Ed Fast: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Let me begin by welcoming you to this position. As someone
who occupied a similar position on the justice committee back
when it was a minority Conservative government, I know how
challenging it can be. I think you will find that if you are even-
handed and understand that everyone at this table is working for the
best interests of Canadians, we'll get a lot done here. That's my
hope.

When I speak of even-handedness, I think what will give you the
most difficulty are witnesses who may want to run out the clock on
their testimony. Given that there are different interpretations at dif-
ferent committees, and also in the House in committee of the
whole, as to how much time will be allocated to the questioner ver-
sus the witness, I'd be interested to hear at a future meeting—to
give you some time to ascertain what your position would be—ex-
actly how you would handle witnesses who are trying to run out the
clock. If it's a six-second question, will it be a six-second answer?

I know there are occasions when you're going to have to exercise
a great degree of judgment and discretion, because if you ask the
question, “Please describe to me the origins of life”, that is a five-
second question, but it may require five millennia to answer it. Sit-
uations may require great judgment on your part, so I hope you'll
exercise that wise judgment.

I also have a number of motions I want to read into the record, if
I might. There are five.

The first one reads as follows: “That pursuant to Standing Order
108(2), the committee undertake a study on the national security
risks posed by certain foreign telecommunications equipment
providers, and that the committee call as witnesses the Minister of
Public Safety and the Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry
and their officials, industry stakeholders, and telecommunications
experts, and that no fewer than three meetings be dedicated to the
study.”
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The Chair: You can continue, Mr. Fast. I just had a quick ques-
tion.

Hon. Ed Fast: The second one reads as follows: “That pursuant
to Standing Order 108(2), the committee undertake a study on the
most important issues impacting the competitiveness of the Canadi-
an economy, with a special focus on (1) labour shortages across the
country, (2) barriers to interprovincial trade, (3) supply chain con-
straints and (4) red tape and burdensome regulation.”

My third motion is as follows: “That pursuant to Standing Order
108(2), the committee undertake a further study of accessibility and
affordability of telecommunications services; that the evidence and
documentation received by the committee during the second ses-
sion of the 43rd Parliament as part of its study on the subject be
taken into consideration by the committee in the current session;
that the committee adopt the report entitled “Affordability and Ac-
cessibility of Telecommunications Services in Canada: Encourag-
ing Competition to (Finally) Bridge the Digital Divide”, which was
adopted during the second session of the 43rd Parliament; pursuant
to Standing Order 109, the committee request the government table
a comprehensive response to the report; and that the chair present
that report to the House.”

The next addresses the issue of patents and patent boxes. It reads,
“That pursuant to Standing Order 108(2), the committee undertake
a study of the benefits of implementing a patent box regime in
Canada, similar to the patent box approach adopted by the Province
of Quebec, with a goal of supporting our innovators, attracting in-
vestment to Canada, and developing, commercializing and keeping
innovation and related intellectual property in Canada, and that the
study review Canada's historical business expenditures on research
and development as a share of GDP.”

Finally, I give notice of the following motion: “ That pursuant to
Standing Order 108(2), the committee undertake a study of how to
streamline and eliminate red tape around federal science, research
and economic development programs; that the study review
Canada's historical business expenditures on research and develop-
ment as a share of GDP, which have been well below the OECD av-
erage and have continued to fall since their peak in 2001; that the
study include a review of the extensive costs that our innovators in-
cur in hiring consultants and advisory firms to fill out and complete
the copious paperwork for funding applications; and that the study
focus on how science, research and economic development funding
can be invested directly into research without being diverted into a
complex administrative system.

Finally, there is an additional one, Mr. Chair, if you will bear
with me. It's a very short one. It reads as follows: “That pursuant to

Standing Order 108(2), the committee invite relevant officials from
Statistics Canada to study the latest inflation numbers, that this
study consist of at least two meetings, and that the committee report
its findings and recommendations to the House.

I make that motion given the fact that Statistics Canada reports to
the Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry.

® (1610)
The Chair: Thank you very much, Mr. Fast.

To your first point, I can assure you that I will do my utmost to
be fair and even-handed. With regard to allocating time between
witnesses and questioners, I'll take it under consideration and re-
flect on it during the holidays. To seek guidance, I'll probably
watch videos of the chair of the justice committee in years past to
see how he handled this matter.

As for the notices of motion that have been given, I think there is
already a lot for the subcommittee to reflect on, to work on and to
prioritize, and then to come back with a plan for this committee.

1 would also suggest that members from the various parties here
send notices before the subcommittee meets, perhaps in the next
two to three weeks, and that the subcommittee meet early in
2022—mnot too early, but fairly early—so that we can try to hash out
a plan for this committee going forward.

If that's agreeable to all, I think that would be a path forward that
could work.

1 guess there is nothing else on the agenda for this committee.

I see Mr. Généreux.

Mr. Bernard Généreux: I don't know if you have time, because
I think everybody wants to go back to the House for the presenta-
tion by the Minister of Finance, but it would be interesting to know
each other more, so maybe when we come back we could present
ourselves and state who we are, where we are from and how long
we've been in the House so that we can understand who we are
dealing with as partners here around the table.

[Translation]

The Chair: I think that we can certainly put those introductions
on the agenda. Thank you.

I have been told a lot of good things about this committee. I have
also been told that it works very collaboratively. I hope that we are
going to continue that tradition.

The meeting is adjourned.
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