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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, October 11, 1996

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

MANGANESE-BASED FUEL ADDITIVESACT

The House resumed from October 10, consideration of the
motion that Bill C-29, an act to regulate interprovincial tradein and
the importation for commercial purposes of certain manganese
based substances, be read the third time and passed; and of the
amendment.

Mr. Rex Crawford (Kent, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very
honoured to speak on a bill that | am confident will benefit every
Canadian from coast to coast. | am especially honoured to speak on
the bill as it directly affects my riding of Kent in Ontario. Next
Friday will be the ground breaking day for a world class ethanol
plant in Chatham, Ontario.

Alternative fuels are the wave of the future using corn asthe base
product. Ethanol is an environmentally friendly, cost efficient and
job producing substance. It is my hope and belief that some day
every vehicle in Canada will run on alternative fuels.

Speaking of the ethanol plant in Chatham, | would like to give a
little history of how it came to be. Approximately four years ago |
was approached by Doug MacKenzie of Commercial Alcohols to
try and promote this to the federal government and get its backing.

Over the years we had a very busy time. We met with every
minister and every potential minister at that timeto try and sell this
project for the county of Kent. Every Wednesday morning at
caucus we would present different proposals to al the ministers.
Every Wednesday morning it seemed as if | was approaching them
with a summons. | showed up every Wednesday with an envelope

for every minister which had information and articles on ethanol
and how it would benefit the Canadian population.

® (1005)

There are 21 municipalitiesin Kent, not the riding of Kent but in
the county of Kent, of which | had the fortune of being a past
warden. All 21 municipalities sent in their support not only once
but twice to every member of Parliament.

| remember one cold day in January, in fact | think it was the
coldest day we had that year, the administrator of the city of
Chatham and the administrator of the county arrived here to meet
with the finance department. They were in their raincoats as they
were used to the weather in southwestern Ontario which we refer to
as the banana belt of Canada. We walked to the minister’s office
which is approximately five blocks from here and both gentlemen
were completely frozen. They were not used to the weather in
Ottawa. The administrators met twice in Ottawa with the finance
department and the minister.

Over the year we had thousands of petitions from the riding of
Kent supporting an ethanol plant in Chatham. Really they were not
asking for money; what they were asking for was a tax deferment.
Since alcohoal is not taxed in Canada they wanted to make sure that
it stayed off to give the company a kick off start.

This company is a$153 million project. On next Friday October
18 will be the kick off party to starting to build this project. The
ridings of Kent, Essex—Kent and Lambton—Middlesex, the corn
belt of Canada, will supply this company. It is another way of
people in agriculture being able to utilize their produce. Any
commodity that helps agriculture is to the benefit of all.

There will be approximately 90 to 100 jobs within the company
and a spinoff of approximately 400 jobs. People who work in
agriculture, truckers, labourers and shippers will al be involved
with this plant in Chatham. It is not only a benefit to the
environment, it is a benefit to the economy.

Over those years we tried every way possible to get the ministers
and the members of this party and the other parties to agree to
having this tax deferral. | must mention a chap who worked for me
by the name of Emery Huszka. Emery drove down to his hometown
of Bothwell filled a pickup with a load of corn and drove all the
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way back to Ottawa. One weekend he and his wife wrapped ears of
corn and our proposal with aribbon. | must compliment Emery and
his wife Julie for all the work they did in such a novel way to get
attention. All the offices received an ear of corn with our proposal
wrapped by ribbon.

| must thank the member for Halton—Pedl and the member for
Lambton—Middlesex who co-chaired the ethanol program for the
environment here under the former minister, the hon. member for
Hamilton East. They worked night and day to get this project off
the ground.

® (1010)

I would like to thank all the members of Parliament who
supported this. It was almost unanimous. | believe there was only
one member who fought me on it, the member for Sarnia—Lamb-
ton. | do not blame the member for Sarnia—L ambton one iota. We
are very close friends. But living in the chemical valley of Canada
he has to stand up for the people who support him.

There were debates in Windsor. | debated along with Robert
Wheeler from the city of Chatham who is the head of economic
development against the member for Sarnia—Lambton and Ray
Curran, the chair of the Lambton industrial society. Our debate was
on the pros and cons of ethanol versus MMT. Later Doug MacKen-
zie and | debated in the city of London against the chemical
companies themselves which were there to debate why they felt
MMT should not be banned and why we should not go ahead with
ethanol.

It was a very busy year and a half. My staff worked night and
day. But had it not been for the ministers of our government and the
members not only of the government but of the opposition who
gave their support, we would never have attained our goals.

Let me now address another important issue. As more and more
cars make their way onto our city streets and highways, we face a
major environmental problem. Every year the 14 million cars on
Canada's roads release about four tonnes of pollutants into the air.
Not only do excessive emissions infect the air we breathe but they
also pollute our water systems and environment. Thisis a massive
problem that is only getting worse.

| have personal evidence that ethanol is very beneficial as| have
used ethanol in my car for some 20 years or more. | drove one car
for over 450,000 kilometres without any trouble with its catalytic
converter or motor. Ethanol certainly benefits with a cleaner
running motor. | still use ethanol today after 20 years. | aways pick
a gas station that sells ethanal.

| congratulate both the ministers of environment and agriculture
for taking hold of this problem, for tightening emissions regula-
tions, for improving fuel compositions and for encouraging Cana-
dians to make careful and environmentally sound transportation
choices.

As | mentioned earlier, | come from a rural area It is the corn
capital of Canada. We do not have public transportation. My
community relies almost exclusively on automobilesfor travel. We
do not have bus service or trainsin our area so all individuals must
use their own transportation.

With the economy the way it is, husbands and wives work,
children work. They all have cars and they are all polluting our
environment. | am certain this is the case al over Canada. If we
accept that people are not going to give up their cars, then we have
to accept a cleaner, cheaper and better fuel product. MMT is the
exact opposite.

MMT is the gasoline additive that increases octane. It is not
essential to the operation of a car and many experts, including
automobile manufacturers, say that it causes significant problems
with pollution control components. That iswhy, relating to the car |
have, the catalytic converter is the same as the day | bought the car
new.

® (1015)

Cars today are very sophisticated with onboard diagnostic
systems. These onboard systems are used to help drivers maintain
their car’s pollution control systems. | understand that if one had to
be replaced it would cost approximately $1,000 with labour.
Studies have shown that MMT corrupts these systems.

The decision to ban MM T was made after serious consideration.
Along with many of my colleagues and the Ministers of Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food and the Environment, | have spent over two
years consulting automobile manufacturers, oil companies and
environmental groups. We are certain that banning this nasty
American fuel additive, and it is not a Canadian additive as it is
made in the southern United States, will improve the health and
safety standards for all Canadians.

Banning MMT also makes sense when we are already producing
better alternative fuels such as ethanol. There are several ethanol
plants in Canada. The one in Chatham is not the original as there
are several out west and down east.

When ethanol is made | talk of corn but ethanol can be made out
of anything: wood, straw, beans. It can be made out of any product
that is grown and is renewable.

As | mentioned before, ethanol is a cheaper and cleaner alterna
tive fuel. Banning MMT makes way for corn growers across the
country to contribute to the new exciting industry of aternative
fuels. | am confident that this bill will benefit all Canadians by
improving their health and their environment.

There are questions why Bill C-29 is important. Bill C-29
represents a prudent approach to ensuring that Canadian consumers
and the environment are protected in view of uncertainties regard-
ing the long term effect of MMT on advanced emission control
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technologies such as the onboard diagnostics that are now only
emerging in the motor vehicle fleet on a widespread basis.

Why is it important to have OBD systemsin Canadian vehicles?
OBD systems are designed to monitor the performance of pollution
control systems, in particular the catalyst, and alert the driver to a
malfunction. This could prevent cases of increasing tailpipe emis-
sions, carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons, which impact on local
air quality, as well as carbon dioxide, the principal contributor to
climate change.

Properly functioning OBD systems are in essence an inspection
and maintenance tool in the vehicle. Inspection and maintenance
programs require vehicles to be emissions tested on a periodic
basis. | feel the environment committees and ministries will be
doing more of this to improve our society. Successful implementa-
tion of properly functioning OBD systems will permit al Cana-
dians to benefit from such an emissions reduction strategy.

For example, an assessment of the emissions benefit attributed
to the air care inspection and maintenance program in the Vancouv-
er area, conducted on an annua basis, shows that hydrocarbon
emissions have been reduced by 20 per cent, carbon monoxide
emissions by 24 per cent, nitrogen oxide emissions by 2.7 per cent
and fuel consumption by 5 per cent from the tested fleet.

What are automakers going to do if MMT remains in Canadian
fuels? The automakers have indicated that if MMT remains in
Canadian gasoline they would take action ranging from disconnect-
ing OBD sensors to removal of the OBD system and decreased
warranty provisions for consumers. General Motors of Canada has
already advised the government that it has disabled certain func-
tions of the OBD system on 1996 model years.

® (1020)

As | mentioned, by using ethanol these motors can run almost
indefinitely. In our positions as members of Parliament we travel
many miles in a year. Unfortunately, | must keep a car for along
time because | am not in a position to trade it too often. | put an
immense amount of mileage on a vehicle.

How is this action to eliminate MMT from Canadian fuel
consistent with what is happening in U.S. fuel? The current
Canadian situation is not consistent with the U.S. MMT is per-
mitted up to twice the level in Canada today compared with the
level now alowed in conventional U.S. gasoline. When we test
gasoline for purities we use American gasoline to check mileage
and emissions here in Canada. | think this is wrong. We should be
using our own fuel to test.

However, there remains considerable uncertainty about the
widespread acceptance and the use of MMT inthe U.S. First, there
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already exists a patchwork of fuels, that is, some that use MMT
and some that are MMT-free in the North American market.

MMT is till not allowed in reformulated gasoline in the U.S.
which is required in areas that suffer from extreme air pollution.
Air pollution is starting to build up in the city of Toronto. Second,
the Environmental Protection Agency supported by the Environ-
mental Defence Fund has expressed serious concerns about the lack
of datarelated to the use of MMT in gasoline and consequently has
advocated a cautious approach with respect to the use of this
additive.

Third, many of the larger petroleum companies in the U.S. have
indicated that they do not intend to use MMT. In Canada right now
certain service stations use only an ethanol blend. In Chatham three
different companies use an ethanol blend.

The Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment task
force report on cleaner vehicles and fuels recognized that fuels and
emissions control technology should be treated as an integrated
system to reduce motor vehicle emissions. The ministers have
further agreed to require that cleaner fuels be mandated for use in
all Canadian motor vehicles. The MMT initiativeisfully consistent
with that approach.

I would like to thank all members of Parliament both on the
government and opposition sides who supported the ethanol plant
for the city of Chatham in the county of Kent. Without your help
and the help of the minister it would never have been realized for
our area. Chatham is till in a recession and this company will
certainly benefit the area. For all the people in the riding of Kent
and the county of Kent | wish to thank everyone for the efforts that
helped to implement this project. | also wish to thank the Govern-
ment of Canada for supporting this ethanol plant.

[Translation]

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | con-
gratulate the hon. member for his speech, but | think it reflects, to
some extent, the pressure exercised by lobbies and felt in this
House since the bill was first tabled.

| heard alot about the ethanol plant, which islocated in Ontario.
The hon. member is from that region, and | do not blame him for
his position, however, | would like to go back to some important
facts.

First, we asked the auto lobby and Ethyl corporation to submit
studies.

® (1025)

Ethyl Corporation provided independent studies confirming that
MMT is not harmful to health, and that it is not harmful to
automobiles either. We asked auto dealers to do the same, but were
told: ““No, these are confidentia studies. We cannot release them.
It would be dangerous from a competition point of view" .
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The point is that six provinces out of ten oppose this bill. Once
again, the federal government is getting involved in a field of
provincia jurisdiction. It will even prohibit the interprovincial
trade of manganese. This is another reason why we will vote
against the hill.

In our amendment, we simply asked that the bill be read the third
time six months from now. Again, we cannot be opposed to virtue.
We ask that independent studies be done, so asto check the version
of both sides and see if MMT is indeed dangerous and harmful, as
claimed by some Mps and others, even though no conclusive
studies support such claims.

All we have is a 1994 study from the health department itself,
which concludes there is no evidence that manganese is dangerous
or harmful to health.

There is another important point: manganese was just reintro-
duced into the U.S. market. The government talks about the North
American market, but it wantsto pass abill to prohibit this product
at home.

The result is that this government is now being sued by Ethyl
corporation, to the tune of $201 million, in U.S. dollars, for
presumably violating certain NAFTA provisions. Mr. Speaker, | do
not know if you have $201 million to invest in this bill, but | feel
that, before making a decision like this one, we should do some
thinking.

In conclusion, we know that an ethanol plant was built. We have
nothing against ethanol, but who knows, maybe in five or ten years,
this product will be considered dangerous. After al, it is aso an
additive. We are talking about additives. This may not be the best
solution to eliminate environmental problems caused by green-
house gases generated by automobiles.

Why not invest in alasting technology such as the electric car? |
discussed this option the other day. To replace an additive with
another additive looks a lot like a response to big lobbies.

[English]

Mr. Crawford: Mr. Speaker, | wish to thank the hon. member
for her questions and her statements concerning MMT and the
studies that have been or have not been done over the years.

| have only been in the House of Commons approximately eight
years. The matter of ethanol production was brought up long before
| arrived. The feeling was that we should ook into ethanal.

| believe hon. members have said that six provinces are not in
favour of banning MMT. There are ethanol plants out west, down
east, in Quebec. Those are the only plants | know of at the present
time, that is, in three different provinces.

I would imagine that Vancouver, and British Columbia in
general, would certainly be in support of ethanol over MMT. Asfar
asthe safety of ethanol is concerned, whether it has been tested, all
| know isif someone can drink it, it cannot be that bad. One thing

about ethanal, if your car breaks down, while you are waiting for
help which takes a long time to arrive, you can sit there and drink
ethanol. You might not be in shape to drive the car afterward,
though.

Ethanol has been proven to be very safe. MMT, on the other
hand, has been banned in several states. | believe there are 16 states
in which there is an outright ban. For areas that have large car
populations such as Los Angeles, Chicago, Montreal, Quebec,
Toronto, Vancouver it is to their benefit to be using ethanol instead
of MMT.

® (1030)

There has been what we call evidence, although Ethyl said that it
is not evidence, coming from the United States. The United States
has studied this for the last 50 years. Ethanol is nothing new.
Ethanol has been produced in the United States for over 50 years.
In fact, when Henry Ford first came out with the Tin Lizzy, the
model-T, long before the hon. member was born, it burned ethanol
at that time. | have driven a model-T, but not new.

The evidence over the yearsin the United States has proven that
there are problems with MMT. It is not banning it just for the sake
of banning it. It isavery cheap additive. It is banning it because of
health reasons.

As far as the $201 million lawsuit, living on the border, | am
very familiar with Americans. They sue everyone for anything. Itis
a good bluff.

[Translation]

The Speaker: Dear colleagues, we are now at the next stage of
debate. Speakers will have a maximum of 10 minutes without
questions or comments.

Mr. André Caron (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | have been
listening for afew days now to the famous debate on MMT and Bill
C-29. For the benefit of those who are still wondering what MMT
is after so many days of hearing about it in the House of Commons,
it is methylcyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl.

| am surprised that Liberal members supporting the bill have not
each given the name of the product in full, so dangerous does it
appear to be, so chemical that anyone surveyed would oppose such
a product.

We know that it is a fuel additive, a manganese-based product
used to increase the octane rating in gasoline and improve engine
performance. It has been in use for a number of years.

Before preparing my speech, | reread the speech of the hon.
Minister of the Environment, who called for a ban on this additive
in gasoline. We heard about children with respiratory problems,
and city smog. It was a bit apocalyptic. It brought to mind certain
futuristic films with gloomy cities whose inhabitants are all
dressed in black, a bit like Batman films, where everything is dark
and dirty. Such was the image evoked by the minister.
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However, on giving it further thought and listening to the
speeches, we realize that many of our colleagues across the way
are talking about ethanol. We are wondering whether this is a
debate about MMT or about ethanol. We have questions. A closer
look at the situation reveals that there are two large lobbies, two
large organizations behind each of these products.

First, there is the automobile lobby, which is telling us that
MMT could damage the anti-pollution system. There was talk of
fouled spark plugs. There was also talk of devices to test new
motors. You know that there is a lot of computerization and
electronics, and they are claiming that the presence of MMT in
gasoline could cause this equipment to malfunction.

® (1035)

According to the automobile manufacturers, the product presents
ahazard. But if the product is harmful, we would have liked to see
the Department of Health add it to itslist of hazardous products. If
it had, we would not have had this debate. The Minister of Health
had the authority to do this.

The Department of Health looked into the matter in 1994 and
said there was no obvious hazard, and so the use of MMT asagas
additive was not prohibited.

Then the following question arises: What are the arguments of
those in favour of continuing this practice? Those in favour are
mainly the oil companies. Here again, these are not necessarily
companies that are very reliable from the average citizen’s point of
view, because the oil companies, like the automobile manufactur-
ers, pursue their own particular interests. They have a vested
interest in MMT as an additive. Let me explain: According to the
oil companies, production costs would go up if MMT were ever to
be replaced by ancther product.

Meanwhile, the oil companies have other arguments as well,
because they cannot just tell us it will cost us more and they will
have to sell their products at a higher price. They are al'so warning
us against replacing MMT with a specific product, ethanol, which
we will discuss later on.

Thereis aso the issue of reducing the amount of nitrogen oxide.
It seems that the presence of MM T would reduce the production of
nitrogen oxide in the atmosphere. Thisis a positive factor, and the
oil companies have mentioned this. | already mentioned the cost
factor. The oil companies also quoted a study by the company that
producesMMT. Thereis, after all, acompany that hasan interest in
the production of MMT, Ethyl Corporation. It demonstrated on the
basis of its studies that the product as such was not harmful.

Considering these arguments, we are inclined to believe that the
bill aimed at prohibiting the use of MMT is not entirely on solid
ground.
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Much has been made of the fact that in the United States, the use
of MMT as an additive was banned. However, there has been a
court ruling allowing certain larger oil companiesto resume adding
MMT. So that argument is no longer valid.

There is another argument in favour of maintaining the use of
MMT as a gas additive, and that is NAFTA. As you know, we
signed NAFTA several yearsago. The Liberal Party was opposed to
it. It was supposed to make very significant changes in the treaty,
but it was all much ado about nothing, because there were no major
changes. However, according to the NAFTA treaty, we would not
necessarily have the right to ban the use of MMT.

Earlier, there was a reference to a $200 million lawsuit, and one
hon. member opposite said, in responding to the hon. member for
Laurentides: ** They—the Americans—sue everyone for anything” .
But when you read the American newspapers, you redlize that
people are being sued for enormous amounts of money. So | do not
think it is very reasonable to argue that it does not really matter if
we are sued, that we should not take it serioudly, since it is just a
way for American lawyers to make a living.

Thereis another aspect we should not overlook, and it is that six
provinces in Canada are opposed to this ban. If it were only
Quebec, people could say that the Quebec separatistsare at it again,
objecting to afederal measure because it interferes with provincial
jurisdictions, but here we have not one but six provinces. We could
also mention a letter from the Premier of Saskatchewan who is
opposed to banning MMT.

® (1040)

We can see there are two lobbies in opposition here, the
automotive lobby and the petroleum industry. However, we as
legidlators must reach a decision. We can see that the arguments for
removing MMT from gasoline have no scientific basis. We can see
that the arguments for continuing to introduce the manganese-
based additive to gasoline are readily defended.

There is another aspect which is becoming more and more
obvious, one on which my colleague from the party in power has
spoken at length just now: what would replace MMT, since
gasoline needs to have an additive in order to have the proper
octane level, would be ethanol. We note that there has been major
development in that industry in Ontario.

The other day, | heard our colleague for Lambton—Middlesex
speaking of the imminent opening of a $153 million plant in
Chatham, Ontario, which would provide an outlet for some of the
15 million bushels of corn produced in the Chatham region.

| am well aware that the product is being developed in Ontario,
that they want to replace MMT with ethanol, but | feel this should
be done openly. They ought to say: we have a Canadian product we
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want to develop, and it can be proven that it would replace MMT
advantageously. Then they convince the gasoline companies to
replace the MMT. There is no obligation for them to add MMT,
they could just as easily put in ethanol.

What we are doing now is doing the work of those who aretrying
to develop the ethanol industry in Canada. We are trying to get
MMT taken out through binding legislation, which would leave
only one possible additive, ethanol, which just so happens to
benefit many ridings in Ontario.

Thisiswhy my party will be voting against the bill. Thereis no
proof that this is a dangerous product. It is not appropriate to vote
in favour of such a hill.

[English]

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise briefly in the debate on the MMT legidation. | will
address some of the points raised by some of the opposition
members with regard to this issue.

The first issue is the impact of lobbying. All members must be
well aware of the activity of lobby groups from various sectors of
business and industry. Lobbyists to a great extent provide an
interesting service to members of Parliament in that they bring to
our attention their points of view and their interests with regard to
proposed legislation. We cannot forget there are lobbyists on both
sides of the question and probably on every position in between.

Yesterday | had the opportunity to meet with representatives of
the Canadian automobile dealers association. | had a good chat
with their chairman, Mr. Douglas Leggat. We talked about a lot of
issues. Thelobby is not asingleissue group. It represents Canadian
automobile dealers association and not necessarily the manufactur-
ing sector.

The group has concerns besides banning MMT as an additive in
our fuels. Its representatives had concerns about the propriety of
banks getting into auto leasing. They had concerns about the GST
discrepancy, about whether GST had to be dealt with on their
trade-ins, whereas the small independents who apparently deal
with the vast magjority of used car transactions do not get caught by
the GST situation. They are concerned with a broad spectrum of
issues.

® (1045)

The fact remains that it is not just the Canadian Automobile
Dealers Association. Throughout the debate we have heard that
virtually every automobile manufacturer has come out in support
of the banning of MMT.

MMT is afuel additive which replaced lead in our gasoline. All
members know of the problems we faced when we phased out lead
because of the serious health consequences that could be caused
over along period of time. Asaresult MMT, and | will not even try
to pronounce the full name, is a complex chemica additive and
replaces the additive lead which was necessary for the configura-
tion of the combustion engines.

A number of the Bloc members have said that they are not sure
that it is a dangerous substance. | sense that they are trying to say
that until we know it is dangerous, do not do anything. The first
thing | thought of when | heard that argument was, is it a good
policy to wait until after there is a problem to do something?
Maybe it is more prudent and responsible to deal with issues on a
preventative basis to make sure that we do not get ourselvesinto a
situation such as we had with lead additives or with ureaformalde-
hyde insulation. Again, at the time it came out there was a lot of
interest. It was a new product recommended by jurisdictional
authorities. As everyone knows, serious problems were revealed
later.

On the point of not being sure, the issue is that we are not sure.
There are no definitive studies that show the significance of the
health impacts. There are some indications from some sectors.
There is some disagreement and this is the reason that a strong
central government is necessary because there is a disagreement
among the provinces.

Apparently six of the ten provinces have said they do not think
they want to support the banning of MMT. | am not sure of their
individual reasons. The fact remains that we are not meddling in
provincia jurisdictions. Thisisahealth issue and an environmental
issue. The federal government has to be proactive in terms of the
protection of the health of Canadians and of Canada’s environment.

There was some question about it having been reintroduced in
the United States. Even the materials that were provided to
members refute that as well. There are no major changes in the
position of the U.S. More questions have been raised than answers
given, quite frankly.

This piece of legidation calls for the banning of MMT. If we
need an additive and MMT is going to be banned, it will have to be
replaced by something. Major petroleum industry representatives
arelooking at ethanol as the additive replacement. When | waswith
United Co-operatives of Ontario, our petroleum division actually
had atest sitein the production of ethanol. It could not keep enough
of it in stock for consumers who wanted it because of the
significant increase in the performance level of automobiles. That
was in the Guelph area. As | recall, this was a big breakthrough.

With regard to ethanol, another point that has been made by the
opposition is that it is an Ontario issue. That is not quite right
because there is an ethanol plant in Quebec and one out west. We
now have a new plant in Chatham.
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Our thanks go to the leadership of people such as the member
for Kent who spoke earlier who have been working for some time
to make sure that the facts get on the table. Judging from his
speech the member knows what he is talking about. He has been
a member of this House for eight years. He has done his work
and he has provided leadership within this House to make sure
that members know.

® (1050)

In closing | want to reiterate that the purpose of the hbill is
environmental health and protection. The most efficient way to
ensure environmental health and protection is through pollution
prevention. We have heard enough aready about the impact on
catalytic converters and the need for dealing with emissions into
our environment.

Cars are the single largest polluter of our environment. Thisis
one constructive, positive and necessary step to make sure that
Canada has a cleaner environment.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | appreciate
this opportunity to take part in today’s debate on Bill C-29, an act
to regulate interprovincia trade in and the importation for com-
mercia purposes of certain manganese-based substances.

The purpose of Bill C-29 is to ban manganese-based products,
including MMT, which are suspected by the government and the
automobile industry of damaging antipollution devices in cars,
although in Canada this substance has been added to most types of
unleaded gasolines since 1977. Therefore it follows that MMT is
harmful to the environment and to the health of Quebecers and
Canadians. However, this is not so.

When added in very small quantities, asit isin gasoline, MMT
has been shown not to be harmful either to the environment or to
health. Since the conclusions arrived at by Health Canada were not
the ones the government expected, it had no other choice but to
resort to a special piece of legislation to ban interprovincial tradein
and importation for a commercia purpose of certain manganese-
based substances, including MMT.

After the auditor general, is it now the turn of Health Canada
scientists to be the butt of Liberal wrath? One might wonder.

If the Canadian government wants to legislate in this area, it is
not on environmental grounds nor to protect the health of its
citizens, but as the result of pressure from various lobbies. If MMT
had been proven to be a health hazard, or harmful to the environ-
ment and cars, its use would have been banned a long time ago.

To better understand the whole controversy surrounding the use
or prohibition of MMT, it might help to mention again who the
stakeholders are in this issue.

Government Orders

First thereisthe Ethyl Corporation. Based in the United States, it
manufactures lubricating additives and engine performance en-
hancing fuels. Moreover, it isthe only exporter of MMT to Canada.
MMT is added to gasoline in Sarnia, Ontario.

Second, there is the American Environment Protection Agency.
For yearsiit has been fighting Ethyl in court to maintain the ban on
MMT. On November 30, the EPA regulation was overruled by the
UScourt of appeal inthe District of Columbia. The EPA announced
it did not intend to appeal the ruling.

Third, there are the car manufacturers. They are against any kind
of gasoline additives, including MMT. They are threatening to
increase car prices in Canada and limit the warranty coverage on
these cars if MMT is not banned. Thereis as yet no hard proof that
MMT actually harms automobile pollution control systems.

Last, there are the oil companies. They arein favour of MMT on
technical grounds. Processing MMT is less intensive, therefore oil
refinery smoke stacks release smaller quantities of pollutants into
the atmosphere.
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And finally, ethanol producers are probably opposed to MMT
because they believe ethanol would be an excellent aternative to
MMT. It is interesting to note that ethanol is produced mainly in
the riding of the former Minister of the Environment, the present
Deputy Prime Minister.

Therefore the whole issue of banning MMT is resulting in
considerable costs for the oil industry. These costs could amount to
$7 million in Quebec alone. Furthermore, oil companies could
spread a rumour of massive layoffs, or price increases for the
consumer, if MMT is not accepted.

We must not forget that Canada is facing a suit for $275 million
from Ethyl Corporation, based on the free movement of goods
policy included in NAFTA. Personally, | believe the Minister of the
Environment is taking a big risk, which could have unforeseeable
consequences, on top of al the problems this would cause for the
Canadian affiliate of Ethyl Corporation.

Last February, the international trade minister wrote to the
environment minister to remind him of that fact. But it seems the
environment minister decided to wait and see whether Ethyl or the
American government would initiate legal proceedings against the
federal government for breach of the free trade agreement.

Furthermore, as | mentioned before, banning MMT would
benefit the ethanol industry, which iswell developed in Ontario and
the West, at the expense of the ethanol industry in Quebec which is
barely beginning.

| would like to explain the Bloc Quebecois’ position. TheBlocis
open to the passing of a bill banning the utilisation and the
importation of MMT, provided it is proven that this product poses a
threat to the environment and people’s health. The Bloc Quebe-
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cois even voted in favour of Bill C-29 to alow for a more thorough
study in order that light could be shed on the whole issue.

However, | must admit that debate and discussions brought to
light not the harmful effects of MMT, but the stubbornness and
partisanship of the present Minister of the Environment and of his
predecessor, the Deputy Prime Minister. The Liberal government is
showing no respect for the international trade agreements it signed
and disregards the Canadian Constitution as far as provincial
jurisdictions are concerned.

When it tabled Bill C-29, the federa government declared it
wanted to regulate gasoline distribution essentially for three main
reasons, because MMT was hazardous to the health of Canadians
and Quebecers, because it could damage pollution control devices
and because we should harmonize our policies with the American
ones. Unfortunately those arguments are no longer valid. A recent
American ruling has shown that MMT has no harmful effects on
pollution control systems.

In conclusion, the Bloc Quebecois is opposed to Bill C-29 and
that is why we shall vote againgt it.

The Speaker: | am sorry, but this must come to an end, is that
not so? We will now move on to members statements.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS
[English]

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

Mr. John O’ Reilly (Victoria—Haliburton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Fire Prevention Week began October 6. This Saturday, October 12
is Fire Service Recognition Day. This is our chance to honour
Canada’s 98,000 firefighters, full time and volunteer professionals
aike.

As a former volunteer firefighter with Lindsay Ops, | want to
emphasize how vital this service is to Canadians and ask you to
follow this year’s Fire Prevention Week slogan: “‘Let’s hear it for
fire safety. Test your detectors’. Let us deliver the message on
behalf of firefighters across the country to remind people that a
fully operational smoke detector will save the lives of you and your
neighbour.

® (1100)

This Thanksgiving Day take time to check your detector. If you
need assistance, ask any firefighter. They care about your safety.

* k% *
[Translation]

THE JONQUIERE SENIORS ASSOCIATION

Mr. AndréCaron (Jonquiere, BQ): Mr. Speaker, an association
providing services to senior citizensin my riding, Les ATné(e)s de

Jonquiere, recently received the Armand-Marquiset honourary
award at an international gerontology symposium heldin Montreal.

This award recognizes the excellence of voluntary work perpetu-
ating the values promoted by Armand Marquiset, the French
founder of the movement Les Petits Fréres des pauvres.

We often say no man isaprophet in hisown country and, yet, the
organization Les Ainé(e)s of Jonquiére isthe exception. Itsremark-
able work haslong been recognized by the people in the communi-
ty it serves. Its reputation is now transcending our borders.

| congratulate Les Ainé(e)s de Jonquiere association for this
award, honours all of Quebec. We must encourage al the associa
tions that, like Les Ainé(e)s de Jonquiere, are concerned with
easing and enriching the lives of our elderly people with al the
respect and recognition they deserve.

[English]

CONSERVATIVE PARTY

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
credibility of the leader of the Progressive Conservative Party
becomes more and more questionable as each day passes. Thisis
no more evident than in the case of his failure to demand the
resignation of the Progressive Conservative second in command in
the Senate. This Tory senator refuses to answer a court subpoenain
Saskatchewan based on his parliamentary privilege. Heisusing an
archaic, irrelevant, obsolete section of the Constitution to avoid
appearing in court. This Tory senator’s actions demean the integrity
of Parliament and all politicians.

What does the Progressive Conservative leader say for himself?
Zilch, zippo, notta, not a peep.

Hopefully this friendly reminder will motivate the Tory leader to
stand up for the people of Saskatchewan and demand that the
senator come out from behind his self-serving abuse of parliamen-
tary privilege. Anything short of that demand will exhibit the Tory
leader’s contempt for parliamentarians, the democratic process in
Canada, but most especially concerned Canadian citizens.

GOODS AND SERVICESTAX

Mr. Len Taylor (The Battlefords—M eadow L ake, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | was sorry to hear that the tentative deal to harmonizethe
GST with provincial salestaxesin three Atlantic provinces appears
to be back on track with the so-called Nova Scotia compromise on
book sales.

It is obvious from this deal that harmonization negatively affects
the province's right to make tax policy sympathetic to local
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economies. Under the deal in Nova Scotiabookswill continueto be
taxed by the federal government, which does not seem to under-
stand the growing evidence that the GST harmonization will not
benefit consumers, workers or regional economies.

New Democrats across Canada led by Nova Scotia's Alexa
McDonough say that the current harmonization proposa is the
wrong direction for tax reform since it shifts taxes away from
business and corporations and applies them to the poor, middle
class and working families.

Harmonization including the Nova Scotia compromise remains
unfair and ineffective.

R. W. GANONG

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, on October 2, 1996 hundreds of guests attended a special dinner
honouring Mr. R. W. Ganong's 90th birthday celebration.

Mr. Ganong of the famous Ganong Bros. Limited chocolate
company of St. Stephen, New Brunswick has along history in the
Canadian confectionery industry, beginning with the Ganong firm
in 1927 where he acted as superintendent for 17 years, genera
manager for 11 years, president for 20 years, chairman of the board
for 17 years and since 1994 has acted as chairman emeritus.

In addition to R. W. Ganong's successful career, he served his
community, province and our country to the best of his capacity. He
was honoured as the first Candy Man, a distinction awarded by the
Canadian confectionery industry in June of 1976. In 1982 the
University of New Brunswick, Saint John campus, presented Mr.
Ganong with an honorary Doctor of Laws degreeand in 1989 R. W.
Ganong was presented with the Order of Canada.

Congratulations to Mr. R. W. Ganong, 90 years young on
October 2, 1996.

[Translation]

LINGUISTICDUALITY

Mr. Jesse Flis (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Canadians share the same values. They are peaceful, generous and
united. We are also proud of our cultural diversity and we promote
bilingualism from coast to coast.

Thus, the Toronto school board is proposing mandatory French
courses to al students, these courses being required by the
Department of Education and Training.

S0.31
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Together, public and catholic boards in Toronto have 14 French
schoals. In fact, French isthriving in Toronto. Many studentsin my
riding even have the opportunity to learn three languages simulta-
neously.

Obviously, our linguistic duality is dynamic and constitutes an
unquestionable asset for Canadians in the global economy.

[English]

MENTAL ILLNESS AWARENESSWEEK

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, next week is
Mental Iliness Awareness Week. One out of five Canadians is
affected by mental illness at sometime in their lives. It istime to
destigmatize mental illness.

| salute the Canadian Psychiatric Association, its partners and
the volunteers in this year's campaign of teamwork in service
delivery. | support medical research and urge every Canadian to do
0.

Last week in my riding afunctional magnetic resonance imaging
research facility opened. It isthe first of its kind outside the United
States. This facility will map brain activity at the cellular level and
will contribute to the vital medical research being carried out at the
institute. We will gain a greater understanding of Alzheimer’s,
schizophrenia, vision and other brain related disorders and issues.

To those who continue to work tirelessly on the institute's
discovery fund campaign, | offer my thanks and congratulations. |
am confident that staff, researchers and the benefactors of this
institute will add to their list of accomplishments. Their research
will benefit the world and all Canadians. Bravo.

[Translation]

1996 NOBEL ECONOMY PRIZE

Mrs. Monique Guay (L aurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Bloc
Quebecois would like to commend Canadian economist William
Vickrey who, along with James Mirrlees, from Great Britain,
received the 1996 Nobel Economy Prize.

William Vickrey, born in 1914, is a key figure in contemporary
economics. In thelast 45 years, he has published several books and
some 140 scientific articles in many renowned journals.

The Nobel Prize was awarded to these two researchers for their
contribution to the economic theory of incentives under asymmet-
ric information. Professor Vickrey carried out significant studies
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on the taxation level taxpayers can bear to finance government
expenditures without these taxes having a negative impact on
employment and tax revenues.

The Bloc Quebecois would like to congratulate Professor Vick-
rey for receiving this award. Such an honour reflects on all
Quebecers and all Canadians; so, it isin their names that we want
to pay tribute to Professor Vickrey today.

[English]

REFORM PARTY

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, since coming to this House three years ago, | have seen some
notable changes. Liberals have taken shaky, tentative steps in
trying to implement Reform policies.

The biggest contrast between a Reformer and a Liberal is their
vision for the future of Canada. It is appropriate during family
week to point out that Reform is the family friendly party because
of its concern for children. Reform’s fiscal policies are designed to
lessen the debt and tax burden on our young people and to give
them better jobs and more opportunities.

The Liberal-Tory policies have instead forced our children to pay
for government excesses that occurred before they were even born.
Overtaxation forces both parents to work outside the home. A weak
Young Offenders Act and targeting law-abiding citizens rather than
criminas are the Liberal’s legacy.

However, the area where the most contrast exists is the Liberal
vision for the future, which redefines families. Social engineering
does not work. Liberals obviously are not learning their lessons by
attending Reform school, so implementation of the Reform vision
will have to be left to a Reform government.

WOMEN'SHISTORY MONTH

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Dauphin—Swan River, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, October is Women's History Month. As the member of
Parliament for Dauphin—Swan River, | would like to take a
moment to speak in appreciation of al of the women of Dauphin—
Swan River who make our constituency a wonderful place to live
in.

Women's History Month was created by the Government of
Canada to encourage the awareness of women's contributions to
Canadian society. This year's theme is women and the arts. In
Dauphin—Swan River we have many women who have made
valuable contributions to our arts community through the years.

Right now a group called Friends of the Dauphin Allied Arts
Council has the work of 17 local women artists displayed in the
Dauphin shopping mall. The works, stained glass, ceramics, water
colours and wood carvings, are featured to celebrate this year's
Women's History Month.
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| applaud the Government of Canada for supporting a valuable
and worthwhile initiative like Women's History Month.

THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT

Mr. Murray Calder (Wellington—Grey—Dufferin—Simcoe,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this past summer as | travelled through my
riding of Wellington—Grey—Dufferin—Simcoe | had the opportu-
nity to meet with 26 town councils and hundreds of constituents.

The question that was most frequently asked of me was: *“ What
has the Liberal government done for me?’ This was my answer:
“If | had told you back in the summer of 1993 that in three years
our government would achieve the following you probably would
not have believed me”. The deficit is down from $42.5 billion in
1993 to $17 hillion by the end of 1997, a 60 per cent decrease.

Exports are up by over 30 per cent. The primerateisdown to 5.5
per cent. Mortgage rates are down by 4 per cent. On a $100,000
mortgage that gives homeowners an extra $3,000 a year in their
pockets, and that is without a tax cut.

This is how far we have come and | strongly believe that we
should continue moving in this direction.

[Translation]

DEPUTY PREMIER OF QUEBEC

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in an open letter published earlier thisweek inthe daily Le
Devoir, Bernard Landry reacts to an article written by Claude
Picher about the likelihood of an independent Quebec entering
NAFTA.

True to the PQ theory, Bernard Landry let himself be persuaded
that an independent Quebec would have no trouble being accepted
within NAFTA. The consensus among international experts is that
an independent Quebec would not automatically be part of NAFTA.
The United States would certainly not miss such an opportunity.

Instead of losing his time in futile and hypothetical discussions,
Mr. Landry should focus on abolishing barriers to interprovincia
trade. After all, are the other Canadian provinces not among the
major trade partners of Quebec?
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GUATEMALA

Mr. Stéphane Bergeron (Vercheres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we
have learned recently that a peace agreement could soon put an end
to the horrible civil war that has been tearing Guatemala apart for
35 years.

It seems that the peace process officially undertaken in 1991 will
soon come to a successful conclusion. The Bloc Quebecois salutes
the tenacity and the dedication of the Guatemalan people, of
Rigoberta Menchu, Nobel Peace Prize recipient and strong defend-
er of the rights of the native majority, as well as the efforts of al
supporters of democracy and the good work of United Nations
mediators. These mediators helped find a lasting solution to a
brutal armed conflict that has claimed more than 100,000 lives and
forced one million Guatemalans into exile.

With the conclusion of this agreement for peace, security and
justice between guerillas and the government, we can now hope for
lasting peace and a true democracy in that country.

[English]

THE FAMILY

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | have spent a lot of time in the bush and, with this being
National Family Week, | have to say that animalsin the forest treat
their young better than we do.

Families are the building blocks of society. But what has this
Liberal government done to protect them? Regarding finances,
since the Liberals came to power the average annual family income
has dropped by about $3,000. The old line parties structured
income tax so that families in which one parent stays at home to
care for children pay many thousands of dollars more in taxes than
families that pay someone else to look after their youngsters.

Regarding safety, the Liberals still put the rights of criminals
ahead of society’s right for safety. After all, it is the children who
are the main victims of young offenders. And kids themselves want
the Young Offenders Act made a lot tougher. In many cities today
kids dare not wear a favourite T-shirt or sports cap to school for
fear they will be mugged or it will be stolen.

It is past time the Liberals acted to support kids and the
traditional family.

THE FAMILY

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
week Canada is celebrating National Family Week to renew our
commitment to strong, healthy and happy families.

Oral Questions

The family is the basic unit of humanity, without which society
as we know it would cease to exist. Family means children, the
guardians of our future. Family means unselfishly putting the
interests of our children ahead of our own, and family means
providing care, support and love to each other for life.

Strong families are less likely to depend on social assistance,
less likely to have children living in poverty, less likely to become
chronic users of health care and less likely to run afoul of the laws
of Canada
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In brief, strong families mean a strong country. If the family is
strong, the deficit would be gone and children would have the first
cal on the resources of the nation.

In this National Family Week my prayer is that all families find
the fortitude they need to stay strong, healthy and happy.

* k% *
[Translation]

THE LEADER OF THE BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the leader
of the Bloc Quebecois does not want hear about a ten-year
moratorium on sovereignty and he does not intend to give the Parti
Quebecois full responsibility for the sovereignist project.

On this subject he said, and | quote: *“ The Parti Quebecois does
not own sovereignty. The sovereignist project is a shared responsi-
bility and that is exactly why there are partners [. . .]Should there
be a ten-year moratorium on sovereignty, it would make a notable
difference: | would no longer be a partner in that project”.

It becomes increasingly clear that the leader of the Bloc Quebe-
cois belongs to the more radical wing of the separatist movement.
For him, the separation of Quebec is the only thing that counts.

Lucien Bouchard really should stay away from this undesirable
ally, who could hamper his efforts towards the reunification of
Quebec.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

BROADCASTING

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Canadian Heritage.

Last March, the Minister of Canadian Heritage asked the CRTC
to review the licences of Power Music Choice and DM X, because
these audio programming businesses were not complying with the
Canadian and French language content rules in broadcasting. Last
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August, the CRTC maintained its decision and renewed Power’s
and DM X's licences even though these businesses had not changed
their programming one bit.

Does the minister recognize that the conditions that prompted
her to return DMX's licence to the CRTC still prevail and that
DMX dtill has a major problem in terms of the Canadian and
French language content requirements?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, both licensees the hon.
member is referring to have agreed to comply with Canadian
content requirements. They are also committed to increasing
Canadian content by 25 per cent.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, that may have been the case for Power, which, in any case,
decided to put itslicence on ice. But such is not the case for DM X,
which was authorized by the CRTC to carry 17 U.S. channels out of
a 110-channel pooal.

How can the minister claim there is no problem, since otherwise,
the U.S. Trade Secretary would stop writing to his Canadian
counterpart, the Minister for International Trade. Thereisindeed a
problem.

On September 27, in this House, the Minister of Canadian
Heritage made a commitment to protect Canadian broadcasting
interests. Can the minister confirm today that she is staying on
course and that protecting the cultural interests of Canada and
Quebec remains her priority?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Yes, Mr. Speaker.

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the U.S. government is exerting enormous pressure on the
Canadian government to make concessions in the DMX matter.
The Americans’ god is clear: getting rid of the cultural exemption
clause in NAFTA.

Will the Minister of Canadian Heritage admit today in this
House that, if her government makes concessions in the DMX
matter, it will be easy for the U.S. to circumvent the cultura
exemption clause in NAFTA?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to stress the fact
that, after we decided to return the licence applications filed by
Power, DM X, Galaxy and Allegro, both Power and DM X agreed to
increase Canadian content by 25 per cent and made a commitment
to comply with the French language content requirements set out in
the existing legidation.
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That iswhy we have protected Canadian culture and will protect
Canadian culture. One thing is clear: a 25 per cent increase in
Canadian content cannot be called a loss.

Mr. Gaston L eroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker, to
our knowledge, only Allegro, Galaxie and Power Music Choice
have written to the CRTC to refuse to use the license clause
allowing for assembly. DM X never wrote to the CRTC to say that it
would not use this clause.

In this context, Allegro and Galaxie are Canadian audio services
companies whose programming will be done entirely in Canada.
The content of their broadcast will be 30 per cent Canadian and 25
per cent French, in accordance with the rules on Canadian content
in the broadcasting sector.

Does the minister recognize that Galaxie and Allegro will be the
victims of unfair competition by DMX Music, and that DMX will
import unauthorized American channels and, more importantly,
will be subject to licensing requirements clearly less rigorous as
regards Canadian and French content?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, instead of relying on the
Globe and Mail, the hon. member should have waited for my
department’s press release to get the facts. These facts are as
follows. DMX and Power Corporation have both agreed to the
same conditions.

Mr. Gaston Leroux (Richmond—Wolfe, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the minister will have to make a decision in the case of DMX and
as regards the licenses obtained from the CRTC. Does the minister
recognize that, if she is prepared to protect Canadian content and
the interests of the Canadian and Quebec cultures, she has the
power, under the CRTC act, to cancel DMX’s license?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Power Corporation and
DMX agreed to increase their Canadian content by 25 per cent,
following cabinet interventions and decisions—

Mrs. Tremblay (Rimouski—Témiscouata): That is not true.

Mrs. Copps: The hon. member says it is not true in the case of
DMX. | have a written commitment from DMX. This is why |
suggest to the hon. member that he should wait for the cabinet
decision, instead of getting his information from the Globe and
Mail. He will see, in writing, that the commitment made by DM X
is the same as that made by Power Corporation.
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[English]

PIPELINES

Mr. Jim Abbott (K ootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on July 27
the Minister of Natural Resources wrote the following regarding
the route of the Sable Island gas pipeline: ““ The Government of
Canada has no intention of interfering with the regulatory process
in favour of one project over another and ultimately market forces
will decide which project will succeed”.

We note that earlier, on June 7, after a meeting with the premier
of Quebec, the Prime Minister had stated: ““We will work toward
supporting the Quebec proposal”. Interestingly, yesterday the
Prime Minister said he wanted to see the gas pipeline go through
Quebec.

My question is for the Minister of Natural Resources. Is it she
who speaks for the government when saying that the free market
will dictate the route of the pipeling, or isit the Prime Minister who
says the pipeline must go to Quebec?

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the project will require
the approval of the National Energy Board on matters of need,
financia integrity, of routing and environment and other public
interest considerations.

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, that was
well read.
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The Prime Minister's comments on this issue, both on June 7 and
on October 10 have basically compromised the object—

Mr. Volpe: Come on, Jim. Let's see if you can come up with
something.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Abbott: The parliamentary secretary and | are going to have
a reading contest today.

Obviously, the Prime Minister has learned nothing from the
national energy program. | do not have to read about that. The
Liberals will remember. That was the program which caused tens
of thousands of Albertans to go into personal bankruptcy over the
ill-thought out Liberal national energy program. They are doing it

again.

Why is the Prime Minister trying to influence the National
Energy Board by exerting political pressure to re-route this pipeline
through Quebec?

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, additionally more of
the projects will need the approval of the marketplace.

Oral Questions

For projects to proceed, they will also need the support of the
customers to guarantee the economic feasibility of the pipeline
project. Every project will receive the same regulatory treatment
from the federal regulatory agencies. The principles of fairness,
equity and efficiency will be applied to all proposals.

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this
reading contest is becoming fun. On one hand, | have aquestion, on
the other hand, she has an answer to a question that | have not
asked. We will have to get on to the same page.

The author of the report on the Sable pipeline route stated that
the building of the Sable gas pipeline to the U.S. through Nova
Scotia and southern New Brunswick makes the most sense. This
proposal is 100 per cent private sector funded. Gaz Metropolitan,
on the other hand, is proposing that customers of TransCanada
PipeLines subsidize the cost of the Prime Minister’'s Sable Island-
Quebec diversion by a 3 per cent increase in price. Thisisa 3 per
cent tax increase on heating the homes of Canadian families, any
way you dlice it.

Will the Minister of Natural Resources unequivocally renounce
this 3 per cent tax increase on heating Canadian homes?

Mrs. Marlene Cowling (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as | stated before, al
the projects are going to require the approval of the National
Energy Board.

[Translation]

JOB CREATION

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, on Wednesday, the Minister of Finance confirmed that he would
stick with the policy he began three years ago. While admitting that
he found the job situation worrisome, he went on in the same breath
to tell us that no additional measure would be necessary to
stimulate job creation.

This morning, the wonderful results of the minister’'s policy
were announced. Statistics Canada confirmed that not only is the
job situation worrisome, as the minister said, but that it is a
veritable disaster, with the unemployment rate on the increase. And
we have him to thank for it.

| put the following question to him: Will the minister cometo his
senses and admit that his government is on the wrong track with its
job creation policy?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is no doubt that the figures we saw this morning are very
disappointing. However, sight must not be lost of the fact that the
monthly figures are very volatile. We saw thislast June and we saw
it again this morning. But we also saw that we created 82,000 jobs
in Canada last month, twice the number of jobs that unfortunately
disappeared today.
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This indicates very clearly, and | am certain that the member
across the way will agree with me, that this is a very complex
problem. We can see this in the discussions at the Quebec summit.
It is a problem that will only be solved by expanding our export
markets, and providing better manpower training. There is no
magic formula. We are working very hard on this. Furthermore, the
trend this year is positive; to date, 55,000 new jobs have been
created in the private sector.

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, | agree with the minister that the situation is complex, but
something must be done. We are 870,000 jobs short of what we had
before the recession, and the minister sits back and does nothing
but spout lofty speeches about job creation.
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| formally ask the minister, on behalf of unemployed workersin
Canada, whether he is immediately going to implement a real
measure to stimulate employment, in the form of a substantial
reduction in employers’ and employees’ rates of contribution to the
unemployment insurance fund. Not the measly 5 cents he told us
about yesterday, but a substantial reduction, like the Bloc Quebe-
cois has been asking him for since we first came to this House, and
like the Canadian Chamber of Commerce asked him for last week,
a full 60 cents less.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have aready indicated that it is certainly a priority for the
government to reduce unemployment insurance premiums. Fur-
thermore, we have suited action to word in the past. | must point
out that, last year, the decrease in unemployment insurance con-
tributions was, with one exception, the largest decrease since the
creation of the unemployment insurance program: $1.8 million.

Second, | told the member that unemployment insurance is not
the only drain on payrolls. There are also provincia deductions for
health benefits and the CSST. With your permission, | would like to
tell you, just to show that there is no magic solution, what the
president of the Association des manufacturiers exportateurs du
Queébec had to say this morning. A survey of its members concern-
ing the decrease in payroll taxes revealed that only 4 per cent of
them replied that this measure will lead directly to the creation of
jobs.

At the same time, Mr. Ponton said that lowering payroll taxes
does not necessarily result in the creation of jobs. Thisissimply to

say that there is no magic solution. Yes, premiums must be
lowered, but there is no magic formula.

[English]

PIPELINES

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | would like to
direct my question to the Deputy Prime Minister.

Here we go again. The last time the Liberal government told
Canadians that oil and gas should be to their benefit the natural
resources of the west were pillaged and plundered. Now the Prime
Minister is trying to sell this same story to the people of Nova
Scotia.

My question for the Deputy Prime Minister is very succinct.
Why is the government caving in to the demands of a separatist
government in Quebec instead of defending the rights of loyal
people and a loyal government in Nova Scotia?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the alegations made by
the hon. member are a disgrace.

The Prime Minister has stated clearly throughout this process
that he intends to respect the commercial viability of any agree-
ment that might be signed. Frankly, | think the intention of the
Reform Party to try to create another incident to cut Quebec away
from Canada is disgraceful.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk 1dand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | think that if this
Deputy Prime Minister and this government were to pay attention
they would realize that the people at the extreme ends of this
country are dissatisfied with the way Ottawa is mismanaging our
affairs. That is the message.

There is a very basic principle at stake here and that is the
independence of the National Energy Board. Twice the Prime
Minister has publicly made statements using his position as Prime
Minister to pressure this board. | would think his own invisible
guidelines would have rules against that.

Why is the government meddling in the affairs of the indepen-
dent National Energy Board?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if the member will go
back to the response of the Prime Minister to a question of a
student at an open meeting in Nova Scotia, he said that what isin
the best interest of Canadais obviously to have linkages in Canada
when it is commercially viable. That is exactly the position that he
took in the House of Commons and exactly the position that he
took in response to questions from the Reform Party.

Frankly the attempt of the extremists which the member speaks
about, the extremistsin the Reform Party who want to create afight
with Quebec on every single issue, do not care about building a
nation. What they care about is building obstacles to try and tear
this country apart. That is not what this Prime Minister and this
Liberal government is al about.
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[Translation]

JOB CREATION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is directed to the Minister of Human
Resources Development.

Youth unemployment has reached unacceptable levels. The
statistics confirmed once again this morning that young people are
among those most severely affected by job losses. Their officia
unemployment rate has increased again and isnow at 16.6 per cent.
More than 400,000 young people are out of work, and we know that
out there the situation is actually even worse. However, we know
that the Department of Human Resources Development still has
$45 million left of the $105 million announced this spring to help
develop jobs for youth.

| would appreciate a clear answer to the following question: Can
the minister guarantee that the as yet unused amount of $45 million
will be spent by the end of the year, in a serious effort to help young
people return to the labour market?

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources Devel-
opment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to confirm to the hon.
member that | will give him a clear reply. The amounts announced
in the last budget for youth employment totalled $315 million, to
be spent in the next few years.

The unemployment situation among young people is unaccept-
able, and we are keenly aware of this. This fall we intend to
announce a youth initiative. But we are trying to be a responsible
government; just because the money is there does not mean we are
going to waste it. We will have ayouth initiative, to be announced
this fall.

| intend to discuss this in cabinet during the next few weeks. |
can inform you that this initiative will be used to create durable
jobsfor young people. We want to give them the kind of experience
that will help them become better integrated in the labour market.
Young people need experience, and we need their enthusiasm, and
we intend to do something about this in the weeks to come.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, when will the minister have some concrete announce-
ments for young people, and when will young people be able to
report to their local employment centres to get the practical help
they need to re-enter the labour market? That is my question.

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources Devel-
opment, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last summer we doubled the amount
of money available for youth employment, and we were delighted
with the results.

Oral Questions

I will go to cabinet with a comprehensive youth initiative, which
will include funding not only from the Department of Human
Resources Development, but more, because | know that the
Minister responsible for CIDA and the Minister of Foreign Affairs
areready to do their share. Young people will have a better hope of
entering our labour market in a variety of areas. The Minister of
Industry, who is a great fan of our young people, will urge them to
join the technology sector.

[English]

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the unem-
ployment news is out today and it is bad: 86,000 full time jobs
disappeared last month. Let there be no doubt the Liberal policy of
jobs, jobs, jobs is in the tank.

My question is for the Minister of Finance. How can this
minister say on Wednesday that the future of Canadaisfine, but on
Friday it is clear that the future of working families is on the line?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
the hon. member had been there, he would have noticed a very
heavy emphasis being placed on the absolute necessity of focusing
on job creation and on the re-establishment of a whole series of
programs which the government has brought in on trade and youth
employment, as the minister of human resources has just set out.

The basic difference that occurred at that meeting on Wednesday
was that we said the deficit reduction was not as the Reform Party
would postulate as an end in itself but it was simply a means to
greater job creation and that the reduction in interest rates has led
to more investment and will lead to more job creation.

The hon. member knows there is alag time. A year ago interest
rates were at 8.5 per cent and are now at 3.5 per cent. Thereis not
an economist across the country who does not say that isthe single
most important foundation for future jobs.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, rosy
predictions and forecasts do not put a turkey on the table this
weekend and that is what Canadians want. Canadians have mort-
gages to pay. They have rent to pay. They have car loans to pay.
They have student loans to pay. They have families to feed.

® (1140)

On Wednesday the Minister of Finance said that if you are
sinking below a mountain of debt you will feel better because the
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rates are lower. When peoplelose their jobs they are devastated and
this government does not seem to care.

Will the Minister of Finance give Canadians the tax cut they
need now so they can save their jobs now and create more jobs
now? That requires no bureaucracy, no administration, and that can
be in place this weekend.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
had the hon. member been there and had he listened, he would
know what was said. When somebody buys anew car today it costs
$500 lessininterest. That puts money in his pocket. When he hasto
renew his mortgage it puts $3,000 more in his pocket. That helps
the economy.

We keep going back to this new found interest of the Reform
Party in job creation. On September 18, 1993 in Penticton, British
Columbia the Reform Party leader said that it would take up to
three years before any job creation would occur under his party’s
economic plan. He went on to say that his zero in three plan would
actually cost more jobs in the interim.

If his plan had been followed there would be negative job
creation in Canada. Under the Liberals there have been over
600,000 new jobs created. We are ahead of them by a lot.

[Translation]

RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—Matane, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Transport.

Since CN has announced it plans to sell or abandon the line
between Chandler and Gaspé, no buyer has been found, and this
line may disappear altogether. On October 4, the minister told this
House that his department was |ooking into the matter and that the
government had not made a decision yet.

Canthe minister tell ustoday whether this decision has now been
made and what the government’s involvement, if any, will be?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | can assure the hon. member that when we have
information to report | will give it to him.

Many of the decisions that are involved in transport issues are
complex because we are not dealing with a single mode of
transportation but with the impact of one mode against another.
When | have the information | will provide it to him.

[Translation]

Mr. RenéCanud (M atapédia—M atane, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we
always get partial answers. We are told that no decision has been

made, and that it will come eventually. In the meantime, peoplein
the Gaspé peninsula are till waiting.

Last summer, when she visited the eastern part of Quebec, the
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration suggested on behalf of her
government that a transition fund be provided, the same way it has
been for ports and wharfs, in order to maintain the Chandler-Gaspé
line.

When is the minister going to follow up on his colleague's
suggestion?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member should correct the impression given in
the House that somehow or another these transportation links have
been abandoned. They have not.

Naturally we are working to create the type of future system
which is competitive, which allows the people of the area a better
chance to improve their economy. With the assistance of my friend
the hon. minister of immigration and othersin this government, we
will make sure we have a transportation system that is viable for
people in the future, which is not a drain on the economy, which
allows them to take advantage of every opportunity they may have
for job creation and economic development.

ROAD SAFETY

Mr. Julian Reed (Halton—Pesl, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have a
question for the Minister of Transport.

Canada ranks fifth among developed countries in road safety.
There are some rather troubling statistics. In 1995, 3,300 people
died. Another 250,000 suffered injuries. Forty-five per cent of
those who died were driving while drunk.

How will the minister’s recently announced road safety strategy
achieve the goal of making Canada’s roads the safest in the world?

® (1145)

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | congratulate the hon. member for his interest in this
extremely important subject. | note the task he has set for us, of
being the best in the world in this regard.

| am pleased to report that | met with my provincial colleaguesin
Charlottetown over the last three days and we now have a new
program, Road Safety Vision 2001, which we will implement. The
key to the success of the initiative is that we will crack down on
impaired driving and high risk drivers. We will work to increase
seatbelt use which is now just above 90 per cent. We wish to
increase that to over 95 per cent by the year 2001.
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| should add that thisis an extremely serious matter. If we think
back 30 years and use the figures the hon. member has given us,
we will realize that the deaths on Canadian roads in the past 30
years are equivalent to the whole population of one of our
provinces, the province | was in yesterday, Prince Edward Island.
We have to do something about that type of number.

GOODS AND SERVICESTAX

Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, this is Family Week and this government is still taxing
reading, learning and the future of Canadians, in spite of the Prime
Minister’s promise to remove the GST on books and in spite of the
government’s own statistics which state literacy is important.
Saociety rewards individuals who are proficient and penalize those
who are not in terms of employment opportunities and job success.

Given this government’s own findings and the promise by the
Prime Minister, how can the Minister of Finance continue to
rationalize the GST on reading materials?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member will have noticed that in the discussions we are
having with Atlantic Canada, the government has made it very
clear that there need not be any increase in the tax on books.

What remains to be determined is what is the best way to
promote literacy, what is the best way to promote greater educa
tion. If the hon. member will look at what we did in the last budget,
the increase in the education credits, the increase in the credits
available to allow single mothersto go back to school and take care
of their children at the same time, she will notice that this
government puts great store in increased education and literacy.
What the government is realy seeking is the best method to
accomplish it with very scarce financia resources.

Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | must remind the minister that the GST is still going to be
on the books. The provinces may bite the bullet themselves and
take the 8 per cent rebate, but the GST will till be on books and
this government promised to remove it. If mothers have to buy a
science or medical book which may cost $100 and they are paying
an additional 15 per cent, that is just too much money.

| say again the statistics find that an unemployed person is three
times more likely to be at the lowest reading level than someone
who is employed. | again ask the Minister of Finance to please
address this question: When will the government help families,
help those mothers at home, keep its election promise and remove
the GST on books?

Oral Questions

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the hon. member knows full well, there are books and there are
books. As the Minister of Industry has just said, is the member
recommending that we basically take the tax off smut? Is it not
worthwhile in this particular society to make sure that in fact we
focus that money on learning materials? Is it not worthwhile that
we enable the mothers the hon. member referred to, to be able to
have decent care at home for their children so that they can go out
and increase their capacity to learn?

This government essentially has arestricted budget asindeed the
Reform Party | think understands. What we really want to doisto
target those moneys where we are going to get the maximum
impact. That is what we are in the process of doing.

[Translation]

AIR TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Transport.

We read in this morning's Le Devoir that the Minister of
Transport is using a new diversionary tactic in an attempt to
reassure his Liberal colleagues about his favouritism for Canadian
Airlines. As the article says, the minister’s arguments do not bear
close scrutiny. The minister does not mention that heislimiting Air
Canada’'s access to Canadian’'s traditional market, while he is
throwing Air Canada’s traditional markets wide open to Canadian.

® (1150)

Rather than referring to the policy of the former government, can
the minister explain his own double standard policy to us, one
which has Air Canada losing Prague after 365 days, while Cana-
dian has nearly two years to provide service to India, the Philip-
pines and Malaysia?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | thank the hon. member for this opportunity to speak on
the government’s policy on Canadian air carriers. We want travel-
lers to be able to choose between the two carriers, and others in
Canada, and we want the Canadian airline industry itself to be
strong.

Our policy will support that objective. Our policy on air
transportation is focussed on how to make the pie bigger, not just
ondividing it up. That iswhat differentiates us from the Bloc. They
just want to divide it up into smaller portions, while we want to
make the whole pie bigger.

For example, in the past 14 to 16 months, Air Canada has created
a thousand other jobs for its transborder services. Canadian has
done the same thing, with 700 new jobs. Bombardier has just got a
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billion dollar jet order. What we are trying to do then, is to make
the pie bigger, not divide it into smaller portions.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, unfortunately, the minister’s actions speak louder than his
words. If the 365 day policy is asrigid as the minister claimsiit is,
how can hejustify waiting more than 412 days before imposing his
rule and withdrawing the Prague route from Air Canada, on the
very day Air Canada was setting the date for service to Prague?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the use it or lose it policy of the government, established
by this government was that if an airline did not pick up the route
and use it within the required period of time, which is one year, it
would be offered to another airline. We do not wait until the exact
second of 365 days and then say that it is over. If there was no other
airline that wanted to come in, we would probably let the thing
dlide. But the principle of use it or lose it remains our policy.

Under this policy Air Canada has acquired a substantial number
of new routes. It has the mgjority of the routes which Canadian
airlines overall have established with the United States since open
skies. It has 60 per cent of the international routes and 70 per cent
of the travellers internationally to or from Canada.

If that is mistreatment of Air Canada, and in addition Air Canada
has been given rights to markets it never had before, such as Japan
and Hong Kong, and if that is mistreatment of Air Canada, | would
like to know what the hon. member is suggesting.

HEALTH

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, during this
family week the most poignant letters | have received have been
from families of AIDS sufferers worrying about health research
funding. | aso got letters from those with schizophrenic family
members who are worried about health research funding. The
Liberal solution is to bend to the loudest lobby group. Reform
however has a better solution: clear, concise, precise guidelines for
apportioning that medical research funding.

Will the Liberals adopt clear, precise, specific guidelines for the
apportioning of medical research funding?

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we aready have a very clear funding
alocation formula

I remind the member for Macleod and other members of the
House that currently the Government of Canada allocates some
$40.7 million per year for AIDS research and treatment. Of this,
$17 million is alocated for research and epidemiological monitor-
ing. That includes $5.5 million annually administered through the

national health research development program; $1.5 million annu-
ally in national welfare grants research; an average of $3 million
annually for infrastructure in the Canadian HIV trials network. The
remainder of that amount, approximately $8 million, is with the
health protection branch. Further, the Medical Research Council
contributes a further $2 million for AIDS research. | think that is
pretty clear.

® (1155)

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the parliamenta-
ry secretary makes my point. Here we have the loudest lobby group
with a huge amount of funding and the schizophrenic society
literally with nothing. In fact, a triathlete just this last year had to
ride across the country to raise the profile of schizophrenia for
funding. Researchers are actually out lobbying for funding.

All we ask, and here is the specific question, will this govern-
ment adopt specific, clear, fair guidelines so that all diseases will
be able to get their fair share of funding, not just some disease with
a loud lobby group?

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have an enormous amount of respect
for the member opposite so | am a little confused as to why he
would ask this House to mix messages regarding one disease and
put it in opposition to another. If people are suffering from
diseases, then we treat them individually. We do not try to
politicize one in opposition to the other.

As the hon. member well knows, Health Canada is adopting a
population health approach to treating diseases. | think he would be
more than pleased to see that under that approach the funding for
all diseases will be carefully alocated. There is no one sector of
society that should be mistreated simply because of one's political
views on the issue.

CANADA SAVINGSBONDS

Mr. lan Murray (Lanark—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Finance.

While most Canadians are pleased to see low interest rates, some
seniors have expressed concern about preserving their investment
income. Many seniors rely on Canada savings bonds. What can
they expect from this year's launch of Canada savings bonds?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
amatter of fact, and as the hon. member who has followed this full
well knows what they can look forward to is a much improved
financia instrument.

The Canada savings bond, as | am sure al members in this
House know, and | am sure they are al buyers, is a very safe and
secure investment for Canadians.
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This year the government is pleased to announce under the new
agency that we are introducing a 10-year guaranteed period for
those Canadians who are holding a compound CSB. That is to say
while the rate in the first year will be 3 per cent, it will rise at
a minimum level each and every year to 8.75 per cent over the
course of the next nine years.

This is very competitive. Considering that it is cashable at any
time, | would recommend to all Canadians and to all members in
this House that they rush out tomorrow and buy Canada savings
bonds.

GOODS AND SERVICESTAX

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Minister of Finance.

This being family week, little Cindy-Lou Martin who is a nine
year old in grade 3 at Oakridge elementary school wrote to me and
asked: “Will you ask the Minister of Finance why | have to pay
GST on the Bible | need for my Sunday school classes?’

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is nobody who would like to see us take the tax off books
more than | would. Perhaps there is one other person.

The hon. member will understand that a common base is very
important in the application of atax such asthis because it enables
us to have substantially lower administrative costs.

The hon. member also knows that there are exemptions on taxes
such as this available to certain organizations. He also knows that
the tax is not in fact the full 7 per cent, depending upon the
institution that is buying the book. Certain institutions have
reduced rates.

| understand the tenor of the member’s question. | wish | could
answer it more positively and perhaps if the country getsinto better
financia shape | will be able to.

* Kk %

® (1200)

[Translation]

JOFFRE SHOP

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, B.Q.): Mr. Speaker, my question is
for the Minister of Transport.

On June 12, in responding to a question of mine, the Minister of
Transport refused to impose a moratorium on the closure of the
track maintenance equipment repair and overhaul shop at Joffre
station, in Charny, claiming that there was no increased risk from a
safety point of view. Since then, evidence has shown that these
risks have increased 50 per cent.

Oral Questions

Before the Joffre shop closes on October 30, will the minister act
responsibly and impose a moratorium on this closure, so that a
study to estimate the risks involved can be carried out?

[English]

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | constantly get questions from the other side of the House
claiming, quite inaccurately, that there are increases in risk in the
railway system in the province of Quebec.

There are from time to time minor variations among all prov-
inces but essentially when we look at accidents in the various
categories in which they are analyzed, there has been a dlight
increase in some of the derailments but not at al untoward and
certainly not out of the ordinary with respect to the normal
variation statistics.

| find the question very puzzling. The changes have been made
and efficiencies have occurred. However, we cannot continue to
maintain exactly the previous systems and then expect to get
improvements in the future. We have to be willing to make changes
to the system that the railways use and in the future we can expect
improvements. We cannot have it both ways, as the hon. member
seems to think.

CANADA POST

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, with
the purchase of Purolator Courier, Canada Post has become the
largest player in the Canadian courier industry, and allegations of
cross-subsidization, overly aggressive business practices and un-
fair competition in the marketplace are cited throughout the
Radwanski report on Canada Post.

The Radwanski report recommends that Canada Post sell Purola-
tor Courier and get out of the courier business atogether. Yet the
minister responsible refuses to follow this recommendation.

Why is the minister refusing to take Canada Post out of the
courier business?

Hon. Fred Mifflin (Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, in response to the hon. member’s question, | want to
tell this House that the Radwanski report has been taken very
seriously.

An hon. member: That is a fishy story.

Mr. Mifflin: For those members who are laughing, arecommen-
dation was made that the moratorium on rura post offices be
continued, and that has been continued.

A recommendation was made regarding the increase in fees for
postage for al Canadians. That has not been followed. | am pleased
to announce again, as my hon. colleague did, that there will be no
increases for mail.
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There were other recommendations made in this excellent report
that are still being studied.

In response to the hon. member’s question, no decision will be
made on that until there is financial consultation. However, | have
to tell him that at this time there is no intention to get out of the
courier service because it is a great service to Canadians.

* Kk %

RACISM

Mr. WayneEaster (Malpeque, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my question
is for the Secretary of State for Multiculturalism.

Yesterday there was a serious issue of racism involving 30
students at Coal Harbour District High School where a robbery is
alleged to have evolved into a racialy motivated brawl.

|s the secretary aware of the incident and what will she do within
federal jurisdiction to redress these racial tensions?

Hon. Hedy Fry (Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Status
of Women), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very glad that the member
asked this question because that is the precise thing that we must
continue to monitor in programs of multiculturalism.

Although we do not have the racia tensions that go on in the
United States, there are the same tensions in this country. They are
low key but they are there. Our programs address the issue. We
work with the Canadian Teacher’s Federation, the chiefs of police,
many community groups and with the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities to educate and keep a lid on this and a watching
brief on it to assure that we who live in this country promote social
harmony and deal with the issue of racism head on.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

® (1205)

[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section
36(8), | have the honour of tabling the government’s response to 38
petitions.

THE FAMILY

Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | rise on a point of order. There has been some consulta-
tion with the other parties. | hope you will find unanimous consent
to move the following motion in recognition of family week.

| move:

That this House recognize the family as the building block of society and that the
protection and enhancement of the interests of the family be promoted through
legislative and administrative actions of the government.

(Motion agreed to.)

Mr. Williams: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. Do we get
an opportunity to debate the motion?

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The motion has been
adopted.

PETITIONS

TAXATION

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, | am pleased to present two
petitions to the House, the first on taxation of the family which
comes from Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

The petitioners draw to the attention of the House that managing
the family home and caring for preschool children isan honourable
profession which has not been recognized for its vaue to our
society.

The petitioners therefore pray and call on Parliament to pursue
initiatives to eliminate tax discrimination against families that
choose to provide care in the home to preschool children, the
chronically ill, the aged or the disabled.

ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
second petition, concerning labelling of alcoholic beverages,
comes from Vanderhoof, B.C.

The petitioners draw to the attention of the House that consump-
tion of acohalic beverages may cause health problems or impair
one's ahility, and specifically that fetal alcohol syndrome and other
alcohol related birth defects are 100 per cent preventable by
avoiding acohol consumption during pregnancy.

The petitioners therefore pray and call on Parliament to enact
legidation to require health warning labels to be placed on the
containers of all alcoholic beverages to caution expectant mothers
and others of the risks associated with alcohol consumption.

PUBLIC REVENUES

Mr. Nelson Riis (Kamloops, NDP): Mr. Spesker, it is a
privilege to rise, pursuant to Standing Order 36, to present just over
4,000 petitioners from across Canada, the magjority from Burling-
ton, Hamilton, Windsor, Calgary and the great community of
Lac-la-Biche, Alberta.

They point out that corporate contributions to public revenuesin
Canada are aready the lowest among the seven major economies,
the G-7 countries. They aso point out that the share of federal
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revenue has risen to 60 per cent from ordinary Canadians while
corporations have been reduced to less than 10 per cent.

They make a whole number of other points, but the general
thrust is that they are asking the Government of Canada to
undertake afair comprehensive tax reform program so that person-
al consumers do not suffer even more from financial insecurity and
unfair costs at this critical time.

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Garry Breitkreuz (Yorkton—Melville, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | rise on a point of order. | would like to ask the government
House leader when | can expect answers to my two questions, Q-4
and Q-52.

| have asked this question previously and have not received an
answer as to when the answer is forthcoming. Q-4 has been
outstanding now for 227 days and Q-52 for 149 days.

® (1210)

Because | am being refused this information | am prevented as
an MP from doing my job properly. If the government does not
provide me or other MPs with the information within a reasonable
length of time, we as MPsin opposition cannot properly debate and
critique government legislation.

| do not know why the government is reluctant to release this
information. It should have this information available before it
introduces some of the relevant legislation in this House.

When can | get an answer to this? Thisis of great concern to me.
It is incumbent on the government to produce this information.

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member has asked
very complex and detailed questions. As | understand it, the
questions are being processed and will be here in due time.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that all questions be allowed to stand.
The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is that agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

MANGANESE-BASED FUEL ADDITIVESACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion.

Government Orders

Mr. Antoine Dubé (L évis, BQ): Mr. Speaker, asthe member for
Lévis, | have the good fortune of having in my riding an extremely
important business: the Ultramar refinery.

I would like to familiarize this House with the views of its
executives. | do not feel impertinent in the least; in the past two
days, what have we in this House heard from Liberal members,
especially those from Ontario? We have heard them defend Ontar-
i0’'s interests with respect to ethanol.

In this debate, the government wants to ban the use of MMT asa
fuel additive. | would like us to address this issue, but the
amendment moved by my colleague, the hon. member for Lauren-
tides, would defer debate for six months so that a scientific study
can be carried out to prove that this product isindeed harmful. This
is something that has never been clearly demonstrated.

| am referring to the arguments raised by Ultramar, which is a
member of the Canadian Petroleum Products Institute. | would like
to put forward some arguments, since they must be heard in this
House.

According to the Canadian Petroleum Products Institute and the
Ultramar refinery, car manufacturers have never proved clearly and
factually that MMT can adversely affect the operation of catalytic
converters.

Health Canadaformally stated in public and in writing that there
was not a shred of evidence that MMT threatened the health of
Canadians. This is not insignificant. This statement was made by
Health Canada, the federal department of health.

Another argument is that adding MMT to gasoline helps reduce
toxic emissions. As we know, since 1976, this much safer additive
has been used instead of |ead, because something must be added to
gasoline. Furthermore, the other elements in gasoline are known to
be somewhat toxic. So why MMT? To reduce the impact of toxic
emissions.

Another argument is that two federal ministers, the Minister of
Natural Resources and the Minister for International Trade, have
expressed reservations in this regard. According to the Minister for
International Trade, this bill might violate the NAFTA agreement
signed with the U.S. Thisis not insignificant as we could then be
hit by a multimillion dollar lawsuit.

® (1215)

Bill C-29 banning the importation and interprovincia trade of
MMT violates NAFTA, a point of view shared also by Gordon
Ritchie, the former Canadian negotiator for NAFTA—far from
being anobody, thisisthe former Canadian negotiator—and for the
interprovincial trade agreement.

Another argument we heard is that car manufacturers rejected
the proposal of the Canadian Petroleum Products Institute to have
an independent organization investigate and report on the issue.
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They formally committed to act on the conclusions of such an
independent study. They really do want an independent study.

The last argument is that banning MMT threatens the competi-
tiveness of the Quebec refinery industry and that would not be in
the best interests of Canadian and Quebec consumers. Thisalso is
important. As we well know, the government never told us about
the costs. They are not mentioned here either, but we know that it
adds up to several hundreds of millions of dollars, a significant
amount in these hard times.

Asamember of the Bloc Quebecois committed to protecting the
best interests of Quebec at al times, | want to remind the hon.
members of this House that the Quebec National Assembly unani-
mously approved the following resolution: “That the national
assembly request the postponement of federal Bill C-29 concerning
the gasoline additive MMT as long as environmental studies have
not been conducted in a conclusive manner’.

If Quebec was the only one to make this request, it might not be
enough, but at aenergy ministers’ conference, at least six provinces
expressed the same view. Provincial ministers are not aone, the
Premier of Saskatchewan, Roy Romanow, send a letter to Mr.
Chrétien on September 16, asking him the exact same thing. We
know that, in 1982, during the Constitutional debate, Mr. Roma-
now was avery closefriend of Mr. Chrétien, who should now listen
to him.

I will point out that the Minister of International Trade also
wrote, on February 23, stating that he had problems with this bill,
and yet the current Minister of the Environment is forging ahead.

As a member of the Standing Committee on Health, | looked
more particularly at this aspect. | read the report of a study
conducted in 1989 for Health Canada by the University of Mon-
treal. It said: “It is difficult to assess the effects linked to the
environmental exposure to Mn—manganese—coming from MMT
due to the incomplete nature of toxicological data on long term
exposure to small concentrations. Although the emission of Mn
coming from MMT can be associated mainly with the inhalation of
manganese oxide, a complete assessment of multiple exposure to
manganese must take into account all means of absorption, includ-
ing the ora route. Food accounts for over 90 per cent of all
manganese absorbed by humans”’. We routinely eat manganese and
all of a sudden the government is concerned about what can be
found in car exhaust.

And thisis not all: “With regard to drinking water, although its
manganese contribution is less than 3 per cent of that of food, its
assessment is critical to an overall evaluation of total exposure”.
Tests were conducted on animals, and the study points out that as
far as they know, in humans, only one case of poisoning due to
manganese in rain water is known. This case, involving very high
concentrations of Mn, happened in Japan in 1941. The only known
case was caused by water, not by an airborne pollutant. The only
case was found in Japan in 1941.

® (1220)

This should lead government members to think it over and to
track down other cases. | will not imitate Reform members who
had horrible stories to tell. If they had any today, they could tell us
about them, but only one case is known throughout the whole
world, and it happened in Japan, back in 1941. The United States
apparently had the same problem, the very same doubts, and we all
know how they solved it recently. The issue was appealed and
people who, like the present Liberal Party, tried to demonstrate the
risk of MMT failed.

There is now an interest here in ethanol. We do not question its
value, its importance, but we feel that, under the circumstances, a
six month postponement would allow the government to establish
its position more strongly, especialy, as | said at the beginning,
since the proposed amendment will lead to expenses of hundreds of
millions of dollars for taxpayers.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

NATURAL RESOURCES

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
you wereto ask for it, | believe you would find unanimous consent
for the following motion:

Pursuant to Standing Order 108(2) and relative to its study concerning rural
economic development, that the Standing Committee on Natural Resources be
authorized to travel to western Canada during the week of October 27 to November

1, and to eastern Canada during the week of November 3 to November 9, and that
the necessary staff do accompany the committee.

(Motion agreed to.)

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

MANGANESE-BASED FUEL ADDITIVESACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion, and of the
amendment.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to take part in this closing debate on the bill
dealing with manganese-based additives.
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It is important to clearly understand the objectives of this bill.
Manganese is one of the elements found in MMT, which is added
to gasoline. The hill seeks to ensure that manganese can no longer
be added to gasoline.

When we hear names of chemica products like this one, our
initial reaction is often that we must absolutely eliminate all
dangerous elements. In this particular case, the government origi-
nally had three arguments to support its bill.

First, it claimed that MMT was a threat to health. However, this
argument was rebutted by Health Canada and is no longer valid.

Second, the government said manganese was also harmful to the
anti-pollution systemsin automobiles. This claim isno longer valid
either, since it was contradicted by the ruling of a U.S. court.
Indeed, the same issue surfaced in the United States and, following
acourt ruling, it was realized there was no evidence supporting the
claim that manganese was dangerous.

The third claim, which is the really trickiest one, is that the bill
to prohibit manganese would help harmonize our policies with
those of the Americans. In fact, it will have precisely the opposite
effect.

The manganese currently found in gasolineis produced by Ethyl,
a U.S.-based corporation which, following the introduction of this
bill, instituted proceedings against the Government of Canada,
something which could end up costing close to $300 million to the
Canadian government, under specific NAFTA provisions. As you
know, NAFTA is the North American Free Trade Agreement that
binds Canada, the United States and Mexico.

So, the Government of Canada knows that, by passing thisbill, it
will put itself in adifficult position, given this court action, which
is definitely not frivolousin nature. Thisis an action being brought
under NAFTA sections 1110, 1106 and 1102 and, moreover,
supported by a letter from this Liberal government’s international
trade minister to the environment minister advising that it would be
better not to follow through with this legislation because the action
against us is very risky. Odds are that we lose in the end.

® (1225)

It is obvious that if Parliament does pass this bill, that would
amount to deciding to invest that sum of money and thiswould lead
to expenditures that could have been avoided. These are mistakes
the government should not make.

| do not think that we arein a position to pour $300 million down
the drain, saying odds are that we will lose but that we are going
ahead, nevertheless. Why? Why, when the argument that this
threatens health has been refuted by Health Canada, when the
argument about the antipollution systems has been dismissed by an

Government Orders

U.S. court ruling on the issue, and when it has been established that
there is no danger for pollution control equipment.

Instead, we will have a legidation which will aggravate the
relationships between Canada and the United States. Why then is
the government still going ahead with this legislation?

The answer is an old answer in Canada, it has been there for a
very long time. This government has a strong majority from
Ontario, and its aim is to foster the economic development of that
province at the expense of the six other provincial governments,
including Quebec National Assembly, which has unanimously
caled for the postponement of this bill.

The ministers involved, the Deputy Prime Minister and the
present environment minister, are all from Ontario, and they have
decided, come hell or high water, to have the government endorse
that view even if it is not a good bill for al Canadians. It is a bad
bill, because it is going to poison relations between Canada and the
United States.

In the context of NAFTA, when countries have to negotiate,
there is aways give and take. When our case is not good, as with
this bill on MMT, we have to give the Americans something in
exchange.

Proceedings could be initiated against us, and we would perhaps
have something to pay if the American company maintains that
Canadaisin breach of NAFTA. We will have to pay that money and
give something in exchange to the Americans. What will be the
target of these concessions? Will it be like in the softwood issue?
Will we lose as much in another area? All in al, the present
government is not acting responsibly in pushing this bill through.

All the arguments have been presented. They have been repeated
in the House, and they have been made by the six provinces that
condemn this bill. Unfortunately, there is a huge representation of
Liberals from Ontario, who ensure that the interests of the province
take precedence over the interests of the whole country. That also
creates environmental concerns.

It isimportant to realize that banning manganese would increase
the emissions of nitrous oxide in the atmosphere by 5 to 20 per
cent. Thisis being avoided thanks to the presence of manganesein
MMT, but if we ban this substance, there will be a significant
increase.

Thereis something else that defies all logic; thisbill will create a
lot of problems throughout the years. The government has decided
to go ahead with thisbill even if thereis no health hazard, evenif it
does not improve anti-pollution systems, even if it could cause
trouble with the United States, even if it could cause environmental
problems, because the Ontario Liberal majority has managed to
impose their position on their caucus.
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In conclusion, we have before us a bill which, at first glance,
did not seem to create any problems, but upon closer examination,
we have come to redize that the Government of Canada, the
Parliament of Canada, would, by passing this bill, make adecision
that would undermine the Canadian economy and cost taxpayers
a lot of money.

The next time the people will be asked to tighten their belts for
cuts in Ul benefits, we will have yet another example of $100
million, $150 million, $200 million, $300 million, we do not know
how much for sure, spent on legal opinions. We have received
opinions that clearly indicated Canada's position is not very
tenable under NAFTA.

For al these reasons, | will again urge the members of this
House to vote against this bill, because it is not in the best interests
of al Canadians.

® (1230)
[English]

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk 1sland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to
rise in debate on what | fedl is a very important topic. | would like
to add a few words of insight to this particular issue.

This debate illustrates, among other things, what is wrong with
this Parliament and the process. We end up with certain lobby
groups making strong presentations to those people who are in the
decision making loop of the government. We stand here in the
House and debate these issues. | know that members on both sides
have entered into the debate, but those on this side of the House
who have tried to appeal for an independent scientific inquiry are
really not getting anywhere. We can keep debating and putting
words on the record, but they will not be heard because those who
are making the decisions are not hearing the words of the debate.
They are not paying attention and probably will not respond to the
reasoned arguments.

| would also like to use this opportunity to appeal once again to
the members of the governing party, the Liberals, to simply vote
the way they believe they ought to vote on this. Perhaps on this
issue they should reject the party discipline to which they always
bow down. It seems reasonable to me that what we ought to do in
this instance is to have some truly independent scientific studies
done and find the results of those.

Right now, the messages we are hearing from the opposing lobby
groups are not defensible on either side; that is, both of the sides
are presenting data but it is very biased because it comes from
those who have a large and vested interest in it.

What we need is an independent study from someone who has no
vested interest in the outcome at all to decide whether or not the use
of MMT in fuels is dangerous to health and damaging to vehicles.

| want to relate a story because of my own experience. | happen
to be one who works with people al the time. In my previouslife |

was an instructor working with fellow instructors and students. My
recreation on Saturday included putting on my work clothes and
doing my own mechanical work. Over the years | aways did my
own vehicle servicing: oil changes, lube jobs, and some minor and
sometimes major mechanical work. | used to love getting out my
tools on Saturday and doing mechanical work.

| need to tell members that two days after the vote on the
Charlottetown accord, a day | will never forget, | was in my
vehicle, a miniature car, and was in a bone-crunching accident.
Fortunately al the factors came out right and | was not seriously
injured. However, my mini vehicle wastotalled. | guess| could use
the name because | am not going to say anything bad about it. | am
very grateful that it collapsed in the front and in the rear and
because | was in the middle, as snug as a bug in the rug, | was
unharmed.

Just in case anyone thinks | am a dangerous driver, | was stopped
at stop light in aline of vehicles and the person behind me hit my
car at some 70 kilometres an hour and jammed my car into the
vehicles in front of me. | was just sitting in the line and totally
innocent of the accident. However, | was saved because of various
factors which | will not go into.

However, as a result of that accident | went to purchase a
replacement vehicle. | bought a small vehicle again because of
their economy and low fuel usage. | aways argued that if | put a
small amount of fuel into the tank because the vehicleis very fuel
efficient, then | produce less polluting elements into the atmo-
sphere and thus | am doing my part as a citizen.

® (1235)

| purchased that vehicle new in the fall of 1992. | drove it for a
long time. It was an excellent vehicle. | only changed the oil, added
gasoline and occasionally washed it. | had 75,000 kilometres on
that car without ever having touched the motor.

Just as amatter of course | thought that | should change the spark
plugs in the vehicle. | never had a vehicle that went that long
without changing the spark plugs. | purchased a new set of spark
plugs and on a Saturday morning | pulled out the old onesand | was
going to replace them. After 75,000 kilometres of travel on that
vehicle those spark plugs looked like new. | merely scraped them a
little, regapped them and put them back into the motor and ran
them until 100,000 kilometres at which time | did change them just
because it was time. Even then they were not fouled.

That is a single example, but logically speaking that exampleis
sufficient. If someone makes the declaration that the presence of
MMT fouls up spark plugs, then for spark plugs to remained
unfouled would be an exceptional instance. We have MMT in our
fuel right now. In the Edmonton area we have had it for years. |
have used that additive and this has been my experience. | know of
no one who has complained of fouled up spark plugs. Consequent-
ly, 1 can only argue logically that if a statement is made it is
sufficient to show but one counter example to refute the argument.
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As aresult of this and because of personal experience, | have
very serious questions about the validity of the so-called scientific
studies which say that spark plugs will foul. | have seen the
pictures. | have seen the same presentations where it is claimed that
after 20,000 kilometres the plugs are so fouled up that they no long
function. That is certainly the opposite of my experience.

| appeal to members of the government. We are merely bowing
to lobby and pressure groups. That is not the correct way to make
decision. Decisions ought to be made on clearly demonstrable,
independently provable scientific evidence. We need to get those
with a vested interest out of it, even though they are certainly
entitled to present their studies and conclusions. We need to make
our decisions based on independent scientific studies. | call for
that.

It is most important that this bill be defeated at this time until
there is actual reliable evidence received. At that time the decision
can be made wisely, not just on emational reactions based on which
lobby group speaks the loudest. That is my submission to this
debate. | think it is an important one. | appeal to members to hear
what | have said and pass it along to the decision-makers who will
soon be calling on members to stand and vote on call.

| am speaking collectively here. Why not make our decisions
logicaly instead of simply obeying, on command, what we aretold
to do.

® (1240)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Is the House ready for the
question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The question is on the
amendment. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the amend-
ment?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

TheDeputy Speaker: All thosein favour of the amendment will
please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

The Deputy Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.

And more than five members having risen:

Government Orders

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): Pursuant to Standing Order
45, the recorded division stands deferred to Monday, October 21,
1996, at the usual adjournment time.

[English]

YUKON QUARTZ MINING ACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-6, an act to
amend the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon Placer Mining
Act, as reported (without amendment) from the committee.

Hon. Fred Mifflin (for the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development, Lib.) moved that the bill be concurredin.

(Motion agreed to.)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): When shall the bill be read
the third time? By leave, now?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Mr. Mifflin (for the Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development) moved that the bill be read the third time and
passed.

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to
address Bill C-6, an act to amend the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and
the Yukon Placer Mining Act. | am pleased to speak in support of
this legidation.

With this legislation we have a rare window of opportunity to
establish environmental conditions in which mining in Yukon can
take place. | urge hon. member to take advantage of this opportuni-
ty to support the bill currently before the House.

Bill C-6 isacompromise, a made in Yukon solution to a unique
Yukon situation. | would like to take a few minutes of the House's
time to explain how thislegislation came about and to highlight the
extensive consultationsthat have resulted in aconsensusto proceed
at this time.

| am sure hon. members of the aboriginal affairs and northern
development standing committee would agree that consensusisthe
key word. They heard from many witnesses about the compromises
that were reached in thisbill. Witnessesincluded the Yukon Mining
Advisory Committee, known as Y-MAC; the Yukon Chamber of
Commerce; the mayor of the village of Mayo; the Yukon Placer
Miners Association; and the Yukon Chamber of Mines.

This bill is not being imposed on an unsuspecting public or
industry. There is clearly a recognized need for the environmental
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regulation of mining in Yukon, both to ensure protection of the
environment and to provide certainty for industry.

Yukon is the only jurisdiction in Canada that does not currently
have land use regulations that apply to mining claims, although the
environmental record of the territory’s mining industry is good.

® (1245)

Some of the problems we have today could have been avoided
with proper regulation.

[Translation]

The YMAC Committee, a group created in 1990 to bring the
stakehol ders together, was asked to develop an acceptable environ-
mentally friendly system. | would like to join the minister in
congratulating the YMAC for its good work. Bill C-6 isthe direct
result of this committee’'s work and of the determination of its
members to find compromises that would benefit the Yukon
economy and environment.

Without their dedication, we would not have reached a global
agreement on the way to proceed. And, without such a significant
agreement, it would have been extremely difficult if not utterly
impossible to amend the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon
Placer Mining Act.

We must also recognize the contribution of the Yukon First
Nations to reaching a consensus. The Yukon First Nations are not
against development; in fact, they often support it, because they
recognize that resource development projects can benefit their
members.

However, the First Nations are also deeply attached to the
environment. By taking part in the works of the YMAC, the Yukon
First Nations Council made sure that native concerns were consid-
ered.

Finally, the representatives of the federal and territorial govern-
ments who sat on the Y MAC Committee contributed to ensuring a
balance between the interests at stake and a land use system that
will support mining exploration and devel opment without threaten-
ing the environment.

Bill C-6 was the result of areport prepared in April 1992 by the
YMAC. The underlying object of this report was, and | quote, ““to
ensure the development of a healthy, durable and competitive
mining industry, whose operations support the fundamental social,
economic and environmental values of the Yukon”.

[English]

When the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development
received cabinet approval to draft Bill C-6, special arrangements
were made to consult with YMAC throughout the drafting of the
bill and the accompanying regulations. Such arrangements are
extremely unusual, however, without them it would not have been
possible to reach the general consensus on this legidation.

Beginning in early 1994, YMAC initiated a series of meetingsto
discuss drafts of the proposed legislation and regulations. The
committee met as a group more than 10 times during 1994 and
1995 specificaly to discuss this issue. Also over the past years,
these legidative proposals have been reviewed and discussed at
such mining industry forums as the Geoscience Forum in White-
horse, the Cordilleran Roundup in Vancouver, the Prospectors and
Developers Convention in Toronto and the Gold Show in Dawson.

In July 1995 with the endorsement of this government, YMAC
took its consultation to another level by mailing out a summary of
thelegislative proposals and regul ations to more than 600 individu-
als, organizations and companies. Public information sessions were
subsequently held in four Yukon communities:. Dawson City,
Mayo, Watson Lake and Whitehorse.

[Translation]

Close to 150 people attended the hearings announced in the
newspapers, on the radio and on posters in the offices of the mining
companies and other public buildings. The committee as well as
the federal government and the government of the Yukon aso
received a certain number of written comments on the proposed
Statute.

We especialy tried to get the First Nations to participate, at the
grass roots level, in the consultation process.

® (1250)

In addition to being represented on the YMAC, the 14 First
Nations of the Yukon received asummary of the bill and the related
regulations before public information meetings were held in July
19095.

The hon. members of the House should know that the minister
initiated discussions on an even broader range of issues regarding
First Nations during the consultations conducted by his department
on the regulations on the use of mining property, which is being
developed.

In October 1995, two dozen First Nations groups and organiza-
tions received a copy of the summary of the bill and the proposed
regulations with a request for comments.

[English]

Officials of the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development have contacted these groups directly to arrange
meetings to discuss the proposals and receive feedback. At least
one meeting has been held with representatives from each Yukon
First Nation. The minister is very interested in hearing aborigina
peopl€e's views on the proposed regulations, in particular whether
the First Nations want their own legislation or this act to apply to
their settlement lands.

Once the draft regulations are finalized, the government will
follow the normal process of publishing them in the Canada



October 11, 1996

COMMONS DEBATES

5433

Gazette at least 60 days prior to their proclamation. This will
provide a further opportunity for public input into the mining land
use regime.

Also, in close consultation with the full range of stakeholders,
separate regulations are now being developed for hard rock produc-
tion and mine site reclamation. These will be brought into effect
after the land use regul ations are promulgated, which is expected to
occur at the same time or shortly after Bill C-6 is proclaimed.

Based on the wide ranging and extensive consultation that has
been undertaken, we have before us a bill which reflects a broad
consensus of the key stakeholders connected to the Yukon mining
industry. Although there are some issues on which YMAC could
not reach an agreement, all stakeholders have demonstrated flexi-
bility and a willingness to compromise. Hon. members should be
awarethat Bill C-6 isvery much in keeping with the YMAC report
of April 1992.

As recommended by the committee, the government is propos-
ing to establish a multi-tiered classification system for land use
operations. The government has also accepted the committee's
recommendation for a completely separate set of regulations from
the territorial land use regulations so as to better reflect the unique
operating requirements of the mining industry in Yukon.

[Translation]

Another characteristic of the proposed program is the short
delays given the government to make decisions concerning mining
activity applications. This is in accordance with a committee
recommendation taking into account the short placer exploration
and development season in Yukon.

The bill also proposes awell defined responsibility and account-
ability framework. The chief of placer land use will administer the
regulations and will make decisions concerning most of the
projects. The only exception will be for projects concerning hard
rock, which will require a permit issued by the minister. The
decisions of the chief of placer land use will be subject to appeals
to the minister.

Inspectors will have clear, reasonable and effective powers
allowing them to give regulatory approvals. They will have the
power to enter any mining site or building, except dwelling places.

® (1255)

They will also have the power to take samples and to examine
books, records or documents and make copies thereof.

The inspectors will also have the power to order the cessation or
modification of any activity, when it results or may result in danger
to persons or the environment. The inspectors’ orders will be
subject to an appeal to the chief of placer land use.

Government Orders

Hon. members will be pleased to learn that this bill should not
increase costs for operators using approved mining practices that
are safe and respectful of the environment. In fact, the additional
administrative costs that could result from the regime will be only
minimal.

Bill C-6 aso provides for mechanisms to ensure maximum
harmonization and co-ordination with other statutes, such as the
Yukon Waters Act and the Territorial Lands Act. Hon. membersare
aware that the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act contains
provisions for co-ordinating the efforts of all federal bodies taking
part in an environmental screening and assessment. This would
have the effect of further reducing duplication and overlap in the
administration of the regime.

[English]

The mining industry has a long and proud history in Yukon, a
history of contributing to economic development, income genera-
tion and job creation. By putting in place environmental regula-
tions that have aready been accepted in the rest of Canada, this
legidation will ensure that the industry can continue to make these
vital contributions for many years to come.

Bill C-6 isthe latest in a series of initiatives undertaken by this
government to ensure the viability of the mining industry and
economic growth and security in Yukon. In February 1995 the
Yukon First Nations Land Claims Settlement Act, the Yukon First
Nations Self-Government Act and the Yukon Surface Rights Board
Act were proclaimed.

These acts were required to implement the Council for Yukon
Indians umbrella final agreement and the four Yukon First Nations
final agreements that have been negotiated to date. These acts
establish certainty of land ownership and rights so the resource
development can go forward. Decades of uncertainty concerning
land title and rights will continue to disappear as each one of the
outstanding claims is resolved.

Bill C-6 will add to the legal certainty that has been put in place
through the land claims settlement process. These amendments are
consistent with the umbrella final agreement and will compel
decision makers to ensure that projects are properly reviewed and
assessed and that mitigative measures are in place.

The development assessment process, DAP, legidation which
weintend to introduce to the House in 1997 is now being devel oped
in consultation with Yukon First Nations. Bill C-6 which fillsagap
in the regulatory system will facilitate the objectives of the
development assessment process.

[Translation]

Already, we are seeing the positive results of the land claims
settlement process. The signing of definitive agreements has raised
new interest in the Yukon’s mineral resources. Some 13,000 mining
claims were staked in 1995, raising the number of duly registered
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claimsin the areato over 55,000. The amount spent on exploration
should exceed $40 million this year, and spending on devel opment
could exceed $60 million, a high for the decade.

® (1300)

At least five companies have expressed their firm intention to
open, re-open or expand mining sites in the Yukon in the next two
years. Several others have indicated that they would be interested
in operations if they would come up with the necessary capital and
if feasibility studies are favourable.

The introduction of the amendments in Bill-C-6 will allow us,
where necessary, to put these proposals for mining sites through a
complete environmental screening, and to ensure that these sites
are operated using safe environmental practices, in accordance
with the regulations for the sound and effective use of minera
lands. In the long term, this should be in the best interests of the
industry, of all Yukoners and of all Canadians.

Given the opposing points of view on mining and the environ-
ment, it is quite remarkable that we have achieved such a degree of
consensus and reached such a compromise, as evidenced by Bill
C-6. We must not miss this opportunity to regulate the develop-
ment of mineral landsin the Yukon and | urge hon. membersin this
House to vote in favour of this bill.

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Madam
Speaker, | would like to begin by mentioning the extraordinary
participation by a variety of organizations during the hearings of
the Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs on the Act to amend
the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon Placer Mining Act.

Through their testimony and their involvement in the consulta-
tion process, they defended their interests against the government
and thus the merits of this legislation.

| am referring to the Sierra Legal Defence Fund, the Council of
Yukon First Nations, the Government of the Yukon, the Klondike
Placer Miners, the North Slope Wildlife Management Advisory
Council, the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, the village of
Mayo, Wesmin Resources Limited, the Yukon Chamber of Mines,
the Yukon Conservation Society, the Yukon Fish and Wildlife
Management Board, the Yukon Mining Advisory Committee, the
Yukon Prospectors Association, the Yukon Chamber of Commerce,
the Yukon Ouitfitters Association, and finally the Teelit Gwich’in
Council.

That made arather long list, but | needed to demonstrate that Bill
C-6isagenera reflection of the concerns expressed in committee.
Of course, some wanted more, some, less. The bill we have before
us now in third reading is characterized by a series of technical

details on the environment and natural resources. It brings mining
operations in line with today's concerns.

What is more, it confers upon the Yukon territorial government
and the First Nations the responsibility for proper resource man-
agement, and for implementing standards in keeping with their
lifestyle and with respect the environment.

Asyou are aware, thisisnot abill that dropped out of the blue, or
just appeared overnight. We took the trouble to find out what type
of consultations had gone before. In 1990, an advisory committee
on the Yukon mining industry was set up, and we in the standing
committee recently heard comments from people in the north, as
well as from some fifteen different organizations.

® (1305)

Noonein this House will be ableto accuse us of saying: ‘ Thisis
theway itisgoingto be’”. Not only doesthisbill amend legisation,
which dates back to 1906, in the case of placer mining, and to 1924,
in the case of quartz mining, but it also provides the Yukon
Territory with new regulatory powers.

Perhaps we should know more about this territory, which seems
so far away.

The name Yukon was used for the first time in 1846 by a
Hudson's Bay Company trader, John Bell, from the Indian word
Yuchoo which means “‘the biggest river’”. The Yukon river is the
fifth longest river in North America.

The first European visitors in modern times were Russian
explorers, who sailed up and down the coast in the 18th century and
traded with the Indians. The Hudson's Bay Company penetrated
into the interior in the 1840s. With the discovery of gold near
Dawson City in 1896, the Klondike became one of the most
populated regions in the Canadian Northwest. The sudden popula
tion explosion during the gold rush led the federal government to
give the Yukon more political power. In 1898, the Yukon was
officially constituted to ensure Canadian jurisdiction. The Yukon
Act provided for the appointment of a commissioner and the
creation of an elected legidative assembly.

Asaterritory, Yukon does not have provincial status, although it
did acquire a similar form of government in 1979. This means the
Canadian government maintains its authority over bodies of water,
land, forests and non-renewable resources.

How could someone be against abill which reduces the paternal-
istic authority of the federal government and provides for a partial
decentralisation and environmental standards which, by the way,
were almost or totally non existent before.
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How could we disagree, knowing that the Act to amend the
Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon Placer Mining Act is
the result of a long negotiation and consultation process?

Our only comment is that this act will have to be reviewed in a
few years from now in order to adjust its environmental standards
to those of other provinces, such as Quebec and Ontario. However,
we are fully confident that the Government of the Yukon and the
native communities are capable of establishing their own standards
according to their needs.

The present population of the Yukon is close to 28,000, of which
23 per cent are natives and 60 per cent live in Whitehorse.

Mining, which accounts for 30 per cent of the Yukon’s economic
activity, is by far its main industry. Tourism, which offers an
opportunity to live in awild areawith aunique and relatively intact
environment, is an equally important source of jobs and services.
Fur trade is practised by about 3 per cent of the population, mainly
native people. Dawson City aso has a small fishing industry,
exporting salmon and selling other species of fish to local consum-
ers.

In short, the consensus, or should | rather say the compromise,
proposed by the Act to Amend the Yukon Quarts Mining Act and
the Yukon Placer Mining Act will alow the territory greater
autonomy in the management of its resources.

The Bill under consideration is rather like a collective agree-
ment, in the sense that if a new amendment or a new changeto this
bill was to be approved, another group would ask for more or
would totally disagree with it.

® (1310)

Thisiswhy we support theimplementation of thisbill initsform
at second reading. | have been talking to you al thistime about Bill
C-6 without having explained what it is about. | am sure a brief
summary of the different parts of this bill will benefit the honour-
able Mps here in this House and the audience.

The Act to amend the Yukon Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon
Placer Mining Act, Bill C-6, is the result of representations made
by the Government of the Yukon in order to find a solution to the
environmental problems generated by mining activities.

The Yukon government wanted this solution to be devel oped and
implemented by the Yukon community. This new bill now provides
for environmental protection since, in addition to the requirements
applicable to licenses and to levels of activity, it will also be
subject to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act.

By the way, it should be understood that, in the past, environ-
mental concerns came far behind economic concerns. At the time,
gold mining was almost a cottage industry. People would enter the
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streams, shake their sieves, collect a nugget and throw the gravel
over their shoulders.

The countryside there is extraordinary. As you know, it is the
land of the midnight sun. However, when you look down you also
see alunar landscape around the Midnight Dome. It was caused by
reckless development. Piles of earth were |eft there and compl etely
spoil the scenery. It is easy to see that, at the time, the environment
was not at all a concern, unlike today.

The bill before us seeks to promote a behaviour that is more
respectful of nature than in those days. At the time, people were
just not concerned about the environment. They were concerned
about finding gold. The land was so vast and so sparsely popul ated
that people did not care. Today, we have to care. But we would
certainly say that on the whole, this piece of legidation is a
worthwhile effort. There is a system to approve various classes.

| mentioned that there was no environmental protection, but
there are indeed now various classes which will require some
approval and help discipline the operation as such for a better
protection of the environment.

Thus, class | activities require no preliminary approval but must
comply with existing regulation. So the principle is the following:
when you go from class | to class |1, the regulations get a little
stricter. Also, class Il activities require prior notification being
given to a federal authority.

As for class Il activities, they require the advance submission
and approval of an operating plan. So, asyou can see, the bigger the
operations are, the stricter the regulations become.

Class |V is certainly the more stringent because not only is an
operating plan required to be presented and approved, but it must
be subjected to public consultations. For those who are less
environment-orientated and more economy-orientated, this has
become something of a pain, because it only takes a couple of
people opposed to the project to jeopardize it.

In class 1V, we will certainly be dealing with large scale projects
requiring public consultations, therefore a lot more preparation on
the part of those who want to develop the resources, to provide
environmental data to the groups and individuals who will scruti-
nize class IV projects.

® (1315)

According to the minister, the regulations under the proposed
legidation define various levels of activity. The result of compro-
mises in committee, and the subject of many observations, these
levels relate to the size of mining exploration projects, in terms of
how many people will be in a camp, how many square meters of
trenches will be dug, how many square meters of top soil will be
removed, how many kilometres of road will be built, how heavy
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vehicles will be and how many kilometres will they cover, how
many litres of fuel will be stockpiled, etc.

For example, a camp for five individuals for 150 person-days
could bein class | and one for the same number of people but for
more than 150 person-days could fall into class II, 11l or IV. The
digging or the ditches could not exceed 400 cubic metres per claim
per year in class |, whereas the number of cubic metres could reach
1,000 inclass I, 5,000 in class |11 and more than 5,000 in class | V.
All terrain vehicles would be allowed depending on the period of
the year, the weight of the vehicle and the distance to be covered.
During summertime, only low ground pressure vehicles would be
in class |, a 30-tonne vehicle covering a maximum distance of 15
kilometres could be in class I and if the distances were to exceed
15 or 40 kilometres, the project would then fall into classes |11 or
1V respectively. No road construction would be allowed in class |
and the class would depend on the number of kilometres of road or
trail built.

If all activities in a project qualify for class | except one, for
example a fuel stockpile of 30,000 litres, then the project will be
put in class Il.

The proposed legislation will require al applicants to supply a
security that could equal the approximate cost of redressing all
adverse environmental effects. It also provides for the modification
and transfer of operating plans and licenses.

It establishes an application and inspection system for the
provisions of the legisation itself and of the related regulations,
and it defines offences and penalties.

Naturally, the legislation grants powers to make regulations for
its enforcement. The regulations on the utilisation of mineral lands
for quartz mining and placer mining will take effect whenever the
proposed legidation is passed or shortly thereafter. Regulations on
the reclamation of quartz mine sites that are already in operation
under the Quartz Mining Act will be made at a later date.
Regulations development is in consultation with interested parties.

In adifferent connection, officials did everything in their power
to reassure us by saying: ““Indeed, what we are looking at in terms
of the environment, categories and operations, is not in contradic-
tion with what has already been granted to Yukon's first nationsin
connection with self-government or land claims”.

So, we must say this act is the result of a great compromise
among highly varied groups, from environmentalists to mine
operators. Furthermore, we can aso say we did our utmost in the
consultation process so that native bands had their say.

The Standing Committee on Indian Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment set up teleconferences in Whitehorse, Ottawa and so on.

Speaking of consultation, | would like to define for the govern-
ment what consultation really is, something it often confuses with
what may be called the *‘lobby power”.

Indeed, consultation is realy effective when, first of al, the
people affected by this bill also have equal opportunity to express
their opinions and defend their rights.

® (1320)

Second, when the government does not put the people before a
fait accompli and tell them at the last minute: *“You can always
talk, but it will not change much”. Lastly, when the government
clearly indicates what it intends to do as a legislator and provides
all the appropriate information to the public so that the people can
make up their own minds about the hill.

Before supporting this bill, we checked if every individual and
every organization who wanted to give evidence had the opportuni-
ty to do so. In fact, | gave you the list earlier on. Also, we support
Bill C-6 because the situation in the Yukon is quite urgent.
Estimates for 1995 show that mineral production in the Yukon
generated $185 million, an increase of around 115 per cent over
1994. Production from more than 200 placer deposits increased in
vaue by 38.2 per cent to reach some $78 million.

According to the Yukon Chamber of Mines, exploration ex-
penses in the Yukon came to a little under $40 million in 1995,
amost double the $21 million reported in 1994. Expenses for
development purposes rose from $11 million in 1994 to $57
million in 1995, reflecting the development of new gold minesin
Brewery Creek and Nansen Mount. For a fourth consecutive year,
exploration and development expenses have gone up in the Yukon.

Six other mining projects are currently the subject of environ-
mental impact studies. If the results are positive, development on
these projects should start in 1996 or 1997.

Upset because the Yukon Mining Advisory Committee was
taking too long to make environmental changes to the Yukon
Quartz Mining Act and the Yukon Placer Mining Act, the environ-
mental community challenged the Department of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development’s environmental assessment and licens-
ing process. In December, the courts ruled in favour of the
department.

This is a matter of urgency for the environment. Area wildlife,
which is important not only to the aboriginal people but aso to
hunters, tourists and the population at large, includes moose,
caribou, mountain goats, bighorns, bears and other furbearers. The
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passing of Bill C-6 is essentia to the conservation of these
resources.

Finally, | wish to reiterate my support and the support of the Bloc
Quebecois for Bill C-6, an act to amend the Yukon Quartz Mining
Act and the Yukon Placer Mining Act, which, | remind the House,
reflects a broad consensus among the various stakeholders. Thisis
why | propose that this bill be adopted as is by the House.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): | note the hon. member for
Okanagan—Shuswapis seeking the floor. | will make a suggestion
to the member and to the House. Almost every time, members are
reluctant to speak when there are only a few minutes left in the
debate. | will leave it to the member if he wishes to speak for the
remainder of the five minutes before we go to private members
hour or, if he wishes, | can ask the House if there is unanimous
consent to see the clock as 1.30 p.m. and to go to private members
hour.

Some hon. members. Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

SENIORS BILL OF RIGHTS

Mrs. Brenda Chamberlain (Guelph—Wellington,
moved:

Lib.)

That in the opinion of this House, seniors play a vital role in our country, and
therefore the government should direct that the Standing Committee on Justice and
Legal Affairs proceed with the drafting of a Seniors Bill of Rights, aimed at
acknowledging the rights of seniors to live full and protected lives in Canada.

She said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased and proud to speak to my
Motion No. 265 which calls on the standing committee on justice to
draft a seniors' hill of rights.

While | am disappointed that this is not a votable motion, |
remain optimistic that this effort will raise awareness of seniors
issues in Guelph—Wellington all across Canada.

In arecent Ottawa Sun article, reporter Jacki Leroux posed as a
senior. She offered this observation about the experience: ** Perhaps
most annoying were the assumptions that were made about my
mind. Whether it was buying something in a store, giving direc-
tions to a cab driver, ordering lunch or using a bank machine, the
message from most people was clear. All people with grey hair
must have Alzheimers’. Those comments are frightening.

| hope the discussion that begins today with this motion helpsto
eliminate those assumptions and reminds each and every Canadian
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that seniors play an active role in our society and deserve our
support and our appreciation.

We are al aware that our population is aging. In Ontario, for
example, it is expected that there will be a 55 per cent increase in
the senior population in the next 15 years. That includes a 132 per
cent increase in the 85 and up age group. An obvious question
comes to mind. Are we prepared for an aging population? Howev-
er, | think there is something even more profound. How we treat
our seniors today will be the road map for how they are treated
tomorrow. Ignoring issues that are important to our seniors will not
make them go away. Instead, as our population ages those issues
will become more intense.

In preparation for this debate | asked my constituents and other
Canadians to provide their suggestions, their insights and concerns
regarding seniors’ issues to me. Not surprisingly, persona finance
and health were the two biggest concerns. This corresponds with a
survey published in Today's Seniors in June of this year. Cuts to
health care, the future of the Canada pension plan, concerns
regarding increased costs of prescription drugs and the future of
public pensions were discussed most often.

But many seniors face concerns that go beyond discussions of
public policy. They face problems every day. Rita Lovelock wrote
to me afew weeksago: ‘I livein ahouse and think about everyday
bills, hydro, gas, cable, telephone, the daily newspaper. My
husband worked long hours for low wages. We never received any
government handouts. We raised our six children to be upright
citizens. Why make things so tough for the people who helped
build this country?’ That is the question that needs our response.

Guelph—Wellington is fortunate to have many volunteers and
agencies which help make it the best community in Canada. From
individuals like David Ing who manages Norfolk Manor, to John
O’ Connor, president of Senior Peer Advisory Group, to Carrie
Fisk, editor of the newsletter published by the Evergreen Seniors
Centre, we are truly fortunate for the many people dedicated to
making the lives of our seniors richer and more fulfilled.

They are joined by St. Joseph’s Hospital, Eden House facility,
the Guel ph—Wellington Seniors Association and many others who
assist seniorsin living in today’s society. All of these organizations
and the countless volunteers cannot do it alone. We must work to
improve attitudes and stereotypes and protect those most in need.

| am grateful to a number of national and provincia organiza-
tions which have offered their support for this initiative. The
Canadian Association of Retired Persons has offered these sugges-
tions for aseniors’ bill of rights. A general statement guaranteeing
the rights of liberties of seniors against discrimination based on
their age. A guarantee to the right of a safe and secure old age. A
guarantee of public pensions for seniors. A guarantee of equal
access to health care and socia services regardless of income or
geographical residency. Freedom from elder abuse in al of its
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forms including physical, financial, economic, psychological,
emotional and social, including neglect. CARP has called this a
starting point and | am grateful for their suggestions.

| want to share with this House the suggestions offered by the
Prince Edward Island Seniors Federation: Theright to be treated as
important human beings with unique feelings, ideas and desires.
Theright to asense of security and belonging derived from aloving
safe environment. The right to a continuing relationship with their
children, grandchildren and other family members. The right to
live and be content in an atmosphere free of abuse, neglect and
exploitation. Theright to have arelaxed secure relationship with all
family members and to not be placed in a manipulative atmo-
sphere. The right to participate in their own destiny. The right to
good and appropriate health care. The right to comfortable, afford-
able and secure housing. The right to clean air and a clean
environment. The right to dignity in life and in death. The right to
religious freedom. The right to freedom from violence.

Finally, there are the observations from Seniors Power in
Regina, Saskatchewan: The right to be heard on all matters of
genera public interest. The right to have freedom from want in old
age, to live independently as one chooses. The right to a fair share
of the community’s recreational, educational and medical re-
sources. The right to obtain decent housing suited to the needs of
later years. Theright to live and to die with dignity. Theright to be
able to access all knowledge available on how to improve the later
years of life.

Some have argued that a seniors hill of rights is not necessary.
Some people believe that seniors enjoy al the rights guaranteed to
all Canadians. Ray Snowdon of Guelph wrote to me: ““I doubt
whether there are many seniors who want special interest. We are
being systematically robbed of the benefits we worked, paid and
fought for, and only ask for what was promised’.

| cannot argue with Mr. Snowdon and others who have told me
that seniors enjoy the rights and privileges of al Canadians.
However, | must ask these fundamental questions: What good are
rights if they are ignored by others around you? If Jacki Leroux is
right about the observations she experienced while posing as a
senior, what good are privileges when they are forgotten by
members of society because a person isjudged by their age and not
their ability?

Jo Zettle, a constituent, wrote to me and reminded me that
seniors should not be treated as second class citizens because of
their age. She said: “‘Many seniors love to talk about the past but
they are also very now people”.

It is true that there are a good number of seniors that have
worked hard to enjoy their retirement. They have the ability to
travel and while they are concerned about provincial cutbacks to

the number of days that they can remain abroad, they are free from
many of the concerns facing other seniors. They are concerned
about property taxes, increases in the cost of living and crime.

There are also many seniors living in difficult and sometimes in
dangerous situations. Many of these seniors worked hard also but
could not enjoy company pension plans or worked with little
income or benefits. Many come from families where the woman
stayed home to care for the children and therefore benefited from
only one income.

From Guelph, Cal Christie wrote: “Older people have a feeling
of vulnerability. Since most senior people are no longer ableto earn
their income through work, they need protection against wild
swingsin factors that have an effect on their income, such things as
low interest rates on investment certificates, sharp risesin property
tax on their dwelling places, legidation that claws back their
pension and or removes health care benefits”.

This sense of vulnerability was echoed by Mrs. Jean Marshall
also from Guel ph who wrote: *“When people are old and ill and less
able to deal with illness, it is sad that it is more difficult to get the
care needed”. She also wrote: “There is a growing fear among
older people regarding safety”.

® (1335)

Many people who wrote to me or spoke with me on thisideaaso
suggested the idea of alist of responsibilities and obligations that
should be included along with a bill of rights. These responsibili-
tiesinclude: preparation for retirement; reporting of any abuse; and
maintaining relationships with family and with friends. Those who
suggested these are concerned that with rights also come obliga-
tions. This is an interesting argument, and one that deserves our
attention as well.

As elected representatives, we are responsible to the people of
our community. Most important, we have an obligation to those
who need our help the most.

Governments across Canada are currently debating the division
of powers, levels of responsibility, savings in administration and
cuts to programs and services. There is probably no group more
supportive of deficit reduction efforts than seniors. However, in
discussing the future of public policy, we must always remember
that the decisions we make here and those made in provincial
legidatures and in town and city councils affect first and foremost,
people. Often it is those most in need, those less able to speak for
themselves who are affected the most and are hurt the greatest.

We must remember that seniors remain a group which is often
affected by changes in socia policies. We must always keep in
mind those who need us the most. As A.A. Mclntosh of Guelph
wrote: ‘“We do not want any elaborate window dressing, just the
basics’.
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| often talk here in the House and elsewhere about how al of
us in this great country are connected. Lower interest rates are
welcomed by the young couple buying their first house. They are
good news for the car dealer in Guelph—Wellington. They help
our economy. But for those seniors who live on investment
income, lower interest rates mean doing less with less. That does
not mean we should raise interest rates, but it is a reminder that
what benefits some of us hurts others.

Cuts to health care may make the system more efficient. They
may end duplication and waste, but this probably means longer
waits for seniors who because of their age require more medical
attention than they did when they were younger.

We need to remember that all of our decisions as public policy
leaders have implications. We cannot forget that our seniors are
often most affected by even the smallest change. We owe it to them
to be ever watchful, that not even one segment of society is
forgotten while we do what we are here to do: balance the budget
while never forgetting the human element.

As | said earlier, | am grateful to the hundreds of constituents
and other Canadians who have offered advice and suggestions. Not
all comments were supportive of this initiative. However al
brought home the need to encourage, respect and protect Canada’'s
seniors.

There were many heart warming comments. ElIma Loeb from
Bradford, Ontario shared with me this comment she read from a
70-year old Canadian woman in 1980: * Being old means shopping
at the discount table for the mouldy fruits and vegetables wrapped
in cellophane”. Mrs. lvan Morphy from Pembroke, Ontario stated:
“Any Canadian citizen has earned the right in their senior yearsto
live in peace and safety and be protected from violence”. Her
husband added: ** The cost of living isthe cost of keeping you from

dying”.

The main themes that have arisen from this consultation are
fairness, understanding and dignity. We know the Prime Minister
often referred to the dignity of work during the last campaign. We
know when an individual earns a salary and provides for his or
herself and their family, there is a satisfaction which is difficult to
describe.

So too when a person reaches their senior years, these should be
enjoyed because they have been earned. The very least that society
can provide is respect, freedom from abuse and concern. The very
most we can do is to ensure that the senior years are spent with the
dignity that is deserved for the individuals who have contributed to
help make thisthe very best country in the world. Many seniorsjust
want the basics. Vic Galliford of Guelph offered the simple
comment of “‘the right to food, health, housing and dignity” .
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The reason for this bill of rights is not complicated. Many
seniors face poverty, violence, fear and lack of financial resources.
| hope this discussion raises awareness to these concerns. Most
important, | hope we can also raise sensitivities. Many Canadians
lack concern because they do not understand the issues which face
many of our seniors. Government cannot and should not do it
alone.

In this House on October 25, 1951, almost 45 years ago, the Hon.
Paul Martin Senior spoke these words which | hope summarize
what we are attempting to do with this bill of rights: * Thismeasure
marks our resolute determination to give new meaning and value to
cherished concepts and to press forward toward our ideals of social
betterment’’. He went on to say: ** Our objective is to build for our
people a secure and free way of life, which will enable them to live
with their neighbours in peace and enjoy the fruits of their own
industry’’. Mr. Martin was speaking to a motion which would give
Canadians reaching age 70 a pension of $40 a month.

Since those words were spoken, we have faced the challenge of
debt and deficit reduction. This has caused us to aso challenge
some of the principles of universality but not of protection.
However, | am proud that our new seniors benefit provides support
and protection for those most in need. As Mr. Martin said about the
old age security in 1951, | believe that our seniors benefit is
“manifested in the formulation of legislation responsibly con-
ceived and designed to meet the social needs of the timesin which
we live”.

John O’ Connor of the Senior Peer Advisory Servicein Guelphis
quoted in the Guelph Mercury as saying about this initiative: *“We
would like to be recognized as vital human beings at an age when
we can give back to society the things society has given to us”.
And at the very least, he says that the opportunity to talk about
seniors is good.

| believe that a seniors hill of rights should be enacted by
Parliament if only to remind us that seniors have rights and
obligations. | cared for my parents as they grew older and | now
understand how much life changes for people who can no longer
look after themselves. It is our obligation as leaders in Canada to
look after those who need our help. Seniors need our care and
protection. They need our help to live their lives with dignity,
respect and peace.

Some day we will look back to see what we could have done to
make our situations better. It has been said that a society is judged
by the way it treats the most vulnerable of its citizens. It iswhat the
Liberal Party stands for. Let us work together for those who need
our help now, and for us, and for our children who will need our
help in the future. For some day we will be them.
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[Translation]

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, | am very pleased to support Motion M-265 standing in
the name of my colleague for Guel ph—Wellington, which reads as
follows:

That in the opinion of this House, seniors play a vital role in our country, and
therefore the government should direct that the Standing Committee on Justice and
Legal Affairs proceed with the drafting of a Seniors Bill of Rights, aimed at
acknowledging the rights of seniors to live full and protected lives in Canada.

Our society’s dominant values focus primarily on productivity
and the importance of youth. Older people are, unfortunately, often
vulnerable. Solitude, isolation, financial insecurity, and various
types of dependency make them so. They are most certainly
entitled to lead full and protected lives. It is absolutely vita to do
away with prejudices about seniors.

® (1345)

Although there is a broad range of programs and benefits for
seniors, there are many challenges which need to be overcome if
they are to enjoy those full lives.

Being a retired teacher myself, | have represented seniors
organizations on a number of occasions, defending seniors and
protecting their rights. | have been particularly involved in working
to gain recognition for Grandparents Day.

Recently, | brought to the attention of this House that the United
Nations had designated October 1 as international senior citizens
day. In fact, the UN General Assembly has already drafted
principles specifically designed to help senior citizens live better
during the years they have gained.

These principles are as follows. independence, participation,
care, persona development and dignity. The United Nations be-
lieves, for instance, that senior citizens should be able to live in a
secure environment which can be adapted to their personal prefer-
ence and their changing capabilities.

Furthermore, there is general agreement that senior citizens
should be ableto livein their own homesaslong as possible. Asfor
participation, it is desirable that senior citizens be able to join
movements or associations for senior citizens.

In Canada, there are many senior citizens associations, and their
opinions are important. They have at times influenced, and often
have the power to influence, controversial political decisions.

There are several associations for senior citizens in Quebec, and
I will name a few: I’ Association québécoise de défense des droits
des retraités (AQDR), le Regroupement des personnes a laretraite
(CTM-FTQ), la Codlition des ainés du Québec, la Fédération de

I’Age d'or du Québec (FADOQ), I’ Association des retraités en
enseignement du Québec (AREQ), of which | am also a member.

These associations represent a host of senior citizens who stand
up for their rights while finding ways to improve their quality of
life.

| am aways delighted to be a guest speaker at meetings of these
associations, because | support their desire for and their interest in
having an active and rewarding life.

Recently, at the beginning of September, | was invited to be the
guest speaker by asenior citizens group in theriding of Bourassain
Montreal North. At this meeting, | quoted some excerpts from the
Pelletier report, Vers un nouvel équilibre des ages: Rapport du
groupe d’ experts sur les personnes agées, tabled at the end of 1991.
Here is excerpt: “The most important part of any strategy and
action aimed at improving the well-being of senior citizens is that
they should have a chance to go on living in the manner to which
they have become accustomed during most of their lives, if that is
what they prefer”.

Obviously, making constant cuts in the social programs that
protect the most vulnerable, including senior citizens, is not the
way to achieve the objective of a full and rewarding life.

A seniors' hill of rightsisvalid as such, but it is not the only way
to improve their quality of life. All the criteria established by the
United Nations should be applied. These criteria will be discussed
later on.

Recently, the third international seminar of the Petits freres des
pauvres was held, organized jointly with the centre Berthiaume-Du
Tremblay and I’ Association québécoise de gérontologie in Mon-
treal, under the theme: The courage to age.

Seniors found origina ways of expressing themselves, using
short plays for inter-active theatre, workshops, discussion groups
and intervention groups. In this way they expressed their views on
aging and tried to find new ways of coping with old age.

® (1350)

Another example shows how important it isto form associations
or committees. In Montreal, mayor Pierre Bourque used the
occasion of international seniors day to announce the setting up of
a seniors committee which will make sure that seniors are listened
to and respected and that they have a say in the way the affairs of
the city are managed.

He mentioned that Montreal has the highest percentage of
seniorsin all of Quebec, and that the worst isyet to come, since the
average age in Quebec, which was 29 in 1981, is now 35.

Another criterion mentioned by the United Nations involves
health care. Seniors should have access to the kind of health care
which will help them maintain or recover optimum physical mental
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and emotional well-being, which in turn will prevent or delay the
onset of disease.

The other criterion mentioned by the United Nations deals with
personal growth. Seniors should be able to fully develop their
potential, and have access to the educational, cultural, spiritual,
and leisure resources society has to offer.

The last criterion is also very important. Seniors should be able
to live with dignity and be safe from exploitation, as well as
physica or psychological abuse. They should be treated fairly,
regardless of their age, sex, race, religion, ethnic origin, handicap
or other characteristics, and be appreciated regardless of their
contribution to the economy.

Through these criteria, we realize seniors have their place in the
world. However, for them to live full and protected lives, we must
change attitudes by not considering them as a burden anymore.

Canadaalso took a stand to protect them. For instance, in section
15, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms forbids discrimi-
nation based on age. Thus, the Supreme Court has already indicated
that some forms of discrimination may be justified by higher
considerations. The government also abolished mandatory retire-
ment more than ten years ago.

However, the government seems to be casting some doubt on
this by imitating the American policy, whereby, for purposes of
security benefits, the age of retirement will go from 65 to 67 years
in 2024.

We must first eliminate prejudice against seniors by educating
the public in order to change negative attitudes on aging. Seniors
are not a burden on society but a great wealth. | have indicated the
main criteria underlying approaches taken by the United Nations
because seniors make a substantial contribution on a global scale.

I will continue to defend seniors' interests and endeavour to
always intervene so they can live full and safe lives throughout
Canada and in Quebec, as Motion M-265 provides.

In conclusion, | want to congratulate all seniors on their con-
tribution to our society.

[English]

Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, the member for Guelph—Wellington is very sincere in
putting forward this private member’s bill. | know she has senior’s
issues at heart and she wishes nothing but the best for them.

In recognizing me, Mr. Speaker, | would like to let you and
members know that | have been speaking on senior’sissues since |
cameto this House. In fact, | have spent the last three years talking
to more seniors probably than anyone else in the House. My time
has been mainly spent working for their rights.

Private Members' Business

As many members here know, | took up the cause of access of
grandparents, our seniors, to their grandchildren shortly after | was
sworn in as an MP. The issue had been the subject of private
members' bills in previous Parliaments. In fact, the member for
Nepean had a bill which basically made similar changes to the
Divorce Act as the one | proposed.

® (1355)

My bill, having been chosen as votable, gave me the opportunity
to meet and talk with many of Canada’s senior citizens from all
parts of Canada. | have often marvelled at the tenacity of this
group, our seniors, and their ability to organize in support of issues
of which they approve.

| have enjoyed every minute of my contacts with grandparents’
associations across the country. | have had many conversations
with them about seniors issues and how they should be ap-
proached. This is a segment of our society which is very vulner-
able: vulnerable to abuse, vulnerable to poverty and vulnerable to
poor health. These are the issues we should be addressing. This
vulnerability will be neither addressed nor resolved by a hill of
rights. The seniors of our country need to have these issues
addressed in a positive fashion by the government. They need
legidation and they need laws.

Quite frankly, after the way the members of the government
voted against a private member’s bill which would put in place a
mechanism to allow easier access for grandparents to their grand-
children, | have no faith in the government to address seniors
issues. Liberal members opposite had the chance in the justice
committee just afew weeks ago to support the seniors of Canada by
voting in favour of agrandparentsright of accessto their grandchil-
dren. It was aspecia bill. They voted against each and every clause
and then they voted not to return it to the House of Commons for
third reading.

The member for Guel ph—Wellington spoke of the right to food,
health, housing and dignity. A very major part of the equation is
missing: the right of accessto one's family. | have visited a number
of care homes and hospitals. Each Christmas | go to the hospitals,
unannounced, no press or anything, and | visit the terminally ill.
What | notice most is the absence of family members.

If we in the House of Commonsreally care about our seniors and
if we really want to address their rights, a bill of rights is not the
way to do it. Make people more aware of how important it is for
seniors to have family members visit them when they are sick and
dying. Let members of the House realize and support how impor-
tant it is that they see their grandchildren before they die.

The government had a chance to help seniors and its members
took the opportunity to heap more abuse on our seniors, on our
grandparents, by defeating that bill. All the bill asked for was the
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right to go to the courts to ask to see their grandchildren. What a
terrible thing to have to ask for.

How dare members of the government propose a seniors’ bill of
rights when in the committee rooms of this place they voted against
the legitimate aspirations of our seniors, of our grandparents.

What else have government members done for seniors? Have
they resolved the CPP problem so those collecting it now can look
forward to collecting it in the future? The answer is, of course, no.
Have they looked seriously at the problems of old age security
payments and the income supplement? The answer again is no.
There was a promise in the last budget that these issues would be
addressed, but only after the next election. What has been done
with health care for seniors? Again, the answer is nothing.

If the seniors of Canada needed a bill of rights it would only be
to protect them from the arrogance and the inaction of this Liberal
government.

What do our seniors need? What are the issues that we should be
addressing? In June 1993 the subcommittee on senior citizens
health issues of the House standing committee on health and
welfare issued a report entitled * Breaking the silence on the abuse
of older Canadians: Everyone's concern” . It starts with the phrase:
‘“Abuse thrives in secrecy”. If you can break the silence you can
often break the abuse. Let us try to break this silence.

This report breaks abuse down into four categories. Physical
abuse includes the wilful, direct infliction of physical pain or
injury, rough handling, shoving, slapping, pinching, hitting, kick-
ing, restriction of freedom of movement and sexual abuse.

® (1400)

Let us look at psychological abuse, which refers to socialy
isolating, threatening, yelling at, infantizing or withholding affec-
tion or denying privileges to a person. That happens often.

Financial or materia exploitation is another abuse. It isinvolved
in the theft or conversion of money or objects of value belonging to
the senior by a relative or caretaker. How often do those pension
cheques go into the hands of some member of the family? Once a
month they come to visit the elder, pick up the pension cheque and
are gone. That is happening in Canada today all too often.

Neglect is another abuse. It involves failing to provide the
necessities of life including adequate heat, clothing, hygienic
conditions and the denia of socia interaction. For those seniors
whom | see so much on their own, there is no social interaction
unlessthey arein aseniors’ home wherethey can interact with each
other. That is the only opportunity.

| believe these categories of abuse can be addressed in many
varied ways. Financial abuse, which also means uncertainty of
income would be addressed through the Canada pension plan, old
age security and income supplement; real legislation to make real
laws, not a plague to hang on the wall. That is not going to help
them at al in their old age and when they need money. Let us
ensure that the elderly of our country who need assistance from the
state get it. It is not any more complicated than that.

With regard to neglect, let us look at our health care system to
ensure that it meets the needs of our seniors. We must ensure that
inequities in the system do not appear and rob seniors of needed
care. We must look at prevention of illness rather than just treating
the sick. We must look at enhancing peopl€’s capacity to cope.

In this regard emphasis should be placed on treating our elderly
wherethey live, home care that takes place in surroundings that are
familiar to our seniors. We all know that when seniors leave their
own homes often they die much quicker.

We should also address the issues that confront those who
provide care to the elderly. We all can recite stories of families we
know who are stressed to the limit as they look after their own
children as well as aging parents. The demands on this type of
family situation are enormous. They must be addressed as part of
our health care issues.

We also should do more to educate all members of the public,
but especially seniors, that elder abuse is a crime. It should be
punished. Whether somebody is 20 years old or 80 years old, theft
is theft. We should tighten the rules by which powers of attorney
are obtained from seniors. We should make sure by passing lawsto
make it more difficult to get a power of attorney. We should ensure
that their consent is given freely and legitimately.

Physical abuse or assault, or sexual assault is punishable under
the Criminal Code and should be treated as such. Psychological
abuses could be addressed by sections of the code on assault by
means of threats and intimidation. Neglect could be provided for
by the section imposing a duty to provide necessities of life to a
person under on€e's charge if that person is disabled by virtue of
age, illness or other cause.

The issues affecting our seniors are many and they are serious.
They will be solved by action, not by writing abill of rights, not by
putting another piece of paper on the wall. Discrimination on the
basis of age is protected under the charter of rights and freedoms.
Action is needed on the fronts that | have listed, action which | am
afraid will not be forthcoming from this government, given its
track record to date.

Mr. Harold Culbert (Carleton—Charlotte, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, | thank the House for the opportunity to speak on the motion
M-265, the seniors' hill of rights.
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Since the origins of the baby boom, the number of prospective
seniors has been increasing. Our population is aging. As a country
we must face new concerns and new issues regarding the care and
the management of an increasing aging population.

In light of these new concerns, Canadians must seriously
consider the implications that a greatly increasing number of
seniors will have on our country. This concern is manageable so
long as proper planning and thought are initiated in order to protect
the quality of life of seniorsin Canada as more baby boomers enter
the retirement age.

As amanagement tool or guideline my colleague, the hon.mem-
ber for Guel ph—Wellington, has drafted motion M-265 detailing a
seniors' bill of rights to acknowledge the rights of seniorsto live a
full and proactive life. | congratulate the member for Guelph—
Wellington on thisinitiative and | assure her of my support in order
to move this initiative forward.

® (1405)

Today seniors are concerned about health care, persona fi-
nances, discrimination based on age and abuse. Many feel over-
whelmed with the new information technology and the fast pace
today's society maintains. However, seniors are a wedth of
information and knowledge, particularly due to the fact that most
of their insights are based on firsthand persona experience.

There must be a balance between the vigour, the enthusiasm and
the vitality of today’s youth and the firsthand experience and
knowledge of our seniors. While our society expands and grows
through technology, it is till only as good as the knowledge, the
insight and the expertise of those operating it. An ideal community
would have a balance between the technical training of youth and
the knowledge and wisdom of our seniors.

The issues seniors face today will not be foreign to any of us at
some point in our lives. Whether we like it or not, we are all aging.
We can al look forward to seniorhood, in many casesin the not too
distant future.

When | think of seniors, awell known individual in my riding of
Carleton—Charlotte comes to mind. | often refer to him as my
fisheries historian. His name is Floyd Hawkins. Mr. Hawkins has
contributed a great deal to Carleton—Charlotte and to the fishing
industry through his experience and his expertise working in the
fishery.

Throughout his senior years he has continued to provide a vast
amount of helpful direction, input and wisdom, al based on
firsthand experience. From issues detailing fish stocks to species
behavioural patterns to the mentality behind a traditional fishery,
Mr. Hawkins' knowledge, based on firsthand experience, cannot be
matched.

Private Members' Business

Canadians must recognize the contributions seniors can make to
society on every level. Seniors must not be overlooked simply
because they have become older. They have too much to offer
Canada.

In conclusion, Motion M-265, the seniors’ hill of rights, isa step
in the right direction. It is necessary to create awareness of the
needs of an aging population and for all of us to enjoy the
advantages of the knowledge and experience of our Canadian
seniors population.

[Translation]

Mr. Jean H. Leroux (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | too am
pleased to speak to this motion concerning the drafting a seniors
bill of rights. You know, seniors represent three phasesin our lives.
Thefirst one is when they are our grandparents. The second oneis
when they are our parents. And finally, if you and | are lucky, the
third one is when we ourselves become grandparents one day.

In my riding, there are people who work very hard. They have
reached a certain age, an honourable age, have retired and have
been working for al kinds of organizations ever since. For
example, in Granby, the Club du lundi is chaired by Marcel Maheu,
who is over 70 years old. He has also founded a group called
Civisme Granby, which tries, through various means, to bring
people to be more civil. Mr. Maheu has also been co-chairman of
the committee for the monument that was unveiled last week in
memory of Horace Boivin, former mayor of Granby who remained
the city’s ambassador until he was 89.

® (1410)

I would also like to mention Jeannot Tremblay-Bergeron, a
woman who for a number of years has served meals to people in
need in Granby. Sheisin her sixties and, everyday, with a group of
volunteers, she serves meals to the disadvantaged. There is aso
Roger Charbonneau. If the Bloc Quebecois is doing well in my
riding, it isthanksto the chairman of the Bloc association, who will
turn 75 on his next birthday.

When | was first elected, a group of seniors came to see me.
They were led by Léonard Viens, chairman of the seniors associa-
tion in Granby. They wanted to build a centre where they could get
together. During the last election campaign, the Liberal candidate
had promised them a hefty grant.

Shortly after | was elected, these people cameto my officeand |
had to tell them that unfortunately there were no longer any grants
for this type of construction. They were not discouraged, although
perhaps a little disappointed. They rolled up their sleeves and they
built their centre. And it is avery fine centre. | had the pleasure of
attending the opening, and there were over 500 people present. All
this is to say that when senior citizens have the health and the
means, they have the time and they can achieve great things.
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The situation now is that there are over 500,000 older Canadians
living in poverty. Most of them are women. Some studies show
conclusively a link between poverty and heath in old age.
Documentation submitted by seniors groups says, and | quote:
“We question the appropriateness of placing more restrictions on
seniors in the next federal budget, such as an old age security
clawback based on family income rather than on individual
income. This last proposal is an attack against senior women and
violates al principles of gender equality”.

We know there have been battles in the history of Quebec and
Canada. Women have asked for and even demanded equality and |
believe we would regress if we were to talk about family income
rather that individual income. Those women are among the poor in
our society.

Just because one has spent a life time raising children and
working very hard sometimes for not much money, that is no
reason to have to be poor as one grows older. We only have to think
of our parents and grand-parents, who worked very hard to raise
their family and may have lived in poverty al their life.

If the government wants to be consistent with the motion, it must
make sure that seniorsin our society livewith dignity till the end of
their days.

| want to pay tribute to my colleague, the member for Argen-
teuil—Papineau, who is the seniors critic for the Bloc Quebecois.
He does a fantastic job and is forever making us, in the Bloc
Quebecois, aware of how important it is to take seniors into
account and to treat them well.

In the last budget and in the finance minister’s proposals, it is
mentioned that, until the next election, pensions will be left alone.

® (1415)

If we really believe in the distribution of wealth, | think we are
not giving enough to the have nots. These people have worked all
their lives, and have earned the right to some financial security.

Let me tell you about an incident that took place in my riding,
which | am sure you have seen in your riding too, Mr. Speaker. An
elderly woman came to my office. | would say she was 70 although
it is hard to know exactly. She had not filed an application to
receive increased benefits. She was there, sitting in front of me and
| was deeply touched. We often see cases like that in our offices
and, even though people think we are heartless, you will agree that
thisis not the case. | was deeply moved when this lady showed me
her bank book and said: ‘‘Look, thisis al | have left”. She had
practically nothing left in her bank account. She had not received
her cheque.

Of course, we fixed the problem, but it took afew days, perhaps
even two weeks. This very poor woman—and there are many like

her in each of our ridings—was feeling insecure, which is a
frequent cause of illness.

We must simplify procedures and cut as much red tape as
possible so that when these people forget to fill out a form, for
example at the beginning of the year, they are not left out in the
cold.

As the hon. member who put forward the motion was saying, a
society isjudged on how it treats its poorest and weakest members,
that is to say, its young people and its senior citizens. | think
starting out in lifeis an extraordinary thing. But, as a people, wein
Quebec are working hard to achieve this goal, and in Canada, too,
to alow these people to maintain their dignity.

| support the motion and | think there should be a seniors’ bill of
rights. This government should be alittle more generous with these
people so they can enjoy full lives in our society.

[English]

Mr. Joseph Volpe (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | too want to state my firm support for
theintent of this motion, namely that we acknowledge the vital role
that seniors play in the life of our families, our communities and in
society.

It isimportant for us to keep in mind the government’s commit-
ment in this area as well. The government has demonstrated this
commitment and maintains it to ensure that federal programs and
services both meet seniors' changing needs and are co-ordinated
across government.

First and foremost in this regard is the development of anational
framework on aging which will deal with the current and future
needs of seniors in an aging society. The national framework is
based on a vision statement and a set of principles to guide policy
development. The vision statement and principles were approved
by the federal, provincial and territorial ministers responsible for
seniors at a recent meeting in June.

At that same meeting, ministers responsible for seniors aso
directed their officials to collaborate on several other issues of
immediate concern to seniors. These included the provision of
continuing care for seniors, support for caregivers of persons with
Alzheimer’s disease, palliative care and the risks involved in the
inappropriate use of medication.

At the federal level we have established an interdepartmental
committee on seniors issues comprising 15 departments and six
agenciesthat serve seniorsdirectly or for whom seniors are amajor
client group. The committee meets to review policy directions
relating to seniorsissues and to act as an early detection device for
emerging trends and pressures. It builds on some of the input that
members, like my colleague from Victoria—Haliburton who has
been anxious to intervene on this debate and who has ceded his
position to me, have been promoting in our caucus.
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We are also focusing our attention on seniors in situations of
risk, those who are aready at risk and those who are likely to
become so through our New Horizons: Partnersin Aging program.
Through this program, the federal government has supported many
community based projects which are attempting to address risk
situations related to care giving, abuse, neglect, isolation and
paliative care.

Improving the health outlook for Canadian seniorsis also a key
priority for Health Canada. With regard to one of the fundamental
rights of seniors of al age groups, the right to quality health care, |
want to assure this House of the government's commitment to
maintaining the principles of the CanadaHealth Act and renewal of
the health care system so that it remains responsive to the health
needs of seniors.

For example, the federal government contributed $2.5 million to
the Canadian multi-centre osteoporosis study. This study will
provide better insight into the causes and prevention of this disease
which affects some 1.4 million Canadians over the age of 50.

In addition, the National Advisory Council on Aging reports
directly to the minister of health and responds to expressed
priorities and concerns related to aging and seniors by providing
policy advice based on research and consultations with seniors
across Canada.

| want to assure all membersin the House that this government is
taking a proactive approach to addressing the priority concerns of
seniors. As our society continues to evolve, | hope we can
remember the increasingly important role that senior Canadians

play.

In closing, let me say that this government has moved to
acknowledge and underscore the vital role played by seniorsin our
country. It is undertaking activity on a number of fronts to ensure
that government policy is sensitive to seniors issues.

Mr. John O’ Reilly (Victoria—Haliburton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| want to thank the parliamentary secretary for shortening his time
in order to allow meto speak on Motion No. 265 of the member for
Guelph—Wellington on the seniors bill of rights. This motion to
direct the justice committee to draft a seniors bill of rightsis very
timely.

Private Members' Business

My riding of Victoria—Haliburton is very influenced by the
constant rise in the number of seniors, some very young seniors by
the way, who are retiring in beautiful rura ridings to enjoy the
tranquil settings, pristine lakes, nature trails and the many advan-
tagesto living in rural Canada. The riding of Victoria—Haliburton
is experiencing a boom from the Toronto area in the seniors
market. The growing market is a knowledge based group with
much to offer the communities they retire in.

Bobcaygeon village situated on three islands between Sturgeon
Lake and Pigeon Lake with the busiest lock on the Trent cana
system and about 750 miles of inland fresh water is experiencing
the fastest growth in the seniors market in Ontario.

The residents of Bobcaygeon and area lead all other areas in
responding to my surveys of constituents. The advice they forward
to me and my colleaguesis based on avery thorough understanding
of the issues of the day and a great understanding of history.

With this in mind, the seniors hill of rights would be very
welcome in my riding and other areas of similar nature, like
Guel ph—Wellington.

The Canadian Association of Retired Persons sent suggestions.
We dl agree with them.

| want to support the member for Guelph—Wellington in her
efforts to establish a seniors bill of rights and encourage al
members to lend their support.

Mr. Speaker, may you and all members and staff of the House of
Commons have a joyous Thanksgiving.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): The time provided for the
consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired. The
order is dropped from the Order Paper.

| aso join in in wishing everyone a happy Thanksgiving.
[Translation]

Happy Thanksgiving weekend to all of you.

It being 2.25 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday,
October 21, 1996, at 11 am., pursuant to Standing Orders 28 and
24.

(The House adjourned at 2.27 p.m.)
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Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of CanadianHeritage ............................ Restigouche— Chaleur ...  NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Assad, Mark . ... Gatineau— LalLiévre..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Assadourian, SarkiS . .. ..o DonValley North ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
Assalin,Gérard. ... ... Charlevoix .............. Quebec .............. BQ
AUQUSEINE, JEAN . .. ..o Etobicoke— Lakeshore ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Axworthy, Chris . ... . Saskatoon — Clark’s
Crossing ............outs Saskatchewan . ........ NDP
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs ................ Winnipeg SouthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Bachand,Claude ............... . i Saint=Jean............... Quebec .............. BQ
Baker, GEOrgE S, ... i Gander —GrandFalls .... Newfoundland ........ Lib.
Bakopanos, Eleni ... Sant-Denis ............. Quebec .............. Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue  LondonWest ............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen ... ... Brampton ............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Bélair,Réginald . ............. Cochrane— Superior .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Bélanger,Mauril ....... ... . Ottawa— Vanier ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
BélideRichard .......... ... .. LaPrairie................ Quebec .............. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel ........... ... ... .. Berthier— Montcalm ... .. Quebec .............. BQ
Bellemare, EUgENE . ... ...t Carleton—Gloucester .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Benoit, LEONE. ... ... Vegreville............... Alberta............... Ref.
Bergeron, Stéphane . ... Verchéres ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Bernier,Gilles . ... .. Beauce.................. Quebec .............. Ind.
Bernier,Maurice ............ i M égantic— Compton —
Stanstead . ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Bernier, Yvan .. ... Gaspé.........ooiiiinn. Quebec .............. BQ
Bertrand,Robert ......... .. ... Pontiac — Gatineau —
Labelle.................. Quebec .............. Lib
Bethel,Judy ........ ... EdmontonEast........... Alberta. .............. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio .......... ... YorkNorth .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Bhadurig,Jag ...... .o Markham — Whitchurch —
Stouffville............... Ontario .............. Ind. Lib.
Blaikie,Bill .. ... ... Winnipeg Transcona.. . . . .. Manitoba............. NDP
Blondin—Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth)  WesternArctic ........... Northwest Territories ..  Lib.
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry,
Minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister
of Western Economic Diversification .......................... Saskatoon— Dundurn .... Saskatchewan......... Lib.
Bonin,Raymond .............c. NickelBelt .............. Ontario .............. Lib.

Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Glengarry — Prescott —
Minister responsiblefor Francophonie . ........................ Russdll .................. ontario .............. Lib.
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Breitkreuz, Cliff .. ... Yellowhead.............. Alberta............... Ref.
Breitkreuz,Garry . ... ..o Yorkton —Melville ...... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Bridgman,Margaret .............. i Surrey North............. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Brien, Pierme ... . Témiscamingue .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Brown,Bonnie. ... Oakville—Milton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Brown, Jan .. ... Calgary Southeast . ....... Alberta............... Ind.
Brushett, Dianne . ...........uuniiiii e Cumberland —Colchester .  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Bryden,John ... ... .. Hamilton—Wentworth ... Ontario .............. Lib.
BYINE, GEITY . . e Humber — St. Barbe —
BaieVerte............... Newfoundland .. ...... Lib.
Caccig,Hon.Charles . ... Davenport ............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Calder, MUurray . ... Wellington — Grey —
Dufferin— Simcoe. . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance . . . .. StPaul’s................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . ..o Scarborough Centre... ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Canuel, RENE ... . . Matapédia— Matane ... .. Quebec .............. BQ
Caron, ANdré ... ... Jonquiére................ Quebec .............. BQ
Catterall,Marlene ........... OttawaWest ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional
Development—Quebec) ............... Outremont............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda .............. i Guelph—Weallington.. . .. . Oontario .............. Lib.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Peacific) ............. Richmond ............... British Columbia ... ... Lib.
Charest, HON. Jean J. ... ... e Sherbrooke .............. Quebec .............. PC
Chatters,David . ... Athabasca . .............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ........................ Saint—-Maurice ........... Quebec .............. Lib.
Chrétien, Jean—GUY . ..........tiriiti i Frontenac ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Clancy, Mary . ... Halifax.................. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Cohen, ShaUghNESSY . . ...t Windsor — St. Clair ... ... Oontario .............. Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M. ...t DonValleyEast.......... Ontario .............. Lib.
ColliNsS, BEMNIE . ..o e Souris— Moose Mountain Saskatchewan......... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB .. e Thunder Bay — Nipigon ..  Ontario .............. Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian
Heritage. . .. ..o HamiltonEast............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural
RESOUICES ... i Dauphin— SwanRiver ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Crawford, REX . ...t Kent.................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Créte, Paul . ... Kamouraska—Riviéere—du—
Loup ..o Quebec .............. BQ
Culbert, Harold .......... .. Carleton— Charlotte .. ... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
CUllen, ROY ... EtobicokeNorth.......... Ontario .............. Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e Deta ................... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Daphond—Guira,Madeleine................. ... ... ... L. LavalCentre............. Quebec .............. BQ
Daviault, Michel ......... ... ... .. Ahuntsic ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Debien,Maud . ....... ..t LavalEast............... Quebec .............. BQ
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina— Qu’ Appelle Saskatchewan......... NDP
deSavoye Pierre ... ..o Portneuf................. Quebec .............. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard ...t Abitibi ... Quebec .............. BQ
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs SimcoeNorth ............ ontario .............. Lib.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh .......... ... ... ... L. Vancouver South . ........ British Columbia . ..... Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . ........................ CapeBreton — East
Richmond ............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............... Saint—Laurent—Cartierville Quebec .............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation

Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of

Canada. . ... Vaudreuil ............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Dromisky, Stan . ... Thunder Bay — Atikokan .  Ontario .............. Lib.
DUb ANtOINE . ... ... Lévis ................... Quebec .............. BQ
Duceppe, GIlles . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie... Quebec .............. BQ
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ............. Manitoba............. Lib.
DUMas,MaUriCe . ... ..o Argenteuil — Papineau.... Quebec .............. BQ
DUNcan, JONN . ... North lsland — Powell River British Columbia . .. ... Ref.
Dupuy, Hon. Michel ....... ... ... ... LavalWest .............. Quebec .............. Lib.
Baster, Wayne . ... Malpeque ............... PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade .......... YorkCentre ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
English,John ... .. . Kitchener................ Ontario .............. Lib.
Epp, Ken .o Elkidand ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Fewchuk, RON ... ... Selkirk —Red River ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Fillion,Gilbert ....... .. Chicoutimi .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Finestone,Hon.Sheila ............ ... i Mount Royal ............ Quebec .............. Lib.
Finlay,John . ... . Oxford.................. Ontario .............. Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdadle— HighPark .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Fontana, JoB . ... LondonEast ............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Forseth,Paul . ... NewWestminster —

Burnaby ................ BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Frazer,Jack . . ... Saanich— Gulf IsSlands ... BritishColumbia .. .... Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (M ulticulturalism)(Status of

WOMEBN) .o Vancouver Centre ........ British Columbia ... ... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ................. Oontario .............. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the

Government intheHouseof Commons........................ Saint—-Léonard ........... Quebec .............. Lib.
Gagnon, Christiange . ....... ..ottt Québec ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Gagnon, Patrick . ......... . Bonaventure —iles—de—a—

Madeleine............... Quebec .............. Lib.
Gallaway,ROgEr ... .. Sarnia— Lambton ....... Oontario .............. Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ....................... Roberval ................ Quebec .............. BQ
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. Portage— Interlake. . .. ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Gilmour, Bill . ... . Comox — Alberni ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International

COoOPEration . ... DonValeyWest ......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Godin,MaUriCe . ... Chéteauguay . ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food . . . .. Regina—Wascana. . . ... .. Saskatchewan......... Lib.
GOUK, JIM Kootenay West —

Revelstoke .............. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Graham, Bill .. ... Rosedale ................ Ontario .............. Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons

and SolicitorGeneralof Canada .............................. WindsorWest . ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Grey,Deborah . ... ... BeaverRiver............. Alberta. .............. Ref.
GroSE, IVaN ... Oshawa ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Grubel, Herb . . ..o Capilano— Howe Sound .  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Guarnieri,Albina........ ... MississaugaEast ... ...... Ontario .............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . ... Laurentides.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Guimond, Michel ......... ... Beauport —

Montmorency —Orléans.. Quebec .............. BQ
Hanger, Art ..o CalgaryNortheast ........ Alberta............... Ref.
Hanrahan,Hugh . ........ . ... Edmonton — Strathcona ..  Alberta............... Ref.

Harb,Mac ... .. OttawaCentre............ Ontario .............. Lib.



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harper, BEd. ... o SimcoeCentre ........... Ontario .............. Ref.
Harper,Elijah .. ... Churchill ................ Manitoba............. Lib.
Harper,Stephen ... CalgaryWest ............ Alberta............... Ref.
Harris, DiCK ... ..o Prince George — Bulkley

Valley .................. BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Hart, JImM ..o Okanagan —

Similkameen—Merritt ...  BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works

and GoOvernmMeNt SErVICES . . . ...ttt Winnipeg St. James . ... ... Manitoba............. Lib.
Hayes, Sharon . ........ ..o Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Hermanson, Elwin ....... .. ... . Kinderdey —Lloydminster ~ Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Hickey,Bonnie ..... ... . ... St.John'sEast ........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Hill,Grant . ... Macleod ................ Alberta............... Ref.
Hill,day ..o Prince George — Peace

River ................... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Hoeppner, JakeE. . ... ... Lisgar —Marquette ... ... Manitoba............. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard ........... ..o Renfrew — Nipissing —

Pembroke ............... ontario .............. Lib.
Hubbard,Charles. ...........coo Miramichi ............... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
1aNN0, TONY ... Trinity — Spadina........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Iftody, David ... Provencher .............. Manitoba............. Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ~ Sault Ste. Marie .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury

Board .. ... Bruce—Grey ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Jacob,Jean—MarC . ... Charlesbourg ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Jennings, Daphne. ... ... Mission— Coquitlam.. .. .. British Columbia ... ... Ref.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin. ............. Alberta............... Ref.
Jordan, JiM . ... Leeds— Grenville ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt . Ontario .............. Lib.
Kerpan, Allan .. ... Moose Jaw — Lake Centre Saskatchewan. ........ Ref.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ... ... HamiltonWest ........... Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole ......... Stormont — Dundas . ... . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the

Whole ... Edmonton Southeast . . . . .. Alberta............... Lib.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justiceand PrinceAlbert — Churchill

Attorney Generalof Canada. . ... River ................... Saskatchewan. . .. .. ... Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ...ttt e e e e e Elgin— Norfolk ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ... York —Simcoe.......... Oontario .............. Lib.
Lalonde FranCing ...t Mercier ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Landry, JEan . ... Lotbiniere ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . ... ..o Bellechasse.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Lastewka,Walt . .. ... St.Catharines ............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Laurin, ReNE ... .. Joliette. ................. Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne Laurent ....... ... Beauharnois— Salaberry ..  Quebec .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond ......... ...t Verdun — Saint—Paul . . ... Quebec .............. Lib.
Lebel,Ghidain. ... Chambly ................ Quebec .............. BQ
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Cape Breton Highlands —

Affairs .. Canso.........ccoent. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Leblanc,NiC ... Longueuil ............... Quebec .............. BQ
e, DEreK .o Scarborough — Rouge River Ontario .............. Lib.
Lefebvre R§ean ... .. ... Champlain .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Leroux, Gaston . ........coiiiiii i Richmond —Wolfe ...... Quebec .............. BQ

Leroux,JeanH. ... ... .. Shefford ................ Quebec .............. BQ



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Lincoln, Clifford . ...... ... Lachine— Lac—Saint-Louis Quebec .............. Lib.
Loney,John ... ... Edmonton North ......... Alberta. .............. Lib.
Loubier, YVan . ... Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .  Quebec .............. BQ
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic
CanadaOpportunitieSAQENCY) . .....ovve i Cadigan ................ Prince Edward Island Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International
Trade ... Dartmouth............... NovaScotia .......... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... ... . CapeBreton — The Sydneys NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Malhi,Gurbax Singh . ... Bramalea— Gore— Malton Ontario .............. Lib.
Maloney,John . ... ... Erie .................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic
Canada Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic
Diversification and Minister responsiblefor the Federal Office of
Regional Development—Quebec ..o, OttawaSouth ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . .. ... Calgary Southwest . .. ... .. Alberta............... Ref.
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... ... ... . Québec—Est.............. Quebec .............. BQ
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of the Environment ................. YorkWest............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government
SEIVICES . it Sudbury ...l Oontario .............. Lib.
Martin, Keith ... o Esquimalt— JuandeFuca. BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard ........ Quebec .............. Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister
responsibleforInfrastructure .......... ... ... .. L Hull —Aylmer .......... Quebec .............. Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... ... Cariboo — Chilcotin . ... ... British Columbia ... ... Ref.
McCleland,lan ... Edmonton Southwest . . ... Alberta............... Ref.
McCormick, Larry .. ... Hastings— Frontenac —
Lennox and Addington.... Ontario .............. Lib.
MCGUITE,JOB ..ottt e e e Egmont ................. PrinceEdwardIsland .. Lib.
McKinnon, Glen . ... Brandon — Souris........ Manitoba............. Lib.
McLaughlin,Hon. Audrey . ... Yukon .................. Yukon .............. NDP
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources ............... Edmonton Northwest ... .. Alberta............... Lib.
McTeague,Dan ....... ..o Oontario ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand
AN . . .ottt Vancouver Quadra. ... . ... BritishColumbia . .. ... Lib.
Ménard,Réal ....... ... . ... Hochelaga— Maisonneuve  Quebec .............. BQ
Mercier,Paul . ........ .. Blainville—Deux-
Montagnes .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Meredith,Val . ... Surrey — White Rock —
SouthLangley ........... BritishColumbia . .. ... Ref.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans ............... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception .............. Newfoundland .. ...... Lib.
Milliken,Peter . ... Kingstonandthelslands .. Ontario .............. Lib.
Mills,Bob . ..o RedDeer ................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Mills, DENNIST. ...t Broadview — Greenwood .  Ontario .............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration ........... Beaches— Woodbine .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Mitchell, Andy . ... Parry Sound — Muskoka.. Ontario .............. Lib.
MOITiSON, LEE . ... Swift Current — Maple
Creek —Assiniboia ...... Saskatchewan......... Ref.
Murphy, John .. ... AnnapolisValey —Hants  NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Murray, [an . ... Lanark —Carleton ....... Ontario .............. Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human
ResourcesDevelopment ... Kenora— Rainy River .... Ontario .............. Lib.
NUNEzZ, Osvaldo . ... Bourassa ................ Quebec .............. BQ



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
NUNZIata, JONN . ... York South—Weston .... Ontario .............. Lib.
O'Brien,LawrenceD. . ... Labrador ................ Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
O Brien,Pat ... London —Middlesex . .... Ontario .............. Lib.
OReilly,John . ... Victoria— Haliburton .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ....... WinnipegNorth .......... Manitoba............. Lib.
Paradis, DeniS. . ...t Brome—Missisquoi ..... Quebec .............. Lib.
Paré, Philippe ... ..o LouisHébert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ........... ... ... ... L. Welland — St. Catharines —

Thorold ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Parrish,Carolyn ... MississaugaWest . .. ...... Oontario .............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs

and NorthernDevelopment ......... .. ..., Pierrefonds—Dollard .... Quebec .............. Lib.
Payne, Jean . ... St. John'sWest........... Newfoundland . ....... Lib.
Penson,Charlie ... PeaceRiver .............. Alberta............... Ref.
Peric, Janko . ... Cambridge .............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLtULIONS) . ... oo ScarboroughEast . . .. .. ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Peterson, Jim . ... Willowdale.............. Ontario .............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment  Papineau — Saint-Michel . Quebec .............. Lib.
Phinney,Beth .. ... ... .. HamiltonMountain ... .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Picard,Pauline ....... ... .. i Drummond .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand

Agri—Food ... Essex —Kent............ Ontario .............. Lib.
Pillitteri,Gary .. ... NiagaraFalls............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... Richdlieu................ Quebec .............. BQ
Pomerleau, ROger . ... ... Anjou —Riviére—des—

Prairies.................. Quebec .............. BQ
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. .. ... Hillsborough ............ Prince Edward Island Lib.
Ramsay,Jack ....... ... Crowfoot................ Alberta............... Ref.
Reed, Julian ....... ... Halton—Ped ........... Ontario .............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... . HalifaxWest ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Perth — Wellington —

Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs ...................... Waterloo ................ Oontario .............. Lib.
Rideout, GEOrgesS. ... ..o Moncton ................ New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Riis, NEISON ... Kamloops ............... British Columbia . ..... NDP
Ringma, Bob ... ... .. Nanaimo— Cowichan .... BritishColumbia...... Ref.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of

Committeesof theWhole . .............. ... ... it Madawaska— Victoria ... NewBrunswick ....... Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and

Agri—Food, FisheriesandOceans) ....................coooun.. Beausgour .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration...  Saint-Henri — Westmount Quebec .............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend J. ...... ... . Burnaby — Kingsway .... BritishColumbia ...... NDP
Rocheleal, YVES ... o Trois-Riviéres ........... Quebec .............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada  EtobicokeCentre . ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent ... ... Algoma ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
StLaurent,Bernard ........... Manicouagan ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Sauvageau,Benoit . ... Terrebonne .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... OkanaganCentre ......... British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SCOtt, ANAY . ..o Fredericton— York —

Sunbury ... New Brunswick ....... Lib.
SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...t British Columbia . ..... Ref.
SETEBENOTt . ... Timiskaming— French

River ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Sheridan,Georgette . . ... Saskatoon— Humboldt ... Saskatchewan......... Lib
Silye, JIM CalgaryCentre ........... Alberta............... Ref
SIMmMons, HON. ROGEr ... ... Burin— St. George's .. . ... Newfoundland . ....... Lib
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ot CentralNova ............ NovaScotia .......... Lib
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden ...... Saskatchewan. ........ NDP
Speaker, RaY ... Lethbridge .............. Alberta............... Ref
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand— Norfolk .... Ontario .............. Lib
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)  Northumberland. .. ....... Oontario .............. Lib
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue .................. Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref
Strahl, Chuck . ... ... FraserValleyEast ........ BritishColumbia . ..... Ref
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Taylor, Len . ... TheBattlefords — Meadow
Lake.................... Saskatchewan......... NDP

Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Waterloo ................ Ontario .............. Lib
TETaNa, ANNA. . . oot et e VancouverEast .......... BritishColumbia . ..... Lib
Thalheimer, Peter .. ... Timmins— Chapleau . . . .. Ontario .............. Lib
Thompson, Myron . ... ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib
Tremblay,Benoit . ............ i Rosemont ............... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,Stéphan ..............c i Lac—Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ...... ... Rimouski — Témiscouata . Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,ROSE-Marie . ..o Lambton —Middlesex .... Ontario .............. Lib
Valeri, TONY ..o Lincoln ................. Ontario .............. Lib
Vanclief,Lyle. ... PrinceEdward —Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib
Venng Piermrette . ... Saint—Hubert ............ Quebec .............. BQ
Verran, Harry ... SouthWest Nova. ........ NovaScotia .......... Lib
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton —Lawrence. .. .. Oontario .............. Lib
Walker,David ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. Lib
Wappel, TOM .. ScarboroughWest . ....... Oontario .............. Lib
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
WEIS, DErEK . ..o SouthShore ............. NovaScotia .......... Lib
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex —Windsor ........ Ontario .............. Lib.
White,Randy . ... ... FraserValleyWest ....... British Columbia ... ... Ref
White, Ted ... NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defence and Minister of

VeteransAffairs .. ... Acadie—Bathurst .. ..... New Brunswick . ...... Lib.
Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Governmentin the

Houseof COMMONS. . ... Fundy —Royal .......... New Brunswick . ...... Lib

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; BQ-Bloc Québécois; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; NDP-New Democratic

Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the

Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ... o CalgaryNorth........................ Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Vegreville ... Ref.
Bethel, Judy . ... EdmontonEast....................... Lib.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
BrOWN, JaN ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ind.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ...l Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... BeaverRiver ......................... Ref.
Hanger, At .. CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hanrahan, Hugh . . .. ..o Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
Harper, Stephen . ... CalgaryWest .............coooiiiitt. Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. ..................oon... Ref.
Kilgour, David, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole......... Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
Loney, JoNN ... . EdmontonNorth ..................... Lib.
Manning, Preston . . .. ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan .. ... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLellan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Natural Resources . . ...........coooviiiiinnn. .. Edmonton Northwest ................. Lib.
Mills, BOD . .o o RedDeer ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
Sy, JIM CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
SPEAKES, RAY ..o Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert......... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o KootenayEast ....................... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Ministerof Transport. . ... ..., Victoria . ... Lib.
Bridgman,Margaret . ............ .o SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ........................... Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN . .o e e e e e e Deta ...........coo i Ref.
Dhaliwal,HarbanceSingh ........ .. ... Vancouver South ..................... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Northlsland—Powel| River ........... Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... NewWestminster—Burnaby........... Ref.
Frazer,JaCk . . ... Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Comox—Alberni..................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM .o Kootenay West—Revelstoke. .......... Ref.
Grubel, Herb . . . Capilano—Howe Sound .............. Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.
Hart, JIm ..o Okanagan— Similkameen—Merritt. . . .. Ref.
Hayes, Sharon . ... Port Moody—Coquitlam.............. Ref.

Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.
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Jennings, Daphine. . ... .. Mission—Coquitlam.................. Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ... Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans. ... .. . .. VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... Surrey—White Rock—South Langley ..  Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ..........ccooiiiiiiiit, NDP
RINgMa, BOD .. ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Kingsway ................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e OkanaganCentre ..................... Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValleyEast .................... Ref.
TETANA, ANNA. . . oottt e e e e e e e VancouverEast ...................... Lib.
White, Randy . . ... .. FraserValleyWest ................... Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill .. ... WinnipegTranscona . ................. NDP
Cowling, Marlene, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources. .. ... ... Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Lib.
Duhamel, Ronald J. . ... St.Boniface ... Lib.
Fewchuk, RON . ... Selkirk—RedRiver................... Lib.
Gerrard, Hon. Jon, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Devel opment)(Western

EconomicDiversification) ........ ... Portage—Interlake . .................. Lib.
Harper, Elijah . ... Churchill ............................ Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

STV IO . ettt WinnipegSt.James ................... Lib.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Lisgar—Marquette . .................. Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
McKIinnoN, GIEN . . ... Brandon—Souris..................... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... WinnipegNorth ...................... Lib.
Walker,David .. ... WinnipegNorthCentre ............... Lib.

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Arseneault, Guy H., Parliamentary Secretary to Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of

CanadianHeritage .. ... Restigouche—Chaleur ................ Lib.
Culbert, Harold . ... Carleton—Charlotte . ................. Lib.
Hubbard, Charles. . ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
RideoUt, GEOrgE S. . ... Moncton ............. Lib.
Ringuette-Maltais, Pierrette, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ~ Madawaska—Victoria................ Lib.
Robichaud, Hon. Fernand, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food, Fisheries

ANAOCEANS) .ottt et Beausdour ...t Lib.
SO, ANY . ..o Fredericton—York—Sunbury ......... Lib.
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
Y oung, Hon. Douglas, Minister of National Defenceand Minister of VeteransAffairs. Acadie—Bathurst .................... Lib.

Zed, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Fundy—Royal....................... Lib.
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
BaKer, GEOIgE S, .. it Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
BYI NG, GOITY . . oottt Humber—St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Hickey, Bonnie .. ... ... St.John'sEast ....................... Lib.
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of FisheriesandOceans .....................coou.... Bonavista— Trinity—Conception ... .. .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. . . ... i Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
PayNe, JEan . ... . St.John'sWest....................... Lib.
SIMMONS, HON. ROGEr .. .o Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Anawak, Jack lyerak .. ... Nunatsiag .......covoviiiiiiiin Lib.
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Trainingand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brushett, DIianne . .. ...t Cumberland—Colchester.............. Lib.
ClanCy, Mary ... Halifax............oooooiiiii Lib.
Dingwall, Hon. David, Ministerof Health . .. ......... ... .. . CapeBreton—EastRichmond ......... Lib.
LeBlanc, FrancisG., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... CapeBreton Highlands—Canso. . ... .. .. Lib.
MacDonald, Ron, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .. ... . .. Dartmouth........................... Lib.
MacLelan,Russell ...... ... CapeBreton—The Sydneys ........... Lib.
MuUrphy, JoNN . .. AnnapolisValey—Hants ............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff ... .. HalifaxWest ......................... Lib.
SKOKE, ROSEANNE . . ..ottt e e CentralNova ........................ Lib.
Vearran, Harmy . .. SouthWestNova..................... Lib.
WEIS, DEMEK . . oo SouthShore ....................ott. Lib.
ONTARIO (99)
AdamS, P . Peterborough ........................ Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot DonValeyNorth .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . ... ... Brampton ............. ...l Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Cochrane—Superior.................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Bhaduria, Jag .. ... .o Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville... Ind. Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible
for Francophonie . .. ... Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . .. ...... Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville—Milton .................... Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Hamilton—Wentworth. ............... Lib.
CacCia, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . Wellington—Grey—Dufferin—Simcoe  Lib.
Campbell, Barry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ................... StPaul’s.........oo Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest ............cccovviiinnn. Lib.
Chamberlain,Brenda . ........... . Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.
Cohen, SNaUGNNESSY . . ...t Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.

Collenette, Hon. David M. . ... ... e DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
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COMUZZI, JOB . . ettt e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Canadian Heritage ... ... HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
Crawford, REX . ..ot Kent ... Lib.
CUlEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister for International Trade ........................ YorkCentre ............oooviinn... Lib.
English, Jonn . ... Kitchener............. ... ... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford ... Lib.
FliS, JBSSE . oo Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonEast ......................... Lib.
Gaffney, Beryl ... Nepean ..., Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation. . . .. DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Rosedale ...................... .. ... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons and Solicitor

Generalof Canada .. ... WindsorWest . .....................L. Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . o Oshawa ... Lib
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
Harper, B . ..o SimcoeCentre ...................unn. Ref.
Hopkins, Leonard .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. ... .. .. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Irwin, Hon. Ron, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ............. SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
Jordan, JIM ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib.
Karygiannis, JIM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ....................... Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e e Elgin—Norfolk ...................... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... York—Simcoe. ................o..... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . . ... St.Catharines ........................ Lib.
LB, DErEK .. Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . ... ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie ... Lib.

Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry, Minister for the Atlantic Canada
Opportunities Agency, Minister of Western Economic Diversification and Minister

responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development—Quebec ........... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister of theEnvironment ............................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........... Sudbury ... Lib.
MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and Lib.

Addington............ ...

MCTEagUE, Dan .. ... ONntario ......coovviiiiiiiin Lib.
MIlIKEN, Pater ... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ...t e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—Woodbine ................. Lib.
Mitchell, ANy . ... Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e e York South—Weston................. Lib.

O BIHEN, Pat . ... London—Middlesex. ................. Lib.
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O Reilly, JoNN . Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.
Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ......... ... i Welland— St. Catharines—Thorold. . . . . Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peters, Hon. Douglas, Secretary of State (International Financial Ingtitutions) ........ ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
PEtErsON, JIM oo Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Essex—Kent ........................ Lib.
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Haton—Pedl ........................ Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence and

Minister of VeteransAffairs. . ... Perth—Wellington—Waterloo. . ... .. .. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada .. ............ EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent . ... Algoma ... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—FrenchRiver........... Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk ................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . ... ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .............. Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of National Revenue . ..., Brant ............. Lib.
Szabho, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Waterloo ... Lib.
Thalheimer, PEter . . ... Timmins—Chapleau. . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Middlesex................. Lib.
VA, TONY . Lincoln ... Lib.
Vanclief, Lyle. ... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM ScarboroughWest .................... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... Essex—Windsor ..................... Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NipisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)

Baster, Wayne . ... e Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Secretary of State (V eterans)(Atlantic Canada

OpPOIUNILIESAGENCY) - . .o ettt et ettt Cadigan ..........cccovviiiiinn, Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ..................... Hillsborough ........................ Lib.

QUEBEC (75)

Allmand, HON.WaImeN .. ... Notre-Dame-de-Gréce ............... Lib.
ASSA, MarK . .o Gatineau—LalLiévre ................. Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccoiioo... BQ
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni . .. ... ... Sant-Denis ........... ... Lib.
Balidle Richard . ... LaPrairie..................o .. BQ
Bellehumeur,Michel . ........ . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ
Bernier,Gilles ... ... Beauce.............o i Ind.
Bernier,MalriCe . ....... ... M égantic— Compton— Stanstead. . . . . .. BQ
BarNier, YVaN . .o Gaspe. ... BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
BriEN, Pl e . . Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Caron, ANAIe . ... .. JONQUIEre. ..o BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. . . ... e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ... Sant-Maurice ................n. Lib.
Chrétien, JEam—GUY . .. ...ttt e e FrontenaC ........................... BQ
Cré&te, Paul . ... Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup ... .... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ........... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
Daviault, MiChel . ....... . Ahuntsic ................. ... BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . .. Portneuf............................. BQ
Deshaies,Bernard . ... ........uniiiit Abitibi ....... .. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil ............ ... ... . ..., Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ot e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Dupuy, Hon. Michel . ... LavalWest ...t Lib.
Fillion, Gilbert ... ... Chicoutimi .......................v.. BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila . ... MountRoyal ................... ... .. Lib.
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Labour and Deputy L eader of the Government in

theHouse of COmMMONS . ... ... . e Saint—-Léonard ....................... Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiang . ... ..ot e QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gagnon, PatriCk . ... Bonaventure—Iles-dela-Madeleine ...  Lib.
Gauthier, Michel, Leader of theOpposition ................ ..o ... Roberval ............ ... ... ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides....................... .. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Jacob, JEAN—MarC . . ..o Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t Mercier ........coviiiiiiii BQ
Landry, JEan . ..o Lotbhiniere ........................... BQ
Langlois, FranGoiS . . . ...ttt e e Bellechasse...................oot BQ
Laurin ReNE . . ..o Joliette. ... BQ
Lavigne Laurent .. ... ... i e Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—+Paul . ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ......................ool. BQ
Leblanc, NIC . ... Longueuil ............. ... ... BQ
LefEbVre, REEaN .. ... Champlain .......................... BQ
LEroUX, GaSION .. ...ttt et e e e e e e Richmond—Wolfe................... BQ
Leroux, JEan H. ... ... Shefford .............. BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lachine—Lac-Saint-Louis............ Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. Québec—Est...............coiiiiil. BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... ... LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Blainville—Deux—Montagnes. . ........ BQ

NUNEZ, OSValdo .. ... Bourassa ............ciiiii BQ
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Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisqQuoi .................. Lib.
Parg, Philippe . ..o LouisHeébert ........................ BQ
Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMENnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau— Saint-Michel .............. Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ... e Richelieu............................ BQ
Pomerleau, ROQEr .. ... ... Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... BQ
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Saint—Henri—Westmount ............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
St—Laurent, Bernard . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Terrebonne ... BQ
Tremblay, Benoit . ... ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... .o Rimouski—Témiscouata. ............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... e Saint—Hubert ........................ BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ARNOUSE, VIC .o Mackenzie.............. ... ... ... NDP
Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Clark’sCrossing . ......... NDP
Bodnar, Morris, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry, Minister for the

Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency and Minister of Western Economic

DIVErSIICAION . . Saskatoon—Dundurn................. Lib.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
COolliNS, BEINIE . . .ot e e Souris—MooseMountain ............. Lib.
dedong, SIMON . ... Regina—Qu'Appelle ................. NDP
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Agricultureand Agri-Food . .................. Regina—Wascana. . .................. Lib.
Hermanson, EIWin . . ... Kinderdey—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... MooseJaw—LakeCentre ............. Ref.
Kirkby, Gordon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada . ... ... i PrinceAlbert—Churchill River. ........ Lib.
MOITISON, LBE . . .o Swift Current—Maple Creek —

Assiniboia. ... Ref.
Sheridan, GEOrgette . . . ... .o Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Lib.
S0lOMON, JONN . . .o Regina—Lumsden ................... NDP
Tay O, LN . o TheBattlefords—Meadow Lake. ... . ... NDP
YUKON (1)

McLaughlin, Hon. AUdrey . .. ... o Yukon ... NDP



LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of October 11th, 1996 — 2nd Session, 35th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Claude Bachand
John Finlay
Jack lyerak Anawak Maurice Dumas Elijah Harper John Murphy (11
Margaret Bridgman John Duncan Charles Hubbard Bernard Patry
Associate Members
Garry Breitkreuz Marlene Cowling Dick Harris Len Taylor
John Bryden Maurice Godin Audrey McLaughlin
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: LyleVanclief Vice-Chairmen: Jean—Guy Chrétien
GlenMcKinnon
Cliff Breitkreuz Wayne Easter Jake E. Hoeppner Jerry Pickard (15)
Murray Calder Patrick Gagnon Jean Landry Julian Reed
Bernie Collins Elwin Hermanson Réjean Lefebvre Rose-Marie Ur
Associate Members
Peter Adams Harold Culbert Laurent Lavigne John Solomon
Vic Althouse John Cummins John Maloney Paul Steckle
Leon E. Benoit Allan Kerpan Denis Paradis Len Taylor
Morris Bodnar
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice—Chairs: Gaston L eroux
Beth Phinney
Jim Abbott Mauril Bélanger Hugh Hanrahan Pat O'Brien (11
Guy H. Arseneault Pierre de Savoye Raymond Lavigne Janko Perié
Associate Members
John Bryden Antoine Dubé Christiane Gagnon Louis Plamondon
Simon de Jong John English Rey D. Pagtakhan Monte Solberg
Stan Dromisky
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Eleni Bakopanos Vice-Chairmen: Stan Dromisky
Osvaldo Nunez
Mauril Bélanger Maud Debien Dan McTeague MariaMinna (11
Judy Bethel Hugh Hanrahan Val Meredith Tom Wappel
Associate Members
Colleen Beaumier Beryl Gaffney Gar Knutson Rey D. Pagtakhan
Simon de Jong Christiane Gagnon John Loney Anna Terrana
Paul Forseth Sharon Hayes
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairs: Monique Guay
Jean Payne
Peter Adams Gérard Asselin Daphne Jennings Karen Kraft Sloan (11
Jack lyerak Anawak Paul Forseth Gar Knutson Paul Steckle
Associate Members
Margaret Bridgman Maurice Godin Pat O'Brien Geoff Regan
Rex Crawford Clifford Lincoln John O’ Rellly Darrel Stinson
John Cummins Bob Mills Julian Reed Len Taylor
John Finlay
SUB-COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL
AWARENESS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Chair: Karen Kraft Sloan
John Finlay Monique Guay Jean Payne Len Taylor (6)
Paul Forseth

FINANCE
Chairman: Jim Peterson Vice—Chairs: Yvan Loubier
Susan Whelan
Richard Bélisde Barry Campbell Ron Fewchuk Y ves Rocheleau (15)
Leon E. Benoit Brenda Chamberlain Herb Grubel Monte Solberg
Dianne Brushett Ronald J. Duhamel Gary Pillitteri Brent St. Denis
Associate Members
Reg Alcock Jim Gouk René Laurin Benoit Sauvageau
Eleni Bakopanos Bill Graham Peter Milliken Werner Schmidt
Judy Bethel Stephen Harper Bob Mills Jim Silye
Paul Créte Jake E. Hoeppner Andy Mitchell John Solomon
Roy Cullen Dale Johnston Rey D. Pagtakhan Paddy Torsney
Nick Discepola Karen Kraft Sloan Nelson Riis John Williams
Joe Fontana
SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Chairman: Brent St. Denis

Richard Bélide Herb Grubel ?3)
SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE REVIEW OF THE SPECIAL
IMPORT MEASURES ACT (SIMA)
Chairman: Ronald J. Duhamel
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