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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, November 21, 1997

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

® (1000)

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
on a point of order. | wonder if you would ask for unanimous
consent that we might table a committee report on Bill C-7.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the request for unanimous consent. |s there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
CANADIAN HERITAGE

Mr. Dennis J. Mills (Broadvien—Greenwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the first report of the Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)
[English]
TELECOMMUNICATIONSACT

The House resumed from November 4 consideration of the
motion that Bill C-17, an act to amend the Telecommunications Act
and the Teleglobe Canada Reorganization and Divestiture Act, be
read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Julian Reed (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will be sharing my time
with the hon. member for Thornhill.

By November 30, of this year, Canada will have deposited an
Instrument of Acceptance in Geneva signifying Canada's commit-
ment to one of the most important trade agreements of the 21st
century, the agreement on basic telecommunications.

As of January 1, 1998 this agreement will open a globa market
of $880 hillion to Canadian telecommunications companies. Cana-
dian telecom service providers and Canadian tel ecom manufactur-
ers are the best in the world. Now they will have the opportunity to
connect the world and build a new global information society by
bringing Canadian ingenuity to the world.

Canada was a key participant in the drive to liberalize the
world's telecommunication markets. At the end of the Uruguay
round of multilateral trade negotiations that established the World
Trade Organization, it was recognized that there were serious gaps
in the services component of the WTO and the General Agreement
on Trade and Services covered many service sectors but did not
cover some fundamental business enablers such as financial ser-
vices or basic telecommunications.

After two years of negotiations an agreement was reached on
February 15, 1997. On that date, 69 countries with over 90% of the
world's telecom revenues agreed to liberalize their markets for the
provision of telecommunication services.

As a result of the agreement on basic telecommunications, the
ABT, there will now be multilateral rules for trade and investment
in basic telecommunication services. Local and long distance
telephone, cellular, data transmission and satellite services will be
open to competition. Furthermore, Canada will now be able to
resort to the WTO dispute settlement process should Canada's
trading partners not implement their obligations to open their
markets to Canadian companies.

Each of the countries participating in the agreement has made
specific commitments, setting out the terms and conditions under
which foreigners are permitted to supply basic telecommunication
services in their market. For example, Canadian firms will now
have full access to the U.S. market for the provision of basic
telecommunication services. The use of reciprocity tests by the
U.S. Federal Communications Commission will be severely cur-
tailed. Canadian companies will be able to provide local telephone
services in the member states of the European Union and in Japan.
All of Canada's magjor developing country trading partners have
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committed to allowing foreign competition into their markets and
to alowing foreign investment of between 25% and 49%.

Besides making market access commitments, the countries
participating in the agreement on basic telecommunications have
committed to follow the GATS most favoured nation national
treatment and transparency provisions. Countries will no longer be
able to treat one country’s telecommunication services providers
better than another. This means that Canadian companies will be
able to compete on a level playing field with other foreign
companies in international markets.

For telecommunication services where countries have made
market access commitments, countries will have to treat foreign
companies in exactly the same way as they treat local companies.
So, a Canadian company in the European market will be treated the
same way as a European company.

Finally, any relevant changes to government policies, regula-
tions or administrative guidelines must be notified to the WTO. As
well, countries must respond promptly to requests for information
on telecommunications policies and regulations. No longer will
Canadian companies be stymied by walls of obscure foreign red
tape when trying to enter telecommunications markets abroad.

Furthermore, in order to ensure that as countries move from
monopolies to competitive markets, the local telecommunications
companies do not abuse their dominant position. The agreement
includes a reference paper on regulatory principles.

® (1010)

This means that measures affecting trade in telecommunications
services must be administered in a reasonable, objective and
impartial manner. Licensing requirements and technical standards
must be based on objective and transparent criteria and must not be
more burdensome than necessary to ensure the quality of the
service.

Canadian telecom companies will be able to obtain interconnec-
tion with local telephone companies in foreign markets under
non-discriminatory rates, terms and conditions. Perhaps most
important, all participating countries must establish independent
regulatory bodies which are separate from and not accountable to
the local telephone company.

In addition to opening foreign markets to Canadian telecommu-
nications service providers, the agreement on basic telecoms will
result in the world-wide market of $800 billion, which means the
market will double or triple in size over the next 10 years. Thiswill
generate a new demand for the products of Canadian telecommu-
nications manufacturers as telecom operators around the world
prepare for a new global environment of open markets and
competition.

Companies such as Nortel and Newbridge as well as dozens of
small and medium size companies from Newfoundland to British
Columbia have carried the Canadian reputation for high quality,
competitively priced telecommunications equipment. Now this
reputation should earn them a healthy share of this dynamic and
expanding market.

Canadian manufacturers will also benefit from the recently
concluded information technology agreement. Under the provi-
sions of the ITA, tariffs on information technology products
including computers semiconductors and telecommunications
equipment will be eliminated by the year 2000. This means that a
market of $500 billion will become tariff free and will alow
Canadian manufacturers to compete abroad on the basis of their
products and their prices. They will be free from the market
distorting effects of tariffs.

This government has promised to create jobs for Canadians and
to make Canada a cornerstone of the global information society. In
successfully negotiating the GATS agreement on basic telecommu-
nications, we have done both. Canadian telecom service providers
will launch into newly opened markets and Canadian telecom
manufacturers will find that the demand for their products will
double or triple over the next 10 years.

New opportunity translates into jobs for Canadians and a chance
for Canadians to make their mark on the global information society
of tomorrow.

Ms. Elinor Caplan (Thornhill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to speak on behalf of this bill. | believe it is good for
Canadian businesses and consumers, including those in Thornhill.
This bill opens the world telecommunications market to Canadian
companies with two important impacts. It will provide a source of
jobsin the knowledge based tel ecommuni cations industries and the
competition will lead to better rates for consumers. Those worthy
objectives warrant support of this bill.

The overwhelming goal of this government is to connect Cana-
dians, to make Canadians and Canada the most connected country
in the world and to ensure that Canadians have access to the
information highway and the new economy it supports. Many steps
have been taken. This legidation brings forward the Genera
Agreement on Trade and Services, GATS, which is the Agreement
on Basic Telecommunications, ABT. The legislation before us
implements the terms and the provisions of those agreements.

| met recently with the the economic development officer for the
town of Markham. He told me that Markham considersitself ahigh
tech capital of Canada. The critical mass of companies in knowl-
edge based industries is unsurpassed in this country. The critical
mass is some 700 companies.
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| believe, on further exploration, people would find that many of
those companies are involved in or are supporting the telecommu-
nications industry which isfinding its hub, its strong base, not only
in Thornhill but throughout Ontario.

| can also say that | have met with the director of education for
the York region board of education. As well, | have met with the
chair and the director of education of the York region separate
school board. | am pleased to report on the interest that students
and their boards of education have shown in the government’s
SchoolNet program. In fact, not only is there interest in ensuring
that all the schools in Thornhill are connected, the program of
having computers in schools is aready firmly connected in the
York separate school boards.

They have established a centre where old computers are refur-
bished. To date over 400 computers have been distributed through
the York region separate school board system as a result of the
program of the Ministry of Industry which assists schools to
participate in the program and the students to have access to the
computers.

I know that the York region board of education is aso very
interested in participating in this program.

There is a heightened awareness of the need to be connected.
There is a heightened awareness of the need to have access and
skills to use these technologies. There is a need for our students to
be educated and have those skills which will lead them to the jobs
of the future.

This legislation will give Canadian business access to an $880
billion industry worldwide. Canada is at the forefront. We are
leaders in this technology. | believe that opening competition in
telecommunications services is not only an important part of the
strategy which this bill provides, but we know that it is the best and
the fastest way to build the infrastructure for a knowledge based
economy. The way to do that is through open competition. We
know that Canadians can compete and can also lead the world.

Canada will be hosting the high level OECD conference on
electronic commerce in the fall of 1998. Electronic commerce is
not only central to the knowledge based economy, it is aso the
foundation for future growth and job creation. By creating the best
environment for electronic commerce Canada can and will contin-
ue to be aworld leader in this emerging field, generating increased
investment in electronic networks and growth in such areas as
electronic transmission, multimedia products and on-line services.

The OECD conference will be an excellent opportunity for
Canadians to learn more about what Canada is doing, what
opportunities there are for them and also about the impact on
consumers.

Government Orders

The legidlation before us today is a necessary step toward giving
our telecommunications service companies the keys they need to
the world market. It is my hope that this bill will be received and
unanimously supported by everyonein this House. | believeitisin
the interests of Canadian businesses, it is in the interests of
Canadian consumers, it isin theinterests of al in Canadawho have
an interest in economic prosperity and job creation. | know that the
people of Thornhill would want to see this bill passed expeditiously
and implemented.

Mr. Dick Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | have listened to the hon. member and certainly there are
parts of this bill which we can support. Perhaps overall it will
improve the system. However, one of the things that really
concerns us is something which has confounded Canadian busi-
ness, especialy the telecommunications business, and that is that
this bill confers additional powers of jurisdiction to the CRTC.

® (1020)

Canadian business is asking the government to get out of itsface
and let it do business. We see sections of this bill which enable the
government, via the CRTC, to get more into the face of Canadian
business.

In view of the fact that Canadian business basically wants to say
leave it alone to just do business in this country, create jobs and a
healthy economy, this hill givesthe CRTC more dictatorial powers
which may serve to further confound the efforts of Canadian
business.

I would like the hon. member to comment on this, please.

Ms. Elinor Caplan: Mr. Speaker, one of the things that this bill
actually in the specific agreement excludes is broadcasting. One of
the reasons for that was the concern of this government to ensure
the protection of Canadian culture. In al agreements that have
dealt with trade, we have made sure that culture was off the table
and excluded, and the CRTC has been an important instrument in
ensuring that Canadian culture has been protected and that indus-
tries know the rules.

Whilethe CRTC, like any other institution, isimperfect, certain-
ly we always must remain vigilant to ensure that Canadian culture
is protected at the same time as our industries are encouraged to
participate in a competitive environment and play on the world
stage in a way that will create jobs and prosperity for Canadians.

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | listened to the comments from the hon. member from the
Liberal party. The unfortunate aspect of it isthat in Nova Scotiawe
saw recently the provincial government giving $12 million to
AT&T to compete head on with our local phone company, MT&T.

I know my colleagues in the Reform Party do not like the idea of
people on welfare and people collecting El, but | am sure they
would be quite adamant that huge rich multinational companies
come into areas of the maritimes and literally coerce the provincial
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government into giving them money in order to set up shop to the
detriment of workers and the company and management already
there.

Can she give assurances to this House today that this bill, or the
agreements to these bills after the OECD, will not add to the
detriment of working people aready in those communities? As
well, at the same time she talks about education for children, need |
remind this House that it was this government that cut education
funding to the Atlantic provinces and across this country to the tune
of billions of dollars.

On one hand she says this is good for the future of people and
children. On the other hand they are taking money away that aids
the children of our future.

Ms. Elinor Caplan: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to respond to the
member. | believe that Canada and Canadians will benefit. We will
benefit in two very specific ways. The agreement opens up aworld
market of $880 billion to Canadian telecom companies which are
among the best in the world and which can compete. That will
mean more jobs and better jobs for people right across this country.
| believe that is what competition will do. | believe we will see that
right across this country and hopefully every region will see those
benefits.

Canadian telecom services providers will aso benefit from new
markets on an equal footing with local and foreign competitors and
Canadian telecom manufacturers will find a new demand for their
state of the art products as new and exciting telecom operators
around the world prepare for global markets which are open and
competitive.

This will foster innovation and | believe that will be good for
Canadians because not only will the competition foster innovation,
bring forth the new ideas that our very well educated Canadian
population will benefit from in theway of new jobs and better jobs,
but also | think we will see better prices for Canadian consumers.

On the answer to the question on students, | made the point that
this government is doing what it can in a very positive way to
ensure the students have access to computer technology, supporting
provinces in their loca initiatives, and working directly with
school boards to ensure the students have access to computers and
the skills they need so that they will be able to take advantage of
those new jobs in the future.

® (1025)

[Translation]

Ms. Héléne Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it iswith
great interest that | take part in this debate on Bill C-17, an act to

amend the Telecommunications Act and the Teleglobe Canada
Reorganization and Divestiture Act.

Telecommunications in Canada are in constant evolution. The
standard communication networks are giving way to new technolo-
gies. Obviously, these new means of transmission through techno-
logical development also contribute to the globalization of trade.

In fact, state of the art communication services and technologies
are leading to multiplication of trade outside the country. This new
context presents a daunting challenge for Canada, that of maintain-
ing its international competitiveness, despite the threats to its
traditional industry share of investments.

The disappearance of technologies associated with natural mo-
nopolies and the restructuring of telecommunications and broad-
casting activitiesto meet global, rather than national, requirements,
cals for areform of government policies. These must now set out
new ground rules for telecommunications and broadcasting corpo-
rations.

The disappearance of the traditional boundaries between tele-
communications, cable televison and informatics heralds the
convergence of information transmission services on a single
information highway. We are witnessing the disappearance of the
natural monopoly with the introduction of indirect competition,
which has come about primarily through the new transmission
technologies; direct competition will require complete deregula-
tion.

In 1993, international communications traffic reached 47.7
billion minutes. This represents barely nine more minutes per
person on a global scale, but 46 minutes if high income earning
nations alone are considered.

The impact of this bill on the everyday lives of citizenswill take
the form of new job creation, since our industry is strong and can
easily compete internationally.

According to the Federal Communication Commission, another
advantage will be an 80% drop in international telephone ratesin a
few years. This bill therefore has two objectives.

Thefirst isto bring Canadian legislation into line with Canada’'s
international undertakings as a signatory to the February 1997
World Trade Organization’s services agreement, commonly known
as GATT. The agreement takes effect January 1, 1998. The bill’s
second objective is to bring Canadian legislation into line with the
new competitive context in the telecommunications industry.

By signing the telecommunications agreement, Canada under-
took to eliminate the remaining monopolies, those held by Tele-
globe and Telesat. It undertook to liberalize internationa call
handling. It undertook to completely liberalize the regime for
ownership of mobile communications satellite systems and, finally,
to lift the restrictions on increased foreign ownership in Teleglobe
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Canada. In addition, ownership of international submarine cable
landings in Canada was liberalized and a reference document
setting out regulatory principles for all signatory countries was
approved.

® (1030)

With this bill, the government is giving more powers to the
CRTC, as can be seen in sections 1, 2, 3 and 7. Among its many
powers, the CRTC will be able to issue telecommunications
licences and to suspend or revoke a licence for non-compliance
with the act.

As for section 46.6, it provides for the implementation by the
CRTC of a contribution mechanism, because the CRTC itself
recognizes that a contribution fund must be created to provide
services in regions where it is more expensive to do so. This
provision gives the CRTC legal authority to do this. The fund will
compensate the companies offering basic services for their actual
costs. The Bloc Quebecois believes there is an urgent requirement
to design a reliable and transparent mechanism for supporting
companies and their customers in regions where costs are higher.

With the new powers provided the CRTC under this bill, the
government is ensuring that practices in Canada are in line with
those abroad so that a clear and consistent process can be created to
identify the players in the industry. We hope that the CRTC wiill
now be able to implement rules that guarantee alevel playing field
for everyone.

As for the Minister of Industry, he now has authority under
sections 4 and 5 of this bill to issue licences for international
submarine cables, and, under section 8, to certify that telecommu-
nications equipment isin compliance with Canadian standards. It is
also important to note that the government is responsible for the
full implementation of Canada's telecommunications policy. It
must ensure that all Quebeckers and all Canadians have equal
access to telecommunications services. That is why the Minister of
Industry has the power to issue directives to the CRTC.

Finally, the Bloc Quebecois agrees in principle with this bill,
which flows naturally from the telecommunications agreement.
However, a number of questions arise: What will be the red
benefits of these new initiatives for taxpayers? The Bloc Quebecois
believes that hearings are urgently required to define what is meant
by basic telecommunications services. What does the ** affordabil -
ity”” of abasic service mean? For some, affordability is determined
on the basis of the subscriber penetration rate, but this is not a
significant measurement because it does not take the fall in the
standard of living into account.

The tel ephone has become an essential commodity. Many people
are prepared to cut elsewhere, for example in the food budget, to

Government Orders

have this commodity. Therefore, the Bloc Quebecoisthinksthereis
an urgent need to determine what low income customers can afford
to pay for this basic telecommunications service.

Despite the liberalization of telecommunications, it is essential
that these services remain affordable for everyone.

There is also another question that we consider critical: What
about privacy? There is great public concern, and rightly so, about
the impact of this on the release of persona information. This bill
opens the door to globalization in the area of communications, and
the government has still not fulfilled its commitment regarding a
law to protect personal information in the private sector and at the
networking level. The population is still waiting, and there may be
very serious incidents if the government waits too long.

® (1035)

Asfar asprivacy isconcerned, both for the private and the public
sector, and where linkage is concerned as well, Quebec is proud to
have been both a laboratory and a model for this. | am therefore
suggesting, on behalf of the Bloc Quebecois, that the federal
government do its homework and follow the example of the
Quebec legidation which protects both privacy and linkage. Partic-
ularly after passage of this bill, data linkage must be protected by
legidation.

In April 1997, the parliamentary human rights committee called
for adoption of legidlation, but we are still waiting. On September
18, 1996, the Minister of Justice promised it by the year 2000, but
we are till waiting. The Minister of Industry made a commitment
to establish a legidative framework to protect personal data in his
Canadian strategy for the information era, recognizing that volun-
tary compliance with a framework was not enough, but we are still
waiting. This leaves us with the impression that the minister is
bowing to the business lobby, which would like to have a more
flexible framework.

Also related to privacy, it appears that the new technologies will
develop telephone communications between individuals and not
places. These new satellite technologies will be able to locate
individuals wherever they are. Thus this becomes a control over
individuals and society. We must go beyond the industrial aspect
and an analysis of profitability, for it is appropriate as well to
question the values our society wishes to preserve.

In the field of telecommunications, the public is often left out of
the debate, given the complexity of the subject, and | can under-
stand this. That is why the advisory committee on the information
highway suggested, not all that long ago, that the federal govern-
ment strike a national advisory committee on access reporting to
the Ministers of Industry and Heritage and mandated to give advice
on the new reguirements relating to access and services deemed
essential in a knowledge-based society. This advisory committee
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should be composed of equal numbers of members from industry
and the non-profit sector.

In closing, this bill is an opening toward the liberalization of
communications, something which is universally applauded. Nev-
ertheless, the Bloc Quebecois will ensure that these questions
receive clear and forma responses, as well as lead to precise,
concrete and immediate actions.

[English]

Mr. Dick Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | have a couple of comments that concern us about this
bill. 1 get back to the point that business has been wanting
government to get out of its face and just let it do its business.

Thishill infact will givethe CRTC, pertaining particularly to the
telecommunications and communications business, more powers
to restrict or issue licences based on what the CRTC believes it
should be doing with its businesses, for example, how much
Canadian content, how much Canadian culture and how their
philosophy might fit with the applicant.

| find this particularly offensive when appointed bureaucrats are
going to have such powers to wield over free enterprise business.
Our party supports free enterprise.

The other comment | have is on the financial fund that is being
set up. Thisisanother opportunity for the government to expand its
patronage program.

® (1040)

Itisgoing to give Liberal MPs simply another avenue to dole out
government grants to Liberal-friendly businesses in their ridings.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Hon. members, there
are a number of members who have indicated that they would like
to respond in questions and comments. If there are a number of
people who indicate an expression of interest to comment, | would
ask all hon. members to keep their questions and their responses
short so that we can get a bit more debate. Response.

[Translation]

Ms. Héléne Alarie: Mr. Speaker, naturally there are questions,
but we are here in this House to follow the debate, to follow events
and to ensure that the bill covers as many aspects as possible.

We cannot liberalize unless there is an organization with a set of
rules. This means we have to keep an eye out, because there are
things to monitor.

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to congratulate my colleague from Louis-Hébert on her
speech this morning.

All the questions she raised on this bill are topical. Those
interested parties we met and the public al said so. Her question-

ing meets the expectations of the general public. | hope the
Minister of Industry listened attentively to the questions raised by
the member for Louis-Hébert.

| would like to ask her about the importance and the scope of this
institution in her opinion.

Ms. Hélene Alarie: Mr. Speaker, first, thisis an area where we
have a significant, even comfortable, lead over other countries.

A third of research and development is done in telecommunica
tions and information. In this area, we are in agood position. There
are, however, minor effects that are sometimes not mentioned in
this House.

| recently visited a school for severely handicapped children
where the children have access to the Internet. The children said
*Because we are hooked up to the Internet, people do not know we
are sick, they do not know we have problems. The world is at our
fingertips”’. Thisis one instance of what a bill such as this can do
for us, if we have an information highway across the country.

Rural communities that sometimes lack services because of their
remoteness and because of the cost will no longer be isolated.

[English]

Mr. Rob Anders(Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | hear talk
in the House today about liberalizing trade, liberaizing this,
liberalizing that.

When | hear the word liberalizing, | hear bigger government.
When | hear the word liberalizing, | hear steroids for the CRTC.
When | hear the word liberalizing, | hear more patronage pork, just
like the bigger government resulting from the GST. That is called
liberalizing too, just like the more patronage pork on top of the 50
patronage appointments that the Prime Minister made during this
year aone, never mind the Senate.

When | hear liberalizing, once again | hear bigger government
and | hear more pork.

[Translation]

Ms. Héléne Alarie: Mr. Speaker, in response to the concerns my
colleague expressed, | say that they and we will ensure that
everything is done as transparently and as fairly as possible.

[English]

Mr. Dick Harris: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the time. What my
hon. member has just said, the word liberalizing realy strikes
terror in the hearts of fiscally conservative free enterprise reform-
ers in this House.

Whenever they hear the words financial fund put forward in a
bill by the Liberals, they just shudder at the thought that the
Liberals are going to establish another lever to pull and use to pay
off their Liberal friends, in particular in the communications
business under this bill. | did not see the numbers on the fund, but
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given the history of the Liberal Party we can imagine that is not
pocket change.

® (1045)

We want to be sure that the Reform Party is on record as saying
that we have always opposed grants and handouts to business, as
the business council and the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and
every major business organization in the country have opposed
grants and handouts to business. However, the Liberals choose to
ignore this and establish yet another fund to use in a patronizing
way to friends of the Liberal Party.

That is a comment which | think is quite in order in this debate
today.

[Translation]

Ms. Hélene Alarie: Mr. Speaker, from what | haveread, and | do
not have any figures either, the purpose of the fund isto correct the
differences between remote populations and small rural communi-
ties, on the one hand, and more developed centres, on the other
hand, and equalize the price to some extent so they can al enjoy the
same benefits.

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members. Yea

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

Pursuant to Standing Order 45, the division stands deferred until
Monday, November 24, 1997 at the ordinary hour of daily adjourn-
ment.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
on a point of order.

Following the request for arecorded division, | believe that you
would find consent to further defer the recorded division on second
reading of Bill C-17 until the expiry of Government Orders,
Tuesday, November 25, 1997.

Government Orders

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the proposal of the chief government whip. Is there unanimous
consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Bob Kilger: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. | wonder if
you would seek the unanimous consent of the House to waive the
48 hour notice to proceed to report stage of Bill C-7, an Act to
establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the terms of the motion. Is there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
An hon. member: No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): There is not unani-
mous consent.

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, on a point of order. When you read the numbers off, |
assumed it was with regard to a previous bill. | do apologize. | do
give unanimous consent.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): For the sake of clarifi-
cation, the Chair would ask that we back up and start over again.

Mr. Bob Kilger: Mr. Speaker, | want to tell members on both
sides of the House that there have been discussions among all the
parties, but | still must request that the House be asked for its
unanimous consent to waive the 48 hour notice to proceed to report
stage of Bill C-7, an Act to establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence
Marine Park.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléland): The House has heard
the chief government whip.

|s there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

* % *
® (1050)

SAGUENAY—ST. LAWRENCE MARINE PARK ACT

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-7, an act to
establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park and to make a
consequential amendment to another act, as reported (without
amendment) from the committee.

Hon. Andy Mitchell (for the Minister of Canadian Heritage,
Lib.) moved that the bill be concurred in.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. chief govern-
ment whip on a point of order.

Mr. Bob Kilger: Mr. Speaker, again, there has been a sharing of
information with al the parties, but | would ask you to seek
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unanimous consent so that the Secretary of State for Parks Canada
might table a technical amendment to Bill C-7.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): |Is there unanimous
consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Parks), Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | would like to move a technical amendment. Essentially
we are making sure that both the French and the English versions
are consistent. | move:

That Bill C-7, in the preamble, be amended by replacing, in the French version,
line 6 on page 1 with the following:

“flore, ainsi que les ressources naturelles exceptionnel ™

[Translation]

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to address
this bill at report stage. We will support the amendment.

Establishing the Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park isan idea
that originated in the Saguenay area. Its purpose isto give heritage
status to one of Quebec’'s most spectacular regions—the whole
Saguenay River—while also promoting tourism.

The consultation process which then took place resulted in the
project being expanded to include the St. Lawrence. Those who
worked on this initiative deserve to be congratulated. A major
consultation process was properly conducted before the project
went ahead. Several years went by between the time the idea first
came up, in the early nineties, and the time when the House finally
votes on the legislation.

The bill includes new and interesting points which had not been
raised before and which do not al reflect ideas put forward by
those behind the project. It should also be noted that the then
federal environment minister, who is now the premier of Quebec,
had managed to get the federal government to be receptive to the
idea, which has since followed its course.

Let us not forget that the park will be jointly managed by the
federal and provincial governments, through acommittee on which
both will be represented. For the first time, Quebec will maintain
ownership of the seabed.

In the sixties and seventies, there were epic battles concerning
Forillon national park, among others, where the issue of ownership
generated problems. In the case of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence
marine park, the two levels of government have come to an
agreement whereby Quebec will maintain ownership of the seabed.
This is a good step and a good result.

As a member of Parliament, | took part in the consultation
process and a great of representations had to be made.

® (1055)

The final form this is taking allows our tourist industry on the
south shore of the St. Lawrence River to have critical points of
contact with the park through—and we make no secret of this—the
specia efforts made by firms like Duvetnord, which have turned
the river into a major tourist area worthy of preservation.

| think there are significant elements in the whole Lower St.
Lawrence region, from Trois-Pistoles to Ile aux Basgues, which
incidentally is one the far extremities that will not be directly
included in the park but could be considered as part of a whole
system. | think that, in the future, we should take advantage of the
fact that the federal government has not yet met its targets for the
year 2000 and may have a hard time meeting them as far as marine
areas are concerned. Perhaps thought should be given to finding a
way to include the south shore even more, somehow.

However, | fedl it isimportant to understand that the amendment
be positive. It is also important to know that consultations were
conducted properly and that, in the end, we will have a park that, in
my estimation, stands to become a world renowned tourist attrac-
tion at a time when adventure tourism is so popular. We will have
everything we need to let the world know about this outstanding
region to attract tourists from abroad. | think that the Saguenay—
St. Lawrence marine park will be a fantastic tourist attraction.

What isinteresting about this legidation is that, if passed, it will
make it possible to develop the necessary infrastructures and for
centres on both sides of the St. Lawrence River and the Saguenay
River to have areally significant tourist accommodation capacity.
For the Lower St. Lawrence region at least, thiswill help giveit a
stronger position as a tourist region. In that sense, this is very
desirable.

Before | conclude | would like to remind the federal government
that it is essential to have a logica plan of action. If on the one
hand, a Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park is established but, on
the other hand, no effort is made to implement sufficiently
stringent environmental standards regarding, for instance, green-
house gases and everything having to do with climate, as beautiful
as the marine park may look, if there is not a drop of water left in
the St. Lawrence and an environmental disaster is caused, the result
will not be very satisfactory.

So, we should promote an equally open attitude at the interna-
tional level and take on an advocacy and a leadership role in
promoting strict and stringent environmental rules to ensure that
our part of North Americais at the forefront and can provide this
product. Thereis nothing worse in the tourist industry than to offer
a product that loses its appeal. When a park like this one is
established, it should be for 10, 20, 30, 50 or even 100 years, and
that is what we are trying to negotiate. That is what will be
happening in Kyoto for instance and in the ongoing negotiation
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process regarding environmental rules. This has to be the basis for
the federal government’s position.

| will conclude by saying that establishing this park is a good
thing, it is the result of an innovative approach that leaves the
ownership of the seabed to Quebec, it was made possible by the
participation of the people of the Saguenay and was spearheaded by
a person who believed that joint management from a position of
equality was possible in Canada. Having Quebec and Canada deal
on an equal footing can give interesting results and today we have
this bill to prove it.

Hooray for the establishment of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence
marine park. Let usnow look at adding to Canada's marine areas as
well as setting agoal for the year 2000, and | am sure you will find
on the south shore of the St. Lawrence River al the support
necessary to add to this beautiful new park.

[English]

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCldland): It is time for State-
ments by Members, but | am almost hesitant on such a positive
note to cut off debate. However, we will proceed to Statements by
Members.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

SCOUTING

Mr. Dick Harris (Prince George—Bulkley Valley, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, this morning the governor general and the chief scout of
Canada conferred scouting’s highest awards on 20 members of the
scout family of Canada.

® (1100)

| know my colleagues on both sides of the House will joinmein
congratulating the recipients of these awards. As the member of
Prince George—Bulkley Valley | want to pay special tribute to my
constituent Tyler Douglas Edward Mauro, age 11, who was
awarded the Jack Cornwell decoration.

This award is given to individuals who have undergone great
suffering in a heroic manner. Well done, Tyler. You have shown
great courage and determination in the face of physical challenges.
You have truly lived up to the Scout promise and the Scout law.

* * %

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Carleton—Gloucester, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, last week | had the honour of hosting the visit of

S0.31

presidents and managers for Ronald McDonald homes across
Canada as they met in Ottawa. | also had the pleasure of
welcoming them in the House of Commons.

Canadians are thankful for such an organization which provides
a home away from home to families of children being treated in
hospital for cancer and other life threatening illnesses.

[Translation]

These establishments make it possible for serioudly ill children
to have their families with them at a critical time in their lives.
Staying in a Ronald McDonald House also gives families an
opportunity to talk with other parents going through similar
experiences.

| extend heartfelt thanks to al volunteers, employees and
managers of Ronald McDonald Houses in Canada. Your compas-
sion and devotion are a big help in times of trouble.

* Kk %

MATAPEDIA RCM

Ms. Caroline St-Hilaire (Longueuil, BQ): Mr. Speaker, over
250 people from the Matapédia RCM got together at a forum on
economic recovery and job creation.

| wish to congratulate Claude Jacques, the forum’s president, for
targeting economic problems and encouraging 13 workshop leaders
to present concrete solutions to job creation.

In the Matapédia RCM, gloom is giving way to action.

The residents of the Matapédia valley have decided to rely on
ingenuity, inventiveness and steadfast solidarity.

Many young entrepreneurs are urging us to focus on the year
2000, on new challenges. The future belongs to the bold.

The people of the Matapédia valley are taking the challenge.
[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Ms. Elinor Caplan (Thornhill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, global
warming is a problem that every person, every country and every
level of government in the world must deal with.

| rise in the House today to tell of a success story. Toronto's
outstanding progress in reducing greenhouse emissions is a model
for the world and something that the House should be aware of.

According to the UN affiliated International Council for Local
Environmental Initiatives, metropolitan Toronto is the world's
leader in fighting global warming. It tops the list of 150 cities in
cutting carbon dioxide output between 1990 and 1996.
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Toronto and its surrounding suburbs achieved cumul ative reduc-
tions of 7.8 million tonnes of carbon dioxide between 1990 and
1996. That is a 6% cent reduction.

The reductions were achieved using a variety of measures
including landfill gas recovery, recycling initiatives, energy effi-
cient street and land lighting and community water conservation
programs.

This experience should serve as model for other citiesin Canada
and the rest of the world, showing that we can cut harmful
greenhouse gas emissions, save money and create jobs—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Abitibi.

* k% *
[Translation]

STORNOWAY

Mr. Guy Saint-Julien (Abitibi, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there is an
article today in the Ottawa Citizen by Bruce Ward announcing that
the Reform Party has sent out invitations to a posh open house at
Stornoway between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., on November 30, 1997.

The great bingo caller at Stornoway invites the people of Ottawa
to 541 Acacia Avenue. For reservations, dial 996-6740.

Come see the new drapes, the new paint job, the new wall paper
and the fine linen imported directly from China. Come see the new
bingo reform.

[English]

AIRPORTS

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the government is downloading small regional airports through-
out the country. Two airports have already been turned over in my
riding and now a third is on the federa hit list.

Some of the biggest users of the Fort Nelson airport are the
federal and provincial governments, forestry workers, water bomb-
ers and American tourists on their way to Alaska.

® (1105)

Fort Nelson is in the northeast corner of B.C. next to the Yukon
border and hundreds of kilometres from any other towns. The
people of Fort Nelson are going to referendum December 6 to vote
on whether they can afford to take over the local airport. The
population is only 4,500, a small town with a big heart. Yet the
federal government wants the town to pick up the tab for an airport
that runs a $400,000 annual deficit.

Why is Fort Nelson being forced to assume the cost of operating
its airport but other northern communitieslike Whitehorse, Watson
Lake and Yellowknife are not?

WYE MARSH WILDLIFE CENTRE

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to take this opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. Bob Whittam,
retired executive director of the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre. The
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre located in my riding is a non-profit
organization committed to promoting an understanding of the vital
role wetlands play within the environment.

Mr. Whittam, affectionately known as Mr. Wye Marsh, was
recently honoured at a banquet attended by more than 300 family,
friends and dignitaries. He has been the driving force behind the
Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre through good and bad times. Were it
not for Mr. Whittam's leadership, it is quite doubtful that the Wye
Marsh Wildlife Centre would have survived a cut in federa
funding in 1984.

| again thank Bob Whittam on behalf of al citizens of Simcoe
North for his tireless dedication and commitment in contributing to
the Wye Marsh Wildlife Centre's success. Have a good retirement,
Bob.

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to announce that tomorrow, November 22,
the Minister of Industry will be opening in Ottawa West—Nepean
the first youth employment info fair at Algonquin College. All day
young people will be able to see displays by government depart-
ments, non-governmental agencies and post-secondary institutions.
Even one of our own pages, Mr. Craig O’ Brien, will help us out by
talking about the pages program.

| hope young people will take the opportunity to turn out so they
can find out what government, the community and business are
doing to improve their chances of getting a good job. They can see
what we are doing to improve their opportunities for post-secon-
dary education and get the information they need to create a better
future for themselves.

APEC

Mr. Grant McNally (Dewdney—Alouette, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
| wish to inform the House of an APEC success story in my own
riding. On Wednesday, November 26 officials from Dongcheng
district of Beijing City in China together with Maple Ridge
entrepreneur Bill Stelmaschuk will sign an agreement to open a
reciprocal trade office between the city of Maple Ridge in my
riding and Dongcheng.

These offices will be the headquarters of China International
Investment Ltd. of North America, a partnership between govern-
ment and the private sector. It will open up multimillion dollar
investment opportunities for Canadian and Chinese entrepreneurs.
Initial joint ventures include the construction of an indoor family
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entertainment complex, shipping container sales and leasing, com-
puter sales and vehicle and heavy leasing equipment.

| ask the House to join me in congratulating Bill Stelmaschuk
and the people of Dongcheng for demonstrating through their
actions that the entrepreneurial spirit is indeed alive and well in
Canada.

[Translation]

VETERANS

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—L abelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it isno coincidence that the interest for Remembrance
Day is increasing everywhere in Canada and that there are more
and more people at the ceremonies.

It must be pointed out that Veterans Affairs Canada has decided
to go modern and has devel oped an excellent web site. The number
of hits this year increased by 238%.

During a two-week period, 23,000 Canadians had more than a
million hits on the Veterans Affairs Canada web site and accessed
various items such as the Books of Remembrance and \eterans
Remember, a collection of stories and radio interviews with
veterans. This site seeks to promote young Canadians' interest in
our country’s military history.

Furthermore, last Tuesday, young people hired by STEM-Net in
Newfoundland and Labrador launched a new digital series by
SchoolNet on Canada at war.

It is most fitting that the House acknowledge all Canadians,

young and old, who continue to help us pay tribute to Canada's
veterans and recognize their achievements and sacrifices.

® (1110)

[English]

ABORIGINAL YOUTH

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
historic systematic abuse of aboriginal youth by residential schools
goes unanswered by this government. An apology is due.

It appears that lawyers run the department, as this Liberal
government has yet to say two simple words. “we're sorry”.

Every day this government remains content to alow the full
weight of this horror to burn in the minds and hearts of the

S0.31

countless victims is another day this government shares responsi-
bility for this acts of ritualized abuse.

Aboriginal youth were torn from their families and communi-
ties. Their language, culture, customs and val ues were suppressed.
The wounds of this abuse are still open and now is the time for
healing.

The royal commission clearly states that recognizing our mis-
take is the first step toward a new relationship based on mutual
respect. An apology from this government would be one small
remedy that would begin the healing. Anything less is unconscio-
nable, unforgivable and unacceptable.

* Kk %

ROYAL COMMISSION ON ABORIGINAL PEOPLES

Mrs. Nancy Karetak-Lindell (Nunavut, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
today marks the first anniversary of the release of the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples report. The report recom-
mended several actions the government should take in addressing
the concerns of many aboriginal communities.

| am pleased that the federal government will respond to this
report in the new year and equally pleased to be on the committee
that will look at the government’s response.

[Editor’s Note: Member spoke in Inuktitut]
[English]

Thereisno doubt that the work of the commission will influence
aboriginal policy and | thank all those who participated in prepar-
ing this report for their valuable work.

* k% *
[Translation]

QUEBEC ECONOMY

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, where have all the scarecrows gone?

Until last May, the members opposite were constantly making
inflammatory statements on the economic consequences of politi-
cal uncertainty in Quebec. Thisfall, however, our scarecrows have
stayed out of sight, strangely enough. It istrue that there isalot of
good news.

With the socioeconomic summit launched by Premier Bouchard,
thereis atremendous rise in new investments all over Quebec. It is
said that economic growth will be greater than in France, Germany,
the United States, Italy and Japan.

In spite of the economic disaster handed down by the provincial
Liberals and of enormous federal cuts, the Parti Quebecois govern-
ment is continuing to put Quebec’s economy and finances back on
track. This has sent our economic scarecrows into hiding.
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Could it be that they have decided to do like the birds and fly
South? If that is the case, good for them, they can stay there. We
wish them a good holiday.

[English]
JUSTICE
Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,

PC): Mr. Speaker, this is restorative justice week. True justice
makes things right rather than lamenting what is wrong. True
justice cultivates strength rather than perpetuating failure. | believe
restorative justice could be a great part of the solution for our
justice system in Canada.

Restorative justice views crime as aviolation of the victimin the
community, not solely a violation of the state. As a result, the
offender becomes accountable to the victim and the community.

Under our existing justice system, offenders seldom are required
to realize the harm they have caused. Restorative justice confronts
the perpetrators with the personal harm they have caused and
requires them to pay reparation and make real amends to victims
and the community.

Restorative justice offers victims the opportunity to regain
personal powers and alows them the time to become more
involved with the justice system. It aso gives them the power that
was taken away when the crime was committed.

In one word, restorative justice puts victims at the centre of the
justice system where they should always have been.

Restorative justice should be studied by this House as an
alternative to the current way of thinking about crime and criminal
justice in Canada.

INTEGRATED MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGIES
INSTITUTE

Mrs. Sue Barnes (London West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Industry recently celebrated the opening of the Nation-
al Research Council’s newest research facility, the Integrated
Manufacturing Technologies Institute. This institute will eventual-
ly house 140 scientists, engineers, technicians and support staff and
will further enhance London, Ontario’s reputation as a leading
centre of research and development in Canada.

Research programs at IMTI will be aimed at keeping Canadian
manufacturers at the forefront of technological innovation and
advances needed in our highly competitive global economy. These
programs will continue to position Canada as aworld leader in our
future knowledge based areas of concern.

| congratul ate the NRC on over 80 years of improving the lives
of Canadians by performing and supporting relevant research and
development. | also applaud the diverse team of stakeholders from
the University of Western Ontario, industry, levels of government
and the local business community in attracting this high valued
added institute to our city.

Congratulations. Félicitations.

* % *
e (1115)

PEACEKEEPING

Mrs. Rose-Marie Ur (Lambton—Kent—Middlesex, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canada is enormously proud of its international
contribution to peacekeeping and peacebuilding. Today 15 police
officers from several forces are leaving on a peacekeeping mission
to Bosnia. The officers are from the RCMP, Hamilton-Wentworth
Regional Police, Waterloo Regional Police, Durham Regional
Police and the Ontario Provincial Police.

On behalf of al Canadians, | would like to wish these officers
well on their journey. The officers leaving today will replace a
contingent of 15 other officers who will be returning to Canada
from Bosnia in a few days. We are grateful that the officers
returning have safely accomplished their mission. They can be
proud of their work with the United Nations.

I would like to officially recognize the humanitarian efforts of
these officers who have worked hard to restore peace and order in
Bosnia, with a respect for internationally recognized human rights
and fundamental freedoms.

We know we can count on the professionalism of these Canadian
police officers to continue to serve the UN well and support
responsible police forces in Bosnia.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD
[English]

CANADA POST

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Iland, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it used to be said
that nothing could stop the mail, neither rain nor snow, nor sleet nor
hail, but this Libera government has stopped the mail. This
minister will not take a stand and the postal strikeis paralyzing the
country at the absolute worst time of year. Canadians want to get
out their holiday parcels. It is the busiest time of the year for many
businesses and charities are suffering because the mail is not
moving.

How many more days, how many more weeks or how many
more months is this government willing to alow this strike to
paralyze our country?
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Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am amazed that a party that indicates it wants less
government now wants government to get involved and interfere
in the collective bargaining process.

| ask the opposition party to let the collective bargaining system
work for Canadians and have no government interference.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, this government
has this unflagging trust in this collective bargaining process, the
process which has brought our post office four strikes in ten years
and has not brought a resolution to this current dispute for seven
months. Why not let them bargain while the mail is still being
delivered or is the Canadian government going to hold Canadians
hostage right through Christmas?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | am amazed that the opposition, a party that wants less
government, wants government to movein right away and interfere
with the collective bargaining process.

Let the system work. Let both parties do what they are doing, sit
down and come up with an agreement.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, charities are
being hurt the worst. Take, for example, the Old Brewery Mission
in Montreal, a homeless shelter. It has had a $700,000 mail
campaign for fund-raising stopped dead in its tracks by this strike.
They are facing debt and they are struggling to pay for the 1,200
meals that they deliver to the homeless each day. This charity and
the homeless that depend on it are paying the price for this
government’s inaction.

How many such causes is this Liberal government ready to
sacrifice while it keeps making these lame excuses?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is hard to imagine this party criticizing the Minister of
Labour for protecting the collective bargaining system in an
attempt to gain short-term political gain. Shame on the opposition.

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Coquihalla, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
small and medium size businesses are the engine of this economy.
For weeks the effects of amail strike have been looming over their
heads. Now we are into the third day of a full-blown strike costing
the economy hundreds of millions of dollars a day.

How many more millions of dollars will small businesses have
to lose before this government legislates the post office back to
work?

® (1120)

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, under the collective bargaining system the parties have
the right to strike. It is unfortunate when we get to this point, but it

Oral Questions

is the right under part | of the Canada Labour Code and we must
adhere to the laws of the land.

Mr. Jim Hart (Okanagan—Coquihalla, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
the minister continues to defend a system that history shows has
failed. Four strikes in ten years. There have been seven months of
failled negotiations.

Meanwhile, small and medium size businesses are losing mil-
lions of dollars during their busiest season, not to mention the
collateral damage of lay-offs and lost jobs.

I will ask the minister again, when will the government come to
its senses and order back to work legislation?

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay (Minister of Labour, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we are going through a process, a process that has worked
well for this country.

My colleague mentions the process and the number of strikes
that have taken place. Over the last year, 94.5% of the companies
under the federal jurisdiction have been settled without a work

stoppage.

In the seven months of this year, there have been fewer days lost
than that.

[Translation]

OPTION CANADA

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is for the acting Prime Minister.

The bad odour surrounding the Option Canada affair is getting
worse. This organization had nothing but a fake headquarters, its
financial statements and minutes are mysteriously unlocatable, and
its administrators mere figureheads. All that we do know about this
organization is that it is a creation of the Council for Canadian
Unity.

Can the Acting Prime Minister tell us how, under such condi-
tions, Option Canada was able to receive $4.2 million in funding
from the Minister of Canadian Heritage?

[English]

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Parks), Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this hon. member and hon. members from that party have
asked this question over and over again in the House.

The Minister of Canadian Heritage has provided clear and
concise explanations. If the hon. member has something new to
add, | suggest that she bring it forward in the House today.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the Junior Acting Prime Minister is not very well informed
about the responses by the Minister of Canadian Heritage, because
they are far from clear.
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The Acting Prime Minister, the Minister of Canadian Heritage,
the administrators of Option Canada, and those on the Council for
Canadian Unity are unable to tell us why and how the money was
used.

Can we have an explanation of how it can be that al of these
people involved to varying degrees with Option Canada have
suddenly been struck with collective amnesia?

[English]

Hon. Andy Mitchell (Secretary of State (Parks), Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, two years ago during the referendum in Quebec, the
citizens of Quebec voted to stay in Canada.

This party has never been able to accept that verdict. They
continue to fight a battle of two years ago. They are stuck in the
past. They have no vision for the future and this clearly demon-
strates that.

[Translation]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Bernard Bigras (Rosemont, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

Canada’'s ambassador in environmental matters, John Fraser,
added his voice to that of all environmental groups in denouncing
the minor Regina agreement on greenhouse gases. He calls on the
federal government to honour its earlier agreements.

Is the government committed to reviewing its position and
agreeing to that proposed by the Quebec government, as its own
ambassador of the environment is suggesting?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the Minister of the Environment said here in the House of
Commons, the government is currently consulting all interested
parties in order to prepare Canada's position for the conference
coming up in a few weeks.

Mr. Bernard Bigras (Rosemont, BQ): Mr. Speaker, what we
want to know on this side of the House is whether the government
is prepared to set the example, as it did in the case of the anti-
personnel mines, and to sign the Kyoto agreement even though the
United States and other countries might refuse?

® (1125)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as
the minister said in this House, we intend to propose a position for
Canada that reflects the best interest of the people of Canada and
elsewhere. This is what we will do at the conference in a few
weeks.

[English]

TAGS

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
the government appears to be sticking by its decision to end the
TAGS program in Atlantic Canada by May 1998.

| want to ask the minister of human resources why the govern-
ment persists in doing something that it knows will create a
veritable explosion of legitimate and justifiable anger in so many
Atlantic Canadian communities.

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we are conducting right now an
important review of the post-TAGS situation. | have asked one of
my very senior and trusted officials to ook into the situation. This
gentleman is meeting with the provinces, the fishermen, the
associations and the communities. We will be looking very careful-
ly into the post-TAGS situation and the government will behave

appropriately.

Mr. Bill Blaikie (Winnipeg—Transcona, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
talking about appropriate behaviour, | wonder if the minister could
tell us why we have been able to access adocument that shows that
the human resources department, in collaboration with the RCMP,
the PCO and Treasury Board, has hired a consultant, Stonehaven
Productions, to train senior managers on how to deal with, and |
quote: ““life threatening, explosive, dangerous situations after the
end of the TAGS program’.

Why is the government conspiring against the legitimate anger
of its citizens and planning to end the TAGS program while going
through the sham of this review, instead of changing its mind and
doing the right thing?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am going to look at this very
bizarre way of addressing the situation. We are well aware of the
situation in Newfoundland and in the maritime provinces and in
Quebec aswell. We are well aware of the very difficult situation in
which these people live.

Thisiswhy we have brought forward thisimportant program for
crisis and emergency situations. We are conducting an important
review of the post-TAGS situation and we will then take the
appropriate decisions.

MARINE ATLANTIC

Mr. Bill Matthews (Burin—St. George's, PC): Mr. Speaker,
Marine Atlantic is presently phasing out its headquarters operation
in Moncton, New Brunswick.
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I would like to ask the government what guidelines or instruc-
tions it has given Mr. Morrison of Marine Atlantic in carrying out
the relocation process and if indeed he has been instructed to
relocate Marine Atlantic headquarters in Newfoundland and Lab-
rador?

Mr. Stan Keyes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for his
question.

Marine Atlantic is an important vestiture within the Atlantic
community and Marine Atlantic serves our country well on the east
coast.

I want to inform the hon. member that the file on Marine
Atlantic is presently being examined by the Minister of Transport
to look at al the permutations and possibilities for Marine Atlan-
tic's location in Atlantic Canada.

Mr. Bill Matthews (Burin—St. George's, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
am sure that the parliamentary secretary must realize that the only
purpose for Marine Atlantic now isto provide avery important and
essential service to Newfoundland and Labrador. There are no
other operations for Marine Atlantic.

| would like to ask the parliamentary secretary, has Mr. Morrison
of Marine Atlantic been instructed to locate Marine Atlantic
headquarters in Port aux Basques, Newfoundland, the centre of
Marine Atlantic operations in Newfoundland and Labrador?

Mr. Stan Keyes (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Transport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am sure the hon. member can
appreciate that no one is going to be directing anyone to do
anything until all the discussion takes place, al the input is made
from the various stakeholders and all the concerned entities who
are affected by the Marine Atlantic organization are consulted so
that a decision will be made in the best interests of east coast
Canada, in the best interests of Marine Atlantic and the people it
Serves.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Nanaimo—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we
now know, courtesy of Premiers Klein and Tobin, the government’s
position on fossil fuel emissionsthat it is going to take to Kyoto. It
will be 1990 levels by the year 2007.

Why did the Prime Minister choose to whisper this to the
premiers instead of informing the House? We cannot get the
government’s position in this House. Is it because there is going to
be an economic hit of $33 billion?

® (1130)
Who is going to pay for this?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
think it is important that instead of relying on speculation and

Oral Questions

piecemeal press reports we await the development of a position
that takes into account all the points of view on this issue.

| hope the hon. member is not surprised that the Prime Minister
and the Minister of the Environment are consulting with provincial
premiers on these issues. | hope the hon. member favours consulta-
tion with provincia partners because they are very much involved.

The effort has been to develop a position which reflects all
interests, and that is what we will do.

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Nanaimo—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, itis
rather humourous and absurd that our prime minister's sole
position is to produce less gas than President Clinton. That is their
whole goal over there.

However, it istragic that in doing so they are prepared to accept
the loss of 40,000 jobs, a lower standard of living and the
destruction of some economic sectors.

Again, who is going to pay for this position?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of the Environment has made it very clear that our
intention is to bring to Kyoto a position which reflects Canadian
interests in general. We are consulting with all stakeholders.

The provinces are very much involved in this process. At
Regina, just 10 days ago, a conference was held to ensure that the
position reflectstheir interests aswell. That iswhat we are going to
do.

[Translation]

INMATE SECURITY RATING

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Solicitor General.

On October 31, 1997, in aletter to the president of the Consell
des travailleurs et des travailleuses du Québec, Quebec’s Salicitor
General Jacques Chamberland indicated that a new inmate security
rating scale was under devel opment.

Since we know that a process to review security ratings was
initiated more than two years ago, can the minister tell us when the
new policy will come into effect?

[English]

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in fact | have met with the president of the union on
questions of safety very often. We will be acting on those recom-
mendations shortly.

[Translation]

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, in
the same letter, the minister said that there was a level of danger
and risk attached to working in Quebec’'s penal institutions.
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How can the Solicitor General justify the fact that, in Donnaco-
na, from December to March, outer towers may be unmanned after
8 p.m., which means there will be no supervision outside?

[English]

Hon. Andy Scott (Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, these are penitentiaries and there is a safety question
because they are facilities designed to deal with that. That is the
reason we have introduced a number of safety features, very
successfully, having to do with ion scanners, detectors, two-way
radios. Any number of safety features have been introduced lately
and it is very important for the protection of our employees.

KREVER INQUIRY

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Wanuskewin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
today Canada’'s foremost expert on the tainted blood scandal,
Justice Horace Krever, submits his final report on this, the worst
public health tragedy in Canadian history.

The current health minister is the very same minister who
blocked Krever in the courts, withheld vital documents from
Krever and obstructed Krever at every turn.

Given the deplorable record of the Minister of Health in
obstructing the Krever commission, how can Canadians have any
faith that this minister will heed the recommendations in Krever’'s
report?

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
hon. member is profoundly wrong. The Government of Canada
went to the federal court at first instance in order to assert
important principles having to do with findings of wrongdoing
against former federal officials.

Our position prevailed. We were found to be right. We then
dropped out of the litigation and it went to the Federal Court of
Appeal and the Supreme Court of Canada without our involvement.

The hon. member is wrong.

Asto the Krever report, we have been awaiting it along time and
we look forward to receiving it today.

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Wanuskewin, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
forgive me for my scepticism on this matter. Two days ago on the
floor of the House this minister could not even keep a straight face
when he postured about keeping commitments with respect to
Canadian hesdlth.

Randy Conners and a number of others have died. These are
precious people who have died while this minister obstructed
Justice Krever.

Given this hedth minister's obstructionist record, how can
Canadians have any faith that he will implement Krever's recom-
mendations?

® (1135)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, how
will Canadians who are watching this performance have any
respect for a political process when a member of Parliament
refuses to accept fact and insists on trafficking in fiction? That is
nonsense. We did anything but obstruct the Krever commission.

We look forward to the report and as soon as we get it we will
continue with his recommendations in our work of ensuring that
the blood system is the best blood system in the world.

The Deputy Speaker: | remind hon. members that it is useful
for the Chair to be able to hear the questions and the answers.

* Kk %

[Translation]

CANADA POST

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the minister responsible for the Canada Post
Corporation.

In spite of the minister's untimely statements that special
legislation would be passed in case of a strike, it seemsthat the two
sides are still negotiating and might reach a settlement in the next
few days.

Can the minister tell us about the progress made and will he
reaffirm his commitment not to get involved in the postal conflict
and let the two sides negotiate in good faith?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to inform
the hon. member and the House that negotiations are continuing.

We hope they will continue through the weekend and that a
negotiated settlement will be reached, so that by Monday all
Canadians will get their mail.

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the threat of privatization is hanging over Canada Post like a dark
cloud.

If the government has nothing to hide regarding this issue, will
the minister tell us when he will release the full report prepared by
TD Securities on Canada Post, in April?

Hon. Alfonso Gagliano (Minister of Public Works and Gov-
ernment Services, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on several occasions, my
predecessor, myself and other members of the government have
clearly said that the government has no intention of privatizing the
Canada Post Corporation.
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As far as we are concerned, all necessary documents have been
made public, as required.

[English]

THE SENATE

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the prime minister has showed that he has finally had enough.
He raised the attendance bar for senators to 2.2%, and Senator
Thompson tripped over it. Does he have any intention of raising the
Senate attendance bar even higher, say to 5%, to 10% or how about
a mind boggling 20%?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| see the Reform Party is endorsing the position taken with respect
to Senator Thompson. We appreciate its support.

However, the question he has asked deals with mattersinvolving
the commission of internal economy of the Senate and | am sure
that the senators will take note of his very interesting question.

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, getting kicked out of the Liberal caucusis more of areward than
a punishment. Now the senator does not need to fight any feelings
of guilt for missing the caucus meetings while he is wasting away
in Margaritaville.

The prime minister claims the right of appointing senators. Will
he do Canadian taxpayers a favour and give senators who collect
their salary but do not show up for work a dis-appoint?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my hon. friend is asking for an amendment to the Constitution. Itis
a very interesting suggestion. | would say that hopefully if some
day we have an elected Senate it will not be, as Reform requests,
election for life but will also involve the potential of unelection
through the decision of the public.

At least we know now that the hon. member has confirmed the
position of another colleague of his when it came to policy. The
member for Athabasca said on another matter, and this applies
here: *“Our position is unimportant”. That is the Reform position
on everything.

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENTINSURANCE

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviére-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basgues, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the
Minister of Human Resources Development.

Oral Questions

Everyone agrees that El premium rates are much too high, and
that a large percentage of premiums is diverted away from its
primary purpose, which is the protection of unemployed workers.

What is the government waiting for to announce a significant
reduction in El premium rates?

® (1140)

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | met the Minister of Finance
severa times this week.

| am very pleased to tell the House that rates will be reduced
from $2.90 in 1997 to $2.70 on January 1, 1998, meaning that we
are going to accelerate the process in order to introduce on January
1, 1998 the rate we had forecast for 1999.

Thisisthe fourth year in arow that this government has lowered
El premium rates.

[English]

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. John McKay (Scarborough East, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
economy grew at an annualized rate of 4.9% in the second quarter
of this year. Interests rates are at 30 year lows. The economy is
creating jobs at twice its normal rate. Yet not al Canadians are
participating in this economic recovery. The unemployment rate
remains stubbornly high at 9.1%

Would the finance minister tell Canadians why this rate is so
high while other parts of the economy are prospering.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the unemployment rate has come down substantially since we have
taken office. There is no doubt that the Canadian economy
continues to feel the trauma of the recession of the early 1990s.

Given the kind of news the minister of human resources has just
announced, every single year since we have taken office unemploy-
ment insurance rates have come down. This represents atax cut of
$1.4 billion.

At the same time the unprecedented clean-up of the ballot sheet
has led to a lowering—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Esguimalt—Juan
de Fuca.

APEC

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, British Columbiais very happy to host the APEC summit,
but Canadians are not happy when trade is done at the expense of
human rights.
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Some of the worst abusers of human rights are coming to British
Columbia. This issue has been swept under the red carpet.

We want to know whether the prime minister is going to publicly
bring up the issue of human rights at the APEC Summit.

Hon. David Kilgour (Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, human rights are very important to
this government, as | hope the member knows.

The summit deals with economic issues. We deal on a bilateral
issue on human rights issues, as the member knows. The govern-
ment is helping to sponsor the people’'s summit which will be
dealing with human rights and other issues of concern to the
member and all Canadians.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, as the member honestly knows, human rights and trade
are two halves of the same whole. They cannot be separated.

Canadians are fed up with human rights being chatted with a
whisper behind closed doors, as the prime minister has done
before. Canadians want this government to stand up to its convic-
tions and talk about human rights publicly.

Again, will the prime minister publicly debate and call for a
public discussion on humans rights at the APEC summit?

Hon. David Kilgour (Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the member will probably know that
in the case of Indonesia, the leader of the east Timorese people,
Noble Peace prize winner Mr. José Ramos-Horta, last night on the
National said: ““Canada should welcome Indonesian President
Suharto with dignity but also take a hard line on human rights.
They can have a face to face dialogue with him, firm but non-con-
frontational’’.

| would submit that is an indication of what we are trying to do.

ABORIGINAL YOUTH

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | riseon
the anniversary of the Royal Commission on Aborigina Peoples
report to say shame on this Liberal government.

The minister of Indian affairs says they need yet more time to
respond. There has been enough time to read 50 compelling and
damning pages of systematic and ritualized physical, sexual and
emotiona abuse of aboriginal children in residential schools.

® (1145)

My question is clear. All else aside, will the government say two
words to begin the healing, two words, we're sorry?

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
thank the hon. member for his question.

| just want to report to him that there were 440 recommendations
in the RCAP. The report is not on the shelf. Rather it is one of the
most important tools we have at our disposal. What we are going to
do isin the Speech from the Throne and the government will act as
soon as possible.

Ms. Bev Degjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Royal
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples report recommends that the
Metis people of Canada have the right to be acknowledged under
section 91(21) of the Constitution Act, 1867.

Will the Liberal government acknowledge support of thisrecom-
mendation?

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairsand Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
want to remind the hon. member that the government should not
table aresponse just for the fact of tabling a response. We want to
table the right response. We are working with the provincial
governments and the aboriginal peoples.

I will quote Mr. Phil Fontaine who said in the Calgary Herald “1
am confident at least at this stage that the government is serious
about doing something’.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-
tional Trade.

U.S. customs compliance checks at Canadian borders are costing
Canadians jobs. They are an unfair burden to Canadian Christmas
tree farmers in particular. Several tractor trailer loads of Canadian
Christmas trees have been unloaded and then forcefully reloaded,
with Canadian shippers paying as much as $1,100 for their treesto
be unloaded and rel oaded even if they are in complete compliance.

What will the government do to address the issue?

Mr. Julian Reed (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government is very
concerned about activities going on across the border because trade
has actually doubled over the last 10 years. We are in the process of
upgrading all our transporter areas so that the problem will be
corrected.
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Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of International Trade.

Having our exporters' products checked for compliance at the
border is a non-tariff trade barrier that has resulted in damaged
products and mixed up orders. Some of the 53-foot drop trailers
have ten to a dozen drops on them. All the products do not always
get reloaded.

Will the minister insist that a U.S. custom official or a USDA
officer check for compliance at the point of delivery rather than at
the border?

Mr. Julian Reed (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would dearly loveto. |
could only tell my hon. friend we are aware that increased trade
back and forth with the United States has brought on an additional
burden at border crossings, and we are taking measures to correct
it.

RIGHTSOF CHILDREN

Mr. Joe Jordan (L eeds—Grenville, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yester-
day was National Child Day. Upon reflection this may explain
some of the actions in the House yesterday.

Research clearly shows that early and aggressive intervention to
improve the quality of life of our young people pays huge
dividends for the children, their families and society.

An hon. member: When are you going to stop taxing them?

Mr. Joe Jordan: This may not be important to the Reform Party
but it is important to Liberals.

Could the minister outline to the House and indeed all Cana-
dians, because | think Canadians care, what programs—

Some hon. members: Sit down.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
thereis no question that early intervention is critical to children. As
chair of the national children's agenda—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

® (1150)

The Deputy Speaker: Order, please. It is difficult for the Chair
to hear the answer.

There may not have been a question but there was a statement. It
is norma when amember gets cut off before the end of a statement
that the minister gets to answer the statement. | invite the hon.
Minister of Health to resume his answer.

Oral Questions

Hon. Allan Rock: Mr. Speaker, | was saying that it is obvious
early intervention is crucia if we are to provide children with a
future. As the chair of the national children's agenda | am very
much aware of that.

| can tell the hon. member of one initiative that we have in
partnership with provinces and communities that is working very
well. It is called community action program for children. Every
week 30,000 Canadian children in 750 projectsin 500 communities
across the country are the direct beneficiaries of volunteer hours
spent with those kids to improve their lives. That is just one
example of what we can do for children.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Mike Scott (Skeena, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Greg Twoyoung-
men, chair of the Committee Against Injustice to Natives, has been
scathingly critical of the department of Indian affairsin Alberta. He
has publicly highlighted the absolute failure of the minister to
protect the interests of grassroots aboriginal people.

Now we find the department of Indian affairs has blatantly tried
to buy Mr. Twoyoungmen's silence by offering him a high paying
job.

Why is the department of Indian affairs engaged in a seedy
underhanded attempt to buy off its critics?

Mr. Bernard Patry (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Indian Affairs and Northern Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the answer is that we are not doing such a thing.

* Kk %

[Translation]

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Ms. Héléne Alarie (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Finance.

The Canadian effort in research and development is limited to a
paltry 1.64% of GDP. For a long time, the Bloc Quebecais, in its
platform, and other stakeholders have been calling for the govern-
ment to gradually increase granting council budgets.

Isthe minister going to act on the requests made by the Canadian
Consortium for Research and increase by 50% his total investment
in granting councils over the next four years in order to reduce the
gap separating us from our main trading partners?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, if
the member took alook at the previous budgets, she would see that
there were cuts at the very beginning, but that we have since
increased the budgets. If there is enough flexibility, if finances
alow it, we intend to continue along that line.
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TAGS

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Human Resources
Development. It concerns the government’s plans for the end to the
TAGS program.

How could the minister expect Canadians to take him seriously
when he says that the government is working on plans to help out
the affected communities after TAGS s finished and we know heis
telling the RCMP and his own officials they should get ready for
the fact that they will be doing nothing?

The minister now has a copy of the leaked document before him.
Will he explain why the government is making plans for a socia
disaster in fishing communities instead of preventing the end of
assistance for fishing communities and the people in those areas?

Hon. Pierre S. Pettigrew (Minister of Human Resources
Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have never asked the RCMPto
do the sorts of things he said in his question. | understand that some
of our officials need some training to be able to cope with
confrontational situations and to handle more difficult situations on
an individual basis. It has happened not only in relation to TAGS
but across Canada. This is the way it works.

Our government is doing the right thing by conducting areview
of the post-TAGS situation. We are not particularly worried
because we trust Canadians and we know Canadians behave
properly al the time.

FINANCE

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, during the
finance committee hearings on Bill C-2 departmental officials
informed members that the auditor general agreed he would not
oversee the investment board. The auditor general has now sent a
letter to the committee asking that his position be clarified. He
wants to and should be auditor for that board.

My question is for the Minister of Finance. Will the auditor
genera oversee the investment board or not? If not, why did the
minister’s officials mislead members of the committee?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
that is not the auditor general’s position. In any event, the auditor
genera’s position will be clarified.

® (1155)

TELEMARKETING

Mr. lan Murray (Lanark—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry.

Canadians have become alarmed at the victimization of vulner-
able people by fraudulent telemarketers. Could the parliamentary
secretary assure the House that the amendments introduced to the
Competition Act will be effective in ending this deplorable prac-
tice?

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, telemarketing scams are estimated to
be in the $4 billion mark.

Tough new measures have just been introduced in the House in
Bill C-20. The bill will attack telemarketing scam artists. The hill
will crack down on criminals by amending the misleading advertis-
ing provisions of Canada's Competition Act.

| thank the member for his question. | urge everyone in the
Houseto take action to inform their constituents of the phone scam
and the seniors busters program.

* Kk %

CIDA

Mr. Gurmant Grewal (Surrey Central, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
minister in charge of CIDA is mismanaging her department. Sheis
using budget cuts to absolve herself of her responsibility to ensure
accountability at CIDA.

Now more than ever CIDA needsthe Aid Effectiveness Advisory
Committee that it asked for in 1994 to manage CIDA budget cuts.
If sheis planning to give her senior officials the tools they need to
ensure accountability at CIDA, why did she refuse to establish this
committee?

Hon. DianeMarleau (Minister for I nternational Cooperation
and Minister responsible for Francophonie, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
since we brought in some very strict and very big cutsto CIDA we
have done a lot of work to streamline the administration at CIDA.

The hon. member is asking us to put in another layer of
bureaucracy. Somehow it does not seem to sit well with what they
usualy tell us.

[Translation]

EXPORTS OF DEFENCE GOODS

Mr. Daniel Turp (Beauhar nois—Salaberry, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Foreign Affairs, or rather the
Deputy Prime Minister.
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Since 1990, it has been standard practice for a detailed report
to be tabled before this House on exports of Canadian defence
goods. This year, the report has still not been tabled, more than
six months after the usual date of publication.

While the government is boasting of being an agent of modera-
tion and a great pacifier in the international community, what is it
concealing from us by delaying the publication of this report?

[English]

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this has to do with the tabling of
a report.

[Translation]

If the hon. member informs us that a document has not been
tabled in the House, | will commit to finding out what is going on.
If it must be tabled in the House, it will be, as soon as possible.

[English]

DEVCO

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’Or, NDP): Mr. Speaker, my
question is addressed to the Minister of Natural Resources. Dev-
co's chairman, Mr. Joe Shannon, pretends to be working hard to
modernize Devco.

One of his projects has been to rip up the rail track used to haul
coal away from the mines. In the name of efficiency trucks are now
used instead. | am sureit isthe desire to modernize that has led Mr.
Shannon to pursue this project.

| am sure it has nothing to do with the fact that Mr. Shannon is
the owner of one of the largest trucking companies on Cape Breton
Island.

While the House has heard many stories about Liberal patron-
age, it is rare to find an example this blatant—

The Deputy Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Gerry Byrne (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member has
made a very specific allegation but in a very roundabout way.

The chairman and the entire board of directors of Devco are
actively pursuing the revitalization of this crown corporation. | am
pleased with the work they are doing under difficult circumstances.

Facing an international environment for these types of marketsis
a difficult process. They are doing a very good job. We support
them fully and | encourage the hon. member to do the sameinstead
of making silly accusations.

2037
Oral Question
TAXATION
Mr. Gerry Ritz (Battlefords—LIloydminster, Ref.): Mr.

Speaker, the finance minister is deaf to his colleague's admission
the other day that the Liberals are ““ very familiar with the fact that
our income taxes are very high”.

Will the government do the responsible thing and bring tax relief
to millions of working Canadians who have been impoverished by
bracket creep, or the one million small business owners whose
small business deduction remains unchanged for 15 years?

Where is the tax relief for al Canadians from the government’s
insatiable tax appetite?

® (1200)

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
perhaps the hon. member missed the announcement by my col-
league, the Minister of Human Resources Development. Let me
repeat it.

Asaresult of his announcement that the employment insurance
premiums will drop from $2.90 to $2.70, we have just provided
Canadians with a tax cut of $1.4 hillion.

The Deputy Speaker: Order. That will bring to a close the
question period for today.

PRESENCE IN GALLERY

The Deputy Speaker: | wish to draw to the attention of
members the presence in the gallery of His Excellency Xiao Yang,
Minister of Justice of the People’s Republic of China.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

The Deputy Speaker: While | am on my feet, | would like to
remind members of a very important anniversary. Nine years ago
today, the brilliant and very distinguished class of 1988 was elected
for the first time to this House. | want to congratulate all my
colleagues on this very happy anniversary occasion.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on a point of
order.

| was just wondering about your comment. Were you talking
about the brilliant class of 1988 including the 211 Conservatives
who were elected at that time?

The Deputy Speaker: | was talking about the brilliant members
of the class of 1988 who are here in the House celebrating the
anniversary. | am sure the hon. member would not to confuse the
issue.

The Deputy Speaker: | have notice of a question of privilege.
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PRIVILEGE

PRESSRELEASE

Ms. Bev Degjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | riseon a
point of privilege concerning a press release issued by the member
for Dauphin—Swan River, dated November 19, 1997.

Beauchesne, citations 64 through 70, make it clear that reflec-
tions on a member of Parliament that make it impossible for that
member to fulfil their duties properly comprise a breach of

privilege.

On November 18, at the Standing Committee on Transport |
introduced an amendment that would ensure the employees of the
Canadian ports that they would not be subjected to undue hardship
as a result of changes to Bill C-9.

Reform did not introduce an amendment that would protect these
employees. Yet the member for Dauphin—Swan River did a press
release which heinaccurately headlined ** Liberalsand NDP oppose
protection for ports employees.”

Such misrepresentations make it impossible for me to fulfil my
duties as a member of Parliament. The actions that | took at a
committee of this House, actions which are a matter of record, are
deliberately misrepresented to the public by a fellow member of
that committee. This is not a matter for debate or question of
interpretation or of nuance. It is a case where | am accused of not
doing something that the records show | did.

| move that the—

The Deputy Speaker: | have listened carefully to the hon.
member’s comments which strike me as being in the nature of a
complaint. | understand that sometimes in either debates in the
House or press releases or in statements outside the House,
members may say things about one another that are considered by
the other to be inaccurate or a misrepresentation.

The normal method of dealing with such things is through either
making a speech in the House, as the hon. member has done on this
occasion, or by sending out another press release or whatever steps
the member may think appropriate.

However, | do not believe this constitutes a question of privilege
and | certainly do not believe that the statements made, however
offensive the hon. member may have found them, are in any way
impeding her ability to carry on her duties as a member of this
place. That is the test of a question of privilege.

| will consider the matter closed.

* Kk %

POINTS OF ORDER

COMMENTSIN CHAMBER

Mr. Joe Jordan (Leeds—Grenville, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on a
point of order.

Yesterday, in response to a statement by the member for
Edmonton North that | took to be an accusation about my staff who
were not here to defend themselves, | still feel very strongly about
that. As aresult of subsequent discussions with the member, | am
convinced that it was not her intention to give that impression and |
would like to withdraw my comments from yesterday.

® (1205)
PRESENCE IN GALLERY

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, how can
we be asked to rise and stand for a man who represents justice in a
country like Chinawhen he was the butcher of Tiananmen Square?
How can we do that?

The Deputy Speaker: | think the hon. member has the right to
remain at his seat, should he wish to do so. It is entirely appropri-
ate, when aforeign guest is here in our gallery, that the fact of his
presence be recognized. That is what the Chair did and | think that
is entirely appropriate.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, on the same point of order. | do not know how we can
actualy stand up in this House—

TheDeputy Speaker: | do not think thisisapoint of order. Hon.
members are free to stand, or sit in their seats, as they wish. There
is no obligation on members to stand or do whatever. | think the
matter is closed. The guest is here and | do not believe there isany
point of order arising out of it.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to section
36.8 | have the honour of tabling in both official languages the
government’s response to 10 petitions.

* k% *
[Translation]

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

FINANCE

Mr. Maurizio Bevilacqua (Vaughan—King—Aurora, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | have the honour to present in both official languages
the report of the Standing Committee on Finance, pursuant to the
order of reference of Wednesday, October 8, 1977.

The committee examined Bill C-2, an act to establish the Canada
Pension Plan Investment Board and to amend the Canada Pension
Plan and the Old Age Security Act and to make consequential
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amendments to other Acts. On Thursday, November 20, 1997 it
decided to report the bill with amendments.

[English]

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Calgary West on a
point of privilege.

PRIVILEGE
PRESENCE IN GALLERY

Mr. Rob Anders(Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, isit not an
insult and a degradation to the decorum of the House to rise for a
man who is the butcher of Tiananmen Square?

The Deputy Speaker: There is no question of privilege.

* * %

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Ref.) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-285, an act to amend the Divorce Act
(joint custody).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank you for the
opportunity to introduce thisbill and thank my hon. colleague from
Skeena for seconding it.

Sadly, all too often marriagesin Canadaend in divorce. Unfortu-
nately, children are frequently the casualty of these breaks-ups and
they are further hurt when custody is awarded to only one parent.
This bill would provide for automatic joint custody unless there is
proven neglect or abuse.

Joint custody does not mean children are shuffled back and forth
between two homes. It means there is a joint responsibility for
decisions made in the best interest of the child and access cannot be
denied arbitrarily by one of the parents. Children need the love and
support of both parents and our laws should reflect that.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % *
® (1210)

COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

FISHERIESAND OCEANS

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.) moved:

That 10 members of the Standing Committee on Fisheries and Oceans be
authorized to extend their travel throughout Newfoundland from November 30,
1997 to December 2, 1997, and that the necessary staff do accompany the members
of the committee.

| would like to say to my colleagues on both sides of the House
that consultations have been held with all parties and agreement
has been reached.

Routine Proceedings
(Motion agreed to)

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Ms. Marlene Catterall (Ottawa West—Nepean, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | move:

That the following member be added to the list of associate members of the
Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs: Mr. Garry Breitkreuz.

(Motion agreed to)

PETITIONS

NATIONAL UNITY

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 36, | am pleased to present a number of petitionsto
the House today.

The first three petitions call for the Prime Minister to declare
Canadaindivisible. The 82 petitioners ask that federal boundaries
be modified only by a free, nationwide vote, or through the
amending formula process as stipulated in the Constitution.

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the fourth
petition requests that Parliament amend the Criminal Code, the
Bail Reform Act of 1972 and the Parole Act to reflect society’s
abhorrence of violence.

The petitioners ask that the sentencing of violent offenders
adequately protect the victims of crime and society as a whole by
removing the offender from society without early release.

They also request that agents of the crown be held accountable
for their actions in alowing dangerous criminals to walk free and
that the criminal justice system finally recognize the rights of
victims over those of the criminal.

CANADIAN FLAG

Mr. Hec Clouthier (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to present a petition on behalf of the
proud citizens of the great riding of Renfrew—Nipissing—Pem-
broke.

This petition calls upon the Parliament of Canada to adopt an
official pledge of allegiance to the Canadian flag after consulting
with Canadians on its wording.

DONKIN MINE

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’Or, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
proud today to table a petition requesting this Parliament to support
the opening of Donkin Mine as part of the crown-owned, free mine
operation under the jurisdiction of the Cape Breton Devel opment
Corporation.
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This petition consists of over 550 names from various commu-
nities on Cape Breton Idand, such as Glace Bay, Gabarouse,
Sydney River, New Waterford and the community of Donkin.

THE FAMILY

Mrs. Rose-Marie Ur (Lambton—Kent—Middlesex, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36 | am pleased to present
a petition on behalf of the residents of Strathroy and Grand Bend.

My constituents call upon Parliament to amend section 7 of the
charter of rights and freedoms to recognize the rights of individuals
to pursue family life free from state interference and recognize the
rights of parents to direct the upbringing of their children.

[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today we will answer
Question No. 12.

[Text]

Question No. 12—Mr. Ted White:

With regard to phase 3 of the Pacific Rim national Park, which was to have been
proclaimed a national park in or around 1975, (a) what is the reason or reasons phase
3 has never been proclaimed a national park; and (b) what is the target date now for
proclaiming phase 3 of the national park a national park?

Hon. Andrew Mitchell (Secretary of State (Parks), Lib.): (a)
The proposed Pecific Rim national park lies within areas currently
subject to comprehensive land claim, or treaty settlement, negoti-
ations. Where proposed national parks are affected by aboriginal
claims, government policy precludes proclamation of these parks
until the claims are settled. Pending settlement of these claims,
however, such parks may be proclaimed as national park reserves.
This alows the proposed park area to be administered in the
interim pursuant to the National Parks Act.

(b) The treaty claims affecting Pacific Rim are currently in
negotiation and have no specific timeframe for conclusion. When
settlements have been reached, the goverment will move expedi-
tiously to proclaim al three components of the proposed Pacific
Rim national park, not just phase 3, as a nationa park.

[Translation]

Mr. Paul DeVillers: Mr. Speaker, | move that the other ques-
tions stand.

The Deputy Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[English]

SAGUENAY—ST. LAWRENCE MARINE PARK ACT

The House resumed consideration of Bill C-7, an act to establish
the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park and to make a conse-
quential amendment to another act, as reported (without amend-
ment) from the committee; and of the amendment.

The Deputy Speaker: When the House broke for question
period the hon. member for Calgary East had some moments left in
his remarks.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker—

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, | riseon a
point of order. Earlier today | asked the Minister of Finance a
question and he responded to that question, saying that | had
misquoted the auditor general. | would like to give the Minister of
Finance an opportunity to clarify his position as quickly as
possible—

® (1215)

The Deputy Speaker: | think we are getting into a debate here.
If the hon. member feelsthat the Minister of Finance misquoted the
auditor general | suggest he send him a copy of the text. But | do
not think it is useful to the House to get into a debate now,
especially when question period has been over for some 15
minutes, raising this issue at this point in time.

| invite him to raise the matter with the minister. If heis unable
to resolve it satisfactorily he may come back. But it sounds to me
like a point of debate and | invite him to consider it in that light
before he comes back to the House with the matter.

The hon. member for Calgary East on debate.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to
speak on the final reading of Bill C-7, the Saguenay—St. Lawrence
marine park.

The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me. The hon. chief government
whip on a point of order.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Very respectfully
to my colleague opposite from the Reform Party who wishes to
speak to | believe the third reading of Bill C-7, | wonder if heisnot
a little premature and if we might be able to conclude the report
stage portion of Bill C-7 and then follow that with the third reading,
if we are able to get the consent of the House, which we trust we
have.

The Deputy Speaker: Does the House wish to dispose of the
report stage before the hon. member’s speech?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
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The Deputy Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

TheDeputy Speaker: Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the
amendment?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
(Amendment agreed to)

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. chief government whip on a
point of order.

Mr. Bob Kilger (Stormont—Dundas, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
again there have been negotiations and discussions with representa-
tives of al parties.

[Translation]

In the spirit of co-operation, | would again request unanimous
consent of the House to resume consideration at third reading of
Bill C-7, an act to establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine
Park and to make a consequential amendment to another act.

The Deputy Speaker: Yes, | will put that question shortly, but
we have another matter to settle before that.

The question is on the motion for concurrence in Bill C-7. Isit
the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to)
[English]

TheDeputy Speaker: The House heard the proposal of the chief
government whip. When shall the bill be read the third time? By
leave, now?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Hon. Andy Mitchell (for Minister of Canadian Heritage)
moved that the bill be read the third time and passed.

He said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to have an opportunity to
once again address the House on thisimportant piece of legislation.

First, let me thank all the members of the House for their support
of this bill on second reading, as well as their support today in
expediting the processing of this important piece of legisation.

I would also be remiss if | did not take a moment to thank the
members of the standing committee on heritage. They have
examined Bill C-7 and gone through an examination clause by
clause. | wish to thank the members of the committee who have
undertaken that and brought this bill back to the House.

| am thoroughly convinced and | know that members as they
have examined this bill understand that it is a critical step, a very
important step in protecting a very critical ecosystem that is in
existence at the confluence of the Saguenay and St. Lawrence
rivers.

Government Orders

Aswe have seen through the process both in the devel opment of
this piece of legidation in terms of the co-operation of the various
partners, the various levels of government, today we are demon-
strating with the passage of this bill a good level of co-operation
between the federal and provincial governments where we see a bill
where we have an important common objective of respecting and
protecting an important ecosystem.

® (1220)

We see a good example of our ability to work together for the
good of al Canadians.

However, it is a'so important to remember that the government
cannot, in and of itself, take total credit for this. The members of
the local community have come forward. It was their origina
initiative to make this marine conservation area become a reality.
All the various stakeholders and interests in that area have worked
hard with government to structure this marine park in a way that
works not only to protect the ecosystem in that area but works to
enhance the communities there and the economy is there.

This is a good example of a grassroots, community based
initiative and one that can and should be replicated as we move
forward on other initiatives.

All Canadians can be proud as stewards of their marine environ-
ment. Thislegislation will give usthe opportunity, the tools and the
structure we need in this particular area to make sure that the
protection of the ecosystem takes place. In this case particularly in
terms of the beluga whale.

Marine ecosystems are dynamic, three dimensional and ever
changing and their stewardship requires the collective action and
goodwill of al stakeholders. As | mentioned earlier, we are seeing
this with this legidation.

As members know, a big part of the mandate of Parks Canadais
stewardship. We are required, as an organization on behalf of all
Canadians from coast to coast, to not only ensure that our special
places, be they marine conservation areas, national parks or
historic sites, are available for Canadians today but we have avery
important responsibility to make sure that those specia places
remain unimpaired for the enjoyment and use of future generations.

We have that responsibility to our children and to our grandchil-
dren, as we have the responsibility to take what was passed to us by
the previous generation, our parents and grandparents, to ensure
that their wise decisions in protecting national parks from the
previous century as we have moved through the 20th century, are
continued and that we continue with that legacy and that steward-
ship.

The concept of marine conservation areas which is a relatively
new one is going to be part of that process. We are developing a
system of marine conservation areas across Canada. We have
identified 29 specific ecosystemsin all our oceans aswell asin our
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Great Lakes and we are in the process, as we are with this piece of
legidation, of protecting those areas.

| think it is important to note at this time that we are the first
country in the world proceeding in this manner. We are the first
country that understands and recognizes in a tangible way our
obligations to protect our marine ecosystems. Together we will all
strive to ensure the sustainability of these critical marine ecosys-
tems.

This legidation and the structure in the park that it is putting in
place will provide many opportunities for local residents, commu-
nity and business interests to derive economic benefits from the
establishment of this marine conservation area. Just as we saw
co-operation between the various levels of governments, the
business community and the community at large to establish this
park, so too will we see those types of partnerships come together
to make sure that this park has both the protection of the ecosystem
as well as the generation of new economic development primarily
through tourism in this important area in the province of Quebec.

We welcome the opportunity, as a federal government, to work
with those partners and to explore the opportunities as they come
forward.

® (1225)

The unprecedented support for this bill in this House demon-
strates clearly the common concern that we al share in the
protection of our natural and cultural heritage. | am pleased to see
that type of support. It represents clearly how deeply Canadians
feel about our specia places in this country and what type of
responsibility and expectations they have towards us, as Parlia-
mentarians, to ensure that we carry out that stewardship in an

appropriate way.

We all feel our own places are special. Today we are able to
protect a particular area, the Saguenay—St. Lawrence. | am
pleased to speak at third reading to see the establishment of the
Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park.

| urge my colleagues to continue to support this legislation and
to provide support for this bill at third reading.

Mr. Deepak Obhrai (Calgary East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to speak on the final reading of Bill C-7, the
Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park.

When the Reform Party critic from Kootenay—Columbia spoke
on November 4 on this bill, he raised certain issues of concern. |
quote from the Reform member for Kootenay—Columbia:

The legidative process that we entered into in this House is very important. All
steps in the process are very important. In this case the committee work will be a
very valuable part of putting this important legislation in place.

It is important for people on both sides of this issue to have an
opportunity to express themselves so that we as members have a
clear understanding as to where their concerns are.

What we suggested is that the committee must take alook at the
flexibility of the legidation and the impact on potential tenants.

What happened at the committee was there was a briefing from
Parks Canada officials. The member for Kootenay—Columbia
asked that we address concerns and call witnesses. The member
requested recorded votes. The committee members unanimously
defeated the call for witnesses. The Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage effectively gave it the old rubber stamp.

The committee did not doitsjob. It did not do due diligence. The
rubber stamp was unanimous by all other parties.

As far as the member for Kootenay—Columbia stated on
November 4, 1997, once again the Liberal government isusing the
House as a rubber stamp. Today we now have the committee acting
like a rubber stamp.

Some of the concerns raised by the Reform critic are, for
example, theimplication for commercial and sports fisheries on the
St. Lawrence. What are the implications for other users of the
river? It is absolutely essentia that the people who are using the
area for its marine life be consulted. What are the implications
because of the overlay of the park regulations? If we consult
generally speaking we can avoid any confrontations and avoid
taking unnecessary steps.

Most important is what precedent has this bill established for
future parks. Parks cannot be established in isolation or in a
vacuum. Consultation is required in order to ensure that they work
well.

At second reading the member for Kootenay—Columbia said
that it isimperative the committee ask all the questions and ensure
those questions are debated at committee and answered before
coming to a final conclusion. This was not realized.

| reject the rubber stamp process and therefore have some
concerns about the balance of this legidation. It would appear that
all the other parties at the committee are unwilling to do their jobs.
All the same, this would not stop Reform from voting in favour of
the establishment of the park.

Parks are an important issue to the Reform Party. Reluctantly
and in spite of the flawed process | am recommending to my
colleagues that we vote in favour of the park.

In conclusion, on apersonal note as a Canadian | am proud to see
that Canada will have the first marine national park in the world.
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® (1230)

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to speak to Bill C-7 at third reading.

First of all, | would like to thank my colleagues on the heritage
committee for their quick and efficient consideration of this bill. |
would like to thank the Parks Canada and justice department
officials who worked on the drafting and presentation of the hill.

Members will recall that this bill implements an agreement
signed in april 1990 by the Government of Quebec and the
Government of Canada. The marine park project was launched in
1985, and on June 3, 1988, the governments of Canada and Quebec
agreed to meet to discuss the establishment of a marine park in the
Saguenay region and they finally agreed on the objectivesin 1990.

Both governments conducted public consultations to set the park
boundaries definitively. An advisory committee was then set up,
bringing together representatives from the following organizations:
the affected RCMs, the scientific community, the Union québé-
coise pour la conservation de la nature and the Coalition pour le
parc marin du Saguenay—Saint-L aurent.

This committee was to advise planners about how the project
was perceived in the region as well as about the contents of a park
development proposal. This committee and the officials represent-
ing the ministers concerned by the project were able to bring to
light what was involved and the interest of the local people in
creating a marine park.

In April 1993, the governments announced what the boundaries
of the marine park would be and, at the same time, launched the
public consultation process on the development proposal. Within
two months, by the end of this second round of consultations, the
governments had received 63 briefs, which, following a thorough
review, were reported on in December 1993. They had al they
needed to draft the marine park management plan, which was
published early in 1996.

The establishment of this park isafirst for Canada, to the extent
that it will be jointly managed by the federal and the provincial
governments. The Quebec government will maintain ownership of
the seabed and the subsoil resources, while the federal government
will continue to exercise its jurisdiction, in particular over naviga-
tion and fisheries.

The two governments have agreed to harmonize their involve-
ment and that of their various departments and organizations. They
have agreed to share current and future infrastructures, installations
and equipment for the marine park.

Government Orders

The two governments have established a harmoni zation commit-
tee made up of four members, that istwo for each government. The
committee must harmonize Canada and Quebec’s initiatives, pri-
marily as regards the following: planning; research; management
and programming of activities; consultations with interested indi-
viduals and groups; integration of planning and development
efforts; terms for the sharing of existing or future infrastructures,
installations and equipment; implementation schedule and ex-
change of personnel; communications and the organization of
seminars, symposiums and fairs; protection of aquatic fauna and
flora; and, finally, public safety.

On December 12, 1996, the two governments announced the
introduction of their respective pieces of legislation on the Sague-
nay—St. Lawrence marine park, in the Quebec National Assembly
and in the House of Commons. On June 5, 1997, Quebec’s National
Assembly passed Bill 86.

However, since the park will be jointly managed by the federal
and provincia governments, the Quebec legislation can only come
into effect once the federal bill has been given royal assent. Thisis
why | ask hon. membersto passthe bill at third reading today, so as
to establish a marine park that will increase the level of protection
afforded to ecosystems in part of the Saguenay fjord and in the
northern estuary of the St. Lawrence River, for conservation
purposes, while also promoting its use for educational, recreational
and scientific purposes by current and future generations.

® (1235)

The bill will also help promote local tourism, attract infrastruc-
ture spending and result in the creation of permanent jobs in the
park.

| am delighted to see that the process is about to be completed.
[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Burin—St. George's would like to speak on the hill. Is there
unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mr. Bill Matthews (Burin—St. George's, PC): Mr. Speaker, |
thank members for their consent. It must be Friday.

It isagreat pleasure for me to stand and speak in support of Bill
C-7, an act to establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park. |
would like to add my congratulations and gratitude to all those who
have worked tirelessly to bring this project to fruition.
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On behalf of my colleague from Chicoutimi, | would especialy
like to congratulate all the stakeholders in the vast region affected
by the establishment of this marine park, including the municipali-
ties that have promoted the idea of the marine park. Congratula-
tions on making the park a success.

This process involved in the establishment of the Saguenay—St.
Lawrence Marine Park will be a model for the development of
other marine conservation areas for years to come. This marks the
first time two governments acting within their respective jurisdic-
tions jointly established a park.

It is probably the park that underwent the largest consultation
process ever held in this country. The process led to increasing the
proposed boundaries of the park by approximately 40%. This
consultative process aso alowed the people who will be affected
by the park to share their views, concerns and ideas.

Throughout the debate we have heard about maintaining the
ecological integrity of our ecosystems. This party believes that the
project goesalong in doing just that. The Progressive Conservative
Party has aways played a leading role in the protection of our
environment and the development of both terrestrial and marine
parks. | am happy to state that we will continue to do that.

This marine park is an excellent illustration of Canadians
becoming stewards of their marine heritage and working together
toward the common goal of maintaining the area’s ecological
integrity and ensuring its long term sustainability.

When we were in government, we recognized the importance of
conserving our national marine areas. Many members will know
that there are four natural regionsfor national marine conservation,
the Arctic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean and the
Great Lakes.

This is aso the first marine conservation area on the east coast
and | look forward to the development of the remaining nine
marine parks in the Atlantic region.

Too often people think that conservation means no development,
or in the case of fisheries, no fishing. Conservation and develop-
ment should not be seen as being working at cross purposes, but
working together hand in hand. National marine conservation areas
are meant to, and | quote: ““represent the diversity of our nation’s
marine ecosystems, facilitate and encourage marine research and
ecological monitoring, protect depleted of endangered species and
populations and preserve habitats considered critical to the survival
of these species, protect and maintain areas critical to the life
cycles of the economically important species and provide inter-
pretation of marine areas for the purposes of conservation, educa
tion and tourism”.

® (1240)

In closing, | once again want to thank members for their
unanimous consent to allow me to speak and | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize the efforts of our colleague from
Chicoutimi who has worked tirelessly over the last 12 years to
make this park a reality.

[Translation]

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
am very pleased to speak again on Bill C-7, an act to establish the
Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park and to make a consequential
amendment to another Act.

Thisbill is of particular interest to me, because | come from the
Saguenay and | grew up in this very special environment, whichis
the envy of many tourists who come to our beautiful area.

| look forward to welcoming an increasing number of tourists
who will come visit us once the Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine
park is established. The establishment of this new park confirms
the significance of this resort area, where people can admire one of
the most magnificent features of Quebec’'slandscape, the Saguenay
fjord, where a mighty river flows.

We have waited a long time for this bill. The idea of a marine
park was first introduced twelve years ago. In 1988, Canada and
Quebec agreed to join forces to discuss the establishment of a
marine park.

Better late than ever, we could all say. Nevertheless, without all
these overlapping areas of federal and provincia jurisdiction,
Quebec, as a sovereign nation, would surely have launched this
project in a more timely manner. Anyway, as good citizens, we
must act within the rigid federal system and make the most of it.

Therefore, | must recognize again, as | did in the speech | gave
on this bill on November 4, that under the agreement concerning
the required legislative or regulatory measures to be passed, both
levels of government, which signed the deal on April 6, 1990,
agreed for once to act within their jurisdiction.

Several members of this House have pointed out the exemplary
character of this co-operation between the Governments of Canada
and of Quebec. | can well understand why the members opposite
would stress this, given the fact that the Liberal government is
constantly trying to control every attempt by the Quebec to assert
itself as a nation.

We al remember that this unique project came from the
grassroots and finally made it to our legislative institutions. For
once, useless duplication and overlap are being avoided by sharing
existing and future facilities, infrastructure and equipment in the
Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park.

Local and regional communities that have actively cooperated in
creating this marine park are being called upon to become closely
involved in its management. As members of the coordinating
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committee, representatives of local and regional communities will
be able to closely follow the implementation of the master plan for
the marine park.

Again, my concern is that this coordinating committee will only
be an advisory committee and as such will not have the impact it
should have on the management of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence
Marine Park. | have aready expressed this concern, and | call on
each of these representatives to be very careful in ensuring that
protection of marine resources will be in keeping with the spirit of
Bill C-7 that we will be adopting shortly.

® (1245)

In addition, as the member for that beautiful region, | am
especially concerned about the employment situation. | believe that
job creation and environmental protection are not incompatible.
There has to be a balance.

In this respect, | would like to point out that the federal
government has up to now concentrated all its investments in this
area on the sites which it owns, namely wharfs and the shoreline. |
believe that as an extension of this legidation, the federal govern-
ment should demonstrate its good faith and provide the necessary
funds for the construction of the highway between Baie-Sainte-
Catherine and Petit-Saguenay, a highway that the population has
been demanding for 25 years.

Thisnew highway will be abig help in attracting more visitors to
the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park. Today, a great number
of tourists follow the river and take the ferry between Baie-Sainte-
Catherine and Tadoussac without going inland along the Saguenay
fjord.

| therefore call on the Liberal government to take immediate
action to meet thisimportant need for infrastructure so that the park
can become an engine for the development of the tourism industry
in our region.

| do not have to remind you of the record high unemployment
rates in our area over the last severa years. Thisinitiativeis away
of returning to the region the taxes paid by the local people and of
alleviating the cuts in employment insurance that have hurt so
many of them.

I would like to add that the situation is the samein the case of the
wharfs at Anse-Saint-Jean and Petit-Saguenay; these belong to the
federal government and are in urgent need of investments. You will
remember that there was a fire a few years ago at the wharf in
Anse-Saint-Jean. It is in a terrible state.

So the time has come for the government to invest in all this
infrastructure in support of the goodwill expressed with the passing
of Bill C-7.

Before| finish, | would like to take afew minutesto give you an
overview of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park and a sense
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of the excitement all tourists share when they come to look at this
exceptional site and all its wealth.

The park is part of two maor geological formations. The
Saguenay fjord and the north shore of the St. Lawrence belong to
the old basement of the Canadian Shield made up of crystalline
rocks from 600 million to 4 billion years old. Four billion years; it
gives one pause for reflection. Mankind is pretty insignificant,
when dl is said and done.

The Logan fault, which more or less follows the St. Lawrence
valley, isamajor nonconformity separating the rock formations of
the Canadian Shield and the Appalachians. The Saguenay fjordisa
deep gash in the Canadian Shield, a series of fault lines in the
earth’s crust. All these faults and breaks in the earth’s crust led to
the breakdown of part of the continental shelf.

A series of glaciations carved out the entire St. Lawrence River
system as we now know it. The Saguenay River has the peculiarity
of being a freshwater river, fed by Lac Saint-Jean, and a saltwater
river, fed by the tide waters of the St. Lawrence. The uniqueness of
this ecosystem has led to the presence, in the Saguenay River, of
species of flora and faunathat may be found nowhere else. So it is
easy to understand why this region is of such interest to the
scientific community.

In fact, the marine park is in an extremely diversified and rich
environment. The aquatic wildlife found in this park includes
severa species of plankton, some of which are plants while others
are animals. This underwater vegetation provide a habitat for many
kinds of fish.

And to make things more interesting, we also find two species of
aquatic mammals, the beluga and the common seal. This explains
why so many visitors are overhelmed by the exceptional beauty of
the region and its many assets.

® (1250)

Furthermore, | would be remissif | did not point out that thisis
an extremely significant region in the history of North America,
because it is here that Aborigina and European civilizations
converged. For thousands of years, the confluence of the Saguenay
and St. Lawrence rivers has been a centre of human activity
seeking to benefit from this exceptional marine environment.

Today, the mouth of the Saguenay is once again becoming a
centre for encountering and discovering marine life. Like the
explorers and hunters of past civilizations, present-day visitors can
experience the great sensations that contact with marine mammals
can provide. In returning to its roots, our society is rediscovering
its love of the sea and retracing its history. This is the great
challenge the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park has in store
for us.
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To conclude, | wish to thank the numerous local organizations,
local and regional communities, environmental groups and native
peoples involved and the scientific community for supporting the
establishment of this marine park.

| especially wish to thank Gérard-Raymond Morin, the MNA for
Dubuc, and his predecessor, Hubert Deshien, who have always
promoted with courage and determination this huge tourist project,
which will be a driving force for the economy of our region.

| invite each of you who are about to adopt Bill C-7 to come and
enjoy the beauty of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park and
to discover its rich fauna

[English]

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to rise on behaf of the constituents of
Sackville—Eastern Shore to declare the New Democratic Party’s
continuing support in principle for Bill C-7, an act to establish the
Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park.

| am proud to speak in support of this initiative and to recom-
mend that the final report be accepted by the House. All Canadians
will benefit from the preservation of this unique marine ecosystem.

| trust the spirit of co-operation demonstrated by al parties
toward establishing the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park will
continue through further effortsto protect Canada’srolein thisarea
throughout the 36th Parliament as we strive to protect our natural
heritage for future generations.

I wish to acknowledge the work undertaken by the House
Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage to expedite the passage
of Bill C-7. The wisdom and guidance shown by the committee
chair, my distinguished colleague from Lac St. Louis, deserves
recognition from al members of the House. | congratulate all
committee members and associates for their invaluable insights,
comments and level of co-operation.

Asl| stated at second reading and as mentioned by my colleagues
at that time, this notable effort has involved the participation of
many Canadians. The communities were consulted. Aborigina
participation was ensured and input from all stakeholders was
accepted.

The public participation process incorporated throughout the
conception of Bill C-7 and in the evolution to the final report
before us today is a fine example of what can be accomplished
when Canadians agree on a challenge and together strive toward a
common purpose and achieve a just conclusion.

As| sated at second reading and shall mention again, the degree
of intergovernmental co-operation serves as a halmark which |
hope can be applied to future endeavours between federal and
provincia governments.

| would be remiss if | did not draw attention to several matters
raised in a previous debate regarding Bill C-7, by participants
during the years of marine park development, and through recent
consultations and correspondence received by the New Democratic
Party.

| acknowledge and accept, as mentioned earlier in my speech,
the wisdom and guidance demonstrated by my distinguished
colleague from Lac St. Louis. His ability to expedite the progress
of Bill C-7 and to ensure implementation without further delay isa
credit to the House and a fine reference to Parliament’s ability to
serve Canadians in a positive manner.

® (1255)

| call upon my colleagues, the hon. Minister of Canadian
Heritage and the Secretary of State for Parks, to acknowledge and
commit to the following requests submitted by concerned Cana
dians.

| agree the establishment of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine
Park has involved an admirable public participation process over
many years. To have asked for further consultations, to have called
for numerous amendments and to have requested various forms of
additiona review would have resulted in unnecessary and detri-
mental delays.

| call upon members of the House to acknowledge and includein
the consideration of further marine park projects the following
language in the preamble and purpose of future hills:

That the preamble shall include such language as to reflect a desire *‘to conserve
and to maintain the integrity of the natural ecosystems within the park’s
boundaries”’.

| do not intend to portray Bill C-7 asignoring this principle. Nor
do | cal for an amendment. | wish to convey to my colleagues an
opportunity to strengthen the underlying purpose for establishing
marine parks, which is to conserve and preserve our natura
heritage for this and future generations.

Thefollowing addition to the purpose of future marine park bills
will assist in a successful marine parks program and increase the
level of protection of marine ecosystems for the benefit of present
and future generations:

This will be done by preserving and maintaining the integrity of natural
ecosystems within the park boundaries, and in particular by protecting and aiding the
recovery of species and populations designated at risk.

| ask my colleagues to acknowledge these requests so that they
may be included for consideration in future noble park efforts.

| thank the House for the opportunity to speak on these matters. |
will voice again the support of the New Democratic Party for the
acceptance of the final report, Bill C-7.
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On a persona note, | hope that the same co-operation exists
when it comes time to debate park status for Lawler and McNabb
Island in the beautiful harbour of Halifax, Nova Scotia.

[Translation]

Mr. Guy Saint-Julien (Abitibi, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to have the opportunity to rise in the House of
Commons in support of a hill to establish a new marine park in
Quebec within the marine area conservation network.

On behalf of all Canadians, | would like to thank the members of
the House of Commons who are present today as well as those who
were here before for their co-operation which will result in passage
of this major piece of legislation.

Canada can be proud of its vast experience in the vital area of
protection of its heritage resources. Canadians feel very strongly
about preserving the quality of their natural environment, and this
bill to establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence marine park was
drafted in response to their concerns.

Thebill isaimed at improving, for conservation purposes and for
the benefit of present and future generations, the level of protection
given to the ecosystems found in the Saguenay River fjord and in
the St. Lawrence estuary, while promoting their use for education-
al, recreational and scientific purposes.

This approach is in line with the government’s position with
regard to the protection of ecosystems and sustainable develop-
ment.

Aswith the amendments to the Canadian Environmental Assess-
ment Act, this bill shows the government’s willingness to work for
the conservation of marine natural resources through the devel op-
ment of legislative and policy measures that respond to global
environmental concerns.

This bill is also tangible proof of the government’s commitment
to sustainable development. It is a positive contribution to the
efforts made to protect Canada's biodiversity and to preserve the
quality of our natural environment for the benefit of present and
future generations.

The establishment of the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park
is the result of many years of concerted efforts by the governments
of Canada and Quebec, local and regional communities, environ-
mental groups, aboriginal peoples and the scientific community in
order to enhance the management and protection of the rich and
diversified marine resources of this great region, and especially to
protect the belugas in the St. Lawrence.

® (1300)

This bill provides for a complete legidlative framework for the
management of the federal government’s responsibilities. Its pur-
pose is to complete but not overlap the current federal legislation,
including the Fisheries Act, the Canadian Environmental Protec-
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tion Act, the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994, the Trans-
portation of Dangerous Goods Act, the Navigable Waters
Protection Act and the Canada Shipping Act.

On December 12, 1996, both governments tabled their respec-
tive bills. The federal bill died on the Order Paper when the last
federal election was called. However, the Quebec National Assem-
bly adopted Bill 86 on June 5, 1997. The provincia legislation will
come into force when the federal legislation is promulgated. Now,
it isincumbent upon us to honour our commitments and to create a
great marine park in Quebec.

In closing, | take this opportunity to state that | strongly support
this bill to establish the Saguenay—St. Lawrence Marine Park,
which is a basic tool for the protection and enhancement of the
most important marine natural resources of this country.

| wish to thank all members of the House, whether they belong to
the Bloc Quebecois, the Liberal Party of Canada or the Conserva-
tive Party. | urge every member of the House to join me in
supporting this bill.

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.
(Motion agreed to, hill read the third time and passed)

Mr. Gerry Byrne: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a point of order. | ask
the consent of the House with your permission to begin the private
members' session, which | believeis dlated for 1.30 p.m. Seeing no
further business, | ask the consent of this House.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): The House has heard
the motion. Does the House give its unanimous consent to see the
clock as 1.30 p.m.?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): It being 1.30 p.m., the
House will now proceed to the consideration of private members
business as listed on today’s order paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS
[English]

DONKIN MINE
Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d’Or, NDP) moved:



2048

COMMONSDEBATES

November 21, 1997

Private Members' Business

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should take action to developthe
Donkin Mine as a Crown Corporation.

She said: Mr. Speaker, | rise today to thank you, the members of
this House, for engaging in debate on my Motion No. 136,
requesting that the Government of Canada take action to see the
Donkin Mine in Cape Breton be developed under crown control,
specifically, that Donkin be opened under the control of Devco, the
Cape Breton Development Corporation. | ask this House to allow
me to briefly give abit of background regarding the history of coal
mining in Canada.

® (1305)

Many members know that our country’s thriving coal industry is
a source of significant benefit to the national economy. Many
industries are involved in the transport and use of coal and all those
which supply services, labour and equipment to mining operations
rely directly on the coal fields for a large part of their income.

All of these industries and the individuals who work for them
contribute to Canada’s tax base. Their wages come from coal and
their wages fuel the economy.

A study by the Saskatchewan Energy Conservation and Develop-
ment Authority demonstrates how Canada’s coal industry generates
over $5.8 billion annually, or nearly 1% of Canada’s gross domes-
tic product. Over 73,000 men and women are employed in the coal
industry in Canada today. That is nearly 1% of Canada's total
employment. The direct contributions of coa production to the
GDP and employment are significant and when the ripple effects
from al other sectors are included, the economic impact is
multiplied.

For example, coal isthe single largest commodity transported on
Canada'srailways and loaded at our ports. The Coal Association of
Canada estimates that ever dollar spent in coa production gener-
ates $2.36 in related industry and from income respending. Every
direct job created in coal production supports an additional 3.7 jobs
in the rest of the economy.

The National Energy Board of Canada predicts that Canada will
generate 46% more electricity in the year 2005 than in 1998 to
meet the demand caused by an expanding population and an
expanding economy. Furthermore, the forecast says that the
amount of electricity generated from the coal will rise by 70% over
current levels.

It is true that Canada has a number of options to meet its power
needs in the next century. Some provinces are looking at energy
conservation measures such as promoting the use of energy
efficient street lighting in order to free up a pool of electricity that
could be used by homes and industry. This will slow the demand
for new energy generating facilities.

There is the potential for hydro development in Newfoundland,
Quebec, British Columbia, Manitoba and Alberta, but the sites are

in remote and environmentally sensitive locations, making them
costly to develop and placing them in conflict with aboriginal
communities which have claims to the land.

Plants that harness ocean tides such as the one opened on the
Annapolis River in Nova Scotiain 1984, one of thefirst of itskind
in North America, can aso be looked to for inspiration when we
consider how our country can meet its changing and expanding
energy needs. But the fact remains that one of Canada’'s most
abundant economic resources available for the production of
electricity is coal.

Coal mining today is not the industry it used to be. Gone are the
solitary miners working the coal face with pick and shovel. Gone
are miners lamps from paraffin soaked rags ready to spark off
explosions of the firedamp gas leaching from the stone walls
around them. Today, mining is highly mechanized and heavily
regulated. Canada can be proud of an industry with some of the
world's safest mining conditions and progressive environmental
management.

The picks and shovels have been replaced by automated systems
that have dramatically improved the efficiency of mining. One
machine now does what many men used to. Few people make these
connections between the light switch in their bedroom, the electric-
ity for their TV and the coal mines deep beneath the bottom of the
Atlantic Ocean.

If and when people think of coal they think of soot, of miners
with blackened faces, of harmful emissions that would damage our
already fragile environment.

Let usfaceit, thereis a serious question about the pollutants that
are produced from burning coal. But just as today’s minerswork in
conditions that would have amazed the men who worked under-
ground in the last 200 years, so too has the way in which coa was
burned being changed and improved.

Clean coa technologies can reduce emissions that would hurt
the environment, especialy the gases that dump acids into the
ecosphere, sulphur and nitrogen oxides and carbon residues that
have been linked to global warming. Technology cannot solveall of
our problems, but it can certainly help. Let us not forget that we are
building on a natural resource, naturally occurring coal, so that
there is none of the environmental damage caused by processing or
refining the product before it can be used.

® (1310)

Another sea change in the industry has been the huge reduction
in the number of coal mines across Canada. In the 1930s there were
400 small coal mines. Today there are only eight companies
operating a total of 29 mines. One of those eight producers is the
crown corporation called Devco, the Cape Breton Devel opment
Corporation.
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| can say with pride that Devco employs the best miners in the
world. They are men who have mining in their blood who belong
to families that have seen grandfathers and fathers and sons go
underground just as my father and grandfather did. They are men
who fought the vicious excesses of the private coal companies and
who were trampled by the horses of the police and the army who
acted as the private security guards for the coal company.

Not many people outside Cape Breton know that we have a
unique holiday. On June 10 every year we remember Davis Day,
the day when a miner was shot by company police after a peaceful
demonstration. We have a long history of struggle, of fighting for
fair wages and safe working conditions, and we will keep on
fighting.

My preamble stresses the important role these men have played
in Canada’s history and the important role | hope they will continue
to play in the future. Those Cape Breton miners are today looking
to their crown corporation. They want to continue to do what Cape
Bretoners do best, work hard and work honestly in the craft that has
defined the economy of my island for centuries. They want to
provide the power to run the computers, fax machines and office
buildings that keep the new economy moving forward. They want
to do their fair share.

Devco was founded in 1967 by an act of Parliament and is
wholly owned by the government. All of its $325 million in assets
are located on Cape Breton Island and Devco remains the largest
producer of coal in eastern Canada.

With over 1,300 employeesit is aso one of the largest industrial
employersin the region. At present, Devco operates two collieries,
Phalen Mine and Prince Mine and all of the supporting infrastuc-
ture that enables Devco to take Cape Breton coa and sell it around
the world.

In 1996-97 Devco sold 2.4 million tonnes of coa which yielded
revenues of $167 million. It is apparent that Devco’s contribution
to the national coal industry is significant. Its contribution to the
Cape Breton economy, which sees an extra $200 million a year
thanks to Devco, is huge. Devco is one of the few large employers
in industrial Cape Breton and jobs supported indirectly by the
corporation’s activities employ thousands more. When we look at
the economic climate on my island it becomes pretty clear pretty
quick that Devco's success and Cape Breton's success are one and
the same.

Four hundred and fifty people work at the Prince Colliery, eight
hundred at Phalen. Imagine the impact on industrial Cape Breton's
already skyrocketing unemployment rate, arate that is currently in
the range of 35% to 40%, if Devco ceased to exist. It would take
thousands and thousands of jobs with it. Even with the mines
operating there is an expectation that 300 men will retire from
Devco over the next three years, not to be replaced. Meanwhile all
of our young people are leaving, there are no jobs and even their
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parents are joining the unemployment line. It takes time and money
to train miners and the will to renew and rejuvenate the workforce
simply is not there.

| will provide the House with a background of Devco's history.
The Cape Breton coal fields were taken under crown control in
1968 when the Dominion Steel and Coal Company, better known as
DOSCO, decided to conclude its decade-long attack upon the
people of Cape Breton by abandoning the island altogether. Realiz-
ing the chaos this would cause, the government stepped in.

Initially Devco was supposed to supervise the slow shutdown of
the coa industry over a 15-year period while it would help the
workforce find new jobs in new fields. Then the oil crisis loomed
and suddenly Canada needed the Cape Breton coal miners again
just as it needed them during the first and second world wars.

® (1315)

Now, instead of phasing out coa production, Devco was put in
charge of drawing up a 20 to 25 year plan that would promote a
stable industry which would benefit both Cape Breton and the rest
of Canada

Now 25 years later there are just two mines operating in Cape
Breton and the same Liberals who promised a stable industry when
in government and in opposition are now back making plans on
how they can shut down the coa fields. Despite this, Devco has
become more efficient and more effective. Management and labour
have worked together to make Devco deliver the goods for aslittle
money as possible. Both the United Mine Workers of America and
Devco's management deserve credit for this.

For example, in Prince mine, the deeps—the main shaft leading
from the surface down to the coal face—have been realigned to
make better use of the coal deposits. Meanwhile, Phalen mine has
been plagued with problems caused by rock and gas outbursts,
heavy roof conditions and flooding. These problems have all
increased the cost of Devco coal, despite the hard work of the
employees who worked overtime to get the mine back into
production.

In many ways we are back to where we started in 1968, but the
reasons Devco should exist are even more valid now than they were
then.

There is hope. There is a contingency plan in case the problems
with the Phalen mine become so severe that it has to be closed
early. The contingency is the Donkin mine.

Donkin is the future of Devco and Devco remains the future of
Cape Breton.

In June 1996 the then minister of natural resources said:
“Donkinisrelated to hope. Everybody wantsand needshope”. It is
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not often that | agree with the Liberal government, but today | am
happy to stand and endorse the then minister’s statement.

Donkin is a huge coa reserve beneath the Atlantic. In 1981
Kilborn Engineering estimated that there were 1.4 billion tonnes of
mineable coal off Cape Perce. The mine itself has already been
built, at taxpayer expense. Two gun barrel smooth tunnels and
engineering studies have been completed by the Government of
Canada. The geology looks good and the quality 1ooks even better.

An annual production of 3.8 million tonnes is feasible once
Donkin goes into production.

Associated Mining Consultants has endorsed the forecasted
success of the mine. It saysthat minimal surface facilitieswould be
needed for a small scale operation at Donkin.

Selective mining could be undertaken during atrial period with,
say, 500,000 tonnes mined annually. That could be expanded once
it is clear that a profit can be made.

Donkin is the gold mine of coal mines. It should be opened by
the same people who built it, the Cape Breton Development
Corporation, acting in the interests of the people of Canada.

Our government has made substantial investments into the coal
industry and today, by committing to opening Donkin as part of
Devco, we can start the process that will see Canadians getting a
return on their investment.

Not only have the taxpayers already paid to build Donkin, Devco
also has most of the assets it would need to open the mine sitting
idly at its abandoned site at Lingan. There is $8 million worth of
equipment, ready to be used, sitting and rusting. Canadian taxpay-
ers have already spent $88 million on Donkin.

While it is true that development has no immediate effect on
production, the fact that it has gone well isagood indicator that the
mine will be a good one.

In 1985 Associated Mining Consultants reported to Devco that
the Donkin mine could be brought onstream at 500,000 or one
million tonnes per year. That would generate $118.7 million and
$170.3 million, respectively.

Mining experts from the union today are saying that current
conditions could mean reduced capital requirements, which in turn
would mean increased profits.

Here is a quote from the report “The Donkin-Morien Mine:
Building the Mine of the Future”: *Production of 4.507 million
tonnes per year is considered possible and economically feasible™.

| repeat that it is the gold mine of coa mines. Devco was right
when it said in 1992 that Donkin mine is a valuable asset for the
long term. The Donkin tunnels give us access to the great riches of

the Sydney coal field, a great Canadian asset as important as the
Alberta tarsands or Newfoundland's Hibernia. As we once again
begin to talk of the new energy sources, be they the planned Sable
pipeline or the nuclear reactors this government is keen to give
China, it is critical that we do not forget the resources that have
always been the backbone of our energy grid.

In time of war and crisis—
® (1320)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): With regret, | must
inform the hon. member that her time has expired.

Mr. Gerry Byrne (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Natural Resources, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to
rise in the House and join my colleague from across the way.

| rise to address the House on Motion No. 136 which calls on
certain limitations to be put on the development of Donkin minein
Cape Breton as a crown corporation.

| would like to begin by thanking the hon. member for Bras D’ or
for her interest in the issue and the future of the Cape Breton
Development Corporation, also known as Devco. As a member
from Atlantic Canada, | welcome the opportunity to debate this
motion.

| believe the hon. member and this government share common
concerns about Cape Breton. We are concerned, for example, about
the high levels of unemployment on the Island, as well as in other
parts of Atlantic Canada. We are concerned about the long term
economic health of Cape Breton and about the future of its young
people. | would also suggest the hon. member and this government
share a common will for Cape Breton, to achieve long term
economic success and socia progress across the Island.

That iswhy our government continues to support the work of the
Cape Breton Development Corporation which the hon. member
knowsis afederal crown corporation. The Government of Canada
has set a clear and reasonable goa for Devco. As a coa mining
company that is in the business of providing jobs and other
economic benefits to Cape Breton, we expect Devco to become
commercialy viable on its own right. | believe that is a fair and
reasonabl e expectation and | believe hon. members on both sides of
the House will agree that this is indeed a reasonable expectation.

We believe that commercia viability is the best way to ensure
the tradition of coal mining continues in Cape Breton and that
Devco maintains its position as a maor employer within the
region. The need for Devco to succeed cannot be overemphasized.
The corporation continues to contribute more than $150 million to
the Cape Breton economy through wages, pensions and the pur-
chase of goods and services. It is the largest coal producer and one
of the largest industrial interest in eastern Canada, employing
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approximately 1,700 people. The economic spinoffs from Devco's
activities are felt in virtually every community of Cape Breton.

| am pleased to inform the House that Devco has embraced the
government’s challenge to become commercialy viable. It has
taken steps to overhaul its operations, to introduce new technolo-
gies, to improve productivity and the labour relations found there
and to better manage its business. The corporation’s five year
business plan approved by the government in May of 1996 clearly
stated Devco's mission which isto become a profitable coal mining
company.

To aid the corporation achieving its goal of profitability and
competitiveness with other energy sources, the government has
provided Devco with a repayable loan of up to $69 million over
three years. | might add thisisin addition to other federal funding
that has been provided to the corporation since it was created in
1967.

| am also pleased to report that Devco made anumber of positive
achievements in the one year of its operating business plan.
Although it faced a number of ongoing challenges, particularly at
its Phalen mine, the corporation operated within the $43.5 million
funding level approved by the Government of Canada.

Devco's annua report for the period ending March 31, 1997
shows a positive development on a number of fronts. | would like
to briefly outline some of the progress that has indeed been made.

For the first time in the history of the corporation, new contracts
were negotiated with bargai ning units without the use of an outside
conciliator. Thisis solid evidence of improved labour relations and
the commitment of its employees, unions and management to work
together.

Also during the past fiscal year Devco's safety results improved
by more than 40%. This was reflected in a 10% improvement in
employee attendance at the workplace. The corporation’s emphasis
on safety is good for workers and it is good for Devco.

Devco has aso taken further steps to involve its workers in the
decision making process. A quality management program known
as beyond 200 was developed last year to promote continuous
improvement and a commitment to quality across the corporation.

In terms of sales, in 1996 the corporation sold a record 2.8
million tonnes of coal to its primary customer, Nova Scotia Power
Incorporated. Coal sales for the first six months of the current
fiscal year yielded revenues of $86 million.

Devco's coad marketing strategy will continue to focus on
meeting the needs of Nova Scotia power, which isfar and away the
corporation’s most important customer.

I know hon. members will want to join me in congratulating
Devco's management and workers on their efforts over the past
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year and a half. Their achievements to date have been meaningful
and important.

® (1325)

For me personally | would like to congratulate Devco workers
who have gone above and beyond the call of duty and showed the
expert miners they truly are.

At the sametime, it isimportant to acknowledge that more needs
to be done. The corporation is projecting a funding requirement of
$25.5 million over the next two years which is within the limit
approved by the government. Devco is forecasting that it will
achieve positive cash flows in the year 1999-2000.

To achieve this latter goal, the corporation will have to continue
to improve productivity at its existing facilities. Devco's short term
planning framework which as | noted earlier has been fully
endorsed by this government calls for the corporation to focus its
efforts on addressing the challenges it faces at its existing mines.

Thisis not an easy task. Over the next few months the corpora-
tion will explore ways to get around serious geological problems
recently encountered at its Phalen mine. Devco will be considering
all options for the Phalen mine and for its other coa resources
including Donkin coal.

This does not mean the Donkin mine will or will not be
developed. Far fromiit. In fact, asthe hon. member for BrasD'Or is
aware, a private company is in the process of undertaking a
feasibility study to determine whether the mine can be developed
on a commercia basis by a private sector entity.

This analysis, combined with Devco’s own studies over the past
few months, will form the basis of its next annual corporate plan
update. This update will be submitted to government in early 1998.

The government has complete confidence in the management of
the Cape Breton Development Corporation and in its workers. We
agree that with the decisions that have to be made we firmly
believe in management and workers ability to make appropriate
recommendations to government for the future of the corporation.

In closing, | want to once again thank the hon. member for Bras
D’ Or for bringing this matter before the House. | believe that the
underlying objective of this motion is to ensure employment and
economic security in Cape Breton. | can assure the hon. member
that we will keep the House informed of any devel opments relating
to Devco that contribute to this important goal.

If | may say, we are very open to assisting in the process of Cape
Breton development and Atlantic Canadian development. This
government is committed to keeping an open channel to any and all
new options.
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[Translation]

Mr. Ghislain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
speech today is in response to the motion moved on September 24
by the hon. member for Bras d'Or, requesting that a crown
corporation be established to devel op the Donkin minein the Cape
Breton region of Nova Scotia.

| want to express my strongest opposition to this request, which,
in my opinion, is totally groundless, especialy for al Quebeckers,
who are not concerned in any way by this so-called mine.

In fact, with al due respect to some hon. members, | would like
to make an important correction. Donkin is not a mine per se, but
rather vein, or lead, indicating development could take place on
that site during some time.

Establishing a crown corporation is unacceptable mainly be-
cause mines are a provincial jurisdiction and the federal govern-
ment has no jurisdiction whatsoever in the matter. Natura
resources, including mines, forests and energy, belong to the
provinces.

| think it shows a lack of respect for the taxpayers to mix the
internal affairs of a province with the public funds of another
province. If that is what the renewa of the federation or the
constitution is all about, thisis not very convincing to me. And if
the federal government brings up Quebec's specia status one more
time, | will have to wonder what its word is worth. One cannot talk
about respect for Quebec the same way as for any other province,
mixing al the provincial cards together. It should be up to a
province’'s government to manage regional matters like mines.

Let us now look at the particular issue of Donkin. To this day,
absolutely no one has been able to prove that this coal mining
project could be a profitable venture. Only one private firm seems
to be interested in finding out what the situation is and in
conducting a study at a cost of $400,000, 75 % of which would be
paid by the Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency. However, the
study would only determine the reserve's potential and would not
clearly establish whether it is possible to develop the Donkin coal
mine without sinking more public funds into it.

® (1330)

Inits 1996-97 estimates, the Cape Breton Development Corpora-
tion, which is accountable to the federal government and which is
currently developing the Phalen and Prince mines in Nova Scotia,
anticipated losses of $35 million.

The development of a coal mine in Donkin could cost at least
$100 million to $125 million. The federal government has already
invested $80 million, and it also holds the lease for that reserve. As

for the Nova Scotia government, it owns the resource and would
therefore collect royalties should the mine be exploited.

How could a government justify spending between $100 million
and $125 million on a project that offers absolutely no guarantee of
success?

In my riding of Manicouagan, as in severa other regions, there
are mgjor potential mining opportunities. Since last year, when a
geologist from the Quebec government discovered the Lac Vollant
indicator, close to Sept-lles, there has truly been a *‘Lac Vollant
rush”. Some people are going so far as to say that it could be the
richest deposit every discovered.

Never has the federal government gotten involved in or contrib-
uted to the exploration and long term devel opment of such alarge
and promising deposit. And yet, ask the hundreds of prospectors
who rushed right out and staked their claims and they will tell you
that they think this is an exceptional opportunity to discover
minerals and then sell them to promoters who want to mine them.
The federal government never took any action.

A mining opportunity the federal government should have gotten
involved in was the Natashquan mineralized sands. Tiomin Res-
source, the company that wants to mine these sands, suspended
operations because of a breakdown in communications with the
native community. The company arrived at the site a year ago, but
has not yet reached agreement with the native community. What
the federal government should have done, through the Department
of Indian Affairs, was to appoint a conciliator at the very least. If
this had not resolved the problem, mediation would have had to be
the next resort.

Why did the federal government do nothing to help work out an
agreement in Natashquan, and thus prevent the loss of several
millions of dollars and hundreds of jobs? We are not asking for a
crown corporation, just for the federal government to assume its
responsibilities. We cannot afford to lose investments like these in
the tens of millions of dollars. No riding can afford to lose millions
of dollars in economic spinoffs from the private sector.

It is time for the federal government to get to work and resolve
the disputes that are hindering development of our regions, rather
than devote its energy to creating government organizations with
no real and attainable financial objectives.

| would like to mention an interesting episode in this connection.
During the last election campaign this past May, my Libera
opponent made a promise on behalf of the Liberal Party to settle
this matter. According to him, the Liberal government would bein
a position to settle it for once and for all. Campaign promise
made—end of story, nothing more heard of it.

| have been speaking of my riding for the past few minutes, but |
am sure that a number of my colleagues here recognize the same
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redlities in their regions. That is what happens when an overly
centralized government is at the helm and the regions do not get
their fair share.

® (1335)

As we are dready aware, like a number of other fields of
activity, mining must come under provincia jurisdiction. Take the
example of the Société québecoise d’ exploration miniere. As you
now, this is a government corporation which administers mining
titles, such as the famous 800 square kilometres staked out by a
Quebec government geologist last year near Lac Vollant.

In such a context, the Government of Quebec administers titles
within its territory, using the funds of its own taxpayersif required.
However in the case of the Donkin mine, | am wondering how our
friends in the other provinces will react when they learn that the
federal government hasinvested between $100 and $125 million to
develop a Nova Scotia mine with an uncertain future, not to
mention the cost of setting up a fat Crown corporation.

It does not make any sense whatsoever to create a crown
corporation to develop a mine such as the Donkin mine. In politics,
you cannot afford to take a gamble when $100 to $125 million are
at stake. Thisisinadmissible. If developing this so-called mine was
a sure bet, many private corporations would aready have ap-
proached the Cape Breton Development Corporation. But it is not
the case.

The government does not have theright to invest public fundsin
a more than hazardous venture which comes under provincial
jurisdiction anyway.

Thisis the reason why the federal government should not set up
a crown corporation to do exploration or to develop the Donkin
“gold mine’. For these obvious reasons, | urge the Liberal
government not to create a corporation to develop mines.

[English]

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise in support of the motion put
forward by my colleague from Bras D’Or. A fellow bluenoser, |
might add, she certainly brings a unique and special perspective to
the House. She faces many challenges from the many communities
which comprise her new federal riding of Bras D’'Or.

The motion speaks to the economic future of many of these same
communities. The timing of the debate on the motion is quite
appropriate in light of the recent troubles in the Phalen colliery.

| would also like to speak to the overall question of the future of
the Cape Breton Devel opment Corporation better known as Devco.
While not a Cape Bretoner, my home in Pictou county shares the
industrial Cape Breton tradition of coa mining.

Private Members' Business

For many years coa was a staple in the local economy in my
constituency. Our most recent venture into the Westray mine,
which ended in disaster, is certainly a sad reminder of the dangers
associated with this industry in Nova Scotia in particular.

Coal mining is atradition that must adjust to the redlities of the
21t century. In my view the development of the Donkin mine
under the auspices of Devco is the best way to ensure successful
adjustment that has long term benefits for Devco, employees,
taxpayers and those who supported Devco operations throughout
the years.

Devco management announced that the corporation’s five year
plan last year completely ruled out the development of Donkin,
emphasizing instead the Phalen colliery. Phalen has a history of
instability and yet Devco management in its wisdom placed all of
its mining eggs in one basket.

The Devco corporate plan aso ruled out the identification of
export markets despite significant evidence of the economic pros-
pects of the exports of coal. As my colleague quite eoquently
stated, it is apparent that coa till has a place in the industrial
world. Tying the coal from Donkin to the coal markets locally in
Nova Scotia is a huge mistake in my honest opinion.

Likeall natural resources we haveto try to capitalize on the ever
increasing access to world markets that exist. We should keep in
mind that the development of Sable gas in Nova Scotia could
certainly have a significant impact on the loca markets as it
pertains to coal.

Last year during the hearings of the Senate committee on the
future of Devco, Devco officials were warned frequently and
consistently about the dangers of focusing solely on the Phalen
mine to the exclusion of Donkin. Many industry analysts urged
Devco to target foreign markets which would in fact require coal
from the Donkin mine. Devco management, again in its wisdom,
refused to do so opting to sell the Phalen coal to a strictly domestic
market.

® (1340)

Devco management then turned around and announced plans to
sell the Donkin mine to a private operator by the name of Donkin
Resources Limited, DRL, for a single dollar. One dollar would be
paid for this mine against a backdrop of millions of dollars that
were put into the development of this site.

It is shocking to think that this could happen. The expense to
taxpayers is something that should certainly make us al sit up and
take notice. It brings to mind the situation that is happening
presently in Hibernia where there have been rumblings that the
federal government may contemplate selling this resource. It isan
industry with perhaps huge potential that might allow the Atlantic
provinces, Newfoundland or Nova Scotia in particular, in some
way, shape or form, to make giant steps forward toward becoming
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have provinces. The government is being very short-sighted if itis
contemplating such a move.

The situation appears to be moving rather rapidly. The same
Devco officials reported that the latest series of rock blasts at the
Phalen mine could limit the potential of the mine for future
ventures.

Without the future of Phalen and with the apparent position
taken on the Donkin mine, what does Devco have left? What
remains for Devco? If both of these mines will not be operating
Devco is a dead duck. The answer is nothing.

It slams the door on the livelihood—I believe the number was
given by my colleague in the New Democratic Party—of close to
700 workers. Theimpact of theloss of 700 jobsin an arealike Cape
Breton is difficult to imagine for anybody who does not come from
the maritimes. The economic impact of that has expanded perhaps
tenfold in comparison to the province of Ontario.

In an ideal world private industry would be able to assume
responsibility and risk for developing Donkin, but in the real world
and in private industry we know that private industry is often very
reluctant and unwilling to make commitments to the future of the
workers who would be negatively affected by the closure of
Donkin. Thisiseconomic businessreality but the government hasa
responsibility. The government must see that the Donkin situation
is handled with great care.

Devco management clearly made a mistake in 1996 when it
adopted this corporate plan. Not one of the three official partiesin
the House raised an objection at that time; not the Liberals, not the
Reform and not the Bloc. They all gave Devco afreeride and made
short-sighted decisions that were having a drastic effect on Atlantic
Canada, particularly in Cape Breton.

Is it any wonder the Liberals were then wiped off the electoral
map in Nova Scotia on June 2, 19972 Is it any wonder the Reform
Party could not even find candidates to run in Cape Breton?

It was left to the Senate to raise objections, the Senate that is
often so much under attack. It was the Senate that then brought the
matter forward to deal with the issue of Devco's limited corporate
plan.

Thankfully the last election restored some balance to parliament
and Canadians now have voices from al regions, not just from the
west and Quebec.

In conclusion | condone the member for bringing this matter
forward in such atimely manner. The historic significance of coal
mining not only in Cape Breton but throughout the maritimes is
such that we must ensure that we will 1ook at the long term viability
of thisindustry and that we proceed with caution. That responsibil-
ity must be assumed by the Government of Canada.

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, the motion before us today reads:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should take action to develop
the Donkin mine as a crown corporation.

| have said before, and | will say it again, that | believe mining
falls under provincial jurisdiction and not under federal jurisdic-
tion. Government intrudes far too often in provincial areas and it
keeps on doing it.

Let us take a look at what is happening with regard to Devco.
® (1345)

One problem that Devco had was that it was saddled with the
unfunded liabilities of its predecessor, Dominion Coal, including
some $77.5 million for pensions, $117 million to clean up acid
water drainage, reclaim tailings, and workmen compensation
claims.

It went along not too badly, as was mentioned by the member
from the Conservative Party, with regard to the shipment of coal
overseas. This worked out al right until the government represen-
tative for Devco decided to torpedo any exports of coal. One main
reason they had was Phalen was to come on board and supply coal
to Nova Scotia power.

At that time | questioned the feasibility of cancelling any
overseas contracts we had with regard to coal. Once an overseas
contract is cancelled, it is very difficult to get that share of the
marketplace back.

We know that there is a private group which has put forward an
offer for the Donkin mines. It is currently being reviewed by the
Senate. There was some $400,000 spent on a feasibility study done
by John T. Boyd Co. from the United States. Out of that $300,000
came toward the study from ACOA, and $100,000 was put up by
the company. It makes us wonder what kind of private development
we are really talking about.

Will the taxpayers be left totally holding the bag for the demise
of Devco with no other resources and all the liabilities for the
environmental clean-up and the unfunded pension liabilities of past
employees? These are questions that have to be asked.

We know that the Senate in its hearingsis going through the offer
and the feasibility study. We know that the minister will be
testifying before the Senate, | believe on December 1. We aso
know at this time that there is nothing going on at Donkin.

Thisis aserious question. The taxpayers of this country have put
hundreds of millions of dollars into these projects. It raises the
question of who is better at this. the private sector or the govern-
ment. Time after time we have seen the mismanagement of public
funds by government. We have to wonder how long we can keep on
funding corporations such as this to make decisions like this.
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Let us look at this reasonably. Does anyone think a private
company would shut down its export markets? Not a hope. But
what does the government body do? It shuts down the export
market and creates a problem. That alone should tell us that the
government has no business there.

An hon. member: It has no business sense.

Mr. Darrel Stinson: It has no business sense and it never has
had any. | find that rather amusing coming from the Conservatives.
It seemsthat alot of these problems started when the Conservatives
were in power.

We come back to the same thing. We know that mining is
extremely important to Canada. It employs a large number of
people, not only in the maritimes but right across Canada.
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We know that coa will be under scrutiny here in this Kyoto
agreement this government has decided to go into. So we have
many problems in the coal industry right now due to government
intrusion.

We have to realize that in many instances the private sector is
better at looking after the needs of the people in the communities.
All businesses have to make a profit in order to survive. It is that
simple.

When we have to compete in the world marketplace we have to
understand that. We are competing in a world market, not just
among ourselves. Therefore when | see mismanagement of Cana
dian taxpayer dollars to the sums | see in here under Devco | have
to seriously question the sanity of the governments involved. | do
not think 1 am the only one to question the sanity. | think the
taxpayers question it.

To sum up, | think the mining communities and the taxpayers of
this country are tired of getting the lousy shaft from the govern-
ments which have run this country and it is time to get us back on
the right track of producing and surviving.

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, | sure hope Hansard got every single word of the recent
comments of my colleague from the Reform Party.

It is amazing that during question period a very passionate plea
came from a Reform member from northern B.C. | lived for nine
years in Watson Lake, Yukon, a town very close to Fort Nelson
which he had mentioned in his question. He made a very passionate
plea “for the federal government not to divest itself of the Fort
Nelson airport. We need the federal government to keep its hands
on Fort Nelson airport”. Not more than two hours later they turn
around and say that the government has to get out of coal mining.

I would really like to know what side of its mouth the Reform
Party is going to talk from today. One minute the government is no
good and the next minute we need the government. Please, for the
sake of al Canadians and for their constituents, the Reform Party
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should make up its mind. It is unbelievable. | find it amazing that
no matter what the subject members on the Reform benches think
the solution is always fire public servants, sell off public assetsand
return to some ideal state of nature that sounds like a cross between
Sunday school and the wild west.

I know the hon. member will find this hard to believe but most
peoplein Canada do not want an American style government which
does nothing for working people but lectures them on morality.
Most Canadians want a government that will stand up for people
and make job creation its number one priority. That is why | am
here, to push this government to help create jobs on Cape Breton
Island.

Yes, crown corporations like Devco have been inefficient. It is
not because of the workers. It is because of a handful of powerful
men who have made themselves rich at taxpayer expense. The
problem is not the crown corporations. The problem is the people
who ride the gravy train.

| have lived in Nova Scotiafor nineyearsand it isagreat honour
for me to look in the cameras and face al of Canada and
wholeheartedly support my hon. colleagues from Cape Breton. |
thank them for their wonderful efforts in trying to get this motion
through the House.

| also wish to thank the hon. House leader of the Conservative
Party for his gracious remarks with regard to this motion. After
what the hon. member has had to go through for the last few years
with Westray, and | know | do not need to go into what has
happened with Westray, it isavery emotional time for him to stand
in this House and mention coal mining in his area let alone Cape
Breton. He deserves the kudos from the New Democratic Party and
al Canadians.

The other day | was in Cape Breton and | met three absolutely
wonderful people. They are miners José Pimentel and Victor
Tomecheck and the head of the UMWA. | wear its pin with pride.
They are trying to get us to move this government in the direction
of making Donkin part of the Devco corporation plan. It is
imperative for this to happen.

® (1355)

| encourage all members of this House and all Canadians to head
up to Cape Breton and take North America's most beautiful scenic
route, the Cabot Trail. Those who choose to do that can stop at
wonderful areas like Chéticamp, Louisburg and Sydney. They will
understand the feeling and the love Cape Bretoners have for the rest
of Canada and they will be able to return that love.

A young woman stood up at a conference the other day and said
“ladies and gentlemen, | am 18, | am a female and | am a Cape
Bretoner” . According to the Reformers that is three strikes against
her, get out of there. That is a scandalous shame. | find that hard to
believe. | would have loved it if the Reformers could have been at
that conference in Centennial hall to tell her ““thereis no future for



2056

COMMONSDEBATES

November 21, 1997

Private Members' Business

you here, out you go. Government is no good, we can't help you.
Let the dogs eat you'. | get really mad when | get on this subject.

The hon. Liberal member from Newfoundland did not give usan
answer on whether he supports this motion or not. | would really
like an answer before we recesstoday. Isthe Liberal Party in favour
of thismotion or not? No political answer, just ayesor no. It would
be greatly appreciated by those miners in Cape Breton.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Before we resume
debate, and we have about seven or eight minutes left, it is
customary for the House to give the member who moved the
motion a few minutes to finish. Before we resume debate, we will
ask members to please keep their interventions short and then we
will get at it.

Mr. Hec Clouthier (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, | rise to address the House on Motion No. 136 which
cals on the government to develop the Donkin mine in Cape
Breton as a crown corporation.

| join the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural
Resources in thanking the hon. member for Bras d’ Or for bringing
this matter before the House. There has been agreat deal of debate
in Cape Breton about the future of the Donkin mine. The govern-
ment appreci ates the opportunity to address thisissue and to advise
the hon. member and all Canadians of its position on this matter.

As the parliamentary secretary has noted, the Cape Breton
Development Corporation, better known as Devco, isacoal mining
company that currently operates not one but two coa mines as well
as support facilities that include arailway, a port facility and a coal
washing plant.

Devco is headquartered in Sydney which is awonderful commu-
nity. It had a great race track at one time. It holds all the coal |eases
for Cape Breton, including the Donkin mine on the island’'s east
side.

The corporation is a magjor employer in Cape Breton and must
continue to play a vita role in the long term viability of Nova
Scotia' s great coal mining industry. In order to do this Devco must
become commercialy viable. As hon. members have been in-
formed, the corporation is continuing to lose money. By the way,
that is exactly what my horses did when | raced them at Sydney,
lost money.

Progress is being made but Devco still has a long way to go
before it can meet the government’s objective of being a commer-
cialy viable crown corporation.

Hon. members know Devco believes the key to economic
profitability in the short term is not to play bingo at Stornoway but

to get its current businessright, to reverse the trend of annual losses
by the fiscal year 1999-2000. With that in mind, this wonderful
corporation has focused on achieving productivity improvements
and introducing new technologies and promoting increased co-op-
eration between management and labour and | hope between all
members in this esteemed House of Commons.

® (1400)

Asthe parliamentary secretary hasvery clearly and unequivocal -
ly indicated, Devco will be looking at all options to get around the
existing geological problem at its Phalen mine.

An hon. member: It is pronounced Phalen.

Mr. Hec Clouthier: There is a difference of opinion on the
pronunciation of Phalen. | am from the upper Ottawa valley and |
believe it is pronounced Phalen. | knew a Phalen who he was kind
of an incorrigible person and Sister Mary Florence made him stand
in detention.

Notwithstanding that the corporation will aso look at the
potential contribution of its full resources including Donkin coal
prior to submitting its annual corporate plan update earlier next
year.

An hon. member: You are digging yourself in pretty deep.

Mr. Hec Clouthier: If | were on the other side | would really be
in deep or out of it. We are on the government side, are we not?

An hon. member: Yes, we are on the leadership side.

Mr. Hec Clouthier: The leadership side, the side that ultimately
makes decisions in consultation with all members of the House.

As the parliamentary secretary has made clear Devco's mandate
is still commercia viability. We expect projects to go forward on
the basis of commercia viability. In other words, if the Donkin
mine is to be developed it will have to be on a commercial basis.

Theword true hasacertain air of quality about it in this hallowed
Chamber. It is a versatile word. This is particularly true given the
government’s record of fiscal responsibility to all Canadians.

In his magnificent, magnanimous, munificent budget last Febru-
ary, the Minister of Finance indicated that the government would
stay the course on its effort to eliminate that terrible and dreadful
thing called the deficit.

Canadians recognize and appreciate that progress has been made
inthisregard. Far beit for me to pre-empt our fantastic Minister of
Finance, but deficit elimination will more than likely be achieved
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in fiscal year 1998-99, but that does not mean the government can
abandon its policies of fiscal restraint and accountability.

Hon. members will recall that the previous minister of natural
resources, during an appearance before a special Senate committee
this past March, indicated that she would entertain private sector
proposals to study the feasibility of developing the Donkin mine.
The government fully supports Devco's decision to alow the
private sector to explore development of the Donkin mine on a
commercia basis.

As hon. members have been informed, a private company,
Donkin Resources Ltd., is currently conducting a feasibility study
to examine the availability and quality of the coa deposit, the
market opportunities and the technical details associated with
opening the mine. The study was financialy supported by the
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency through a contribution to
the Cape Breton County Economic Development Authority. This
contribution—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCléelland): All hon. members
share with the Chair the disappointment that the time provided for
private members' hour has expired. However, with unanimous
consent of the members present, perhaps the mover of the mation,
the hon. member for Bras D’ Or, could have three minutes to sum

up.
Is there unanimous consent?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

Mrs. Michelle Dockrill (Bras d'Or, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | still
have not received an answer to the question of whether or not
members on the government side support the motion.
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One of the topics he just discussed was the feasibility study
which is going to be done with federal funds. He talked about the
agencies which have approved this funding, ACOA and ECBC.
What | haveto tell this member isthat there was one group that was
not asked what it cared about or what it thought about this situation,
and that group was the people of Cape Breton Island. They were not
asked.

Where else could this situation exist? In a country that is
supposed to be so prosperous we have an island which has the
highest rate of unemployment in the country. Thereis the possibil-
ity of amajor employer and it is being sold for aloonie. | ask the
member, where? Under this Liberal government that is how it
happened.

As| said in my speech, the Donkin mine is the future of Devco
and Devco is the future of Cape Breton Island. | will continue, day
after day, to remind this government when it talks about deficit
reduction how it accomplished that deficit reduction. It accom-
plished it on the backs of the people of Cape Breton Island.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and the order is dropped from the Order Paper.

It being 2.06 p.m., this House stands adjourned until Monday at
11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.06 p.m.)
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Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ..o Beauségour — Petitcodiac . New Brunswick ... .... NDP
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............. Saskatchewan. ........ Ref.
Venne PiEmette . ... o Saint—Bruno — Saint—
Hubert .................. Quebec .............. BQ
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest ...  Ontario .............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex ... Ontario .............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford....  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
White, Ted ... .o NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges.............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob ... .. Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
VACANCY Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ...

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic

Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the

Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary—NoseHill................... Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (32)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay—Columbia. . ............... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta—South Richmond .............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South—Burnaby ........... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam— Ref.
Burnaby ...l
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni ................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM West Kootenay—Okanagan ........... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan—Coquihala............... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney—Alouette. ................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ........... VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey—White Rock—Langley .. Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . ... ... West Vancouver—SunshineCoast. . . . . . Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ...t NDP
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Douglas. .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna ..................oiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley—Abbotsford. ................ Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
VA CANCY Port Moody—Coquitlam..............
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg—Transcona. ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris. .................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. ... ... ... .. SaintBoniface .............. .. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Charleswood—Assiniboine............ Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard . ...... ... e Selkirk—Interlake. . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Portage—Lisgar...................... Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... Winnipeg North—St. Paul . ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue—Mactaquac. ................ PC
Bradshaw, Claudette, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation Moncton .............. ...t Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska—Restigouche. .. .......... PC
GOiN, YVON . ..o Acadie—Bathurst .................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy—Royal ....................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............... ... ... ... ... Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e Charlotte . ...t PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beausgour—Petitcodiac . ............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)

BaKer, GEOIE S, .. i Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ............. Humber— St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Bonavista— Trinity—Conception .. . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. .. ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ... Nunavut ............. ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants ....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester.............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... BrasdOr ... NDP
Barle, GOordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough.... PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney—Victoria.................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville—EasternShore. ............. NDP
ONTARIO (99)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Peterborough ................ ... ... Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... Brampton West—Mississauga . .. ...... Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Timmins—JamesBay................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan—King—Aurora. . ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey . ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russdll . ...... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville...............o i Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth—Burlington .............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin—Peel —Wellington—Grey.. ..  Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, EliNOr .. ... Thornhill .......... ... ... ........ Lib.
Carroll, AL EEN ... Barrie—Simcoe—Bradford. . .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest—Nepean................ Lib.

Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. . . .. .. Lib.
Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ... DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . et e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage .. .......... DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre—Rosedale ............ Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e Elgin—Middlesex—London. .......... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK . Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . .. ... Whithy—Ajax ... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ....................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .............. ... i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. .......................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie . .. ... Sudbury ... Lib.

Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and

MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Addington ...l Lib.
MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan ... ... Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge . ......... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—EastYork.................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo—Wellington. ............... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e York South—Weston................. Ind.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London—Fanshawe.................. Lib.

O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.
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Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

S VIS . . ottt Kent—ESsex ........................ Lib
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean—Carleton. ................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence .......... Perth—Middlesex.................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... .. oo EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—Cochrane. ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk—Brant.......... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent .. ..o Algoma—Manitoulin................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant .............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Kitchener—Waterloo . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Kent—Middlesex. ......... Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib
WIlTEIt, BrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiin, Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Ministerof Labour ............... ... Cadigan ..., Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ............. Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HE BN . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond—Arthabaska. .............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada ... Ahuntsic ............... ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ......... . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ

Bonaventure— Gaspé—Iles-de-la—
Barnier, YVaN . . Madeleine—Pabok ................... BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneal, YVON . ... e Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. .. ..o e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................ .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...\ttt e e Frontenac—Mégantic................. BQ
Coderre, DENIS . . .o Bourassa .............coiiiii Lib.

Kamouraska— Riviére—du-L oup—
Créte, Paul . ... Témiscouata—LesBasques. ........... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ......... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lothiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil—Soulanges . ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila ... MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . .......... o LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain . ...t Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard—Saint—Michel ......... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... . Roberval ............ ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides.......................... BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine. .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t e Mercier .......c.coviiiiiiiii. BQ
Laurin ReNG . . ..o Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—-Henri................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ................. ..ol BQ
LefebVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... .. LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne—Blainville............... BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food) (Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEAMNS) . .. ettt Montmagny—L'Idlet ................. Lib.

Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisQuOi .................. Lib.
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Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMEnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Perron, GillEs—A. . ... Saint—Eustache—Sainte-Thérése. . ... .. BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau—Saint-Denis............... Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Price, David . ... Compton—Stanstead . ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount—Ville-Marie............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
S8A08, JACOUES . . .ot eeea Brossard—LaPrairie.................. Lib.
SAN=JULEN, GUY .. Abitibi ........ .. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ............. ... ... . BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford ............. .. PC
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . o Rimouski—Mitis..................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno—Saint—Hubert . .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar. . . . .. .. NDP
Balley, ROy ... Souris—MooseMountain ............. Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . . ....... ... ..o Wascana ..........coooviiiiiiii.... Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ...l Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . CypressHills—Grasdands. ............ Ref.
NYSIFOM, LOMNE . .. e e e e QuAppdle.............oii NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Ref.
Proctor, DIiCK . ... Paliser..........cooiii NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden—LakeCentre ... ... NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot Wanuskewin. .............ccovinnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of November 21, 1997 — 1st Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Bernard Patry (16)
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Grant McNally Mike Scott
Ghislain Fournier Gerad Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Louise Hardy
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin John Maloney
René Canuel Gordon Earle Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey Reed Elley
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
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