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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, February 13, 1998

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers
GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1000)
[English]
SUPPLY

ALLOTTED DAY—CANADIAN ECONOMY

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Qu’Appelle, NDP) moved:

That this House condemns the government for promoting an economy where the
gap between the superrich and ordinary Canadian families is widening, risking the
future of our youth, and strongly urges the government to introduce in the coming
budget measures ensuring every Canadian an opportunity to share in a new

prosperity.

He said: Mr. Speaker, we have introduced a topic in the House
for debate today which is a very important and growing issue right
across the country, the issue of increasing inequality.

For many years in the sixties and seventies the gap between the
rich and the poor was narrowing in this country and we were proud
of some of the progress we had made. New social programs like the
Canada pension plan and universal health care had narrowed the
gap between the wealthy people and the poor people of this
country. It was a legacy that we were all proud of as Canadians.

® (1005)

| remember very well back in 1968 when the then leader of the
Liberal Party and the prime minister of the country, Pierre Elliot
Trudeau, campaigned across this country about a just society and
decreasing these disparities. That went on for a while, but in the
last 10 years or so, and in particular since this Liberal government
came to power, we have seen the creation of what | call the unjust
society where the gap iswidening once again between the weal thier
people and the poorer people in Canada.

Aswe are only two weeks away from the budget, it isimportant
that we start putting some of these issues into the public record and

debate what | think is a big issue in this country, two classes of
Canadians, the wealthy Canadians, the very wealthy Canadians and
the rest of Canadians, particularly the poorer side of the spectrum.

What | want to do this morning very briefly is put some
information into the House and hopefully put some parameters on
the debate we are having today.

Since 1989, which | am going to use as our base year, average
family incomes in Canada have fallen by roughly 5%. They have
gone down, not up. This is despite the fact the Minister of Finance
says the economic fundamentals are right, unemployment is finally
starting to go down, inflation is below 1%, that the budget is going
to be balanced and there will be a fiscal dividend.

Despite al that and despite the fact the economy, as the minister
says, is doing better, the question is better for whom. It is certainly
not better for the average Canadian family whose income has gone
down by 5% in the last seven or eight years.

Since 1989 we have 538,000 more children living in poverty in
this country, one of the wealthiest countries in the world. The
number of food banks has tripled in Canada since 1989. The
number of people filing for bankruptcy has tripled since 1989.

We also see that the number of low income persons in 1996 was
40% higher than in 1989. What we are seeing now, | maintain, is
the creation of an unjust society that is going to be the legacy of
this Minister of Finance unless he changes his priorities and starts
to redistribute income and opportunities in Canada. That is what
this debate is al about this morning.

What are the reasons for this? | think there are four or five very
obvious reasons. One has been the determination of the Bank of
Canada over the last number of years, with the support of this
finance minister and previous finance ministers, to fight inflation
and put inflation ahead of the creation of jobs and economic
growth. That has slowed down the economy, created unemploy-
ment, made the borrowing of money more expensive and slowed
down the expansion of small businesses and the farm economy
right across the board.

Second, there is no priority in this country to create jobs. There
are no targets for reducing unemployment and poverty like we have
had targets for reducing inflation in Canada. The big one has been
the cutback by this Minister of Finance in the transfers to the
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provinces on health and education. This has increased disparities
right across the country.

In addition to that, we have had the gutting of the unemployment
insurance system by the Minister of Finance in an effort to save
money to balance the budget.

Finaly, | suppose the symbolism of what is happening where the
rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer was the
announced proposed merger of the Bank of Montreal and the Royal
Bank about two weeks ago. | predict that unless the Canadian
people and the Liberal backbenchers in Parliament get up and
speak about this, the Minister of Finance will acquiesce to this
demand of hisfriendsin the Bank of Montreal and the Royal Bank
come about October or November of next year.

These are some of the reasons why the disparity is growing. |
have had a chance to look at focus groups over the last couple of
months and amajor concern has been the growing gap between the
rich and the poor, growing inequities which have created despair
and poverty and crime and the social unrest we are starting to see
not only in our big cities but right across the country.

When we talk about income disparity, this is something we
should al be concerned about. Last year the top 20% of the
Canadian people saw their incomes go up by almost 2%. The
bottom 20% had a decrease in their incomes of around 3%. The
disparity widens and it widens under the tutelage of the Minister of
Finance. We see tremendous disparities.

Chief executive officers had a14% increasein salariesin the last
year while their workers had an increase in salary in those same
factories and same companies of some 2.1%. CEOs received 14%
and workers received 2.1%.

® (1010)

The CEOs of the Toronto stock exchange 300, those companies
in TSE 300, who exercised their stock options in 1996 enjoyed an
average increase of $653,700 in the last year, up from $238,000 in
the previous year. In contrast, the wages of the CEOS employees
were raised by an average of 2.1 % in 1996, again a tremendous
disparity that all Canadians should be concerned about; once again,
the creation of what | call the unjust society.

Another good example is the whole question of some of the
salaries of some of the leading CEOs in the country. | can mention
Matthew Barrett, the president of the Bank of Montreal or John
Cleghorn, the head of the Royal Bank in Canada. Both of them,
with stock options and salaries and bonuses, enjoy salaries of well
over several millions of dollars each and every year.

Then of course there is our good old friend Frank Stronach, the
president and CEO of Magna International. | want to tell a little
about Frank Stronach, the friend of the minister across the way of
financia institutions. Frank Stronach had compensation last year

of $43.2 million. Frank Stronach said: “If | add up &l the hours
I’ ve spent working over the last 40 years, | probably haven't made
much more than the minimum wage'’. That salary is $43.2 million.

Let us do alittle calculation. At $7 an hour, minimum wage, it
would take Stronach, even if he worked 24 hours a day each and
every day of the year, some 688 years to make some $43.2 million.
And the ministers across the way just smile and they say that is
fine, they contribute to our party. That does not matter. We are
friends of Frank Stronach, we are friends of John Cleghorn, friends
of Matthew Barrett. Whatever they want they will get.

These growing disparities in our country ought to be of great
concern to us. It is not just Frank Stronach or the Cleghorns or the
Matthew Barretts, but wealthy 2% or 3% of the people in this
country are increasing their salaries, increasing their compensa
tion, increasing their bonuses month after month and year after
year and the disparity iswidening. That is not avery good legacy to
leave to the next generation.

| want to close, because | want to share my time with the
member for Vancouver East, by pointing out some international
statistics that we should take note of in terms of the gap between
the rich and the poor. Thisis based on household income. We will
find here that Canada has the second largest gap of the seven or
eight countries in the OECD.

In the United States the gap between the rich and the poor is over
$54,000. In Canada it is $42,500. It is the eighth largest gap of
these nine countries. We are the second worst in terms of the gap
between the rich and the poor.

| plead with the minister who is going to respond today on behal f
of the Minister of Finance, the minister of financial institutions, to
get up and tell us how they are going to create in this country more
equality and more fairness between the rich and the poor. It is an
extremely important issue. It isasad commentary on our country, a
country of great prosperity, with great potential, to see that out of
the nine leading countries like France and Britain and Germany and
the United States, we have the second largest gap between therich
and the poor.

What we are seeing now is the creation of the unjust society, the
legacy of this Minister of Finance and the legacy of this Prime
Minister.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
member spoke at length about CEOs and how much they earn. |
wonder what he is exactly suggesting here. I's he suggesting that we
just print money and pay everybody $2 million a year? In which
case we know for certain that it will not be long before we will be
like Russia, communism all over again with total collapse of the
economy, no incentive to work, no incentive for private enterprise
or business whatsoever. | would like to know if he is suggesting
that. If not, | would like to know whether he is suggesting that we
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reduce everybody’s wages to $10 an hour, in which case | hope he
and his colleagues would set an example by getting out of their
business class seats on their flights back to Vancouver and by
starting to act like socidlists.

® (1015)

Surely they can see that 30 years of government overspending to
get us $600 billion in debt did not create any jobs. We had the worst
unemployment when we had $40 billion deficits every year. It is
only now that unemployment is coming under control, thanks to
Klein and thanks to Harris who finally have brains in their heads
unlike the socialists who were in power.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom: Mr. Speaker, | am always very happy to
receive a comment and a question from the Reform Party. People
watching the debate should know that Reformers are against this
motion. They want to create more inequalities, more disparities,
more money for the rich and less money for the poor. That is
exactly what he is saying in criticizing our approach.

We are not talking about printing money. That is where he came
from: Socia Credit and funny money back in B.C. and Alberta
many years ago. That is not what we are talking about.

We are talking about a Canada in which disparities will be
decreased as they were in the 1960s and 1970s when the disparities
between the rich and the poor were gradually decreasing because of
programs and tax policies that were of more benefit to lower
income people than they were to wealthy people.

That is the direction we want to go in. We can do it through the
tax system. We can do it through emphasizing growth and the
creation of jobs. We can do it through the federal government
spending money on health and education. That is what Canadians
want according to all the polls we have seen and al the people we
have spoken to. They want more money put back into health and
education.

The Minister of Finance has cut back on health and education.
Reformers would want even more cutbacks on health and educa-
tion. They worship at the altar of Mike Harris. They worship at the
altar of Ralph Klein. They worship at the altar of the far right in the
world like Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Regan, but that is not the
way the Canadian people want to go.

[Translation]

Mr. René Canuel (Matapédia—M atane, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
listened to the comments made by my two colleagues, one from the
Reform Party and the other from the NDP, and | see two worlds.
Oneisthe capitalist world so aptly described by my colleague from

Supply

the NDP, which is heartless and would have us take as much as we
can out of the pockets of the poor.

Let me give you an example. There was a report in yesterday’s
Le Soleil about a family of five in Riviere-aMartre, in my riding,
that had lost their home. This happened just recently. Thisis not a
hypothetical case. They lost their home because someone did not
have enough hours to qualify for employment insurance, which to
me will always remain poverty insurance. Thismorning's Le Solell
reports the case of alady in Carleton who aso lost her home. These
are facts.

My hon. colleague from the NDP said that banks are allowed to
make billions while the government is withdrawing from every-
thing. Would he agree that—incidentally | congratulate him on his
speech—when we try to help out asmall business, there is so much
red tape and government standards are so high that we end up doing
more harm than good. | would like to hear what he has to say about
this.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom: Mr. Speaker, | fully agree with my hon.
colleague from Quebec.

From time to time, things do get too complicated at the federal
level and in many provinces. | aso agree with my colleague when
he says that the Reform Party stands at the extreme right of the
ideological spectrum in this country. It is an old-style ideology, a
Margaret Thatcher ideology. We saw how the Reform Party reacted
when | mentioned Margaret Thatcher and Ronald Reagan. The
Reform Party is also good friends with the likes of Frank Stronach
and Conrad Black, the very rich in this country. Those are
differences. But the extreme right is not at all the position held by
the people of Canada.

® (1020)
[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
NDP opposition motion before us today is an important one
because it comes just before the introduction of the budget. It gives
us an opportunity to take stock of the reality facing most Cana-
dians.

There is more than enough evidence to show why the govern-
ment should be condemned for promoting an economy where the
gap between the rich and ordinary Canadians is widening. As my
colleague, the hon. member for Qu' Appelle, has so eloquently
pointed out, there is enormous statistical information and evidence
in our local communities about what the impact of Liberal govern-
ment policies has been in every part of the country.

The redlity is that between 1973 and 1993 the richest 30% of
Canadian families saw their share of the nation’s income increase
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by 5.4%, while the poorest 50% saw their share drop by 9%. This
represented a $14 billion transfer from low and middle income
Canadians to high income Canadians. We have information and
evidence to show that over the last decade there has been an
enormous growing disparity, something that Conservative and
Liberal governments have abysmally failed to deal with.

We hear alot of rhetoric in the House about the growing concern
for children living in poverty. We have to understand that because
of the policies of the government we have seen an increase in the
number of poor families in Canada. Most of us would find it
shocking to know that in this wealthy country we now have five
million Canadians who live below the poverty line. Recent statis-
tics from the Canadian Association of Food Banks show that the
number of Canadians who depend on food banksis now something
like 2.5 million people.

At our last caucus meeting we had a delegation from the
Canadian Association of Food Banks that rightly told us its
mandate was to see that food banks were eliminated. The main
issue in terms of what causes the need for food banks is income
inequality, the lack of income for poor people, the working poor
and the unemployed. That has to be addressed in the upcoming
budget.

The redlity is that in Canada there are now half or more children
living in poverty. In a country such as Canada that has tremendous
wealth and resources this is something we simply cannot tolerate.

We have to ask what are the reasons for this growing inequality.
It was very interesting to read a recent Angus Reid poll in the
Globe and Mail which showed that 69% of Canadians felt that the
federal government was deliberating pursuing economic policies
that were widening the gap between rich and poor Canadians. This
growing understanding within local communities and within Cana-
dian society as awhole has been completely ignored by the Liberal
government.

The Minister of Finance and other members of government
continue to say that they are the defenders of social programs,
young people, seniors or the unemployed. The real evidence isin
the changes to our employment insurance program. The report
tabled yesterday in the House demonstrates in a very tragic way
that 37% of people who contributed to El are now eligible for it,
whereas a few years ago it used to be 87%.

We have seen a situation where the cutsin the Canada health and
social transfer have had a devastating impact on our health care and
education programs. More than that, we have seen debate take
place about the multilateral agreement on investment. There is a
seriousness about that debate. Canadians understand the Liberal
government is pursuing with an aggressiveness we have never seen
before arace to the bottom or arace for globalization, which means
there will be atransfer of power to vary powerful corporations and
agrowing income disparity within our country and in global terms.

® (1025)

The hon. member who spoke before me addressed the very
serious situation of the last few weeks with the merger of banks or
the proposal to merge two of Canada's major banks. It was a real
test to see whether or not the Liberal government was willing to
stand up for the people of Canada and to say that the merger was
not in the best interest of any Canadian, that it was not in the public
interest.

Instead we saw a response that was ambiguous, that was
waffling, and that called for review and study. We want to see
leadership such as we have seen from the New Democratic Party.
The government should state clearly that the merger of these banks
will fail the Canadian people and will increase the growing
inequality in our country.

| wanted to spend a few minutes talking about some of the local
impacts of the policies of the government and why its economic
policies should be condemned by relating them back to my own
riding. My riding of Vancouver East includes the lowest income
neighbourhood in Canada, the downtown east side. Every day |
meet constituents who come to me with their issues and concerns.

| am reminded of Frank who came in to see me and told me that
hisincome was $770 amonth. Of that he is paying $540 amonthin
rent. That is an issue of being one step away from homelessness.
That isanissue of stark reality in my riding. It isnot just my riding.
It is right across the country.

Thereisaso aman | meet on the street from time to time whose
name is Gary. He lives in a cardboard box. He is homeless. He
wishes the federal government had not abandoned the socia
housing program, our national program for housing, in 1993.

In my riding of Vancouver East every day | meet people who are
living in what is called single occupant rooms in incredibly
substandard housing that in any middle income or middle class
community would not be tolerated. Yet the reason people areliving
inthiskind of housing is that the federal government abandoned its
social responsibility and its fiscal responsibility to provide a social
safety net to make sure that no person goes hungry or homeless.

That isthereal evidence of what | seein my riding of Vancouver
East in an urban community as adirect impact and result of Liberal
government policies.

| have also met many students at Carleton University, the
University of Toronto, the University of British Columbia and
Simon Fraser University who have told me about their rising debt
load. They are now carrying debts of $25,000, $30,000 and $40,000
as a direct result of the massive cutbacks to post-secondary
education by the Liberal government of $2.29 billion since 1993.
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Being a new member of the House and listening to the debate,
| have heard many times members of the Liberal government talk
about their professed concern for young people and the future.
Young people are sick to death of waiting. They are fed up with
the rhetoric. Their debts are climbing. Their inaccessibility to
post-secondary education is growing. They understand clearly it
is as a result of Libera policies that have eroded our public
education system.

A few months ago the NDP held a number of round table
discussions across the country. One of them was on youth unem-
ployment. Again the message was the same. Young people were
saying they were fed up with government programs that provide a
few months of training or a job opportunity and then there is
nothing.

In speaking to the motion today as to why we should condemn
the government for its policies, we want to say roundly and
strongly that its policies have had a devastating impact on low
income people, on poor people and on the middle class.

We have an opportunity today and in coming days to reorder the
priorities and say that we are willing to set targets to reduce
unemployment. We are willing to set targets to reduce poverty. We
arewilling to ensure there is anational child care program. We are
willing to say there is a national housing program. As has been
demonstrated by the alternative federal budget, these things are
affordable to usif we have the guts, the courage and the leadership
to say they are our priorities.

® (1030)

That is why we are condemning this government for the policies
it has enacted.

Mr. Ted White (North Vancouver, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Reform
actually agrees with the NDP that the Liberal government made a
big mistake cutting transfers in support of education and health.
Since 1990 it has always been Reform policy that we would not cut
those transfers and that has always been printed in our policy. So it
is one thing we do agree with.

However the NDP is constantly bleating about the growing gap
between the rich and poor but it does not offer any solutions other
than taking other people’'s money in the form of taxes and spending
more. We do not help the poor by killing the rich. We do not help
the poor by destroying the rich. We do not help people get jobs by
destroying businesses.

New Zealand, which is the country | emigrated from, found out
in 1983 that socialism does not work. | had atwo hour meeting with
the prime minister at the time, Mr. David Lange. He was an NDP
equivalent. He told me that he had learned that without a vibrant
private sector there were no socia programs. It just does not work.

Supply

Capitalism does have a heart, but we see a different way of
getting there. If we do not have businesses with good job creation
we have not got any socia programs whatsoever.

| ask the hon. member to give some solutions please. Stand up
and tell us how we get to where she wants to be. We have aplan to
get thereand it is beginning to work. We can seeit in Albertaand in
Ontario. Unemployment nationally is going down. Let us hear her
solution and tell us of a country where it has actually worked.

Ms. Libby Davies: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for his
question. Frankly | am very surprised to hear that the Reform Party
agrees that cutting transfers was a huge mistake and it has had a
very negative impact on Canadians right across the country.

What we have heard from the Reform Party time and time again
is that it also takes a slash and burn approach. When the member
offers up Ontario and Alberta as examples of what should be done,
my goodness, is there any other evidence that we need to under-
stand the direction the Reform Party wantsto drive usin in terms of
throwing everybody into unemployment or into low wage jobs.

In response to the question as to what are the solutions, | would
suggest the Reform Party might join the NDP in having the courage
to stand up and say that to have banks which make profits of $7.5
billion is obscene, that there is wedlth in this country and the
solution is in how that wealth is distributed. If we could harness
that wealth and make sure it is reinvested and redirected to help
ordinary Canadians, then we would be a lot better off.

The response to the question is that we need to have fair taxation.
The Reform Party promotes an agenda and a program of unfair
taxation by basicaly letting off profitable businesses and saying
that somehow this will not create jobs. The reality is that what this
country needs is a program of fair taxation whereby businesses and
corporations pay their fair share of the need to support a public
infrastructure which is something that benefits all of uswhether we
are rich or poor.

[Translation]

Mr. Gilles-A. Perron (Saint-Eustache—Sainte-Thérése, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today, February 13, for two
reasons. Firgt, it is my mother's birthday. Happy Birthday, Phi-
lomeéne. Second, | strongly support my colleagues to my left, the
members of the New Democratic Party.

| particularly support the tax system they are advocating. | think
the Canadian tax system is unfair. Here is an example. Why is a
single mother earning less than $30,000, who sends her child to
daycare, able to deduct $170 per $1,000 of income while someone
earning $60,000 under the same system gets atax break of $290 per
$1,000 of income, a difference of $120?
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Do not give up, we are behind you. We too think the gap
between the rich and the poor has to be narrowed.

® (1035)
[English]

Ms. Libby Davies: Mr. Speaker, | would like to thank the hon.
member for his comments. We in the NDP agree with the com-
ments that have been made. The evidence before us in the House
concerning the growing disparity particularly for families and for
working people is something we should be ashamed of.

The hon. member mentioned the need for child care. | am sure
we would agree that this is a priority which has been completely
lost in the government’s agenda. | remember well the promises that
were made to women and families of this country, that the need for
anational child care program was a key ingredient in ensuring that
women could become part of the workforce and in ensuring that
families were able to cope in today’'s society. This has been
completely abandoned by the federal government.

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the NDP has raised a very
important issue for all Canadians as well as for people in other
countries. It is the issue of income disparity. Unfortunately there
have been no solutions presented today. Is the NDP solution to
regulate and cap salaries and profits?

Hon. Lorne Nystrom: Fair taxes.

Hon. Jim Peterson: Fair taxes. If fair taxesis the issue, then let
us look at Canada’s overall tax structure.

We all know that in the global world we have to have a tax
structure which is relatively competitive with those of our neigh-
bours. When we look at Canada among the G-7 countries, we are
square in the middle of the seven. Our total tax burden is 36% of
GDP At the highest end there is France where it is 43%. At the
lowest end there is the U.S.A. where it is 28%.

The competitive realities are that we cannot get too far out of
line with the Americans to the south. Our overall tax burden is
about 30% higher than that of Americans. However, | would never
advocate that we should go down to American levels. Part of the
difference is because we have a hedth care system which the
Americans do not have. It gives Canadians tremendous security
and it also gives us a competitive edge over the Americans.

Nevertheless when we consider our comparative tax levels we
will find that the personal income tax in Canadais 13.4% of our
gross domestic product and in the U.S. it is 9.8%. In Japan it is
6.4%. On top of that we have a capital gainstax which isamong the
highest in the western world.

The progressivity of our tax system is something which | think
hon. members from the NDP should take into consideration. They
have great envy for the rich. Maybe a lot of people do. However,

these are the facts. Only 2% of tax filers in Canada have incomes
over $100,000 and they pay 21% of all federal taxes. The lowest
60%, those with incomes under $25,000, pay only 4% of our taxes.
We believe that a highly progressive tax system is an ingredient in
creating equality of opportunity and fairness, and we do not back
away from that one bit.

What have we heard in terms of solutions? | have talked about
their cry for tax fairness. Do they want to tax the rich more? That
aternative is there. Ours is till the most highly progressive
personal income tax system in the western world.

® (1040)

If the concern of NDP members is for those who have been
marginalized in our society or for those who have the greatest
difficulty in coping, then we have no dispute with them. We would
hope that they would support the measures that we have brought
forward.

One of our maor concerns has been low income working
families. The Caledon Institute and studies by the finance depart-
ment revealed that there was a welfare wall. A family on welfare
taking in al of the benefits provided by governments was about
$3,000 ahead of afamily with two children and parents working at
low wage levels.

That is what was called the welfare wall. It was a barrier to
leaving welfare and going into the workforce. We addressed the
matter not by lowering benefits to the lower income people on
welfare but by increasing the tax incentives for those who were
actually working.

Thisiswhy we brought in the working income supplement. This
iswhy in an agreement with the provinces we have entered into the
national child tax benefit. This government has committed $850
million to the child tax benefit which goes to those low income
families. We promised during the course of our mandate to beef
that up by another $850 million. Thisisat atimewhen al partiesin
this House recognize that our deficit and debt are major economic
problems and challenges for us.

At the same time, we have increased the tax incentives available
to Canadians with disabilities. We recognize that the costs of
working and being disabled, or existing and being disabled are very
high.

Mr. Rob Anders: Why don’t you brag about raising taxes 38
times?

Hon. Jim Peter son: Would the hon. member please show alittle
bit of respect if he has nothing intelligent to contribute. If the
Reform Party member has nothing better to add to this debate than
inane accusations not based on fact and shouting and screaming, |
wish he would—

Mr. Rob Anders. Thirty-eight tax raises.

An hon. member: Bring in civility to the House.
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Hon. Jim Peterson: Civility is not within that new member’'s
lexicon.

We must recognize that Canadians with disabilities need to have
the added costs they bear each day taken into consideration. We
have done that through the tax system.

Education is a great leveller in our society creating equality of
opportunity. We will never as a government be able to create
equality among individuals but we can at least create equality of
opportunity.

This is why in spite of our fiscal difficulties over the last four
years this government has introduced numerous measures to help
students in the education system. These include increasing the
levels for registered educational savings plans, the educational tax
credit, deductibility of ancillary fees and expenses for students.

There is aso the innovation foundation to which we have
contributed $800 million. In conjunction with the private sector
and other levels of government, there will be a $2 billion fund for
investment in research and development in our hospitals and
institutions of higher learning.

Last fall our Prime Minister announced that access to education
is very important to him and to this government. He announced the
creation of the millennium scholarship fund. The finance minister a
couple of weeks ago said that we can look forward to ongoing
measures to assist students in the next budget.

These are some of the concerns we have had about creating
opportunity for al Canadians. We have put our money where our
mouth is.

From the NDP we have heard about, and | will quote the member
for Qu’ Appelle who was supported by the member for Vancouver
East, * the obscene profits made by banks’. Yes, they made record
profits last year but they have also paid record taxes in Canada.
Canadian banks pay 64% of their net income in Canadian taxes.

® (1045)

Compare that with the United States where it is only 54% of net
income and the U.K. where it is 52%. Canadian manufacturers pay
47%. Canadian credit unions pay 45%.

Are hon. members in the NDP suggesting that credit unions
should be brought up to a 64% of net income tax level in Canada?
Let us hear about it if the Canadian bank profits are obscene. Do
they want even higher taxes on the banks in light of these figures?

| say to the hon. member for Qu' Appelle that on December 4,
1996 the leader of the NDP said in a press release that she
welcomed bank profits if they were earned through good manage-
ment, sound long term investment and progressive participation in

Supply

the Canadian economy. The leadership race in the member’s party
is over. He lost. Maybe it is time he started to support his leader.

We take no back seat to anybody in terms of taxesin these areas.
We are the ones that increased the corporate surtax, the large
corporation tax, and introduced the temporary surtax.

Mr. Rob Anders. Now you are bragging about tax increases.

Hon. Jim Peterson: | am proud of these three tax increases we
brought in because we had to get our deficit under control. We in
this party have legitimate concerns about the poor in Canada and
sustaining the programs that keep them going.

At the same time we have started the process of bringing down
gradually tax levelsin away that is sustainable, fair and does not
undermine the socia and economic underpinnings of our economy.
We are making those investments and we are proud to do it.

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, | cannot let the opportunity pass without commenting on
the hon. member’s speech. He proudly mentioned to the House the
taxes introduced by his government. Congratulations.

Who ultimately pays for increased taxes? The public. Those
taxes fal on the shoulders of the public. The government has
balanced the budget on the backs of the public. What has been the
outcome? The worst unemployment we have seen since the depres-
sion.

| cannot let pass the NDP comments. Proud NDPers wear their
hearts on their sleeves. They profess to be the saviour of the poor
and underprivileged. What would they do? During the election
campaign it presented a budget to the public that was proven not to
work and to increase the deficit of Canada by tens of hillions of
dollars.

For once | would like the public to see the absurdity of trying to
increase taxes while trying to help the poor. Increasing taxes,
increasing government spending and increasing deficits do what?
They compromise the very people al in the House would like to
help.

For al the negativism we have seen across the House, the
Reform Party is the only party that put forth a workable plan that
would eliminate taxes for those in the lowest socioeconomic
groups in Canada, put more money in their pockets and save our
social programs. Deficits, debt and increased taxes are what
compromise the lowest socioeconomic groups and socia pro-
grams.

The only party that has ever put forth a constructive plan to save
health care, pensions and social programsis this party. We propose
solutions to put our economic house in order so that the govern-
ment will have the money to spend on people who need it the most.
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Will the member acknowledge that increasing taxes, increasing
deficits and increasing debt compromise the lowest socioeconomic
groups preferentially?

Hon. Jim Peterson: Mr. Speaker, we recognize the terrible
impact of huge deficits on our economy. When we took office the
deficit was at $42 billion. We are till paying about a third of every
tax dollar to service the interest on our debt.

This is why, in a time period that is less than any Reform
package put forward, we will have our budget in balance. We are
starting to pay down the debt. At the sametimewe will never adopt
the Reform formula for doing it. This is the party that was to cut
taxes. At the same time how would Reformers have paid for it?
First, they would cut drastically the programs to help with the
pensions of seniors. Second, they would cut transfers to the
provincesfor education and for health care. Third, and probably the
most draconian of all, as seen through all their budgets which keep
shifting with the political winds and the latest polls, they would cut
equalization to the poorest regions and the poorest people.

® (1050)

We will not cut taxes to break the backs of those who need it
most. We never will. We will have a balanced approach. At the
same time as we are gradually cutting taxes, starting with those
most in need, the disabled, the students, the working poor, and
helping charities and the voluntary sector do more to increase tax
incentives, we are hel ping those who need it most by sustaining the
programs that help Canadians have a secure retirement, strong
education and strong health systems. Those are our priorities.

Mrs. Diane Ablonczy (Calgary—Nose Hill, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, it is a pleasure for me to address this NDP opposition day
motion.

It is always a little bemusing to me when the NDP castigates
Reform. Quite frankly Reform and the NDP have exactly the same
goa in mind, that is to give ordinary citizens a break they very
richly deserve. It is long overdue after years of Tory and Libera
mismanagement and taxation of their incomes.

| ask the NDP to listen very carefully to what | am about to say
because we have the same goal in mind. We care about the people.
It is because the traditional political parties no longer serve our
interests that we have a Reform vehicle, Reform members in the
House and a Reform vision which we are working hard to achieve.
That vision is a strong country with strong social programs, with a
safety net that we can count on, and with incomes that are not
constantly eroded by government mismanagement, overspending
and overtaxation.

We heartily agree with the NDP goal of ensuring that every
Canadian has an opportunity to share in a new prosperity. That is
what life is all about. It is about creating a strong, vibrant future

and life for ourselves and our families. That is important to every
Canadian.

The NDP also talks about the future of our youth. The future of
our youth is the future of our country. In that | know we all concur.
It is the young people who day after day come to us and say they
have done everything they can but cannot find a decent job with a
decent income. That concerns us very deeply because it is their
future we need to be looking after.

What isthe NDP solution? It is to rant against the super rich, the
bogeymen, like the land ownersin some South American countries,
like the nobility in eastern Europe, like some evil force is keeping
honest, decent, low income people from having the opportunities
they need. | appeal to the NDP to get realistic about the problems
and the way to achieve the goals we all believe in, instead of
creating scary bogeymen and railing against people who are trying
their best to create opportunities, employment and income that can
be taxed back to help the less fortunate.

We agree that we need to give assistance to people who cannot
care for themselves. It is something that we pride ourselves on. We
must assist those who cannot meet their own needs in a generous
and compassionate manner. It concerns me that we are losing the
ability to do that as more and more of our money is diverted into
paying interest on a mortgage that we are placing on our children’s
future and that the NDP wants to add to. It wants to continue to
mortgage our children’s future by massive overspending and to tax
away the income young workers manage to get.

® (1055)

Thereisarole for government to play in its policies on taxation
and spending and in achieving the goal of ensuring Canadians a
high standard of living and real prosperity. However, the NDP way
of doing this and its proposals to do this have proven over the last
30 years, not just in Canada but in country after country in the
world, to do the absolute opposite of what it says it is trying to
achieve.

| cannot understand. | have met anumber of my NDP colleagues.
| have the highest regard for their compassion, for their heart for
people, for their desire to do the right thing, and for their
competence and ability in the legislative arena. Yet all they can trot
out is tired old failed policies of tax and spend and government
intervention. This will ssimply give us more of what we have had
over the last several decades. The same old failed policies of the
past are being touted by the NDP. It simply will not wash. It will
not serve Canadians. | appeal to the NDP to become more realistic
about what can be achieved.

The NDP is asking for state planing; big government; high
spending and huge bureaucracies that lead to waste and abuse of
taxpayer money; high taxes which means |ess to meet the needs of
families; and low incentivesto invest and takerisk. Thismeansless
creation of wealth, a smaller pie, less to share for those who truly
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are less fortunate and a lower standard of living, which is exactly
what we are seeing.

Reform instead says that we need self-reliance and individual
initiative. That is the spirit and that is the energy that will give us
real prosperity. We need smaller, more efficient government. We
need lower tax takes, in particular for low income people who are
struggling to give their children the necessities of life.

Instead we have the NDP saying * The government can manage
your money better than you can. Just hand it over because we know
much better what to do with it”.

Thefiscal platform of NDPers will smply give us what they say
they do not like. They call for huge increases in spending, which
will lock in the current record high tax burden that contributes so
much to the poverty they claim they want to address, and higher
inflation which eats away at the purchasing power of retired
Canadians, causes an increase in interest rates and a slowdown in
job creating investment.

NDPerstalk about fair taxes. Have they not caught on to the fact
that when we raise taxes on business people and service providers
they simply pass the cost on to the consumer? That is us. That is
Canadian families. That is people who are struggling to make ends
meet. There is no way we will be able to strengthen the weak by
weakening the strong. It does not work that way.

If the examples of country after country have not shown that
conclusively to NDPers, we have to wonder whether they areliving
in never-never land and are not really prepared to deal with the
realities that face Canadians.

The way to create real jobs and to aleviate poverty in a
meaningful way isto reduce taxes on low income familiesto create
the conditions necessary for those families to earn employment
income, to shore up heath and education, and not implement
passive welfare programs that encourage dependency and discour-
age work and independence.

The Deputy Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. member.
She will have two minutes remaining after question period when
debate on the motion resumes, followed by afive minute question
and comments period, should she wish it.

STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

CIVITANS

Mr. Joe Jordan (Leeds—Grenville, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
past weekend Brockville and District Civitans hosted the winter
convention of the Canadian District East.

S0.31

There were Civitans present from throughout the Ottawa Valley
and representatives from Civitan International in Birmingham,
Alabama.

® (1100)

The Civitans are a non-profit group of people who volunteer
their time to help those less fortunate. Members of the Civitan Club
concentrate the bulk of their efforts on funding programs to
improve the quality of life for the developmentally and physically
challenged.

They have also undertaken to fund leading edge research into a
multidiscipline approach to preventing and treating developmental
disabilities.

It is a privilege for me today to pay tribute to the many Civitan
members throughout Leeds-Grenville who give selflessly of their
time and energy as builders of good citizenship.

THE SENATE

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Cana-
dians want accountable politicians. Reform is committed to im-
proving our government system. A critical step in this process has
to be a triple E Senate.

Canadians are calling for the return of some integrity and
purpose to the Canadian Senate. It is unacceptable that the Senateis
plagued with chronic absenteeism. It is undemocratic that the
appointment process is a thinly disguised patronage plum. It is
unfair to Canadians that the upper house provides little in the way
of regional representation.

The Prime Minister said in 1990, when in opposition: “A
reformed Senate is essential. It must be a Senate that is elected,
effective and equitable’”. Good words, but are they just empty
words?

Begin today. Follow through on your words, Mr. Prime Minister.
Let's get away from the triple A Senate, appointed, affluent,
apathetic, and give Canadians some hope with a triple E Senate,
equal, elected and effective.

THE LATE EDDIE SARGENT

Mr. Ovid L. Jackson (Parliamentary Secretary to President
of the Treasury Board, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, today | rise to pay
tribute to an outstanding Liberal politician who fought for the little
guy at every turn of the road.
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Eddie Sargent, former mayor of Owen Sound and former MPP
from my riding, passed away January 28, 1998 at the age of 82.
Eddie Sargent’s political career spanned more than four decades.
He was Owen Sound's mayor four times and was elected to the
provincia legislature in 1963 and retired in 1987.

Eddie fought aggressively for his constituents. No problem was
too big or too small. He put so much into life. He was aman with a
heart and we will miss him.

[Translation]

TRIBUTE TO DORA WASSERMAN

Mr. Maurice Dumas (Argenteuil—Papineau, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, at the Soirée des Masques ceremony, the Académie
québécoise du théatre paid tribute to Dora Wasserman, the founder
and director of the Yiddish theatre at the Saidye Bronfman arts
centre.

The Bloc Quebecois would like to pay tribute to Ms. Wasser-
man's exceptional devotion. She has given her life to the theatre
and to preserving the language and longstanding traditions of the
rich Yiddish culture.

After training at the prestigious Jewish theatre in Moscow, she
arrived in Montreal in 1950. For 60 years, the Yiddish theatre has
performed on the stage of the Monument national, which used to
belong to the Société Saint-Jean-Baptiste. Keen to build bridges
between cultures, Ms. Wasserman and her troupe presented a
Yiddish version of Michel Tremblay’s Les Belles-Soeurs in 1992.

Congratulations Dora Wasserman for making Quebec culture
even richer.

[English]

HUNTINGTON SOCIETY OF CANADA

Mr. Janko Perié¢ (Cambridge, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am delight-
ed to congratulate the Huntington Society of Canada on its 25th
anniversary.

Located in my riding of Cambridge, the Huntington Society isa
national network of volunteers and professionals working to find a
cure and treatment for Huntington's disease. Huntington's is a
hereditary brain disease which strikes between the ages of 30 and
45, for which no cure has yet been found.

On behaf of my constituents, | congratulate the Huntington
Saociety for its 25 years of dedicated and tireless work.

MARKHAM RESOLUTION

Ms. Elinor Caplan (Thornhill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the
supreme court begins to consider the legality of unilateral seces-
sion next week, | would like to read part of aresolution passed by
the town of Markham in the riding of Thornhill on January 13,
1998. As | only have 60 seconds, | will read a small portion. It is
entitled ““Peopl€’s resolution for a united Canada’:

Whereas the municipality of Markham believes that al Canadians are equal and
al Canadian provinces have equality of status, And whereas the municipality of
Markham believes that Canada, with its existing constitution and charter of rights
and freedoms, offers all of its citizens and provinces an equal opportunity to prosper
and flourish, this same constitution has enabled and must continue to enable the
province of Quebec, a fundamental and valued partner of the Canadian
confederation, the opportunity to promote and protect its culture, civil law tradition
and French language.
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| am proud that this resolution came from my riding of Thorn-
hill, and | will later be asking for unanimous consent of this House
to table this resolution.

The end of the resolution says:

Now therefore be it resolved that the municipality of Markham, in a spirit of
friendship and in the name of unity, proudly adopts this *‘ People's resolution for a
united Canada’ and we hereby urge all Canadian municipalities to join us—.

THE SENATE

Mr. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, on March 1 this year, British Columbia Senator Len
Marchand was set to retire. Did he? No. The Prime Minister asked
him to stay on until after the election. Why? Because he did not
want to incur the wrath of British Columbians to have another
unelected, unaccountable senator who has the power to change the
laws of this country.

Putting senators up for election enables good, hardworking
senators to stay and will get rid of the dead wood. It will invigorate
the sleepy hollow Senate and make it an active, vigorous place.

The people of British Columbia, the people of this country, want
value for money. They want a democracy. They want a triple E
Senate.

WINTER OLYMPICS

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Whitby—Ajax, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, this
morning in Nagano, Japan Team Canada began its bid for a gold
medal in men's hockey by defeating Belarus by a score of 5-0.
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All Canadians share a sense of pride in the calibre of our men's
hockey team. We have great expectations.

There are three families in my riding of Whitby—Ajax that will
be on the edge of their seats throughout this whole tournament.
These are the families of Joe Nieuwendyk, Adam Foote and Keith
Primeau. These three talented players are products of the Whitby
Minor Hockey Association.

The town of Whitby wanted to recognize and cheer on our local
heroes. Several weeks ago | was thrilled to participate in the
kick-off of a banner signing campaign. Thousands of Whitby
residents signed the congratulatory banners which were presented
to the families for delivery to the players in Nagano.

All of Canada will be cheering our team on. Members will
appreciate, however, that the cheers from Whitby will be a little
louder, especialy for our three homegrown boys.

To Adam, Joe and Keith, bring home the gold.
[Translation]

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE

Ms. Jocelyne Girard-Bujold (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
during the last Parliament, the Bloc Quebecois presented a petition
signed by more than 40,000 persons condemning child sexual
abuse.

The petitioners were calling for the minimum sentence for afirst
sexual offence conviction to be raised to two years, five yearsfor a
repeat offence, for areview and assessment of treatments offered to
abusers serving their sentences, for a post-release follow-up on the
effectiveness of treatment, and for assurance that compensation
measures and support would be made available to sexually abused
children and their families.

Shortly thereafter, a general election was called. The petition
therefore received no response from Parliament, and nothing has
changed. The new Minister of Justice has still made no announce-
ment.

Given the importance of this subject, | call on the minister to
follow up on this petition, which | personally endorse. The minister
must act.

[English]

STUDENTS

Mr. Hec Clouthier (Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, one of my most pleasant tasks since becoming the
member of Parliament for the great riding of Renfrewv—Nipis-
sing—Pembroke has been meeting students from my riding when

S0.31

they come for a tour of these Parliament buildings. | had that
honour today with a group of students from St. James school of
Eganville. They are seated in the gallery watching today's
proceedings.

It isimperative that young people such as Shawn Lavigueur see
how their Canadian government works and learn more about the
Canadian parliamentary system. It is incumbent upon us as mem-
bers of this House to help these young men and women understand
that our system is one of the best in the entire world. The future of
our country will rest on their shoulders.

| want to thank the teachers responsible for arranging these field
trips and giving these students a firsthand look at our Parliament.
They represent our future. We must not fail them.

* Kk %

THE SENATE

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, we now
have everybody criticizing Andy Thompson, even Senator Ron
Ghitter.

Canadians can be relieved that even Senator Ron Ghitter thinks
that Andy Thompson's attendance record is unacceptable.

A note to any senators watching, they may not remember
Senator Ghitter, since he comes to work only about half the time.

Thisweek Mr. Ghitter cranked up the handle on hislazy boy to a
semi-reclined position and was outraged at absentee Andy.

A note to any citizens watching, this half-time senator cost them
$150,000 last year. That is a pretty expensive lazy boy.

® (1110)

Now that Senator Ghitter is paying attention | will extend an
invitation to him to get up out of his easy chair, step down from his
Senate seat and stand for election.

NATIONAL UNITY

Mrs. Brenda Chamberlain (Guelph—Wellington, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the president of France recently stated that France is one
country indivisible, made up of regions and provinces each differ-
ent from the other.

Why are the premier of Quebec and the Bloc Quebecois not
quoting him asthey have before? It must be because it does not suit
their needs.

The Bloc will not speak about what it is to be aproud Canadian.

Isit not important to talk about the many fellow Canadiansin the
Canadian military who have helped the province of Quebec in
times of trouble?
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When the Saguenay flood occurred, who was there? Fellow
Canadians. When the ice storm hit, who was there to help? Fellow
Canadians.

Canadians have always loved and helped Quebec, a province of
Canada. Let usjoin together with all the provinces across this great
country and celebrate the pride of being Canadian.

HOUSING

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
recently in my riding of Vancouver East a Libera cabinet minister
came to undertake a public relations job to try to convince us, by
announcing an extension of the RRAP program, that the Liberal
government cares about housing in this country.

The announcement was a huge disappointment in the lowest
income community in Canada and in other urban and small
communities which are suffering desperately from the lack of
affordable safe housing.

The extension of the RRAP program does not make up for the
abandonment of the national housing program, our social housing
in Canada, by the Liberal government in 1993. In B.C. alone we
have lost 8,000 units since 1993 because of abandonment by the
Liberal government.

People in my riding of Vancouver East, in the downtown east
side and in other communities across Canada are demanding that
the federal government renew its commitment and provide finan-
cia responsibility to ensure there is a housing program in Canada.

[Translation]

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil—Soulanges, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, this morning we got some good news about research in the
Montreal region. The government of Canada announced its partici-
pation in $15 million worth of investments for research at McGill
University and the Université de Montréal.

The Montreal region is becoming increasingly known as an ideal
venue for research and development. Our government is pleased to
be associated with this reality, which will benefit not only the
Montreal region but al of Quebec, which is already expending
considerable efforts to attract investments in this sector of activity.

In our opinion, the image of our universities cannot help but be
enhanced by such encouragement, at atime when our young people
are increasingly choosing careers in this field of the future. Good
luck.

[English]

BRIDGEWATER

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 99th birthday of the town of Bridgewater,
Nova Scotia.

Bridgewater is a picturesgque town of 7,200 souls, located on the
bank of the Lehave River, 20 kilometres from the sea

Sinceitsearly history Bridgewater has been an enterprising town
with boat builders, tanners, coopers, millers and foundries.

For years Bridgewater was the centre of a brisk lumber industry
and the fertile land of the south shore of Nova Scotia still grows
some of the best timber in Nova Scotia

Mills such as Lohne's, Bowater and Turners continue to operate
in the area.

Mayor Ernie Bolivar, the Bridgewater town council, the local
chamber of commerce, businesses and merchants are the reason
that this town is the main street of the south shore.

Aswell, Bridgewater has attracted industry such as the Michelin
tire plant and centres like the new South Shore hospital.

Today, February 13, 1998, it is an honour to congratulate the
town of Bridgewater in the Parliament of Canada.

MULTILATERAL AGREEMENT ON INVESTMENT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
multilateral agreement on investment currently being negotiated
will protect Canadian jobs and investment in Canada and abroad.

In 1996 foreign investment in Canada grew to $180 hillion.
Canadian direct investment abroad stood at $170 billion, with an
estimated $30 billion in individual Canadian mutual funds invested
abroad.

e (1115)

As a trading country, Canada relies on these investments. Our
social programs and safety net depend on the success of our
economy.

The NDP says that the MAI will kill jobs, but it is wrong. For
every $1 billion in new foreign investment 45,000 jobs are created
in Canada. NDP members say the MAI threatens Canadian health
care, socia programs and cultural industries. They are wrong.
These items are not and will not be on the negotiating table. They
are opposed to the MAI. Those who are opposed to the MAI remind
me of someone who cannot go to bed at night because they are
worried someone else is still up having a good time.
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THE SENATE

Mr. Peter Goldring (Edmonton East, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
to express both concern and appreciation for the Senate. | have
witnessed the dedicated efforts of some of our honourable senators.
However, | am concerned that a representative of Canadians can be
so inaccessible to his constituents that he does not even have an
office, staff or a phone, that such a person living outside of Canada
returns but one day ayear to collect a$70,000 paycheque, that such
a person will receive a lifetime pension amounting to nearly
$50,000 per year, al paid by taxpayers.

Perhaps members of this House wonder how such a person could
remain in this place year after year. This is a safe riding and how
does one get the nomination? It is time for an elected Senate. No
riding should be that safe. Accountability is so very obviously
necessary.

The Deputy Speaker: Before we proceed with oral questions |
draw to the attention of hon. members the provisions of Standing
Order 18 which may be applicable to some statements. | urge
members to read Standing Order 18 before our next meeting.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[English]

TAXATION

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, if the
finance minister is ever going to realize his dream of becoming the
prime minister, he must make sure he is a household name. It is
happening but | am not sure if the accompanying fist waving and
arm waving is what he had in mind.

According to a StatsCan study, Canadians pay more in taxes than
they do for anything else, including food, shelter and clothing.
From 1992 to 1996 while the finance minister has been in charge of
the coffers, Canadians' tax load has grown at twice the rate of
inflation.

Is the finance minister finally going to listen to overtaxed
Canadians? Is he going to offer broad based tax relief in the
upcoming budget?

An hon. member: Keep your hands in your pockets.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is no money in my pockets. The statistics to which the hon.
member is referring obviously deal with the trend that began in the
middle 1980s and was exacerbated substantially in the recession of
1989 to 1992. | am quite confident that as we look ahead we will
see Canadians paying less in taxes. They will be paying more for

Oral Questions

things they choose for themselves. | am about to be cut off but |
would like to go on.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Fraser Valley.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | will try
to save him. If the finance minister is going to be the prime
minister, he has to be known as the greatest. He is the greatest tax
collector the country has ever seen. That goes without saying. His
favourite slogan is never have so many been taxed so heavily for so
long.

But yesterday the Alberta treasurer showed him that it could be
done. Alberta can look forward to a balanced budget, and the
lowest taxes in the country are going to become even lower while
retiring more of the provincia debt.

| ask the finance minister again if he will commit 100% of the
budget surplus to tax relief and debt retirement.

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
suggest to the hon. member that he might want to take alook at the
Alberta budget and what the Alberta government is doing. It is
putting more money into health care. It is putting more money into
education. It is putting more money into the priorities of Albertans.

It would appear that the whole country supports health care, the
whole country supports education, and the only Canadians who do
not are the members of the Reform Party.

Mr. Chuck Strahl (Fraser Valley, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, of course
it has to put more money into health care. He slashed a whole
bunch of the last budget out from under it.

Canadian taxpayers spent millions of dollars developing a
French version of a debt management software program for
African countries. This software program is designed to help
nations with huge debts become more responsible. It iskind of like
taxaholics anonymous for finance ministers.

I would like to ask my question to the minister responsible for
CIDA who developed this debt management software. Would she
lend a copy of this debt management software program to our
finance minister? He is $600 billion in debt and he needs al the
help he can get.

® (1120)

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
what | would really like to do isto give that software to the Reform
Party members who every January seem to engage in some kind of
a flip-flop on their basic policies.

Perhaps if the Reform Party had been able to engage in some
proper analysis since it came into this Parliament it might well
understand that what Canadians are looking for is a consistent and
well thought out plan, which is what we set out in 1994. It is
working and Canadians support it.
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JUSTICE

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, David Pryce,
specia assistant to the Minister of Industry, pled guilty on Febru-
ary 4 to charges of assault causing bodily harm. Can the minister
inform this House whether Mr. Pryce is still a member of his
personal staff advising him on confidential matters, despite the fact
that he has pled guilty to a very serious criminal offence?

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the matter has not been concluded before the courts.

The Deputy Speaker: | caution the hon. member for Crowfoot
that questions on this subject may therefore be out of order.

Mr. Jack Ramsay (Crowfoot, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, Mr. Pryce has
entered a plea of guilty to a charge of assault causing bodily harm.

My question to the minister is whether or not this person is still
employed as his personal assistant.

The Deputy Speaker: Given the answer the minister has given
to this question that the matter is still before the courts, | think the
member must accept that. Under the conventions of this Houseit is
not proper to ask questions on matters before the courts, particul ar-
ly ones involving criminal proceedings as aleged by the hon.
member.

[Translation]

REFERENCE TO SUPREME COURT

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

This morning, we learned that Quebeckers are massively op-
posed to the Supreme Court reference on Quebec's right to decide
its own future. Nine out of ten Quebeckers said that the democratic
will of the people should take precedence over a Supreme Court
decision.

Will the Deputy Prime Minister admit that this public rejection
signals the failure of Plan B and of the hard line approach backed
by the Prime Minister, the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs
and the entire government?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Premier of Quebec, Lucien Bouchard, insists that we comply
with the decisions of the Supreme Court on al sorts of issues, such
as the dispute between Quebec and Newfoundland concerning
hydroelectricity.

So why not agree with Mr. Bouchard's point of view on thisissue
of the rule of law involving the Supreme Court of Canada?

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the Deputy Prime Minister’'s answer gives the clear impression
that he is completely out of touch.

With each passing day, the government is becoming increasingly
isolated with respect to its Supreme Court reference. Yesterday, it
was the turn of the Association canadienne-frangaise de I’ Alberta,
which represents 60,000 Franco-Albertans, to ask the federa
government to abandon its reference to the Supreme Court.

With this popular rejection now spreading outside Quebec, will
the government agree that the only responsible, and courageous,
thing to do would be to withdraw its reference to the Supreme
Court before hearings begin?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
in amedia scrum on September 21, 1996, Lucien Bouchard said: ““I
am in favour of therule of law. The law must always be respected’.

That is precisely what we are doing in this case. It is why we
believe that asking the Supreme Court to decide the matter falls
squarely in line with Mr. Bouchard's thinking.

IRAQ

Mr. Benoit Sauvageau (Repentigny, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Deputy Prime Minister.

While the American position on Irag is being questioned by a
large part of the international community, and Russiais becoming
increasingly critical, the Canadian government is still talking about
diplomacy, but the reality isthat the troops are on their way to Irag.

Since Iraq has recently offered to open eight presidential sitesto
UN inspectors, can the Deputy Prime Minister tell us whether he
thinks that that constitutes a worthwhile basis for a diplomatic
solution to the conflict?

® (1125)

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the position of Canada and of other countriesis very clear. Saddam
Hussein must comply fully with al UN resolutions regarding the
inspection and destruction of biological products.

The hon. member’s question is an interesting one but, as things
now stand, we do not have the complete agreement of Saddam
Hussein with respect to this request. That is why we are continuing
our efforts to reach a diplomatic solution.

Mr. Benoit Sauvageau (Repentigny, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
troops are on their way. The government keeps telling us that their
involvement will be limited to logistical support.
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Will the Deputy Prime Minister at least guarantee the House
that they will never be involved in combat operations?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
if we are serious in our intention to seek a diplomatic solution, we
must also be seriousin speaking about what we will do in the event
of afailureto achieve such a solution. It istherefore not possible to
give the hon. member the answer he would like.

[English]

YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Deputy Prime Minister in the absence of the
Minister of Human Resources Development.

High student debt, a 16.5% unemployment rate and diminished
opportunity. Thisis the legacy for the young people in the gallery.
Liberal reforms to the El system now require young people and
students entering the labour force to obtain 910 hours of work to
qualify for employment insurance.

In light of the fact that the first contact with the workforce for so
many young people is part time or of short duration, how can the
minister justify this policy?

Mr. Robert D. Nault (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let me see if
I can make this very clear to the member opposite.

We have on a number of occasions already made it very clear
that we recognize that student debt is an issue. We recognize that
youth unemployment is an issue. This government has made
improvements for youth relating to jobs, education and their skills.
That isour first priority. We have also put anumber of initiativesin
place to deal with that.

If the member would like us to send a copy of all those—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Sydney—Victoria.

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
am glad attention was brought to the young people in the gallery.
They, like Canadians—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member knows that he is not
supposed to draw attention to persons in the gallery. | would ask
him to abide by the rules of the House in this regard.

Mr. Peter Mancini: Mr. Speaker, | stand corrected and |
apologize to the House.

Oral Questions

Canadian youth want opportunity, not amazing rhetoric. The
policy of this government makes it take Canadian youth 117%
more hours of work to qualify and collect employment insurance.

|'s the government prepared to stop discriminating against young
people?

Mr. Robert D. Nault (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it isjust the
opposite. | am quite surprised the NDP would be opposed to this
particular initiative in the new El reforms.

The objective of making the entrance requirement higher for
youth isto make sure they do not get caught in the trap of taking the
easy way out. For example in the summertime they get a construc-
tion job and thinking they are making big money they stay in that
field. They quit school because they can make some money in the
short term. Then they find out down the line when they get a bit
older that they do not have the education they need.

Theintent is to have young people go back to school. It isavery
important initiative. All members of the House should support that.

HEALTH

Hon. Jean J. Charest (Sherbrooke, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Health who will be meeting next
week with his counterparts to discuss the issue of people infected
with hepatitis C through tainted blood.

There seemsto be awill on the part of provincial governmentsto
deal with this, but there is also a concern that the federal govern-
ment will put forward some grandiose package and leave them
covering the real costs.

Will the Minister of Health commit today that he will put forth a
compensation package that is substantial enough to cover the
ongoing health costs provinces will incur in assisting these vic-
tims?

® (1130)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
since we received the Krever report last fall we have made it clear
that we are interested in finding some way forward to treat
humanely and fairly those who were the innocent victims of tragic
mistakes in the blood system. In that regard | think the interests of
victims are best served by levels of government working together.

In response to the question put by the hon. member, I commit
myself today to continue to work with my provincial counterparts.
| am meeting with them Monday and Tuesday of next week to try to
find a way in which we can al contribute to the appropriate
outcome in these tragic cases.
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[Translation]

Hon. Jean J. Charest (Sherbrooke, PC): Mr. Speaker, most
provincial governments have aready clearly indicated their desire
to help victims of hepatitis C.

| would like to know whether the federal government now in
office will take into account the health care costs to provincial
governments of ongoing assistance to these people. | would
specifically like to know whether the minister intends to include
victims who received blood before 1986 in the federal govern-
ment’'s compensation plan.

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
will have an opportunity to discuss this with my provincia
counterparts next week. We are examining the entire issue. We
intend to look closely at Judge Krever’'s recommendations, includ-
ing those concerning which victims should be compensated. | am
now working with my counterparts and their officials to find a
solution to this major and difficult problem.

[English]

CALGARY DECLARATION

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday when the B.C. unity panel released
its report, it showed that British Columbians are prepared to
support the Calgary declaration ““A Framework for Discussion”.
However this support is based on the entire declaration especially
the equality aspects.

While this government has strongly embraced the unique charac-
ter aspects of the Calgary declaration, it has virtually ignored the
equality provisions. | ask the Deputy Prime Minister, does this
government have any initiatives to promote the equality provisions
of the Calgary declaration?

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Parliamentary Secretary to President of
the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government has
always shown support for the provincia initiative undertaken in the
Calgary declaration. The government remains prepared to support
it.

The Calgary declaration isadeclaration of principles that may or
may not lead to constitutional action at a later time. At this point
the federa government is happy that the provinces have been
working onit. Most provinces are prepared to pass aresol ution. We
will be waiting to see the final result before taking action.

* * %

THE SENATE

Ms. Val Meredith (South Surrey—White Rock—L angley,
Ref.): Mr. Speaker, two weeks ago the Minister of Intergovern-

mental Affairs stated that Reform’s attempt to have an elected
Senate would result in gross under-representation of the west in
Parliament.

Since British Columbia is aready the most under-represented
province in both this House and the upper house, will the minister
assure British Columbians that this government will take steps to
remedy the inequities before the end of this Parliament?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the matter of reforming the Senate is not one for this government
alone. It is amatter for Parliament as a whole and the provinces as
part of an amendment to the Constitution.

| complete my answer by asking my hon. friend this. If and when
the day comes that we propose a change to the Constitution on the
Senate, will she undertake on behalf of members of her party that
they will not vote against it like they did the last time when the
Charlottetown declaration was before Canada?

[Translation]

DRUG LICENSING

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Health.

Several drugs used in the treatment of HIV and AIDS have been
available in the United States, Europe and South Americafor more
than a year already. But the Health Protection Branch has yet to
authorize the marketing of these new drugs, thereby penalizing
thousands of infected individuals.

Does the minister realize that, due to the particular inefficiency
of the drug licensing process in Canada, thousands of peopleliving
with HIV or AIDS are seeing their treatment threatened?

® (1135)

Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Department of Health has the responsibility to ensure that drugs are
safe before they are put on the market for use by those who are sick.
It is the responsibility of the Government of Canada and we intend
to fulfil this responsibility.

At the same time, we are aso fully aware of the fact that there
are urgent needs to be met. At Health Canada we have procedures
in place—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Hochelaga—Mai-
sonneuve.

Mr. Réa Ménard (Hochelaga—Maisonneuve, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, in September 1996, a parliamentary committee clearly
recommended that the minister radically reform the Canadian drug
licensing system, which is notoriously inefficient. Why has no
action been taken since?
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Hon. Allan Rock (Minister of Health, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
since the tabling of the report mentioned by the hon. member this
morning, we at the health department have made changes to the
system to give some people access to the drugs they need. We plan
to keep improving this system in the interest of the sick.

[English]

JUSTICE

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
it has happened again in my community of Abbotsford, British
Columbia

William Gibson Brown was sentenced to 11 years for a violent
rape. He got out of prison and then recently sexually assaulted
some of our children. He received a conditional sentence, no time
in jail on the condition he does not do it again. Yesterday he was
back in court again. What for? Molesting a five year old boy.

My question is for the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Justice. Why does the government refuse to prevent serious sex
offenders from receiving conditional sentences, no time in jail?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
obviously the hon. member describes a tragic case and no member
in this House is pleased when they see that happen in the courts.

Conditional sentencing as the minister has said is a new provi-
sion. The minister has stated that she and all her provincia
counterparts are monitoring closely what is happening in the lower
courts.

| refer the hon. member to the attorney general of Alberta who
has publicly discouraged the federal government from unilaterally
establishing further guidelines for this provision.

As the minister has said in the House, if she has to she will
amend the law.

Mr. Randy White (Langley—Abbotsford, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
we are sick and tired of this government monitoring these things.
Thisis alegal loophole and we are sick and tired of coming back
and forth in this House of Commons on this issue.

A five year old boy has been molested because a judge issued
this pervert a conditional sentence after he molested children and
raped a woman.

Does this government agree that a repeat rapist, a repeat child
molester, should do no time in jail? What about protecting our
women and children for a change?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
think the hon. member’s allegations to this part of the House are
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based on false presumptions. First of al, no member of this House
has ever said they are happy with some of the decisions that are
rendered.

| would like to repeat what the Minister of Justice has said in this
House. She has stressed this. If she has to, she will.

| will quote the attorney general of Alberta, from your province,
who said “I like the flexibility in conditional sentencing. As
opposed to having” —

An hon. member: He is from British Columbia.
Mr. Randy White: We are sick and tired of this. Wewant it now.

The Deputy Speaker: Order. The parliamentary secretary has
the floor. It is difficult for the Chair to hear her response. A
member has asked a question, perhaps members might listen to the
response.

The hon. Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice.

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos: Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member would
please listen, his leader’s provincia attorney general said “I like
the flexibility in conditional sentencing. As opposed to having the
federal government developing some very specific guidelines, we
have the courts reacting to the needs of their respective communi-
ties across the country”.

| repeat, if we have to we will.
* % *
[Translation]

FEDERAL PUBLIC SERVICE

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the President of the Treasury Board.

One of the requirements—and | say “‘requirements’ advised-
ly—for employment in the public service within the national
capital region is residence there, athough this contravenes the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

® (1140)

Can the President of the Treasury Board tell me which prevails
in his department: the Public Service of Canada Act or the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is absolutely no discussion on that point: the Treasury Board
must comply with all of Canada’s statutes, including the charter.
This is what it tries to do at al times.

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it would
appear that officials suggest to candidates that they change their
address in order to be dligible for certain positions outside their
region.
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Does the President of the Treasury Board support this policy
over changing the rules for access to the federal public service?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Treasury Board and
Minister responsible for Infrastructure, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
once again, the Treasury Board must clearly implement all laws
that apply to its operations.

In the matter at hand, if my hon. colleague believes an impropri-
ety has occurred, | would ask her to send me all the facts so | can
see whether the legislation needs to be tightened.

[English]

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the
Prime Minister had a choice. He had a choice between meeting
with Mr. Wei, the father of the democratic movement in China, or
to warmly welcome the oppressive communist vice-president of
Cuba, Carlos Lage. The prime minister chose to meet Castro’'s
henchman.

How could the government justify this choice by the Prime
Minister?

Mr. Ted McWhinney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Mr. Wei Jingsheng met
with two ministers of the present government and appeared as a
witness before the standing committee on foreign affairs.

The vice-president of Cuba came here to sign two treaties with
the Canadian government, one of them an anti-hijacking treaty and
the other, an air transport agreement.

We will continue our constructive engagement with Cuba. We do
not make invidious comparisons. Does the hon. member want usto
join Jesse Helms?

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the
Opposition met with Mr. Wel, the Nobel prize nominee. The
Minister of Foreign Affairs snuck Mr. Wei up the backstairs to his
MP office. He did not even give him the courtesy of an officia
meeting.

It is important that the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Foreign Affairs hear the other side of the human rights issue in
China. Why will the government not admit exactly what its choices
are?

Mr. Ted McWhinney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, there are no back doors to
the foreign ministry. The minister is up front in meeting people. |
say again the minister met with Wei Jingsheng—-

Mr. Bob Millss He met him in his MP office. The Prime
Minister was too busy.

Mr. Ted McWhinney: We will continue our policy of construc-
tive engagement with China. We are maintaining an administration
of justice program. We are training Chinese judges. We are training
Chinese police officials.

Let usfaceit. We do not make invidious comparisons. We apply
human rights to every government we deal with.

[Translation]

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION ACT

Mrs. Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral (Laval Centre, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration.

In response to the publication of the Trempe Report on January
6, the focus of which was an in-depth revision of the Citizenship
and Immigration Act, the minister decided to hastily throw togeth-
er eight days of consultationsin eight Canadian cities, refusing any
involvement by MPs.

What is the minister’s reply to the 30 or so bodies, headed by the
Canadian Council for Refugees, who are calling for her to extend
the consultations so that the process—

The Deputy Speaker: The Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration.

Hon. Lucienne Robillard (Minister of Citizenship and Im-
migration, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the new Bloc
Quebecois immigration critic, who has just replaced the hon.
member for Hochelaga—Maisonneuve in that position.

We have indeed just extended the duration of the consultations
on the immigration report | received. We have added one day in
Vancouver, one in Toronto and one in Montreal.

| am also pleased to announce to the House that one day will be
added in Ottawa and one in Edmonton.

® (1145)

CANADA SASBESTOSINDUSTRY

Mr. Mark Assad (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, last month the
parliamentary assembly of the Council of Europe recommended
that member states eliminate the use of asbestos products. That
recommendation is very likely to result in the devastation of the
asbestos industry in Canada.

Can the Minister of International Trade tell this House how the
Government of Canada intends to protect Canada’s asbestos indus-
try?
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[English]

Mr. Julian Reed (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for
International Trade, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister
intervened on anumber of occasions on behalf of theindustry at the
highest levels of government in both France and Britain. We
continue to believe that through continued diplomatic efforts the
safe use of asbestos can be promoted.

The minister believes that the playing of politics with thisissue
can cause enormous damage in achieving our common objective.
The best strategy, we believe, is to pursue a common front among
all stakeholders.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the snack
pack likesits bacon but when it comesto pork weraise our forksto
the Liberals.

Who isthe latest to leave the sty for the public trough? His name
is Stephen Gaon. He was theriding president for Ottawa South, the
home riding of the Minister of Industry. Mr. Gaon is now a
chairperson of the El board of referees.

My question is for the little minister who went to market. There
are millions of Canadians who need work. Do they need a Liberal
Party membership to qualify for the Liberals’ promise of jobs, jobs,
jobs?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we are talking about somebody who is giving up his time two or
three days a month to act in a temporary capacity, helping to deal
with appeals on employment insurance matters.

Surely the hon. member should praise that type of activity. The
person appointed is a person of competence. If the person had
Liberal credentials at one time that does not make him less
competent, any more than being a Reform person makes a person
competent.

Mr. Rob Anders (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
Liberal cabinet just keeps on dishing out pork patronage appoint-
ments and the little piglets keep on chowing down.

What a coincidence that in the city of Edmonton, a city of
800,000 people, one person qualifies to be on the National Parole
Board, Elizabeth McKall, the wife of the riding president in the
justice minister’'s riding. It is slim pickings for Liberal patronage
appointments in Alberta these days.

To the little minister who ran al the way home to appoint her
riding president’s wife to a patronage position, will the Liberals
job creation strategy ever include a Canadian who does not slurp at
the party trough?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
when we deal with appointments we are dealing with matters of
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merit. If my hon. friend does not accept that then heisinsulting his
own former colleague, Colonel Jack Fraser.

* k% %

MULTILATERAL AGREEMENT ON INVESTMENT

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it took
the Minister for International Trade less than 20 hours to do a
complete flip-flop on protecting culture. Yesterday he unequivocal-
ly stated to the House that he would walk away from the table
unless there was a complete carve-out for culture on the MAI.

This morning he contradicted his comments to the House by
stating that he would instead be fine with a country specific
reservation, which we all know means little or nothing.

Was the government being up front with Canadians yesterday, or
did the minister’s comments this morning show what is really in
store for Canadian culture?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
no deal has been signed. It is under negotiation. The basic point
about our position, which the minister stated more than oncein the
House of Commons, is that if it is not a good deal we will not be
signing it.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the U.S.
protects its shipbuilding workers and their families with the Jones
act while over 7,000 shipyard jobs have been lost in Canada
recently.

Will the government formally guarantee at the moment that the
MAI will not prevent Canada from developing a national ship-
building policy to put people in Nova Scotia and elsewhere back to
work?

® (1150)

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
there is a shipbuilding policy. It includes very generous write-offs
for depreciation. It includes a very high tariff structure and it
includes procurement preference for Canadian built ships.

Nothing in the proposed agreement would imperil any of those
measures.

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Mr. David Price (Compton—Stanstead, PC): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday in the House the Minister of National Defence said he
was sending the Toronto within missile range with the crew
partially immunized against anthrax.

It is not like 1991 when Canada played an important role. The
government has cut the military so much in the last four years that
now we are only there for moral support. We are sending one 30
year old helicopter so there is no rush.
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Will the minister assure Canadians that the Toronto will not
enter missile range until the vaccine has taken full 100% effect?

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Minister of
National Defence did say something. He said there was a series of
inoculations. Protection starts with the very first one and builds up
until there is very substantial protection.

Meanwhile when the last one has been given the antibiotics take
over and thereisfull protection for our soldiers, sailors and airmen.

However | would like to say this. What is the point here? Is the
opposition trying to score points for scaremongering? It knows that
what we have in place is a first class protection agency.

Mr. David Price (Compton—Stanstead, PC): Mr. Speaker, we
are not scaremongering. We are asking serious questions.

| have here the vaccine manufacturer’s instructions to the U.S.
forces. It states:

If a person has not previously been immunized against anthrax, injection of this
product following exposure—will not protect against infection.

Sending the Toronto within missile range istotally irresponsible,
especially when there is complete protection available. | beg the
minister to reconsider and hold Toronto until the vaccine takes full
100% effect.

Mr. John Richardson (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of National Defence, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we have recently placed
a doctor on board the Toronto. The practice of ongoing nuclear,
biological and chemical warfareis part of operation procedures for
all soldiersand sailors going overseas and afundamental part of the
training of all our people in the forces.

The protective clothing equipment given to our sailors, soldiers
and airmen isworld class equipment. It will give protection to both
hands and body. They are given instruction on how to decontami-
nate one another.

While the members of the Conservative Party are playing loose
politics—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Mount Royal.

JUSTICE

Hon. Sheila Finestone (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
some courts have now ruled the law on access to the counselling
records of sexua assault complainants unconstitutional while
others have rendered a different verdict. They have upheld that
legidation.

What will the Minister of Justice do to bring consistency so asto
protect the right to privacy for sexual assault complainants, privacy
which once lost cannot be regained?

Ms. Eleni Bakopanos (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Justiceand Attor ney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
thank the hon. member for her question.

We are very pleased that the Supreme Court of Canada has
decided to give leave to appeal to the Alberta Court of Queen's
Bench in the Mills case. This case concerns the constitutionality of
Bill C-46, a very important piece of legidation for victims of
sexual assault which the government introduced in the last parlia-
ment and for which certain lower court decisions have led to
uncertainty.

We would like to assure everyone that we will be supporting the
leave to appeal Bill C-46 in the supreme court. We will intervenein
order to uphold this very important piece of the legislation which
strikes the right balance between victims rights—

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member for Cypress Hills—
Grasslands.

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, Human Resources Development has appointed John
Murphy, a faceless, defeated Liberal backbench MP, to the Nation-
a Council of Welfare.

This individual lacks the aggressive smarts to follow other
defeated Liberal maritime MPs to the huge pork barrel, so he will
get a $250 a day consolation prize, which is not bad.

Is this part of the minister's Atlantic jobs strategy?
® (1155)

Mr. Robert D. Nault (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, et me make
it very clear to the hon. member that the member to whom he talked
that was in his place last term is also in his previous profession a
health practitioner and one who has a significant amount of
experience in this field.

For the member to besmirch this man’s reputation is uncalled
for, based not only on his education but his background in this
field.

[Translation]

AIRPORT SECURITY

Mr. Richard Marceau (Charlesbourg, BQ): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of Transport.
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There is a double standard in Canada. While the airports in
Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto and Ottawa are served by
the municipa police, in Quebec it is the RCMP.

Since renovations at the Dorval terminal are now complete,
when will the minister permit the ADM to put out tenders so
security will be provided by local police forces?

Hon. David M. Collenette (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we intend to keep the RCMP at the airports in Montreal.

[English]

REVENUE CANADA

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
would like to wake up the Minister of National Revenueif | can and
ask him a question.

Internal reports from his department say that about $2 hillion in
tax revenue will be lost in this fiscal year because of a shortage of
auditors, a problem that was pointed out by the auditor general just
recently. This money could be spent on health and education.

What action does the minister plan to collect this $2 hillion, or is
he just going to throw up his hands and say hey, what's $2 billion?

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of National Reve-
nue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize the good work our
auditors do in Revenue Canada. Last year we were able to bring in
$5.4 billion due to their good work.

We are continuing to hire new auditors. If the hon. member is
saying we should hire more, we will.

One of the reasons we are working on the agency is to give us
flexibility so that we can more quickly respond to our human
resources needs and quickly respond and hire more people when we
need them and not have to wait for long periods of time.

| very much support the hon. member. We are working to do that.

Mr. Mark Muise (West Nova, PC): Mr. Speaker, in mid-De-
cember 1997 Revenue Canada announced to many owners of
fishing vessels in West Nova that they were now responsible for
CPP contributions on behalf of their crew members, retroactive to
January 1, 1997. This sudden change in policy will have an
enormous financial impact on the industry. Layoffs have already
been announced.

Will the Minister of National Revenue re-examine this decision
and invite his officials to meet with the fishing industry to
negotiate a more equitable start-up date.

Oral Questions

Hon. Harbance Singh Dhaliwal (Minister of National Reve-
nue, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | will certainly take the representations of
the hon. member, look at the issue and get back to him.

We at Revenue Canada are very sensitive to the fishing industry
and want to ensure that we are fair in our assessment. We will work
toward ensuring that we comply fully and are sensitive to their
concerns.

ATOMIC ENERGY CONTROL BOARD

Mr. Lynn Myers (Waterloo—Wellington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my question is for the Minister of Natural Resources.

The Atomic Energy Control Board recently said that Ontario
Hydro's failure to show detailed plans on how it will improve
deteriorating nuclear safety is entirely unacceptable.

What exactly is the minister doing to ensure that the Atomic
Energy Control Board is doing everything in its power to restore
faith and confidence in Ontario Hydro?

Hon. Ralph E. Goodale (Minister of Natural Resources and
Minister responsiblefor the Canadian Wheat Board, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the control board is currently satisfied that Ontario
Hydro's nuclear facilities are being operated safely, but it has
called for significant improvements in management and operations
to ensure that the required margins of safety will not be compro-
mised in future.

At the request of the AECB, the chairman of Ontario Hydro will
attend the next control board meeting, which is scheduled for
February 19 in Ottawa. The public may be assured that the AECB
will monitor the situation very closely. If there is any evidence to
cause any source of concern, the control board will not hesitate to
impose restrictions.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Mike Scott (Skeena, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, my question is for
the Deputy Prime Minister.

Bruce Starlight wrote to the minister of Indian affairs last year,
only to be betrayed and have his letter leaked. The minister is now
investigating herself.

® (1200)

Yesterday we asked if the report of this investigation would be
tabled. The government said it was concerned that this would be
subject to the privacy act and may violate the privacy act.

Why is the government attempting to hide behind the privacy act
to protect itself when it obviously had no concern for Bruce
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Starlight’s privacy? Will the Deputy Prime Minister commit here
and now in this House to table this investigative report when it is
finalized?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
my hon. friend is quite wrong. The minister is not investigating
herself. She has called in an outside investigator because she is
concerned as are al members of this House about this totally
unauthorized leak of this letter.

We have also said that once the investigation is completeit is our
intention to make the report public to the extent that we are entitled
to do so under the Access to Information Act and Privacy Act. We
are bound by the rule of law. | do not know why the Reform Party,
who keeps calling for respect for the rule of law, wants it to be
ignored in this serious matter.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

WAYS AND MEANS

NOTICE OF MOTION

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 83(1), | have the honour to table a
notice of ways and means motion to amend the Excise Tax Act,
along with explanatory notes.

| ask that you designate an order of the day for consideration of
the motion.

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), | have the honour to table, in
both official languages, the government’s response to eight peti-
tions.

[English]
COMMITTEESOF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, |
have the honour to present the 22nd report of the Standing
Committee on Procedure and House Affairs regarding amendments
to the Standing Orders in accordance with its mandate under
Standing Order 108(3)(a)(iii).

Mr. Speaker, as you know, joint committees are established from
time to time. Because each of the chambers hasits own procedural
rules, problems have developed in the past. The proposals that the
committee is presenting to the House today will in our view help
solve problems that may arise.

* Kk %

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-319, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to education).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will make education a right for
every child until they turn 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-320, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to literacy).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will amend the Canadian Bill of
Rights to ensure that youth and children have a right to literacy.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % *
® (1205)

IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. Janko Peri¢ (Cambridge, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-321, an act to amend the Immigration Act
(improvement of enforcement in the case of those who commit
offences).

He said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise today to introduce my
private member's bill known as the immigration enforcement
improvement act, which died on the Order Paper when the 35th
Parliament was dissolved.

| first introduced this bill following the 1994 Toronto murders of
Georgina Leimonis and police constable Todd Baylis. The bill died
on the Order Paper and | am asking for unanimous consent to send
this bill back to the Standing Committee on Citizenship and
Immigration.

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member will have to wait to
make his request until after the bill is introduced.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

The Deputy Speaker: The hon. member has requested the
unanimous consent of the House that the bill be now read a second
time and referred to a committee. |s there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. No.
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INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-322, an act to amend the Income Tax Act (donors
to food banks).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will make the donation of
non-perishable goods to food banks tax deductible.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-323, an act to amend the Income Tax Act (tax
credit for mental or physical impairment).

Hesaid: Mr. Speaker, this bill will make atax credit available to
people who take care of those with mental or physical impairment.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

NATIONAL LITERACY STANDARDSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-324, an act to establish national literacy standards
across Canada.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure we have a national
literacy standard across Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

EDUCATION STANDARDSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-325, an act to establish national standards across
Canada for education provided by the provinces.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure we have a national
education standard across the provinces in Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CANADIANBILL OF RIGHTS

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-326, an act to amend the Canadian Bill of Rights
(right to housing).

Routine Proceedings

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that every Canadian
has a right to housing.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% %

BANK ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-327, an act to amend the Bank Act (definition of
“infant’").

® (1210)

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that the Bank Act is
consistent with Canada’'s commitment to the United Nations in
1989 concerning the definition of a child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

BILLSOF EXCHANGE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-328, an act to amend the Bills of Exchange Act
(definitions of “infant’” and “minor’’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will change the definition of a
child to anyone under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA BUSINESS CORPORATIONSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-329, an act to amend the Canada Business
Corporations Act (definitions of “infant’” and “‘minor’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will change the definition of a
child to anyone under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-330, an act to amend the Divorce Act (definition
of “child").

He said: Mr. Speaker, this will change the definition of a child
from someone under the age of 16 to someonewho is under the age
of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
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CANADA PENSIONPLAN

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-331, an act to amend the Canada Pension Plan
(definition of ““child’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill is similar to the bill that was
introduced just a minute ago.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA HEALTH ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-332, an act to amend the Canada Health Act
(definition of ““child’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill also will ensure that a child is
anyone who is under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA SHIPPING ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-333, an act to amend the Canada Shipping Act
(definitions of “child” and “‘infant’”).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that this Canadian
legidation is consistent with the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA STUDENT LOANSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-334, an act to amend the Canada Student Loans
Act (definition of *“full age”).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that the definition of
full age as stated in this legidation is the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATIONSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-335, an act to amend the Canada Cooperative
Associations Act (definition of “infant’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of this hill, the word infant
would mean anybody under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADA-UNITEDKINGDOM CIVIL AND
COMMERCIAL JUDGMENTSCONVENTION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-336, an act to amend the Canada-United Kingdom
Civil and Commercial Judgments Convention Act (definition of
“infant” in matters originating in Canada).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will remove the contradiction
between these different legisations so they will be consistent with
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % *
® (1215)

CORRECTIONSAND CONDITIONAL RELEASE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-337, an act to amend the Corrections and Condi-
tional Release Act (definition of ““child’) .

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that the interpretation
of the term child means anyone under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

EXCISE TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-338, an act to amend the Excise Tax Act (defini-
tion of “adult’).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will change the term adult in this
legislation to mean anyone who is over the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

EXCISE TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-339, an act to amend the Excise Tax Act (defini-
tion of “child”).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will ensure that this legislation is
consistent with the UN convention on the rights of the child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
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DIVORCEACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-340, an act to amend the Divorce Act (right of
spouses parents to access to or custody of child).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this is something like the fifth attempt in
this Parliament to change Canadian laws, in particular the Divorce
Act, to ensure that grandparents have the right to find out about the
well-being of their grandchild.

| would like to mention articles V, XVI and XIX of the
convention on the rights of the child which was adopted by the
United Nations in 1989 and accepted in Canada in 1991. The
articles state specifically that the child is entitled to have access to
his or her extended family, which includes grandparents. Presently
in Canada our laws do not permit grandparents to have access.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CANADA TRANSPORTATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-341, an act to amend the Canada Transportation
Act (definition of “‘adult™).

He said: Mr. Speaker, thisbill will ensure that anybody under the
age of 18 is defined as a child.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

CRIMINAL CODE

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-342, an act to amend the Criminal Code (defini-
tion of “child”).

He said: Mr. Speaker, this bill will also ensure that the UN
convention on the rights of the child is respected and the definition
of a child will be changed to anyone who is under the age of 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Island, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, it is a rare
occasion that | stand to defend the right of NDP members, but this
is their supply day. | wonder whether we could have unanimous
consent that al these bills be deemed introduced as if they would
have been read in the House and printed in the record.

The Deputy Speaker: That is an excellent suggestion.

Routine Proceedings

Doesthe House giveits consent that the remaining bills standing
in the name of the hon. member for Ottawa Centre be deemed to
have been given leave to be introduced, read for the first time,
ordered to be printed and ordered for second reading at the next
sitting of the House?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

* Kk %

FEDERAL-PROVINCIALFISCAL ARRANGEMENTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-343, an act to amend the Federal-Provincial Fiscal
Arrangements Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIANCHILD RIGHTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-344, an act entitled the Canadian child rights act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

CANADIAN FORCES SUPERANNUATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-345, an act to amend the Canadian Forces
Superannuation Act, the Carriage by Air Act, the Cree-Naskapi (of
Quebec) Act, the Criminal Code, the Pension Act and the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police Superannuation Act.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

TERRITORIAL LANDSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-346, an act to amend the Territorial Lands Act
(definition of ““adult’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

INTERPRETATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-347, an act to amend the Interpretation Act
(definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
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EXTRADITIONACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-348, an act to amend the Extradition Act (defini-
tion of “child”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES COMPENSATION ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-349, an act to amend the Government Employees
Compensation Act (definition of “infant’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

HAZARDOUSPRODUCTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-350, an act to amend the Hazardous Products Act
(definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

INDIAN ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-351, an act to amend the Indian Act (definition of
“infant child).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-352, an act to amend the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Act (definition of ““child’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

INSURANCE COMPANIESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-353, an act to amend the Insurance Companies Act
(definition of “infant’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

LAND TITLESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-354, an act to amend the Land Titles Act (age of
majority and definition of “infant’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

PENSION FUND SOCIETIESACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-355, an act to amend the Pension Fund Societies
Act (definition of “minor child”).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

PRIVACY ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-356, an act to amend the Privacy Act (definition of
“minor’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

WAGESLIABILITY ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-357, an act to amend the Wages Liability Act
(definition of “adult’).

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* Kk %

MARKHAM RESOLUTION

Ms. Elinor Caplan (Thornhill, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would
request the unanimous consent of the House to table a resolution
from the town of Markham which | referred to in my statement
earlier today and | ask that it be distributed to al members.

® (1220)

The Deputy Speaker: Does the hon. member have the unani-
mous consent of the House to table the document she referred to
during her statement under Standing Order 31?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

* Kk %

PETITIONS
PAY EQUITY

Ms. Bev Degjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
present a petition from residents of New Brunswick. “We the
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undersigned residents of Canada draw the attention of the House to
the following: that the Canadian Human Rights Act includes
provisions to end pay discrimination against women by making
equal pay for work of equa value the law".

The Deputy Speaker: | hesitate to interrupt the hon. member.
The rules provide that she may give a brief summary of the
petition, but she is not to read the petition and | would urge her to
comply with the rules in that regard.

Ms. Bev Degarlais: Mr. Speaker, a Canadian human rights
commission tribunal has ruled that the results of the study are
reliable and that petitioners call on Parliament to put an end to this
pay discrimination by implementing the results of the joint study
through negotiations with the Public Service Alliance of Canada
and the union representing those workers.

NUCLEARWEAPONS

Mr. Darrel Stinson (Okanagan—Shuswap, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | wish to table a petition from 27 people in my riding of
Okanagan—Shuswap. These people point out that the best way to
deal with nuclear weapons is to do away with them entirely.

Therefore they ask Parliament to support an immediate start of
an international convention which will create a binding timetable
for the abolition of al nuclear weapons.

[Translation]

QUESTIONSON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Peter Adams (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
Question No. 18 will be answered today.

[Text]

Question No. 18—Mr. Garry Breitkreuz:

How much has the government spent implementing all the provisions passed in
Bill C-68, an act respecting firearms and other weapons, which received royal assent
(Chapter No. 53) on November 8, 1995; and (a) provide an accounting of how this
money has been spent; (b) provide information on how many federal employees are
working on the implementation of this statute and what part of it they are working
on; and (c) provide a revised estimate of the total cost and number of federal
employees needed to implement the provisions of this statute in each province and
territory?

Hon. Anne McLdlan (Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada, Lib.): The Firearms Act received royal assent
December 5, 1995. To date, the government has expended $34.3
million on the implementation of thislegislation. Monies expended
to date have been utilized for the design and development of the
new Canadian firearms registration system, CFRS, for the devel op-
ment of communications vehicles to make the requirements of the
new legislation understood by firearms owners and for associated

Supply

program administration and liaison costs with federal-provincial-
territorial partners.

At the present time, 53 federal Department of Justice employees
are working on the implementation of this statute at the Canadian
firearms centre, CFC. The overall salary cost to date for 1997-98 is
$1.9 million.

No federal employeeswould beinvolved in the administration of
the Firearms Act within the provinces and territories under normal
circumstances. However, in view of the position taken by the
governments of Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and the North-
west Territories, we are developing plans with the RCMP for the
provision of administrative services within those jurisdictions.
These plans are not yet complete and, accordingly, the specific
resources required to perform the required work and costs related
thereto are not known at this time.

[Translation]

Mr. Peter Adams: Mr. Speaker, | would ask that the remaining
questions be alowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

SUPPLY
ALLOTTED DAY—CANADIAN ECONOMY

The House resumed consideration of the motion.

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to participate in this debate on the poverty issue, which is
brought into focus by the motion put forward by the New Demo-
cratic Party, especialy since this year isthe 50th anniversary of the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights. This declaration sets out
the basic social and economic rights that should be guaranteed to
ensure that the most basic needs of every human being are met.

Must | remind the federal government that, under the agreements
signed in Copenhagen in 1995, it is required to find concrete ways
in which to improve the living conditions of the poorest of the poor
in Canada. We must recognize that, as noble as the words may be,
reality is distressing and this government is more concerned with
its visibility than with the need to put up a rea fight against
poverty.

To better understand this reality, let me briefly describe the
situation with respect to poverty and then outline government
actions that make the situation worse. The Bloc Quebecois has
suggestions to make and | will suggest a few solutions.
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It will become obvious, in comparing the actions taken by this
government and the solutions put forward by the Bloc Quebecois,
that two diametrically opposed visions are taking shape in Canada
regarding the distribution of wealth. Two different readings which
clearly illustrate that there is one country but two peoples, as well
as the necessity for Quebec to attain sovereignty.

In my riding of Québec, poverty has a face and a name. It isa
reaity we face every day. In some districts, the unemployment
level exceeds 15%.

Ontop of this high unemployment rate, thereisan increasein the
number of welfare recipients. This sad reality impacts on our
socio-community organizations and our soup kitchens, whose
mission it is to aleviate poverty, but who have great difficulty
keeping abreast of the demand.

The first victims of this tragedy are children, young people and
women. We must not forget the too many families living below the
poverty line, either. Need | remind you that 20% of the population
of Canada lives below the poverty line.

® (1225)

It is al very well to support *‘zero tolerance” of poverty, but
what strikes me as essential are the concrete actions that must be
taken to improve the situation of the most disadvantaged.

When we speak of concrete actions, we mean such things as
remedying the inequality of taxation practices, not taxing low wage
earners to death and encouraging job creation. Canada's track
record as far as poverty is concerned is not as great as this
government would have us believe. Canada ranks 2nd out of 14
industrialized countries where poverty is concerned. Canada has
the lowest basic child allowance.

The problem is equally dramatic where young people are
concerned. Of the 400,000 Quebeckers without jobs in 1995, 35%
wereyoung people between the ages of 15 and 29. And for all kinds
of family, the 25 and under category is far and away the poorest.

| would like to remind the House what the present government
has done to put its fiscal house in order. In their single-minded
battle to bring down the deficit, the Liberals have turned ablind eye
to poverty since they took officein 1993. | would even go so far as
to say that the measures they have introduced have played a large
role in widening the gap between the rich and the poor.

In order to put their fiscal house in order, here is what the
Liberals have done. First, they have cut provincial transfer pay-
ments in such key areas as health, education and income security.
During its two terms in office, the Liberal government has cut
socia transfers by $42 billion. Cuts to transfer payments to the

provinces represent 54% of al cuts by the present government
between 1994 and 1998. And although the government forecast
spending cuts of 19%, actual cuts were only 9%.

In addition, they savagely attacked the unemployed. Over the
last year, the Liberal government has recovered $1.5 billion on the
backs of the unemployed by tightening the El rules.

They raised taxes and increased tax revenue by refusing to index
tax tables, GST credits, and the child tax benefit. Measures such as
these saved this government $2 hillion.

That is what the Liberal government has done. Briefly, its
savings come from $46 billion in cuts on the backs of the most
disadvantaged members of society. That is how they have reduced
their deficit. Bluntly put, they have reduced their deficit on the
backs of the provinces, the unemployed and the poor, not to
mention the middle class, which is steadily losing ground.

The Bloc Quebecois has some suggestions. As the Liberal
government gets ready to bring down the budget, the Bloc Quebe-
cois is proposing a number of measures that would protect the
public from new rounds of slashed socia programs, improve the
situation of the most disadvantaged and ensure a better distribution
of resources.

We are therefore calling on the government to avoid the tempta-
tion to do something visible at all costs by instituting new social
measures that would duplicate and overlap what is already being
done provincialy and that would ultimately penalize those whose
need is greatest.

We are asking the government to give the provinces tax points as
reimbursement for the amounts kept back during the Liberal’s first
term from the health, education and social welfare transfers. The
provinces are in a better position than the federal government to
provide sustainable and reasonable solutions to people’s problems.

We are asking the government to change the employment
insurance plan. The Bloc wants the employment insurance fund to
be kept separate from the government consolidated fund. It also
wants half of the annual surplusin the account to be used to reduce
contributions and the other to go to improving the current system
and supporting the efforts of small and medium size business to
preserve and create jobs.

We can never say it enough. The unemployment insurance fund
must be returned to workers and not used to reduce the deficit.

We are asking the government to make targeted income tax
reductions. Tax tables, GST credits and child tax credits must be
re-indexed to inflation.
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We must remember that, because the credit is not indexed,
50,000 children are no longer entitled to the maximum benefit each
year and its value has decreased for those families continuing to
receive it.

What is more, 840,000 low income families have begun to pay
tax because tax levels and persona exemptions are not indexed.

The Bloc Quebecois supports the New Democratic Party’s
motion, but it reminds members of this House that Quebec will
have a tax policy that will enable it to really fight poverty, once it
has the tools. The day may not be so far off.

[English]

Mr. Roy Bailey (Souris—M oose Mountain, Ref.): Mr. Speak-
er, | have listened to the debate which was introduced by the hon.
member for Qu’' Appelle. We have heard from all parties in this
House at the present time.

Before they go on with further talk, we should look at what
measures have been taken by placesin Canada, in the United States
and around the world to deal with this particular problem. In North
America we will find that the people who have the lowest
unemployment and the people who are giving and entertaining the
most employment are governments that have taken alook at their
tax structure. They have the best employment.

| want to refer the member for Qu’ Appelle to my province of
Saskatchewan—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): With respect, ques-
tions and comments should be directed to the hon. member for
Quebec.

Mr. Roy Bailey: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, they look alike. We
have a government that has sold many of its crown corporations. It
has lowered the taxes to multinational corporations. It has lowered
the taxes in potash. It has lowered the taxes in oil and thus
Saskatchewan is amost parallel to Alberta in having the highest
employment. This comes by governments lowering taxes, thus
feeding the industry and thus creating jobs. You do not create jobs
by continuing high taxation. That isthe point we have to get across.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Before the hon. mem-
ber for Quebec responds | remind members to address each other
through the Chair.

[Translation]

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon: Mr. Speaker, you are going to
confuse him. He cannot look at two people at the same time.

| fully agree that the taxation system must be reviewed, but there
must also be a sensitivity toward the working poor, those whose
earnings keep them below the poverty level. What the Bloc

Supply

Quebecoisis calling for isareview of the taxation system. We are,
therefore, most anxiousto see the Minister of Finance bring down
his budget, so that we can implement real solutionsto the problems
people are facing, the least advantaged of our society in particular.

Job creation is the real solution to poverty, full time and well
paying work. We know, for instance, that earning the minimum
wage will not get aperson above the poverty line. That iswhere the
problem lies. Often people do have jobs, but these do not pay
enough to provide them with a certain quality of life. The Liberal
government should review its taxation system, not overtax low
wage earners, and tie its taxation system to the cost of living.

[English]

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | appreciated the hon. member for
Quebec’'s comments. She talked about many things.

| want to remind the member and members of this House that
when it was time to get our house in order, when it was time to
make sure we could get the deficit down to zero, and hopefully we
will see that soon, measures were taken. For example, we
introduced a new tax treatment of child support.

® (1235)
An hon. member: Thirty-eight tax raises.

Mr. Walt Lastewka: | did not interrupt you when you were
speaking.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Quebec.

[Translation]

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon: Mr. Speaker, since it has been in
power, the Liberal Party has done nothing but add to the poverty in
Canada, and the figures prove it.

When we refer to band-aid solutions, we are thinking for
example of the Liberals' promise of $1.7 billion for children. The
Liberals have got off to a slow start on this. They tell us that, this
spring, they are going to put $850 million in, but there is already a
deficit because there was a promise of $250 million relating to the
child tax credit.

This is far lower than the amount required; at this time, the
amount they would need to invest in the child tax credit is $1.2
billion.

[English]

Mr. Bill Matthews (Burin—St. George's, PC): Mr. Speaker, it
isapleasure to rise today to speak to the motion put forward by the
member for Qu'Appelle which states:

That this House condemns the government for promoting an economy where a gap
between the superrich and ordinary Canadian familiesiswidening, risking the future of
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our youth, and strongly urges the government to introduce in the coming budget
measures ensuring every Canadian an opportunity to share in a new prosperity.

Of course thetiming of the resolution isvery good whenin afew
days, February 24, the Minister of Finance will table the first
budget in nearly 25 years, 16 of which the Liberal Party held
power, in which the country’s debt will not increase. That isavery
compelling statement, that the Liberals have been in power 16
years of the last 25.

The Progressive Conservative Party is urging this government to
take immediate action to address a number of social and economic
factors now facing Canadians. We are asking the government to
reverse the pattern of governing by reactionary measures, crisis
management and economic tinkering that has become the norm for
this government.

It has been said before but | think it is worth repeating that
Liberal governments do not plan to fail, they just fal to plan.

Thisyear’s budget will be another example of what hasbecomea
Liberal tradition, no doubt. They will promise the voters the world
and then not too long after we will see flip-flop after flip-flop after
the positive media coverage has ended.

Examples of Liberal flip-flops include scrapping the GST. Now
the Liberals claim that tax. The Prime Minister now claims the
GST was his tax and is histax. They flip-flopped on renegotiating
theNAFTA treaty. They are now so keen on NAFTA that they want
to expand and increase trade throughout the world. Of coursewe all
remember the flip-flop of scrapping the Pearson airport redevel op-
ment project. Most recently, Canadians have been reminded about
the flip-flop the Prime Minister has done on writing a cheque for
zero helicopters.

We all remember the Prime Minister saying how hewasgoing to
write zero to helicopters, zero helicopters. We know now the hill
for Canadians. We know now how big the cheque Canadians must
write is for zero helicopters.

Meanwhile Canadians have the highest persona income taxes
among the G-7 nations. Canadians have actually become poorer
while the Liberals have been in office. Disposable income among
Canadians has decline by 1.3% since 1993 when this Liberal
government came to power.

By the way, | have ancther interesting statistic. The average
American is now 25% richer than the average Canadian. The
average American manufacturing worker is paid $1 more than his
or her Canadian counterpart. These are interesting facts and these
things have taken place since 1993.

The Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance are preparing to
announce the details of the new millennium scholarship fund next
Tuesday afternoon, | am told. We are going to get details from the

Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance next Tuesday afternoon
on the new millennium scholarship fund. Of course the government
is hoping that this program will initiate the formation of the Prime
Minister's legacy as the education Prime Minister.

® (1240)

In redlity it is another Liberal gimmick. They have inadequately
addressed a major social and economic issue but have given the
appearance that action has been taken. They will not address the
real issue here.

The expected $3 billion scholarship fund represents just a small
portion of what the Liberal government has cut from the cash
portion of CHST payments to the provinces. The Liberals have cut
$17.3 billion from the cash portion of the CHST over the past five
years. Now they are going to invest $3 billion back into the system
for a scholarship fund and they expect Canadians to congratulate
them. | am one who will not be congratulating the government on
its reinvestment. | am sure the people of Newfoundland and
Labrador will not be congratulating it either. They have watched
the Minister of Finance cut our cash portion of the CHST from
$419 million in 1993 down to $275 million in 1998.

The students in Newfoundland and Labrador have felt these cuts
aswell. A recent study by the maritime provinces higher education
commission found the effects of the cuts to be devastating on
Atlantic students. In 1993 there were eight students in the Atlantic
region with a student debtload of $30,000. Today, thanks to the
Liberal cutbackswhich have forced universitiesto raisetuition fees
and driven education costs higher, there are 904 students with a
debtload greater than $30,000. This administration should be proud
of that, especially the Prime Minister and the Minister of Finance.
What a statistic of failure.

The millennium scholarship fund as currently proposed will not
solve the structural problem of student debt levels that are too high.
It will do nothing for students already in the Canada student |oans
system who are carrying huge debtloads. So let us hope the
Minister of Finance has some options and answers in his budget
that will come down on the 24th.

We should forget about making the millennium scholarship
wholly contingent on marks and performance. Eligibility for part of
the scholarship should be based on financial need. No one can
argue that excellence is great but with the debt situation facing
Canadian students today, access is better.

Canada continues to have a youth unemployment rate of 15.9%.
The Liberal policy to maintain high payroll taxes and high income
taxes runs counter to the most basic of free market logic. By
reducing El premiums to offset the CPP tax hike and lowering
income taxes, this government could spur job creation. Our party
has called on the government to increase the basic income tax
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credit from $6,459 to $10,000 a year. This would allow lower
income families to have more disposable income which they could
spend as they saw fit.

If the Minister of Finance is so worried about poor children and
poor families he need look no further than his own tax system for
the answer. As the gentleman behind me said, if you tax people
less, they won't be so poor. That is something this Minister of
Finance, this Prime Minister and this Libera government have
somehow forgotten.

To further strengthen the economic situation of Canadians, the
Liberal government should re-evauate its plan to overhaul the
seniors benefit program, an issue that will soon be a very hot topic
throughout this country. The Liberals' current proposal is to
abolish old age security, the pension income tax credit, the age
credit and the guaranteed income supplement and replace them all
with the new seniors benefit.

This benefit will have a 20% clawback on incomes above
$26,000. When combined with the existing marginal tax rates, this
will result in a marginal tax rate of between 60% and 70% for
middle income seniors. This will destroy any incentive to save for
retirement and seriously discourage seniors from working even
part time after retirement.

® (1245)

A senior remaining in the labour force past 65 years of age could
be working for as little as 30 cents on the dollar. That is what the
new seniors benefit will do.

Very few seniors have any knowledge of these changes and what
impact they will have. Before long it will become perfectly clear
what the impact will be. | expect there will be tremendous pressure
on the government to shelve the new seniors benefit package.

The major initiatives we have talked about, tax relief, protection
of seniors benefits and student debt relief, will certainly foster
economic growth and give the economic tools to al Canadians to
prosper in the 21st century.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McCleland): If a number of mem-
bers wish to ask questions and comments, | ask them to stand so
that the Chair will have some idea of the number of members who
want to rise on questions and comments.

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
commend the member from Newfoundland on his very progressive
speech. | want to ask him a question about tax reform and trying to
decrease the inequalities.

Back in October the revenue critic for the Reform Party said in
the House that he thought millionaires were overtaxed, specifically
that Conrad Black was overtaxed.

Supply

Does he agree with his cousins in the Reform Party that
millionaires are overtaxed, that Conrad Black pays too much in
taxes? Does he agree with his cousins in the Reform Party that they
are overtaxed?

Mr. Bill Matthews: Mr. Speaker, | thank the hon. member for
Qu'Appelle for his question but | have to correct him.

| am not that familiar with millionaires and the amount of tax
they pay. | must correct him on referring to members to my
immediate left as cousins. | assure him that | cannot speak for all
the Conservative caucus but | can certainly speak for one. They are
not cousins of mine.

| do not believe millionaires are too heavily taxed. If there is
anyone who can afford to pay more taxes it is millionaires. As |
said, coming from the province | come from and particularly
representing the riding of Burin—St. George's, which is devastated
right now because of the downturn and collapse of our ground
fishery, | do not have that worry about the taxes the millionaires of
Burin—St. George's have to pay.

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | listened very carefully to the
member opposite in the Conservative Party speak earlier. | under-
stand the Mulroney years is something they want to put behind
them.

| want to relate my questions directly to two points. Does the
member opposite agree or disagree that when his party was in
office it raised unemployment four times and that since this
government has been in office it has been reduced three times?

In addition, if | remember correctly, in the fall of 1993 the
member opposite's party was forecasting the deficit to be around
$30 million and it really camein at $42 million. Does he agree that
really happened and that over the four years we have been able to
take that deficit close to zero and hopefully soon to zero?

Mr. Bill Matthews. Mr. Speaker, let me just say to the hon.
member that the Mulroney government was not perfect. However, |
have to remind him that neither is the present Liberal government
close to perfect.

A Libera member reminded me the other day how bad the
Conservative government was. | said “Yes, in Canadians' wildest
dreams they probably did not think they would see a government
worse, but | am sorry to say they are seeing one right now sittingin
the Chamber”’.

As | said initidly in the first paragraph of my speech, for 25
years the Liberals have been in power for 16 of the 25. For the first
time the budget will not see an increase in the country’s debt.

| look the hon. member straight in the face and say to him that he
should say thank you for the Mulroney initiatives, the PC initia-
tives of GST and NAFTA. Without them this finance minister
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would not be bringing in the budget on February 24 that he will
bring in.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | am sure hon. mem-
bers would thank each other through the Chair.

® (1250)

[Translation]

Mr. Stéphan Tremblay (L ac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr. Speaker, |
have a few comments to make. It really makes me sad to see two
political parties blame each other, considering the current impact of
poverty. | feel alittle uncomfortable to have to address, herein this
House, an issue as serious as poverty.

We hear about the negative impact of the deficit and the debt. L et
me tell the House about the negative impact of poverty. We should
ask ourselves some tough questions, considering that one Canadian
child in five goes to school on an empty stomach. These children
cannot do well in school, because they are hungry, and yet thisin
one of the richest countriesin the world. There is adelayed impact,
since these young people are not able to go to school and get asolid
education. | wonder what kind of society we will have 20 years
from now.

My time is up, but | will get back to this issue.
[English]

Mr. Bill Matthews: Mr. Speaker, | have just a quick response
for the Bloc member. We are all very concerned about poverty. Itis
a big problem in the country, particularly for children from poor
families.

| have just one comment to make. If his party getsitsway, | do
not think it will do much to resolve the poverty situation. My
prediction isthat it will be much worsein his province than in other
areas of the country.

Mr. Peter Mancini (Sydney—Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, |
too commend the hon. member for Burin—St. George's on his
speech. | know he is not a cousin of the Reform Party. | come from
the island of Cape Breton and he comes from the island of
Newfoundland. | suppose we could refer to ourselves amost as
cousins. | should also indicate that | will be splitting my time with
the hon. member for Churchill.

| say to the last speaker that those of us on the east coast, in
Newfoundland, in Cape Breton, in New Brunswick and on Prince
Edward Island understand perhaps too clearly the growing dispari-
ties in the country. That is part of the reason we brought forward
the motion we have today. | am proud to speak to the motion on
behalf of my party.

The upcoming budget presents an opportunity for the govern-
ment to address the very real economic challenge of how to stop the

disparity, the growing inequality between the super rich whose
incomes have increased and other Canadians.

| am not only saying the poor, although we know the poorest of
the poor continue their declineinincome and in services. Today we
are seeing that even the middle classis shrinking. We are seeing the
middle class, young families and young single people working at
part time jobs and trying to make ends meet. We see young people
who are at apoint in their lives when they should be leaving home,
getting apartments and setting up their own independence, and they
cannot afford to do it. They are staying at home with their parents
who are seeing their own incomes shrink and their costs increase.

What is happening is clearly the rich is getting richer and the
vast majority of Canadiansis getting poorer. | am pleased to speak
to this motion which states:

That this House condemns the government for promoting an economy where the
gap between the super rich and ordinary Canadian families is widening, risking the
future of our youth, strongly urges the government to introduce in the coming
budget measures ensuring every Canadian an opportunity to share in a new
prosperity.

The premier of Nova Scotia who called an election yesterday
sometimes refers to members of our party as the doom and gloom
people in his election rhetoric. We are talking about the new
prosperity in the country.

We live in a prosperous country. We live in a country that is the
envy in many ways of theworld. That iswhy it is so inexcusable to
have this growing gap between the rich and the poor. If the country
were not aswealthy asit is, we could perhaps say our hands are tied
and there is not much we can do. However, we live in a country
with tremendous resources.

The Canada | grew up in was one that guaranteed quality
universal health care. It was one that guaranteed quality affordable
education to everyone. Had it not been for that, | am not sure many
of us could be in the House today. Many of us are the products of
those very good social programs.

® (1255)

It provided every citizen with an opportunity to earn a decent
living, which iswhat Canadianswant. Most Canadians are happy to
have a good job and a good paycheque. They are not seeking to be
millionaires. They are seeking to provide for their families, to be
able to send their children to university, and to ensure that what we
giveto the next generation is at least as good as what was given to
us.

My parents generation grew up in a country where they could
make a good and decent living. Each generation gave to the next
hope and prosperity. That prosperity and that hope are no longer
shared by all Canadians.

The hon. member for Qu’ Appelle mentioned some statistics. |
will briefly refer to them because they are compelling statistics in
this country of plenty. Today in Canada over half amillion children
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live in poverty. The number of food banks in Canada has tripled
and the proportion of the population relying on them has doubled.

| remember the first food bank in my community. It was a small
little church hall called Loaves & Fishes. It was supposed to be a
temporary measure to get us through a recession of a couple of
years. It began as churches were concerned about what they saw
then, the growing number of poor. They were ahead of their time.
The growing number of poor has increased to the point now where
in this country of plenty food banks are institutionalized.

The hon. member indicated that our caucus met with representa-
tives of the food banks. It is shocking to me that we now need a
national organization representing people who run food banks. Itis
reminiscent of the dirty thirties.

In Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, where | come from, unemploy-
ment continues to be double the national average. This widening
gap between the rich and the poor not only separates the popul ation
into classes. It is beginning to divide the country along regional
lines. | indicated that those of usin Newfoundland and the east do
not share in the prosperity of this new Canada which the govern-
ment proclaims. In my community that has meant a decrease in the
population of young people. In thelast five years over 2,700 young
people have left my community and will not come back.

What does that mean for the growing gap between the rich and
the poor? It means that we have an older population and we do not
have that youth and vitality creating new business, entering the
workforce, purchasing, and creating jobs. This is because of
policies of the government that encourage a migrant workforce.
Young people would hop the train in Cape Breton if we still had it,
but we do not any more. They rely on their thumb to get to
somewhere else in the country where they might get a minimum
wage job.

The Reform Party talks about Alberta and how it has done some
wonderful things following a policy of lower taxes and supporting
the very wealthy. Many of the young people who leave my island
end up in Calgary in aminimum wage job without abed to leep in,
if it were not for shelters, because they cannot afford the housing
costs.

There are answers. One of them would be to change the GST the
government adopted. The premier of Nova Scotia came to the
government in November, although he supported the GST when he
was on the Liberal benches. He asked the Minister of Finance to
take it off heating oil and electricity. He failed in his request. That
is one measure where we could have some progressive taxation
policies by the government.

In terms of education, the comments from the member for
Burin—St. George's echo the fact that more and more Atlantic
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Canadian students are simply not going to university. When the
government says that education is a great leveller it is not
happening for many students in the country.

For the young people of this nation, | ask for support of our
motion.

® (1300)

Ms. Bev Desjarlais (Churchill, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | risetoday
to speak in favour of our motion.

The cuts that helped balance the budget have been harmful to
Canadians and will have longstanding negative effects. We have
seen the deconstruction of much of our social system in the fight
against the deficit. Billions of dollars were withdrawn from the
social envelope before and after the introduction of the Canada
health and social transfer in 1995.

Equally serious was the loss of the Canada assistance plan. The
war on the deficit was won largely on the backs of social programs.
Asaresult, low and even middle income Canadians have borne the
brunt of continued cuts to federal transfers.

By offloading part of its responsibility for social expenditureson
to the provinces, for example, forcing unemployed Canadians to
turn to welfare, the government might have spent less but poverty
problems remain the same.

The government by its drastic cuts is ahead of schedule in its
quest to balance the budget. It has cut too deep, yet still not deep
enough for the Reform Party.

Reform has in its ongoing fanatical statements called New
Democrats communists because we believe that government
should reinvest in social programs, called New Democrats commu-
nists, why? Because we want a caring, just society.

| quote from the Saturday Sar: ‘““ Canadian church leaders have
launched a prebudget letter writing campaign to urge the finance
minister to live up to his word and make Canada a caring society.
The letters plead with the minister to use the expected tax dividend
from a budget surplus to combat poverty. The needy are now being
marginalized and even abandoned by callous provincial govern-
ments such as Ontario’s which are obsessed with pushing through
big income tax breaks for high income Canadians”.

The Ottawa Citizen states: ‘‘Canadian religious leaders have
launched an unprecedented challenge to the finance minister to live
up to his own promise and make Canada a caring society. For the
first time ever the Canadian Council of Churches, the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada and the Reform Council of Judaism are
together urging the Liberal government to launch a campaign
against poverty in its February budget”.
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| wonder if these church leaders know that the Reform Party
considers them communists.

Let me quote the Caledon Institute of Social Policy: * Ottawa
now has a wonderful opportunity to reinvest and rebuild not the
social system of the past but the better and new system of the
future, geared to the economy and society facing us in the next
century. It is time to reinvest in making Canada a better place to
live for all Canadiansin afair chance for all Canadian children, in
healthier, safer communities and in reducing the growing inequali-
ty that threatens to turn our country into two nations, the invidious
two nations of affluent and poor. It is time to reinvest the peace
dividend from the war against the deficit and build the socia base
of our country”.

My colleagues from the NDP and | sharethisbelief that itistime
toreinvest in social programs. The coming budget should introduce
measures to ensure every Canadian the opportunity to share in a
new prosperity through renewed investment in health care, educa-
tion and other vital programs.

The gap between the super rich and ordinary Canadian families
is widening. Since 1989 that gap has grown. Average family
incomes have fallen by roughly 5%. The number of poor children
grew by 47%. The number of Canadians filing for personal
bankruptcy has tripled.

When | was in my early teens | read an article in which Mother
Teresa was being interviewed. The journalist asked Mother Teresa
what she would do about poverty. Her response was that govern-
ment should look after poverty and she would look after the poor.
Mother Teresa will always be with us through her efforts in spirit
and there will be those who continue to look after the poor, but this
government appears to have given up on the war on poverty.

Young Canadians do not have much to look forward to. Youth
unemployment is high at 16.5% last month. That is alot of young
persons whose first experience in the job market is no job. The
reward for young graduates of university or college is not a decent
job. It is a debt of $25,000 to $30,000. Affordability should be a
national standard for education. Young people deserve the opportu-
nity to learn, to develop skills, to build a future. We cannot afford
to risk their future or ours by wasting their talents or by creating
more financial barriers to education.

Youth unemployment deeply affects my riding in Manitoba. The
average age of the aboriginal population is 10 years younger than
the general population.

® (1305)

We welcome the government’s statement of reconciliation, but
thisisonly thefirst step. Young peoplein my riding and elsewhere
in Canada deserve a better future. We are hoping that with the
coming budget we will see concrete actions to improve the lives of
young Canadians.

It is unacceptable that most aboriginal people are at or below the
poverty line. In major western cities four times as many aboriginals
as other citizens are below the poverty line. Unemployment does
not only affect young people. It affected 8.9% of Canadians last
month. But the official unemployment rate is just the tip of the
iceberg of Canada’s job crisis. Hundreds and thousands of Cana-
dians have simply given up looking for work. When people give up
looking, they are no longer included in the workforce. As far as
Statistics Canada is concerned, they disappear from the labour
market.

It isironic that with so many unemployed people in Canada, the
lucky ones who have jobs are working overtime. Statistics Canada
published a document entitled *“ Hours of Work''. It documents the
extent of total overtime work including unpaid overtime.

In any given week in the first three months of 1997, almost one
in five, 18.6% of employees, worked overtime defined as time
worked in excess of scheduled hours. On average, these workers
put in almost nine additional hours, the equivalent of more than an
extra day per week. The worst in this is that more overtime was
unpaid than was paid. In any given week, 10.7% of employees
worked unpaid overtime while 8.4% worked paid overtime and
how interesting to find out that the unpaid overtime is particularly
prevalent in the public services.

Another sad trend in the job market is multiple job holdings. A
lot of Canadians need to work more than one job to afford the
necessities of life. Five per cent of our labour force holds more than
one job. A labour force survey shows that multiple job holders
average more than 46 hours per week, this while the CEOs of some
companies are bringing home enormous pay raises while their
employees are struggling to make ends meet.

The richer are getting richer and ordinary Canadians are getting
poorer. Thisisthe Liberal legacy into the new millennium. Thereis
no question that history should show thereign of the Liberals asthe
decline of a just and caring society.

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | listened very carefully to my colleague from the NDP.
Canadians know that maintaining a strong economy and providing
opportunitiesisrealy critical for social success and for the success
of so many of the issues she brought to the fore.

She did give us a whole list of grievances and things that are
wrong in Canadian society and in the economy, but she did not give
us any suggestions as to how we can deal with those issues.

It is so very easy to give usalong list of what iswrong or what
she thinksiswrong. | wonder if she could tell uswhat isthe NPD’s
position in the whole series of things that would help the economy,
like NDP policy on trade promotion, NDP policy on access for
small business enterprises, technology partnerships. Can shetell us
the NDP's suggestions to the government as to what we can do to
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ensure that we give the economy the kind of energy it needs in
order to respond to the whole list of issues she has outlined?

Ms. Bev Degjarlais. Mr. Speaker, | do not think the NDP has
ever shirked from coming up with an alternative approach. Number
onein our position has always been that the tax system in Canadais
unfair. We do not believe we need to totally tax the horribly rich
and everybody else does not want to pay their fair share.

Canadians want to pay their fair share for education, for health,
for transportation, for social programs. What they do not want to
pay for are things like an unfair tax system when one of Canada’'s
supposedly finest, an Order of Canada recipient, transferred to
relatives or turned over his assets into cash. The process involved
more than just houses, cottages, mortgages, small commercia
investments and condominium lots. Eagleson has also been selling
furniture for many years. He collected valuable antiques for his
office, depreciating them by 20% each year and then, when they
were no longer deemed worth anything on paper, moving them into
his homes. The Eaglesons furnished their Rosedale houses from
1976 to 1997. They have owned three pieces of English Gregorian
mahogany furniture which were described by one of the experts as
being high quality for Toronto.

® (1310)

What we are asking for is a fair system. All Canadians should
pay fairly.

In Thompson recently the new tax changes on a $1,500 bursa-
ry—

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): On questions and
comments, the hon. member for Elk Island and, if there istime, the
hon. parliamentary secretary.

Mr. Ken Epp (Elk Idand, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, there probably
will be time because | intend to be brief.

First | would like to set the record straight for me and, | am sure,
on behalf of my party. | can put some distance between me and the
name calling which the hon. member claimed. It is false and |
disagree with her.

| have many good friends who have an NDP philosophy. We
have many good discussions. In fact some of them have more
respect for me than | deserve. That is wonderful.

One of them said he voted for me because he thought | was
worthy of the vote. | was very honoured by that. There were many
NDP people in my riding who voted for Reform because they
believed that our way of dealing compassionately with people in
need is the better long term solution, and that is to give people

Supply

personal integrity, more ability to help themselves and to help
others by having smaller government and reducing taxes.

| challenge the member to try to put rhetoric aside and answer
this question. It isavery serious question. Thefact iswhen we have
so much debt we are really taking all the taxpayers money and
one-third of the money that we take from them we transfer to the
rich, namely the banks, the investment houses and so on, in terms
of the interest payments on the amount we owe.

Surely she, as an NDP member, must be opposed to that transfer
to the rich. | would like her response to that question.

Ms. Bev Degarlais: Mr. Speaker, there is no question that the
hon. member has just stated my point. The tax system has
traditionally been unfair. It alows the very wealthy, through
numerous loopholes, to not pay their fair share. As aresult the rest
of us ordinary Canadians are going to work and, without any
grudge whatsoever, are willing to pay for education and health
care. We are giving our dollars to the government and we expect it
to deal with our dollars fairly.

That does not mean we want to give up education, health care
and social programs. It means that we want this government to be
held accountable. It does not mean we do not want those programs.

How on earth would Reform expect a country to survive if
nobody but nobody paid for anything whatsoever to help each
other?

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | noticed there was a bit of a contrast
between the previous two speakers. One member of the NDP talked
about prosperity and how Canada is an enviable country, and then
we heard the doom and gloom.

| want to ask the member a question on a specific item. | do not
want her to go all over the place with her answer.

| am not clear on her comments with respect to overtime. Isit her
position that there should be no overtime?

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | am sorry to interrupt,
but the parliamentary secretary is on debate.

Mr. Walt Lastewka: Mr. Speaker, | am sorry, but it is Friday
afternoon.

| welcome this opportunity to respond to the motion of the hon.
member for Qu'Appelle. The motion urges the government to
introduce measures in the upcoming budget to ensure that every
Canadian has an opportunity to share in new prosperity.

Indeed, creating opportunity for Canadians has been a hallmark
of this government since it took office. Over the last four years we
have worked with Canadians to overcome our nation’s economic
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challenges and to put in place a strong foundation for success in
the knowledge based economy of the new millennium.

® (1315)

It is clear that when this government first took office the deficit
was hovering around $42 hillion.

Mr. Ken Epp: Talk about the debt.

Mr. Walt Lastewka: Something had to be done about the
deficit. My colleague across the way wants to talk about the debt
but I am sure he understands that you work on the deficit first and
then on the debt.

Canada is poised to be a leader in this new economy. We have
put our fiscal house in order. Interest rates are at historic lows and
our inflation rate is among the lowest in the industrialized world.
From atrade standpoint, we are one of the most open economiesin
the world. We have many improvements to make in terms of trade.
We must get into the details and make sure the rules of trade are
well understood and applied.

We have an opportunity to build upon this economic foundation
to create a knowledge economy for the 21st century. We have the
people and the resources, we have the institutions and we have
research excellence. But having such assets is not enough. We all
understand that. We must mobilize our resources toward a clear
objective of being the best in the world.

When Parliament convened in September, our government set
out its priorities for seizing the opportunities presented by the new
economy. Our priorities focused on setting the conditions to create
jobs and wealth in economic sectors ranging from high technology
to services and primary resources.

One of our key goals is to make Canada the most connected
country in the world and to make sure Canadians have accessto the
electronic highway and information economy by the year 2000.

Connecting Canadiansis essential for jobs and growth. By being
the most connected nation in the world, we will be helping youth,
workers and firms acquire the skills needed for the knowledge
economy. | mproving competitiveness and productivity of Canadian
firms in all sectors of the economy is most important. It is a real
must that we make Canada a choice location for investment and
create new markets and opportunities in a globa economy. We
must open these opportunities to our rural areas and the remote
areas of our country. This includes our aborigina communities.

Connecting Canadians will allow us to build from strength. It is
well recognized that we have the overall best communications
infrastructure among the G-7 nations. We are among the leadersin
terms of penetration, quality, market development and rates. We
have the lowest rates in the G-7.

Connecting Canadians will also redefine how governments
provide services and interact with citizens. It will open new ways
for citizens to express their views in a democracy.

Connecting Canadians has a strong social, cultural and unity
element. It brings citizens together from coast to coast to coast in
either official language. It gives our creative community a new
vehicle for cultural expression.

We have already put in place many of the pieces for the
connecting Canadians agenda. These initiatives embrace our gov-
ernment’s commitment to help all Canadians access the informa-
tion highway and develop the skills to use it no matter where they
are.

There is the community access program, better known as CAP.
By the year 2000-01 every Canadian rural community with more
than 400 people will be plugged into the Internet. That is over
5,000 communities.

Our community access program is giving people in Canada's
remote areas access to municipal, provincia and federal informa-
tion services. It is helping them to learn the skills needed to
compete in an information based economy. It is becoming a focal
point for community partnerships and building on ramps to the
information highway.

® (1320)

Another initiative is SchoolNet. By the year 1999 this joint
program with the provincial governments and the private sector
will make Canada the first country in the world to have al its
schools and libraries connected to the Internet. SchoolNet is also
about content and connecting Canadians.

Our SchoolNet web site includes a collection of Internet based
educational services and resources for both teachers and students.
It includes career guides and university and college course calen-
dars, information readily available at their homes. There are
thousands of teacher designed projects and lesson plans and virtual
tours of ingtitutions that range from the Louvre to the Canadian
Museum of Civilization.

The SchoolNet digital collections program is also training young
Canadians to provide innovative education material on line. To
date, young Canadians across the country have participated in
projects to digitize some 180 collections of historical and cultural
significance.

Computers for schools is another initiative. Working in partner-
ship with provincial governments and private sector partners,
including the Telephone Pioneers, we are recycling used computers
in schools and libraries. Later today the Prime Minister will
celebrate the delivery of the 50,000th computer under this pro-
gram. We have challenged corporate Canada to help us reach a
target of some 250,000 computers by the year 2000. This program
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will alow people from al waks of life to have access to
computers and to be able to learn about computers at a very young
age. This is a must for the future.

The student connection program will hire 2,000 university and
college students to help some 50,000 small and medium size
businesses get connected to the Internet and train them how to use
the Internet for their business. Many of the SMEs are learning that
by being more flexible and being able to use the Internet they are
actually getting into more business and more exports. The students
have the opportunity to earn wages to defray their education costs
while gaining valuable work experience with a community busi-
ness.

Another initiative designed to help Canadian youth find jobs is
the national graduate register. This Internet database is aready
becoming a valuable way for young people to post their resumés
and for employers to find the skilled young people they need. It is
getting more than 32,000 hits per day. May | repeat that it is getting
32,000 hits a day.

In the months ahead Canadians can look forward to new
initiatives to expand our agenda for connecting Canadians and to
build on the successes we have achieved and the partnerships we
have forged with the provinces and with private enterprise.

Canadais well on its way to becoming a world-class connected
country. We are accel erating our efforts to be the best in the world.
Connecting Canadians is an integrated package where the whole is
greater than the sum of its components and each element helps
build the capacity of the others.

The agenda will enable Canada to be the recognized and
acknowledged as the most connected country in the world. It will
enable us to create new opportunities for learning and cultural
expression, job creation and economic growth; economic growth
by being aware and being right up to date on trade around the
world, being up to date on technology around the world, and being
closely connected with research being done around the world.

® (1325)

In aknowledge based economy our most important resources are
people. That is why connecting Canadians is very important. It is
about empowering Canadians and enabling them to take full
advantage of all the economic, cultural, social and educational
opportunities that the knowledge economy offers us.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to add a commentary with respect to the comments made
by the previous speaker.

He spoke in detail about connecting Canadians. | would like to
inform him that this morning | connected with some Canadians. |
connected with some Canadians on the grounds outside this House.
They were members of the Ottawa-Carleton Health Coalition.

Supply

These people are very concerned about the cuts in health care
and the effect on the medicare system. Their theme was to put the
heart back into medicare. This gathering was intended to attract
members of Parliament, to have them there to hear the concerns. |
did not notice too many members of Parliament but certainly those
of us who were there did hear the concerns of connecting in a real
way with Canadians.

It is all well and good to talk about technology and connecting
Canadians through technology. | note that the hon. member men-
tioned 32,000 hits a day. To me that would certainly illustrate the
high degree of unemployment and the high degree of need out there
if 32,000 people a day are trying to contact people through this
computer system.

I would like to hear the hon. member’s comments with respect to
connecting with Canadians in a way that deals with restoring
medicare funding to the provinces to the previous level, enforcing
the provisions of the Canada Health Act and the elimination of
C-91 so as to reduce the cost of prescription drugs. How does the
government intend to connect with Canadians in that way?

Mr. Walt Lastewka: Mr. Speaker, | am sure the member
opposite understands when there are 32,000 hits a day those are not
only people looking for jobs, but employers searching the web to
interview people.

That iswhat is happening today. Employers, whenever they have
time to search the Internet, scan it to get resumés and information
on people who are looking for jobs. It makesit easier for them. We
put it in place so that the people looking for jobs and the employers
who are going to hire the people can do so very quickly.

On the matter of C-91 we are in a period where information is
required. The regulations have been gazetted. We have another two
weeksto go before the end of the gazetting. | makeit very clear that
the C-91 debate was held openly. Almost 200 witnesses were in
attendance. The member’s party was absent most of the time. As
far as | am concerned there was very little attendance by his party.

[Translation]

Mrs. Christiane Gagnon (Québec, BQ): Mr. Speaker, since |
started to speak, | thought there might have been another mation. |
thought we were going to debate poverty, offer solutions, and see
the government perhaps react to some of the suggestions we made
to it during the debate.

| note that the hon. member across the floor has named several
government programs, and that is exactly what we deplore, the fact
that there have been $42 hillion in cuts to provincial transfer
payments for socia assistance, health and education. At the same
time, that same government is going to interfere in those same
areas, which are provincial areas of jurisdiction.

We ask the hon. member if it would not be desirable for the
provinces to be given back the amounts taken from them in the
shameful cuts that have been made at the expense of the most
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disadvantaged members of the population, and of the population as
a whole.

[English]

Mr. Walt Lastewka: Mr. Speaker, | see the member wants it
both ways. Get involved but do not get involved. During the
election it was made very clear that 50% would go against the debt
and tax reduction and 50% would be spent on social programs and
targeted programs for the good of Canadians, and that is the
program for the government.

® (1330)

Canadians have said that over and over despite some people not
agreeing with it. Canadians have said get rid of the deficit, work on
the debt, but spend money on social programs and target programs.

[Translation]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): It being 1.30 p.m., itis
my duty to indicate to the House that the deliberations on the
motion are now terminated.

The House will now proceed to the consideration of Private
Members' Business as listed on today's Order Paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[Translation]

LOUISRIEL DAY

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should revoke the verdict of
‘“‘guilty of high treason” pronounced on Louis Riel on August 1, 1885, and
commemorate him by declaring November 16 of each year to be Louis Riel Day
throughout Canada.

She said: Mr. Speaker, this motion is to stress the importance of
Louis Riel and his role in the fight for the rights of the Metis,
francophones and westerners in Canada.

It isvery much an issue, as the importance of resolving the Louis
Riel issue was recognized in the Statement of Reconciliation
between the federal government and the aboriginal peoples pub-
lished on January 7.

Indeed, in this statement, the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development wrote, and | quote:

No attempt at reconciliation with Aboriginal people can be complete without
reference to the sad events culminating in the death of Métisleader Louis Riel. These
events cannot be undone; however, we can and will continue to look for ways of
affirming the contributions of Métis people in Canada and of reflecting Louis Riel’s
proper place in Canada's history.

I would like these fine words to be more than just talk for a
change. Ever since coming to this place, | have been making
representations to move the issue along and hopefully resolve the
issue of Louis Riel’'s unfair conviction by moving, to date, four
bills and one motion.

Each time, the government and the Libera members of this
place lauded my good intentions but defeated my every initiative.
Each time, they said it was important something be done without
ever specifying what this something should be or when it should be
done.

Some even stooped to party politics, urging Metis groups not to
support these initiatives on account of the fact they were put
forward by a Bloc Quebecois member. They promised them that
they would act. | would not play that game and publicly stated, on
television, that | would support any initiative to fully clear Louis
Riel. | also offered to withdraw my private member’s bill as soon
as a government bill was introduced.

But the Liberal government would rather continue playing its
hypocritical game. This government claims to be open to all
cultures, boasts about understanding and representing al Cana
dians, drafts statements of reconciliation with aboriginal peoples,
but at the same time continues to ignore Metis demands in refusing
to pardon and clear Louis Ridl.

® (1335)

All partiesin the House, however, say they want to pardon Louis
Riel, and the list of their efforts to do so over the past 15 yearsisa
long one.

In 1983 and 1984, two bills were introduced by the Conservative
member for Edmonton East, Mr. Yurko. In 1984, two bills were
introduced by the NDP member for Regina—L umsden, Mr. Benja-
min. In November 1985, on the 100th anniversary of Louis Riel's
death by hanging, the Liberal member for Edmonton East, now the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, also called for Louis Riel’s pardon.
In 1987, a bill was introduced by the NDP member for Kamloops,
Mr. Riis. In 1989, the NDP member for Comox—Alberni, Mr.
Skelly, introduced a motion calling for Louis Riel to be recognized
as one of the Fathers of Confederation.

In 1992, the biannual Liberal Party convention passed a resolu-
tion concerning Louis Riel but, in 1997, it voted against a bill
introduced by a Bloc member. On March 9, 1992, the House of
Commons unanimously passed a motion introduced by the then
Minister responsible for Constitutional Affairs, Joe Clark, a Con-
servative.

Mr. Clark’s motion, while highly laudable, was only afirst step
towards Louis Riel’'s pardon. Although the motion recognized
Riel’srole asthe founder of Manitoba, it referred only briefly to his
death.

Yet Riel led the same fight for the rights of Saskatchewans as he
did for Manitobans. The only difference between these two
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struggles was that, in 1884 and 1885, the federa government
decided to send in the army rather than negotiate with the popula-
tion, thus causing a bloody confrontation, which culminated in the
rigged trial of Riel and his death by hanging.

The treatment of Louis Riel is a very powerful symbol for the
Métis people. With his death, the Métis lost al their rights, and
recognition of these rights is inextricably linked with restoring
their dignity. For, beyond land and monetary claims, a people's
pride is bound up with their culture and history. Only afull pardon
for Louis Riel will restore his honour and begin the healing process
for the Métis people.

For the benefit of our viewers and of my colleagueswho are new
to Parliament, | will provide a brief portrait of Louis Riel so they
may understand why, 113 years after his death and 154 years after
his birth, this man is still the subject of so much talk. By the way,
there is a snow sculpture at the exit just opposite Parliament of
Louis Riel by the artist who did the statue of Louis Riel that is now
behind the Manitoba legislature.

He was born in St. Boniface on October 22, 1844, the son of
Jean-Louis Riel, whose grandmother was a Chipewa, and Julie de
Lagimodiére, whose mother was Indian. He was the oldest of a
family of 11 and was sent to school at the Petit Séminaire de
Montréal between 1858 and 1865. He was a gifted student, always
thefirst in his class. He learned Greek, Latin, French, English and
Cree.

In 1866, he returned to the Red River region and arrived in St.
Boniface in July 1868. On hisreturn, he discovered strong animos-
ity between the newly arrived English Protestant colonists wanting
to control the colony with the help of the central government and
the Metis, French Catholics and English settlers already there.

That same year, the federal government bought the rights over
the western territories from the Hudson's Bay Company. Unfortu-
nately, it did not bother preparing the way for the change the
jurisdiction and waiting for the inhabitants' approval of the new

policy.

At the time, the 10,000 Metisin the Red River region lived asan
independent people. They traded with the States more than they did
with Canada. When their land was handed over to peoplein the east
without any notice, their national pride was sorely hurt.

The situation was exacerbated by the arrival of the government
surveyors, who imposed the new arrangement arrogantly, dividing
up the lands, keeping the best for themselves or their friends and
intimating that the legitimate owners would soon have to hand over
their farms to the English colonists from the east.

® (1340)

The Métis decided to defend themselves, calling upon 21-year-
old Louis David Riel, whom they trusted, to lead them. Riel took
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up the cause of his compatriots, protested against the surveyors
actions, and made claims against the federal Parliament.

In December 1869, the Hudson's Bay Company ceased to
administer the country. Louis Riel then formed a provisional
government, with Métis, English and French members, which was
later approved by the cabinet in Ottawa. The federal government
promised complete amnesty and compliance with the Métis
demands, but those promises were never kept.

Strong action on the part of Riel and the Métis and their list of
rights forced the federal government of the day to grant provincia
status to part of this territory, namely the district of Assiniboine,
rather than make the west a mere territory under a governor
appointed by Ottawa.

The 1870 Manitoba Act conferred bilingual status on the prov-
ince's laws and courts, adua denominational school system, and a
legidative council.

In October 1871, supporters of annexation with the U.S. crossed
the border and seized the post of Pembina. Riel recruited and
organized a company of armed horsemen to defend the borders.

In 1872, Riel had a $5,000 price put on his head; he was accused
of the murder of Thomas Scott, who had been sentenced to death by
the provisional government. This forced him into exile in the
United States.

In October 1873, Riel was elected to represent Provencher, and
went to plead his case at Ottawa. This became impossible because
he was under the threat of death or arrest.

When he was re-elected in February 1874, Riel went to Ottawa.
He entered Parliament on March 30, disguised in a hood and
escorted by the member for Rimouski, Jean-Baptiste-Romuald
Fiset, and signed the register. He was expelled under a motion
tabled by the Ontario Orangemen. In September 1874, hewas again
re-elected for Provencher, but was expelled from the House a
second time. In February 1875, Prime Minister Mackenzie granted
him amnesty, provided he went into exile for five years.

In 1876, Riel was committed, first in Montrea and then in
Quebec City, for halucinations, believing he had been entrusted
with a divine mission to defend the Métis. He returned west in
1878. In 1881, he settled in Montana, where he married Marguerite
Monet and fathered three children.

From 1880 on, the Métis sent numerous petitions to the federal
government, which was delaying the return of titles to their
properties. The Métis were afraid of losing their lands to Canadian
Pecific.

In 1884, the Métis and Indians of Saskatchewan called on Riel to
help them defend their rights, as he had done so well for the people
of Manitoba in 1869. Faced with the Conservative government’s
apathy, the Métis decided to take action to end their economic
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woes. They created a small republic and launched a peaceful
protest to have it recognized.

On December 16, 1884, representatives of the people of Sas-
katchewan sent the federal government a 25-clause petition setting
out their claims and grievances. They requested permission to sent
delegates to Ottawa to defend their rights. These representatives
would be able to conclude an agreement for the eventual entry of
their territory, as a province, into Confederation. At that time,
Saskatchewan had 60,000 inhabitants, and Manitoba had 12,000 at
the time of its entry into Confederation.

The reaction of the central government to the reasonable claims
of Saskatchewans was to send in the army to subdue them, in order
to be able to hand over their lands to the railway companies and
colonists from the east. Since the federal government was losing
interest in their cause, the Métis and Indians rose up and won afew
victories, but the troops sent by Ottawa defeated Riel at Batoche
and regained control of the territory. Riel was taken prisoner on
May 15, 1885.

On November 16, 1885, at the age of 41, Louis David Ridl, hero
of the Métis, was hanged, after atrial marked by irregularities. In
December, at the insistence of his family, his body was moved to
Saint-Vital in Manitobaand buried in the cemetery of the Saint-Bo-
niface cathedral.

Because justice was not fully done in the case of Louis Ridl, |
have, since being elected to Parliament, introduced bills and this
motion.

On December 10, 1996, my bill was defeated by a slim majority
of 112 to 103. This remarkable support, despite the party line
imposed by the Liberal government, is a clear indication that there
are agrowing number of membersin the House who recognize the
validity of Louis Ridl's cause.

® (1345)

Even our friends from the Reform Party recently put up a picture
of Louis Riel in their caucus room, because he was a western
pioneer.

Canadians and Quebeckers must realize that, had it not been for
Louis Riel, Canada’s borders would stop at the border on the west
side of Ontario. Therefore, | ask the unanimous consent of the
House to make this motion a votable item.

[English]

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Isthe hon. member for
Rimouski—M itis asking for unanimous consent to make this a
votable motion?

Ms. Suzanne Tremblay: Yes.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Does the House give
unanimous consent for this to become a votable motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

Mr. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it
iswith pleasure that | address Motion No. 108 which would revoke
Louis Riel’'s conviction and declare a day in his honour.

[Translation]

Over the last two decades, the issue of Louis Riel and the
recognition that he deserves have often been raised in this House.
Given his great involvement in the building of this country, it
would certainly be appropriate to better highlight his role as a
builder of our nation and founder of the Metis movement. Such
recognition would go along way toward giving Louis Riel a status
more in line with his remarkable achievements.

[English]

Our government continues to expend time and energy to find
ways to heal the unfortunate events of the past while also trying to
find appropriate waysto honour Louis Riel’s memory in contempo-
rary terms.

It is only through positive and progressive measures that we can
truly pay homage to one who warrants such recognition.

[Translation]

Riel was a unique person, who deserves to be remembered for
everything he did for Canada and for the Metis nation.

[English]

Riel was educated in theology and law. He was fluent in English,
French, Greek, Latin and Cree. He was an elegant and polished
statesman who directed the negotiations with the Government of
Canadaon the entry of Manitoba and the Northwest Territories into
the Dominion of Canada.

[Translation]

He was a tireless defender of the rights of Metis and of al the
other residents of the territories. It was his hope to see them take
their place in Canadian society and enjoy the same rights and
privileges as al other Canadians.

Under Riel’s leadership, the Metis from the Red River adopted,
in 1870, a list of rights to be protected—freedom of religion,
language rights, minority rights. They used that list during the
negotiations with the Government of Canadato have Rupert’sLand
and the Northwest Territories included in the Dominion.
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[English]

The Manitoba Act which Riel was instrumental in negotiating
provided for certain guarantees for Metis people, including school -
ing and religious rights as well as recognition of French and
English language rights. The rights of other citizens were aso
clearly set out in the list of rights.

This was Rid’s vision of a united country with each citizen
participating on an equal footing.

[Translation]

After Manitoba joined the Canadian federation, the constituents
of Provencher, in that same province, elected Riel by acclamation,
on three occasions, as their member of Parliament in the House of
Commons.

The Metis aso caled on him to ensure the respect of their
fundamental rightsin the part of the Northwest Territories that later
became Saskatchewan.

Louis Riel dedicated hislife to protecting the Metis, and he paid
the ultimate price for leading amovement to have the rights and the
interests of the Metis protected. He understood their concerns, and
it was clear in his mind what place they were entitled to in the
Canadian federation.

[English]

As most in the House would agree, Riel’s accomplishments and
contributions to the building of this nation as a free, independent
and united country are many. Given these significant contributions,
governments have over the years honoured Riel in a number of

ways.

In 1970 a postage stamp was issued in his commemoration.
Cultural performances have been funded over the years, including
the back to Batoche days cel ebrations which Metis view as a sacred
event.

[Translation]

On March 10, 1992, a specia resolution was passed in this
House to honour the unique and historical role Riel played as the
founder of Manitoba and his contribution to Confederation.

On May 16, 1996, thanks to a significant financial contribution
by the government, a statue representing Riel as the statesman he
was was unveiled on the site of Manitoba's legislative assembly.

® (1350)

The member for Rimouski—M itis even mentioned a more recent
commemoration, at Winterlude, our winter festival here, which is
moving into its second weekend.

People here saw 12 blocks of snow on the grounds in front of
Parliament Hill at the start of the week. Some joked that it was a
winter depiction of the caucus of the member for Rimouski—Mitis,
but it was nothing of the sort. It was the wherewithal for 12
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magnificent sculptures representing the provinces and territories.
The statue sculpted to honour Manitoba was a bust of Louis Riel.

| encourage everyone in the national capital region to come and
see these sculptures over the weekend.

These sorts of positive and progressive measures are the way we
honour the memory of Louis Riel. They have the support of all
Canadians and bear true witness to his contribution to the building
of Canada

[English]

On January 7 of this year the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development and the Minister of Natura Resources of
Canada unveiled “ Gathering Strength—Canada's Aboriginal Ac-
tion Plan”. This action plan provides a solid framework through
which we can make greater progress on the serious problems facing
all aborigina people.

One of the important themes of “Gathering Strength” was
healing and reconciliation. In that regard the federal government
committed to seeking appropriate ways of affirming the contribu-
tion of Metis people in Canada and of reflecting Louis Riel’s place
in Canada's history.

[Translation]

It is in these ways that the government will continue to work
closely with the Metis leaders and the descendants of Louis Riel.

The government intends to continue the dialogue it has already
begun with the Metis leaders to find a way to resolve the problem
of the guilty verdict given Louis Riel.

[English]

Louis Riel was an eloquent, articulate defender of Metis rights,
as well as those of al members of the community whether
aboriginal or non-aboriginal, anglophone or francophone.

The Metis people formed a substantial part of the population
then and Louis Riel championed the rights of minority groups. Riel
believed in the Metis having equal rights and participation within
Confederation.

Let us be clear on one thing. He was never an advocate of
separation. He did not want to tear the country apart. Rather he
gave his life trying to build it.

If the real purpose of this measure is to enhance the stature of
Louis Rid in the minds and hearts of Canadians, there are many
positive measures we can and will take. We will find ways to show
Canadians from all walks of life how much we honour the memory
of Louis Riel and recognize and appreciate his contributions to the
development of Canada.

I remind hon. members of the resolution adopted in 1992 by the
House. It recognized the unique and historic role of Louis Riel as
the founder of Manitoba and his contribution to the development of
Confederation. This was an important moment in the annals of
Metis history as the resolution was overwhelmingly adopted by the
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House and, equally important, because the resolution was the
product of significant consultation with the Metis community.

[Translation]

Whatever decision we make on a matter of thisimportance must
be acceptable to the descendants of Louis Riel and to the Metis
people.

[English]

| believe that by working together with Riel’s descendants and
the Metis leadership we will find an appropriate solution to this
important matter.

[Translation]

In closing, | would like to thank the member for Rimouski—Mi-
tisfor her persistence and constancy in this matter. One day we will
together al find a way to more fully and faithfully honour the
memory and the legacy of that great individual, Louis Ridl.

[English]

Mr. Eric Lowther (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to speak to the motion of the hon. member of the Bloc Party.
The motion calls for the 113 year old verdict on Louis Riel for
being guilty of high treason to be revoked. In addition, the motion
like past ones before it calls for acommemorative day each year in
honour of the man Louis Ridl.

Clearly thisis an emotional issue for some people on both sides
of the debate. Some say he was a hero who was justified in his
cause. Othersarguethat hewas largely self-serving and he went too
far in pursuing a cause and a persona vision of himself. Each side
quotes facts and data which serve to embellish their case and wrap
them in an emotionally appealing package. This can be an emotion-
al issue because as Canadians we want to have our own Canadian
heroes. We need them.

® (1355)

Canadians are patriotic. We may not wear it on our sleeves like
our American neighbours, but if one scratches even a bit below the
surface there is a bright red, passionate Canadian heart beating.
Being Canadian means something.

One of my most enjoyable duties as anew member of Parliament
of thisgreat House is to attend citizenship court in my riding. After
the ceremony | embrace our new citizens and ask them what their
citizenship is. | have seen tears of gratitude and hope well up in
their eyes when for the first time they say ‘| am aCanadian”. It is
a powerful moment.

Part of being a Canadian isthat we demand our heroesto bereal,
for their stories to have integrity. We intrinsically know they must
be out there, these Canadian heroes, and | believe there is a desire
to know them better, to know their stories. Somehow | feel their
stories have been kept from us. We do not celebrate them as we
could and, | suggest, for the strength of our nation aswe should. All
this in spite of the millions we spend on Canadian culture and
heritage.

| understand that some prefer their tax dollars be used to fund
cultural products that appeal to the arts community such asarecent
Canadian movie that documented a fictional tragedy, made all the
more tragic by a subplot of incest and sexual perversion. Some
seem to think this type of art is good for Canada. It is not my
preference.

Instead, | prefer a greater focus on our heritage and culture. The
money of government ministries should go to portraying the
history and positive real life stories of men and women who gave
so much to this country and the world. With this we would al be
inspired and stand a little taller when we say ‘| am a Canadian”.

If Louis Riel, why not Jean de Brébeuf whose ability with
languages allowed him to communicate with ease with the Huron
Indians? He assimilated into their culture. Brébeuf composed the
first dictionary and grammar of the Huron language. During a
small pox scourge Brébeuf stayed behind helping the sick Hurons
while an Iroquois war party approached. The few Huron Indians
who escaped witnessed his torturous death and the story of his
courage and service impacted on the lives of thousands of Huron
Indians in years to come.

How about Paul de Chomedey de Maisonneuve, the founder of
Ville Marie on theisland of Montreal in 16427 Maisonneuve was a
revered leader who governed wisely and kept order in a growing
colony for 23 years. Interestingly he ordered brawlers to pay the
medical bills of their victims and slanderers to praise each other in
public. He sounds like a Reformer to me.

Or, more recently, in the early part of this century, Mr. Georges
Vanier. At thistime | would like to quote an article by Mr. George
Cowley contained in a forthcoming publication Canada Portraits
of Faith. He records:

Mr. George Vanier was a man that, when the first world war broke out, felt that his
immediate duty was to his country. He took the leading role in recruiting and
organizing a first battalion to be raised by and of French Canadians: the Royal 22nd
Regiment, the Van Doos. Shortly after, he lost hisright leg to a German shell. After
convalescing, he refused evacuation. ‘I simply cannot go back to Canada’” he
insisted, “‘while my (Canadian) comrades are still in the trenches in France”.

(After a very distinguished career, Vanier) retired from diplomatic service in
1954, hoping to continue serving Canada in ‘‘ some modest capacity’. The capacity
offered him in 1959, at age 71, was to become Canada's governor general, the first
Quebec native so honoured.

In early 1967, Vanier's heart showed signs of weakening. His last officia
engagement was to address, from his wheelchair, a delegation of students from the
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University of Montreal on the favourite theme of his latter years: the importance of
Canadian unity. Few figures in Canadian history have been better demonstrated, by
words and deeds, the urgency and sacredness of this cause. ** The measure of Canadian
unity has been the measure of our success—if weimagine we can go our separateways
within our country, if we exaggerate our differences and revel in contentions—we will
only promote our own destruction. Canadaowesit to theworld to remain united, for no
lesson ismore badly needed than the one our unity can supply: the lesson that diversity
need not be the cause for conflict, but, on the contrary, may lead to richer and nobler
living. | pray to God that we may go forward hand in hand”.

® (1400)

There are many more Canadian heroes that we all need to know
more about. It would serve to strengthen our passion and resolve to
stand on guard for our great nation.

I am thankful that people like Michael Clarke of Redl to Real
Ministries from Chilliwack, B.C. whose publication | mentioned
earlier “* Portraits of Faith” provides accurate insightsinto thelives
of many Canadian heroes. This publication will encourage usall to
inspire our children.

As for Mr. Louis Riél, he was no doubt a passionate man and
worked to see that the west had an independent voice within
Confederation but his tactics were outside the law. We can recog-
nize that some good was brought about through hislife, asit iswith
every human life, but as Canadians we have a great deal of history
to celebrate without having to rewrite it. The pen that rewrites
history will always be driven by today’s biases. It is better not to do
it.

My fellow Canadians, we have much to be thankful for. In fact,
we have an obligation to celebrate the strengths of this great nation.

Mr. Gordon Earle (Halifax West, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to have the opportunity to speak on this motion.

The history of the Metis treatment by the Canadian government
is appalling. While we generaly support the concept of this
motion, and | want to commend the hon. member for bringing forth
amotion concerning the recognition of Louis Riel, we would have
preferred a much stronger and differently worded mation.

This motion specifically addresses the verdict of high treason
pronounced on Louis Riel on August 1, 1885. In effect what this
motion would do by revoking the verdict of guilty of high treason
would be to pardon the federal government for its abominable
treatment of Louis Riel.

Unfortunately what the motion fails to do is to address the
substantive issues which continue to oppress Metis today and
continue to threaten their children tomorrow. This motion would in
effect pardon the federal government by removing the blot on the
government’s own record while doing nothing concrete to change
the lives of the Metis.

The First Nations peoples continue to be treated by government
as second class citizens and that would place the Metis families at
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an even lower caste in the government’s eyes. The federal govern-
ment, even after the release of the Roya Commission on Aborigi-
nal Peoples report, continuesto do its very best to ignore Metis and
place their concerns far on the back burner.

Whether or not Louis Riel day is proclaimed, the government
should commit to several fundamentals.

First and foremost this government should recognize that the
Metis nation is entitled legally, morally and politically to have
access to land bases and land use rights sufficient to fulfil the Metis
nation’s legitimate aspirations as aborigina peoples.

Furthermore as my colleague the hon. member for Churchill
River who himself is Metis would argue, one of the first steps the
government should takeisto bring all aboriginal peoples, including
the Metis, under section 91(24) of the Constitution Act. Such a
move on behalf of this government would truly show to the Metis
that the government is sincere in supporting a bright future for
these people instead of trying to deny them both their history and
their future.

Instead of treating the Metis as an afterthought, the government
should negotiate self-government and land claims with the Metis
nation on a nation to nation basis. Furthermore why does the
government not negotiate with the Metis how they will exercise
their aboriginal rights to harvest fish and wildlife? Why has this
government not chosen to ensure the Metis have the benefits of
programs and services which governments now allocate to First
Nations peoples?

Aslong as this government tries to deny Metis their historic and
moral rights, this government will continue to actively condemn
Metis to poverty and to the back of the legislative bus.

During the negotiation of Manitoba's entry into Confederation, a
grant of 1.4 million acres of land was reserved for the exclusive use
of the Metis. The full creation of aMetisland base was undermined
by systemic government delays and neglect.

The points that | have called for are not new. Indeed it is a fact
that these very proposals sit before this government even as this
government sits silent. These proposals from the Royal Commis-
sion on Aborigina Peoples offer a new dawn. This government
chooses not to even have the dignity to respond to these solutions,
but sits quiet.

® (1405)

The Metis are not asking for special status. They are not seeking
some gift from the government, nor are they asking for anything
but what is their historic and moral due. They want to be treated as
the equals they are and negotiate with government as other natives
negotiate.
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But what is a people without a land base? If history has shown
us and taught us anything, it is true that a land base with all the
access to resources that accompany it is an absolute, uncontrover-
sia precondition for nationhood. Where does this government
stand on Metis nationhood?

Who are these people that Louis Riel led at one time? Is the
government afraid to act because it has difficulty identifying just
who among us are these Metis who deserve better treatment from
this government?

The royal commission has made it easy for us. It recommends
that every person who identifies himself or herself as Metisand is
accepted as such by the nation of the Metis should be recognized by
that nation.

While these negotiations go on, the government should work
with the Metis and provincial and territorial governments to enter
into temporary land use agreements with the Metis nation.

Just as no nation can exist without land, no nation can exist
without language and culture. What of Metis education and
culture?

Certainly as the motion indicates, Louis Riel played a crucia
role in Metis culture. But this government has a responsibility to
negotiate with the Metis full-fledged post-secondary education.
Great care must be exercised to assure the development of Metis
culture.

| strongly suggest should Louis Riel day come into force, the
government use that day to examine the following issueslaid out in
the report by the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, a
report to which the government has yet to respond in any meaning-
ful way.

First, consultation with Metis elders when educational programs
are planned. Second, establishment and funding of Metis schools
where numbers warrant. Third, assisted access to post-secondary
education in some form. Finally, support for a college or faculty of
Metis study.

The Metis are involved in every facet of our society and
represent an enormously varied cross-section of Canada, whether
economically, geographically, in terms of professions and educa
tion, and certainly in terms of hopes, dreams and support for family
and community. What they do not have is support from this
government for the preservation of their culture and traditions.

In closing, | would like to once again stress that this motion, as
good as it may be, sets out in effect to pardon the federal
government for its historical error and does not address the real,
substantive and immediate issues crucial to the Metis today and to
their children tomorrow.

However in true democratic spirit, we feel that the members of
this House should decide on the merit of this motion and | would

ask again that we have unanimous consent to have this motion
voted on.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The hon. member for
Halifax West has asked for unanimous consent to have this motion
made votable. |s there unanimous consent?

Some hon. members. No.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, if | can
take amoment to draw the attention of the members of the Houseto
the members of the Métis National Council who are sitting in the
gdlery.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Hon. members of the
House would like to welcome members of the Métis National
Assembly to the deliberations here. This is not the custom but
because the motion that is being debated speaks directly to the
Metis culture, to your culture, | bid you, on behalf of the House,
welcome.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Mr. Gerald Keddy: Mr. Speaker, | rise to reply to Private
Members Motion M-108 of the member for Rimouski—Mitis,
that, in the opinion of this House, the government should revoke
the verdict of guilty of high treason pronounced on Louis Riel on
August 1, 1885 and commemorate him by declaring November 16
of each year to be Louis Riel day throughout Canada.

Certainly this is one of the definitive questions in Canadian
history and one which affects the way we identify ourselves as
Canadians.

The member for Rimouski—Muitis has raised two issues. Since
the motion is non-votable, | will deal with one. Should we pardon
Louis Ridl.

® (1410)

| have no illusions about the sensitivity of thisissue to the Metis
nation and have heard from the Métis National Council members
personally. | aso fully understand the struggles of Conservative
leaders from John A. Macdonald who ultimately allowed the death
penalty to be carried out, to Joe Clark who on March 9, 1992
recognized Louis David Rid as the founder of Manitoba and a
contributor to the development of Confederation.

Mr. Speaker, | stand before you today to speak from my heart on
this matter. | commend and applaud the member for Rimouski—
Mitis for raising thisimportant issue. Time is past due that we deal
with this piece of Canada’s history.

| have been and | still am an avid reader of history. With that said
| would like to go on the record as being appalled by some of the
revisionists and plain bad history that is being written by so many
so-called historians today. History should be understood in the
context that it occurred, analysed and remembered. History should
not be revisionist, whitewashed or politically correct. History isa
record, it is not a judgment.
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As much as | disdain the revisionists of this world, | fully
support efforts that lead to a more correct interpretation of events.
In 1650 when Oliver Cromwell told his portrait painter Peter Lely
to paint his portrait warts and all, he was sending a message to
posterity. History is about facts. Historians, parliamentarians and
all Canadians need to be careful of demonization and cautious of
canonisation.

It isbecause history is objective that | support part of thismotion
even though it is not votable. Certainly the government is able to
revoke the verdict of guilty of high treason. The question is, should
we pardon Louis Riel? | say why not. | have heard criticism that
this would lead to a plethora of requests for other pardons, but |
disagree. Louis David Riel is a unique case. He was elected to the
Parliament of Canada three times but never took his seat and only
succeeded in signing the register of this Parliament once.

His case in all respects is uniquely Canadian. It speaks of the
beginning of the Metis national identity at the battle of Seven Oaks
and the difficulty and unease between the original First Nations of
Canadaand the French and English traders and settlers. Riel speaks
from apage of Canadian history that should be read and understood
warts and al by al Canadians.

Louis Riel was born on October 22, 1844 to Jean-Baptiste Riel
and Juliede Lagimodiére. At age 14 Riel was sent to Montreal to be
educated at the College of the Suplician Fathers, the oldest college
in Montreal. He became a student at law in the office of the famous
leader Rodolphe Laflamme of the Rouge Party in Quebec. He met
Louis Joseph Papineau of the 1837 rebellion.

Riel was accepted in Quebec Cathalic society but only to a point.
Hefell in love with Marie-Julie Guernon, but they broke up in 1866
after her parents refused to allow her to marry a Metis. In that same
year Riel returned to Manitoba and immediately became aleader in
the Metis community.

It isnot my intent to present a history of Louis Riel’s life. It has
been well documented. My intent is to portray a unique and truly
Canadian story.

Riel belonged to a new nation, the descendants of French and
Indian and Scots and Indian marriages. There were two groups, the
mainly Protestant Metis supporters of the Hudson Bay Company
and the the mainly Catholic Metis supporters of the North West
Company. | identify these two groups in the House today to
highlight the typically Canadian dichotomy in the Metis nation.
The Metis were not without religious suspicion and a language
barrier. | state this to point out the similarity of the greater
Canadian experience.

In 1869 Riel returned from Montreal and became secretary of the
National Committee of Metis. In December 1869 he became
president of the provisional government. A significant date in
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Riel's chronology that would later become a forerunner to hisfate
was March 4, 1870.

® (1415)

On that day, Riel as the president of the provisional government
ordered Thomas Scott, an Orangeman and thus a Protestant,
executed for leading a rebellion against Riel’s provisional govern-
ment. This act would force Riel into exile.

Riel, in exile in the United States and despite a bounty of $5,000
on his head offered by the province of Ontario, was elected three
times. | repeat this. He was elected three times in the House of
Commons, representing Manitoba. By 1878, he was back in
Manitoba, the province he helped to bring in the Confederation in
1870. He led the northwest rebellion in 1884 and he was hung for
treason in 1885.

Thisis only athumbnail sketch of Louis Riel. Like many others
before and since, Louis David Riel was caught in the currents of
history and swept to his death. Eventually his order to execute
Thomas Scott fueled by religious and linguistic intolerance led to
his death.

Sir John A. Macdonald himself agonized over the decision to
execute Ridl. In the end he made the decision that he would be able
to carry out damage control in Quebec for, without question,
Quebeckers led by the young Wilfrid Laurier rallied to Rid’s
defence. Macdonald, however, had a greater problem and that was
assuaging the Protestant Orange vote in Ontario, who were crying
for retaliation for Riel’s execution of Orangeman Thomas Scott. Sir
John A. Macdonald eventually succumbed to that pressure.

It isworth nothing that Riel was only tried by 6 jurorsand not the
mandatory 12 established in the Magna Carta. We should note he
was declared insane but refused to admit insanity at his trial and,
therefore, accepted responsibility for his actions.

There were some inconsistencies in the trial of Louis Riel, but
certainly there were also some inconsistencies in the man himself.
In 1870 he had Thomas Scott executed. In 1885 he ordered one of
his own Metis leaders, Charles Nolin, executed but never carried
through with that threat.

It is important to acknowledge the role of the other Metisin the
rebellion and their contribution toward raising the profile of the
Metis people. The military expertise of Gabriel Dumont played a
crucial rolein the rebellion, as did the leadership of Charles Nolin
and Louis Schmidt. As well, Chief Poundmaker exemplified the
courage and tenacity of the Metis and the Indian people.

What Riel accomplished was not without the help of others and
their roles should not be forgotten. Should we pardon Louis Riel ? |
say yes, we should. Thisisnot 1885 but 1998. Times have changed
and events once clouded inracia and religious bigotry can now be
seen objectively. Louis David Riel was and is an important figure
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in Canadian history and a driving force in bringing Manitoba into
Confederation.

Like most men, he made some mistakes and carried his own
baggage of persona biases and weaknesses. He led an ill fated
rebellion against the government of Canada, but he led it to defend
and represent his people. We in this House and the other place hold
the power to pardon him. A pardon at thistime in the history of our
nation would show progress, maturity and reconciliation for all
people. This pardon is not about a judgment. This pardon is about
reconciliation.

One hundred and three years have passed. Let usmoveon. Let us
move forward. Let us, in this House, pardon Louis Riel.

At thistime| also would like to ask for the unanimous consent of
this House to vote yea on the motion before you.

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Does the hon. member
have the unanimous consent of the House to make this a votable
motion?

Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): We have two other
hon. members who have indicated interest in speaking. The first to
advise me was the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry and the second was the hon. member for Cypress Hills—
Grasslands.

Mr. Walt Lastewka (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in co-operation, as this House has
seen many times, | will shorten my speech to give the hon. member
a chance to also speak.

| rise today to speak to Motion No. 108 to revoke Louis Riel’'s
conviction of August 1, 1885 and to declare a day in his honour.

® (1420)

In discussing the merits of this motion, there is definitely one
thing on which we can all agree. That is the important contribution
of Louis Riel to the building of this country. In tribute to this
contribution this House on March 9, 1992 overwhelmingly adopted
a motion to recognize Louis Riel as a founder of Manitoba and a
contributor in the development of Confederation. At that time the
House was reminded of Riel’s many accomplishments and of his
stature within the Metis community.

There have been other tributes in the recent past to honour Riel
and other Metis leaders in recognition of their contribution to
Canada and the Metis movement. As this House is well aware,
Thelma J. Chalifoux, a Metis woman from Alberta, was recently
summoned to the Senate. Ms. Chalifoux is both the first Metis
person and the first aborigina woman to sit in the Senate. Her
appointment was in large part due to her unwavering dedication to

Metis issues. Judging from the welcome remarks of her fellow
senators, she is expected to represent well this cause and the spirit
of Riel.

Louis Riel had avision for this country over 100 years ago. That
vision is alive and well today as articulated by the thousands of
Metis who promote Metis culture and revere his memory.

Riel was aman of action, aman who looked forward and into the
future. Given my understanding of Riel, | believe that if he were
here today he would counsel this House to look forward, not
backward, in finding ways to recognize and honour hisaccomplish-
ments and those of other Metis leaders who contributed greatly to
the development of Canada.

Hewould be urging us to focus our energies on finding solutions
to our present day problems and building for the future. He would
insist that Metis have an opportunity to participate in the devel op-
ment of these solutions. With that in mind | will spend a few
minutes talking about what the federal government is doing today
to advance the interests of Metis and off reserve aboriginal people.

As many are aware, the Minister of Natural Resources has been
assigned by the Prime Minister to fulfil the role of federal
interlocutor for the Metis and off reserve aboriginal peoples. In that
role, the minister acts as a point of first contact and where
necessary as a facilitator between the Metis and off reserve
aboriginal peoples and the appropriate federa ministers and de-
partments.

In addition to that role he oversees the federal government’s
participation in the tripartite self-government process which is the
forum being used to negotiate self-government with Metis and off
reserve aboriginal groups.

On August 10, 1995 the federa government announced its
approach to the implementation of the inherent right and the
negotiations of self-government for aboriginal people including
Metis and off reserve aborigina people.

The federal approach contemplates various practical ways of
implementing self-government for Metis and off reserve aborigina
people, including the development of self-government institutions
to provide services, the devolution of programs and services and
forms of public government.

For the past several years the federal government has partici-
pated in bilateral processes with both the Metis National Council
and the Congress of Aborigina Peoples. The bilateral process
provides aforum for the congress and the council to discuss issues
of utmost importance.

On January 7, 1997 the interlocutor and the Minister of Indian
Affairs and Northern Development unveiled * Gathering Strength:
Canada's Aboriginal Action Plan”. It is an action plan to renew
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our relationship with the aboriginal people who are both on and off
reserve.

Under the theme of healing and reconciliation in ** Gathering
strength’”’, the federal government is seeking appropriate ways to
affirm the contributions of the Metis people and to reflect Louis
Riel’s proper placein Canada’s history. Thework isunder way. Itis
founded squarely on consultations with the Metis, not arbitrary
partisan actions.

In closing | return to my initial comments. Louis Riel was a
builder. He was working to build a society where his people could
make the important decisions that confront us all in building a
better future. He was not a separatist. He wanted in, not out. With
the spirit of partnership embodied in ** Gathering Strength” we will
find appropriate ways to reflect his proper place in our history asa
builder.

® (1425)

Mr. Lee Morrison (Cypress Hills—Grassands, Ref.): Mr.
Speaker, human history is nothing but alitany of injustices. In fact,
| would venture to say that if there were no injustices there would
be no history. This is what gets written down, usualy by the
winners if there is a contest. It is recorded. This is how we know
about things which happen.

If we want to talk about injustice, some of my ancestors were
Highland Scots. They suffered injustices and brutality equal in
every way to those suffered by the Metis people and for more or
less the same reasons. However, | do not lay awake at night
bringing down fire and brimstone on the heads of the wicked
English. It is over. It is done. There is no need to go back to it.

| have very great problems with people who want to sugar coat
history, who want to rewrite history. What happened, happened. It
will not help Louis Rié or his descendants for this Parliament to
come up with some sort of vacuous proclamation saying that we
realy did not mean it. The man was hung. He did not, when he had
the opportunity, grovel. He did not ask for mercy. He could have
taken a plea of insanity and he would have escaped, but he was a
man of principle. He walked to the galows quite firmly and
strongly. He was not dragged kicking and screaming. He did not
make any particular effort to avoid capture at the end of the
rebellion. He would not have even had to go to trial. He could have
gone to the United States with Dumont and been scot free, but he
chose not to do so.

At this date, if we come forward and say Louis, it was aterrible
thing, we are so sorry, that cheapens the man's memory. He was a
tough man. He was not a cry baby. | do not think we should, even
though | know we have it in our power, say we pardon him.

Actually, he did not have totally clean hands. He set in motion a
rebellion which cost lives. Because he was not avery good general
he unnecessarily cost the lives of many of his own people. If he
had listened to Gabriel Dumont, the results of the rebellion might
have been far different.
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Theman, let usfaceit, had abig ego. He wanted to be in charge.
He did what he chose to do. He refused to stop Middleton before he
got to the Saskatchewan River. He could have done so with
Dumont’s strategies.

| do not think that at this late stage it makes any sense at al for
us even to be debating this in the House. We have more important
things to do than to debate gestures. Let us face it, this would just
be a gesture.

My advice to this House is to get on with it. We have some very
real problems in this country which affect not only Metis people
but al of us. Those problems are what we should be dealing with.
We should not be debating what happened 113 years ago.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay (Rimouski—Mitis, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, under Standing Order 95(2) | am entitled to conclude, and |
would like to take the remaining few minutes in this debate to say
that we have heard some things—

TheActing Speaker (Mr. McClelland): | am sorry to interrupt
the hon. member, but under Standing Order 95 the time has
expired.

® (1430)
[English]

Mr.LeeMorrison: Mr. Speaker, | rise on apoint of order. | seek
unanimous consent to allow the member another three or four
minutes to do her wrap up.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): Is it agreed?
Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The Chair needs to
make the point that in Private Members' Business, if time remains,
it is customary that the mover of the motion has five minutes to
wrap up in the absence of any other member rising to speak.

Therefore, if we are to go beyond that time, we have to ask for
unanimous consent, which the member from Grasslands has so
generously requested and the House is quite happy to oblige. Those
are the rules.

[Translation]

Mrs. Suzanne Tremblay: Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased that
we have taken this hour of debate to place the matter in proper
perspective.

| have listened most attentively to the speeches made by my
various colleagues. | acknowledge that the motion merits improve-
ment. | trust that the Liberal Party, which is in the process of
drafting a bill to settle this problem to everyone's satisfaction, will
be able to take the texts that have been used today, analyze them
thoroughly and try to see how this difficulty of having such
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ambiguity still surrounding one of the founders of this country,
Louis Riel, can be truly resolved.

| was somewhat surprised to see that my colleague knew Louis
Riel so intimately asto be able to tell what his feelings were at the
time of his trial, but the fact is that among those who asked that
Riel be tried in Saskatchewan instead of Manitoba and who wrote
Minister Campbell and the Prime Minister at the time, Mr.
Macdonald, was the person who presided the appeal court to which
Louis Riel appealed his sentence. Riel was a very strong and very
fair-minded man who realized he had been treated unfairly. He
appealed in spite of the fact that this person was judge and jury.

| suggest my colleagues read this month’s issue of Canadian
Lawyer. They will realize that the government was wrong, that
Louis Riel was wronged. The historical context must be taken int

account of course, but something can and should be done. Unlike
my hon. colleague and his people, the Métis are no longer
recognized as a people and they have lost a large part of their
culture. What they are asking usisto restore their right to their own
way of life and | wish the House would act on this as soon as
possible.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. McClelland): The time provided for
the consideration of Private Members' Business has now expired
and this item is dropped from the Order Paper.

[English]

It being 2.33 p.m., the House stands adjourned until Monday
next at 11 am. pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.33 p.m.)
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Sauvageau,Benoit .. ... Repentigny .............. Quebec .............. BQ
Schmidt, WEINEr . ... Kelowna ................ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor General of Canada .................... Fredericton .............. New Brunswick . ...... Lib.

SCott, MIKE . .. Skeena. ...l British Columbia . ..... Ref.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
SETEBENOT . ... Timiskaming— Cochrane. Ontario .............. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex . ... Durham ................. Ontario .............. Lib.
Solberg, Monte . ... MedicineHat ............ Alberta............... Ref.
SolomMOoN, JONN . ..o Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................. Saskatchewan. . .. .. ... NDP
Speller,Bob . ... Haldimand — Norfolk —
Brant ................... Ontario .............. Lib.
St.Denis, Brent . ... Algoma— Manitoulin .... Ontario .............. Lib.
StHilaire,Caroline. ... Longueuil ............... Quebec .............. BQ
St-Jacques,Diane ... ... Shefford ................ Quebec .............. PC
SEIUHEN, GUY .o Abitibi .................. Quebec .............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce .......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . .............. Northumberland. ......... Ontario .............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern
Development . ...... ... Brant ................... Oontario .............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel .. ... Okanagan— Shuswap .... BritishColumbia ...... Ref.
Stoffer, Peter . ... Sackville— EasternShore.  NovaScotia .......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... FraserValey ............ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
Szabo, Paul . ... MississaugaSouth . . ... ... Ontario .............. Lib.
Telegdi, ANdrew . ... Kitchener — Waterloo .... Ontario .............. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the
Whole ... Saint-Lambert ........... Quebec .............. Lib.
Thompson, Greg . .. ..o Charlotte . ............... New Brunswick ....... PC
Thompson, Myron . . ... WildRose ............... Alberta............... Ref.
Torsney, Paddy ....... ... Burlington............... Oontario .............. Lib.
Tremblay,Stéphan .............. i Lac-Saint-Jean .......... Quebec .............. BQ
Tremblay,SUzanne . ....... ... Rimouski — Mitis........ Quebec .............. BQ
Turp, Daniel . ... Beauharnois— Salaberry.. Quebec .............. BQ
Ur,Rose-Marie ... Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ............... Ontario .............. Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ... ..... Stoney Creek ............ Oontario .............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food. . .. ... .. PrinceEdward — Hastings  Ontario .............. Lib.
Vautour, ANQela. . . ..o Beauségour — Petitcodiac . New Brunswick ... .... NDP
VElacott, MaUriCe . . ... Wanuskewin............. Saskatchewan. ........ Ref.
Venne PiEmette . ... o Saint—Bruno — Saint—
Hubert .................. Quebec .............. BQ
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Health ........ Eglinton — Lawrence. . . .. Oontario .............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM .. Scarborough Southwest ...  Ontario .............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis,Judy ....... ... Winnipeg NorthCentre ... Manitoba............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ............... New Brunswick . ...... PC
Whelan, SUSan . ... Essex ... Ontario .............. Lib.
White, Randy . ... ... Langley — Abbotsford....  BritishColumbia ... ... Ref.
White, Ted ... .o NorthVancouver . ........ British Columbia . ..... Ref.
WIlfert, Bryon ... ... OakRidges.............. Oontario .............. Lib.
Williams, John ... ..o St.Albert................ Alberta. .............. Ref.
Wood, Bob ... .. Nipissing................ Oontario .............. Lib.
VACANCY Port Moody — Coquitlam . BritishColumbia ... ...

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; Ref.—Reform Party of Canada; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic

Party; PC—Progressive Conservative; Ind.—Independent.

Anyone wishing to communicate with House of Commons members is invited to communicate with either the

Member’s constituency or Parliament Hill offices.
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Political
Nameof Member Constituency Affiliation
ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNE . . ... Calgary—NoseHill................... Ref.
Anders, ROD ... CalgaryWest ...t Ref.
Benoit, LEONE. .. ... Lakeland ............. .. ...l Ref.
Breitkreuz, Clitf .. ... Yellowhead.......................... Ref.
CassON, RICK . . ..ot Lethbridge ............ ... ... ... ... Ref.
Chatters, David .. ... Athabasca........................... Ref.
B, KON . Elkidand ............ ... ..ol Ref.
Goldring, Peter . . ..o EdmontonEast....................... Ref.
Grey,Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... Ref.
Hanger, At . CalgaryNortheast .................... Ref.
Hill, Grant . . ... Macleod ............. ... ... . ..., Ref.
Jaffer, RaNim ... Edmonton—Strathcona................ Ref.
JohNStoN, Dale .. ..o Wetaskiwin. .................ooon... Ref.
KeNNey, Jason ... ... Calgary Southeast .................... Ref.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ................ Edmonton Southeast .................. Lib.
LoWther, BriC .. ..o CalgayCentre . .................o... Ref.
Manning, Preston, Leader of the Opposition . ... Calgary Southwest . ................... Ref.
McClelland, lan, Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ................... Edmonton Southwest ................. Ref.
McLéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justiceand Attorney General of Canada .......... EdmontonWest ...................... Lib.
Mills, BOD . oo RedDeer ... Ref.
Obhral, Deepak . .. ... CalgaryEBast .................. ... Ref.
Penson, Charlie .. ... PeaceRiver ........... ... ... ... ... Ref.
RamMSsay, JaCK . ... Crowfoot . ... Ref.
SOlbErg, MONte ... MedicineHat ........................ Ref.
Thompson, MYFON . .. ... e WildRose ... Ref.
WiIllIams, JONN . ... StAIbert ... Ref.
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOtt, JIM .o Kootenay—Columbia. . ............... Ref.
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of FisheriesandOceans. . .................ccou.. .. Victoria . ... Lib.
Cadman, ChUCK . . ... e e SurreyNorth.................. ... .. Ref.
Chan, Hon. Raymond, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ................. ... ... .. Richmond ........................... Lib.
CUMMINS, JONN ..o e e e e e e e Delta—South Richmond .............. Ref.
Davies, Libby .. ... VancouverEast ...................... NDP
Dhaliwal, Hon. Harbance Singh, Minister of National Revenue .................... Vancouver South—Burnaby ........... Lib.
DUNCAN, JONN . .o Vancouver ISsandNorth ............... Ref.
Elley, Reed ... Nanaimo—Cowichan................. Ref.
Forseth, Paul . . ... New Westminster — Coquitlam— Ref.
Burnaby ...l
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Statusof Women) ............ VancouverCentre .................... Lib.
GiIlmour, Bill . ... Nanaimo—Alberni ................... Ref.
GOUK, JIM West Kootenay—Okanagan ........... Ref.
Grewal, GUIMANT . . . ..ottt e e e e e e e e SurreyCentral ............. ... ... Ref.
Harris, DiCK ..o Prince George—Bulkley Valley ........ Ref.

Hart, Jim .o Okanagan—Coquihala............... Ref.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Hill day ..o Prince George—PeaceRiver........... Ref.
Leung, Sophia . ... ... VancouverKingsway ................. Lib.
LUNN, GaIY ..t e Saanich—Gulfldands ................ Ref.
Martin, KEIth ... Esquimalt—JuandeFuca.............. Ref.
Mayfield, Philip ... ..o Cariboo—Chilcotin................... Ref.
MCNallY, Grant .. ... Dewdney—Alouette. ................. Ref.
McWhinney, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ........... VancouverQuadra.................... Lib.
Meredith, Val .. ... .. South Surrey—White Rock—Langley .. Ref.
Reynolds, JONN . ... ... West Vancouver—SunshineCoast. . . . . . Ref.
RIS, NEISON . Kamloops ...t NDP
RoODbINSON, Svend J. .. ... .. Burnaby—Douglas. .................. NDP
SChMIdE, WEINEr . . oo e e Kelowna ..................oiiL. Ref.
SCOtt, MIKE . oo SKEENA . ... Ref.
SHNSON, Darrel .. ..o Okanagan—Shuswap . ................ Ref.
Stranl, ChucK . . ... FraserValey ........................ Ref.
White, Randy . .. ... .. Langley—Abbotsford. ................ Ref.
WHIte, TeA .. o o NorthVancouver ..................... Ref.
VA CANCY Port Moody—Coquitlam..............
MANITOBA (14)

AlCOCK, REO . . WinnipegSouth .. .................... Lib.
Axworthy, Hon. Lloyd, Minister of Foreign Affairs .............................. Winnipeg SouthCentre ............... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg—Transcona. ............... NDP
Borotsik, RICK ... ... Brandon—Souris. .................... PC
Degarlais, Bev . . ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald J., Secretary of State (Science, Research and

Development)(WesternEconomicDiversification) .............. ... ... ... .. SaintBoniface .............. .. .. ... Lib.
Harvard, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .... Charleswood—Assiniboine............ Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard . ...... ... e Selkirk—Interlake. . .................. Ref.
Hoeppner, JaKeE. .. ... o Portage—Lisgar...................... Ref.
Iftody, David .. ... Provencher .......................... Lib.
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin—SwanRiver................ Ref.
Martin, Pat ... ... . WinnipegCentre ..................... NDP
Pagtakhan, Rey D., Parliamentary Secretary to PrimeMinister ..................... Winnipeg North—St. Paul . ............ Lib.
WasylyCiaLeiS,Judy .. ........ouii WinnipegNorthCentre ............... NDP

NEW BRUNSWICK (10)

Bernier,Gilles . ... ... Tobigue—Mactaquac. ................ PC
Bradshaw, Claudette, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Cooperation Moncton .............. ...t Lib.
DUDE JEAN . ..o Madawaska—Restigouche. .. .......... PC
GOiN, YVON . ..o Acadie—Bathurst .................... NDP
Herron, JONN . . ... Fundy—Royal ....................... PC
Hubbard, Charles. . ... ... Miramichi ........................... Lib.
Scott, Hon. Andy, Solicitor Generalof Canada . ............... ... ... ... ... Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, Greg . . ..ot e e e Charlotte . ...t PC
VaUtour, ANQEIA. . . ..o Beausgour—Petitcodiac . ............. NDP
Wayne ElSie. . ... SantJohn ........................... PC
NEWFOUNDLAND (7)

BaKer, GEOIE S, .. i Gander—GrandFalls ................. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Byrne, Gerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ............. Humber— St. Barbe—BaieVerte. ... . .. Lib.
Doyle, NOrmMan .. ... St.John'sEast ....................... PC
Matthews, Bill ... ... Burin—St.George's. .. ..ot PC
Mifflin, Hon. Fred, Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic
Canada OpportunitieSAGENCY) . ..ot Bonavista— Trinity—Conception .. . . .. Lib.
O'Brien, LawrenceD. .. ... Labrador ............. ... ... ... Lib.
Power,Charlie . ... St.John'sWest....................... PC
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES(2)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) .............. WesternArctic ..., Lib.
Karetak—Lindell,Nancy . ... Nunavut ............. ..., Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, SCOtt . . ... Kings—Hants ....................... PC
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester.............. PC
Dockrill,Michelle .. ... ... BrasdOr ... NDP
Barle, GOordon . . ... HalifaxWest ......................... NDP
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ....................ott. PC
LIl WeNdy . ... Dartmouth........................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough.... PC
ManCini, Peter . ... Sydney—Victoria.................... NDP
McDOoNoUGh, AIBXA . . ... Halifax...........oooiii .. NDP
MUISE, MarK . oo WestNova ... PC
SOff e, PELEr . . .. Sackville—EasternShore. ............. NDP
ONTARIO (103)
Adams, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of
COIMIMONS . . ettt et e et e e e e e e e e e Peterborough ................ ... ... Lib.
ASSAHOUNAN, SATKIS . . . oo oot BramptonCentre ..................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JEAN . . . oot Etobicoke—Lakeshore................ Lib.
Barnes, Sue, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .............. LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier,Colleen . . ... Brampton West—Mississauga . .. ...... Lib.
Bélair,REgiNald . ... Timmins—JamesBay................. Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril . ... ... Ottawa—\Vanier. ..............c.coo.... Lib.
Bellemare, EUGENE . . .. .o Carleton—Gloucester................. Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn .. ... StPaul’s......... Lib.
Bevilacqua,Maurizio . .......... i Vaughan—King—Aurora. . ........... Lib.
Bonin, Raymond . . ... ... NickelBelt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul . ... Simcoe—Grey . ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russdll . ...... .. Lib.
Brown, Bonnie. .. ... Oakville...............o i Lib.
Bryden, John .. ... Wentworth—Burlington .............. Lib.
BUlte, Sarmite. . ... Parkdale—HighPark ................. Lib.
CacCig, HON. Charles . . ... Davenport ...........ccoviiiiiii... Lib.
Calder, MUITAY . . . Dufferin—Peel —Wellington—Grey.. ..  Lib.
Cannis, JONN . . .. ScarboroughCentre................... Lib.
Caplan, EliNOr .. ... Thornhill .......... ... ... ........ Lib.
Carroll, AL EEN ... Barrie—Simcoe—Bradford. . .......... Lib.
Catterall,Marlene . ... OttawaWest—Nepean................ Lib.

Chamberlain, Brenda, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour ............... Guelph—Wellington ................. Lib.



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Clouthier, HeC .. ... Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke. . . .. .. Lib.
Cohen, ShaUGNNESSY . . ...ttt e e Windsor—St.Clair ................... Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David M., Minister of Transport ... DonValleyEast...................... Lib.
COMUZZI, JOB . . et e e e e Thunder Bay—Nipigon............... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of CanadianHeritage .. .................. ... ... .. HamiltonEast . ....................... Lib.
CULEN, ROY . EtobicokeNorth...................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for

Canadaand Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................. SimcoeNorth ...t Lib.
Dromisky, Stan ... ... Thunder Bay—Atikokan.............. Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Arthur C., Minister of National Defence .......................... YorkCentre ............oooviiinn... Lib.
Finlay, JONNn ... Oxford .........co i Lib.
FONtana, JOB . . ... LondonNorthCentre ................. Lib.
Gallaway, ROGEr . ... Sarnia—Lambton .............. ... .. Lib.
Godfrey, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage .. .......... DonValleyWest ..................... Lib.
Graham, Bill . . ... Toronto Centre—Rosedale ............ Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy PrimeMinister ................c i WindsorWest . ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ... Lib.
Guarnieri, Albina . . ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC . ..o OttawaCentre....................vv.. Lib.
1aNNO, TONY .. Trinity—Spadina. .................... Lib.
Jackson, Ovid L., Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Bruce—Grey ... Lib.
JONES, JIM . .o Markham............................ PC
JOrdan, JOB . . ... Leeds—Grenville .................... Lib
Karygiannis, JImM .. ... Scarborough—Agincourt. . ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan, Parliamentary Secretary toMinister of Transport ..................... HamiltonWest ....................... Lib.
KIlger, BOb . . Stormont—Dundas. .................. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar ..ot e e e e Elgin—Middlesex—London. .......... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ......... YorkNorth .......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt, Parliamentary Secretary to Ministerof Industry ................... St.Catharines ...t Lib.
LB, DErEK . Scarborough—RougeRiver ........... Lib.
Longfield, Judi . .. ... Whithy—Ajax ... Lib.
Mahoney, StEVE . ... MississaugaWest . .................... Lib.
Malhi, Gurbax SIngh . .. ... Bramalea—Gore—Malton ............ Lib.
Maloney, JONN . ... Erie—Lincoln ....................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Industry .............. ... i i OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marchi, Hon. Sergio, Minister for International Trade . .. .......................... YorkWest.........cooiiiii Lib.
Marleau, Hon. Diane, Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsible

for Francophonie . .. ... Sudbury ... Lib.

Hastings— Frontenac—L ennox and

MCCOrMICK, Larmy . . .. e Addington ...l Lib.
MceKay, JONN ... ScarboroughEast ..................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan ... ... Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge . ......... Lib.
Milliken, Peter, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committeesof theWhole ......... Kingstonandtheldlands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIST. ..ot e Broadviev—Greenwood . ............. Lib.
Minna, Maria, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ... Beaches—EastYork.................. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Parks) . ...t Parry Sound—Muskoka. .............. Lib.
MUITAY, 18N . . Lanarkk—Carleton.................... Lib.
MYEIS, LYNN .« e Waterloo—Wellington. ............... Lib.
Nault, Robert D., Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources

DeveElOpmMENnt . .. ... Kenora—RainyRiver................. Lib.
NUNZIAEa, JONN . ..o e York South—Weston................. Ind.
O BHEN, Pat . ... London—Fanshawe.................. Lib.

O Reilly, JoNN .. Victoria—Hadliburton ................. Lib.



14

Political
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Parent, Hon. Gilbert, Speaker ....... ... NiagaraCentre ....................... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . .. ... MississaugaCentre ................... Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ...................ol Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) .......... Willowdale .......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth . . ... .o HamiltonMountain................... Lib.
Pickard, Jerry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

S VIS . . ottt Kent—ESsex ........................ Lib
Ptteri, Gary . . ..o NiagaraFalls......................... Lib.
Pratt, David . . . ... Nepean—Carleton. ................... Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen . . ...t SaultSte.Marie ...................... Lib.
Redman, Karen .. ... KitchenerCentre ..................... Lib.
Reed, Julian, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade ............ Haton ..., Lib.
Richardson, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence .......... Perth—Middlesex.................... Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Ministerof Health . . ........... .. oo EtobicokeCentre ..................... Lib.
SETE BENOT . . .. Timiskaming—Cochrane. ............. Lib.
Shepherd, AleX . ... Durham ............. ..., Lib.
Speller, BOb ... Haldimand—Norfolk—Brant.......... Lib.
St DENIS, Brent .. ..o Algoma—Manitoulin................. Lib.
Steckle, Paul . . ... Huron—Bruce....................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Christine, Minister of theEnvironment . ............................ Northumberland...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Development ........... Brant .............. Lib.
Szabo, Pall . .. ... MississaugaSouth .................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArewW . ... Kitchener—Waterloo . ................ Lib.
Torsney, Paddy . ... Burlington........................... Lib.
U ROSE-MaAIE . .. Lambton—Kent—Middlesex. ......... Lib.
Valeri, Tony, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Finance ...................... Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food .. ..................... PrinceEdward—Hastings . ............ Lib.
Volpe, Joseph, Parliamentary Secretary toMinisterof Health ...................... Eglinton—Lawrence.................. Lib.
WapPEl, TOM Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WhEIAN, SUSAN . ... ESSeX .o Lib
WIlTEIt, BrYON ..o OakRidges ...........coooiiiiiiin, Lib.
WOoOod, BOD . .. NIpisSINg .. ..o Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, Wayne, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of FisheriesandOceans ......... Malpeque ..., Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Ministerof Labour ............... ... Cadigan ..., Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . .ottt e e e e e e Egmont ........... ... ... .. Lib.
Proud, George, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of VeteransAffairs ............. Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Alarie HE BN . ... LouisHébert ........................ BQ
ASsad, Mark . ..o Gatineau ... Lib.
ASSEIN, GErard . . ... Charlevoix ............ccccouioo... BQ
Bachand, ANdré . . ... Richmond—Arthabaska. .............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ... Sant—=Jean............c.coiiiiiiiiinn. BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General

of Canada ... Ahuntsic ............... ... Lib.
Bellehumeur,Michel . ......... . Berthier—Montcalm. ................. BQ
Bergeron, StEphane . .. ... ..o Verchéres ... BQ

Bonaventure— Gaspé—Iles-de-la—
Barnier, YVaN . . Madeleine—Pabok ................... BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bertrand, Robert . ... Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle ... ....... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard .. ... Rosemont ........................... BQ
BriEN, Pl e . .o Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
CanuUEl, RENE . ... Matapédia—Matane . ................. BQ
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regional Development —

QUEDEC) . .o Outremont........................... Lib.
Charbonneal, YVON . ... e Anjou—Riviere-des—Prairies.......... Lib.
Charest, HON. JEAN J. .. ..o e Sherbrooke ............ ... PC
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister ...t Sant-Maurice ................ .. Lib.
Chrétien, JEanm—GUY . .. ...\ttt e e Frontenac—Mégantic................. BQ
Coderre, DENIS . . .o Bourassa .............coiiiii Lib.

Kamouraska— Riviére—du-L oup—
Créte, Paul . ... Témiscouata—LesBasques. ........... BQ
Daphond—Guiral,Madeleine. ......... ... i LavalCentre......................o... BQ
deSavoye, Pierme . ..o Portneuf............................. BQ
Debien, Maud . . ... LavalEBast ..............ccoiiii BQ
Desrochers, Odina . . .. ... Lothiniere ........................... BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canadaand Minister

of Intergovernmental Affairs ............ . Saint—Laurent—Cartierville............ Lib.
Discepola, Nick, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada ............ Vaudreuil—Soulanges . ............... Lib.
Drouin, Claude. . . . ... Beauce............. Lib.
DUDE ANLOING . . ..ottt e e e e e e L&ViS ... BQ
Duceppe, GIllES . ... Laurier—Sainte-Marie................ BQ
DUMAS, MaUICE . . . o e e e e e Argenteuil—Papineau ................ BQ
Finestone, Hon. Sheila ... MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Folco,Raymonde . .......... o LavalWest ...............cooiiii... Lib.
Fournier, GRiSlain . ...t Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services .. ... ... Saint—Léonard—Saint—Michel ......... Lib.
Gagnon, ChriStiang . ........it i QUEDEC ... . BQ
Gauthier, Michel . ... . Roberval ............ ... ... BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCElYNE . . . ... JONQUIEre. ... BQ
GOdiN, MaUMICe . ... e Chéteauguay ..............c.coooiiin.. BQ
GUAY, MONIQUE . ..ottt e e e e Laurentides.......................... BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... ... Beauport—Montmorency—Orléans.... BQ
Harvey, ANAre ... .o Chicoutimi ..............cccvvvo.... PC
Jennings,Marlene .. ... .. Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine. .. ... Lib.
Lalonde, FranCine . .. ...t e Mercier .......c.coviiiiiiiii. BQ
Laurin ReNG . . ..o Joliette . ......... . BQ
Lavigne, Raymond . .. ... i Verdun—Saint—-Henri................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghiglain . . ... Chambly ................. ..ol BQ
LefebVre, REEaN . ... . Champlain .......................... BQ
Lincoln, CHfford . ........o Lac-Saint-Louis ..................... Lib.
LoUbIEr, YVAN Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot .. ............ BQ
Marceau, Richard . . ... Charlesbourg ........................ BQ
Marchand,Jean—Paul .......... ... .. QuébecEast ......................... BQ
Martin, Hon. Paul, Ministerof Finance ............. ... .. LaSadle—Emard ..................... Lib.
Massé, Hon. Marcel, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor

INfrastructure . .. ... o Hull—Aylmer ....................... Lib.
Ménard, REal .. ... Hochelaga—Maisonneuve. ............ BQ
Mercier, Paul . ... Terrebonne—Blainville............... BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food) (Fisheriesand  ggj|echasse— Etchemins—

OCEAMNS) . .. ettt Montmagny—L'Idlet ................. Lib.

Paradis, DENiS. . ... Brome—MissisQuOi .................. Lib.
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Patry, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern

DeveElOpmMEnt ... ... Pierrefonds—Dollard . ................ Lib.
Perron, GillEs—A. . ... Saint—Eustache—Sainte-Thérése. . ... .. BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre S., Minister of Human ResourcesDevelopment .............. Papineau—Saint-Denis............... Lib.
Picard, Pauling . . ... Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . . ...t e Richelieu............................ BQ
Price, David . ... Compton—Stanstead . ................ PC
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, Minister of Citizenshipand Immigration................. Westmount—Ville-Marie............. Lib.
ROChEIEAL, YVES . . oo Trois-Rivieres ....................... BQ
S8A08, JACOUES . . .ot eeea Brossard—LaPrairie.................. Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . .. ... .. Repentigny ...t BQ
St—HIlaire, Caroling . . . ..o Longueuil ......... ... ... ...l BQ
St-JaCqUES, DIANE . . . o Shefford .......... ... PC
SEIUHEN, GUY . . e e Abitibi ....... .. Lib.
Thibeault, Y olande, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committeesof theWhole . ... .... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... .. Lac-Saint=Jean ...................... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE . .. ... . o Rimouski—Mitis..................... BQ
TUrp, Daniel ... Beauharnois—Salaberry. .............. BQ
VENNE PIEITEE . ... Saint—Bruno—Saint—Hubert . .......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

Axworthy, Chris ... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar. . . . .. .. NDP
Balley, ROy ... Souris—MooseMountain ............. Ref.
BreitkreUuz, Garry . .. ... Yorkton—Melville................... Ref.
Goodale, Hon. Ralph E., Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsiblefor

theCanadianWheatBoard . . ....... ... ..o Wascana ..........coooviiiiiiii.... Lib.
Kerpan, Allan . . ... Blackstrap . ...l Ref.
Konrad, DErrek . ... PrinceAlbert ........................ Ref.
Laliberte, RIiCK . ... ChurchillRiver ...................... NDP
MOITISON, LB . . . CypressHills—Grasdands. ............ Ref.
NYStrom, HON. LOMNE ... . e QuAppdle.............oii NDP
Pankiw, JIM oo Saskatoon—Humboldt................ Ref.
Proctor, DIiCK . ... Paliser..........cooiii NDP
RItZ, GOy . Battlefords—Lloydminster ............ Ref.
S0lOMON, JONN . ..o Regina—Lumsden—LakeCentre ... ... NDP
VEIACO, MaUICE . . ..ot Wanuskewin. .............ccovinnn... Ref.

YUKON (1)

Hardy, LOUISE . . ... YUKON .o NDP
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(Asof February 13, 1998 — 1st Session, 36th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chairman: Guy St—Julien Vice-Chairmen:  John Finlay
Derrek Konrad
Claude Bachand David Iftody Judi Longfield Bernard Patry (16)
John Bryden Nancy Karetak—Lindell Grant McNally Mike Scott
Gordon Earle Gerad Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Bryon Wilfert
Ghidain Fournier
Associate Members
Cliff Breitkreuz Pierre de Savoye Maurice Godin John Maloney
René Canuel Reed Elley Rick Laliberte Maurice Vellacott
Bill Casey
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chairman: Joe McGuire Vice-Chairmen: Murray Calder
Jay Hill
Leon Benoit Jean-Guy Chrétien John Harvard Dick Proctor (16)
Paul Bonwick Denis Coderre Jake Hoeppner Paul Steckle
Rick Borotsik Odina Desrochers Larry McCormick Rose-Marie Ur
Gerry Byrne
Associate Members
Peter Adams Michelle Dockrill John Maloney John Solomon
Garry Breitkreuz Howard Hilstrom Lorne Nystrom Greg Thompson
Pierre Brien Allan Kerpan Denis Paradis Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Réjean Lefebvre Gilles Perron
CANADIAN HERITAGE
Chairman: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairmen: Jim Abbott
Mauril Bélanger
Paul Bonwick Wendy Lill Deepak Obhrai Jacques Saada (16)
Sarmite Bulte DennisMills Pat O’'Brien Caroline St-Hilaire
John Godfrey Mark Muise Jim Pankiw Suzanne Tremblay
Joe Jordan
Associate Members
André Bachand Antoine Dubé Rick Laliberte George Proud
Claude Bachand Maurice Dumas Francine Lalonde Carmen Provenzano
Carolyn Bennett Gordon Earle Eric Lowther Nelson Riis
Rick Borotsik Christiane Gagnon Peter G. MacKay Benoit Sauvageau
Cliff Breitkreuz Albina Guarnieri Inky Mark John Solomon
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Rey Pagtakhan Elsie Wayne
Denis Coderre David Iftody Louis Plamondon Bob Wood




18

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE INDUSTRY OF SPORT IN CANADA

Chairman: DennisMills
Jim Abbott Albina Guarnieri Pat O’Brien Nelson Riis 9
Denis Coderre Peter G. MacKay George Proud Suzanne Tremblay

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chairman: Stan Dromisky Vice-Chairs: Raymonde Folco
John Reynolds
Jean Augustine Louise Hardy John McKay MariaMinna (16)
Sarmite Bulte M. Sophia Leung Grant McNally Deepak Obhrai
Norman Doyle Steve Mahoney Réal Ménard Jacques Saada
Jocelyne Girard-Bujold
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Libby Davies Patrick Martin Diane St-Jacques
Pierre Brien Monique Guay Benoit Sauvageau Daniel Turp
ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Chairman: Charles Caccia Vice-Chairmen: Bill Gilmour
Gar Knutson
Sarkis Assadourian Aileen Carroll Roger Gallaway Karen Kraft Sloan (16)
Gérard Asselin Rick Casson John Herron Rick Laliberte
Bernard Bigras Yvon Charbonneau Joe Jordan David Pratt
Chuck Cadman
Associate Members

Peter Adams John Duncan Louise Hardy Nelson Riis
Hélene Alarie John Finlay Clifford Lincoln Benoit Sauvageau
Leon Benoit Paul Forseth John Maloney Peter Stoffer
Pierre Brien Maurice Godin David Price Stéphan Tremblay
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FINANCE
Chairman: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Monte Solberg
Paddy Torsney
Mark Assad David Iftody Gary Pillitteri Gerry Ritz (16)
Scott Brison Yvan Loubier Karen Redman Paul Szabo
Roger Gallaway Gilles Perron Nelson Riis Tony Valeri
Dick Harris
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Odina Desrochers Jason Kenney Lynn Myers
Rob Anders Nick Discepola Francine Lalonde Bob Nault
André Bachand Norman Doyle René Laurin Lorne Nystrom
Sue Barnes Antoine Dubé M. Sophia Leung Pauline Picard
Carolyn Bennett Raymonde Folco Peter MacKay Charlie Power
Rick Borotsik Joe Fontana Steve Mahoney Yves Rocheleau
Claudette Bradshaw John Herron Larry McCormick Alex Shepherd
Pierre Brien Dale Johnston Alexa McDonough John Solomon
Jocelyne G. Bujold Jim Jones Bob Mills
FISHERIES AND OCEANS
Chairman: George Baker Vice-Chairmen: Charles Hubbard
Gary Lunn
Yvan Bernier Nancy Karetak—Lindell Bill Matthews Yves Rocheleau (16)
John Duncan Gar Knutson Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle
Wayne Easter M. Sophia Leung Carmen Provenzano Peter Stoffer
Howard Hilstrom
Associate Members
Gilles Bernier Ghislain Fournier Philip Mayfield Mike Scott
René Canuel Bill Gilmour Svend Robinson Angela Vautour
Paul Forseth
FOREIGN AFFAIRSAND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Bob Mills
Sarkis Assadourian Maud Debien Denis Paradis Benoit Sauvageau (18)
Jean Augustine Raymonde Folco Charlie Penson Bob Speller
André Bachand Gurmant Grewal Julian Reed Daniel Turp
John Cannis Ted McWhinney Svend Robinson
Associate Members
Claude Bachand Aileen Carroll Keith Martin Karen Redman
Sue Barnes Monique Guay Paul Mercier Nelson Riis
Eugene Bellemare Joe Jordan Bob Nault Jacques Saada
Bill Blaikie Jason Kenney Lorne Nystrom John Solomon
Paul Bonwick Gary Lunn Deepak Obhrai Diane St-Jacques
Claudette Bradshaw Gurbax Malhi Charlie Power Pierrette Venne
Sarmite Bulte Richard Marceau George Proud Bryon Wilfert
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Chair: Colleen Beaumier
Jean Augustine Claudette Bradshaw Raymonde Folco Svend Robinson 9
Paul Bonwick Maud Debien Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques

SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,
TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chairman: Bob Speller
Bill Blaikie Sarmite Bulte Robert Nault Julian Reed 9
Scott Brison Raymonde Folco Charlie Penson Benoit Sauvageau

HEALTH
Chair: Beth Phinney Vice-Chairs: Elinor Caplan
Reed Elley
Carolyn Bennett Grant Hill Pauline Picard Maurice Vellacott (16)
Aileen Carroll Dan McTeague Greg Thompson Joseph Volpe
Claude Drouin Lynn Myers Rose-Marie Ur Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Maurice Dumas
Associate Members
Pierre Brien Antoine Dubé M. Sophia Leung Caroline St—Hilaire
Libby Davies Christiane Gagnon Keith Martin Paul Szabo
Pierre de Savoye Sharon Hayes Réal Ménard Stéphan Tremblay
Michelle Dockrill John Herron
HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES
Chairman: Reg Alcock Vice-Chairs: Bonnie Brown
Dale Johnston
Diane Ablonczy Brenda Chamberlain Jean Dubé Bob Nault (18)
Rob Anders Paul Créte Christiane Gagnon Stéphan Tremblay
Carolyn Bennett Libby Davies Albina Guarnieri Bryon Wilfert
Claudette Bradshaw Nick Discepola Larry McCormick
Associate Members

Yvan Bernier Reed Elley Inky Mark Lorne Nystrom
Pierre Brien Yvon Godin Patrick Martin Yves Rocheleau
Jocelyne G. Bujold Sharon Hayes Réal Ménard Diane St-Jacques
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral ~ Wendy Lill MariaMinna Angela Vautour

Antoine Dubé
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INDUSTRY
Chair: Susan Whelan Vice-Chairmen: Eugéne Bellemare
Werner Schmidt
Chris Axworthy Marlene Jennings Walt Lastewka Jim Pankiw (16)
Bonnie Brown Jim Jones Eric Lowther Janko Peri¢
Antoine Dubé Francine Lalonde lan Murray Alex Shepherd
Tony lanno
Associate Members
Peter Adams PierreBrien Jean Dubé Réal Ménard
Hélene Alarie Jocelyne G. Bujold Joe Fontana Nelson Riis
Carolyn Bennett Sarmite Bulte Christiane Gagnon Benoit Sauvageau
Bernard Bigras Chuck Cadman Rahim Jaffer John Solomon
Paul Bonwick Nick Discepola Philip Mayfield Peter Stoffer
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Shaughnessy Cohen Vice-Chairmen: Paul E. Forseth
John Maloney
Eleni Bakopanos Nick Discepola Peter MacKay John McKay (16)
Michel Bellehumeur Sheila Finestone Peter Mancini Jack Ramsay
Garry Breitkreuz Derek Lee Richard Marceau Andrew Telegdi
Paul DeVillers
Associate Members
Carolyn Bennett Christiane Gagnon Howard Hilstrom Svend Robinson
Cliff Breitkreuz Michel Guimond Allan Kerpan Caroline St—Hilaire
Pierre Brien Louise Hardy Keith Martin Diane St-Jacques
Chuck Cadman Dick Harris Réal Ménard Myron Thompson
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral  Sharon Hayes Mark Muise Stéphan Tremblay
Pierre de Savoye
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Chairman: Bill Graham Vice-Chair: Susan Whelan
Peter Adams Ray Bonin Derek Lee Beth Phinney (20)
Reg Alcock Charles Caccia Clifford Lincoln Brent St. Denis
George Baker Shaughnessy Cohen Gurbax Malhi Guy St—-Julien
Robert Bertrand Stan Dromisky Joe McGuire John Williams
Maurizio Bevilacqua Sheila Finestone
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Stéphane Bergeron Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral André Harvey
SUB-COMMITTEE ON BUDGET
Chairman: Bill Graham
Peter Adams Maurizio Bevilacqua Susan Whelan John Williams )

George S. Baker

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
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NATIONAL DEFENCE AND VETERANS AFFAIRS

Chairman: Robert Bertrand Vice-Chairmen:  Art Hanger
Bob Wood
Leon Benoit Judi Longfield David Pratt George Proud (16)
Hec Clouthier Pat O'Brien David Price John Richardson
Maurice Godin John O’ Rellly Dick Proctor Pierrette Venne
Peter Goldring
Associate Members
Pierre Brien Jim Hart Patrick Martin Daniel Turp
Denis Coderre John Maloney Bob Mills Elsie Wayne
Monique Guay Peter Mancini
NATURAL RESOURCES AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chairman: Brent St. Denis Vice-Chairmen: David Chatters
Ben Serré
Réginald Bélair Roy Cullen Jim Gouk Carmen Provenzano (16)
Gilles Bernier Pierre de Savoye Ovid Jackson Darrel Stinson
Jocelyne G. Bujold Yvon Godin Jerry Pickard Bob Wood
Gerry Byrne
Associate Members
Hélene Alarie Jean-Guy Chrétien Gerald Keddy Gilles Perron
Chris Axworthy Ghislain Fournier Derrek Konrad Nelson Riis
Bernard Bigras Bill Gilmour René Laurin Angela Vautour
Pierre Brien Jim Jones Réjean Lefebvre Maurice Vellacott
René Canuel
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS
Chairman: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Marlene Catterall
Chuck Strahl
George Baker Ken Epp Bob Kilger John Richardson (16)
Stéphane Bergeron Mac Harb Rey Pagtakhan John Solomon
Yvon Charbonneau André Harvey Carolyn Parrish Randy White
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Associate Members
Michel Bellehumeur Garry Breitkreuz Jay Hill Réal Ménard
Bill Blaikie Michelle Dockrill René Laurin Suzanne Tremblay
Don Boudria Norman Doyle Bill Matthews
SUB-COMMITTEE ON MEMBERS SERVICES
Chairman: Randy White
Garry Breitkreuz Norman E. Doyle Bob Kilger John Solomon (6)

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
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Chairman: Yvon Charbonneau
William Blaikie Normand E. Doyle Ken Epp Carolyn Parrish (6)
Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral

SUB-COMMITTEE ON THE SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE

Chairman: Bob Kilger
Stéphane Bergeron Don Boudria André Harvey Randy White (6)
Bill Blaikie

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
Chairman: John Williams Vice-Chairmen: Ivan Grose
Andrew Telegdi
Mark Assad Gurmant Grewal Steve Mahoney Lorne Nystrom 17)
Sue Barnes Mac Harb Philip Mayfield Rey Pagtakhan
Elinor Caplan Jason Kenney Lynn Myers Elsie Wayne
Odina Desrochers René Laurin
Associate Members
Roy Bailey Rick Casson Michel Guimond Gilles Perron
Garry Breitkreuz Bev Degjarlais Jim Jones Alex Shepherd
Scott Brison Michelle Dockrill Derrek Konrad Peter Stoffer
Jocelyne G. Bujold Antoine Dubé Denis Paradis
TRANSPORT
Chairman: Raymond Bonin Vice-Chairmen: Roy Cullen
Lee Morrison
Roy Bailey Bev Degjarlais lvan Grose Inky Mark (16)
Murray Calder Claude Drouin Michel Guimond Paul Mercier
John Cannis Joe Fontana Stan Keyes Carolyn Parrish
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Associate Members

Chris Axworthy Pierre Brien Ghislain Fournier Yves Rocheleau
Yvan Bernier Paul Créte Rick Laliberte Elsie Wayne
Rick Borotsik John Cummins John Maloney
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Joint—Chairmen:

Representing the Senate:

STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Philippe D. Gigantés
Gurbax Malhi

Joint Vice-Chairman: Philip Mayfield

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators

Roch Bolduc Richard J. Doyle Marlene Catterall Wendy Lill (23)

Eymard G. Corbin Jerahmiel S. Grafstein Hec Clouthier Paul Mercier

Mabel M. DeWare Louis J. Robichaud John Finlay Louis Plamondon
Deborah Grey David Price
Howard Hilstrom Karen Redman
Jim Karygiannis Jacques Saada
Raymond Lavigne Brent St. Denis

Associate Members
Libby Davies Maurice Dumas
OFFICIAL LANGUAGES
Joint Chairs: Sen. Rose-Marie Losier—Cool Joint Vice-Chairmen: Denis Coderre
Sheila Finestone Rahim Jaffer

Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators

Gérald A. Beaudoin Fernand Robichaud Eugéne Bellemare Ted McWhinney (25)

Jean—-Robert Gauthier Louis J. Robichaud Claudette Bradshaw Val Meredith

Noél A. Kinsella Lucie Pépin Cliff Breitkreuz Mark Muise
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Yvon Godin Louis Plamondon
Bob Kilger Suzanne Tremblay
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Associate Members

Pierre Brien Angela Vautour

Lorne Nystrom




Joint Chairs:

Representing the Senate:

25

SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Céline Hervieux—Payette Joint Vice-Chairman: Ted White

Derek Lee

Representing the House of Commons:

The Honourable Senators
Michael Cogger P. Derek Lewis John Bryden John Maloney (25)
MarisaBarth Ferretti Léonce Mercier Bill Casey Inky Mark
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William M. Kelly Ken Epp Lorne Nystrom
Marlene Jennings Alex Shepherd
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Gary Lunn Tom Wappel
Gurbax Malhi
Associate Members
Chris Axworthy Michel Guimond
Michel Bellehumeur Richard Marceau
SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE
CHILD CUSTODY AND ACCESS
Joint Chairs: Landon Pearson
Roger Gallaway

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Peter Bosa
Erminie J. Cohen
Anne C. Cools

Mabel M. DeWare
MarisaFerretti Barth
Duncan J. Jessiman

Eleni Bakopanos

Carolyn Bennett

Robert Bertrand

Madeleine Dalphond-Guiral
Sheila Finestone

Paul E. Forseth
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Denis Paradis
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The Speaker

HON. GILBERT PARENT
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MR. PETER MILLIKEN
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The Hon. Lloyd Axworthy
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TheHon. Paul Martin
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Accordingto precedence

PrimeMinister

Deputy Prime Minister

Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Transport

Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans

Minister of Natural Resourcesand Minister responsiblefor the Canadian
Wheat Board

Minister of Canadian Heritage
Minister for International Trade
Minister of Industry

Minister for International Cooperation and Minister responsiblefor
Francophonie

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Defence

President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsiblefor Infrastructure
Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Minister of Labour

Minister of the Environment

Minister of Public Worksand Government Services

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Minister of Veterans Affairsand Secretary of State (Atlantic Canada
OpportunitiesAgency)

Minister of Indian Affairsand Northern Devel opment

President of the Queen’ s Privy Council for Canada and Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs

Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
Leader of the Government in the Senate

Minister of Agriculture and Agri—Food

Minister of National Revenue

Solicitor General of Canada

Secretary of State (Children and Y outh)

Secretary of State(Asia—Pacific)

Secretary of State (Federal Office of Regiona Devel opment — Quebec)
Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) (Status of WWomen)
Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa)

Secretary of State (International Financial I nstitutions)

Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) (Western
EconomicDiversification)

Secretary of State (Parks)
Secretary of State (Agriculture and Agri—Food)(Fisheriesand Oceans)
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Rey D. Pagtakhan
Ted McWhinney
Stan Keyes
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John Godfrey
Julian Reed
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Tony Valeri

John Richardson
Ovid L. Jackson
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Joseph Volpe
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George Proud
Bernard Patry
Paul DeVillers

Robert D. Nault
Peter Adams
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Nick Discepola
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Intergovernmental Affairs

to Minister of Human Resources Devel opment

to Leader of the Government in the House of Commons
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to Minister of National Revenue
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