PHouse of Commons Debates

VOLUME 134 e« NUMBER 057 e 2nd SESSION e 35th PARLIAMENT

OFFICIAL REPORT
(HANSARD)

Wednesday, June 5, 1996

Speaker: The Honourable Gilbert Parent




CONTENTS
(Table of Contents appears at back of this issue.)

The House of Commons Debates are also available on the
Parliamentary Internet Parlementaire at the following address:

http://www.parl.gc.ca



3481

HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, June 5, 1996

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

The Speaker: Asis our practice on Wednesdays, we will now
sing O Canada, which will be led by the member for Halifax West.

[Editor’s Note: Whereupon members sang the national anthem.]

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS
[English]

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY

Mr. George Proud (Hillsborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as stated
by the Minister of Labour on Monday, eliminating accidents in the
workplace is both a social and economic necessity. Canadian
Occupational Health and Safety Week lets us focus on the tremen-
dous toll that these accidents take on human life and productivity.

Thisyear'stheme of ““ Training—Target Zero Accidents’ shows
that training is a key factor to eliminating accidents. How do we
target zero accidents? In response | say by integrating occupational
safety and hedlth in our day to day activities, for example by
choosing the right equipment, learning to lift things properly and
taking the time to speak to our workers and co-workers about safer
practices.

We can reduce the grim statistics through teamwork. In that
spirit | would like to congratulate the Canadian Society of Safety
Engineering for sponsoring this annual event. | encourage Cana-
dians to participate in events this week and to work together to
make our workplaces safer and more productive.

* Kk %

MARRIAGE

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Juneis
the month when the hearts of many young adults become twitter
patted and marriage is soon to follow. In fact many young couples
have made that move just prior to June, including my son and his
new wife.

On May 25 | attended another wedding of ayoung couple, Krista
and Jerry, and was asked to give atoast to the bride. As a member
of Parliament, | took the opportunity on behalf of the Prime
Minister and the House of Commons to wish Krista and Jerry the
very best in their marriage.

Realizing that during the rest of 1996 there will be thousands of
Canadians joining in holy matrimony, | thought it would be nice if
members would take a second for al of us to collectively wish the
very best to al newlyweds of 1996. May you live along prosperous
life and may your marriage be fruitful. God bless each and every
family on behalf of all members of Parliament.

* % *
[Translation]

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION WEEK

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, National Transportation Week is on until June 8. It gives
me great pleasure to draw attention to this event, especially since
federa transportation policies provide us every day with more
reasons to wish for Quebec sovereignty.

If a single government had jurisdiction over transportation, we
would never have faced the uncontrolled development of road
transport without first making better use of existing rail and
shipping services. Rail transport comes under federal jurisdiction
while road transport is a provincial responsibility. Because of this
artificial division of powers between the federal and provincial
governments, intermodality could not become a major tool for
government action.

Quebec sovereignty will solve part of the problemin thisarea. In
order to modernize the whole transportation system, society in both
Canada and Quebec must equip itself with modern tools such as
sovereignty-partnership and set aside an antiquated and ineffective
Constitution.

[English]

MINING

Hon. Audrey McLaughlin (Yukon, NDP): Mr. Speaker, a
couple of weeks ago residents of Whitehorse, Yukon were sur-
prised when they awoke to find that the greenbelts behind their
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homes were being staked for mining. This came as some consider-
able surprise and has raised a large amount of public concern.

It is quite legal under the Yukon Quartz Mining Act to do this
staking. However, it was not clearly the intention of the city of
Whitehorse when it formulated these greenbeltsin residential areas
that the greenbelts would be open to staking.

The city of Whitehorse has appealed to the Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development for action. The territoria
government has supported that appeal, as have |.

The Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development can
halt the claims. He can stop them today. | therefore urge the
minister to immediately grant a temporary prohibition order on
claims staking to alow for the development of detailed plans for
land use in the city of Whitehorse.

| say to the minister, do not put off to tomorrow what can be done
today.

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, across
Canada this summer, students are looking for summer jobs. In
Halifax West we are responding.

The summer career placement program is off to a promising
start. Over 100 sponsors have joined the federal government to
create over 200 summer jobs for our youth. These are not just
McJobs. They include lifeguards, veterinary assistants and commu-
nity development officers, all worthwhile activities.

| am confident the summer career placement program will be a
resounding success.

From Terrance Bay to Timberlea, from Boutiliers Point to
Bedford, students are working this summer in Halifax West.

MUSKOKA AIR FAIR

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the organizers of a terrific
event that took place in my riding last weekend. It was called the
Muskoka Air Fair and it attracted literally thousands of visitors and
aviation enthusiasts to the riding.

® (1405)

We were fortunate enough to experience a spectacular perfor-
mance by our Canadian world renowned Snowbirds air demonstra-
tion squadron which really drew the crowds. Astronaut Major Chris
Hadfield also came to the air fair and met with scores of visitors,
particularly our young people. He is a true ambassador.

Tourism is a mainstay of the economy in my riding. My
constituents need to be creative and proactive when it comes to
attracting businesses to the area. This air show took many, many
long hours of hard work to come into being. It took insight,
foresight and determination and it had an impact.

| congratulate all the volunteers and organizers who worked so
hard to make a difference.

[Translation]

QUEBECPREMIER

Mr. Bernard Patry (Pierrefonds—Dollard, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, during his previous visit to the United States in March 1994 as
leader of the Bloc Quebecois, Lucien Bouchard chose a particular
terminology to describe with precision the nature of the option heis
defending.

He told the Globe and Mail: *“We want Quebec to leave the
Canadian federation. | am not reluctant to use the term * separation’
as it objectively describes the current situation’.

While addressing the Foreign Policy Association in New York
this week, the new PQ leader used the words ‘“ sovereignty” or
“sovereignist’” on four separate occasions but did not at any time
utter the term “‘separatist’”.

Even outside Quebec, the PQ leader continues to create confu-
sion asto hisgoal by refusing to clearly explain that the sovereign-
ty heisreferring to cannot be achieved until Quebec first separates
from the rest of Canada.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, as we
cel ebrate Canadian Environment Week, it seems important to stress
the fact that the environment is a major concern and that, unfortu-
nately, governments are neglecting this concern more and more for
€conomic reasons.

Neo-liberalism is in fashion, a fashion affecting even environ-
mental policies. Governments are going soft. Their resolve to take
strict action against polluters is weakening. It is easier to back
away and promote voluntary and self monitoring measures by and
for polluters.

This trend poses a great threat. This threat is hanging over the
future of a planet that we are devastating at an accelerated pace
without apparently feeling any urgent need for vigorous action.

People of our generation can expect to live in an acceptable
environment, but what about our children? Will they have to live
inside bubbles, forced to protect and isolate themselves from an
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increasingly hostile environment. We must stop talking and start
acting.

[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, this is National Environment \Week.

This government and others continue to ignore the single
unifying cause of the destruction of our agricultural lands, water
quality and ozone that combine to make our environment increas-
ingly compromised. The primary cause of the environmental
degradation | speak about is our own population growth rate, with
its increasing consumption of our dwindling resources which
produces environmental degradation and populations under stress.
Thisisavicious cyclethat no oneislooking at because they are not
prepared to deal with the poalitically incorrect topic of our own
reproductive growth rates.

Our own reproductive success is destroying the beautiful home
we call Earth. The response from governments on the environment
have been motherhood statements and a nibbling around the edges.
Even domestically the government has failed to act on a number of
important issues, including the Taro dump site in Hamilton, the
clean-up of 24 hazardous toxic sitesin Canada, and our endangered
Species.

If thisinaction is indicative of the government’s response to the
environment, then we are all in big trouble.

VIA RAIL

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, many residents of my riding of Etobicoke—L akeshore are
concerned about the future of the Toronto VIA Rail maintenance
centre and the jobs of its employees. Located in Etobicoke the
Toronto VIA Rail maintenance centre services equipment and
trains that run in the busy Windsor-Quebec corridor.

The streamlining of VIA Rail’s passenger rail service that has
taken place over the past few years has resulted in a reduction in
staff across Canada. The employees of the Toronto VIA Rail
maintenance centre have met these challenges and continue to
provide top notch service for locomatives which carry people of al
ages to destinations across Canada.

| know that the Minister of Transport and VIA Rail are making
efforts to ensure efficiency and the continuance of safe and reliable
passenger rail service for al Canadians.

S0.31

® (1410)

NEWSPAPERS

Mr. Jim Jordan (Leeds—Grenville, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as a
result of hisrecently announced purchase, Conrad Black now owns
daily newspapers in every province in Canada except two. This
latest acquisition of 20 additional dailies boosts his ownership of
Canadian newspapers to 58 from British Columbia to Newfound-
land. This is 40 per cent of Canada's total daily newspaper
circulation. Canadians are very concerned with such a concentra-
tion of control.

Canada has 104 daily newspapers. Of the 104 dailies only 14
remain independently owned. The Brockville Recorder & Timesin
my riding of Leeds—Grenville is one of these independently
owned newspapers.

Friday, May 24 was truly black Friday in the Canadian newspa-
per business. Canadian tax legislation discourages foreign invest-
ment or ownership of newspapers or publications in this country. |
am sure there is a rational explanation for the current rules
controlling newspaper ownership in Canada, but if the rules
continue to allow Canadian newspapers and their ownership to fall
into fewer and fewer hands—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Anjou—Riviére-des-Prai-
ries.

[Translation]

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Roger Pomerleau (Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, the hon. Minister of Natural Resources has indicated
time and again that 25 per cent of her department’s research and
development budget goes to Quebec.

The time has come to set the record straight. When the minister
says that 25 per cent of the funds are spent in Quebec, she is
distorting reality by not including in Ontario’s share the funds
allocated to the national capital region, when in fact alarge portion
of this region is located in Ontario and 60 per cent of her
department’s expenditures in research and development are made
in that region alone.

The fact of the matter is that, in 1995-96, only 14.9 per cent of
Natural Resources Canada’s research and development budget, or
$7.8 million out of an overall budget of $52 million, went to
Quebec.

And the big picture is not any brighter. According to Statistics
Canada, between 1971 and 1991, only 18.6 per cent of the federal
government’s research and development funding went to Quebec,
as compared to 50 per cent for Ontario.
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EMPLOYMENT

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, a few weeks ago the Prime Minister told Canadians to get used
to unemployment because of the global economy. However, a
couple of weeks later he said that more foreign trade missions were
needed to spur investment and exports. First the global economy
kills jobs, then it creates them.

After the election he spent billions, borrowed at the expense of
future generations, on infrastructure projects such as to upgrade the
Calgary Saddledome and build a road to nowhere in Nova Scotia.
He said that government created jobs, but a couple of years later he
now says that only business can create jobs. This uncertainty about
how jobs are created is frightening millions of Canadians who
cannot find work or who are afraid for their jobs.

The Prime Minister needs a copy of Reform’'s 5-R jobs plan. If
he takes his promise of jobs, jobs, jobs seriously, hewill read it and
then replace his empty political rhetoric with areal plan for putting
Canada back to work.

FIXED LINK PROJECT

Mr. Joe McGuire (Egmont, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, notice was
given on Friday, May 31, 1996 to the federal Minister of Public
Works and Government Services by the contractor Strait Crossing
Incorporated that in one year, on May 31, 1997, the bridge
connecting mainland Canada with Prince Edward Island will be
officially opened.

This gigantic $800 million project which is a unique public
sector-private sector partnership is on schedule and under budget.
This in itself is unique for a project of such magnitude. Two
thousand, four hundred Canadians work on the job site and 2,000
Canadians work off the job site.

Under PE.I.’s terms of entry into Confederation in 1873 the
Government of Canada was obliged to provide continuous and
efficient year-round transportation for people, goods and services
between PE.I. and the mainland. This engineering marvel, a 13
kilometre bridge, will continue to fulfil that agreement. It was
made possible by an amendment to the terms of Confederation
passed by the federal government in 1993.

It isinteresting to note that engineers from all over the world are
coming to PE.I. to study the innovative technology being used to
erect the bridge. Hopefully, Canadian engineering students will
avail themselves of the opportunity as well.

| invite this House and the people of Canada to come to PE.I.
and view this wonder of the world.

® (1415)

REFORM PARTY CONVENTION

Mr. Peter Milliken (Kingston and the Islands, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Reform Party is having a big convention this weekend
in Vancouver. Canadians are wondering what steps the Reform
Party is taking to preserve party dignity. To assist, a reading from
the gospel according to the leader, the hon. member for Calgary
Southwest: ““If you think that it is going to be that type of meeting,
get as many sane, sober people there as possible. Overwhelm the
kook element”.

Canadians will wonder which membership list the Reform Party
has borrowed to overwhelm the kook element. To quote the Reform
gospel again: “Why should a few extremists and eccentrics have
more influence with you than | do? Why should they have more
influence than the large number of Reformers who are neither
extreme nor eccentric?’

Where are these Reformers who are neither extreme nor eccen-
tric? Tune in this weekend on Canada’s parliamentary channel and
see the greatest circus since PT. Barnum.

* Kk %

PRESENCE IN GALLERY

The Speaker: | draw the attention of hon. members to the
presence in the gallery of Manitok Thompson who is Minister of
Municipal and Community Affairs and Minister Responsible for
the Women's Directorate, Government of the Northwest Territo-
ries.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

CUBA

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Leader of the Opposition, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the consequences of the American Helms-Burton Act,
which has extra-territorial effect and is intended to strengthen the
U.S. embargo against Cuba, are extremely serious, since Canadais
Cuba's major economic partner. Yesterday, the countries of the
Organization of American States reached an unanimous decision to
present a draft resolution against this American legisation.

Given that Canada and Mexico are partners in both the OAS and
NAFTA, and given that the Prime Minister is scheduled to be
meeting with the President of Mexico in afew days, doesthe Prime
Minister intend to make use of the economic and political clout the
two countries wield with the U.S. and to propose to his counterpart
a joint strategy in defence of this American legidation?
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Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as everyone here knows, we have protested on behalf of Canada
right from the beginning. Later, | went to meet with the Caribbean
heads of government and convinced them to adopt a joint resolu-
tion. Mexico has protested against this act. We have had occasion
to discuss it with the European community, and it is my belief
that the Americans are totally isolated in this initiative to adopt
extra-territorial legidation.

We shall be keeping up the pressure on the American govern-
ment. | myself have spoken with the President, and the matter will
certainly be raised, as the hon. member has suggested, with our
Mexican partner because we most firmly believe that it is absolute-
ly contrary to both the letter and the spirit of NAFTA.

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Leader of the Opposition, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | thank the Prime Minister. Following along in the same
vein, during the Prime Minister of France's visit to Quebec and
Canada, which is scheduled for next week, does the Prime Minister
intend to discuss the matter, in order to haveit placed on the agenda
of the next G-7 summit, which will take place at Lyon at the end of
June?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | believe that the French government has protested, as has the
European Community in general. | believe that al the countries
have protested, or at least the community as a whole. Every time
we have the opportunity to meet with our foreign counterparts, we
raise this problem, and | am sure | shall have the opportunity to
discuss it with Mr. Juppé. He will, perhaps, be able to bring
pressure to bear on the President of France, who isthe current head
of the G-7, so that the problem may be raised during his term.

® (1420)

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Leader of the Opposition, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, following along again in the same vein, since the extra
territorial nature of the Helms-Burton Act is contrary to interna-
tional trade arrangements, can the Prime Minister tell us whether
Canada has taken any steps to take this dispute before the World
Trade Organization?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | know there is talk of its being submitted to NAFTA and the
International Trade Commission, but | do not know if this will take
the form of a Canadian initiative or not. All the countries have
protested, and | am sure that the organization will be apprised of
this in one way or another.

| have personally raised the issue with the U.S. government on a
number of occasions. | think the President will be making a
statement on this matter shortly. We believe the Americans will not
be able to continue aong this path. Here in Canada we are looking
at the possibility of amending some of our legislation to counteract
the effects of the American legislation.

Oral Questions

Mr. Benoit Sauvageau (Terrebonne, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Helms-Burton legidlation is having considerable impact. This
August, a provision will come into effect that may lead to
thousands of cases of prosecution against businesses with interests
in Cuba. We are talking about nearly 6,000 legal claimsincluding a
number involving Canadian businesses.

My question is for the Prime Minister. How does he intend
helping businesses that will be prosecuted under this legislation?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as | just indicated, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Minister for International Trade and perhaps others are studying
possible reforms that might encourage or at least help the victims
of any suits brought against Canadians.

As | understand it, the American administration has some
leeway in applying certain parts of the law. We have made
representations to the American Secretary of State and to the
administration in general in the hopes that they would use the
flexibility available to them to chield Canadians or at least leave
them out of this matter.

Mr. Benoit Sauvageau (Terrebonne, BQ): Mr. Speaker, that is
all very well, but timeis of the essence. There are only two months
left.

When will the Prime Minister implement a redlistic strategy to
prevent Canadian business from feeling the effects of this legida
tion?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the Government of Canada has very little sway over the United
States Congress, which is empowered to pass legislation. What we
did, and | am happy to have been the first government leader to
raise the issue, was to stimulate interest in the international
community.

As| just said, we contacted Mexico immediately. We also had a
motion passed by all the Caribbean prime ministers, we areraising
the matter at al public forums, and | think that the Americans are
beginning to realize the legidation has little sense.

It is aways rather difficult to discuss with Americans during an
electoral period, it will perhaps be a little easier in November.

[English]

AGRICULTURE

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—Lloydminster, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, the minister of agriculture has set a lofty goal for
Canada of exporting $23 billion worth of agri-food products by the
year 2000. The number would be up from $17.3 billion in the
current year.
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Meanwhile the minister continues to build and reinforce road-
blocks that prevent Canadian farmers from developing new export
markets to help reach his goals.

L et me give an example. The Canadian Wheat Board has stooped
to biting and scratching in its attempt to protect its monopoly while
bungling barley sales for the last two years and going on a witch
hunt if farmers dare to challenge the board’s right to be the sole
marketing authority of their grain.

Will the minister make changes now, not some future vague
time, that will allow farmers to develop new export opportunities
for their wheat and barley outside the Canadian Wheat Board if
they so choose?

® (1425)

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Reform Party continues to make
demands for pre-emptory changes in the Canadian grain marketing
system.

The hon. gentleman will know opinionsin western Canada about
best methods of grain marketing are divided and those on both
sides of the question hold their opinions very sincerely and
strongly. There has been a debate on this issue in western Canada
for many months. Much of that debate has generated over time far
more heat than light.

For that reason we have attempted to bring some focus and some
logic into the discussion by establishing the western grain market-
ing panel, within which al of the various points of view can be
addressed in a thorough, logical and transparent manner.

The membership of that panel, including nine prominent Cana-
dians, includes every range of opinion on grain marketing from one
extreme to the other. The panel isworking very hard and very well
together.

We expect to receive the report from the panel by the end of this
month. Once we have that report we will al be in a position to
make logical, fair and decent decisions for the future. | think it
would be highly inappropriate to pre-empt that process now.

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—Lloydminster, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, that was a swing and miss. We will miss our target by
at least $2 hillion or $3 billion with that type of answer.

Let us try another tact. The minister of agriculture has failed to
establish awhole farm NISA arrangement with all the provinces—
another failure. The agriculture sector is becoming more vulner-
able to the interprovincia trade barriers we have seen in the past.
Ontario veal producers are being hurt by provincial companies in
Quebec. Alberta’s farm income stabilization plan has Saskatche-
wan cattle feeders worried. The list is getting longer and longer.

Will the Liberal government exercise its rightful role, a federal
role, to prevent or remove interprovincial trade barriers on agricul-
ture goods so the industry can flourish and actually meet the

minister’s targets for export rather than scrapping internally be-
tween the provinces?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the representations contained in the
latter part of the hon. gentlemen’s question | am sure will be music
to the ears of the Minister of Industry, who is responsible for
internal trade negotiations.

| hope the hon. gentleman would use his good offices in a
constructive manner to encourage the provinces, which have the
jurisdiction in a number of the areas to which he has referred, to
co-operate constructively with the Government of Canada so we
can make progress in a reasonable timeframe toward greater
internal trade freedom.

It is an anomaly when there are more internal trade restrictions
within Canada than there are between Canada and some foreign
jurisdictions.

Specifically on the issue of our trade performance, | am happy to
report the most recent statistics indicate our agri-food exports have
now surpassed $17.4 billion worth. We are well on our way to the
$20 bhillion target.

Mr. Elwin Hermanson (Kindersley—Lloydminster, Ref.):
Mr. Speaker, the minister knows he can attribute that to higher
commodity prices and if the prices drop he will fall far below his
targets. The minister is not afarmer and with the way he sucks and
blows at the same time it is good he is not a veterinarian either.

Let ustry another tact. The United States has launched aNAFTA
challenge against Canadian tariffs on supply managed goods.
Hopefully we will win this dispute, but in the long term and in the
interest of reaching his goal the roadblock must be removed in
order for dairy and poultry industries to gain access to the U.S.
market. He can be certain the—

The Speaker: The question please.

Mr. Hermanson: Will the minister recognize the Americans
will eventually gain access to our markets? For the benefit of the
industry, knowing that freer trade will be forced upon them, will
the minister have a plan to reach his export targets by allowing the
supply managed industries to access U.S. markets?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, buried in this series of questions is an
ongoing attack by the Reform Party against ingtitutions like the
Canadian Wheat Board and against marketing systems like supply
management.

We are vigorously defending the Canadian supply management
system because we believe our position is legally correct as a
matter of trade law, because supply management over the last 25
years has served Canadians, both producers and consumers, very
well, and because we undertook to Canadian agriculture that we
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would defend supply management. We will not succumb to the
blandishments of the Reform Party.

® (1430)

[Translation]

INFORMATION HIGHWAY

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Prime Minister.

In July 1995, Quebec’s advisory committee on the information
highway, composed of major stakeholders in this industry, said in
its report that language constitutes a vital stake in a knowledge
based economy. It was shown at the Cotonou Francophone Summit
that Quebec has the expertise in developing francophone contents
destined for the information highway.

Does the Prime Minister intend, at his meeting with his French
counterpart scheduled for next week, to promote the key role of
Quebec in this sector and to draw the attention of the French Prime
Minister to this expertise?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, that is what we did in Cotonou in our presentation before all
heads of government and heads of state of francophone countries.

There was a demonstration in which Canadians showed that we
can use the Internet in both languages, English and French. This
demonstration was put on by Canadian technicians using Canadian
products, to my great pride. People could thus see that here in
Canadawe can work in English and in French, something that other
francophone countries want to be able to do in the future.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, at the Cotonou Summit, Canadian expertise was indeed
recognized: the technique came from New Brunswick, but the
content came from Quebec.

Does the Prime Minister therefore undertake to see that, should
multimedia devel opment agreements be signed with France, Que-
bec’s expertise with respect to content will be recognized and given
a significant role to play?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the member has just taken the words right out of my mouth. It
was New Brunswick and Quebec together who succeeded in
showing the Francophonie how to go about it.

In this sector, there is expertise in Quebec, and there is aso
expertise in New Brunswick and in Ontario; that iswhat Canadais
all about. We have francophones in Canada who have to work in
both languages and who can modify any American program in the
field for use in French.

Oral Questions

It was with great pride that | was able to demonstrate this to
member countries of the Francophonie, all of whom have English
speaking neighbours, such asin Africa, and who wanted to benefit
from the expertise of Quebec, of New Brunswick and of Ontario.
We will continue this promotion and show that Canadais a country
that can run well.

[English]

LABRADOR POWER

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
recently the Minister of Natural Resources was before the standing
committee where she explained that one of the reasons we do not
have a completed internal trade agreement on the energy side is
that Quebec refuses to allow Labrador to wield power through its
territories.

Now we hear the companies looking to process Labrador ore
may be forced to buy power from Quebec Hydro rather than their
own Labrador power companies because of the 1961 Churchill
Falls agreement.

What can the minister assure Labrador power and Labradorians
that Labrador will be allowed to process and provide power for its
own Labrador ore bodies?

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Natural Resources, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, as | have explained to the hon. member on a number
of occasions, the issue is one about which there is ongoing
interprovincial discussion. Thisisnot an issue on which the federal
government can dictate an outcome.

As a government we choose to act in the spirit of co-operation
and we continue to facilitate discussions between the provinces in
relation to the energy chapter of the internal trade agreement, in
particular as that chapter relates to electricity markets and the
restructuring of those markets in Canada.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in
answer to my questions before the standing committee last week,
the minister promised she would ask the Prime Minister if we could
place this issue on the agenda of the first ministers conference
coming up in June to see if we could settle this internal trade
agreement, this energy sector agreement, once and for all.

Could she update the House on her progress and whether the
Prime Minister has put that on the agenda? | would be interested to
know.

® (1435)

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Natural Resources, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have discussed the matter with my colleague, the
Minister of Industry. The internal trade agreement is his responsi-
bility.
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| have worked very closely with my hon. colleague. | am sure
we will be discussing the matter with the Prime Minister in terms
of what aspects of the internal trade agreement will be on the first
ministers agenda later this month.

[Translation]

SOMALIA INQUIRY

Mr. Jean-Marc Jacob (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of National Defence.

The credibility of the Chief of Staff, General Jean Boyle, isonce
again questioned by the Somalia inquiry commission.

Indeed, the general claimed he was informed of the falsification
of documents last September 22, when in fact he may have known
about it as early as September 15. The general is aso said to have
signed 68 falsified documents. Worse still, he is even said to have
met with the department’s former director of public relations to
discuss an eventua testimony before the inquiry commission.

How does the minister explain that General Boyle signed the
same falsified documents as Colonel Haswell but got away with it,
while Colonel Haswell is facing several charges? I's there a double
standard in military justice?

[English]

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon.
member knows from previous answers | have given in the House
that it isinappropriate for me to comment on evidence given at the
inquiry.

| ask the hon. member to wait and let everybody have their say
before drawing any conclusions.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean-Marc Jacob (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
April 25, following the tabling of documents arousing new suspi-
cions on the involvement of the Chief of Staff in the cover-up, the
military police had to reopen its investigation.

My question to the minister is as follows: What is happening
with this investigation, and when does the minister intend to make
it public?

[English]

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of National Defence and
Minister of Veterans Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | do not
comment on ongoing investigations by the military police. | ask the
hon. member to wait until the inquiry deals with these matters and
then he will get al the answers.

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is for the Minister of Human Resources Develop-
ment.

Many Canadians with disabilities are frightened and concerned
that they have fallen through the cracks of government policy.
Previously programs in support of disability employment measures
were primarily the responsibility of and were co-ordinated by
various federal government initiatives.

Under the new employment insurance regime persons with
disabilities must have a previous attachment to the labour force to
be eligible for training.

What is the government’s responsibility to unemployed Cana
dians with disabilities and what does the minister envision his
personal role to be?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member will know | am
appearing before the committee this afternoon which is charged by
the House of Commons with matters relating to Canadians with
disabilities.

With respect to the question of funding, as the hon. member
knows, the Government of Canada in the speech from the throne
and on a number of occasions has indicated its intention to
withdraw from the area of manpower training.

One thing we will have to determine in our conversations with
representatives of the disabled community is how we can achieve
the objective demanded of us by the provinces to withdraw from
labour training but still ensure persons with disabilities are taken
care of, as well they should be and as | believe they should be.

When the hon. member asks me how | envision the responsibil-
ity of the Minister of Human Resources Development, it is our
responsibility as anational government to make sure those individ-
uals who need assistance, help and support receive it. In our
negotiations with the provinces we will ensure that.

Mr. lan McClelland (Edmonton Southwest, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, persons with disabilities and groups representing persons with
disabilities feel orphaned and vulnerable and have felt that way for
some time. They feel that perhaps the minister’s department does
not have the same commitment to persons with disabilities that he
obviously has.

® (1440)

If Canadais not to become a patchwork of standards as it relates
to persons with disabilities, federal leadership is absolutely neces-
sary. That leadership has been exemplary for the last 15 or 20
years. We have been world leaders.
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As the minister stated, the Canada Health and Social Transfer
Act devolves responsibility to the provinces. Will the minister
assure the House that he will use his office to ensure that disability
related concerns are placed on the agenda at the forthcoming first
ministers' conference?

Hon. Douglas Young (Minister of Human Resour ces Develop-
ment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think we have to be very careful when
we speak. Whether they are Canadians with disabilities or not, one
has to recognize that Canada, as a federation, is very much a
patchwork.

Provinces deliver the educational programs made available to
Canadians whether they have disabilities or not. The same thing
applies to health programs, rehabilitation programs and vocational
training programs.

| understand and | hope that we will be able to find a mechanism,
in co-operation and consultation with the disabled community, that
will alow usto maintain that national visibility, and make sure that
these problems are addressed.

The community affected by the changes taking place will also
have to make its voice heard by the provincial premiers and their
governments. It should not keep coming to the Government of
Canada looking for leadership when the services are being deliv-
ered to avery large degree by the provinces, as has been the casein
the past. We have to make sure we are all working co-operatively to
try to find appropriate solutions for the disabled community, and
for that matter for all Canadians who have needs in areas where
services are delivered by the provinces.

[Translation]

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mrs. Pierrette Venne (Saint-Hubert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Secretary of State responsible for the Federal
Office of Regiona Development in Quebec.

On several occasions, the City of Saint-Hubert made representa-
tions to the minister, including one for the obtention of a fund to
promote and maintain employment in the region. We now know
that the closing of the land force command headquarters and of the
other facilities in Saint-Hubert will result in the loss of 1,400 jobs.

Can the minister tell the House if his government intends to
provide afund to promote and maintain employment in the region,
to make up for the negative impact of this closure?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Secretary of State (Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | did have
an opportunity to meet the mayor and some officials of Saint-Hub-
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ert, regarding the closure of the base. A number of facilities have
been closed across Canada, and it is essentially up to the Depart-
ment of National Defence to ensure that everything is done in a
normal and appropriate fashion for the communities concerned.

During my last meeting with the mayor of Saint-Hubert, | told
him we would set up a local investment fund of about $1 million.
This investment fund, to be used exclusively to restructure local
economic interests, seemed acceptable. Other matters were also
raised by the mayor of Saint-Hubert, including paymentsin lieu of
taxes and the fixed assetsinvolve. All theseissues are being settled
the way they are elsewhere in Canada, with a corporation taking
charge of the infrastructures.

Mrs. Pierrette Venne (Saint-Hubert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, $1
million is aimost ajoke. Why isthe minister saying heis giving $1
million, considering the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency did
not hesitate to grant a $7.5 million fund to make up for the closing
of the Cornwallis base, in Nova Scotia?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Secretary of State (Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, closures
were made all over the country. Each case was reviewed on its own
merits. We took into consideration the location of each base, as
well as the impact of its closure on the whole community.

® (1445)

Saint-Hubert is in a very good location, close to Montreal. The
investment fund of $1 million which we are setting up will fully
serve the needs of the community and will greatly help it face the
minor economic impact that may result from the closing of the
military base.

[English]

INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. Elijah Harper (Churchill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.

There has been a great deal of misunderstanding between First
Nations and other Canadians. Often we see unwarranted resent-
ment of basic aborigina and treaty rights on hunting, education,
health and taxation. This government has a responsibility to ensure
these issues are presented in a more progressive way.

What is the minister doing to promote understanding, education
and awareness of aborigina peoples in Canada?

Hon. Ron Irwin (Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when the hon. member talks
about understanding, he is talking about relationships between
people. At any given time 15 negotiations are taking place, from
the Micmacs of Nova Scotia to the Northwest Territories, as well
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asthe B.C. treaty process. These negotiations tend to have alife of
their own.

Within the last couple of months many encouraging things have
happened. The municipalities will sign an agreement with First
Nations in Calgary on Monday. This will be a first in Canada.
Aborigina recognition day is to be celebrated June 21. These are
people.

The Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce, which is composed
of people, is entering into an agreement with the First Nations of
New Brunswick, as is the Toronto-Dominion Bank in Saskatche-
wan. Business organizations from Montreal are meeting in Kahna-
wake with the Kahnawake Mohawks in two months. They had the
biggest meeting they have ever had with the aborigina people in
Montreal just a couple of months ago.

I commend the member for Rimouski—Témiscouata who is
reviving the bill to pardon Louis Riel, agreat Canadian leader, half
French, half aboriginal. That is the relation that | think is needed
and the direction in which we are going and | am quite pleased.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberals have promised job, jobs and more jobs. Now the Prince
Rupert grain terminal has announced that it will be shutting down
its operations temporarily on June 15, throwing 91 employees out
of work.

While the grain terminals cut costs, CN Rail, the Canadian
Wheat Board and the Prince Rupert Port Corporation have failed to
provide a competitive, efficient service that would see more grain
going through Prince Rupert.

Why has the government which is responsible for the Canadian
Wheat Board, the Prince Rupert Port Corporation and the new
Canadian Transportation Act failed to implement efficiencies that
would keep Canada's closest grain terminal to the Pacific rim open
for business?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the principal difficulty affecting Prince
Rupert this year is a common difficulty that is affecting all
Canadian grain portsand that is, quite frankly, a shortage of supply.

The hon. gentleman will remember that a couple of years ago the
predicament was exactly the opposite with a huge volume of grain
and congestion in the grain handling and transportation system.

The good news in this situation is that supply and demand have
become far more balanced. It is far more favourable from the
farmers’ point of view. The volumes in Canada at the present time
arelower than they have been historically. In fact, around the world

grain supplies are probably at a 20-year low. As a result of that,
prices have increased dramatically to the farmer’s advantage.

The difficulty facing Prince Rupert is that grain supplies are
lower now than they have been in a long time.

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
minister is talking about a lot of things, except freight rates, port
costs and a few other things which are contributing to this.

Individualsin Prince Rupert are being laid off. Farmers continue
to be brow-beaten by this inflexible government. The ministers of
agriculture and transport should make the changes necessary to
improve transportation so that grain will continue to move through
the port.

Why is the government making working Canadians and Prince
Rupert pay the price for a government controlled uncompetitive
grain transportation system?

® (1450)

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, whatever the marketing system, if the
grain supplies are low and the volume of grain is simply not there
to move, there is nothing that either the government or the
opposition can do to magically increase the volume.

| would point out that we are anticipating a good production
season in 1996. We anticipate Canadian grain volumes will be
substantially improved. With pricesin the world, that is once again
good news for farmers.

Recently the House enacted amendments to the legislation
pertaining to transportation generally, and grain transportation in
particular. Those changes in legislation should improve the regula
tory system to make sure that we are evolving toward a system that
is faster and cheaper and more efficient and one in which the
benefits are fairly shared among farmers, shippers and the rail-

ways.

[Translation]

FAMILY TRUSTS

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Orléans,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Finance.

In his May 1996 report, the auditor general has brought to light
the fact that $2 billion’s worth of family trusts had been transferred
to the United States free of tax. The Minister of Finance reacted to
this report by asking the Standing Committee on Finance to
consider amendments that could be made to the Income Tax Act to
prevent this kind of thing from ever happening again.
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Does the minister acknowledge the fact that al the Standing
Committee on Finance has been asked to do is to review the
specific provisions of the Income Tax Act mentioned by the
auditor general and make recommendations to prevent another
scandal?

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is my understanding, and | am sure yours, that parlia-
mentary committees are the masters of their agendas.

| am glad that the committee is reviewing the file that the hon.
member has referenced. We will look forward to the recommenda-
tions.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Orléans,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, | will remind the minister that, while supporting
areview of the Income Tax Act, we in the opposition believe we
have a duty to shed somelight on what government officials did, on
December 23, 1991, to help millionaires save on their taxes.

Why does the government object to our lifting the veil that had
been cast on the conduct of certain senior government officias, a
conduct condemned by the auditor general himself, to put a stop to
the flight of capital across the border? What does the government
have to hide? Who is it trying to protect?

[English]

Hon. Jane Stewart (Minister of National Revenue, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | will say again that parliamentary committees have full
authority to determine their own agendas.

It is my understanding that the finance committee is looking at
these aspects asthey relate to the Income Tax Act. If there are other
issues that are of concern to the members of Parliament and the
recommendations that are coming forward, they will be at public
accounts committee.

OATH OF CITIZENSHIP

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, recently the Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration stated that it was the intention of the government to
modernize the oath of citizenship.

Most Canadians would agree that the oath should reflect contem-
porary views of the rights and responsibilities of Canadian citizen-
ship.

Would such an allegiance to Canada be in addition to the current
oath of allegiance to Her Mgjesty or would it replace the oath to
Her Majesty?

Oral Questions

[Translation]

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration and Acting Minister of Canadian Heritage, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we have received the report of the parliamentary
committee on immigration and citizenship. This report contains a
large number of recommendations, including one on the oath of
allegiance under the Citizenship Act.

We are currently looking at the possibility of updating the oath
of allegiance, to bring it into line with our times. Let there be no
mistake: our goal is to strengthen Canadian identity and, with this
in mind, al options are being considered.

[English]

Ms. Val Meredith (Surrey—White Rock—South Langley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Canadians can accept the premise that new
citizens should take an oath of alegiance to Canada. Why limit
such an oath to new Canadians?

If the government will require all new Canadian citizens have to
take an oath of allegiance to Canada, does it not believe that the
members of this House should be required to take an oath of
allegiance to Canada as well?

® (1455)

The Speaker: | am not sure that question falls under the
responsibilities of the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration. |
think we will pass and go to the hon. member for Drummond.

[Translation]

REPRODUCTIVETECHNOLOGIES

Mrs. Pauline Picard (Drummond, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
March 13, the minister announced his intention to introduce a
complete bill on new reproductive technol ogies before the summer
recess.

To date, the Minister of Health has simply announced a regula-
tion on sperm deposits and has promised a genera strategy, but not
a hill.

My question is for the Minister of Health. With the report of the
Baird commission tabled over two and a half years ago, and the
urgent need for legislation, how does the minister explain his
inability to draft a bill on reproductive technologies?

[English]

Hon. David Dingwall (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| thank the hon. member for the question. We will be able to table
in the House a bill on new reproductive technologies within two
weeks.
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NIGERIA

Mrs. Beryl Gaffney (Nepean, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Secretary of State for Latin America and Africa.

Reports of attacks on Nigerians working for democratic reform
in Nigeria are very disturbing. First, the president-elect has been
under detention by the military since 1994 and now, yesterday, the
president’s wife was gunned down on a street in Lagos.

Could the secretary of state tell the House how the Canadian
government is responding to this tragic and brutal slaying?

Hon. Christine Stewart (Secretary of State (Latin America
and Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Canada deplores and condemns
the assassination of Mrs. Abiola. As my colleague said, her
husband isagreat democrat who hasbeenin prisonin Nigeriasince
1994. Her assassination yesterday contributes to the fear and
insecurity in that country.

Canada has been insisting that Nigeria return to democracy and
respect of human rights. Mrs. Abiola has been a strong fighter, not
only for therights of her husband, but for those of all Nigerians. We
send to her family and to al of the supporters of democracy in
Nigeria our sincere sympathy.

TAXATION

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this year
the Minister of Finance snuck in on the fine print of his budget
plan—I refer to the footnote on page 67 of his seniors' benefits
booklet—a 20 per cent clawback for middleincome seniors. Thisis
a 20 per cent tax. It is on top of the unconscionable rates already
imposed on all Canadians by the government, while the Minister of
Finance boasts about no new taxes.

Will the Minister of Finance explain why middle income seniors,
who built this country and worked hard to secure their retirement,
will now find themselves the most heavily taxed people in the
country?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member knows full well that in an era of scarce, indeed
shrinking financial resources, it is crucia to focus help on those
who need it most. That is what we have done in this instance.

The hon. member will aso know that it is important to ensure
that there will be a pension system available for young Canadians
comparable to the one which the country now enjoys. That also is
what we have done.

What we have doneis far preferable to the position advocated by
the Reform Party, which would lead to the compl ete evisceration of
the Canada pension plan and government support for retired
seniors.

GOODS AND SERVICESTAX

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my question
is also for the Minister of Finance.

He will be aware that in yesterday’s byelection in Nova Scotia
the GST harmonization was an issue that was front and centre and
that the Liberals came in a humiliating third place.

An hon. member: Who came in first?

Mr. Riis: The NDP came first. He will also be aware that the
premiers of the western provinces have asked that he withdraw
from the GST harmonization scheme.

Will he now recognize that this is the wrong course to take,
follow the advice of the western premiers and pull out of that GST
harmonization scheme?

® (1500)

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
perhaps | should quote from Robert Shepherd, a columnist for the
Globe and Mail referring to what has been done. | do not often
quote from the Globe and Mail: * Sure the feds are using other
provinces tax revenues to ease the harmonization clause for New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, just as they did to top
up Ontario’s coffers when the floor dropped out of its tax base
during the 1991 recession or Alberta’'s when energy prices fell
suddenly’.

He could have gone to talk about the support the federal
government provided western grain farmers in Saskatchewan and
Manitoba when they required help.

Let me simply say nationa unity is not helped with provincial
premiers engaged in empty fed bashing or attacking other prov-
inces. National unity is helped when the country recognizes the
regions come together to help each other.

PRESENCE IN GALLERY
The Speaker: | draw to the attention of the House the presence
in the galery of the Canadian Healthy Environment National
Award winners and finalists.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.
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[English]

REPORT OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER

The Speaker: | have the honour to lay upon the table the report
of the Chief Electoral Officer of Canada entitled *“ The March 1996
Byelections—Technological Innovations: Reaping the Rewards”.

[Translation]

This document is deemed permanently referred to the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs.

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table in both
official languages the government’s response to 21 petitions.

* Kk %

ENVIRONMENT WEEK

Hon. Sergio Marchi (Minister of the Environment, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this week Canada is celebrating Environment Week.
While we take this time every year to acknowledge the importance
of ahealthy environment to Canadians, this year we also take pride
in celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Department of the
Environment. Therefore it is both atime to reflect on our successes
as a nation and take stock of the challenges that still confront
communities across Canada.

There is a very simple equation we must understand. A healthy
environment will add to the health of our families and communi-
ties, while an unhealthy environment will hurt us all.

Pollution Probe states that 6 per cent of al respiratory admis-
sions to Canadian hospitals are smog related. Doctors and health
practitioners in urban areas tell us smog and air pollution cause
increased health problems to heart and respiratory disease suffer-
ers.

Yesterday in the air summit organized by the government of
metropolitan Toronto this was very clear. It aso costs our health
care system over a hillion dollars a year, conservatively, for these
respiratory ailments. Polluted drinking water has an even more
noticeable cause and effect.

® (1505)

So is it not time we al started making healthy choices for our
environment and for ourselves? All Canadians and al levels of

Routine Proceedings

government need to subscribe to strong national standards of
environmental quality for all Canadiansin all regions of this great
country.

[Translation]

After all, what we are really talking about is making a choice for
healthy neighbourhoods; a choice for clean water to drink; achoice
for beaches where our children can swim; and a choice for clean
air.

[English]

Thisis achoice we have to work for. It isachoicein lifestyle, a
choice in how we recycle and reuse. It involves how we get to work
aswell as how we work, and of course how we use our resourcesto
promote our economy without sacrificing arenewable resource and
source of jobs and wealth for our citizens.

Everyday Canadians are making those choices and there are a
great many individuals among us who are working to promote a
healthier Canadian environment. A few of those individuals are
with ustoday in the public gallery who moments ago the House and
the Chair recognized.

[Translation]

Today, | have the pleasure of announcing the winners of Cana-
da's Healthy Environment Awards. We had over 200 nominees this
year, al of whom have shown a dedication to the environment
which is quite remarkable.

[English]

Of course | cannot mention them all by name, but they range in
age from their teensto their seventies. They are both municipal and
corporate leaders as well as students and teachers. To give an idea
of the kinds of achievements we are celebrating here today, let me
point briefly to the youth leadership winners.

Thirteen-year old Jean-Dominic Lévesque-René of Quebec has
worked hard to promote awareness about the link between pesti-
cides and cancer, while secondary student Sara McEachern from
British Columbia helped produce a video about what children can
do to save planet earth. These are but two examples of the choices
young Canadians have made to improve Canada's environment.

The environmental citizens we honour today, the environmental
patriots really, have proven that irrespective of their walks of life
all Canadians are empowered to make an individual contribution to
a hedlthier and more sustainable environment.

We talk in the House about all the things government should do
for the environment but we tend to forget that it is the individual
who often makes the critical difference. Without great fanfare or
publicity they do it quietly, powerfully and effectively. They are
people who take responsibility for their neighbourhoods and
ultimately their country.
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Governments must therefore do their part to promote this brand
of environmental citizenship. The House will be dealing with a
number of important environmental concerns in the coming days
and months, not the least of which will be a revitalized Canadian
Environmental Protection Act, the main tool box Canada has at
its disposition in terms of controlling what goes in our air and in
our water.

There is aso endangered species legislation which Canadians
tell us constantly at all levels is important to preserve because of
the animals and plants we care about. If we do not take care of them
we are not taking care of ourselves.

We are also maintaining the international leadership Canada has
been able to forge worl dwide, which means honouring our commit-
ments and taking leadership roles on issues such as climate change.

[Translation]

We will also continue our environmental partnership with the
United States and Mexico in a meeting of the Commission for
Environmental Co-operation in Toronto at the end of June.

[English]

In many ways our environment goes straight to the heart of what
makes us a nation. Our respect and love for the land and seais part
of our national and natural heritage. It is a source of national pride
and it continues to attract people from al corners of the globe.
Consequently we must plan for the future in order to protect this
irreplaceable resource.

o (1510)

The Prime Minister said the environment must become one of
the mgjor priorities for this government as we prepare for the 21st
century.

Please join me in congratulating some of the Canadians with us
here today who are helping to make that pledge a readlity.

[Translation]

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | too am
pleased to risein this House today to recognize Environment Week.

| agree with the Minister of the Environment that it isimportant
to draw attention to the success stories of individuals and corpora-
tions that have understood how vital it is for our common future
that we protect and enhance our biophysical environment.

Like the minister, the Globe and Mail noted yesterday the
outstanding contribution to the cause of the environment of
individuals like David Suzuki, NGOs like Greenpeace and Pollu-
tion Probe, and corporations like Cascade.

For my part, | would like to recognize the contribution made by
all those who, while they may not win aprizefor it, make sure, ona
daily basis, to reduce their energy consumption, to recycle and to
buy fewer overpackaged products, in a word, to act in a way that
respects the integrity of the natural environment they feel responsi-
ble for.

| am confident that, in the near future, these Canadians and
Quebecers will succeed in imposing their wishes and values on the
government as well as on those corporations still refusing to make
the environment a priority.

On the one hand, | share the minister’s hopesto see environmen-
tal citizenship develop among Canadians and Quebecers of al
ages. On the other hand, | must dissociate myself from him, when
he talks about the most effective means to achieve our common
goal.

In his speech, the minister referred to the 25th anniversary of
Environment Canada. While it is true that, since it was established,
this department has contributed to the protection of the environ-
ment, we must nevertheless recognize that what it has done mainly
is cause a great deal of duplication and overlap, much as the
minister stubbornly denies it. But interference by the federa
government has been condemned time and time again by succes-
sive Quebec governments, along with the inefficiencies it causes
and, more importantly, the lack of respect for regional uniqueness
it reflects.

Documents, such as the environmental framework entitled
Cadre deréférence sur le partage desroles et responsabilités entre
Queébec et le gouvernement fédéral en matiére d environnement et
de faune published by a certain Liberal government in August of
1994, show the negative impact of overlap on the management of
government responsibilities with regard to the environment.

In his speech, the minister referred to the future Canadian
Environmental Protection Act and to the endangered species
legidation he intends to introduce in this House by next year.

| hope that the minister has learned from past mistakes and that,
in an effort to better protect our health and our natural heritage, he
will consider the comments humbly submitted to him by the
official opposition aswell as by provincial governments, including
that of Quebec, which fear another federal attempt to unilaterally
impose its will on the provinces, which already play acrediblerole
in this area.

The recent conference of federal and provincia environment
ministers gives us some hope that Ottawa may adopt a new, more
flexible approach.

The Bloc Quebecois is happy to see the positive results of that
conference, including an action plan on climatic change.
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Yet, the minister’'s recent comments before the standing com-
mittee on the environment suggested that the CCME was no longer
a useful working tool for the federa government.

In closing, | would like to add that, in 1996, no government,
department, business leader or other decision maker should ignore
his or her responsibilities or, even worse, hurt the cause of the
environment.

o (1515)

Each decision must therefore be made in light of its impact on
the delicate balance of our globa environment. The health of our
children and of al future generations is at stake.

[English]

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great pleasure to respond today to the environment
minister’s statement on Environment Week.

Our environment is very important. It continues to top opinion
polls as one of the most important subjects to British Columbians
and | think to all Canadians who are very proud of our environment
in Canada. We want to make sure that our healthy environment is
maintained.

As has been pointed out, a healthy environment also leads to a
healthy economy. Certainly anything we can do to enhance our
economy, look after our economy, as well as look after our
environment is a tremendous tag team approach. That is important
to our whole country.

Canadians from coast to coast are very proud of their land. They
have a very close association with the land. Canadians are proud
when visitors to our country comment on our clean streets, our
clean water, our clean surroundings. Our visitors are envious of our
environment and we have a tremendous responsibility to make sure
it is maintained.

Living very close to the Canada-U.S. border as | do, | often hear
comments from our American visitors who come up to admire
Cultus Lake and other clean bodies of water in my riding. They are
very pleased to visit Canada. It is atremendous tourist attraction to
have a clean environmental record.

Canadians themselves are to be congratulated on maintaining a
high level of environmental awareness and environmental excel-
lence. This has been achieved through hard work on behalf of most
Canadians who share that concern.

The minister mentioned that his department received over 200
nominees for the Canadian Healthy Environment Awards. | was
exceptionally proud to see a group from my own riding as one of
those nominees. Student representatives as well asthe kitchen crew
from Kent Elementary School in Agassiz, B.C. were nominated.

Routine Proceedings

With only 23 candidates from the entire province, they can be very
proud to have been nominated for this award.

Perhaps the minister forgot to mention that there was a little
contest on the Hill today for the greenest, most environmentally
aware parliamentary office. | was very pleased that he gave the
Reform whip's office the award for the cleanest and most environ-
mentally sensitive office on the Hill. | know the minister will try
harder next year in order to achieve that award for his own office.

The minister said in his speech that the significance of this week
isto reflect on our successes. If he was referring to the successes of
Canadians who have gone the extra mile to make improvements to
the environment, then he is very correct. The evidence is in the
environment awards presented to the 200 nominees. However, if he
was referring just to the successes of his own department, then |
would argue it was not so obvious. Since assuming power, former
environment minister Sheila Copps and the present minister have
talked a good talk about the environment but have not always been
able to follow through.

Sheila Copps, who today is fighting for re-election in Hamilton,
is clearly embarrassed by her record in her own riding. Whenever
the issue of the Taro dump comes up, Ms. Copps refuses to
comment onit. Again last night there was a debate on that subject. |
think the reason is that for over two years she had a chance as the
environment minister to do an environmental assessment on the
Taro dump site and she refused. Today the residents of Hamilton
arejudging her byelection campaign in part on her lack of actionin
that area

As mentioned by the member for Fraser Valley West, in Sydney,
Nova Scotia the tar ponds are areal problem. They are laden with
PCBs. Is the minister going to move to clean that up soon? He
knows the site. He has been there. The talk is right but we need
some action on the Nova Scatia tar ponds problem. Although we
are celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Department of the
Environment today, | hope it does not take another 25 years to
clean up the tar ponds. We have to get moving on it rather than just
talking about it.

Another problem the minister is aware of is off the coast of
Prince Edward Island. On the ocean floor is the Irving Whale ail
barge with its 4,000 tonnes of heavy bunker sea fuel oil. Last
summer the government spent more than $12 million in an attempt
to lift that barge only to discover that the barge also contained
6,800 litres of PCBs.

® (1520)

Again, not the current minister but the minister at the time, Ms.
Sheila Copps, said she did not know that PCBs were on board but
the operation had to be stopped halfway through. As the member
for New Westminster—Burnaby and the Reform Party pointed out,
Ms. Copps had actually tabled a brief in the House of Commons
that she did know about this but had not taken it into account before
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she started the lifting project. It was really a $12 million failed
experiment to lift the barge.

Today the minister said that a healthy environment will add to
the health of our families and our communities. | would hope on
the projects | specifically mentioned the minister will realize that
those specific sites are making people in that area nervous about
their health and their communities as well. | hope he will take
action on those sooner rather than later.

The minister also stated that governments must do their part to
promote the idea of environmenta citizenship. He is right. They
must take part and it must be very much a leadership role. | know
he is working with the Canadian Council of Ministers of the
Environment to try to reduce the duplication to make sure that
while the environment is protected, the regulatory mess does not
become an impediment to environmental clean-ups and to find
ways to work with the provinces to make sure it happens efficient-

ly.

| know he has spoken the right words. | hope he will take that
lead and make sure the agreement between the environment
ministers actually results in a cleaner environment for al of
Canada.

In closing, let me again congratulate all those who received the
achievement awards as well as al those who were nominated.
Through these people we see that actions speak much louder than
words. | extend my congratulations to them and to the minister for
initiating and handing out those awards. | wish the best of luck to
the minister on next year’s office award.

Mr. Taylor: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Asthe New
Democratic Party environment critic, | would like an opportunity
to respond today as well. | wonder if you would seek unanimous
consent from the Chamber.

TheDeputy Speaker: | am pleased to do so. Is there unanimous
consent to alow the hon. member for The Battlefords—M eadow
Lake to respond?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—M eadow L ake, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | appreciate the will of the House to allow meto say afew
words today on Environment Week. | congratulate the Minister of
the Environment for his strong wordsin support of the environment
and | congratulate those who this week have been recognized for
their environmental achievements.

There certainly are a great number of people across Canadawho
are actively engaged in environmental projects, activities and
educational matters. They are doing a great dea to further the
interests of this planet. | congratulate each and every one of them.

A great number of people are concerned about the future of the
environment, about the future of the habitat on Earth and indeed
about the planet itself. They may not have been able to participate

in local projects or to initiate them, but they want to see those who
are able to work on environmental matters have the resourcesto do
so. They want to see the federal government take the necessary
action to ensure there is a good strong federal presence on
environmental issues.

| noticed a slight change today in some of the language the
minister is using. | simply want to take a minute to point out a
couple of things. Recently the minister has talked about the need
for a strong federal role on the environment. The other day in
question period | took the opportunity to congratulate him on his
stand on a strong federal role. Following the meeting of the
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment, the minister is
now talking about strong national standards instead of the need for
a strong federa role. The ministers have begun to talk about
national standards rather than the presence of the federal govern-
ment in the field.

® (1525)

Members of the public will recognize there is a big difference
between the need for strong national standards, which we all adhere
to, and the need for a strong federal role, a governmental presence
in environmental issues. | can stress that by pointing to a couple of
specific areas that need some attention, particularly when we look
at what will be happening in the near future.

The Standing Committee on the Environment and Sustainable
Development recently issued a report on the review of the Cana-
dian Environmental Protection Act. The government response to
the CEPA review fell short of expectations.

The amendmentsto CEPA that the government must put forward
should be coming forward in the very near future. It is very
important to people concerned about the environment across
Canada that the message which was sent to the government by the
Standing Committee on the Environment and Sustainable Develop-
ment be fulfilled. That message was about the need for a strong
federal role in dealing with toxic chemicals and other regulations
under CEPA.

On the biotechnology chapter, to actually consider moving
biotechnology to agriculture from the environment so that those
who are promoting the business of biotechnology will also be
charged with enforcing regulatory compliance makes absolutely no
sense. We have to keep these matters within the context of the
environment.

| do not want to abuse the time the House has given me today
because | appreciate it very much. | mentioned the Fisheries Act in
a question the other day. | want to reiterate that to the minister.

At the Canadian Environmental Network meeting in Hamilton
on the weekend, the minister received astrong statement about the
federa role in the environment which was signed by 100 organiza-
tions across Canada. | would ask the minister to review, support
and act on that statement from CEN.
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COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

INDUSTRY

Mr. David Walker (Winnipeg North Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | have the honour to present in both official languages the first
report of the Standing Committee on Industry. In accordance with
its order of reference of Monday, May 22, 1996, your committee
has considered Bill C-4, an act to amend the Standards Council of
Canada Act and agrees to report it without amendment.

* Kk %

BUSINESSOF THE HOUSE

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Labour and Deputy
L eader of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 27 and to special order, |
move:

That, during the 10 sitting daysbefore June 23, 1996, on Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Wednesdays the ordinary time of daily adjournment shall be 9.30 p.m.

The Deputy Speaker: It is a debatable motion. Is the House
ready for the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

TheDeputy Speaker: Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members. On division.

(Motion agreed to.)

® (1530)

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PUBLICACCOUNTS

Mr. Don Boudria (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to ask for the unanimous consent of the
House to move a motion. | move:

That four members of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts and two
staff persons of the committee be authorized to travel to Victoria, British
Columbia to attend the annual conference of the Canada Council of Public
Accounts Committees from September 8 to September 10, 1996.

[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, the parties have been consulted, and | think you
will find unanimous consent for this motion.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Routine Proceedings
(Motion agreed to.)

[English]
PETITIONS

JUSTICE

Hon. Warren Allmand (Notre-Dame-de-Gréce, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have two petitions to present. One is from citizens of
London, Ontario and the other is from citizens of Toronto.

The petitioners say that abolishing judicial review for convicted
lifers under article 745 of the Criminal Code will only serve to
increase both the human and economic costs of the criminal justice
system and increase public fear and misconceptions about crime
among the Canadian public.

They say that article 745 is not a loophole, does not provide
automatic release and is actually carried out by a jury made up of
members of the community. They say that if there are concerns that
the individual under review poses arisk of committing violencein
the community, that person is not released.

Therefore the petitioners call on Parliament to oppose the repeal
of article 745 and to launch a concerted public education campaign
to promote the need for more responsible and humane criminal
justice approaches to enhance the safety of all Canadians.

IMPAIRED DRIVING

Mr. Geoff Regan (Halifax West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
present a petition signed by 2,016 petitioners.

The petitioners request that Parliament proceed immediately
with amendments to the Criminal Code which will ensure that a
sentence given to anyone convicted of driving while impaired or
causing injury or death while impaired reflect both the severity of
the crime and zero tolerance by Canada toward the crime.

[Translation]
RAW MILK CHEESE

Mr. Ghidain Lebel (Chambly, BQ): Mr. Speaker, 73,300
people have signed a petition asking the Minister of Health not to
go ahead with his plan to amend the regulations on importing raw
milk cheese into Canada.

To avoid cluttering up the House, | am tabling a list of 45
signatures requesting the minister not to amend the regulations. |
will send the remaining signatures to the minister directly.

[English]
TAXATION

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have
two petitions to present pursuant to Standing Order 36.
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The first comes from Regina, Saskatchewan. The petitioners
draw to the attention of the House that managing the family home
and caring for preschool children is an honourable profession
which has not been recognized for its value to society.

They aso state the Income Tax Act discriminates against
traditional families that make the choice to provide care in the
home to preschool children, the disabled, the chronicaly ill or the

aged.

The petitioners therefore pray and call on Parliament to pursue
initiatives to eliminate tax discrimination against families that
decide to provide care in the home for preschool children, the
disabled, the chronically ill or the aged.

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
second comes from Godfrey, Ontario.

The petitioners bring to the attention of the House that consump-
tion of acoholic beverages may cause health problems or impair
one's ability and specifically that fetal alcohol syndrome and other
alcohol related birth defects are 100 per cent preventable by
avoiding acohol consumption during pregnancy.

The petitioners therefore pray and call on Parliament to enact
legidation to require health warning labels to be placed on the
containers of all alcoholic beverages to caution expectant mothers
and others of the risks associated with alcohol consumption.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Prince Albert—Churchill River, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to present two petitions pursuant to
Standing Order 36.

Thefirst isfrom residents of Etobicoke, Ontario. The petitioners
support effective endangered species legislation. Therefore they
pray and call on Parliament to support the strengthening of the
recent legislative proposal for an effective Endangered Species
Act.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Prince Albert—Churchill River, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the second petition is aso from residents of Etobi-
coke, Ontario.

The petitioners pray and request that Parliament will not amend
the human rights code, the Canadian Human Rights Act or the
charter of rights and freedoms to add the phrase sexual orientation.

® (1535)
AGE OF CONSENT
Mr. Gurbax Singh Malhi (Bramalea—Gore—Malton, Lib.):

Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36, | have the honour of
presenting the following petition.

The petitioners pray and request that Parliament amend the
Criminal Code of Canada to set the age of consent at 18 so as
provide protection from exploitation and abuses. There are close to
1,000 signatures.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
following questions will be answered today: Question No. 13.

[Text]
Question No. 13—Mr. Gilmour:

What was the total dollar amount (direct and indirect) and source of
government funding included in the 1995-96 estimates to the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee?

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): In 1995-96,
Human Resources Development Canada provided funding in the
amount of $200,000 to the Western Canada Wilderness Committee
for a youth service Canada project.

In 1995-96, the following departments and agencies report that
they have not provided any funding to the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee: Canadian International Development
Agency; Department of Canadian Heritage; Environment Canada;
National Capital Commission; Natural Resources Canada.

Other departments and agencies have not been canvassed con-
cerning this question as they had not provided funding to the
Western Wilderness Committee in previous questions dealing with
this subject.

[English]

QUESTIONS PASSED ASORDERSFOR RETURNS

Mr. Paul Zed (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
Question No. 2 could be made an Order for Return, the return
would be tabled immediately.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that the remain questions be allowed to stand.
The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | rise on a point of order, still for the same reason. | also
rose on May 27, 1996 and | do so today with respect to Question
Q-19, aquestion on the Order Paper for over 45 days, since | tabled
it on March 6.

Yesterday, | met the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs in
committee, he appeared to be very knowledgeable when answering
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my questions. Since this is a question that relates directly to his
area of responsibility, it does not take a rocket scientist and 200
officials to research it.

I would simply like to know if, in the past five years, there
existed—uwithin the Privy Council, the Department of the Solicitor
General of Canada, or elsewhere in the federa government—an
emergency measures co-ordinating unit, and if so, who and what
are its past and present members, budget meeting dates, and
subjects of discussion at each meeting? Has this unit drawn up
plans for emergency situations or not, and, if so, what are those
plans?

This sort of thing, in a department that spends millions of
dollars, ought to be easy enough to answer quickly.

| ask the government opposite when it will answer my question.
These questions are easily answered. Millions of dollars were spent
on the referendum, and on Canadian unity. Surely they can
calculate figures and do accounts. They should be able to answer
such simple questions.

| warn the representative of the Liberal government, that | will
ask this question every week. Perhaps that will not please the
minister before me, the member for Hull—Aylmer. Perhaps you do
not find it pleasing because some of the money was spent whileyou
were Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs.

Perhaps we should find out how you spent this money, and how
much you spent in Quebec. Answer the questions, if you have
nothing to hide. Instead of answering me directly, while your
microphone is not on and we cannot hear your stupid remarks—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Deputy Speaker: Dear colleague, | think the point is clear.
Before asking our colleague's permission to honour this request,
does the parliamentary secretary wish to answer the hon. member?

[English]

Mr. Zed: Mr. Speaker, as always, my colleagueiseloguent in his
attempts to make his point. We appreciate his patience.

If he has already spoken to the minister on the subject then no
doubt he has received some assurances the answer he was seeking
is available. We are attempting to get the information clarified and
it is certainly our hope to provide the information to the member as
soon as it becomes available.

TheDeputy Speaker: |sthere agreement to accept the Order for
Return?

An hon. member: No.

Supply
[Translation]

TheDeputy Speaker: | would like to inform my colleaguesthat,
because of the ministerial statement, Government Orders will be
extended by 23 minutes.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

SUPPLY

ALLOTTED DAY—RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ)
moved:

That this House condemn the federal government for its regressive research

and development policies in regard to Quebec, in particular its unilateral

decision to cut thefederal contribution of $7.2 million planned for the Canadian
Centre for Magnetic Fusion in Varennes.

Shesaid: Mr. Speaker, given the short time available, | will share
my 20-minute period with the hon. member for Hochelaga—Mai-
sonneuve.

® (1540)

The non-votable motion put forward by the official opposition
for debate today is about research and development.

For afew years, the Bloc Quebecois has been deploring the fact
that Quebec is being underfinanced by the federal government in
the area of research and development. Year after year, the figures
clearly show that Quebec does not receive its fair share of the
money invested in research and development by the federa
government. More recently, the latest round of federal cuts has
widened the gap, especially the federal government’s withdrawal
from the only major scientific project in Quebec, the Varennes
tokamak project.

My motion reads as follows:

That this House condemn the federal government for its regressive research
and development policies in regard to Quebec, in particular its unilateral
decision to cut thefederal contribution of $7.2 million planned for the Canadian
Centre for Magnetic Fusion in Varennes.

| would like to set the record straight on a completely erroneous
piece of information often used by the Minister of Natura Re-
sourcesin answering the official opposition’s questions. In fact, my
colleague from Anjou—Riviére-des-Prairies pointed this out to the
House this afternoon during statements by members just before
question period.

When the minister compares Quebec’s share with that of the
other provinces, she never includes the amounts allocated to the
national capital region, amost all of which is located in Ontario.
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Let us look a little more closely at this situation, in light of a
study done by the Quebec Ministry of Industry, Trade, Science
and Technology on federal spending in research and development.

Between 1979 and 1991, six out of ten provinces were overfi-
nanced, Ontario, of course, coming out ahead with a $3 hillion
surplus.

During the same period, Quebec was seriously underfinanced by
$2.5 hillion, followed by Alberta with $1.5 billion, British Colum-
biawith $369 million, and Saskatchewan with $124 million. In the
last few years, however, the situation has been getting a little better
in Saskatchewan, British Columbia and Alberta.

The most common indicator showing how intensive the research
and development effort was is the ratio of net domestic R and D
expenditures to gross domestic product.

On that score, if the federal government had been fair, this ratio
would have been 1.82 per cent, instead of 1.71 per cent in 1991.

Research and development funding is usually divided between
intra- and extramural expenditures.

On the subject of intraomural expenditures, that is to say
expenditures for federal laboratories, the study showed that, for
one thing, only 13.8 per cent of intra-mural expenditures went to
Quebec, compared to 57.7 per cent to Ontario.

The high concentration of federal laboratories in the Ottawa
region only partly explainswhy Ontario received such alarge share
of the funding. In the areas of natural science and engineering, the
federal government has been carrying out more intra-mural re-
search outside of Ottawa, but still within Ontario, than in any of the
four other major regions of Canada, namely Quebec, British
Columbia, the prairies and Atlantic Canada.

It is also estimated that, between 1963 and 1991, Quebec lost, in
intramural funding alone, more than $5.3 billion in 1991 dollars.

In addition, in 1991, the relative scarcity of federal research and
development |aboratories in Quebec trandated into a shortage of
more than 2,230 person-years, or eight times the combined staff
level of the Biotechnology Research Institute and the Industria
Materials Institute, two of the main federal laboratories in the
Montreal area.

Finally, as regards assistance to businesses, or extramural
expenditures, the study concluded that, with its $32 million deficit,
Quebec was the only province to have incurred in 1991 a signifi-
cant deficit in terms of federal industrial research and devel opment
expenditures.

There is an unmistakable connection between the location of
federal research facilities and the allocation of federal business. It

is therefore little wonder that, over the 1979-1990 period, Ottawa
businesses were awarded more contracts and that the annual
amounts paid to each of them for federal research and devel opment
work were much higher than anywhere else.

® (1545)

A June 1995 study commissioned by the INRS, Quebec's
national institute for scientific research, came to similar conclu-
sions. The authors of the study also pointed out that only 25 of the
156 federal laboratories in Canada are located in Quebec. This
means 16 per cent of them, compared to 62 per cent for Ontario, or
a40 per cent difference. Laboratoriesin Quebec only employ 3,002
of the 22,360 scientists and technicians working in federal facili-
ties, barely 13.4 per cent of the total, compared to 49 per cent for
Ontario.

The authors of the study also pointed out that, since 1980, the
Government of Canada has been favouring the advanced technolo-
gy sector. The effect of this policy is that the four federal
laboratories in Quebec ssimply do not compare with the new onesin
Ontario and Manitoba. For example, a huge federal facility em-
ploying 2,227 researchers in the nuclear energy sector wasset upin
Ontario, while another one employs 925 peoplein Manitoba. There
is simply no comparison with the situation in Quebec.

Quebec’s largest laboratory was established in the airspace
sector. It employs 268 people, while another facility located in
Ottawa recruited 297 people. It would have been much simpler to
centralize, for once, the aerospace industry in a single Quebec
location.

A new communication and information techniques facility hired
180 people in Quebec, but three similar laboratories located in
Ottawa employ 566 people. The authors of the study also indicated
that the proportion of contracts awarded in Quebec under the
federal contracting out policy went down from 21.6 per cent to 13
per cent over a period of about 20 years ending in 1994.

Since 1985, this proportion never exceeded 15.5 per cent. In fact,
barely 4 per cent of Quebec companies active in research and
development get federal contracts in the science and technology
sector. In Canada, there does not seem to be money available for
science, research and knowledge. Yet, these will be the keys to
successin the 21st century. By contrast, the federal government can
afford to spend over $7 million on flags and kites, as pointed out
yesterday by the Leader of the Opposition.

| ask the government to reread the letter written by the president
of the Canadian Association of Physicists, Mr. Vincett. Before
concluding, | will read a few excerpts of his |etter. In reference to
the background, Mr. Vincett writes:
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[English]

“Your government has consistently stressed the importance of
science and technology to Canada’'s economic future. You have
kept cutsto the Natural Science and Engineering Research Council
to alevel less than that suffered by many agencies. More recently,
your government’s report ‘Science and Technology for the New
Century’ has again emphasized the critical role of science and
technology” .

[Translation]

In reference to the issue, the president says:
[English]

“Recent deficit reduction efforts have obliged Natura Re-
sources Canada to concentrate on its core mandate which is not of
course science and technology. Yet the budget which supports
science of broad national importance has not been transferred to
Industry Canada. As aresult, mgjor national science facilities will
lose their funding. This together with the likely effects on the
university research infrastructure of cuts to the transfer payments
and the significant closures which are occurring as a result of cuts
to the national science and engineering research council place your
entire science and technology strategy at serious risk and endanger
the future health of the economy as we move into a knowledge
based world”.

[Translation]

In reference to the importance of basic science, Mr. Vincett
writes:

[English]

“The threatened damage to Canada's basic effort will be a
disaster for future economic growth since basic science is the
foundation upon which most technological and economic advances
depend. As the chairman of the Bank of Nova Scotia said in 1994:
‘Public support for science—is one of the very few categories of
government spending that deserves to be increased—studies have
shown conclusively that the overall return to society from invest-
ment in knowledge creation is extremely high™.

® (1550)

[Translation]

The solution proposed by the president is the following:
[English]

“This issue transcends individual government departments.
Unlike most of the developed world, Canada does not have a
co-ordinated policy for the establishment, operation and closure of
national scientific facilities. As aresult, actions in one department
can have a devastating effect on programs in another. | strongly

Supply

urge you to establish an expert committee to report to you quickly
on what such a co-ordinated policy should contain”.

[Translation]

It would be in the interest of the ministers who received a copy
of this letter, and the Prime Minister, to read it over again, to make
sure Canada is not headed for an even worse economic future.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, you may be sure that if the official opposition has decided
to dedicate one of its opposition days to research and devel opment,
it is because we have very serious reasons for wanting to see
corrective action taken. | hope that the Minister of Natural
Resources, who we just heard is going to take part in the debate,
will understand fully the gravity of the situation.

Before going into detail, | know that my colleague, the member
for Verchéres, will give a complete picture of the discrimination
being suffered by the Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion, since,
as you know, the government is getting ready to close down
unilaterally what is undoubtedly one, if not the, major natural
sciences facility in Quebec.

| hope that the minister will take advantage of this debate to
honour a commitment she made when she appeared before the
natural resources sub-committee, and give a solemn undertaking to
find aternative funding, because that is the solution.

We can understand that the government must put its fiscal house
in order. But why isit that for decades now—in fact, it started with
the creation of the National Research Council of Canada in the
1950s—Quebec has systematically and consistently lost out when
it comes to research and development?

So that it is very clear what we are talking about during the
debate, | would like to propose that we define research and
development as work that is creative in nature and that is carried
out in a systematic fashion in order to increase the stock of
knowledge or devise new applications for this knowledge.

Why isresearch and devel opment so important and why have al
industrialized countries that have taken charge of their develop-
ment been concerned with having arigorous and consistent policy,
which incidentally is not the case for Canada, which, as we speak,
still has no systematic research and development policy? Unbeliev-
ably, its policy is completely ad hoc.

Research and development is important because it adds to
knowledge, and it adds to value added, obviously enabling us to
establish links with the important export sector.

It is nonetheless very obvious that Canada's research and
development performance is very weak, and | am anxious to hear
what the Minister of Natural Resources has to say about this,
because all industrialized countries do R and D. On average,
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industrialized countries devote 2.3 per cent of their GDP to
research and development policies or investments.

® (1555)

Imagine, for a few years aready, Canada has been stagnating
with investments amounting to 1.5 per cent. Simply put, of all
industrialized countries, only Italy, Iceland and Ireland show a
worse performance than Canada. Sweden, Japan, Switzerland, the
United States, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Finland, the
Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, and Austria perform
better than Canada with regard to R & D.

What is worrisome and should bring Quebec ministers to spring
into action is the systemic discrimination against Quebec regarding
R & D. Some would say that, looking at the system as a whole,
there might be some discrepancies in certain sectors, which is
acceptable.

But who in the government, which minister is going to be frank
and lucid enough to explain to us how it is that there is a four
billion dollar a year difference between investments made by the
federal government in a province like Ontario and its investments
in Quebec? How can that be explained?

| know that the Minister of Natural Resources will be at alossto
explain this. How can she explain that, year in and year out, there
are between 25 and 30 federal research |aboratories in Quebec and
close to 80 in Ontario? Are there factors we should know about
which could explain this state of affairs?

I will give you more precise numbers to show that, if the official
opposition has decided to talk about R & D, itisnot onawhim, itis
not because we think that thisis only a bad stretch we have to go
through.

The Minister of Natural Resources, who is the most incendiary
of al ministersin this government, must be aware of the discrimi-
nation Quebec has been the victim of for the last three decades. The
government’s systematic interventions and policies in this respect
started in the 1950s and have been going on now for three, almost
four decades.

It found away to concentrate most of itsinvestmentsin what the
member for Rimouski-Témiscouata rightly called intra muros
projects;, namely, the federal government spends around seven
billion dollarson its R & D policies according to two principles. It
doesit initslaboratories, the number of which is estimated at about
177.

The natural resources minister will certainly share the indigna-
tion | feel when | seethat the government did not seefit to establish
aregional development policy in the area of research and develop-
ment. Had it been serious, it would have ensured that Atlantic

Canada, western Canada, Ontario and Quebec could benefit equally
from investments in R and D.

| understand thisis not a mathematical question. But when there
is a difference such as the one that exists between Quebec and
Ontario, a difference supported by the government, what are we to
think? | challenge the minister. When we analysed the merits of the
Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion project, which involved
Hydro-Quebec and the Institut national de la recherche scientifi-
que, what scientist in Quebec would have thought that somebody
would be foolhardy enough—and | think irresponsible would be
the right word to use here—to cancel such a project?

Everybody agrees that the minister was a brilliant lawyer in the
past and | challenge her to rise in this House and name one scientist
in Quebec who supports her decision. The fact is that there are two
major research and development projects in Quebec: the Canadian
Space Agency, whose $300 million budget was reduced to about
$200 million, and the Varennes project.

® (1600)

It is quite simple: in the area of research and development,
especially natural sciences, whenever we looked for examples of
major projects, we had two of them before us: the Canadian Space
Agency, which was cut, and the project under the responsibility of
the Minister of Natural Resources.

The merits of this project were unanimously recognized, first of
al, because $70 million was invested in infrastructure and second,
because 100 researchers with Ph. D.’s in engineering, in physics
and in other fields that are extremely important to economic
development were involved.

Everyone was in favour. The whole scientific community had
hopes of apromising future for this project. Then, without warning,
the government had the nerve to unilaterally and shamelessly cut
one of Quebec’'s most promising projects. That is what federalism
means in the area of research and development: the inability to
arbitrate, to strike a balance that could have helped Quebec in the
past and that could still help it today.

What corrective measures is the government proposing? In fact,
the whole history of research and development since the 1950sis a
history of systemic discrimination against Quebec. Let me say, in
closing, that only in one program did Quebec play a significant
role: the Defence Industry Productivity Program or DIPP, which is
understandable since the Canadian aerospace and aircraft manufac-
turing industries are concentrated in Montreal. Believe it or not,
this government has the nerve and the chutzpah to dismantle this
program, so that Quebec is now losing out in all areas of research
and development.
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[English]

Hon. Anne McLélan (Minister of Natural Resources, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it is a great pleasure for me to respond to the
comments made by my hon. colleagues on the other side of the
House.

First let me thank my colleague for his reference to me as a
brilliant lawyer. | believe it is undue flattery as will be revealed in
the coming minutes. Anyway, | thank him for that.

It is an honour for me to be able to respond to the motion by the
hon. member for Rimouski—Témiscouata. If | understand the
motion, the hon. member wants to condemn the Government of
Canada for “its regressive research and development policies in
regard to Quebec””. She then goes on to criticize a decision to cut
the federal contribution to the Canadian Centre for Magnetic
Fusion in Varennes.

| submit that the hon. member does not want, will not look and
does not want to look at the federal Sand T strategy in the broader
context of what it means for all Canadians. This is obviously the
hon. member’s prerogative.

Evidently sheis not interested in science and technology policy
beyond the borders of her home province. Nor does she want to put
the Government of Canada’s spending on science and technology
in the context of the overall strategy to reduce the deficit. She
ignores the federal deficit in the same week that her former leader,
the premier of Quebec, has gone to the investment community of
New York to tell American investors that his number one preoc-
cupation is to cut Quebec's deficit.

Perhaps she will take the advice of her former leader, the now
premier of Quebec, if she will not listen to what we have to say on
this side of the House. | am certain that the premier of Quebec will
tell her that deficit reduction requires tough choices. He will tell
her that she has to assess her priorities. Not every program can
continue to receive funding if we want to bring the deficit under
control.

| will argue that the federal government cannot provide funding
for fusion R and D at this time because fusion research does not
meet our current criteriafor funding. There is every indication that
it will take at least another 30 years of research before energy
supplies from fusion technology can be realized on a commercial
basis.

® (1605)

We have had to make tough choices. We know we have had to
cut funding for some programs that we would otherwise want to
maintain. Above al, we have to make strategic decisions on how
best to invest the $5.5 bhillion that the Government of Canada
spends on science and technology.

Supply

Out of that S and T budget, the Government of Canada spent
$3.1 hillion on research and development initiatives in 1992-93.
Did Quebec get a fair share of that investment? Did the federa
government, as the hon. member accuses, implement a regressive
R and D policy for Quebec? Members will find that Quebec
received $692 million in federal R and D spending in that year.
Another $13 million was spent on the Quebec side of the border in
the national capital region.

Taking the nationa capital region out of the formula, as many
industrialized countries do in calculating regional distribution of R
and D spending, we find that the $692 million spent in Quebec
represents 28 per cent of all spending outside the national capital
region. | would suggest that is more than fair. More to the point, |
do not see how the hon. member opposite can complain that the
federal government has regressive R and D policies with regard to
Quebec.

The amount of $692 million is a very sizeable investment in
Quebec R and D. It comes from atax baseinto which all Canadians
pay. An independent Quebec would have to come up with asimilar
amount, in addition to its current provincia spending, if it wanted
to maintain the current level of R and D in the province of Quebec.

In addition, members across and all Quebecers should carefully
consider the investment that the Government of Canada has made
into new research facilities over the past number of years.

Let me cite only afew examples. In 1987 Quebec got the Food
Research and Development Centre and the Maurice Lamontagne
Institute. In 1989, it got the space agency, a research agency, |
believe it is fair to say, of which al Canadians are immensely
proud. All Canadians were proud to see Canadian astronaut Marc
Garneau on his second shuttle mission two weeks ago.

The true measure of federal investment in R and D is not
measured even by such major investments as these. It is aso
measured by R and D grants and contracts to industry and
universities. Quebec receives 30 per cent of that type of funding. In
addition, Quebec gets a higher than average share of R and D tax
credits because of the concentration of R and D in that province.
According to arecent report from Simon Fraser Institute, Quebec
based firms claimed 41 per cent of al R and D tax credits claimed
in Canada in 1992.

Since 1981 the investment of the federal government in fusion
research at the Tokamak de Varennes alone has amounted to $90
million. This investment has helped to develop scientific and
industrial research in Quebec.

The federal government is continuing to fund research and
development of energy technology in the province. It will be
primarily, and | have said this in the House before, in areas of
energy efficiency and renewable energy systems at Varennes



3504

COMMONSDEBATES

June 5, 1996

Supply

laboratories, which opened four years ago. This program has an
annual budget of $6 million and employs approximately 50 people.

In nuclear energy, the mandate of Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited is to seek to maintain a viable, competitive business in
supplying and servicing Candu reactors at a reduced cost to the
federal government.

Electricity generation from Candu nuclear energy technology is
an economic reality today. Candu is already a success and has a
good chance of achieving even greater success internationally.
High technology industries in Quebec will continue to benefit from
the nuclear industry through contracts devel oped from Candu sales
to Korea and through the good performance of the Gentilly-2
Candu reactor. Consultants' studies show that a typical Candu 6
sale overseas could bring over $100 million in contracts to Quebec
and generate about 4,000 person years of employment.

® (1610)

| would ask the hon. member opposite again; how in light of
these numbers, in light of these benefits to Quebec, can she make
the case that the federal government has regressive R and D
policies for Quebec?

Let me broaden the scope of my argument for the benefit of al
members of the House and put the decision regarding federa
funding for fusion R and D in the context of overall federa
priorities and the priorities for federal participation in science and
technology activities.

As al members know, the Government of Canada faces the
challenge of reducing the deficit in order to manage the debt and
maintain a stable foundation for new jobs and growth across the
nation. We are determined to meet our objectives, and as we all
know, we are making progress toward our objectives.

In addition, at this time we are living up to our commitment to
all Canadians to be fair and compassionate in our decision making
by putting in place new building blocks for security and prosperity.

The criteria that my department is using to determine its
priorities for research and development activities mirror the overall
emphasis on jobs and growth in the near term that the federal
government is focusing on as a whole. Specifically, the energy R
and D priorities a Natural Resources Canada are sustainable
development, energy efficiency, renewable energy sources, the
science of climate change and non-conventional hydrocarbon
resources.

Every thoughtful Canadian who is concerned about the vast
range of services provided by the federal government and the
equally vast cost of providing these services knows that the
government must set priorities and must make difficult decisions.
That is why this government was el ected, to make these decisions,

to alocate our limited funding accordingly and to take action. The
federal government must concentrate its resources on its highest
priorities and strive for their success.

The focus of the federal government is on activities that will
bring results in the near to medium term. As | noted earlier,
commercial generation of electricity from fusion is uncertain.
Assuming that an economically viable technology could be devel-
oped, it is at least 30 years away.

Last March, following extensive consultations with Canadians
the Government of Canada introduced a science and technology
strategy that lays the foundation for the decisions we must make in
prioritizing S and T in Canada.

The strategy demonstrates concretely how the federal govern-
ment is getting its house in order so that it will be a better partner to
the other playersin Canada’s innovation system, the private sector,
academic institutions and other orders of government. The strategy
sets out the Government of Canada's priorities in four key areas.

First, it defines national goals for science and technology. These
goals are sustainable job creation and economic growth, improved
quality of life and advancement of knowledge.

Second, it describes the federal government’s core S and T
activities.

Third, it outlines a new system of governance within federal
departments that bring science and technology to the centre of the
decision making process in cabinet.

Finally, the S and T strategy provides operating principles to
guide federal departments and agencies.

Keeping in mind these over-arching principles, let us return to
the question of energy R and D. Canada is amply endowed with a
variety of resources for the generation of electricity, including
hydro, fossil, nuclear and renewable energy sources. We have
assigned a high priority to research into efficiency gains in the
current production and use of energy.

® (1615)

The national fusion program is a good program but it does not
rank as a high priority in the federal government’s overall science
and technology objectives. Cuts are planned for federal funding for
fusion research in both Ontario and Quebec. There will also be cuts
to the basic science program of Atomic Energy Canada Ltd.,
mostly in Ontario.

For a number of years the federal government has co-funded
research and development of fusion, the national fusion program,
in partnership with Hydro Quebec and Ontario Hydro. Recently the
annual cost has been $7.2 million for the Quebec part of the
program and $4.4 million for the Ontario portion.
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More than 70 Canadian high technology companies and 6
universities have benefited and will continue to benefit well into
the future from the fusion research program. As | mentioned, in
drawing up the 1996-97 budget the government decided not to
provide funds for research and development of fusion beyond
March 1997.

The agreements among the partners stipulate one year’s notice
for ending contributions to the program. We have exercised that
right. This provides for an orderly transition. The other partners
have a year in which to make adjustments.

Hydro Quebec and Ontario Hydro have the option of continuing
with the program independent of federal funding. Most of the
industrial and commercia benefits of such work would be in
Ontario and Quebec. If these provincial utilities consider fusion to
be a priority it is reasonable to expect that they devote more
resources to this priority.

As | mentioned in committee last week, | have asked my
officials to facilitate discussions to help the utilities and other
interested parties during the transition to seek alternative sources
of funding. | make it clear again this afternoon that there will be no
more funding from the Government of Canada.

Taxpayers would like the government to participate in many of
the outstanding projects which merit public support, but informed
and concerned taxpayers also know as never before that govern-
ment resources are limited. They elected this government to make
tough decisions. Our decision to terminate funding for fusion R and
D is one of those decisions.

| believe | have established a solid argument that justifies the
Government of Canada’'s decision to terminate federal funding for
fusion R and D. The government is doing all it can to meet its
overal priorities of addressing the deficit and improving the
climate for jobs and growth. Meeting these objectives will provide
substantial  benefits for present and future generations of all
Canadians.

We are determined to meet our objectives and we are making
progress toward our objectives. We have identified clear and
consistent criteria on near term goals to priorize our spending and
we are making the tough and necessary decisions keeping us on
track to meet our deficit reduction targets and, as important, to
meet our objectives in terms of encouraging jobs and growth.

The Government of Canada is making a substantial contribution
to R and D in Quebec. | do not think anything could be clearer in
light of the numbers | discussed earlier. Simply put, however,
fusion does not meet our criteria but we are working on many other
programsin the province of Quebec and all over the country that do
meet our Sand T criteria

Supply

Thisis not a regressive policy for R and D in Quebec. Thisisa
policy with aclear vision to encourage jobs and growth for present
and future generations of Canadians.

[Translation]

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | listened with great interest to what the minister had to
say and my conclusion isthat she would be well advised to find out
more about Quebec. It is clear that she has been unable to identify
accurately the difficulties facing Quebec, and in particular has
failed to make the comparisons that must be made concerning
investment in Ontario as opposed to Quebec.

® (1620)

| have two questions for her. |s the minister prepared to admit
that, when Quebec and Ontario are compared, there redly is a
difference between research contracts awarded to federal |aborato-
ries? Does she agree, and on what figures does she base her
answer? And if she does not agree, can she tell us why and on the
basis of what figures? The first department to identify this differ-
ence was the Quebec Federal Office of Regional Development. It
funded a study that mentioned a $4 billion difference.

| think that the minister will have to agree with the official
opposition's evaluation of R and D spending. Can the minister
again tell us what she intends to do to find aternative funding,
which can come from the National Research Council of Canada or
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council? These
are, after all, organizations that give out grants and have budgets of
close to $400 million.

I would like the minister, out of respect for Quebec, for its
scientific community, and for the R and D deficit it is assuming, to
rise today in her place and promise, as she did before the
committee, but to now do so clearly here in the House so that it
really means something, and so that among our fellow parlia-
mentarians we can keep our promises. | would like the minister to
rise and tell us what she intends to do to find alternative funding so
that we can save the tokamak facility. This is why we are here as
the official opposition and | think that we are fulfilling our
responsibilities. That isthe only real way to defend the interests of
Quebec.

[English]

Ms. McL dlan: Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member knows since he
and | have talked about this on numerous occasions, | have
undertaken to nominate someone from my department who will be
available to work with other stakeholders, if requested, to find
alternative funding for the Tokamak fusion project. | made that
statement in committee last week. It isa policy which we pursuein
relation to al areas where the federal government is withdrawing,
changing or restructuring its role, and there is a transition period
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involved. | will nominate that person. If that person is requested to
participate in a multi-stakeholder project, so much the better.

| have to make it very clear, as | did in committee, there is no
alternative funding within the federal government for this project.

| return to a point | have made before. Fusion research is not
commercialy viable at this point. However, fusion research is
pursued for commercial applicability and there are some entitiesin
this country that stand to gain much more than others if fusion
research sometime in the future, in the next 30 or 40 years, does
become commercialy viable. Hydro Quebec is one of those
entities. Ontario Hydro is another.

The Canadian taxpayer has incubated fusion research for some
20 years. The federal government and the Canadian taxpayer have
spent $90 million incubating fusion research in the province of
Quebec and some $42 million incubating fusion research in the
province of Ontario. If fusion is a priority for these two provinces,
for the two utilities or for other elements of the private sector, |
suggest Canadian taxpayers have done their part. It is now time for
others, for whom this research may provide direct economic gainin
the future, to pick up the shortfall and make fusion research a
priority.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to return to a point | made in my address,
which was in reference to the letter from Professor Vincett stating
that, contrary to all of the evolved countries in the world, Canada
has not established a co-ordination policy. The professor said:

[English]

“As a result, action in one department can have a devastating
effect on programs in another. | strongly urge you to establish an
expert committee to report to you quickly on what such a co-ordi-
nated policy should contain.

® (1625)

*“In the meantime, to avoid unintended damage which could take
decades to repair | appeal to you to provide at a minimum bridge
funding to the centres involved until an integrated policy isin place
or aternate financing has been found. If clear action is not taken in
the next month or two, the researchers involved will take jobs
abroad and our investment in most of these programs will be
irretrievably lost”.

[Translation]

Such is the advice of a Canadian expert, the president of the
Canadian Association of Physicists, which groups together 1,500
of Canada's top brains.

What does the minister have to say in reply? She received acopy
of the letter, as did the Minister of Finance, as did the Secretary of
State for Science, Research and Development, as did the Prime
Minister, as did the Minister of Industry. What reply can she give
us on this?

[English]

Ms. McLellan: Mr. Speaker, | have the greatest respect for the
opinions expressed in that letter. Let me reiterate a point | have
made before in the House. No one is suggesting the science that
was done at Tokamak was not good science. No one is suggesting
the people who have done that research are not fine scientists. That
is not the issue here.

The issue is one of the appropriate role of the federal govern-
ment. We need to consider and define that role in the context of the
fiscal situation in which we find ourselves. Unfortunately it is not
possible for the government to continue to do everything it has
done in the past. It has become necessary, perhaps cruelly neces-
sary, for the government to make very tough choices and to priorize
the limited funds we have available.

Therefore | return to the priorization of our energy research that |
outlined in the remarks | made a few minutes ago. We have
determined our energy R and D priorities within the federal
government: sustainable development, energy efficiency, renew-
able energy sources, the science of climate change and non-con-
ventional hydrocarbon resources.

We aso have to think about the nation. We are an energy rich
nation, unlike some others. For example, our friends, the Japanese,
have very few energy sources. Therefore it would make perfect
sense for them to pursue research into an arealike fusion. They are
net importers of energy and therefore that becomes an issue of
national security for them. They want to have within their country
the means to be secure relating to energy production.

Canadais a net exporter of energy, whether it is ail, natural gas,
hydro. The province of Quebec has tremendous hydro resources. It
probably has some of the world's best research and development as
it relates to the production of hydro power. We have wind, solar
power. We have a wide variety of indigenous energy sources.

We need to do more research in relation to those energy sources.
We need to understand the impacts on the environment of the
extraction of oil, natural gas. We need to understand the effects of
the devel opment of hydro dams on surrounding areas, communities
and indigenous peoples. We need to understand more about how we
can use energy more efficiently.

We are alarge nation with a very small population base. We use
energy intensely to travel, to transport goods and people, to heat
our homes in the worst conditions of winter. We need to spend alot
of our research efforts in relation to energy efficiency.
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That is what we have done. Those are the priorities we have
established based on our strengths and on our challenges. They
are not the same priorities for other countries that do not have the
wealth of energy sources that we have.

® (1630)

We have prioritized our energy research. We have thought long
and hard about it. It was not capricious nor frivolous. We have to
maximize the benefit of our limited resources for all Canadians. |
believe we have done that.

[Translation]

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in the wake of the catastrophic decision by the Minister of
Natural Resources, namely the closure of one of the most outstand-
ing of scientific projects, | would like to know whether the minister
visited the Varennes installations before making her decision.

If not, would the minister agree, by asking the MP concerned to
organize a meeting, to make an on site visit to the tokamak
installations? Perhaps the minister is one of those people who
learns best by seeing things, and she needs to actually go there. If
she goesto the Varennes region and meets the peopl e there, perhaps
she will change her mind.

[English]

Ms. McLellan: Mr. Speaker, the hon. member knows, based on
our previous discussions which are always most enjoyable and
vigorous, that | have not visited the facility, nor do | think it is
necessary to visit the facility to establish the federal government’s
priorities in relation to energy research.

| have outlined why we have established the priorities. Those
priorities are not based on this facility or that facility. They are
based upon the energy strengths of the nation and our short to
medium term energy research needs.

| thank the hon. member for his invitation and hope that
sometime in the future—

Mr. Bergeron: If it is not closed.

Ms. McLéelan: Let me just say that the decision rests in the
hands of those who stand to benefit the most: the province of
Quebec, Hydro Quebec and private sector companies.

To return to the point | made before, we cannot do al things. In
the present fiscal situation we have had to make difficult choices.

The Deputy Speaker: The member's has expired. Is there
unanimous consent to allow her to continue?

An hon. member: No.

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Verchéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
motion presented in the House today, rightfully draws attention to
the fact that the government is guilty of yet again of acting against

Supply

Quebec’s interests. This time we are talking about inadequate
funding for research and development in Quebec. The current
imbalance between Quebec’'s demographic load and the amount of
money invested in the province is really indecent. Quebec, repre-
senting nearly 25 per cent of Canada's population, receives a mere
pittance from federal department coffers.

By way of example, Fisheries and Oceans Canada invests only
11 or 12 per cent of its research and development budget in
Quebec. It is the same story with Transport Canada, which invests
only 17.6 per cent of its research and development money there.
We could name a host of federal departments, but | think it would
be appropriate to describe the injustice we currently face in the
riding of Vercheres. | am of course talking about the forward
looking tokamak project in Varennes.

Managed by the Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion in
Varennes, Quebec, this project is vital not only for the peoplein the
riding of Vercheres, not only for Quebecers, not only for Cana-
dians, but for everyone in the world, in the long run.

I will explain. You know that the Canadian Centre for Magnetic
Fusion in Varennes has been trying for a number of years to
develop anew form of energy that would not negatively impact the
environment: nuclear fusion.

® (1635)

Within the context of international co-operation the likes of
which probably have never been seen with countries like Japan,
Australia, China, the member countries of the European Union,
Russia, and so on, Canadais a partner, abeit it a very modest one,
in the development of this form of energy. Since all the work is
co-ordinated to avoid unnecessary duplication, each research
centre around the world works on one aspect of the research and
shares its knowledge with the others.

Canadatherefore clearly benefits from international expertisein
this area and from the resultant transfer of technology. Withdraw-
ing from nuclear fusion research at this point may mean missing
the boat when this form of energy starts to be used. This form of
energy would come from nuclear fusion, not from the traditional
nuclear fission which produces radioactive waste material.

For your information, let metell you that the word *‘ tokamak™ is
a contraction of the Russian words for toroidal chamber, which
refers to the shape of the reactor bearing that name. But, now this
large scale and forward-looking project, full of promise of a
pollution-free future, may now disappear, at least in Canada,
because of a lack of funding and, in fact, of a lack of vision.

Indeed, following the last federal budget, the Department of
Natural Resources, which finances Atomic Energy of Canada
Limited, which in turn finances the Canadian Centre for Magnetic
Fusion, announced that after March 1997, it would no longer
finance this large scale program, cofinanced equally by Hydro-
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Queébec, the Institut national de la recherche scientifique and, of
course, Natural Resources Canada.

This unilateral decision, without any consultation with the
interested partiesin this project, sends the message that this kind of
joint project cannot work in Canada. Indeed, how can there be
partnership or concertation, when one of the parties may withdraw
at anytime, without warning, without explaining the reasons for its
withdrawal, without any consultation?

The figures involved should be kept in mind. If this decision to
put an end to the $7.2 million funding is maintained, it will not be
without consequences. New material for $11 million will never be
used. Twenty years of development and $70 million infrastructures
will be wasted. The minister was speaking earlier of an amount of
$90 million and she was crediting herself with it, but it must be
understood that the federal government provides 50 per cent of the
funding for the tokamak project. About 100 direct jobswill be lost,
over haf of them being highly qualified scientific or engineering
positions, no to mention the indirect jobs generated by the Cana
dian Centre for Magnetic Fusion.

This research centre does not operate in isolation. A study done
in October 1995 by INRS Urbanisation showed that businesses and
laboratories had developed new expertise after having been
awarded contracts with the centre. It seems that 18 small busi-
nesses in Quebec have developed new high technology expertise
that they did not have before. They al gained greater credibility as
corporations following their co-operation with the Canadian Centre
for Magnetic Fusion.

Let us take one of the numerous examples of the spinoffs that
co-operation with the centre can generate. One of the small
corporations which worked with it, Technologies MPB, was
awarded a $62 million foreign contract thanks to the expertise
acquired while working on the tokamak project. Thisiswhy | find
it absurd and unreasonable to cut off the funding for such a
structural project, despite the minister’s explanations that these
cuts come at a time of budgetary constraints.

| remind the House that we are discussing a project that coststhe
federal government only $7.2 million, because there are other
partners. And, speaking of budget cuts, last year, the federal
government increased its funding to the TRIUMF project in British
Columbia from $19.3 million to 34.3 million, al federal money.

In Ontario this time, the federal government is maintaining the
same level of funding for the ambitious neutrino research program
in Sudbury.

® (1640)

While cutting $7.2 million, in the name of fiscal restraint, from a
structuring project which is sure to create jobs and generate new
technologies, the federal government is sinking $10 million worth

of taxpayers money in a flag waving campaign. It is going to
distribute flags and kites while cutting hundreds of jobs in Quebec.
This is an outrage.

| see the minister responsible for the Federal Office of Regional
Development-Quebec. | hope he is taking note of the debate going
on here today.

It is again in Ontario that the development of the CANDU
reactor istaking place; the economic spinoffs of this project, which
would be definitely less in Quebec than in Ontario, have not yet
been established.

Fielding questions from the Bloc Quebecois, the minister first
said, in this House, that Quebec receives over 25 per cent of the
regional R and D budget. The key word in thisis “regiona’ . The
minister is referring to regional expenditures and, believe me, it is
extremely difficult to understand what is included in this new
accounting method the minister seems to have invented.

Having asked for explanations on numerous occasions, we
finally learned that expenditures in the national capital region
appeared nowhere. In fact, it is as if some kind of 11th zone had
been created, an 11th region, 11th province for which all expendi-
tures would be erased. We believe the minister is playing with
figures dangerously because her method for recording her depart-
ment’ s expenses shows some intellectual dishonesty and, thereby, a
total lack of respect for Canadians and Quebecers.

What iscertain isthat the sumsalocatedto R & D in Ontario are
considerably higher than those invested in R & D in Quebec. For
example, again, a 1993-1994 list of all federal research centresin
natural sciences and engineering shows that, in the Nationa
Capital Region, there are 40 centres and 6,138 jobs in Ottawa and
its suburbs on the Ontario side. Compared to that, only two centres,
and 111 jobs, are located in Hull.

If the Department of Natural Resources reflects the rest of the
federal government, and we know it does, Quebec is definitely a
loser in the area of amounts invested on its territory.

Fortunately, we have figures that depict a reality quite different
from that of the minister. The Syndicat des professionnels scientifi-
ques of the Institut de recherche en énergie has shown that only 17
per cent of the R & D budgets of Natural Resources Canada are
spent in Quebec.

If the department maintains its decision to reduce its share of
financing and finally brings the Tokamak project to a close, that
percentage will drop to 12 per cent only. If we include in these
numbers the budgets of Atomic Energy of Canada Limited, Que-
bec’s share goes down to 8 per cent and, without the Tokamak
project, it is reduced to 6 per cent, for a population that represents
25 per cent of the total population of Canada.



June 5, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

3509

After looking at these numbers, it is easy to understand why such
a wave of protest came from Quebec. All the people closely or
remotely involved in the project have shown or have tried to show
the federal government how illogical its decision was and have
expressed their frustration and their inability to understand such an
unacceptable decision from the government.

The Bloc Quebecois was the first to ask the minister, in the
House and in committee, about the reasons of her decision, which
seems unjustified to us. The Quebec government even passed a
motion unanimously on this federal decision on April 17.

We have seen the Quebec government join the Bloc Quebecoisto
defend this important issue of the Tokamak project in Varennes,
and even the federal Liberal Association of Verchéres riding added
its voice to ask the federal government to review this nonsensical
decision. The Quebec and Canadian scientific community, whichis
generally very low-key, also protested against this absurd decision.
Besides palitical interventions, we have seen al kinds of groups
getting involved so the minister would reverse her decision—

® (1645)

The Deputy Speaker: Your time is up. We must now move to
questions and comments.

Mr. Bergeron: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: On apoint of order, but | hope it isnot a
request to speak longer.

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, | would merely need a minute to
conclude. May | ask for consent to allow me to finish my speech?

The Deputy Speaker: |s there unanimous consent to extend the
hon. member’s speaking time?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Bergeron: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. members for
allowing me to finish my speech.

Several associations, coalitions and municipalities in the riding
of Verchéres also believe that the minister’s decision in this case
defies logic. The scope of protestsis striking. All 15 municipalities
in the Société de développment économique de la Rive-Sud
unanimously passed a resolution supporting the Canadian Centre
for Magnetic Fusion.

In Varennes, both the Corporation de développement économi-
que and city officials passed resolutions supporting the tokamak
project. Thinking that this sizeable support for the continuation of
the project had woken up the minister, we were delighted to hear
her undertake before the Standing Committee on Natural Re-
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sources on May 30, to consider various options to find new sources
of funding.

But yesterday, during question period, the minister seemed to
indicate that she had not made any commitments. We could not
believe that the minister would shamelessly go back on her word.
She must be reminded of how important project tokamak is for
future generations. That iswhy we feel the minister must do al she
can now to correct this decision, this mistake, that her department
should never have made in the first place.

Varennes tokamak project is one of the few major energy
development projectsin Quebec to which Ottawa contributes. That
is why the federal government must reconsider, to show that it is
not totally lacking in vision as far aslong term energy devel opment
is concerned.

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—Matane, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my colleague spoke very passionately and with solid reasoning
about the tokamak project. True, we did question the minister at the
Standing Committee on Natural Resources to try to change her
mind and make her understand that this project was very important
for both Varennes and Quebec as a whole.

When the minister talks about 25 per cent of the research and
development budget going to Quebec, she always excludes the
national capital region yet, as you know full well, most of the
research work is done in this region.

There are other very important issues relating to research and
development. |, however, realize more and more that this centraliz-
ing government has no respect whatsoever for provincial jurisdic-
tion. When it can take something away from Quebec, | would go so
far as to say it takes great pleasure in doing so.

For many years, this government did not hesitate to use its
so-called power to spend, which is more like its power to get us
into a $600 billion debt. There are some alarming expenditures.
Spending $2 million to celebrate Canada Day is al fine and good
but, when jobs are being cut in regions with research and develop-
ment facilities, especially in Varennes, it is unacceptable.

The government is ignoring the Constitution and getting in-
volved, often despite the opposition of Quebec and the other
provinces, in areas in which it has no business. There are areas it
should never have stepped in. When the time comes to invest
money, it gets cold feet. But at other times, it is only too happy to
butt in.

Again, when the minister tells us that 25 per cent of the budget
goes to Quebec, we very often ask her to give us some figures
supporting her statement. The committee asked her to submit these
figures in writing. We never received them. | am the Bloc critic on
natural resources, and a Libera member told me that Bloc mem-
bers' comments are imbued with poetry. | am sorry, but | now want
to produce some numbers.
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In 1979, Quebec received 14.9 per cent of the federal funds
allocated for research and development. Do you know what was
Ontario’s proportion? It was 53.4 per cent. | can give you the
figures for 1980, 1981 and 1982. In 1980, Quebec received 15 per
cent, compared to 53.9 per cent for Ontario. | will skip afew years,
SO as not to bore you.

In 1984, 17.6 per cent was awarded to Quebec and 47.9 per cent
to Ontario. In 1988, it was 19.6 per cent for Quebec and 50.5 per
cent for Ontario. In 1990, Quebec got 18.8 per cent and Ontario
50.8 per cent. In 1991, Quebec received 20.6 per cent and Ontario
49 per cent. On average, Quebec got 18 per cent during these years,
while Ontario received 50 per cent. These are Statistics Canada
figures, catalogue No. 88,001.

We are speaking on behalf of Varennes, and | am personaly
speaking on behalf of the Maurice-Lamontagne Institute, located in
my riding, in Sainte-Flavie. The ingtitute is a very modern facility
where researchers from all over the world come to show fellow
researchers what can be done in the fishery sector. They come to
the Maurice-Lamontagne Institute to meet our researchers and to
seek their advice, and the government wants to reduce its funding.
Again, thisistaking place in Quebec. Again, thisistaking placein
a rural community. We have the unique opportunity of having
researchers in a rural community and the government is making
drastic cuts.

Mr. Speaker, you will agree that thisis not acceptable. Quebec-
ers cannot understand such a measure. The government seems to
take pleasure in cutting its support to institutions which are the
pride of Quebecers, namely the Collége militaire royal de Saint-
Jean, the Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion, and the Maurice-
Lamontagne Institute. If at least they were cutting assistance
rationally and spreading the cuts over four or five yearsin order to
help people recover, take stock of the situation and carry on. But
no. Almost overnight, they say sorry and cut assistance every-
where. Perhaps it is true that they are cutting everywhere, but one
would be mistaken in thinking that the amount cut is fair. It is not
fair for Quebec. | just proved that, according to the figures for the
1979-1991 period, not one year only but over afull 13 year period,
Quebec got 18.6 per cent compared to 50 per cent for Ontario.

However, we, in Quebec, have been spoiled in some areas. We
have been spoiled with unemployment insurance that, since the
new reform, | call poverty insurance. There are no jobs yet, as
everyone knows, the contributions to this plan come from employ-
ers and employees.

| just came from acommittee meeting, where the president of the
Canadian forest producers was five minutes ago. He told me the
way the eastern plan subsidies in Quebec had been cut—and thisis
the president talking—is completely unacceptable because the

forest industry in particular, an industry | know very well, is very
profitable for the government. It is profitable in two specific ways:
through taxes and income taxes collected and through the unem-
ployment benefits that do not have to be paid out. The government
does not have to pay for it, but we know the government seemsto
get upset when someone gets unemployment benefits, which is
why it set such very harsh standards. Assistance for the forest
industry has been cut.

® (1655)

Back home, in the community of Causapscal in my riding, a
forestry school opened recently and is doing very well. | was just
told that research is still carried out at that school. In Rimouski, we
had a centre on the Eastern Plan, where new technologies were
developed. Everyone came to see what was going on there and was
delighted, the owner could see how many species he had on his
property, what was going on, if the trees were mature or not, what
forestry activities he could undertake and what he could expect
over a five or six year period.

We also wanted to get involved in genetic research. As you well
know, there is alot of genetic research needed in the forestry area.
Sometimes, more than one generation is needed before a tree can
be harvested. A lot could be accomplished through genetic re-
search. We started, but $6.5 million were cut overnight and we
were told that the Eastern Plan was a thing of the past.

As we know, research and development play a key role in the
economy of modern societies. Everybody knows that. Since Con-
federation, Quebec has never received its fair share, never. This
year, with al the programs being cut, what little Quebec has will
again be reduced. | talked earlier about the Lamontagne Institute.
That institute stands to lose 30 per cent of its subsidies and that is
totally unacceptable. This is the only federal centre with such a
mission in the province of Quebec.

| could quote numerous studies on this issue that prove beyond
any doubt that Quebec has unfortunately been taken in, year after
year. Some people tend to believe or want the rest of Canada to
believe that Quebec is the spoiled child of Confederation. Nothing
could be further from the truth.

If Quebecers are not given the opportunity to carry out research
and development, they will come to understand that they need their
own country to do what needs to be done. Then, they will be ableto
get involved in research and development and to hold their heads
up high.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: As colleagues may have noticed, the
Reform Party missed its turn in the speaking order. | wonder if
there would be a disposition to give consent to have the Reform
member speak now before the two Liberal members speak.
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Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, |
thank my colleagues for allowing that change. | am sure their
patience is conditioned by the fact that | have not yet given my
speech. | am sure at the end of it they will have altered their
opinion.

The motion before the House today reads:

That this House condemn the federal government for its regressive research
and development policies in regard to Quebec, in particular its unilateral
decision to cut thefederal contribution of $7.2 million planned for the Canadian
Centre for Magnetic Fusion in Varennes.

I am honoured to speak to this motion on behalf of my party.
Thisis not my usual area of speciaization. | will not speak long,
but | have been asked by my colleagues from Okanagan Centre and
Fraser Valley East, who know much more about this, to speak on
their behalf.

What is the Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion in Varennes?
Varennes is a very nice place on the south shore of Quebec,
northeast of Montreal. | had the pleasure of being there last
summer. It is a very nice community.

The Canadian Centre for Magnetic Fusion is a joint venture,
funded by Hydro Quebec, Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd. and the
National Institute of Scientific Research. It carries out research in
thefield of fusion, which hopes to provide a source of energy using
fusion of elements such as heavy hydrogen. This energy source is
readily available and would provide pollution free energy. The
problem is this technology is not commercialy viable.

The project at Varennes has yet to produce energy because so far
creating the reaction uses more energy than it gives off.

Financing has been provided thus far by the federal government
and by the Quebec government. The annual provincial government
budget is about $14.4 million, where the federal portion is half of
that, $7.2 million per annum.

® (1700)

The most recent promised federal funding for the project was
given in 1992 for five years. Therefore this funding has been al
along set to expire in 1997. This has been understood from the
beginning and there should be no surprise with these developments.
There was a small reduction in federal support for this project to
the tune of $2 million per annum beginning in 1994.

On a worldwide scale the amount of federal spending on the
project at Varennes amounts to about three-eights of one per cent of
worldwide spending in this area. This is an important fact to
mention because these are projects where economy of scaleisvery
important. There is aworldwide trend to cut much of this research.

Supply

Funding for fusion in the United States has dropped by about $100
million per annum. The European Union project is about to
undergo a review and will likely see some spending cuts.

The federal government in Canada, along with its partners, has
put in over 20 years of money into this project, about $70 million of
infrastructure money, although frankly | and my party would doubt
this equipment has held its value. | am quite sure the present value
of this is significantly lower.

The Minister of Natural Resources has slashed Varennesfunding
but it isimportant to note this has been done along with similar cuts
in other areas, also dashing the fusion program in Mississauga. We
have seen other such cuts in western Canada. The KAON particle
accelerator has been cut. A similar project, the ITER project in
Ontario near Pickering, has not been funded, although in our view
there is a possibility of considerable international investment at no
cost to Canadians if that goes ahead.

There is in spite of this cut to funding an $11 million upgrade
now underway which can be viewed as either a complete waste of
money or a giveaway to Hydro Quebec.

The Bloc Quebecois has raised the issue of cutting funding to
Varennesisavery isolated issue. It hasraised it in neither the broad
context of science and technology policy in Canada nor in the
broad context of regional fairness and regional allocation of
development and other funds in Canada.

Instead, as is repeatedly the case, the Bloc Quebecois has raised
this issue simply as a Quebec issue, pointing out that Quebec has
been cut something and therefore we are making thisanissue. This
isrepeatedly therole of the Bloc Quebecoisin Parliament. Not that
| dismiss all these concerns but | wish they were presented in a
broader context. | think it would be much more helpful if they were
analysed in a broader context.

| think sometimes there are reaches. Earlier today Bloc members
suggest Quebec only gets its share of money if we count the
Quebec portion of the national capital region. It escapes me why
we would not count the Quebec portion of the nationa capital
region, but that assertion was made.

Some of these general concerns, though, about federal priorities
and how they impact the regions | think are value. Before | become
more critical let me comment on that alittle. There has been aview
in the country historically, which my party has spoken about, that
the central core of the country is its industrial engine and to treat
the other regions of the country as simply markets and simply a
source of cheap resources. This has been alongstanding pattern. It
goes back to the foundation of the country and it continues at times
to be reflected in federal policy, | think with some frustration.
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In the Mulroney era that attitude was demonstrated in spades
when the current regional development agencies were set up. At
the time the Mulroney government had established the two major
regional agencies in Atlantic Canada and western Canada.

We took some amusement at the original alignment of those
agencies. The government announced the Atlantic Canada Oppor-
tunities Agency—the carefully selected word opportuntiy—
coupled at the time with the minister of public works, a very
traditional view of Atlantic Canada.

® (1705)

The western diversification initiative—keying in on the western
word diversification—was put under the minister of grains and
oilseeds at the time and funding for regional development in
Ontario and Quebec remained with Industry Canada under science
and technology. The symbolism of that spoke spades about the
government’s view of the country and its economic development.

There have been alot of problemsin these kinds of projects and
these kinds of alocations. | have not seen recent analyses, but it
was stated some years ago that companies that received western
diversification initiatives were making contributions to the Conser-
vative Party at the rate of 85 per cent. | suppose it is coincidental
that al of the qualified companies were Conservative. | suspect
that has changed since 1993.

If we want to take abroader view of resource allocation there are
other examples where the grievances being aired by the Bloc today
do not hold up.

In recent days the hon. member for Swift Current—Maple
Creek—Assiniboia has pointed out that CIDA gives a huge per-
centage of its contracts and resources to companies based in
Quebec. Seventy per cent of the top 20 CIDA contracts went to
Quebec based firms. It also turns out that most of these firmswere
making donations to the Liberal Party. This is another trend. As |
said, the government changes office and suddenly all the compe-
tence in the country seems to change partisan stripe as well. In
1995, 57 per cent of CIDA contracts were undertaken by Quebec
firms.

| point this out not to say these Quebec members are not making
reasonable grievances here, but | am not clear that this can be
analysed in an isolated case by case context. We all know the
airline and aerospace industry has been concentrated in Quebec
with not insignificant federal government help in that outcome
over the years.

| am not sure what the Bloc Quebecoisis really suggesting with
this motion other than to point out Quebec is not getting this project
and that therefore this is injustice. | do not know what it is
suggesting the solution is. We have never heard any suggestions
from the Bloc Quebecois about a systemic solution. We have never

heard any suggestion that we would have, as was suggested by our
party, published analysis by the federal government of its regional
allocation to spending and taxation measures across various gov-
ernment departments. It is simply suggesting Quebec is not getting
itsfair sharein thisarea. Thisis based on very specific numbers of
dollars spent in Quebec specifically by Atomic Energy Ltd. of
Canada.

Are Bloc members suggesting every province should have a
nuclear reactor or fusion facilities? | do not think thisis necessarily
a realistic suggestion.

Let me make some concerns about how the Bloc is approaching
these problems which it believes to be serious. | think with proper
analysis we could reach a solution to these things. However, let us
not forget whenever we hear one of these grievances about a
Quebec project this is coming from a sovereignist party. What
exactly is it about sovereignty that would help this situation?

Let me make three concerns that | think would be raised
instantly. First, sovereignty would reduce the economies of scale of
Canada and Quebec. In economies such as these economies of scale
in major advances of scientific and commercial research are very
important. | cannot see how either Canada or Quebec would be
better off with smaller economies of scale, which would result in
these areas after separation.

Second, and | have pointed this out repeatedly, if Quebec were
not part of Canada it would have no money whatsoever in these
project areas from the federal government. It would be receiving
nothing, zero. | think that needs to be repeated.

Sovereignists are using these projects as lamp posts rather than
street lights; in other words, for support rather than enlightenment.
| suggest that if the Variance project were to be funded that would
not in any way change the inclination of the sovereignty movement
to pursue its objective. Once again, | think this is a justification
rather than a real motivation.

Finaly, and | do have to ask this on behaf of my own
constituents who ask this constantly, if the Bloc Quebecois raises
concerns like this, and if it really wantsto leave Canadaand asserts
that it will leave and furthermore will leave without any commit-
ment to leave legally or without any commitment to pay its full 25
per cent share of the national debt when it does leave, why in the
world would the federal government or other Canadian taxpayers
want to make along term capital investment in Quebec in any case?
These are serious questions being asked in the rest of the country.

® (1710)

| conclude without dismissing the broader concerns entirely. | do
not think they are addressed by the motion and obviously the
Reform Party will not associate itself with the motion.
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[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Madam Speaker, | have
been listening carefully to the hon. member for Calgary West, a
young man who seems quite reasonable and moderate in his
remarks. Listening to him has helped me understand how trueit is
that we have two solitudes in this country, the French speaking
community in Quebec and the English speaking community in the
rest of Canada, two communities that do not understand each other.

| do not know if the hon. member iswell versed in history, but if
he knew the history of his country and of mine, he would know that
Quebec and the other provinces which first founded this country
invested alot of money in the development of Western Canada. My
colleague is from Calgary, Alberta, a province which is quite rich
today, but was poor for along period of time. Quebec, Ontario and
other provinces invested a lot of money in the development of
western provinces. Today, Alberta is rich.

My colleague should understand that Quebecers do not in any
way resent the fact that western provinces are rich. We simply want
our share. | have here figures on research and development that
demonstrate conclusively that Quebec does not get its fair share.

Let me remind my colleague that Quebec taxpayers pay $30
billion in taxes in Ottawa annually. We should also receive some
money from Ottawa, and we do. Unfortunately, the money we
receiveisfor welfare, because our provinceisnow poor. Why? Due
to the policies of the central government.

Canada is built in such a way that Ontario always gets the
biggest piece of the pie, that is, 50 per cent of the research and
development funds. Quebec has everything it needsto be asrich as
Ontario, except an English-speaking majority. | will tell my hon.
colleague that a minority that does not control its economy has to
rely on the majority.

| heard him say: “ Why, if they do not really want to separate, are
they still making claims?’ Thisis part of our mandate. Aslong as
the Bloc Quebecois is in Ottawa, we will protect Quebec's rights.
We, the 53 Bloc members, were sent here mainly to protect
Quebec’s interests. And, under the British system, we formed the
official opposition.

| want to say to the hon. member that the claims we make are for
ourselves, are not directed against Western Canada at all. | think
Western Canada must also get its fair share and this is important
but when we look at the figures, we see that Quebec received only
18.6 per cent of research and development monies from 1979 to
1901.

With this, which is more a comment than a question, | am trying
to explain Quebec’s history to the hon. member who may not know
it. Perhaps he knows his own province's history.
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We, in Quebec, took part in the development of Canada. What
we want now is to get back the 24 per cent we contributed and not
only social assistance and unemployment insurance. Cuts are made
there also. We want what is rightfully ours. We are here to fight for
Quebecers.

| do not have a question for my colleague but | would appreciate
his telling us what he thinks about all that.

Mr. Harper (Calgary West): Madam Speaker, | believe the
hon. member has expressed an opinion. | forgot that this is an
instance, an incident, a cut that the Bloc Quebecois is taking,
without any proof, as the representation of federalism in Canada
and of the history of this country. | believe we need more than a
single incident to prove a point.

The hon. member said there are two solitudes. | take note of his
words. There are two solitudes. Quebec and the rest of Canada. The
Bloc Quebecois fedlsit must defend Quebec's interests against the
rest of Canada. It is a regrettable perspective, in my opinion,
because | believe there are more than two solitudes in Canada.
There are very different regions and perspectives in Canada, and
that is why the Reform Party exists in the west. | believe it is
difficult to represent the rest of Canada as only one bloc ready to
attack Quebec. | believe this sovereignist perspective is a rather
simplistic and incorrect.

We recogni ze that the country started in the east. | admit that the
east took part in the west's development. | do not quote the Prime
Minister often, but the Prime Minister himself said that the rest of
Canada and Quebec profit from the development of Alberta's tar
sands. It is important to recognize it.

If we talk about the development of Quebec, we must make an
analysis of the sovereignist movement’s impact in this develop-
ment. If we consider the economic slow-down that occurred,
especialy in the last generation, we must ask ourselves if the
sovereignist movement helped or impeded economic growth in
Quebec. | think it is obvious.

Mr. Bouchard went to the United States this week and, in order
to attract investments in Quebec, he himself felt the need to assure
Americans that he would not hold another referendum in the next
few years. If the Bloc Quebecoisistruly concerned about devel op-
ment problems in Quebec, the sovereignist movement is not
helping to solve this problem.

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Madam Speaker, |
have a question for my colleague from Calgary West. | would like
him to put himself in my place this afternoon and imaginethat heis
the hon. member for Saint-Jean, if only for one minute. | have a
concrete example for him and it is not a sovereignist example but
an economic example.
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Last year, the federal government decided to invest $2 billion
in armoured vehicles. It gave that money to a GM factory in
London, Ontario, saying: * You are the Canadian centre of excel-
lence for armoured vehicles”.

Now, there will be a turret on the armoured vehicles and the
Canadian centre of excellence for turretsis Oerlikon, in my riding.

® (1720)

| ask my colleague from Calgary what hisreaction would beif he
were the member for a riding which happens to be the centre of
excellence for turrets and saw the contract given to a company
outside hisriding. That is negating the existence of an international
centre of excellence. In Quebec, we foot 24 per cent of the bill but
we get only 17 per cent back.

| am talking about research and development funds. Ontario
received $2 hillion because it has a centre of excellence but our
own centre of excellence, which could do its part of the contract,
was told that it will get nothing. This is a typical example. How
would the member react if he were representing a riding that was
the victim of such an injustice?

[English]

Mr. Andy Mitchell (Parry Sound—Muskoka, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to have an opportunity to speak in this
debate. It is important that we focus on exactly what this is al
about.

Thisis not about afair share for one part of the country or afair
share for another part of the country. Thisis about governing. It is
about the Minister of Natural Resources standing up to her
obligations. It is about the Minister of Natural Resources doing her
job. It is about the Minister of Natural Resources understanding
that government is about setting priorities and acting on those
priorities. That is what this decision is about.

It has nothing to do with one part of Canada getting this and
another part of Canada getting that. This is an understanding. The
Minister of Natural Resources, in conjunction with members of
Parliament and with members of her department, have decided
what is and is not a priority in terms of R and D in Canada. They
have made hard and tough choices.

We are in a climate of fiscal restraint. We are in a time when
government has to make choices. The minister has made sound
choices. She has made good choices. She has made choices that are
in the best interests of all Canadians, regardless of where they live
from coast to coast to coast. That is what this debate is about. That
iswhat thisdecisionisabout. It has nothing to do with fair sharesin
different parts of the country. When members opposite try to
suggest that it is, | would suggest they are wrong.

Let uslook a R and D in Canada and in particular that which
comes out of NRCan. A great deal of it takes place al across
Canada, including in the province of Quebec.

For example, there is a new research and development impact
network that is going to be helping research organizations in
Quebec measure the results of R and D. The network will refine
and adapt tools for measuring the social and economic impacts of
research and promote the exchange of best practices. This will
enhance the ability of Quebec scientists and others to strengthen
their contacts across Canada and around the world.

Another example is the national topographic data base. Thisisa
mapping service developed by Geomatics Canada and based in
Sherbrooke, Quebec. It provides sophisticated information on such
geographical features asrivers, lakes, mountain ranges, vegetation,
cities, railroads and roads.

Another example is Canada’s network of model forests. It makes
Quebec industry, non-governmental organizations and aboriginal
groups partners in the sustainable management of forests. News
about successful new techniques is shared quickly among all
partners, including those in Quebec through an extensive informa-
tion network.

There are many more examples. The government established the
Canadian Space Agency in 1989 to promote the peaceful use and
development of space for the social and economic benefit of
Canadians. In June 1993 the space agency moved to St. Hubert,
Quebec, bringing 350 high technology jobs to that province.

All of usin this House and across Canada take great pridein the
visible accomplishments of our space program and the scientists
who are in this Quebec based organization who support it.

® (1725)

This past week, we had the example of astronaut Marc Garneau
returning from outer space, a Quebecer who demonstrates clearly
that participation in thisimportant program is from across Canada.

There are other examples. Let us turn to the mining sector.
Mining is abig and important part of northern Ontario. The natural
resource department undertakes its research across Canada, includ-
ing in Quebec.

In mining, the department administers the mine environmental
neutral drainage program, as an example. It was established in
1988. The program brings together a consortium to co-ordinate
research into ways of reducing the impact on the environment of
drainage from mining sites.

Thisis an important environmental concern. New methods have
been developed to neutralize the effects of acids from tailings and
waste rock. Thisresearch, which is carried out in co-operation with
20 mining companies across Canada, hel ps ensure that neighbour-
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ing properties, lakes and rivers in Quebec as well asin the rest of
Canada, can be protected.

Since 1989, atotal of $1.5 million has been spent or committed
on the mine environmental neutral drainage program in Quebec by
NRCan and a further $650,000 is going to be spent in that province
in the next few years.

Another important example is research in the area of energy,
which is taking place at the energy diversification and research
laboratory in Varennes, Quebec, a joint enterprise in association
with the Institut de recherche d' Hydro Québec, Institut national de
recherche scientifique, ABB, the international engineering firm
and 20 other partners.

This facility has staff of almost 50 scientists, engineers and
technicians and has an annua budget of almost $6 million. The
mission of the laboratory isto conduct applied research into energy
efficiency, renewable energy and to do so in close co-operation
with industry.

This facility, which operates in the province of Quebec, has a
long list of achievements: the development of a high efficiency
absorption heat pump designed for small commercia buildings,
new catalytic gas combustion system with greatly enhanced effi-
ciency and a new study on converting the conventional diesel
system used in remote locations to a new hybrid photovoltaic wind
diesel system.

What this demonstrates to the members of this House, to people
from across Canada whether they live in Ontario, in British
Columbia or the province of Quebec, is that the minister and the
government do not make their decisions based on geography. They
do not make their decisions based on trying to make an absolutely
equation so much in, so much out. That is not how Canada
operates.

This demonstrates that the government undertakes itsjob, in this
case research, across Canada. It does not make its decisions based
on whether it makes sense geographically. It makes its decision
based on what it should do. Does it make sense scientificaly?Isita
Canadian priority? Is it a governmental priority given what the
science and technology of the day is? Is it a priority that we can
deal with in terms of the fiscal environment, the fiscal context
within which we are operating?

That is what the government does. That is what the minister has
done. To suggest somehow that thisis a plot or some devious way
of withholding funding from a province just is not so. It is not that
at al.

| have clearly demonstrated that when we look at where we
undertake this activity. It takes place in Ontario. It takes place in
the west. It takes place in the maritimes and it takes place in
Quebec as well. That is important for the people who live every-
where in Canada, including the people in Quebec, to understand.

Supply

The suggestion that thiswithdrawal of funding is some sort of plot
is simply wrong.

There are priorities today in research. Fusion research is some-
thing that could have great returns, but that is not going to happen
for quite some time, 20 or 30 years in the future. The minister has
had to make a decision based on what our priorities are today and
based on our ability to have areturn on that investment in the short
term. That was an appropriate decision for the minister to make. It
was an appropriate decision for the government to make.

® (1730)

| believe all Canadians should applaud what is being done here.
We are making those tough choices that have to be made and we are
allocating those resources in the best interests of all Canadians,
regardless of where they live, from coast to coast.

[Translation]

Mr. Claude Bachand (Saint-Jean, BQ): Madam Speaker, | fedl
that the question | asked was an excellent one, but unfortunately
there was no time to answer it. | am therefore leaping at the
opportunity | now haveto ask it again, but | shall adapt it in light of
what the hon. member from Ontario has just said.

| do indeed have the statistics here. He claims geography is not
important, that what is important is how the money isinvested and
what return thereison it. | would, however, just draw his attention
to the fact that his province receives 50 per cent of al of these
research projects, and Quebec only 18.6 per cent. That is just a
coincidence. It is probably why he believes that geography is not
important.

But | will take another tack, picking up on my example from
before. There are several centres of excellence in Canada. Often the
government states that it will give contracts to these centres of
excellence. There is one such centre for armoured vehicles in
Ontario, GM in London. As | said, these vehicles need to be fitted
with a specific turret and turret gun. The other centre of excellence
in Canada is Oerlikon Aerospace, which is in Saint-Jean.

| would ask whether he considersiit fair that $2 billion are being
given to the centre in London, Ontario, which decides to have its
turrets manufactured by its affiliates, which are in the U.S.
moreover, with Delco getting some $600 million, whereas the
department ought to insist the turrets be manufactured at Saint-
Jean. From the geographical point of view, then, | have trouble
understanding how such an uneven distribution can be made.

Asfor expertise—and thisis my question—why has the govern-
ment not awarded the turret part of the armoured vehicle contract to
Oerlikon? If the hon. member from Ontario were in my shoes, |
think he too would be offended that things were being done this
way. This is, therefore, one example related specifically to his
address, in which he states that expertise and return on investment
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are what count. Let him explain to us, then, why this was not the
case with Oerlikon and GM in London, and the turrets.

[English]

Mr. Mitchell: Madam Speaker, | will give a broad response to
that question.

Let us think about the model the hon. member is suggesting. We
heard about this not too long ago in the House with respect to
another matter. The hon. member is suggesting that if it makes
senseto invest money in aparticular part of Canadawhat we would
haveto doissay let us put that money there because it makes sense.
Then, because we have to worry about geographic concerns and a
claim saying it should have been somewhere else, we would have
to invest similar amounts in Quebec, in the maritimes, in British
Columbia and in the prairies smply to keep an equa balance
because there would be a concern that one part of the country was
receiving more than another part of the country. As an ex-banker |
can say it would not take long with that kind of scenario for the
country to become bankrupt.

If there is a $2 billion project in Ontario that makes sense, the
member is suggesting we would have to invest $2 billion in
Quebec, $2 hillion in the maritimes and $2 billion in the west to
keep everybody happy. We would have to spend $8 billion to have a
$2 billion project.

That is not the way things will work. That is not the way they
should work. It certainly is not the way the minister is to work. It
certainly is not the way the government is to work.

| relate this to something | debated with a Bloc member in a
previous debate. Think about a family. | know the Bloc may have
difficulty with this, but Quebec is a part of the Canadian family. It
isaproud part of the Canadian family. So is Ontario and so are all
the other parts of the country. We are a family. We have been a
family for 129 yearsand it has worked well. It has not been without
problems, but it worked well. | am aparent and | have a number of
children. We provide resources, not necessarily equally divided,
but resources which are in the best interests of the family. We
provide resources that move us forward. We provide resources
based on the overall good of the family.

® (1735)

As a government that is what we are doing. We are providing
resources in the best interests of al Canadians, making sound
economic decision, sound investment decisions, decisions which
make sense in the economic environment in which we find
ourselves and that are good for Canadians, regardless of where they
live in this great and united country.

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justiceand Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
| appreciate the opportunity to participate in the debate.

| feel it is most important to put into context the decision of the
government to discontinue the funding of the national fusion
program. In program review, the most necessary examination of
priorities of all programs, the government of Canada made some
extremely difficult decisions.

As the minister mentioned, at Natural Resources Canada it was
decided to give priority to research and development in energy
which improve the efficiency of oil, gas and electricity and the
development of renewable energy technologies such as biotechnol -
ogy, solar and wind energy. Fusion does not come under any of
these priorities.

To expedite the advancement of the strategic directions decided
by NRCan the department is fostering the sharing of scientific
knowledge throughout the country and working with parties in
specific priority areas. | will provide some examples.

It uses the information highway to transfer high quality science
and technology quickly to users. NRCan is making a major
contribution to the highway by facilitating the supply and exchange
of digital data organized and retrieved by geographical location.
Such geo reference data are produced by a variety of government
and industry sources. All are based on the fundamental systems
created and maintained by the department.

NRCan works with the Government of Quebec and other prov-
inces to define and develop the national spatial data infrastructure,
this part of the information highway dealing with the management
and exchange of geo referenced data. Called the geography lane, it
covers all applications with significant geographic content. The
department’s geo route project also provides access to the network
at the entry level for students, researchers and businesses for
anyone in Quebec or elsewhere looking for geographical informa-
tion.

The national atlas information service offers electronic samples
of national atlas products and allows usersto select atheme such as
minerals, transportation or population density to create a custom-
ized map. The atlasis available on the Internet as a worldwide web
site. The site won a gold meda a the 1995 technology in
government week.

The department takes full advantage of the Internet to dissemi-
nate information. For example, anyone may obtain immediate
access to national information regarding forest fires. A daily fire
and weather index provides data crucial to controlling and manag-
ing forest fires in Quebec and across the country.
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Partners and clients now have regular access to geo scientific
data bases throughout the Internet and dedicated information
centres set up in provincia facilities. Residents of Quebec may
conduct searches, obtain reports and read public files. People are
now buying maps via the Internet.

Internationally the department is strengthening its overseaslinks
to create and expand markets for companies in Quebec and other
provinces to improve access to foreign technologies and collabo-
rate on global projects.

Canada works with other countries to develop international
standards, scientific criteria and indicators and certification sys-
tems for global sustainable forestry. Without such certification
fostered by NRCan Quebec forest products could encounter future
trade barriers because of environmental requirements. As the
leader of Canadian geomatics teams, NRCan is playing a strategic
role in winning business abroad.

® (1740)

Most of these international projects involve Quebec firms.
Under a $22 million contract Quebec based companies are modern-
izing Mexico's national mapping system. The leader of this project
is SNC Lavalin. Subcontractors are Photosur-Geomat of Montreal
and Le Centre canadien de geomatique of Sherbrooke. Another
two-year contract is underway in Saudi Arabia. With funding from
the Canadian I nternational Development Agency, the department is
working with a consortium of Canadian companies on a digital
mapping project in Russia.

Companies involved with projects in Russia include DMR
Group of Montreal, Tecsult of Montreal and Roche of Quebec.
Working in Romania are Tecsult, and Pro-Sig and Sima of Mon-
treal. Other overseas projects where Quebec companies are provid-
ing leading technology are in Lebanon, Burkina Faso and
Argentina. As part of the efforts to pursue the marketing of energy
and technology abroad, the department is |eading a hydro technolo-
gy mission to Poland.

NRCan keeps Canada at the forefront of geoscientific research
through active participation in the international ocean drilling
program. Canadian proposals for deployment of a drilling ship
have resulted in more than $20 million of scientific drilling
immediately offshore of Canada.

The department also provides administration for the | nternation-
al Union of Surveying and Mapping, an organization which
provides a forum for exchanging science and technology informa-
tion in geomatics.

Another example is an agreement with European community for
the exchange of information on technologies in key areas of

Supply

mining, mineral processing, metals recycling, waste reduction and
related environmental issues.

Natural Resources Canada communicates the importance of
science and technology to students all across this great country of
ours. The geomatics professional development program matches
recent university graduates with potential leaders in Geomatics
Canada in a two-year program. NRCan personnel receive an
infusion of fresh ideas and innovations. The graduates gain valu-
able work experience. The industry obtains graduates who have
been trained to apply the latest academic and scientific skills.

A new link of growing importance is SchoolNet, which connects
more than 15,000 schools across the country via the Internet.
NRCan provides maps, geography databases and community pro-
files. Through this network a school in Jonquiere could obtain
detailed geographic information about Montreal or anywhere else
in Canada. For one project, an atlas of Canadian communities,
created in partnership with the Canadian Association of School
Principals, youngsters collected maps, photographs and stories
about their communities. These were compiled in an atlas, pack-
aged on a compact disc and provided through SchoolNet.

Another program, the youth science awareness program for
schoals, is designed to develop interest and capabilities of youth in
science and encourage the pursuit of careersin scientific fields. A
junior energy program was aimed at children in grades four, five
and six. “‘Conserving Energy in Canada’ explains this important
priority to grades seven to ten. Scientists from NRCan also serve as
part time professors at universities, providing strong links between
the department’s research laboratories and students.

Thisis a short description of the many and varied ways Natural
Resources Canada is meeting the scientific needs of a whole range
of Canadians from each province, including Quebec society. This
includes students from primary school through university, teachers
and professors, researchers, scientists, technicians, public adminis-
trators, business people, those engaging in mining, forestry, energy
and geo-science, public interest groups and environmentalists.

® (1745)

Natural Resources Canada is investing its limited resources to
meet the most pressing, present and future needs in science and
technology. As a science department of the federal government,
Natural Resources Canada is amply fulfilling its mandate to serve
the needs of all Canadians, ensuring the place of al Canadiansin
the future and prosperity of Canada.

In view of these many ongoing programs, directly and indirectly
benefiting all Canadians, the difficult decision to end funding for
the national fusion program was appropriate, wise and entirely in
keeping with the best interests of all the people of Canada and
Quebec.
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[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Madam Speaker, |
listened with interest to the remarks of my Liberal colleague. He
recited a list of many things the government has done, a sort of
litany that tells us very little about percentages.

In August 1995, the Quebec department of industry, commerce,
science and technology produced a study on federa R and D
spending. The main conclusions of the study, which analysed
specific federal spending in this sector using a grid with a number
of criteria, are that between 1979 and 1991, six provinces out of ten
were overfunded in R and D.

Ontario, of course, was at the top of thelist. For thelast 10 years,
it has received 50 per cent of the funding. According to the study,
during the same period Quebec came last, with underfunding of
$2.5 billion, the amount it would have received if it had been
treated equitably.

This study concluded that if federal funding had been equitable
in 1991, the relationship between gross domestic spending on R
and D and GDP, the indicator most often used to show the intensity
of R and D effort, would have been higher in Quebec than in any
other Canadian province.

The question | would like to ask my colleague is this: Can
Quebec reach its full potential? In other words, by remaining in
Canada, can Quebec hope to receive its fair share? We think it
cannot. Recent history says it cannot. Quebec is not receiving its
fair share.

Asl was saying earlier, what we get from the federal government
is social transfer payments. The central government has no policy
for developing a specific region, as | see it, except that if you are
part of the mgjority and you live in Ontario, you could care less.
They say you should go where the getting is good, and the getting is
almost always good in Ontario.

Does the member think that Quebec can hope to develop by
staying within Confederation? | think not, and | would like the
member to prove otherwise. If he cannot, this discourse that we
have been listening to for 30 years and that is slowly but surely
destroying us has got to stop.

[English]

Mr. Kirkby: Madam Speaker, | would like to thank the hon.
member for his question which is very specific and pointed.

Today we are talking specifically about funding to a particular
project within Quebec, the magnetic fusion project. There has been
some discussion about the amount of resources going to the
province for science and technology.

® (1750)

| can assure the hon. member, coming from a province like
Saskatchewan, that we are not overly financed in the area of
research and development, probably less so than the province of
Quebec. | believe thisto be more than likely an accurate statement.
It strikes me as being a bit like the hon. member complaining
because he has no shoes. | am complaining because | have no feet.

The hon. member should keep all these things in perspective.
Each of these different programs goes on in different regions across
the country. Sometimes one area or ancther, for very legitimate
reasons, will be a larger beneficiary of specific resources. Howev-
er, after taking into account all the things the federal government
does in al parts of the country, we are all well served.

When the maritime provinces have a need, the government is
there to assist in meeting the need. As well, the people of other
provinces share in meeting that need. It is the same with the
province of Quebec. When there is a need in that province, people
from the rest of Canada are there to assist in meeting that need.
However, the people in Saskatchewan receive next to nothing in
research and development dollars.

When taking into account all of the benefits we have in being
Canadian, | am very proud to be a Canadian citizen. | am proud to
be part of a country that cares about every region, where we share
our wealth one with other so we al can benefit.

At different times in our history different provinces have had
needs. Before oil was discovered in Alberta, it needed help from
the rest of country and received that help. Now Albertais helping
other areas of the country.

When we look back over our history al regions of the country
have needed assistance from time to time and all regions of the
country have received it. When we consider our history and al of
the difficulties and challenges that the different regions have had,
we have all been well served by Confederation. As a result of this
kind of caring, sharing and working together, | can say that | am
very proud to be a Canadian.

[Translation]
The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Ringuette-Maltais): It being 5.53

p.m., it is my duty to inform the House that proceedings on the
motion have expired.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

REFERENDUMS
Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.) moved:

That, inthe opinion of thisHouse, the government should, in accordancewith
international law, bewillingtoconsider negotiatingwithany secessionist claimin
the event of afuturereferendum, if and only if thefollowing criteriaare met: (1)
thesecessionistunitbecomprised of a‘* people’” meetinginternational standards;
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(2) the people must have been subject to adenial of political freedom or human
rights in a discriminatory manner; (3) the seceding unit must demonstrate in
practical termsthat it hasand can create a practicable and governable statewhich
canassert effectivecontrol over areasonably well definedterritory; (4) aclear and
precisequestionisasked asto whether the popul ationin questionwishesto secede
from Canada; and (5) two-thirds of the population votein favour of the clear and
precise question.

He said: Madam Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to introduce
Motion No. 206 today. This motion would be unnecessary if the
government had had a plan to deal with the national referendum
issue that still haunts us to this day.

® (1755)

The national unity issue that we thought would be finished at the
end of last year is unfortunately in front of us once again. The
separatist leadership in Quebec continues to pursue a course and is
trying to carve up this beautiful country that we know as Canada.
The separatist politicians in Quebec are trying to seduce the
population in Quebec, to try to lead them to the holy grail of
separation.

The purpose of this motion is to put forward some terms of
secession, some identifiable groundwork for the criteria for seces-
sion. What is patently evident from last October 30 is that the
federal government did not have a plan A or a plan B. It did not
have aplanif it was ayesvote and did not have aplanif it wasano
vote. Sadly, after discussions in the House over the last two weeks
and on questioning the government, it has repeatedly demonstrated
that it still does not have a plan as our country moves inexorably
toward the edge of a cliff of separation.

| have put forward Motion No. 206 in which | have tried to use
the criteria under international law that is commonly respected
throughout the world. The premier of Quebec has said that
international law will be respected over internal law. The Prime
Minister has said that international law will be respected. The
attorney general of Quebec has said the same thing. No one has
defined what it isin international law that allows an area to secede.

That iswhat Motion No. 206 is all about. It states that an areain
Canada can secede if it meets the following five criteria: (1) that
the secessionist unit be comprised of a‘“people”’; (2) these people
have been subject to a denial of their political freedom or human
rights in a discriminatory manner; (3) the seceding unit must
demonstrate that they can create a government; (4) that a clear and
precise question be asked; and (5) that the question be passed by a
two-thirds majority.

Those are the terms of secession. Those are the criteriawhich are
required if the international community is going to recognize a new

Private Members' Business

country. It is being applied al over the world. It was applied in the
case of Czechoslovakia. The Slovak Republic could not secede
from Czechoslovakia because it could not meet these criteria

If Quebec or another part of this country wishes to secede it will
haveto fulfil these five criteriaalso. If it does not then it will not be
recognized as a country in the international community.

| am appalled that the government chose not to make my motion
votable. Incidentally, this is the only OECD country in the world
that has non-votable private members' motions. What a waste of
time and money. It costs the taxpayer $25,000 an hour to keep this
place open, and for what? | caution the government in the future to
be democratic, give members the power to represent their people
and make these private members' motions, al of them, votable.

This motion came from the lack of desire, will and courage by
the government to demonstrate and define for the Canadian people
what it takes to secede. Does Quebec meet the five criteria that |
mentioned? Let us take a look.

Part of the criteriaisthat the rights of the peoplein Quebec have
to be abrogated. They claim that their rights have been abrogated.
They claim that somehow they became second class citizens. One
can only become a second class citizen if one allows it to happen. |
am completely fed up with the whining that takes place from the
separatist politicians and | know the members of this House are
aso.

Let us take a look at the facts. Are Quebecers second class
citizens? Have the people of Quebec had their rights abrogated?
For 24 of the last 26 years the prime ministers of this country have
been Quebecers. Three out of the ten supreme court justices are
from Quebec. Quebec's separate civil code is respected by the rest
of the country. Quebec is allowed to have its own pension plan. It
has opted out of the CPP. It is tolerated by the rest of Canada.

® (1800)

Let us take alook at the cold, hard economics. Members of the
Bloc have said that the people of Quebec have not received their
fair share. Let us look at the facts.

Since 1972 the province of Quebec has received $2.6 billion, at
least, in excess of what it has paid out. From 1961 to 1991 the
province of Quebec has received net transfers of $160 billion,
funded by the rest of Canada. It is funded by the same part of
Canadathe separatists believe they are being abused by and treated
as second class citizens. If that is being treated as a second class
citizen, count British Columbia in.
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Firms have been encouraged to operate in Quebec. Eighty-five
thousand people in Quebec work in federal government jobs. A
further 25,000 work in Ontario. Is that second class citizenship?
Is that having their rights abused? | challenge anybody to name
another country in the world where the people are supposedly
having their rights abused because they receive economic and
congtitutional benefits. Those are the facts that Quebec has had
to endure.

| ask the separatist politicians who keep complaining about their
lotinlifeasapart of Canadato put themselvesin the shoes of those
living outside Quebec. They should put themselves in the shoes of
the people who live in British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Manitoba, Ontario or Newfoundland. How do they feel about
having to give their tax dollars to Quebec? That is a measure of
tolerance. What we have seen in this whole debate is a measure of
great intolerance. If we demonstrate that, this country will surely
fracture.

What has been the response of the separatist politicians in
Quebec? What did they do after the referendum? They blamed their
defeat on the immigrants. They closed down hospitals in the
immigrant populated areas of Montreal. That was not by accident;
it was done deliberately to drive out the immigrant population that
voted for a united Canada. That is absolutely disgusting.

Imagine a bill similar to Bill 101 being implemented in Ontario
or in British Columbia. The people of Quebec and in fact non-En-
glish speaking people would be absolutely furious, and rightly so.
It is discrimination.

That has been the response of the separatist politiciansin Quebec
to the non-francophonesin that province. Isthat care and consider-
ation? Isthat showing tolerance? s that showing understanding? Is
that trying to build aunited country that isfair to all its members? |
think not.

| presented Motion No. 206 because of the muddled, unco-ordi-
nated approach made prior to the referendum by the federa
government. Its lack of understanding continues to spiral on the
national unity issue. | want to add an element of understanding and
define the rules of the terrible game we are playing.

What must we do to keep Canada together? The first thing isthe
Prime Minister has to understand that the separatist leadership has
no interest whatsoever in being a part of Canada. The separatist
leadership wants only one thing: a separate country called Quebec.
If we recognize that, then we also have to accept the fact that
negotiating with the separatists will not keep this country together.
The Prime Minister can stand on his head and spit distinctive
society clauses all he wants but it will not keep Canada together
because the separatist politicians do not want to be in Canada.

® (1805)

What must the Prime Minister do? He has to go directly to the
people with a plan for a new federalism. He has to build bridges of
tolerance and understanding between the peopl e of Quebec, not the
politicians, and the rest of Canada. He has to build bridges of
tolerance and understanding between Quebecers themselves.

A few weeks ago | wasin Montreal for anational unity rally and
| was shocked, saddened and appalled. There is a polarization
between the yes and the no sides. These individuals are reacting
violently toward each other. Bridges of understanding are not
developing.

The Prime Minister must go into Quebec with all members of
Parliament who want to keep the country together and bring forth a
plan for a new federalism. It must involve a decentralization of
powersto the provinces including Quebec. By decentralization | do
not mean making a weak federal government, but being intelligent
about it. Powers should be given to al the provinces in areas that
they can manage more efficiently and cost effectively. We should
keep within the federal government in Ottawa the powers that a
strong federal government can manage better. That is for the sake
of al Canadians.

The Prime Minister has to dispel the myths which have devel-
oped between the separatists and people in the rest of Canada. In
the last referendum half of the people who voted yes believed they
would still have Canadian passports. They believed they could send
members of Parliament to this House. They believed they could use
the Canadian dollar. They believed they would be part of NAFTA
and that business would continue as usual. That is a complete
distortion of the truth.

In Mr. Bouchard's speech on television on October 26 he
stressed in English that the vote was about sovereignty and the rest
of Canada must be prepared to recognize the results. In French he
emphasized that the offer of political and economic partnership be
made to the rest of Canada. Those are two very different ideas on
the same very important topic. This has to be dispelled. The Prime
Minister must outline very clearly to the people of Quebec what
separation means and dispel the myths coming forth from the
separatist politicians.

Mr. Bouchard likes to say that the economic situation in Quebec
is going to be better than it is currently with Quebec as part of
Canada. That is smply not true. Before the referendum his own
financial analyst said that in the event of separation the people of
Quebec would suffer dire economic and social consequences. That
information was deliberately suppressed by the separatist |eader-
ship in Quebec. The Prime Minister must explain in no uncertain
terms to the people of Quebec the consegquences of separation.

The premier of Quebec likes to say that the people in an
independent Quebec would enjoy a situation such as exists in
Europe under the Maastricht treaty. The fact is the Maastricht
treaty would provide Quebec with less monetary and fiscal control
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than what it has today. In fact, | cannot see an independent Quebec
taking its monetary and fiscal orders from Ottawa but that is
exactly what a Maastricht treaty would provide for a separate
Quebec.

® (1810)

| fear if the national unity issue is left up to the paliticians,
Canada is going to fracture. The Prime Minister has muddlied
through thisissue. He is not prepared to lay it on the line, not only
to the people in Quebec but also to the rest of Canada. If he believes
he can muddle through this, if that is what his advisers are telling
him, he is dead wrong because this country will fracture.

The Prime Minister must deal with the people and work with all
other paliticians in this House. He must go into the trenches. He
cannot stay in Montreal and Quebec City and deal with the
separatist media there and expect to get his message across. He has
to go eyeball to eyeball, flesh and blood, right into the rural areas of
Quebec. He must meet with the people, understand their concerns
and get the good ideas from Quebecers. He must address their
concerns and their needs to preserve their beautiful language which
is an integral and important part of the Canada we all know and
love.

It isimportant to preserve Quebec’s distinctiveness and culture.
If the Prime Minister gives the responsibilities of language and
culture to the province of Quebec, then Quebecers are going to be
the masters of their own cultural and linguistic destinies. Whether
their language and culture survive will be entirely up to them.
Personally, | deeply hope they do because they enrich al of us.

The Prime Minister must also understand that if he is going to
put forth ideas that are somehow unequal and are only for the
people of Quebec and not for other Canadians, he faces the risk of
having other areas in Canada fracture and separate.

British Columbians are absolutely fed up with pandering to
Quebec. They want equality for all people. They want Quebec to
stay in Canada because from the bottom of their hearts they believe
that the culture, language and contributions Quebec and Quebecers
have made are inval uabl e to the definition of our country. Quebec’s
beautiful language and culture enriches us all.

British Columbians do not want Quebec to stay in Canada as a
group with special privileges and special laws and regulations that
the rest of Canada does not enjoy. One of the problems we see in
theworld isthat any time one group is given special privileges over
another, disunity rather than unity is created.

The Prime Minister will have to show a great deal of statesman-
ship if he is going to keep this country together. It could be his
legacy if heis effective in doing that. He must put a plan together
on the national unity issue. | encourage him to look at the Reform

Private Members' Business

20-20 plan which has a plan A and a plan B. It has a sensible plan
on the devolution of powers from the federal government and the
separation of powers for all the provinces.

We need to bring Canadians together. We are standing at a
crossroads. The Prime Minister must lay down the guidelines for
secession. | hope he uses this motion to define the terms of
secession for the people in Quebec and outside Quebec. He must
state the consequences of secession for all Canadians. He must
include al MPs in this House. He must define and describe a new
federalism. He must dissipate the intolerance that is taking place
within Quebec. Mark my words. The intolerance that is brewing
now is going to ultimately boil over in violence. That is not
Canadian. If he does not redlize it, | challenge him to go back on
the streets and find out.

| challenge peopl e across the country, inside and outside Quebec,
francophone and anglophone, to put themselves in their neigh-
bour’s shoes and understand where they come from. Together and
united, we will build astronger future for al of us. We must use our
differences with respect and understanding to build a stronger
country for al of us.

® (1815)

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Lib.): Madam Speaker, Motion No. 206
proposes that in the opinion of the House the government should
establish conditions for secession.

The government has been persuaded that the hon. member
introduced this motion with the best of intentions. The prospect of
Quebec’s separation, while not imminent, is certainly real. Howev-
er, when he refers to the concept of distinct society as special
privileges and refers to violence we fear that he shows the Reform
Party’s lack of understanding of the issue.

[Translation]

This past October 30, a majority of Quebecers said “‘no” to
separation. Some of us hope that Canadians will not be confronted
with the spectre of the secession of Quebec. Unfortunately, the
Bloc Quebecois and its secessionist allies are the ones who refuse
to recognize Quebecers’ wishes.

Last month, Premier Bouchard stated in the National Assembly:
“If Canada rejects our outstretched hand, if Canada wants to
impose vetoes on us, wants to keep us within Confederation against
our will, we will withdraw by proclaiming sovereignty unilaterally.
We have the right to do so, and we are going to exercise that right” .
Premier Bouchard did us a favour when he made that statement
because he made his true intentions very clear. We must take Mr.
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Bouchard at hisword. The Government of Quebec has matched this
statement with legal action.

[English]

Premier Bouchard did us all a favour when he made that
statement because he made his true intentions very clear. We must
take Mr. Bouchard at his word. The Government of Quebec has
matched those words with legal action.

Quebecer Guy Bertrand is a founding member of the PQ. Mr.
Bertrand says he became convinced of the tolerance of Canada and
the benefits for Quebecers within Confederation when he realized
Canada would allow a separatist party to sit in the House as the
loyal opposition. So convinced was he that he decided to take the
Government of Quebec to court.

Mr. Bertrand hopes to force the provincial government to
explain to Quebecers how Quebec could be taken out of Canada
with only a magic wand and to expose this charade for what it is.
The Government of Quebec is trying to have Mr. Bertrand's case
dismissed.

The provincia government told the Quebec Superior Court that
the Constitution of Canada would not apply if Quebec seceded.
Canadian courts would have no jurisdiction. That is an extraordi-
nary statement coming from the government of a Canadian prov-
ince.

Consequently the government understands some of the thinking
and shares some of the concerns expressed on these issues in the
House and elsewhere. It understands why the member for Esqui-
malt—Juan de Fuca drafted the motion we are debating today.

However, while the federal government understands and is
facing these challengesit is at the same time committed to acting in
the best interests of al Canadians.

[Translation]

The Government of Canada has made its position very clear. In
the throne speech in February, we renewed before Parliament our
commitment to rise to the challenge of Quebec secession resolutely
and with renewed energy and commitment.

First and foremost, the government has put into place a true
program of reform, a program that will be ongoing. Certain
measures have, in fact, already been presented by the government
and debated in this House, including the distinct society resolution,
the regiona veto, and the transfer of manpower training to the
provinces.

However, given the long term objectives of Premier Bouchard,
the federal government also promised that: “—as long as the
prospect of another Quebec referendum exists, the Government
will exercise its responsibility to ensure that the debate is con-
ducted with all the facts on the table, that the rules of the process

are fair, that the consequences are clear, and Canadians, no matter
where they live, will have their say in the future of their country” .

[English]

The federal government has shown its resolve in response to a
reply to the motion filed by the PQ government in the Bertrand
case.

® (1820)

Let me restate what the federal position is not. The federa
government does not agree with Mr. Bertrand on many things. The
federal government does not wish to interfere with the capacity of
the provincial Government of Quebec to call a consultative referen-
dum on any subject, including separation. The Minister of Justice
and other have been very clear on this matter before the House and
Canadians.

However, before the results of any referendum were used by a
secessionist government as a political mandate to leave Canada, at
a minimum the federal government would insist the question be
clear and the consequences explained to voters. All participantsin
the debate among Quebecers would have to understand the funda-
mental consequences of their actions.

Were this mandate ever achieved, Quebec would not have aright
to secede unilaterally. There is simply no legal foundation for this
under either Canadian or international law. This is not new or a
surprise. Quebec’'s own commissions and inquiries have been
consistently told the same thing many times.

Some would argue so what, how can the law keep people in
Canada? If the people speak, if the people choose, what isthe law if
not the will of the people? Would not alaw seeking to deny people
this fundamental right somehow be anti-democratic? That line of
reasoning is deeply flawed. The rule of law is not an obstacle to
change but provides a framework for change.

Therule of law would allow secession to take placein an orderly
fashion and to preserve important protections for al. If we begin as
governments or citizens to discard the rule of law what remains
would be chaos where we make up the rules as we go aong, where
we set aside protections in the law, where at best we would enter
into an unknown, and that is not what Canadians want and not
action the federal government, any federal government, would ever
support.

[Translation]

Canada cannot remain united if some of us say clearly, in
response to a clear and fair question, that we want to leave Canada.
After al, Canada is built on values of compromise and tolerance
promoting our national identity.

Since 1867, we have shared the burdens and the joys of
nationhood. We have gathered together the fruits of this country,
which many describe as the best in the world.
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In this same vein of tolerance and compromise, however,
Canadians would insist that any secession would have to be by
negotiation and not unilateral. This is the objection of the federal
government and many Canadians to the route chosen to date by
Mr. Bouchard and other secessionists.

Canadacan be divided. It is certainly no prison. No oneisforced
to remain a Canadian or in Canada, but, at the same time, no one
should have their rights denied arbitrarily, without due process of
law. If Quebec were ever to secede, 30 million Canadians would
expect, and no one would demand, that the governments would
move beyond their differences, find a common ground and contin-
ue to create an environment favourable to all.

[English]

The hon. member’s motion touches on some of these themes. It
may even use the federal government’s statements to date as
inspiration, but Reform would go further and faster than the federal
government chooses. The federal government has made its ap-
proach clear and it stands by those decisions.

[Translation]

Mr. Michel Bellehumeur (Berthier—Montcalm, BQ): Mad-
am Speaker, before speaking directly to Motion M-206, | would
like to set the record straight regarding an aberration often heard in
this House. It originates with the member who moved Motion
M-206, the member for Esquimalt—Juan-de-Fuca. He said some-
thing to the effect that nearly only in Canada, a beautiful and
democratic country, are sovereignist groups allowed to have a say.

® (1825)

| would like to remind him, just in case he does not know, that in
Belgium there is a right wing Flemish party, called VIaams Blok,
which promotes independence for Flanders. Out of 150 members
sitting in Parliament, 11 advocate independence. In Italy, the
Northern League has sent separatists members to the Parliament.
They number 59 out of 630. In Spain, there are three separatist
sovereignist parties. Taiwan and the United Kingdom also have
sovereignist parties. Canada is not the only country where this is
allowed. This is democracy.

If there is something totally undemocratic, it is Motion M-206.
If you were to ask me to describe this motion in a few words, |
would tell you that it is useless, it lacks intellectual rigour and is
provocative.

It is useless, because when you read it, you see it has only one
purpose, namely to impose the will of the majority, not of
Quebecers, but of Canadians, on Quebecers. This is not the first
time we have said this, and | will say it again very camly, Quebec
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sovereignty will be decided by Quebecers alone, not by English
Canada, not by the rest of Canada. Quebecers will decide.

This motion does not make any sense, especially when every-
body uses the expression the *“ people” of Quebec. Even the Prime
Minister, last week, answering aquestion | had put to him, used the
expression the ‘“‘people”’ of Quebec. Everyone in this House,
except perhaps for a few Reformers and a few Liberals sitting in
front of me but who would probably feel more comfortable sitting
beside me with Reform members, recognize that Quebecers are a
people.

It is obvious that the secessionist unit is comprised of a people
meeting international standards, as stated in the motion, but it is
also obvious that Quebecers are a people. So this motion is
unnecessary in that regard.

This motion lists five criteria, and | will go over each of them.
Thefirst criterion is that the unit be recognized as a people. Thisis
unnecessary, as everyone in this House recognizes that we Quebec-
ers are a people. We also showed in the last referendum that we
were a responsible people, since we proposed the term *“ partner-
ship”, which is very fashionable these days in the House.

| am not saying that we invented it, but | think it was the first
time the term * partnership’ was used in this House. The Minister
of Finance and the Prime Minister then turned around and used it at
every opportunity. All this to tell you that we are a responsible
people and that we have aready proposed a few things.

The motion says that the government should consider negotiat-
ing with any claim. Again, thisis unnecessary because, if the hon.
member had followed the referendum campaign a little more
closely, he would have seen that this is in the standards, in the
concrete measures proposed by the Bloc Quebecois, the Parti
Quebecois and al the sovereignists in Quebec. They propose that
some things be negotiated to benefit Quebec, of course, but also the
rest of Canada. There are mgjor issues to be negotiated.

The third criterion in this motion is also quite ludicrous and
unnecessary. | think this motion is wasting the very valuable time
of the House. | would also say that, on the basis of the points |
raised earlier, this motion lacks intellectual rigour. Indeed, this
motion addresses several issues, including democratic rights and
international law.

This motion makes a grab for powers vested in legidative
assemblies, as—and | think the hon. member did not make any
secret about this—its sole purpose is to prevent Quebecers from
voting again on their future, or at least to try to put up roadblocks
by imposing an endless selection process. All this just for Quebec,
to grab powers belonging to the Quebec National Assembly, among
others, to try to subvert set rules and to interfere with the political
judgment of a people.
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| think that these are extremely important criteria and that trying
to legidate and put them down on paper results in the kind of
nonsense we have here in Motion M-206.

| also smiled when | read the second point, which says that *‘the
people must have been subject to a denial of political freedom or
human rights in a discriminatory manner”.

If I am not mistaken, until there is evidence to the contrary,
Canadais ademocratic country. | think that everyone agrees to say
this is one of our finest values, to which the people of Quebec,
Ontario and the other provinces have all contributed. Correct me if
| am wrong, but it is the democratic people of Quebec who will
achieve sovereignty and, similarly, it is the democratic people of
the rest of Canada who will negotiate a partnership with the
newly-formed country called Quebec.

It is also to lack intellectual rigour to try, through a motion, to
interfere with the judgment passed on the wording of the referen-
dum question. | am referring to here to item 4 of the motion, which
states: ‘‘a clear and precise question is asked as to whether the
population in question wishes to secede from Canada’’.

If anything was made clear in the last referendum, this was it.
The issue of sovereignty has been discussed extensively, and not
just since 1995. | can remember, when | was elected in 1993,
making speeches on sovereignty and promoting Quebec’s indepen-
dence; that was part of my mandate. Come on, this is redly to
ascribe to us intentions we do not have.

The question will be clear. Infact, it was clear. But the important
thing is that it is not up to the federal Parliament, to the Ontario
Legislative Assembly, or to other provincia legisature to phrase
the question. It is up to the Quebec National Assembly, as in the
case of Newfoundland. Indeed, referendums are not held only in
Quebec. Over the years, some aso took place in other provinces.
Never did the federal government, or a provincia government,
interfere in the process.

In 1948, Newfoundland joined Confederation with 52.34 per
cent of voters supporting the idea. Did anyone claim it was not
enough? If we can join Canada with 52.34 per cent of voters
supporting the idea, we can certainly leave it with the same
number. The Avalon peninsula said no to Confederation in a
proportion of 67.18 per cent, but eventually joined it. There was no
talk of partitioning.

As you can see, this motion lacks intellectual rigour, to say the
least. More importantly, it is pure provocation. To say that 66.6 per
cent of the population must vote in favour of sovereignty is to
provoke Quebecers. In the last federal election, some members in
this House got elected with barely 35 per cent of the votes. Do we

question their legitimate right to represent their riding? No,
because this is democracy.

When democracy speaks, there is not a parliament, an MP, or a
constitution that can oppose the will of the people. This is what
democracy is all about.

Motion M-206 goes squarely against this principle. Fortunately,
it is not a votable item and we will not see how many Reform
members, and perhaps Liberals members, would have been
tempted to support it. We would have voted strongly against the
motion.

[English]

Mr. Nick Discepola (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | had a prepared
speech, but after listening to the member for Esquimalt—Juan du
Fuca | think | had better throw half of it away because | want to
address several of the points he touched on.

| tried desperately during his presentation to extract the positive
elements of his intervention.

® (1835)

If we are to solve the Canadian unity problem, it will not be by
adopting such amotion. It will be by having dialogue. | would like
to have a dialogue with the member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca.

One positive element of his speech, despite the Reform Party’s
lack of understanding of Quebec's needs and problems, was the
language the distinctive culture in Quebec. He touched on the
valuable contribution that Quebecers have made to the creation of
this country. However, | still have serious doubts because when it
came time for the Reform Party to recognize that great language
and culture that make Canada unique and the efforts of Prime
Minister in response to the passionate pleawe made on October 27,
the member and his party voted against the government's efforts to
recognize Quebec's distinct society and the regional veto.

We are on adangerous treadmill. Thisiswhat | want to point out
to the member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca. When he uses words
like intolerance and violence they preoccupy me immensely. The
member from the Bloc Quebecois implied the motion is provoca-
tive and may induce violence, that is exactly what | fear.

The member also said his province is fed up with pandering to
Quebec, again another form of intolerance, another form of
showing we are not open to dialogue.

Prior to the referendum premiers were begging Quebecers
passionately, saying ‘‘we will work hand in hand with you, your
aspirations and concerns are our concerns’. However, the member
today measured his province by how much we benefit in economic
terms from the federation and how Quebec is being pandered to and
how people are fed up with always responding to Quebec's
demands.
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| remind the hon. member we made concessions to accommo-
date provinces when they joined Confederation. We made a
concession for his province of British Columbia. We promised
British Columbians: **Join our family and we will build you a
national railway’’. That dream was realized in 1892, contributed
to by the many immigrants who came to this country to help build
that dream.

| ask the hon. member where would British Columbians be if
that national dream had not been realized. Would the prosperity the
province realizes today have been realized? | doubt it.

We made concessions for PE.I., the smallest province of Con-
federation. We said: ** Join our family and we will make sure you
are represented in the House of Commons and the Senate and we
will build you a fixed link”. Quebecers paid for that national
railway and for the fixed link. Quebecers did not say ““where is our
fair share”?

| am disappointed the member is not here. | believe if we areto
solve the Canadian unity problem we must show respect for each
other and have dialogue and understanding. | ask Reform Party
members, who are now suddenly showing up in Quebec, being
political opportunists, receiving petitions in my riding and other
ridings, that if they are sincere why were they not involved in the
unity debate during the entire referendum? Where were they?

They talk about their 20-20 vision. | think this motion is
unfounded, very dangerous and very intimidating.

® (1840)
[Translation]

Therefore, our government supports co-operation with the prov-
inces and all our partnersin order to develop new approaches and
find constructive solutions.

The Government of Canada does not intend in the slightest to
promote confrontation, as is suggested in this motion, because it
could undermine the renewal of federalism and especially our
social harmony.

We want to unite Canadians, not divide them. We have launched
a process of national reconciliation and federation renewal. We
have taken some concrete measures by implementing initiatives to
restore the balance within our federation, to reinforce our economic
union and enhance our socia solidarity and to further define the
devolution of powers, just like the hon. member himself wanted us
to do.

Canadians outside Quebec are open-minded and try to draw
closer to their fellow citizens in Quebec, by recognizing that their
differences are what makes our country’s strength. If we work
together to ensure our federation goes forward and meets the
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expectations of Canadians, we will have reached our goal without
having to hold another referendum on secession.

We believe we can work constructively with the Government of
Quebec, given the open-mindedness shown by Premier Lucien
Bouchard, as we do with al the other provincia and territorial
governments. It is our duty, our responsibility.

The next first ministers conference will deal with restoring the
balance within our federation. It will give the federal and provin-
cia governments the opportunity to discuss the priorities Cana
dianswant usto set. Thisiswhy the motion put forward by the hon.
member for Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca seems inconsistent with our
government’s action plan. And this is why | do not support this
motion and | urge my colleagues not to support it either.

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, Motion M-206 brought forward today by my colleague
from Esguimalt—Juan de Fuca says that the government should
establish beforehand five specific conditions with regard to any
secessionist claim.

| can understand why this motion is being debated. | can even
say that, in a sense, | agree with my colleague from Esquimalt—
Juan de Fuca that the unilateral secession of any provinceistotally
unacceptable.

Let meremind the House that the government was quite clear on
that. We went to court to defend the rule of law. The federa
government’s intervention before the Cour supérieure du Québecis
the direct result of the motion presented by the Government of
Quebec. It claims that the secession of Quebec does not fall within
the jurisdiction of the Canadian courts or the Constitution and that
it is solely a matter of international law.

The matter is now before the courts and a ruling will be made at
the appropriate time. In the meantime, we are concentrating, as we
have always done, on issues of interest to all Canadians, namely the
economy, employment, growth, the renewal of the federation,
equality, socia justice as well as national reconciliation, which the
Reform Party obviously has no interest in.

Far from creating an environment favourable to national recon-
ciliation, the positions adopted recently by members of the third
party underline the fundamental issues that divide them.

When did our colleagues from the Reform Party contribute to the
debate with positive arguments, constructive solutions? Instead,
they seem to be on the path of division and confrontation.

While conditions for secession seem to be *‘the”” main concern
of Reform members, our government has clearly indicated its
priorities in the throne speech. We are focusing our efforts on
positive action that will prepare Canada for the challenges of the
new millenium.
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Economic prosperity, employment, equality, social justice and
national reconciliation, these are the issues of concern to Cana-
dians. These are also the priorities established by our government.

® (1845)

During the first half of its mandate, the government took some
measures to set economic and budgetary conditions that would
foster sustained growth and job creation. It undertook a major
administrative reform, reduced the deficit, and took some trade and
international investment initiatives.

Itisin this context that, since it assumed power, our government
has created more than half a million jobs and reduced the unem-
ployment rate by two points, so that, for thefirst timein five years,
it is under 10 per cent.

Thus, our government has made major changes in the past two
yearsand it continuesto put forward the measures announced in the
throne speech to improve the workings of the Canadian federation.
In this regard, let me remind the hon. member of the initiatives on
which our government is focusing.

First of al, our government promised to limit its spending power
in exclusively provincia areas. Never before has the federa
government offered to limit its powers outside formal constitution-
al negotiations.

Moreover, at the request of its provincia counterparts, the
government says that it will not create any shared cost program in
sectors under provincia jurisdiction, without the agreement of a
majority of provinces. Non participating provinces implementing
such a program will be compensated. We believe that, with such
co-operation and openness, we will promote Canadian unity.

Secondly, our government is determined to find new avenues for
cooperation with provinces to maintain national standardsin social
programs without imposing conditions and without unilateral
implementation. It must be reminded that our socia programs
guarantee al Canadians access to comparable levels of service no
matter where they live. That iswhat our government’s commitment
to socia solidarity means.

Thirdly, the government took the commitment to define more
clearly the responsibilities of the different levels of government.
This is done in cooperation with the provinces. We began with-
drawing from areas which are more directly the responsibility of
the provinces, municipalities and other stakeholders.

In this regard, the proposal put forward last week by our
colleague, the human resources development minister, isaconcrete
example of the fulfilment of a major commitment for our govern-
ment and for most of the provinces, which had been seeking
increased authority over manpower training for a long time. The
announcement also signals anew co-operation between both levels
of government in the area of manpower training.

Therefore, provinces, if they wish, will be able to have their own
programs of employment measures, such as wage subsidies, in-
come supplements, job creation partnerships as well as manpower
services such as employment counselling and job placement.

Thisis a practical example of the ability of federalism to adjust
to the claims of its various partners and to the regional needsin the
best interests of Canadians everywhere in Canada. We are also
continuing with our plans to withdraw from a number of other
activities, such as forestry, mining and recreation.

Fourth, the federal government will continue to promote eco-
nomic union. In order to ensure greater protection for individual
and common interests, our government has undertaken to work in
concert with the provinces, in order to reduce obstacles to internal
trade and manpower mobility. We are also proposing to create, in
co-operation with the interested provinces, a Canadian Securities
Commission that will facilitate the circulation of capital.

Fifth, the federal government is in favour of including in the
Canadian Constitution a regional veto and recognition of the
distinct identity of Quebec.

Finally, on the question of conditions of secession, which seem
to be the Reform Party’s main preoccupation, the government has
indicated that it would ensure that the rules regarding the question
and the consequences of secession are clear for everyone, which
was obviously not the case in the referendum last October 30.

I would like to remind the House that the next first ministers
conference is part of that process for the modernization of the
federation. That meeting will be the perfect opportunity to examine
ways to improve the workings of our federation and to bring about
the changes that al Canadians want.

Here is how our government intends to revitalize the Canadian
federation: by proposing some positive answers to the concerns of
Canadians, in an atmosphere of co-operation, dialogue and respect.
This is dso how we should, and we will, implement a more
harmonious federation based on a larger consensus.

Therefore, we ask the Reform Party to join in with the federal
government, in order that we may work constructively towards the
renewal of the federation, as all Canadians want us to do.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Ringuette-Maltais): The hour
provided for the consideration of Private Members Business has
now expired. This item is dropped from the Order Paper.

The House stands adjourned until next Monday at 11 am.

(The House adjourned at 6.51 p.m.).
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Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue  LondonWest ............ Ontario ..............
Beaumier,Colleen ... ... Brampton ............... Ontario ..............
Bélair,Réginald .............. Cochrane— Superior .. ... Ontario ..............
Bélanger,Mauril ........ ... . Ottawa— Vanier......... Ontario ..............
Bédlide Richard ............. LaPrairie................ Quebec ..............
Bellehumeur,Michel ......... ... Berthier— Montcalm . . . .. Quebec ..............
Bellemare, EUgENE . ... ... Carleton— Gloucester .... Ontario ..............
Benoit, LEONE. ... ... Vegreville............... Alberta...............
Bergeron, Stéphane . ... Verchéres ............... Quebec ..............
Bernier,Gilles . ... Beauce.................. Quebec ..............
Bernier,Maurice ........ ... M égantic— Compton —

Stanstead . ............... Quebec ..............
Bernier, YVan .. ... Gaspé.........ooiiiinn. Quebec ..............
Bertrand,Robert ......... .. ... Pontiac — Gatineau—

Labelle.................. Quebec ..............
Bethel,Judy ........ ... EdmontonEast........... Alberta...............
Bevilacqua,Maurizio ............. i YorkNorth .............. Ontario ..............
Bhadurig, Jag ... Markham — Whitchurch—

Stouffville............... Ontario ..............
Blaikie,Bill .. ... ... Winnipeg Transcona.. . . . .. Manitoba.............
Blondin—Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) ~ WesternArctic ........... NorthwestTerritories ..

Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry,
Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister

of Western Economic Diversification .......................... Saskatoon— Dundurn .... Saskatchewan.........
Bonin,Raymond .......... ... NickelBelt .............. Ontario ..............
Boudria, DONn . ... Glengarry — Prescott —
Russell .................. Ontario ..............
Breitkreuz, Cliff . ... Yellowhead.............. Alberta. ..............
Breitkreuz,Garry ....... ..o Yorkton— Méelville ...... Saskatchewan.........
Bridgman,Margaret ..............i i Surrey North............. British Columbia ... ...
Brien, Pierme . ... Témiscamingue .......... Quebec ..............
Brown, Bonnie. ...... ... Oakville— Milton ....... Ontario ..............

Brown, Jan .. ... Calgary Southeast . ....... Alberta...............

Ind. Lib.
NDP
Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Brushett, Dianne . ..........unniiiii e Cumberland — Colchester. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Bryden,John ....... .. .. Hamilton— Wentworth... Ontario .............. Lib.
BYINE, GOITY . . et Humber — St. Barbe —
BaieVerte............... Newfoundland .. ...... Lib.
Caccig,Hon.Charles . . ... e Davenport ............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Calder, MUrray . ... Wellington — Grey —
Dufferin— Simcoe.. . ... .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance . . . .. StPaul’s................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . ..o Scarborough Centre. . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Canuel, RENE ... . . Matapédia— Matane ... .. Quebec .............. BQ
Caron, ANdré .. ... .. Jonquiére................ Quebec .............. BQ
Catterall,Marlene ............ OttawaWest ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional
Development—Quebec) ............... Outremont............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda ..............c. i Guelph— Wellington. . . . . Oontario .............. Lib.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Peacific) ............. Richmond ............... British Columbia .. . ... Lib.
Charest, HON. Jean J. .. ... Sherbrooke .............. Quebec .............. PC
Chatters,David . ...... ..ot Athabasca............... Alberta............... Ref.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ........................ Saint—-Maurice ........... Quebec .............. Lib.
Chrétien, Jean—GUY . .........titit i Frontenac ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Clancy, Mary . ... Halifax.................. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Cohen, ShaUghNESSY . . ...t Windsor — St. Clair ... ... Oontario .............. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of National Defence and Minister
of VeteransAffairs. ... DonValeyEast.......... ontario .............. Lib.
ColliNsS, BEMNIE . ..ot e Souris— Moose Mountain Saskatchewan......... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . e Thunder Bay — Nipigon .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES ... i Dauphin— SwanRiver ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Crawford, REX . ...t Kent.................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Créte, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviére—du—
Loup ... Quebec .............. BQ
Culbert, Harold .......... .. Carleton— Charlotte . . ... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
CUllen, ROY ... EtobicokeNorth.......... Ontario .............. Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e Deta ................... BritishColumbia . ..... Ref.
Daphond—Guira,Madeleine................ ... ... ... L. LavalCentre............. Quebec .............. BQ
Daviault, Michel ......... ... ... .. Ahuntsic ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Debien,Maud . ...... ..t LavaEast............... Quebec .............. BQ
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina— Qu'Appelle .... Saskatchewan......... NDP
deSavoye Pierre ... ..o Portneuf................. Quebec .............. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard ...t Abitibi ... Quebec .............. BQ
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs SimcoeNorth ............ ontario .............. Lib.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ............. ... ... o L. Vancouver South . ........ British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . ........................ CapeBreton — East
Richmond ............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............... Saint—Laurent— Cartierville Quebec .............. Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of
Canada. ... Vaudreuil ............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Dromisky, Stan . ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan . Ontario .............. Lib.

DUb& ANtOINE . ... ..o Lévis ................... Quebec .............. BQ



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie... Quebec .............. BQ
Duhamel, Ronald J. ... St.Boniface ............. Manitoba............. Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau.... Quebec .............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN . ... .. North |sland — Powell River BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Dupuy, Hon. Michel ....... ... ... ... LavalWest .............. Quebec .............. Lib.
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ............... PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade .......... YorkCentre ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
English,John ... .. . Kitchener................ Ontario .............. Lib.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Fewchuk, RON ... .. Selkirk — RedRiver ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Fillion,Gilbert ....... ... Chicoutimi .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Finestone,Hon.Sheila ............ ... i Mount Royal ............ Quebec .............. Lib.
Finlay,John . ... . Oxford.................. Ontario .............. Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdadle— HighPark .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... LondonEast ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —
Burnaby ................ BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Frazer,Jack . . ... Saanich— GulfIslands ... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of
WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre ........ British Columbia ... ... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... . Nepean ................. Oontario .............. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the
Government intheHouseof Commons........................ Saint—Léonard ........... Quebec .............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiang . ....... ..ot Québec ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Gagnon, Patrick . ......... . Bonaventure— Tles-de-la—
Madeleine............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Galaway, ROgEr ... ..o Sarnia— Lambton ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ....................... Roberval ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and
Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. Portage— Interlake. . .. ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Gilmour, Bill . ... Comox — Alberni ........ BritishColumbia . ..... Ref.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
COoOPEration . ... DonValeyWest ......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Godin,MaUriCe . ... Chéteauguay . ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food . . . .. Regina— Wascana.. . ... . .. Saskatchewan......... Lib.
GOUK, JIM o Kootenay West —
Revelstoke .............. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... ... Rosedale ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
and SolicitorGeneralof Canada .............................. WindsorWest . ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... BeaverRiver............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Grubel, Herb . . ..o Capilano— Howe Sound .  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ... ...... Ontario .............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Guimond, Michel ......... ... Beauport —
Montmorency — Orléans.. Quebec .............. BQ
Hanger, Art . ..o CalgaryNortheast ........ Alberta............... Ref.
Hanrahan,Hugh . ........ . ... Edmonton — Strathcona ..  Alberta............... Ref.
Harb,Mac ... .. OttawaCentre............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Harper, BEd. ... SimcoeCentre ........... Ontario .............. Ref.
Harper,Elijah .. ... Churchill ................ Manitoba............. Lib.

Harper,Stephen ... ... CalgaryWest ............ Alberta............... Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harris, DicK ... ..o Prince George — Bulkley
Valley .................. BritishColumbia . ... .. Ref.
Hart, JImM ..o Okanagan —
Similkameen— Merritt ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works

and Government SErVICES . . . ...t v e Winnipeg St. James . ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Hayes, Sharon . ........ ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Hermanson, Elwin ....... .. ... . Kinderdey — Lloydminster ~ Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Hickey,Bonnie ..... ... . ... St.John'sEast ........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod ................ Alberta............... Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — Peace

River ................... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. ... ... Lisgar — Marquette ... ... Manitoba............. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard ........... ..o Renfrew — Nipissing—

Pembroke ............... ontario .............. Lib.
Hubbard,Charles. ..... ... Miramichi ............... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
1aNN0, TONY ... Trinity — Spadina. .. ..... Oontario .............. Lib.
Iftody, David ... Provencher .............. Manitoba............. Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development  Sault Ste. Marie .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury

Board . ... Bruce—Grey ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Jacob,Jean-MarC . ... Charlesbourg ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Jennings, Daphne. ... ... .. Mission— Coquitlam.. . .. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............. Alberta............... Ref.
Jordan, Jim . ... Leeds— Grenville ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt.  Ontario .............. Lib.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Moose Jaw — LakeCentre Saskatchewan. ........ Ref.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ... ... HamiltonWest ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Stormont — Dundas . ... ... Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Edmonton Southeast . . . . .. Alberta............... Lib.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand PrinceAlbert — Churchill

Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... River ................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. ... Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ...ttt e e e e Elgin— Norfolk ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ........ ... York — Simcoe.......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Landry, JEan . ... Lotbiniere ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . ... ..o Bellechasse.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . . ... St.Catharines ............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette. ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne Laurent ....... ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ... Verdun — Saint—Paul . . . .. Quebec .............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain.............oi i Chambly ................ Quebec .............. BQ
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Cape Breton Highlands —

Affairs .. Canso.........ccoent. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Leblanc,NiC ... Longueuil ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Lee, DEreK ..o Scarborough — RougeRiver Ontario .............. Lib.
Lefebvre R§ean ... .. ... Champlain .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux, GastOn . ........coiirii i Richmond — Wolfe ...... Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux,JeanH. ... ... .. Shefford ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Lincoln, Clifford . ...... ... Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis Quebec .............. Lib.
Loney,John ... ... Edmonton North ......... Alberta. .............. Lib.

Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe— Bagot .  Quebec .............. BQ



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAQENCY) . ....ovve i Cadigan ................ PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
Trade ... Dartmouth............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... ... . CapeBreton — The Sydneys NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton Ontario .............. Lib.
Maloney, John . ... ... Erie .................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic
Diversification and Minister responsiblefor the Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec ..., OttawaSouth ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... Calgary Southwest . .. ... .. Alberta............... Ref.
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . Québec—Est.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of the Environment ................. YorkWest............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government
SEIVICES . it Sudbury ...l Oontario .............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca. BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard ........ Quebec .............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. L Hull — Aylmer .......... Quebec .............. Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin. ... ... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
McCleland,lan ... Edmonton Southwest . . ... Alberta. .............. Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington.... Ontario .............. Lib.
MCGUITE,JOB ..ottt e e e Egmont ................. PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
McKinnon, Glen . ... Brandon — Souris........ Manitoba............. Lib.
McLaughlin,Hon. Audrey ... Yukon .................. Yukon .............. NDP
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources ............... Edmonton Northwest ... .. Alberta............... Lib.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Oontario ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand
AN . . .ottt Vancouver Quadra. ... . ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ....... ... . ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve  Quebec .............. BQ
Mercier,Paul . ........ .. Blainville— Deux—
Montagnes .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... Surrey — White Rock —
SouthLangley ........... BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ............... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception .............. Newfoundland .. ...... Lib.
Milliken,Peter . ... Kingstonandthelslands .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Mills,BOb . ..o RedDeer ................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood . Ontario .............. Ind. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration ........... Beaches— Woodbine .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Mitchell, Andy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.. Ontario .............. Lib.
MOITiSON, LEE . ... Swift Current — Maple
Creek — Assiniboia .. .... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Murphy, John .. ... o AnnapolisValey —Hants  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Murray, [an . ... Lanark — Carleton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo ...... ..o Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ
NUNZIata, JONN .. .. York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
O Brien,Pat ... London — Middlesex. .... Ontario .............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
OReilly,John ... .. Victoria— Hdliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. .. ..ot Brome— Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . .. ...... Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ........... ..., Pierrefonds—Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... ... St.John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ....... ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Peric;Janko ... Cambridge .............. ontario .............. Lib
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale.............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S, Minister for International Cooperation and

Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Papineau — Saint—-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth .. ... ... ... HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROger . ... ... Anjou — Riviére—des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta............... Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth— Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. . ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ....... .. .. Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole ............ ... ... .o . Madawaska— Victoria ...  NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) .....................oouet. Beausdour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and

Acting Minister of CanadianHeritage ......................... Saint—Henri — Westmount  Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... .o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre ... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent ... ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
StLaurent,Bernard ........... Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— York —

Sunbury ... New Brunswick ....... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— French

River ................... ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... .. Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.

Sheridan,Georgette . . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Silye, JiM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref.
SIMmMoNs, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . .. Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan......... NDP
Speaker, Ray ... . Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValleyEast ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len . ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oot e VancouverEast .......... British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . . . Ontario .............. Lib.
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ o Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan .............c i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ....... ... i Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton — Middlesex.... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, TONY ... Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Venng Pierrette . ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. ........ NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Walker,David ..........c i Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex — Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta............... Ref.
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of Human Resources Development ..  Acadie— Bathurst ... ... New Brunswick ....... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
VACANCY HamiltonEast............ Oontario ..............

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; NDP-New Democratic
Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the
Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton — Strathcona .............. Ref.
Harper, Stephen . ... CalgaryWest .............coooiiiitt. Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. ..................oon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... . EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . .. ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . . ...........coooviiiiinnn. .. Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . .o o RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ..o Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert......... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland — Powell River .......... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster — Burnaby .......... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich— Gulfldands ............... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox —Alberni .................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West — Revelstoke.......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound ............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George— Bulkley Valey ....... Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan — Similkameen— Merritt ... Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody — Coquitlam ............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George— PeaceRiver .......... Ref.
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Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission— Coquitlam................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt— JuandeFuca............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo— Chilcotin.................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey — White Rock — South Langley  Ref.
RIS, NEISON .o Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo— Cowichan ................ Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby — Kingsway ................ NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, RO .. WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin— SwanRiver ............... Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ..., Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk —RedRiver.................. Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ............ . Portage— Interlake. .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

STV IO . ettt WinnipegSt.James ................... Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKE E. .. ... Lisgar— Marquette .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris.................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage . ... Restigouche— Chaleur ............... Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska— Victoria ............... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton— York — Sunbury .. ...... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of Human Resources Development ................ Acadie—Bathurst ................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy —Royal ...................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIE S, .. it Gander —GrandFalls ................ Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . e Humber — St. Barbe — BaieVerte ... .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans .....................cou.... Bonavista— Trinity — Conception .. . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... i Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEN ... o Burin— St.George’'s . .............. .. Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak .. ... Nunatsiag . ......covvvviiiiin Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . . ...... ...t Cumberland— Colchester ............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax............oooooiiii i Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... ..o i CapeBreton — East Richmond ........ Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands— Canso . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell .......... CapeBreton— The Sydneys .......... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . .. AnnapolisValey —Hants ............ Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ......................... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . . oot e e e e CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Halmy ... SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WEIS, DEMEK . . oo SouthShore ....................ott. Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamMS, P . Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oo Etobicoke— Lakeshore ............... Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... Brampton ............. ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgIiNAld . . ... Cochrane— Superior ................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... ... Ottawa—Vanier..................... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . ... o Carleton— Gloucester ................ Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham — Whitchurch — Stouffville.. Ind. Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, DON . ... Glengarry — Prescott— Russell ... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton ................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth . .............. Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Wellington — Grey — Dufferin—
SIMCOE. ... v Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
CanniS, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph— Wellington................. Lib.
Cohen, SNaUGNNESSY . . ...t Windsor — St.Clair .................. Lib.
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Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans

AffaIrS DonValeyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e e Thunder Bay — Nipigon .............. Lib.
Crawford, REX ...t Kent.......ooii Lib.
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan . ... ... e Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ...........cooiiiiiin... Lib.
English, Jonn .. ..o Kitchener............. .. .. .. Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ..., Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr ... Sarnia— Lambton ............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ................ ... . ..., Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada . ... WindsorWest........................ Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnierni, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ... SimcoeCentre ...................un.. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew — Nipissing— Pembroke . . . .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina.................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ...l Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough — Agincourt . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ....................... Stormont—Dundas . ................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e Elgin—Norfolk ..................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Smcoe...................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DErEK . Scarborough — RougeRiver .......... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton........... Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada

Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury . ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Hastings— Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington ...l Lib.

MCTEagUE, Dan . . ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
MIlIKEN, Pater ... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadview — Greenwood . ............ Ind. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches— Woodbine ................ Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton ................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora— Rainy River ................ Lib.

NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston ................ Lib.
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O BHEN, Pat . ... London —Middlesex ................. Lib.
O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria— Haliburton ................ Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland — St. Catharines— Thorold ... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Peric,Janko ... ... Cambridge ..., Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtersOn, JIM ..o Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Ped ....................... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth— Wellington— Waterloo ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent .. ..o Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . ... Timiskaming— FrenchRiver .......... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand— Norfolk ................ Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce ...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
UI ROSE-MaAI . .. Lambton— Middlesex ................ Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward — Hastings ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex —Windsor .................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.
VA CANCY HamiltonEast . .......................

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada

OpPOUNILIESAGENCY) .. . oottt et et e e e Cadigan ..........cccovviiiiinn, Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

Allmand, HON.WaITEN .. ..o Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ............... Lib.
ASSA, MarK ..o Gatineau— LaLiévre................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis ........... ... Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie.................. o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ......... . Berthier— Montcalm ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ

Bernier,Gilles ... ... Beauce.............o i Ind.
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Bernier,MalriCe .. ..... ... M égantic— Compton — Stanstead . . . . . BQ
BarNier, YVaN . .o Gaspe. ... BQ
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac — Gatineau— Labelle......... Lib.
BriEn, PIETe . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanUEl, RENE ... .. Matapédia— Matane ................. BQ
Caron, ANAIe . .. ... JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. .. ..o e e Sherbrooke ............ ...l PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................ .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . ... ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska— Riviere-du-Loup ...... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... LavalCentre.....................oo... BQ
Daviault, MiChel .. ... Ahuntsic ............... .. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . ... LavalEBast ..............cooiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... .........niiiii Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent— Cartierville........... Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier — Sainte-Marie............... BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . e e e e e e e Argenteuil — Papineau. ............... BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... ... . LavalWest ...l Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi ......................ou.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... e Saint-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure— les-de-la—Madeleine. ..  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUFICe . ... e e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . .. e e e e Laurentides................ ... BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport — Montmorency — Orléans .. BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e Bellechasse.................o.cot BQ
Laurin ReNG . . ..o Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois— Salaberry .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun— Saint—Paul ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ................. ..ol BQ
Leblanc, NIC . ... Longueuil ......... ... ... ...l BQ
LefbVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... BQ
LErOUX, GaSION . . ...ttt e e e e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe .................. BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ... Lachine— Lac-Saint-Louis........... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot ............. BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............ciiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.

Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve............ BQ
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Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville— Deux—Montagnes.... ... ... BQ
NUNEZ, OSvaldo .. ... Bourassa .............coiiiii BQ
Paradis, DEniS. . ... Brome— MissisQuoi ................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMEnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister for International Cooperation and Minister

responsiblefor Francophonie. ............. .. Papineau — Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... o Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... .. .. Anjou — Riviere-des—Prairies . ........ BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and Acting

Minister of CanadianHeritage . ............ o Saint—Henri — Westmount ............ Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . Rimouski — Témiscouata . ............ BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, ViC . oo Mackenzie............... ... ... ... NDP
Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon— Clark’sCrossing ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon— Dundurn ................ Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville .................. Ref.
ColliNS, BEINIE . ..ot e e Souris— MooseMountain ............ Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... e Regina— Qu'Appéelle ................ NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana................... Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... Kinderdey — Lloydminster............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw — LakeCentre ............ Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... i PrinceAlbert — Churchill River ........ Lib.
MOITISON, LBE . . oo Swift Current — MapleCreek —

Assiniboia.............coi Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... ..o Saskatoon— Humboldt ............... Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden .................. NDP
Tay O, LN . o TheBattlefords— Meadow Lake ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... e Yukon ... NDP



LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(Asof June 5th, 1996 — 2nd Session, 35th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: ClaudeBachand
John Finlay
Jack lyerak Anawak Margaret Bridgman John Duncan John Murphy
Robert Bertrand Maurice Dumas Elijah Harper Bernard Patry (11)
Associate Members
John Bryden Paul DeVillers Dick Harris Len Taylor
Marlene Cowling Hedy Fry Audrey McLaughlin
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ABORIGINAL EDUCATION
Chairman: Robert Bertrand
Claude Bachand Raymond Bonin Margaret Bridgman John Murphy 5)
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: LyleVanclief Vice-Chairmen: Jean—Guy Chrétien
GlenMcKinnon
Mark Assad Bernie Collins Jake E. Hoeppner Jerry Pickard
Cliff Breitkreuz Wayne Easter Jean Landry Julian Reed
Murray Calder Elwin Hermanson Réean Lefebvre Rose-Marie Ur (15)
Associate Members
Peter Adams David Chatters Laurent Lavigne John Solomon
Vic Althouse Harold Culbert John Maloney Paul Steckle
Leon E. Benoit John Cummins Denis Paradis Len Taylor
Morris Bodnar Allan Kerpan
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice—Chairmen: Gaston L eroux
Pat O’'Brien
Jim Abbott Guy H. Arseneault Hugh Hanrahan Janko Perié
Jack lyerak Anawak Mauril Bélanger Jean—Paul Marchand Beth Phinney (1)
Associate Members
Robert Bertrand Simon de Jong John English Georgette Sheridan
Jan Brown Pierre de Savoye Rey D. Pagtakhan Monte Solberg
John Bryden Stan Dromisky Louis Plamondon
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CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

Chair: Eleni Bakopanos Vice-Chairmen: Stan Dromisky
Osvaldo Nunez
Mauril Bélanger Harbance Singh Dhaliwal Hugh Hanrahan MariaMinna
Roy Cullen Christiane Gagnon Val Meredith Tom Wappel (11)
Associate Members
Colleen Beaumier Maud Debien Beryl Gaffney Gar Knutson
Jag Bhaduria Paul Forseth Sharon Hayes John Loney
Simon de Jong
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairs: Monique Guay
Jean Payne
Peter Adams Paul Forseth Karen Kraft Sloan Keith Martin
Gérard Asselin Gar Knutson Raymond Lavigne Paul Steckle (11)
Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman John Finlay Pat O’Brien Geoff Regan
David Chatters Maurice Godin John O’ Rellly Darrel Stinson
Rex Crawford Clifford Lincoln Julian Reed Len Taylor
John Cummins Bob Mills
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS FOR SUSTAINABILITY
Chair: Karen Kraft Sloan
John Finlay Monique Guay Jean Payne Len Taylor
Paul Forseth (6)
FINANCE
Chairman:  Jim Peterson Vice—Chairs: Yvan Loubier
Susan Whelan
Richard Bélisle Barry Campbell Ron Fewchuk Roger Pomerleau
Leon E. Benoit Harbance Singh Dhaliwal Herb Grubel Monte Solberg
Dianne Brushett Ronald J. Duhamel Gary Pillitteri Brent St. Denis (15)
Associate Members
Reg Alcock Brenda Chamberlain Jake E. Hoeppner Andy Mitchell
Eleni Bakopanos Paul Créte Dale Johnston Nelson Riis
Sue Barnes Nick Discepola Karen Kraft Sloan Yves Rocheleau
Judy Bethel Jim Gouk René Laurin Jim Silye
Jag Bhaduria Bill Graham Peter Milliken Paul Szabo
Jan Brown Stephen Harper Bob Mills John Williams




FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chairman: JoeMcGuire Vice—Chairmen: Yvan Bernier
Derek Wells
Diane Ablonczy René Canuel Ted McWhinney Mike Scott
Gerry Byrne Harold Culbert Lawrence D. O'Brien Harry Verran (11)
Associate Members
Vic Althouse Ron Fewchuk Jean Payne Paul Steckle
John Cummins Fred Mifflin Roger Simmons Elsie Wayne
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice-Chairmen: Stéphane Bergeron
John English
Sarkis Assadourian Jesse Flis Bob Mills Charlie Penson
Colleen Beaumier David Iftody Lee Morrison Benoit Sauvageau
Michel Dupuy Francis G. LeBlanc Philippe Paré Bob Speller (15)
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Maud Debien Jean H. Leroux Ted McWhinney
Leon E. Benoit Jack Frazer John Loney Val Meredith
Jag Bhaduria Beryl Gaffney Ron MacDonald Rey D. Pagtakhan
Bill Blaikie John Godfrey Gurbax Singh Malhi Janko Peric
David Chatters Herb Grubel Keith Martin Paddy Torsney
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Chairman:  Bill Graham
David Iftody Bob Mills Philippe Paré Paddy Torsney 5)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
Chairman:  John English
Colleen Beaumier Maud Debien John Godfrey 4
SUB-COMMITTEE ON TRADE DISPUTES
Chairman:  Michel Dupuy
Sarkis Assadourian Ron MacDonald Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau 5)
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chair: AlbinaGuarnieri Vice-Chairmen: EugéneBellemare
Gilbert Fillion
John Bryden Bill Gilmour John Harvard Gurbax Singh Malhi
Paul Créte Dick Harris Ovid L. Jackson Dan McTeague (11)
Associate Members
Mauril Bélanger Carolyn Parrish John Solomon Ted White
Ghidlain Lebel Janko Perié Randy White John Williams
lan McClelland George Proud
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HEALTH
Chairman: Roger Simmons Vice-Chairs: Beryl Gaffney
PaulinePicard
Antoine Dubé Grant Hill Andy Scott Paul Szabo
Sharon Hayes John Murphy Georgette Sheridan Joseph Volpe (11)
Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman Keith Martin Pat O’Brien Svend J. Robinson
Jan Brown Audrey McLaughlin John O’ Rellly Roseanne Skoke
Maurice Dumas Réal Ménard Bernard Patry Rose-Marie Ur
Laurent Lavigne
SUB-COMMITTEE ON HIV/AIDS
Chairman:  John O’Reilly
Sharon Hayes Pat O’Brien Svend J. Robinson Rose-Marie Ur
Réal Ménard Bernard Patry Paul Szabo Joseph Volpe 9)
HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Jean Augustine
FrancineLalonde
Warren Allmand Dale Johnston Robert D. Nault Geoff Regan
Christiane Gagnon lan McClelland Pat O’Brien Anna Terrana
Daphne Jennings Larry McCormick George Proud Stéphan Tremblay (15)
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Jan Brown Paul DeVillers Réal Ménard
Chris Axworthy Gerry Byrne Wayne Easter MariaMinna
Leon E. Benoit John Cannis Jim Gouk Svend J. Robinson
Bonnie Brown Marlene Cowling Herb Grubel Andy Scott
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE STATUS OF
PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chair: SheilaFinestone Vice—Chairmen: Maurice Bernier
Andy Scott
Sarkis Assadourian Sue Barnes Russell MacL ellan lan McClelland
Jean Augustine Daphne Jennings John Maloney Réal Ménard (11)
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Sharon Hayes Philippe Paré Roseanne Skoke

Raobert Bertrand

Audrey McLaughlin

Svend J. Robinson

Myron Thompson
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INDUSTRY
Chairman: David Walker Vice—Chairmen: Nic Leblanc
Tony Valeri
Morris Bodnar Ed Harper Philip Mayfield Werner Schmidt
Pierre Brien Tony lanno Réal Ménard Alex Shepherd
Bonnie Brown Walt Lastewka lan Murray Roseanne Skoke (15)
Associate Members
Peter Adams Karen Kraft Sloan John Nunziata Darrel Stinson
Pierre de Savoye Ghidlain Lebel Denis Paradis Paul Szabo
Nick Discepola Peter Milliken Yves Rocheleau Len Taylor
Jay Hill Andy Mitchell John Solomon
JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS
Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairs: Paddy Torsney
PierretteVenne
Diane Ablonczy Paul DeVillers Art Hanger John Maloney
Judy Bethel Nick Discepola Gordon Kirkby Jack Ramsay
Pierre de Savoye Roger Gallaway Francois Langlois Derek Wells (15)
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Jim Gouk Derek Lee Svend J. Robinson
Jag Bhaduria Stephen Harper Val Meredith Bernard St—L aurent
Garry Breitkreuz Sharon Hayes Bob Mills Myron Thompson
Paul Forseth Jay Hill George S. Rideout Randy White
Patrick Gagnon Gar Knutson
SUB-COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL SECURITY
Chairman: Derek Lee Vice-Chairman: George S. Rideout
Nick Discepola Gar Knutson Francois Langlois Val Meredith (6)
LIAISON
Chairman:  Bill Graham Vice—Chair: AlbinaGuarnieri
Reg Alcock Mary Clancy Ghidlain Lebel Roger Simmons
Eleni Bakopanos Shaughnessy Cohen Clifford Lincoln Lyle Vanclief
Maurizio Bevilacqua Sheila Finestone Joe McGuire David Walker
Raymond Bonin Patrick Gagnon Andy Mitchell Paul Zed
Charles Caccia Michel Guimond Jim Peterson (21
Associate Member
Jack Frazer
SUB-COMMITTEE ON BUDGET
Chairman:  Jim Peterson Vice—Chairman: Paul Zed
Sheila Finestone Bill Graham Michel Guimond Andy Mitchell

Jack Frazer
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Chair: Mary Clancy Vice-Chairmen: Robert Bertrand
Jean H. Leroux
George S. Baker Jack Frazer Jean-Marc Jacob John Richardson
John Cannis Jim Hart John O'Reilly Bob Wood (11)
Associate Members
Stéphane Bergeron Jesse Flis Réal Ménard Bob Ringma
Bill Blaikie Gar Knutson Va Meredith Svend J. Robinson
Pierre de Savoye John Maloney Pat O’Brien Elsie Wayne
NATURAL RESOURCES
Chairman:  Andy Mitchell Vice-Chairmen: René Canuel
Peter Thalheimer
Réginald Bélair Monique Guay David Iftody Darrel Stinson
Marlene Cowling Bonnie Hickey Julian Reed Chuck Strahl
Bernard Deshaies Jay Hill Benoit Serré Bob Wood (15)
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Roy Cullen Roger Gallaway Brent St. Denis
Leon E. Benoit John Finlay John Solomon Derek Wells
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS
Chairman: Paul Zed Vice—Chairs: Marlene Catterall
FrancgoisLanglois
Don Boudria Mac Harb Peter Milliken Ray Speaker
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral René Laurin Rey D. Pagtakhan Chuck Strahl
Jack Frazer John Loney Carolyn Parrish (14)

Associate Members

Robert Bertrand Deborah Grey Jim Hart Suzanne Tremblay
Dianne Brushett Michel Guimond Jim Jordan Elsie Wayne
John Cummins Hugh Hanrahan John Solomon Ted White
Ken Epp Stephen Harper Darrel Stinson John Williams
Ron Fewchuk Dick Harris
SUB-COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS OF SUPPLY

Chair: Marlene Catterall
René Laurin Rey D. Pagtakhan John Solomon John Williams
John Loney (6)

SUB-COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
Chair: Carolyn Parrish

Mauril Bélanger

Frangois Langlois Darrel Stinson
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chairman:  Michel Guimond Vice—Chairmen: DenisParadis
Andrew Telegdi
Sue Barnes lvan Grose Charles Hubbard Jim Silye
Pierre Brien Leonard Hopkins Yves Rocheleau John Williams
Rex Crawford (12)
Associate Members
Jim Abbott John Bryden Ed Harper lan McClelland
Jag Bhaduria Mac Harb René Laurin Alex Shepherd
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Reg Alcock Vice-Chairmen: AndréCaron
Joe Comuzzi
Gerry Byrne Jim Gouk Charles Hubbard Stan Keyes
Joe Fontana Ed Harper Jim Jordan Paul Mercier (11)
Associate Members
Vic Althouse Dick Harris John Maloney Bernard Patry
Leon E. Benoit Jake E. Hoeppner Philippe Paré Elsie Wayne
Ivan Grose Ovid L. Jackson
STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT
Joint Chairman: Vice—Chairman:
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Roch Bolduc Peter Adams Paul Mercier
Philippe D. Gigantes Roger Gallaway Pat O'Brien
Maurice Riel Jim Karygiannis Roseanne Skoke
Philip Mayfield (10)
Associate Member
Ted White
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Joint Chairmen: Sen. Jean—L ouis Roux Vice—Chairmen: Jean—Paul Marchand
Patrick Gagnon Benoit Serré
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons
The Honourable Senators
Gerald A. Beaudoin Jean—Claude Rivest Warren Allmand Cliff Breitkreuz
Marie-P. Poulin Louis J. Robichaud Eugéne Bellemare John Godfrey (12)

Gaston Leroux Bob Ringma

Associate Members
Jim Silye
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Joint Chairmen: Sen. P. Derek Lewis Vice—Chairman: Derek Lee
Ghidlain L ebel
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Doris M. Anderson Shirley Maheu Gilbert Fillion Dan McTeague
Michel Cogger Pietro Rizzuto Mac Harb Tom Wappel
Normand Grimard NicholasW. Taylor Gar Knutson Ted White

William M. Kelly (16)

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE

A CODE OF CONDUCT

Joint Chairmen: Sen. Donald H. Oliver Vice—Chairs: Sen. Jean—Robert Gauthier
Peter Milliken SuzanneTremblay
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
W. David Angus Don Boudria John Loney
Peter Bosa Marlene Catterall Rey D. Pagtakhan
Consiglio Di Nino Ken Epp Carolyn Parrish
Mira Spivak Mac Harb Bob Ringma
Peter Stollery Francois Langlois Ray Speaker

René Laurin Paul Zed (21)




The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT

Panels of Chairmen of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. DAvID KILGOUR

The Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole

MR. BoB KILGER

The Assistant Deputy Chairman of Commitees of the Whole

MRS. PIERRETTE RINGUETTE-MALTAIS
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The Right Hon. Jean Chrétien
The Hon. Herb Gray

The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
TheHon. David M. Collenette
The Hon. David Anderson
The Hon. Ralph E. Goodale
The Hon. David Dingwall
The Hon. Ron Irwin

The Hon. Joyce Fairbairn

TheHon. Sergio Marchi
The Hon. John Manley

TheHon. Diane Marleau
TheHon. Paul Martin

The Hon. Douglas Y oung
The Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton
TheHon. Marcel Massé

TheHon. AnneMcLélan
The Hon. Allan Rock
The Hon. Alfonso Gagliano

TheHon. Lucienne Robillard

TheHon. Fred Mifflin
TheHon. Jane Stewart
The Hon. Stéphane Dion

TheHon. Pierre Pettigrew

The Hon. Fernand Robichaud
The Hon. Ethel Blondin-Andrew
TheHon. Lawrence MacAulay
TheHon. Christine Stewart

The Hon. Raymond Chan
TheHon. Jon Gerrard

TheHon. Douglas Peters
The Hon. Martin Cauchon
The Hon. Hedy Fry

THEMINISTRY

According to precedence

Prime Minister

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor
General of Canada

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of Health

Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Devel opment

Leader of the Government in the Senate and Minister with special
responsibility for Literacy

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development — Quebec

Minister of Public Works and Government Services
Minister of Finance

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment
Minister for International Trade

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible for
Infrastructure

Minister of Natural Resources
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Labour and Deputy Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and Acting Minister of
Canadian Heritage

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

Minister of National Revenue

President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible for
Francophonie

Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries and Oceans)
Secretary of State (Training and Y outh)

Secretary of State (Veterans) (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency)
Secretary of State (Latin America and Africa)

Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
Economic Diversification)

Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions)
Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development — Quebec)
Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of Women)
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PARLIAMENTARYSECRETARIES

Rey D. Pagtakhan
Paul Zed

Nick Discepola
FrancisG. LeBlanc
John Richardson
Stan Keyes

Jerry Pickard
Joseph Volpe
Bernard Patry

Guy H. Arseneault
Karen Kraft Sloan
MorrisBodnar

John Harvard
Barry Campbell
Robert D. Nault

Ron MacDonald
Ovid L. Jackson
Marlene Cowling
Gordon Kirkby
George Proud
MariaMinna
Ted McWhinney
SueBarnes

Paul DeVillers

John Godfrey

to Prime Minister

to Leader of the Government in the House of Commons

to Solicitor General of Canada

to Minister of Foreign Affairs

to Minister of National Defence and Minister of Veterans Affairs
to Minister of Transport

to Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

to Minister of Health

to Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development

to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister of the Environment

to Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency and Minister of Western Economic Diversification

to Minister of Public Works and Government Services
to Minister of Finance

to Minister of Human Resources Development

to Minister for International Trade

to President of the Treasury Board

to Minister of Natural Resources

to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada
to Minister of Labour

to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

to Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

to Minister of National Revenue

to President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

to Minister for International Cooperation
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