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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Friday, June 8, 2001

The House met at 10 am.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1005)
[English]

FARM CREDIT CORPORATION ACT

Hon. Robert Thibault (for the Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food) moved that Bill C-25, an act to amend the Farm Credit
Corporation Act and to make consequential amendments to other
acts, be read the third time and passed.

Mr. Larry McCormick (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to begin third reading debate today with regard to Bill C-25, which
amends the Farm Credit Corporation Act of 1993. These amend-
ments would enable Farm Credit Corporation to continue its
tradition of anticipating the changing needs of agriculture with
innovative products and services. The main focus of the FCC
remains the same: to save and work with Canadian farm families.

Canadian farmers are well known for their resourcefulness,
flexibility and determination to succeed in the long term. They
need a financial ingtitution that shows the same flexibility and
commitment to change with their evolving needs.

For 41 years Farm Credit Corporation has been the nationa
financia institution that has consistently identified emerging
needs, specifically, to work with and save Canadian family farms
and farm families as well as to introduce needed services to address
the gaps wherever they are in agriculture.

These new amendments would allow FCC to continue this
tradition. The federal government has created these anendments to
ensure the continued relevancy of the act. It is very relevant to all
of these family farms. After review by the standing committee, the

amendments remain unchanged. | will briefly review the major
amendments.

The first amendment would change the name of Farm Credit
Corporation to farm credit Canada. In French it would change from
Société du crédit agricole to Financement agricole Canada. This
change reflects the corporation’s mandate to serve rural Canada as
afedera crown. Adding the word Canadato the corporation’s name
also demonstrates the federal government’s ongoing commitment
to rural Canadians.

Another key amendment would allow FCC to offer business
services to producers either directly or through partnerships.
Producers would have access to the broad range of business
services they need to succeed in a competitive environment. The
new legisation would enable FCC to offer equity financing to
producers and farm related businesses. Many farming and farm
related operations need access to equity as well as term financing.
In fact, rural communities cannot develop local value added
agricultural industries without venture and equity capital.

An important amendment to the act would allow FCC to provide
financial services to farm related businesses that benefit agricul-
ture. Currently the corporation can lend only to businesses that are
majority farmer owned. By extending services to more farm related
businesses, FCC would help rural economies grow and would
create jobs in rural communities. These are the key amendments
directly impacting producers and farm related business.

Before beginning the amendments process, | asked FCC to
consult the industry it serves, and | know the minister worked with
it too. It is amazing, but the corporation realy did its work. It met
with more than 100 agricultural and financial industry groups last
year to get their input. It met with more than 400 people to talk
about what the bill would deliver to Canadian farm and farm
families.

In general, the agricultural groups consulted were very support-
ive of the proposed changes. However, some producer organiza-
tions expressed the concern that FCC should continue to
concentrate on serving the needs of producers. As a result, we
created an amendment specifically to address this concern. The
amendment states that the primary producers would continue to be
the main focus of FCC's activities. Again, we consulted with
producer groups in developing this amendment.
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The corporation has along tradition of consulting the agricultur-
al industry to identify the needs. When the Canadian Federation of
Agriculture told FCC that beginning farmers need more financia
options, FCC listened. In 1998 it introduced agri-start loans to help
young farm families build successful farming operations. The
lending volume in the past few years tells us that agri-start
addresses areal and compelling need. Since it was first introduced
agri-start has generated amost 1,300 loans at a value of $134
million.

In 1999, a hog producer near Brandon, Manitoba came to FCC
with an idea and FCC listened. Why not offer alending product that
allows hog producers flexible payment options so they can make it
through the price downturns in the industry that exist today? To
address this identified need, FCC designed the flexi-hog loan last
spring. Since then, lending for this loan has amounted to $20
million.

® (1010)

In the year 2000, many Quebec producers signed up for a
provincial subsidy program to help them adapt their waste manage-
ment facilities to meet current environmental standards. FCC
created the enviro-loan, which enables producers to make the
upgrades and pay off the loan when they receive the subsidy at the
end of the project. The enviro-loan is now available across Canada.

At FCC innovation is not confined to products and services. FCC
is at the forefront of a growing movement in agriculture to enter
partnerships to give customers more comprehensive solutions.

In the past severa years FCC has built a network of 27 partners
to offer more comprehensive financial packages to producers and
to farm related businesses. FCC works with agriculture based
businesses including input suppliers, livestock brokers and a
national network of equipment dealers. FCC partners with public
sector financial ingtitutions such as the Business Development
Bank of Canada and the Alberta Financial Services Corporation.
The corporation also works with private sector institutions such as
credit unions and is very successful with this across the country.

In March FCC announced an innovative partnership with private
and public sector organizations to help farmers with life cycle
planning. AgriSuccess is a joint initiative that offers seminars and
online information to help producers to address long term planning
issues. The initiative increases access to business planning services
throughout rural Canada.

The amendments we are discussing today would position FCC to
continue in its role as a catalyst and innovator. Through FCC,
producers and farm related businesses would be able to access the
range of services they require no matter where they live in rural
Canada.

FCC recognizes that the future of farming is linked to the growth
of the value added sector in agriculture. This new legislation would
position FCC to support the future growth of this sector.

The spirit of innovation and entrepreneurship is aive and well in
agriculture today. What the industry requires is a financial institu-
tion that understands the needs of agriculture and acts as a partner
to support future growth and success. Certainly, as one of the
farmers here in this Chamber is saying, part of this successis dueto
the people who work for FCC in the more than 100 offices across
the country. These people most often have farm related back-
grounds and are very close to their communities.

FCC has served that purpose for 41 years. These anendments
would help ensure that FCC continues to contribute relevant
solutions to agriculture for many years to come.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—Interlake, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, in essence what Bill C-25 would do is expand
the mandate of the Farm Credit Corporation. We in the Canadian
Alliance, and | as a farmer from Manitoba, support the FCC.
Certainly it is a vehicle that the federal government has used over
the years to implement federal government policy where the FCC
is ableto provide a service that is not being provided by the private
sector.

We in the Canadian Alliance are still concerned that this
expansion will take away from and provide unfair competition to
lending institutions like the credit unions as well as farmers, the
primary producers, who now have to compete not only with each
other in the immediate farming sector, but also with those beyond
the primary producer level.

We all know that when lending institutions, including the Farm
Credit Corporation, look at who they lend money to they look at the
cashflow of the borrower. As it is now with the farm income
situation in Canada in many sectors and in many commodities, it
may well turn out that the cashflow is insufficient in farmers
primary production, and the money will end up flowing from the
Farm Credit Corporation to the agribusinesses as opposed to the
farmers. Then where will the farmers get credit?

By extending FCC's lending abilities beyond primary produc-
tion, the bill would put FCC into direct competition with private
lending institutions and would overlap with other government
institutions such as the Business Development Bank.

® (1015)

The federal government has various vehicles that are necessary
to deliver credit to value added businesses and industrial com-
plexes. However if farmers do not hold primary ownership, the
Farm Credit Corporation to a large extent will turn into another
Business Development Bank of Canada.
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We in the official opposition attempted to correct the problems
through amendments to the legislation both at the committee level
and during report stage. For example, we brought forward an
amendment which would have limited lending to businesses not
directly related to primary production.

The amendment, defeated by the government at committee,
would have addressed one of our primary concerns, that FCC
would shift its focus away from primary production to non-farm
businesses. The amendment would have ensured that the needs of
farmers do not become secondary to business lending by FCC.

FCC has stated that it will continue to focus on primary
producers. That is fine and dandy but it is just an intention. We
tried to have the legidation reflect and put on parameters and
outside limits as to where FCC could go with its lending. Right now
itisvirtualy unlimited. The legislation did not define who primary
producers were. We tried to define that with our amendment but it
was defeated.

Farm Credit Corporation has stated that 80% of its internal goal
will go to primary producers. It should therefore not have objected
to putting the limit into legislation. Why would it not agree to put it
in legidation? It obviousdy wants to ensure it will be totally
unhindered if it decides to move away from the primary producer
and move its primary lending to agribusiness beyond the farm gate.

We also brought forward an amendment that would have limited
FCC’s ability to provide lease financing to primary producers only.
The amendment would have helped ensure that the focus of FCC
remained on primary producers. It would aso have limited the
government’s ability to directly undercut private financial institu-
tions in the lucrative lease market.

Here we get into the issue of unfair competition by a government
agency which has al the advantages because it is insulated to a
large degree from market forces. FCC has unrestricted ability to
undercut private financial institutions. Under the World Trade
Organization, this type of unfair activity breaches trade rules and
there are mechanisms by which it can be rectified. Internally in
Canada | do not know that there is anything that can control
government misuse of Farm Credit Corporation’s abilities.

The official opposition also brought forward an amendment that
would have limited FCC's abhility to provide equity financing only
to businesses whose majority owners were primary producers. The
amendment would have helped ensure that the primary focus of
FCC remained on farming operations.

It is disturbing that every attempt to guarantee through law that
FCC remain focused on farmers has been rejected by the corpora-
tion and the government.

Some have expressed concern that farmers may pay higher
interest rates to cover the increased risk associated with equity
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financing. Our amendment limiting equity financing only to
businesses owned by farmers would have reduced that risk.

Others in the business world have expressed concern that the
changes to the Farm Credit Corporation would alow the govern-
ment to use FCC to bail out large, even multinational, agriculture
businesses. Here again there is nothing to restrict the FCC from
taking that kind of action.

® (1020)

We will have a potential return to the situation of the early 1990s
when the taxpayer of Canada had to put close to $900 million into
the Farm Credit Corporation to get it back on its feet. That kind of
exposure without limits only serves to increase the exposure of the
Canadian taxpayer who is aready heavily overtaxed by the govern-
ment and always on the hook for its misuse and waste of money.

Our amendment would have allowed FCC to help develop
farmer driven, value added processing but would have limited its
ability to lend to large agribusinesses such as grain companies.

The Farm Credit Corporation has repeatedly stated that its focus
will be on small and medium sized businesses that directly help
improve the financial outlook for farmers. It therefore should have
had no objection to our amendment. However, the defeat of our
attempts to put this stated goal into law brings into question the
government’s commitment to keeping FCC's lending focused on
small and medium sized businesses and it gives farmers another
reason for concern.

The official opposition made another attempt to keep FCC
focused on farmers by bringing forward an amendment to Bill C-25
which would have limited the size of loans FCC could provide to
businesses not owned by farmers.

Again, if the FCC is committed to primarily lending to farmers
why would it object to the amendment? Why would the govern-
ment object to the amendment if it had no intention of changing the
focus of the Farm Credit Corporation without coming back to
parliament?

We aso brought forward two amendments at report stage that
would have ensured that the Farm Credit Corporation complemen-
ted the services already provided by private financial institutions
and crown corporations. Credit unions have testified before the
agriculture committee that the Farm Credit Corporation has aready
undertaken predatory pricing actions. An example was cited from
the Niagara region of Ontario.

One credit union told the committee how FCC deliberately
lowered the interest rate to farmers after it learned that the rate
provided by the credit union was better than the government rate.
The credit union people came before our committee and their
testimony isin the committee minutes. It is factual. They said it.
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They were not being dishonest with us. They were reporting the
facts as they saw them in the business world.

This might have helped one or two farmers at the time, but what
happens after the government forces credit unions out of business?
Maybe in the Niagara region there is not much concern about the
issue but | can tell hon. members that in many small towns in the
maritimes and on the prairies it is very tenuous as to whether a
town can keep a credit union or a big bank because the business
volume is not there to keep them going.

The Farm Credit Corporation is expanding and taking predatory
action that could cause small towns to lose their banks or credit
unions. That would be devastating to many towns and communi-
ties.

The original wording of Bill C-25 would have formalized the
Farm Credit Corporation’s ability to own and lease land. The Farm
Credit Corporation has stated that this is not the intent of the
amendment. It claims that the leasing provisions are for equipment
but this was not made clear in the legislation.

We brought forward amendments at the committee and report
stages of the bill that would have corrected the problem. It is not
appropriate for the federal government to be an owner of Canadian
farmland. Allowing the Farm Credit Corporation to permanently
hold and lease land could result in Canadian government holdings
influencing the market value of farmland.

Allowing FCC to permanently hold and lease land would also
have provided the corporation an incentive not to pursue every
possible means to allow farmers experiencing financial difficulty
to stay on the land. In short, the bill could provide FCC an incentive
to prematurely foreclose on Canadian farmland.

® (1025)

Even under the current legislation, the FCC has significant land
holding ability. In the year 2000, the FCC owned over 360,000
acres. Ninety-five per cent of that land was in Saskatchewan, the
province hardest hit by the farm income crisis.

| am pleased that the government has agreed to the amendment
to restrict the amount of time the Farm Credit Corporation can hold
on to land acquired as a result of foreclosures and other means.
Under the amendment, such land would be disposed of within five
years of acquisition.

If the farming community and everyone €else could rely on the
good intentions of government, we would probably not have
problems with a lot of the bills but governments over the years
have often demonstrated changes of attitude to the good intentions
they have brought out in legislation and promised in elections. That
is why legislation must be framed and drafted so that it is clear

what the government intends to do, in this case with the extension
of credit primarily in the area of agriculture and agribusiness.

It is strange that the corporation and the government did not
agree to defining primary producer and setting limits to ensure that
the focus remains on the primary producer. That is what we are
asking for in the bill. We did not get it, and that is why we are
opposing the bill. | guess in the end we must rely on the good
graces and good conduct of the federal government and hope it
does not misuse the lending authority of the Farm Credit Corpora-
tion.

[Translation]

Mr. Marcel Gagnon (Champlain, BQ): Madam Speaker, it is
with pleasure that | rise to speak to this bill, which is so important
for the development of agriculture, | believe.

This brings back memories, since | worked al my life in
agriculture. | know to what extent financing for agriculture was
lacking in the past. | also know to what extent this financing played
a mgjor role in the development of our farms.

| have always great respect for family farms and | have always
worked hard to promote them. When | was involved in Quebec’s
farm union movement, family farming was defined as an operation
providing work for a single person work unit, that isaman and his
family, or a woman and her family.

Today, with the development of agricultural technology, we
know that the definition of family farming is no longer the same. It
is definitely much broader because in the past a farm that was
valued at, say, a quarter of amillion dollars, was a big farm. Now,
some farms are valued at $3 million or $4 million dollars.

So, the Farm Credit Corporation Act has played a mgjor role in
the development of agriculture and it is normal to review it and to
adjust it as needs evolve. The hill provides that, from now on, the
Farm Credit Corporation will provide financing to businesses that
are upstream or downstream from primary agriculture or tradition-
al farms.

This could involve financing for the processing of products and
for the commodities used in agriculture. This is where | begin to
have some concerns.

 (1030)

It may be acceptable to modernize agriculture, but what is a
cause for concern is the fact that farms have become so large and so
specialized that we have in many instances completely lost the
concept of the family farm. Increasingly, agriculture is becoming
highly industrialized.

Although | realize that we cannot stop this trend completely, |
am not sure that it is necessarily good for the community as a
whole. For example, one need only think of the concentrated
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livestock operations and the pollution problems they will cause,
and in fact already have caused, for the water supply. There have
been incidents in Ontario and there will be others elsewhere. We
have seen how a single farm can contaminate the water supply of a
whole town.

When it comes to financing for these major agri-businesses,
particularly when one thinks of their effects on the immediate
vicinity, | feel we should take a few more precautions. Why | am
opposed to this bill? Because, in my opinion, it means opening
things up too far without taking any basic precautions.

In the parliamentary committee, the Canadian Alliance and the
Bloc Quebecois suggested amendments aimed at trying to set some
conditions for the credit the bill proposes to offer to agri-busi-
nesses. We are far from the family farm type of operation. We have
been told that the Farm Credit Corporation has already lent $20
million to a single company. We wanted the Farm Credit Corpora-
tion to be limited to $5 million, with our amendment.

We were told, and | can see the minister opposite saying he
agrees with this to some extent, it was what the government
wanted. However the problem with this government is that we have
to trust itsintentions. If the government really intends this, why did
it not indicate it in the bill? It could have done so at least for a
period of time, the time needed to see whether the intent was really
there and whether the government would act.

To my way of thinking, this is an important matter. If you are
going to provide financing for megabusinesses, it means that the
family business is on the point of disappearing. That would be a
real shame. Perhaps a way should be found to revive it at least, for
example in specialty farming. We should make an effort to keep
this type of business, which ensures a sort of food safety, security
for Quebecers and Canadians.

These businesses are therefore on the brink of extinction. With
almost unlimited financing, upstream or downstream, clearly the
end of family type farms is in sight.

Another point | want to raise is that we were told that just about
everyone in Quebec approved the improvements to the Farm Credit
Corporation. We have |learned that the UPA, the labour organization
representing all of Quebec’s farmers, has serious concerns along
the lines | have just mentioned.

That means that we were misled, when we were told that the
government had checked with the UPA. It would also like guide-
lines and parametersin the bill. | think that when the UPA speaks, it
speaks for Quebec's farmers. It is a highly credible organization
and regarded as such.

Quebec’s caisses populaires are aso concerned. The Canadian
Alliance member mentioned that the FCC is competing with big
financial corporations. What we must remember is that, when the
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Farm Credit Corporation makes a loan, it includes a little of our
money. There is a bit of usin it, as we say. This comes out of our
taxes for the purpose of supporting farming.

® (1035)

However the idea is not to compete with a bank or a caisse
populaire, for example, because it would not make any sense to use
our tax dollars for that purpose. We would be competing against the
private sector, which makes no sense.

When loans of $5, $10, $15 or $20 million are made to a single
business, who are we competing with? The private sector. The
minister mentioned that the caisses were a bit dubious, but it was
more than a hit.

We do not want the Farm Credit Corporation using public funds
to compete with the private sector. We are told that thereis no risk,
that that is not what they want to do. If it is not what they intend to
do, if there is no risk, why not say so in the bill so that everyone
will feel safer?

It iswith regret that | oppose thisbill. As| said earlier, the Farm
Credit Corporation is a basic tool for farmers and for the develop-
ment of agriculture, but it should not become a risk. It should not
go too far and be too quick to rush into helping out megafarms.
Time should be taken to study what is being produced.

With the concentrations of livestock and production, time should
be taken to consider the direction being taken. The regulation also
needs to be adjusted and more emphasis placed on research into
such areas as environmental protection.

For these reasons, | will be voting against the bill at third
reading. Since it is never too late to do the right thing, my party is
calling on the government to include in the bill the safeguards we
are requesting for everyone's sake.

[English]

Mr. Dick Proctor (Palliser, NDP): Madam Speaker, | am rising
today to speak to third reading of Bill C-25, an act to amend the
Farm Credit Corporation Act. | intend to be brief because we dealt
with this at report stage yesterday. | made an intervention at that
time and | have no intention of repeating myself.

The major provisions of the bill would allow the Farm Credit
Corporation, soon to be called farm credit Canada, to lend money
to farm related businesses not owned by farmers, in other words by
agribusiness, and extend equity financing to producers and farm
related businesses.

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture, as | mentioned yester-
day, supported the bill in committee. | failed to mention at that time
that the Canadian Cattlemen’s Association also supported the bill.
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Both groups indicated that more financing and more equity
financing was required and, in particular, the Canadian Federation
of Agriculture was confident that the primary producers would
remain the primary focus for farm credit Canada.

Credit Union Central of Canada was not opposed to the bill so
long as it complemented its work in the community. We endea-
voured to have an amendment added to the bill to ensure that this
kind of complementary activity worked. We were not successful
but it was not for lack of effort.

In my legislative report, | said that the only farm group opposed
to the bill was the National Farmers Union. The Canadian Bankers
Association was also opposed. It indicated that a broader mandate
would allow farm credit Canada to compete unfairly with private
lenders.

We heard yesterday, and just now from Bloc Quebecois repre-
sentatives, that the UPA in Quebec, which represents Quebec
farmers, have said that it has serious reservations about the bill. It
is unfortunate that the UPA did not come before the Standing
Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food when we had the debate
so that it could have informed the committee of its reservations.

® (1040)

At least one group from Quebec was present, a group that
purported to deal with a number of co-operatives in that province.
Overall it was supportive of the change in the mandate of Farm
Credit Canada.

We heard this morning from both the Canadian Alliance and the
Bloc Quebecois in committee. The objections to the bill were based
on two major issues: first, to what extent a business has to be
involved in farming to be considered a business related to farming
and, second, with the changes to the mandate of Farm Credit
Canada, how much of the corporations lending activities may be
transferred from the primary producer to agribusiness.

In 1995 the FCC board of directors set the maximum loan size at
$20 million. We were advised that less than 2% of the current loans
in the portfolio of the corporation exceed $1 million.

Currently primary producers are about 94% of the FCC's overall
clientele. With the proposed changes FCC president, John Ryan,
anticipates that this would change to about 80%. There would be a
change over the next five years as it grows and moves out into this
emerging field. Some 20% of its lending would be to farm related
enterprises.

| listened with some care to points that were made this morning
by my colleague on the agriculture committee from the Canadian
Alliance as well as by the member from the Bloc Quebecois. The

Alliance member was concerned that the Farm Credit Corporation
was intruding into the marketplace. Whereas | believe in  many
parts of rural Canada there is not an explosion of choice when it
comesto lending institutions. It is just the reverse. Thereisless and
less choice.

For example, in the province of Saskatchewan a number of small
banks have recently gone out of business. In most cases the local
credit union has taken over those operations. It is not that there is
too much choice among lending institutions. It is that there is not
enough choice. That was recognized by two Saskatchewan mem-
bers who sit in the Canadian Alliance who | noted voted against
their party’s recommendation on the bill yesterday at third reading.

There is no doubt the primary focus will continue to remain on
primary producers. There are times when Farm Credit Canada will
probably have more land than it would want to hold on to,
depending on the ups and downs and the cyclical nature of the
agricultural industry. We saw no evidence that it is interested in
getting into the landholding business in any serious way.

The Bloc Quebecois, which incidentally voted in favour of it at
second reading but appears to have changed its mind, indicates that
the gates are being opened too wide. However there is an ongoing
revolution in agriculture across the country. We are trying to get
more value added on the prairies and elsewhere. In order to do that
we will have to take some initiative, break some new ground, get
out there and encourage value added. Farm Credit Canadais one of
the tools in the kit that we could use.

The New Democratic Party supports the changes and will be
voting in favour of the bill at third reading.

® (1045)

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Madam Speaker, it is a pleasure for me to rise and pose a
question to my hon. NDP colleague from Palliser.

| listened very carefully to the speeches of al hon. members. |
was a full time farmer for about 20 years on a family farm which
eventually grew, through good management and alot of hard work
on the part of my family and myself, to the size of 3,000 acresin
the Peace River country of British Columbia. In fact, my brother
still farms the farm.

Having that background, one of the things that concerns me with
Bill C-25iswhat | see asareturn to equity financing. Farms across
Canada, particularly in western Canada, got into a lot of trouble
back in the eighties when | was actively farming. One big problem
was rather than base financing on cash flow, in other words whether
the farmer could actually service the debt that he or she was
carrying, the Farm Credit Corporation at that time and banks
pushed financing to the farmers based on an inflated value for their
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land. When land values plummeted, farmers could not maintain
their loans and the land was eventually repossessed by the lending
institutions, including the Farm Credit Corporation, which ended
up owning vast amounts of land in western Canada.

If we return to equity financing, what concerns me is we could
see asimilar situation develop in the future. The redlity isthe value
of the land is of no consequence to a farmer if he stays in the
business of farming. It is only what the land can produce and the
money that can be turned over in order to service the farmer’s debt
on a yearly basis.

Is that concern echoed by the NDP and by the member for
Palliser? | know he has been the agricultural critic for his party for
quite some time and has a lot of background in this industry. It
certainly concerns me when | hear these things.

Mr. Dick Proctor: Madam Speaker, yesit does concern me. The
member has raised a good point. However | feel that there has been
a significant change, not only within the Farm Credit Corporation
but also among lending institutions themselves. There has been a
dramatic shift since the late 1980s when equity financing began,
which was the reference point that the member gave in his remarks.

I have talked with lending institutions in and around my riding.
A lot more attention is being paid now to files and loans, and more
managers are managing those files to make sure that people are not
in agreat dea of difficulty. The 1980s was perhaps more |aissez-
faire, and not as much attention was paid to the files of farmers.

Even though we have a very steep downturn in the agricultura
economy, when | talk to FCC, the banks and credit unions | have
been told that the files of farmers who are in serious trouble are
remaining relatively stable and are being managed more carefully
than they were at the reference point that the member indicated.

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
listened with interest to my colleague's reply to the Alliance
question and the fact that the Alliance member referred to his
family farm. We dl think the family farm is something which is
very important and one of the bases of the farming economy, in part
because it is the type of farming which produces farmers. Thisisa
very specia thing.

We on this side are strong supporters of the Farm Credit
Corporation, and we look forward to it having strengthened rolesin
the future.

Could my colleague explain to me why in the debate on this
topic yesterday the Alliance tried to take the family farm out of the
terms of reference of the legislation? What are his views on that?
Does he think, as the Alliance did yesterday, that the family farm
should be removed from explicit mention in the legislation?

Government Orders
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Mr. Dick Proctor: Madam Speaker, there might be an opportu-
nity later to ask the Alliance why it did that. | will simply restrict
my comments to say that the family is an integral part of the fabric
of the country and hopefully will continue to remain so for along
time. That is the assurance frankly that we were given by Mr. Ryan
and other representatives from Farm Credit Corporation when it
was before the committee to explain why it was requesting the
change in the mandate.

The NDP certainly has always been a strong proponent of the
family farm and will continue be so for the foreseeable future.

Mr. Howard Hilstrom (Selkirk—Interlake, Canadian Al-
liance): Madam Speaker, | cannot believe the deception that is
being laid out here today by Liberal members and the NDP member
who just spoke.

The Canadian Alliance amendments, as | said in my speech in
the House a mere 20 minutes ago, were designed to keep the focus
of Farm Credit Corporation squarely on primary producers and the
family farm.

The organic farmers of Canada came here from western Canada,
from his province of Saskatchewan and said they would value add,
that they had been value adding, to make their farms prosper
without subsidies. They said it was the Liberal government and
NDP people, especialy the NDP parties, that were saying the
Canadian Wheat Board had to be a monopoly, that they were the
ones who were saying keep the wheat board and the thumb down on
farmers.

Would the member stand up right now and free up farmers so
they can market outside the Canadian Wheat Board? Would he
stand up and talk about it?

Mr. Dick Proctor: Madam Speaker, | will not talk about the
Canadian Wheat Board today because we are talking about the
Farm Credit Corporation. There are other opportunities to deal with
the board. An effective member such as the member for Selkirk—
Interlake ought to know that.

It is interesting to a number of us that two rural members from
Saskatchewan chose to vote against the Canadian Alliance yester-
day on this issue. That speaks for itself.

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Madam Speaker, it isa
pleasure to rise in the House to speak to third reading of Bill C-25
and to represent our PC agricultura critic, the member for Bran-
don—Souris.

| talked to the member and he wanted to go through a chronology
of events on how it evolved in Canadian history from 1927 to the
present date. | think there were five or six pages, which | will leave
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out of my speech today. However, abrief chronology is certainly in
line.

The FCC, Farm Credit Corporation, was created on October 5,
1959, by the Diefenbaker Conservative government when the
Farm Credit Act was proclaimed into law. It provided a consistent
source of lending services that farmers could rely on through al the
economic cycles, the ups and downs of the economic cycles. At the
time the corporation was mandated to provide one product at one
rate. First, it was mortgages to farmers to a maximum loan of
$20,000.

® (1055)

During the first 34 years the Farm Credit Corporation and the
Farm Credit Act went through many evolutions to keep step with
the agriculture industry. In 1968 farming corporations became
eligible for farm credit loans and loan limits increased to $150,000
in 1975. The 1982 amendments to the act led to the introduction of
more loan product and the FCC made its debut on capital markets.

In 1993 the Farm Credit Act was replaced with the Farm Credit
Corporation Act, which expanded the mandate of the FCC to better
respond to the needs of the agriculture sector. Farm Credit Corpo-
ration could now offer producers financing to purchase or improve
farmland and buildings, buy persona property for farming pur-
poses and consolidate debts. It enabled the corporation to support
value added production by providing financing for diversified
enterprises on and off the farm.

This act helped bring the FCC in sync with the changing
marketplace. The Farm Credit Corporation’s loan portfolio has
grown since those days from $3.4 billion in 1993 when the act was
introduced to $6 billion today.

Today this crown corporation services 44,000 customers, has
900 employees and 100 offices across Canada.

It is important to understand that little chronology of events
because what that tells us is the Farm Credit Corporation, from its
introduction in 1959 by the Diefenbaker government, recognizes
the needs and wants of farmers, and the agriculture community has
responded and changed its situation, its portfolios and the services
that it offers to accommodate changing times.

From 1984 to 1993 specifically, the Progressive Conservative
government of the day improved the way the Farm Credit Corpora-
tion was managed. We brought in the Farm Credit Corporation
equity building plan in 1990 to allow farmers to extend their leases
and buyback land once they were on firmer financial ground. We
moved the head office of Farm Credit Corporation to Regina, so it
could be closer to those who used it the most. We passed a bill to
expand the role of the Farm Credit Corporation alowing it to make
loans to farmers who wanted to diversify their operations.

All these things were asked for by the agriculture community,
and the Conservative government of the day responded to the
wishes of the community.

There are a few mgjor elements of Bill C-25. One, it would
change the name to Farm Credit Canada. The mandate of the FCC
would be expanded from financial services to farming operations
and businesses related to farming to aso include business services
and products to such enterprises.

Farm Credit Corporation would have the authority to provide
loans to businesses relating to farming in both cases where the
business was majority owned by farmers and when it was not, quite
significantly changing the mandate of the Farm Credit Corporation.

There is specific provision in the bill to emphasize the focus of
the Farm Credit Corporation activities on farming operations
including family farms. The FCC would be given authority to
incorporate, amalgamate and dissolve subsidiaries. It would aso
provide lease financing for assets used or to be used in a farming
operation or a business related to farming.

The Farm Credit Corporation would be given the authority to
acquire and dispose of equity interests in farming operations or in
businesses related to farming. The president of the FCC would be
designated as its CEO and provision would be made for the
appointment of an acting president and an acting chairperson when

necessary.

The bill does not come to the House without some criticisms and
it is only fair to mention some of those criticisms here today.

First, the name change is unnecessary and costly. It is certainly
our belief that the minister is looking for a legacy for years of
failed federal leadership in supporting agriculture from this gov-
ernment.

The bill has the potential to unnecessarily compete directly with
credit unions and banks. We are not sure that will happen but the
potential is there. The purpose of the FCC is to provide lending to
farmers specifically, not to equipment dealers, wheat pools, for
example the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool or any other wheat pool.

® (1100)

Although the bill expands lending powers of the Farm Credit
Corporation, farmers do not need more debt at the present time.
While the federal budgets for agriculture have been cut since 1993
by 65%, the total farm debt in Canada has increased by 44% since
1994. Statistics Canada and Revenue Canada statistics in 1999
report that the average farm debt in the country is $135,000.
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STATEMENTSBY MEMBERS

[English]

KIDNEY DISEASE

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | present-
ed petitions from thousands of people urging Canadian participa-
tion in research to develop a bioartificial kidney. Thisis a device
for those who cannot be helped by kidney transplants or dialysis.

In the United States, this research is reaching the human tria
stage. While kidney research in generd is very active in Canada
and has received additional funds, the bioartificial work is not
active here.

Those who signed my petitions urge that organizations and
individual researchers in Canada move to rectify this and consider
co-operating with their U.S. counterparts.

| thank kidney researchers in Ottawa who responded to this by
meeting with U.S. scientists recently. We wish them luck in their
research. Ken Sharp of Peterborough, who initiated the petitions,
wishes to thank all those who helped him raise awareness of this
type of research. CPAC recently produced a film highlighting
Ken's crusade. He can be reached through my office and | thank
him.

SENIOR CITIZENS

Mr. Larry Spencer (Regina—L umsden—L ake Centre, Cana-
dian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, Canadian seniors are supposed to be
living their golden years, yet for many seniorsin our country rising
utility rates are posing a serious burden on their limited and fixed
incomes.

Back in my riding, many seniors have conveyed to me their
concerns about having fixed incomes yet having to deal with
constantly rising utility rates. This needs to be addressed. The
Canadian Alliance believes that not one senior in the country
should be in distress because of alack of services or support. We on
this side of the House care about seniors.

The Prime Minister, being a senior himself, certainly cares about
his pension and demonstrated his uncanny ability to ensure that his
pension grows at a much faster rate by passing legislation in record
time.

It istime that the Prime Minister addressed the issues that matter
to other Canadian seniors. Perhaps he could do this with as much
zeal and haste as he has used in addressing his own pay raise and
pension.

S0.31

ITALIAN RELAY TEAM

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.): Mr. Spesker, last
Monday the Italian Relay Team for Peace, Friendship and Solidari-
ty arrived in Ottawa as part of its relay run across Canada. The
team, which consists of 24 athletes and 16 support staff, began its
run in Vancouver on May 22 and ended on June 5 in Montreal.

Other runs have taken place in Piacenza, Italy; Moscow; Los
Angeles, New York; and most recently in Sydney, Austraia in
1999.

Here in Ottawa the team was welcomed by the Association
Emilia Romagna which represents Italian Canadians from Parma,
Piacenza, Bologna and Modena.

From all of Canada to the Italian relay team | wish them Tanti
aguri.

June 10 through June 17 marks the celebration of Italian Week.
On behaf of al of the communities | want to say congratulations
on this great celebration and invite everyone to go to Preston Street
and enjoy the Italian hospitality.

* k% %
[Translation]

VIETNAM

Mr. Irwin Cotler (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | recently
met with the directors of Democracy for Vietnam, Drs. Lam Thu
Van and Truong Minh-Dung, who shared with me their concerns
for three recent cases of religious repression in Vietnam.

First, Tadeus Nguyen Van Ly, a Catholic priest, was imprisoned
for caling for religious freedom for the people of Vietnam, and
there has been no news of him since.

Then there the Venerable Thich Huyen Quang, Patriarch of the
United Buddhist Church of Vietnam, who has been under house
arrest for the past 19 years. He is badly in need of medical care, to
which he is not alowed access.

Finally, ethnic minorities in the highlands of Vietnam are the
victims of religious persecution, property confiscation, torture,
arbitrary imprisonment and murder.

| call upon the Canadian government to protest this religious
persecution, to ask the Vietnamese authorities to inform them of
the whereabouts of Father Ly and allow the Venerable Thich Huyen
Quang to receive medical care, and to encourage the Cambodian
government to provide Vietnamese refugees with temporary asy-
lum.

® (1105)
[English]
MARK STAROWICZ

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parkdale—High Park, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to salute and congratulate one of my constituents,
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Mr. Mark Starowicz, who will receive his honorary doctor of letters
degree from York University on Monday, June 11.

Mark Starowicz is recognized as one of the most respected
Canadian broadcasters of the last quarter century. With a passion
for history as a living creation that must be validated by each
generation, he recently succeeded in persuading CBC and Radio-
Canada to agree on an unprecedented national co-production,
““Canada: A People'sHistory”, the largest documentary production
in Canadian history.

He has changed the face of radio and television current affairs
programming. He and his programs have won dozens of national
and international awards. Mark also has recently been honoured
with a prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award from the Canadian
Journalism Federation in June 2000.

| congratulate Mark. This honorary doctor of letters degree is
well deserved. | aso congratulate him on his incredible vision,
dedication and commitment.

EDMONTON, ALBERTA

Mr. Rahim Jaffer (Edmonton—Strathcona, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, from August 3 to 12, the city of Champions,
Edmonton, Alberta, will once again play host to the world.

The city and the whole province has a phenomenal track record
of hosting successful international sporting events such as the
Winter Olympics, the Commonwealth Games, the World Universi-
ty Games and the World Figure Skating Championships.

The games in Edmonton will be the first time the IAAF World
Championshipsin Athletics have been held in North America. With
46 medal events and more than 200 countries participating, it is the
biggest track meet on the globe. In fact, it is the third largest
sporting event in the world with an anticipated TV viewing
audience of four billion.

One of the most anticipated highlights of the games will be
Canadian sprinter Donovan Bailey’'s last race.

On behalf of the city of Edmonton, the organizing committee
and hundreds of volunteers, | would like to invite all Canadians to
come to Edmonton in August for the world track and field
championships.

[Tranglation]

INFRASTRUCTURES

Mrs. Marlene Jennings (Notre-Dame-de-Gréace—L achine,
Lib.): Mr. Spesgker, trade exchanges between Canada and the
United States have doubled in the past six years, and 70% of them

involve shipping by road. No new infrastructures, however, have
been constructed for crossing the St. Lawrence River in the greater
Montreal region.

For this reason, the Federa Bridge Corporation has proposed the
construction of two new bridges and 14 kilometres of highway.

Completion of Highway 30 and the erection of two bridges over
the St. Lawrence would enhance access to intermodal infrastruc-
tures, revitalize interregional exchanges, reduce maintenance costs
of other infrastructures, and better distribute traffic over the
various Montreal area bridges.

For al these reasons, among others, action must be taken
urgently.

KABYLIA

Ms. Francine Lalonde (Mercier, BQ): Mr. Speaker, al of
Kabylia has erupted into conflict as aresult of the death of a Kabyle
college student at the hands of Algerian police on April 18.

Since that date, demonstrations have been on the increase in this
region of Algeria where most of the inhabitants are Berbers, a
people which makes up 17% of the Algerian population. Berbers
rights, culture and language are not recognized in the Algerian
constitution and their reaction shows how exasperated they are.

These peaceful demonstrators are opposed to the arbitrary
actions, exclusion and injustice to which they are subject. But the
government is turning a deaf ear and is coming down hard on
demonstrators. 60 have died and 1,300 have been injured since the
demonstrations first began.

In the last century, Kabyle poet Ismail Azikkiou wrote:

The hate they sowed in the villages,
We reaped;
and still it grows,

Tomorrow, amarch organized by the pan-Canadian committee to
show solidarity with and support for Kabylia will be held in the
streets of Montreal. The Bloc Quebecois will not be able to attend,
but we will be with the marchers in spirit.

[English]

HIV-AIDS

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this year marks the 20th year that the first HIV-AIDS was
recorded. That one case has multiplied into a global pandemic.

A glance at the facts tell us that 95% of the 36 million people
with AIDS live in developing countries. The epidemic is more
acute in sub-Saharan Africa, where two-thirds of the HIV-AIDS
cases are found with 0.1% receiving anti-AIDS treatment.
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Drug cocktails have reduced AIDS deaths in the west by 75%.
In contrast, AIDS sufferers in poor countries die in six months
or less.

® (1110)

High drug prices and trade related aspects of intellectual proper-
ty rights are making it extremely difficult for the populations of the
developing world to have access to affordable HIV medication.

Arresting the HIV-AIDS pandemic cannot be done without
strong leadership resolve.

| call on the Government of Canada to take that |eadership role
and work with like-minded countries to make drug pricing for
HIV-AIDS a priority at the upcoming WTO session on TRIPS, the
United Nations special session on HIV-AIDS and the upcoming
meeting of the G-8. We must do this.

* k% %

LABOUR DISPUTES

Mr. Dale Johnston (Wetaskiwin, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, for the moment there is labour peace at west coast ports,
but the probability of future work disruptions continue to haunt
companies whose livelihoods depend on a secure, reliable export
route.

There have been four work stoppages at west coast ports in the
last 10 years. Thisis an unacceptable record and the infamous weak
link in the supply chain between Canadian exporters and their
customers.

The government failed to put a dispute settlement mechanism in
place that would ensure that Canadian exports are not held hostage
to labour disputes. The process must be changed so that thereis a
predetermined dispute settlement mechanism in place that will be
used for issues that cannot be resolved at the bargaining table.

The government partially protects grain exports, and that is
good, but grain only represents 8% of the value of products moving
through those ports. Shippers and manufacturers are worried about
the loss of markets, reputations and revenues when the present
collective agreement expires. They need and deserve protection
now.

[Translation]

CENTRE DE LA NATURE DE LAVAL

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on May
11, the Centre de la nature de Laval received the Kéroul award.
This Prix du tourisme award is given to a tourist or cultura
establishment which excels in its efforts to welcome or serve
clients with limited physica ability.

S0.31

Inits desire to provide equitable service to al visitors, the centre
has designed a unique play area accessible to all children, with or
without a physical handicap.

This initiative makes the Centre de la nature de Laval a model of
accessibility and gives persons with limited physical ability equita-
ble access to the services offered.

[English]

BEVERLEE BELL

Ms. Wendy Lill (Dartmouth, NDP): Mr. Speaker, | rise to mark
the passing of Beverlee Bell last Sunday, June 3. Bev spent the last
16 years working with the NDP across Canada and was most
recently director of administration for my leader in this place.

While she was incredible at her job, she was more amazing as a
person. Beverleg's compassionate nature and commitment to hu-
manitarianism touched everyone she knew. Throughout her life and
even during her illness she approached things with optimism,
tenacity and spirit. She loved holidays with her family, cooking,
reading, sitting by the ocean, British sitcoms, gardening, music and
talking about her children, her life and her politics. She believed in
sharing the simple joys of life with everyone she met.

On behalf of my colleagues in the House and in my party, | send
my deepest condolences to Marc, Jason, Erin and Sandra, and her
countless friends from coast to coast to coast. She will be missed
deeply by al. We are al richer for knowing her. Beverlee Bell was
and will always remain a glory to the world.

[Trandation]

ORPHAN CLAUSES

Ms. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ): Mr. Speaker, orphan
clauses affect the quality of life of new employees, this on a daily
basis. These employees live in uncertainty, which makes it more
difficult to plan life projects or even day-to-day activities.

In the public, parapublic and private sectors, various collective
agreements that come under federal jurisdiction use orphan clauses
as if this was the obvious thing to do.

Through its stubbornness in refusing to end discriminatory
practices, the federal government is telling society that intergenera-
tional solidarity is not important.

The hard-won gains made by workers must aso benefit the
young. Thisiswhy | will be introducing in the House today a bill to
end discriminatory practices toward young workers.
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The Liberal government must stop being cold hearted and admit
that it is inconceivable to prevent employees in one age group
from enjoying the same salaries and benefits as other employees.

® (1115)

BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Marcel Proulx (Hull—Aylmer, Lib.): Mr. Spesker, this
weekend, the Bloc Quebecoisis organizing a big party to celebrate
its tenth anniversary.

The Bloc Quebecoisisten years old. Ten yearsisalong time for
a party that was supposed to be there for just a short time.

| clearly remember Lucien Bouchard, the founder of the Bloc
Quebecois, saying that the success of his party would be measured
by the shortness of its mandate.

Ten years later, the Bloc Quebecois must admit defeat and
recognize that it has failed.

The fact that the great sovereignist leaders Lucien Bouchard and
Jacques Parizeau will not attend the anniversary evening clearly
shows that the movement is running out of steam.

By being so bent on destroying Canada, the Bloc Quebecois is
weakening Quebecers. By refusing to listen to Quebecers and to
comply with their wishes, it only blocks the development of our
society.

[English]

MUSEUMS

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John’s West, PC): Mr. Speaker, em-
ployees of the National Gallery of Canada and the Canadian
Museum of Contemporary Photography are on strike. The requests
being made by these dedicated workers are reasonable and unself-
ish. Yet, despite the fact that an agreement is within reach, no one
has taken theinitiative to finalize the deal. Where is the |eadership?
Where is the minister?

She who pays the piper cals the tune. The minister of culture
and heritage pays the piper but sheis slow to pay the employees. It
istime she called the tune by making sure these frontline people are
back doing the work they love and do best, making our national
sites pleasant and rewarding places to visit.

The peak tourism season is here. Is this the best we can offer our
visitors? | ask the minister to do her job.

PRESENCE IN THE GALLERY
The Speaker: Before we begin ora questions, | draw the
attention of hon. members to the presencein the gallery of the hon.
Gordon Campbell, premier of British Columbia.

Some hon. members. Hear, hear.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[English]

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, on that note, | understand the premier of
British Columbia will be meeting with the Prime Minister today.
Already Premier Campbell has taken bold steps to reinvigorate the
economy of his province through tax relief and through eliminating
the barriers to growth and productivity, and that is commendable.

We know that there is a productivity and competitive gap
between Canada and the United States, to the extent that last year
we saw a record year for Canadian investment out of Canada into
the United States because of the greater incentive there.

Will the Prime Minister be seeking advice from Premier Camp-
bell on how to invigorate the national economy?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| am sure that the discussions will be very fruitful and constructive.
| am also sure that advice will flow in both directions.

After al, we have already introduced and put in place the largest
tax cutsin Canadian history of $100 hillion over five years. Thisis
a signal to Canada and this is a signa to our provincial partners.

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, the mini cuts that they performed before
the last election do not quite match the 25% cut that we are hearing
about.

Itisnot just in western Canada but in Atlantic Canada also. The
Canadian Alliance has consistently supported renegotiating the
equalization formula, especially with a view to doing something
about the clawback provision that keeps provinces like Nova Scotia
and Newfoundland from truly moving to economic independence
and moving away from dependence on federal aid programs.

The minister for Nova Scotia has also called for changes. The
Minister of Industry when he was premier of Newfoundland and
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Labrador called for changes. When will the federal government
announce that it will sit down and meet with our Atlantic Canadian
partnersto look at renegotiating the equalization formulain away
that will invigorate Atlantic Canada?

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we certainly welcome a
debate on this issue, but one must recognize that if we exclude
resource revenues then we are being unfair to those provinces
which do not have them and would be getting equalization.

Clearly the objective of our equalization program is to provide
an equal level of public services in every part of the country
regardless of means or income.

® (1120)

Is the hon. member suggesting that Alberta’s resource revenue
should not be included when calculating provincial entitlements?

Mr. Stockwell Day (Leader of the Opposition, Canadian
Alliance): Mr. Speaker, he talks about having a debate. We are
talking about having a discussion with Atlantic Canadians.

The debate, however, lies within their own government because
we have the Minister of Finance who has one position, we read
today, on equalization. | can hear them still debating among
themselves on this issue. The Minister of Finance has one position
but hisleadership rival, the Minister of Industry, former premier of
Newfoundland, has another position.

Could the government indicate whose position represents the
government? Is it the Minister of Finance's or isit the Minister of
Industry’s?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Leader of the Opposition may find this hard to believe because
he and his party cannot achieve this, but this party, this govern-
ment, can speak and work in one voice for al Canadians.

[Tranglation]

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Canadian Alliance): a
tradition existed in this country before the present Minister of
Finance appeared on the scene. Historically, democracy required
that a budget be tabled every year. Now the Minister of Finance
thumbs his nose at thistradition and at taxpayers' right to know the
government’s financial priorities.

Since parliament will soon adjourn for the summer, will the
Minister of Finance tell us whether he will table a budget when we
return in the fal?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the Minister of Finance is considering this important question.
However, perhaps the hon. member can explain why he told the
National Post, a few days ago, and | quote:

Oral Questions
[English]

| voted against the tax cut last year for awhole lot of reasons”.
Why does he not explain why he voted against the tax cut and is
going in the opposite direction today?

Mr. Jason Kenney (Calgary Southeast, Canadian Alliance):
Mr. Speaker, this party proudly stands for real tax relief for
working families, not the kind of token tax relief which continues,
by the way, to discriminate against single income families and
which continues to see Canada fall behind the United States in
terms of productivity.

This week we learned that Canada had lost 30% against the
United Statesin terms of personal disposable income. How can the
government continue to carry us through two years without a
federal budget when Canadians have a disposable income 30%
lower than the United States? While Canadians are getting poorer
the government does not act. Why does it not bring in—

The Speaker: The hon. Secretary of State for International
Financial Institutions.

Hon. Jim Peterson (Secretary of State (International Finan-
cial Institutions), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, we brought in record tax
cuts of $100 billion over five years. Those tax cuts on the personal
income tax level were 27% on average, 35% for families with
children.

This means that many of our low income families, 800,000 of
which have been removed from the tax roles, are better off than
they would be in the United States.

However it is not just about taxes. It is about a balanced
approach, tax cuts, paying down the debt and making those
strategic investments in our future which are critical for all
Canadians.

[Translation]

COUNCIL FOR CANADIAN UNITY

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing we read in Le Devoir that the Council for Canadian Unity had,
just by accident, neglected to identify itself as the promoter of a
new Internet site “ The New Federalists’. Thishas a certain d§avu
feeling to it, and even if the Council has remedied this and
identified itself by now, once again it took disclosure in the House
to find out who was behind this initiative.

How can the government explain that, once again, after secretly
being the power behind Robert-Guy Scully’s Heritage Minutes, it is
now up to the same old tricks, funding an unidentified Web site?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, to err is human. A mistake was made and it has been
corrected.
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| would like to thank the Bloc Quebecois members for giving
this site some publicity. | hope they are going to consult it. It may
give them some food for thought this weekend, when they are
celebrating their tenth anniversary as a party.

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, | on the
other hand, would like to inform the minister that we have visited
the site and find it particularly interesting for our reflections to see
that the federal government was launching, in keeping with last
week’s secret document, into the most odious of propaganda
against Quebec sovereignists.

o (1125)

What is the objective of this second site, when the council
already has one of its own? What is the objective of this second site
if not to render their propaganda more underhanded and therefore
more effective?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we would not use such harsh language to describe the
Bloc Quebecois strategy for advancing its option.

What | would suggest is that it finally call itself what it is, the
Separatist Bloc, because Quebecois is a word that applies to all
Quebecers, regardless of their affiliation.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Hon. Stéphane Dion: It should take advantage of this weekend
to change its name, to include secessionist or independentist
instead of Quebecois. We are aready sovereign. We are part of a
democracy based on the sovereignty of its citizens.

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, we will not change our name, we will change our country. This
is what is important to us.

The Council for Canadian Unity, which spends millions of
dollars without being accountable to anyone, now has an Internet
site where the tone is very clear. The CCU continues to spread
despicable propaganda.

Is the tone used on the anonymous site of the Council for
Canadian Unity, a tone that promotes confrontation between the
federalist friends and the sovereignist enemies, not strangely
similar to the federal government’s secret communication strategy
that was exposed by the Bloc Quebecois last Friday?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, it will be very gratifying to hear the Bloc Quebecois
member use a different tone and avoid terms such as enemies and
others we hear yelled out in the House every day.

So, if he wants to lead by example, | will be very pleased. |
personally have no enemies. However, some of my fellow citizens
want Quebec out of Canada. It would be nice if separatist leaders

said so clearly, like the member just did. They no longer want to be
part of Canada. They want to have an independent country.

Let them say so clearly, instead of coming up with complicated
formulas about a European type of confederation, something that
does not fool anyone.

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Mr. Speak-
er, the minister should take a look at the Internet site, he should
read the study that we exposed last week. The separatist enemies,
this is the tone used by federalists, not by us.

| am asking the minister how many such anonymous propaganda
initiatives are being taken by the Council for Canadian Unity
against Quebec, with the sponsor remaining anonymous?

Is this not a good illustration of what the secret communication
strategy identified as the marketing war against Quebec?

Hon. Stéphane Dion (President of the Queen’s Privy Council
for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, what a sudden shift. We are not talking about a war
against Quebec. Who is at war against Quebec? We have a
disagreement. The member wishes for Quebec no longer to be a
part of Canada. He would like to be a Quebecer without being a
Canadian. No one is attacking Quebec.

However there is a semantic shift here. It is not the government,
it is the CCU. It is not the government, it is a study made by an
academic.

Why always malign the adversary? If the member were so sure
about what he is saying, he would tone down his remarks.

[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Joe Comartin (Windsor—St. Clair, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
all week the government has been patting itself on the back and
claiming that it is environmentally friendly and a good ecomanag-
er.

In fact it is the poorest funded department in the government.
There is evidence al across the country, whether it is Walkerton,
North Battleford, the smog crisis in Ontario or the disgrace of the
Sydney tar ponds, that it has failed Canadians. When will the
government put its money where its mouth is and do something
about protecting the environment?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Spesker, we have a contradiction here. On the one hand, he
does not like the statements that are made, where we specify one by
one the very large number of things that are being undertaken by
the government on the environmental front. On the other hand he
does not like it—
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Some hon. members; Oh, oh.

Hon. David Anderson: | am sorry, there seems to be some
disorder down there in the splitting ranks of the NDP. One of their
major political splits seems to be occurring at this time.

They cannot have it both ways. They cannot on the one hand
complain when we list what we do and on the other hand complain
we have not done anything.

Mr. Joe Comartin (Windsor—St. Clair, NDP): Mr. Speaker, in
fact they have not done very much. The Mulroney government 10
years ago was spending more money than they are right now, both
in actual terms and in percentage terms.

Again, when will they make the commitment to protect the
environment and really put their money where their mouths are?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, members of the NDP are once again bragging about
the $42 billion deficit of the Conservative government, the one that
we had to inherit and do something about.

e (1130)

They never pay any attention to the fact that it is quite easy to
spend more money if we ignore that the taxpayer has to produce it
and that if we continue to run deficits ultimately the country will go
broke and there will be no environmental programs whatsoever.
That is their approach.

| only suggest that the hon. member listen to the many state-
ments that come up day after day from myself and other members
of the government and which list what we are doing on the
environment.

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, red
incomesin Canada are 30% lower than those of Americans because
of agrowing productivity gap. The HRDC-Industry Canada white
paper on productivity will reportedly focus on government spend-
ing initiatives alone to reverse this trend.

Will the Prime Minister expand the terms of reference for the
white paper to include tax reform, which all leading economists
and business leaders agree is absolutely necessary to improving
productivity?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the hon. member has been missing in action somewhere, because
we have taken those kinds of steps with $100 billion in tax cuts, the
biggest in history, over five years, average tax cuts for Canadians at
27% and much higher for families with children. We are aready
moving in this area. We are ahead of the curve.

Oral Questions
Where has my hon. friend been the last couple of years?

Mr. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, PC): Mr. Speaker, Thomas
d’Aquino, head of the BCNI, has said:

How can you have a paper on innovation without anything on taxes? You can't.
It's a contradiction in terms.

Yet the ministers of HRDC and industry, the big spenders of the
Liberal cabinet, believe they can improve productivity with big
spending alone.

Why is the finance minister being shut out of a productivity plan
that desperately needs leadership on tax reform? Is the Libera
|eadership race more important than improving productivity for all
Canadians?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
this may come as a surprise to the Conservative Party, but we are
able to work together as ateam. That is what we are doing. We will
all have our input into the development of this paper.

In fact | would even be willing to take my hon. friend's
comments as a representation, no matter how poorly informed or
founded they may be.

GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker,
the Prime Minister has categorically stated in the House that the
handwritten bill of sale for the shares in his numbered company
was written on November 1, 1993. We decided to test this claim
and took the hill of sale to a forensic specialist for analysis.

She came back with the following opinion: “There is a high
degree of probability that the numerals 1-9-9-3 have been altered” .

We need the original document to send for further study. Will it
be provided?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we have the new secret agent man. Was that not the theme song of a
1960s sitcom? Here is the secret agent man with another set of
phony alegations.

If he has some charges to make, let him get up and prove them
and repeat them outside the House. He does not know what he is
talking about.

Mr. Grant Hill (Macleod, Canadian Alliance): Mr. Speaker,
the Deputy Prime Minister might make light of it, but | do not think
Canadians will.

This analyst is a careful, qualified professional. | continue to
quote from her letter: *“This opinion is qualified subject to the
examination of the original bill of sale”.

The Prime Minister could clear this up right away. The original
bill of sale needs to be presented so that a forensic analysis of the
ink can prove that it was in fact written in 1993. Will that be
provided?
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Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
who is this fabled analyst? What are her qualifications? What do
other analysts say?

He is not asking a valid question. As | say, his fooling around
playing at secret agent brings embarrassment on him and his party.
They are not willing to ask questions about real issues because they
do not have anything to say. They are too busy trying to hide their
own disintegration.

[Translation]

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ile-d’Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, aformer privacy and
access to information commissioner, Mr. Grace, testified yesterday
before the committee of members, which took on the task of
reviewing the current Access to Information Act.

What does the government have to say to the former commis-
sioner’s unequivocal criticism, which echoes the conclusions of the
damning report tabled last October by the current commissioner to
the effect that the government is not complying with the provisions
of the Access to Information Act?

® (1135)
[English]

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
member is well aware that there is a task force currently holding
round table public consultations. The recently announced external
advisory committee includes individuals from academia, the legal
profession, business and the media.

This will ensure that external perspectives are included in the
examination of these issues. It is a matter of concern and we are
addressing it.

[Tranglation]

Mr. Michel Guimond (Beauport—M ontmorency—Cote-de-
Beaupré—Ile-d’Orléans, BQ): Mr. Speaker, Mr. Grace wonders
about the poor example set by the government when it comes to
enforcing its own Access to Information Act.

Does the Prime Minister’s idea of complying with the Access to
Information Act not play alarge rolein sending out avery negative
signal to all public servants, and isit not inconsistent with what an
open and civilized society such as ours should be all about?

[English]

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justiceand Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
access to information law is a good law supporting Canadian
democracy. The federal government is committed to the principles
of transparency and openness and ensures accountability to Cana-
dians.

As| said, we are currently undergoing areview. This review will
consider and build on previous consultations and recommenda-
tions.

GRANTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, alow me to continue to quote from the letter of opinion of
the handwriting examiner who, by the way, was not familiar with
the details of the Prime Minister’s involvement.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Charlie Penson: They might want to listen. There might be
something here that want to listen to.

Some hon. members. Oh, oh.

The Speaker: Order, please. The Chair has not seen anything but
| understand there are some props perhaps being used. | caution
hon. members that it is quite improper. We will not have that. The
hon. member for Peace River has the floor.

Mr. Charlie Penson: Mr. Speaker, allow me to continue to quote
from the letter of opinion of the handwriting examiner who, by the
way, was not familiar with the details of the Prime Minister's
involvement.

She states ““The thirteen lines of writing on the questioned
document were written with speed, rhythm and consistency with
the” —

The Speaker: The hon. member’s time has expired.

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| believe the Prime Minister said to the House that what was tabled
was a copy of a rea document. | think the Prime Minister is
entitled to be taken at his word.

Perhaps the Alliance should unleash its alleged expert on the
membership lists of the Alliance Party in Quebec.

Mr. Charlie Penson (Peace River, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the examiner states ' The thirteen lines of writing on the
questioned document were written with speed, rhythm and consis-
tency with the exception of the numerals 1-9-9-3 appearing on line
6".

She also states * From the tremor and retouching on the strokes
of the four digits 1-9-9-3, it appears that extensions have been
added to the first two digits 1 and 9. . .it appears that the second 9
was changed. . .the number 3 &l so appears to have been retouched”
and the entry changed’. When will they table the original docu-
ment?

Hon. Herb Gray (Deputy Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
| repeat that the Prime Minister has said that the copy tabled in the
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House is that of the origina document. | think that the Prime
Minister is entitled to be taken at his word.

If the hon. member does not agree let him go outside the House
with that so-called document. Also, as | said, let him unleash his
examiner on the membership lists of the Alliance Party, starting
with Quebec and going across the country.

* x %

[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviere-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, all week, the Minister of
Human Resources Development refused to give us an encouraging
answer for the unemployed on improvement to the employment
insurance plan.

When we speak of the unemployed, we are not talking statistics.
They are real people.

By way of example, what has the government to say to the 200
casual employees of the House of Commons, who will be going
home next week without having accumulated enough hours to
qualify for benefits because of government cuts to the employment
insurance plan?

® (1140)

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, since the
employment insurance reform, the system has covered all workers
from their first hour of work and first dollar earned.

This is the legidation that allowed us to deliver programs more
easily to Canadians. However, there are always situations in which
workers cannot accumulate sufficient hours to be entitled to
employment insurance, and we are looking at this problem now.

Mr. Paul Créte (Kamouraska—Riviere-du-Loup—Témis
couata—L es Basques, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is true they start
paying premiums from their first hour of work, but the House
employees this year are not entitled to employment insurance
benefits because of the elections, which deprived them of work for
several weeks.

Does the government not understand that, when seasonal work-
ers do not have the hours to qualify for employment insurance, it is
not because of alack of effort, it is because they are the victims of
external forces?

Does it not understand that there are thousands of cases like that
of the employees of the House of Commons, and we want them
corrected?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, what the Bloc

Oral Questions

does not understand is that it is not the fault of the members on this
side of the House if the bill that helps all workers was delayed. The
decision was purely political.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.
An hon. member: It is your fault.

Hon. Martin Cauchon: Second, on this side of the House, we
believe in a balanced approach.

An hon. member: Table legislation.

Hon. Martin Cauchon: We established an annual report, which
the commission will table. This annual report will ensure that the
law will continue to evolve. We believe in regional economic
devel opment.

An hon. member: Oh, oh.

Hon. Martin Cauchon: Tell us, while the member for Charle-
Voix was saying that seasonal work adjustment measures were
possible, when the people on this side of the House work to
increase work—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

The Speaker: Order, please. The hon. member for St. Albert.
[English]

MULTICULTURALISM

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, the Minister for Multiculturalism is off on another witch
hunt. She funded a theatre group to hold a three day workshop to
sensitize the people of Merritt, B.C., on diversity issues because,
and | quote from the grant application *‘ rumours of a cross burning
in the area several years ago seem to be well founded”.

What evidence did the Secretary of State for Multiculturalism
have of cross burning in Merritt, B.C., before she blew $5,000 of
taxpayer money up in smoke?

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as the hon. member
knows, the Secretary of State for Multiculturalism has apologized
in the House for her comments. | would urge other members, asis
the tradition in the House, to accept her apology.

Mr. John Williams (St. Albert, Canadian Alliance): Mr.
Speaker, that was an apology for Prince George. This is Merritt,
British Columbia.

Let me quote from a letter from the RCMP in Merritt, British
Columbia: “‘inquiries with long term staff and a search of our
records fail to indicate any complaints relative to cross burnings
within this detachment area within the past severa years’.
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Another community has been smeared by this minister’s innuen-
do, hearsay and prejudice. My question is for the Prime Minister.
Will he fire this minister?

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, let us set the record
straight again.

What the hon. member on the opposite side alleges are com-
ments made not by the minister but by others. | would ask the hon.
member to not please provide us with the comments made by the
minister.

® (1145)

SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Hon. Lorne Nystrom (Regina—Qu’'Appelle, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Minister for International Trade. It
has now been about two months since the FTAA conference in
Quebec City. | recall the Minister for International Trade saying on
a number of occasions that he wanted to release the text of the
FTAA.

Where is that text? When will he release it to the Canadian
people? The people of this country have aright to know what isin
the agreement.

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | thank the member for hisinteresting question
this morning. Indeed we can be very proud that for thefirst timein
history we will have the drafting agreements of the negotiations on
trade. Thisis extraordinary progress, and | am extremely proud that
we could secure that at the Buenos Aires ministerial meeting.

The secretariat of the free trade area of the Americas will have
the responsibility of releasing them. | understand it is a matter of
days, now that it has the four versions in the four official languages
of the free trade zone. It should be any day now.

* Kk %

NATIONAL REVENUE

Mr. Dick Proctor (Palliser, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
National Revenue will be aware of an ongoing disagreement
between his department and the Saskatchewan government which
affects about 100 widows whose husbands were killed on the job
before 1985.

Two years ago Saskatchewan paid out $80,000 tax free, but it ran
afoul quickly of federal income tested programs like old age
security, so the widows had their allowance clawed back by about
$5,000.

While the federal and provincial officials continue to point
fingers at each other, the only people out of pocket are the widows
themselves. How long will it take for the two levels of government
to sort this out and make restitution to the Saskatchewan widows?

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, first | to thank the
hon. member for giving me advance notice of that question.

Of course | cannot comment on the specifics of that file because
of subsection 24(1), but generally speaking | would like to say that
those benefits obtained through WCB are indeed non-taxable.
However that could affect as well other benefits like the income
tested benefits.

We are responsible for the management of the Income Tax Act.
Therefore, based on those conditions, we have to move ahead and
apply the legislation. Those people have received an answer from
the department.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, my question is for the Secretary of State for Latin
America and Africa. On June 2 Colombian indigenous leader,
Kimy Pernia Domico, was kidnapped by unknown forces.

Mr. Perniais well known in Canada. He was a keynote speaker
on indigenous rights at the people’s summit in Quebec City and has
appeared as a key witness before the Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs and International Trade. What action is Canada
taking in response to the kidnapping of this prominent Colombian
indigenous leader?

Hon. David Kilgour (Secretary of State (Latin America and
Africa), Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Kimy Pernia Domico is a highly
respected indigenous leader among Colombians and is a highly
respected person, as we heard, anong Canadians.

At the recently completed OAS assembly in Costa Rica | raised
the matter personally with the foreign minister of Colombia. He
indicated he would get back to me very quickly with the results of
his investigation.

| thank the hon. member for Toronto Centre—Rosedale and the
hon. member for Burnaby—Douglas for bringing public attention
to this issue.

HARBOURS

Mr. Gerald Keddy (South Shore, PC): Mr. Speaker, the
government has sold most of Canada’s harbour infrastructure and
now it is actualy selling harbour bottoms. Some of those harbour
bottoms include large tracts of ocean bottom and channels that are
several kilometres long.

Why would the government even consider such a thing? Where
is the Minister of the Environment, where is the Minister of
Transport, where is the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans and
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where is the minister responsible for ACOA who represents much
of Atlantic Canada, on this issue?

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the Minister of the Environment is right here and the
Minister of Transport is right there. Other ministers who are
responsible are present. | think the question is perhaps a little badly
based in terms of who is where and where is where.

However, in terms of the harbour bottoms, if the hon. member is
concerned over harbour bottoms, he has not given a single example
of which harbour bottom heis talking about. Until he does, we will
have to take the question on notice.

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John’s West, PC): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of the Environment. |s this another way
of escaping the responsibility of cleaning up harbours such as St.
John's and Halifax?

The government has divested itself of ports and now it istrying
to divest itself of harbour bottoms. |s this another way to sneak out
of your responsibility of cleaning up those harbours?

The Speaker: The hon. member will of course address the
Chair.

® (1150)

Hon. David Anderson (Minister of the Environment, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, in no way is it the policy of the government to sneak
out of any responsibilities whatsoever.

What | would like to know is what is the policy of the hon.
member’s party. Does he or does he not agree that we should have
local control where people locally manage things, or does he think
that Ottawa aways knows best?

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Mr. James Rajotte (Edmonton Southwest, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, the Coalition for Canadian Astronomy has
developed a long range plan to maintain Canada's position as a
world leader in thisfield. To remain viable the plan requires further
funding from the federal government of $164 million over 10
years. However rather than fund the plan, the government has
decided to spend money in other areas such as $750 million to the
Canada Foundation for Innovation.

Would the Minister of Industry explain why he has decided to
fund the CFI and other programs instead of the long range plan for
astronomy?

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, when the member uses the word
spend, he is wrong. The government is investing in Canada. We
heard from the astronomers and listened when they brought
forward their points.

Oral Questions

Let me tell the member, who is a very active participant on the
industry committee, that if he thinks investing in Genome Canada
is wrong, then let him say so. If he is thinks investing in and
connecting our country is wrong, then let him say so. If he is
talking about investing in research and development in our univer-
sities, then let him say so. That iswhere our investments are going.

Mr. James Rajotte (Edmonton Southwest, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, if the parliamentary secretary wants critiques
of CFI funding, he should talk to Liberal members on the commit-
tee. The CFl operates outside of normal government accounting
procedures and thus is restricted in funding big science projects
such as the neutron facility and the long range plan for astronomy.

Will the minister consider altering the structure and regulations
of the CFl so its funds can be used by the National Research
Council for projects such as the long range plan for astronomy?

Mr. John Cannis (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Industry, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, in the recommendations that will
come forward, good points have been made by the hon. member
and every member on the committee.

Right now we are going to continue with this agenda. We are
reviewing it. The committee is summarizing it. He and every
Canadian can be assured that we will continue to make Canada the
most connected and innovative country in the world.

[Translation]

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Marcel Gagnon (Champlain, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
president of the Dairy Farmers of Canada has written a letter
indicating that the statements made by the Minister for Internation-
al Trade on cheese stick imports are misleading to the House.

The letter is clear. The points made are clear and confirm the
Bloc Quebecois position.

Isthe Minister for International Trade going to at last understand
that he must show some backbone, stop issuing any more import
permits, and stop saying just about anything in the House to cover
up his errors and incompetence?

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | would point out, if | may, once more herein
this House that there have been no restrictions on cheese sticks
under free trade for the past 20 years. That is the reality, no matter
what the Bloc Quebecois says.
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| have been asked to follow the Bloc Quebecois position, but it
has changed two or three times this week, between the hon.
member for Rimouski—Neigette-et-la Mitis and the hon. member
who has just asked the question.

We are going to continue to promote our interests in the United
States. We want to reopen the border to the United States, to whom
we have sold cheese sticks for years. That is the objective of our
government, in the best interest of our producers.

Mr. Marcel Gagnon (Champlain, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
minister really does not know what he is talking about, when he
addresses this issue.

On the cheese sticksissue, | am asking him, will he comply with
the dairy producers request for a meeting with him in order to
discuss the issue and come up, finally, with alogical and consistent
position?

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have aready had an opportunity to meet with
them, and it will be a pleasure to meet with them again. However, |
find the reference to cheese sticks very risky.

We have for years stressed the fact that these are breaded cheese
sticks, because the product contains less than 50% cheese. Great
care must be taken with classifications.

Regardless of what the Bloc Quebecois has just said, we have the
true interest of the dairy producers at heart and we will continue to
work in their interests in order to get the U.S. border reopened.

® (1155)

[English]

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Ms. Carol Skelton (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, Cana-
dian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Human Resources
Development said yesterday that the decisions on access to infor-
mation requests were made at arm’s length from her office.
However we have been told on a number of occasions by access to
information officials that the final release was made by the
corporate sector, which is not arm’s length from her department or
her office.

Is the minister asserting that her department or her office has no
part in approving the release of access to information requests?

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Human Resources Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
department is committed to transparency and to providing informa-
tion contained in departmental records to Canadians in a timely
manner.

| remind the hon. member that in 1999-2000, HRDC received an
excellent rating from the Office of the Information Commissioner.
During the 2000-01 fiscal year, HRDC responded to 1,442 ATI
requests, representing a release of over 130,000 pages.

Ms. Carol Skelton (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, Cana-
dian Alliance): Mr. Speaker, requests regarding Placeteco and
Auberge Grand-Mére in the Prime Minister’s riding have gone
unanswered for months.

The minister's department has taken on a culture of secrecy
since last year's disastrous billion dollar mess. It is completely
disregarding the spirit and letter of the access law passed by the
House.

Will the minister immediately direct her officials to clean up
their act and start providing the information Canadians are de-
manding?

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Human Resour ces Development, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, as| said
before, during the year 2000-01, HRDC replied to over 1,442
requests, representing a release of 130,000 pages. | add that this
represents a 106% increase over the previous year.

| think the member of parliament opposite is using vastly
overblown language because the ever increasing number and
complexity of ATl requests over the past few years have often
required the department to compile files from many places, both
inside and outside the department.

FOREIGN AID

Ms. Paddy Torsney (Burlington, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, over the
past few weeks Canadians have watched with dismay as the
situation in Afghanistan has gone from bad to worse. Millions of
people are hungry and in refugee camps. The death rate of children
in the north is soaring and the situation for women in particular is
dismal.

Could the Minister for International Cooperation tell the House
what Canada is doing to signal our displeasure with the situation?

Hon. Maria Minna (Minister for International Cooperation,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, what is happening in Afghanistan is horren-
dous. The Government of Canadawould call on the Taliban to stop
immediately the policies that are very destructive to its people,
especially women and children.

However, in order to assist in the situation, | recently announced
an additional $2 million of spending in Afghanistan. The money
will go to improving medical facilities, providing fresh water and
sanitation, and assisting women and children especialy with
medical assistance.
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TRADE

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Island North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, certain interests in the United States are
becoming more and more protectionist in their trade relations.

PE.l. potatoes were targeted for months. Canada's greenhouse
tomatoes were attacked in March. The softwood lumber counter-
vail and dumping actions continue. This month it is wheat and now
steel. Meanwhile the federal Liberals are glowing about growth in
energy exports.

What action will the minister take to stop this accelerated
targeting of Canadian industries?

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Alliance has raised every individua file. |
think every one of them deserves an answer.

If we talk about steel, | said very clearly that we are trying to
exempt Canadian steel from the U.S. measures. | am confident that
we will do that.

On softwood lumber, we are working with industry and the
provinces. | am very proud that the Canadian softwood industry is
holding together in solidarity and is facing the U.S. challenges very
well.

We are working very hard on the wheat board. | salute my
colleague, the minister responsible for the Canadian Wheat Board,
for standing up for western farmers. We are trying—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Vancouver Island North.
® (1200)

Mr. John Duncan (Vancouver Island North, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, in the recent 201 action by the U.S. to protect
its steel industry against dumping by foreign countries, we under-
stand that Canada is technically exempt because of NAFTA rules.

The concern is that with the closure of the U.S. market Canada
will be highly vulnerable to foreign dumping. What measures will
the minister introduce to ensure that the Canadian steel industry is
protected from this new threat?

Hon. Pierre Pettigrew (Minister for International Trade,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the government, the Minister of National
Revenue and myself will stand up for our Canadian interests. We
will of course closely monitor the situation and the impact of the
201 action the United States is taking.

We have a problem globally on steel. While we want Canada to
be exempt from the 201 action by the United States, our industry is
working with American industry to address the global problem that
we are having. We will make sure that we monitor the situation
very closely in Canada on our market.

Oral Questions

[Translation]

GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISM S

Mr. Ghislain Fournier (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, for
export purposes, the Unibroue brewery in Quebec obtained GMO
free certification from the CFIA. After publicizing this certifica-
tion in Quebec, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency decided,
without warning, to take back its certification. This case shows us
that agricultural and agrifood producers are at the mercy of the

agency.

Does the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food not realize that
the agency’s inability to establish reliable standards for labelling
GMOs will harm farm producers—

The Speaker: The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food.

[English]

Mr. Larry McCormick (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
of Agricultureand Agri-Food, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, Unibroue Inc.,
the company in question, is certainly free and welcome to advertise
its product as being GMO free. It certainly used the CFIA
authorization for the export in the wrong way, but it is most capable
and most welcome to advertise its product as GMO free aslong as
it is certain about the source of its product. It must also make sure
its labelling is very clear and meaningful for the health of all
Canadians.

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

Ms. Judy Sgro (York West, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, critics of the
government’s proposed cruelty to animals legislation say that it
will jeopardize the agriculturalized stock industries. Some have
even suggested that farmers may no longer be able to brand their
cattle.

Could the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice
clarify the intent of these provisions with respect to animals and
farming in particular?

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
among other things, Bill C-15 enhances maximum penalties for
cruelty to animals. This sends a clear message that abusing animals
is a form of violence that cannot be tolerated and that must be
treated seriously.

Nothing in the bill puts at risk lawful and humane activities
involving animals for such purposes as agriculture. It does not
affect the way that cattle branding takes place. The justice minister
made changes to the bill requested by farmers to make the intent of
the law clearer. The law unmistakably focuses on intentional and
negligent acts against animals.
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CANADIAN AIRLINES

Mr. Jay Hill (Prince George—Peace River, Canadian Al-
liance): Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday the president of Air Canada,
Robert Milton, was in New York bragging to his peers that as
Canada's flag carrier it has virtually unrestricted access to interna-
tional routes, but this only came about because of the Canadian
Airlines merger.

While Mr. Milton boasts of grabbing the routes and the aircraft,
the pilots who fly them have been left on the tarmac. Instead of
being recognized for their years of experience, most have been sent
to the bottom of the seniority list.

Will the Minister of Transport concede that the Mitchnick Award
is punitive, keep his word and ensure that the former Canadian
Airlines pilots receive fair treatment?

Hon. David Collenette (Minister of Transport, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member should know that this is a matter that is
between parties. The two unions in question agreed to an arbitrator.
They agreed to accept the arbitration award. As such, the Minister
of Labour and myself as Minister of Transport have no direct
jurisdiction. If there is dissatisfaction with the result of the
arbitration award, then there is recourse for the parties to the
courts.

Mr. John Williams: Mr. Speaker, during my question earlier
today | made reference to a letter from the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police in Merritt, British Columbia. | ask that you seek
unanimous consent that | table this letter in the House.

The Speaker: Does the House give unanimous consent that the
hon. member table the document?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

Some hon. members: No.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

® (1205)

[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to table, in both
official languages, the government’s response to the 14th report on
the Standing Committee on Procedure and House Affairs.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Hon. Don Boudria (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | have been asked by some
members to clarify the business statement, given the time of year,
and perhaps | could take a moment to give an updated business
statement, particularly for the benefit of all House leaders.

Assuming that the debate on Bill C-25 is completed at third
reading and Bill C-24 is completed at report stage later today, the
business for Monday would be as follows: Bill S-11, respecting
business corporations; Bill S-3, respecting motor vehicles; Bill
S-16, respecting money laundering. | understand those three bills
are perhaps briefer than others. We would follow this with the third
reading stage of Bill C-24, regarding organized crime, which |
know is of considerable interest to many members. If any time is
left it would be taken up on Bill C-11, respecting immigration, and
Bill C-6, respecting bulk water.

On Tuesday, of course, it will be asupply day. It is my intention
at the present time to call any unfinished business for Wednesday
and the debate on the modernization committee report.

* x %

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8) | have the honour to table, in both
official languages, the government’s response to five petitions.

* Kk %

[Translation]

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS

Mr. Eugene Bellemare (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister
for International Cooperation, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
Standing Order 32(2) | have the honour to table, in both official
languages, the 1999 report on Canada's participation in regional
development banks.

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Bill Graham (Toronto Centre—Rosedale, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, | have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the fourth report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
International Trade.

[English]

Pursuant to Standing Order 108(2) the committee considered the
issue of the third summit of the Americas held in Quebec City in
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April 2001 and is pleased to table this report, which we believe will
make a contribution to improving future summits and understand-
ing this important process.

Pursuant to Standing Order 109 the committee requests that the
government table a comprehensive response to this report.

[Tranglation]

| also have the honour to present, in both official languages, the
seventh report of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and
International Trade.

[English]

In accordance with its order of reference from the House of May
30, 2001, the committee has considered votes 20 and 25 under
Foreign Affairs and International Trade, Canadian International
Development Agency, and reports the same.

* * %
[Translation]

CANADA LABOUR CODE

Ms. Monique Guay (Laurentides, BQ) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-375, an act to amend the Canada Labour Code, the
Parliamentary Employment and Staff Relations Act and the Public
Service Staff Relations Act (prohibited provision in a collective
agreement).

She said: Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to rise in the House today to
introduce once again a bill aimed at banning orphan clauses from
any collective agreement which might be covered by one of the
following three pieces of legislation: the Canada Labour Code, the
Parliamentary Employment and Staff Relations Act, and the Public
Service Staff Relations Act.

® (1210)

The purpose of the hill is to eliminate any discriminatory
provision affecting new labour market entrants and to ensure that
they receive the same wages as their elders.

L et me conclude with a quote that should give all my colleagues
in the House some food for thought *“ Collective problems do not
vanish because we have talked too much about them: they persist
because we did not solve them’.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)
[English]

NATIONAL LITERACY STANDARDS ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-376, an act to establish national literacy standards
across Canada.

Routine Proceedings

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the enactment of the hill is
to require a minister to consult with provincial and territorial
governments, education and literacy experts, industry, labour, the
media and literacy students to report on illiteracy and national
literacy goals and standards, and to propose a policy by which the
goals and standards might be achieved.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GUARANTEED ANNUAL
INCOME ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-377, an act respecting the National Conference on
Guaranteed Annua Income.

He said: Mr. Speaker, this enactment provides that a designated
minister shall convene a conference for the purpose of making
recommendations on creating and implementing a national pro-
gram to guarantee a minimum annual income to each Canadian.

(Motions deemed adopted, hill read the first time and printed)

INCOME TAX ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-378, an act to amend the Income Tax Act, the
Members of Parliament Retiring Allowances Act, the Public
Service Superannuation Act and the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Superannuation Act (dependent beneficiaries).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill seeks to eliminate the expression
“illegitimate child” where it appears in al federa legislation.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

EDUCATION STANDARDS ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-379, an act to establish national standards across
Canada for education provided by the provinces.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill seeks to establish a process of
consultation between different levels of government, industry,
labour, parent groups, volunteer organizations and other sectorsin
order to facilitate the establishment of national education standards
across Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, hill read the first time and printed)
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF CANADA ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-380, an act to amend the National Archives of
Canada Act and the Statistics Act.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill would allow the National Archives
of Canadato make information available to the public for statistical
and research purposes provided that 92 years have lapsed since the
collection of that information.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

MAXIMUM SPEED CONTROL DEVICE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-381, an act to provide for the use of a maximum
speed control device for use on motor vehicles and to prohibit the
manufacture and sale of motor vehicles that are not equipped with a
maximum speed control device.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the bill is to lower the
maximum speed that might be reached by a motor vehicle by
providing that devices be installed with a maximum speed control
device and also to prohibit any person from removing the device
rendering it inoperative or reducing its operating capacities.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

® (1215)

FEDERAL-PROVINCIAL FISCAL ARRANGEMENTSACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-382, an act to amend the Federal-Provincial Fiscal
Arrangements Act (school-leaving age).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the hill is to ensure that
there is a standard school leaving age of 18 across Canada by
making provisions for a deduction from the Canada heath and
socia transfer to the province if the school leaving age is not 18.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-383, an act to amend the Divorce Act (right of
spouses parents to access to or custody of child).

He said: Mr. Speaker, the bill would make it easier for grandpar-
ents to have access to their grandchildren in the event of the death
of a parent. Rather than having to go to court every time, the bill
would make it alot easier for grandparents to have the opportunity
to meet with their grandchildren.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% %

CHILDREN IN LAW ACT

Mr. Mac Harb (Ottawa Centre, Lib.) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-384, an act to amend certain statutes to standard-
ize the definition of “*child” in conformity with the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

He said: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the hill is to recognize in
law the basic rights of the child, as set out in the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, that are not already covered
by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. In other words,
this would be a bill of rights for children in Canada.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k% %

CUSTOMS ACT

Hon. Martin Cauchon (Minister of National Revenue and
Secretary of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada
for the Regions of Quebec), Lib.) moved that Bill S-23, an act to
amend the Customs Act and to make related amendments to other
acts, be read the first time.

(Motion agreed to and hill read the first time)

* x %

PETITIONS

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. David Pratt (Nepean—Carleton, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
under Standing Order 36 | have the honour to present to the House
a petition signed by over 500 Canadians, including constituents in
my riding of Nepean—Carleton.

They call on the federal government to work with the United
Nations Commission on Human Rightsto stop Algerian assaults on
the Amazigh people and to end its programs of discrimination and
repression.

VIA RAIL

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | rise to
present three more petitions to add to the thousands of signatures |
have already presented from citizens of the Peterborough area who
want VIA Rail service re-established between Peterborough and
Toronto.
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The petitioners point out the great environmental advantages,
the reduction in greenhouse emissions, the reduction in accidents
and wear and tear on the highways. It would aso strengthen
Peterborough as a business, educational and tourist centre and
also, | would say, strengthen all the communities along the line.

The petition has support in federa ridings such as Haliburton—Vic-
toria—Brock, Durham, Whitby—Ajax, Pickering—Ajax—Uxbridge,
Markham, Scarborough—Rouge River and Hastings—Frontenac—
Lennox and Addington.

| am pleased to say that the petition has aready resulted in most
constructive meetings between the Minister of Transport and the
people of Peterborough, the hon. member for Haliburton—Victo-
ria—Brock and citizens of the Lindsay area.

® (1220)

CANADA POST

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—L akeshore, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36 | have a petition which
states that rural route mail couriers often earn less than the
minimum wage and have working conditions reminiscent of anoth-
er era. They have not been alowed to bargain collectively to
improve their wages and working conditions. They therefore call
on the House to repeal section 13(5) of the Canada Post Corpora-
tion Act.

[Translation]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
the following questions will be answered today: Nos. 35, 47, 52 and
53.

[Text]

Question No. 35—Mr. Garry Breitkreuz:

With regard to the Canadian firearms program: (a) what is the proposed budget
alocation for the fiscal year 2001-02; (b) what is the cost breakdown in detail for the
fiscal year 2001-02; and (c) what was total cost since its inception in 1995?

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): With regard to
the Canadian firearms Program: (a) The budget allocation for fiscal
year 2001-02 is $34,866,292.

Routine Proceedings
(b) The cost breakdown for fiscal year 2001-02 is as follows:

Operating $24,088,954
Salaries 324,132
Employee Benefit Plans 63,206
Contributions 10,390,000
Total $34,866,292

(c) The total net program cost since its inception in 1995 is
$489.3 million.

Question No. 47—Mr. Roy Bailey:

With regard to the proposed move of the Canadian War Museum from the
location in Rockcliffe to LeBreton Flats, can the government: (&) provide alist of the
consultations it had with members of the Canadian War Museum’s advisory
committee prior to its announcing the move; (b) the reasons for the move; (c)
indicate if the land in Rockcliffe will be sold for private development; and (d)
indicate if the $15 million the Friends of the Canadian War Museum raised toward
the construction of the museum in Rockcliffe: i) will still be used for LeBreton Flats
and if so, how and ii) is consistent with the government’s practice and policy of
constructing museums?

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): (a) Following the end of Mr. Barney
Danson’'s term as chair in June 2000, the Canadian War Museum
advisory committee evolved into two committees, the Canadian
War Museum committee, a committee of the Canadian Museum of
Civilization Corporation, CMCC, Board of Trustees, and the
Canadian War Museum advisory council, a committee established
to provide advice to the director of the Canadian War Museum. On
March 11, 2001, at a meeting of the board's Canadian War Museum
committee, al options for the location of the new museum were
discussed.

The Canadian War Museum advisory council’s membership was
confirmed in April 2001 and a meeting of this council was held on
April 28, during which site options were discussed.

(b) The choice of LeBreton Flats as the location of the new
Canadian War Museum was made because the LeBreton site, close
to Parliament Hill and in the heart of the National Capital, will
make the museum more accessible to the Canadian public and to
the many tourists that visit the National Capital Region. It is
anticipated that construction of the Canadian War Museum on
LeBreton Flats will result in a substantial increase in attendance
and visibility.

(c) The land at Rockcliffe originally identified for construction
of the Canadian War Museum will be transferred to the Canada
Lands Company.

(d) (i) Funds generated through the Friends of the Canadian
War Museum campaign will be directed to exhibitions and
programming on the LeBreton Flats site. Construction
costs for the new museum will be funded by the federa
government.
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(ii) The raising of private sector funds by volunteer organi-
zations for the development of museological exhibitions
and programming is common practice in federal, provin-
cial, municipal and international sectors and is complete-
ly consistent with federal government policies.

Question No. 52—Mrs. Cheryl Gallant:

For each trip abroad by the president of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
between 1991 and the present: (a) what was the destination; (b) what was the
itinerary; (c) what was the reason for the trip; (d) what was the total cost of the trip;
and (e) what was the number of accompanying persons?

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): Canadian Broadcasting Corporation:
The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation is required to provide a
significant level of detail on its finances and operations to the
public through parliament. Its books are audited by the Auditor
General for Canada. The information requested would have formed
part of the information examined by the auditor general in any
given year. All of the budgets and plans of the corporation are
approved and reviewed by the board of directors of the corporation.

Question No. 53—Mr. Andy Burton:

For each trip abroad by the chairman of the Nationa Capital Commission
between 1991 and the present: (a) what was the destination; (b) what was the
itinerary; (c) what was the reason for the trip; (d) what was the total cost of the trip;
and (e) what was the number of the accompanying persons?

Ms. Sarmite Bulte (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Canadian Heritage, Lib.): National Capital Commission: onetrip

only by the chairman of the NCC, Mrs. Jean Pigott, on April
27-28-29, 1992 to:

(a) Washington, D.C., U.SA.

(b) April 27: Ottawa to Washington
April 29; Washington to Ottawa

(c) To accompany members of the Canadiana Fund and the
Official Residences Collection Advisory Committee and meet with
the curator of the U.S. state department and tour U.S. officia
residences.

(d) $1,500 per NCC traveller

(e) Four from the NCC. There were also 8 to 10 Canadiana Fund
members, costs not covered by the NCC.

[Translation]

Mr. Derek Lee: Madam Speaker, | ask that the remaining
questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

[English]

Mr. Bob Mills (Red Deer, Canadian Alliance): Madam Speak-
er, | rise on a point of order. | would like to ask the government
when it plans to answer Question No. 25 which was submitted last
March?

Mr. Derek Lee (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam Speaker, |
will see if | can get an answer for the hon. member.

As the House knows, the government makes every effort to
answer these questions on a timely basis. Some of the questions
unfortunately are necessarily referred because of the nature of the
question to al or many government departments. That makes the
exercise quite an exhaustive and complex one as al members
know.

| do have the hon. member’s question noted as an environment
ministry question and that it deals with departmental contracts. The
review of the datais continuing and the answer is being prepared. |
acknowledge that the question has been unanswered for over 45
days. The member is of course aware that he has an option to move
the question to adjournment proceedings if he wishes to debate the
matter further. If heis not going to do that then | assure the member
that the pursuit of the answer to his question is ongoing and | will
make a specia inquiry into it to ensure an early reply.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

FARM CREDIT CORPORATION ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-25,
an act to amend the Farm Credit Corporation Act and to make
consequential amendments to other acts, be read the third time and
passed.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): |s the House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): The question is on the
motion. Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea

Some hon. members: Yea

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.
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The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): Pursuant to Standing
Order 45 the division stands deferred until Monday, June 11 at the
ordinary hour of daily adjournment.

* k* %

CRIMINAL CODE

The House proceeded to the consideration of Bill C-24, an act to
amend the Criminal Code (organized crime and law enforcement)
and to make consequential amendments to other acts, as reported
(with amendment) from the committee.

SPEAKER' SRULING

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): There are six motions
in amendment standing on the notice paper for the report stage of
Bill C-24, an act to amend the criminal code (organized crime and
law enforcement) and to make consequential amendments to other
acts.

® (1225)
[Tranglation]

Motions Nos. 1 and 2 will be grouped for debate and voted on as
follows: a vote on Motion No. 1 will apply to Motion No. 2.

[English]

Motions Nos. 3 to 6 will be grouped for debate and voted on as
follows: avote on Motion No. 3 appliesto Motions Nos. 4 and 6; an
affirmative vote on Motion No. 3 obliterates the necessity of the
guestion being put on Motion No. 5; a negative vote on Motion No.
3 necessitates the question being put on Motion No. 5.

[Translation]

I will now put Motions Nos. 1 and 2 to the House.
[English]

MOTIONSIN AMENDMENT

Mr. Peter MacK ay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough, PC)
moved:
Motion No. 1

That Bill C-24, in Clause 2, be amended by adding after line 16 on page 4 the
following:

““competent judicial authority” means a Judge of any Court in Canada.”
Motion No. 2

That Bill C-24, in Clause 2, be amended by replacing line 34 on page 4 with the
following:

“25.2 to 25.4, only after acquiring authorization from a competent judicial
authority.”

He said: Madam Speaker, | will begin my remarks by saying that
the PC Party views this as a very positive bill. As members know, it
is legislation that comes about as a result of the Supreme Court of

Government Orders

Canada decision, Regina v Campbell and Shirose. Bill C-24 is
meant to remedy an anomaly that resulted from that decision. It left
law enforcement officers throughout Canada in the unenviable
position of confusion about their ability to, on occasion, act outside
the bounds of the criminal code in an effort to infiltrate or to
apprehend those engaged in unlawful activity.

Specificaly, the legidlation is aimed at organized crime, hence
the title of the hill itself. It focuses on the neverending efforts of
our brave men and women in law enforcement who are faced with
the tremendous task of trying to curtail organized crimein Canada.
This problem has been exaggerated and exacerbated over the past
number of years to the point where many people in communities
throughout Canada, but particularly in the province of Quebec, are
feeling threatened in their communities and very ill at ease in their
homes and in their towns.

The legidlation is meant to address the fallout from the Campbell
and Shirose decision. It is meant to provide police a level of
immunity from prosecution for acting in their capacity as law
enforcement officers, but allowing them to, on occasion, transgress
the law. There are certain limitations that have been placed upon
that, such as serious crimes involving sexual assault, bodily harm
and murder. These are obviously the types of offences that would
be completely out of bounds when it comes to police officers acting
in the line of duty.

There are certainly exceptional cases. The case can be made
where police officers must demonstrate to potential gang activity
and those engaged in unlawful gang activity that they are part of
that gang. They must demonstrate that they are prepared, given
certain circumstances, to break the law in order to ingratiate
themselves or get into the club so they might infiltrate and gain
information by attaining the trust of those who are involved in this
nefarious activity in the hope of bringing them to justice. The
police, by doing this, hope to collect evidence that will eventually
lead to prosecution.

The bill in its current form grants police officers this special
designation that allows them to transgress the law. That discretion
or authority is now vested in the police, abeit through superior
officers, and in some instances attorneys general. In some instances
there is reference to the solicitor general being the top minister in
the department.

® (1230)

That is fine and dandy. However, in terms of direct accountabil-
ity, knowledge and discretion over who should be immune from
prosecution and who should receive this special designation, it is
my submission and earnest suggestion that the competent authority
be a judicia authority. Simply put, it should be a judge. Judges
understand the law and could make learned and competent deci-
sions as to who should be granted these very special powers.

| have worked in the justice system and have a great deal of
respect and admiration for our police. However we all know that
there have been instances, sadly, where police officers have gone
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outside their duties and have in some instances undermined public
confidence.

| strenuously suggest that for the new system and the new law to
take effect, win public confidence and operate in a smooth and
satisfactory way, judges should be granted the discretion to make
decisions as to who is granted immunity. That would be a much
more practical and professional way to go about it and would be
very much in keeping with current practice as it pertains to
wiretaps and to warrants for search and seizure.

Once the designation is made there would be a greater level of
accountability and review. As contemplated in the legislation, the
designation would be for an indeterminate period. However, that is
not to say that no supervision or checks and balances would be in
place or that reports would not be made to those in authority.

| again strongly suggest that it would make greater sense and be
more consistent with our current legal practices to have the
judiciary make the designations. Judges in Canada practise crimi-
nal law daily and are aware of recent developments in the law and
of the practices that take place in courtrooms across the land. They
should have the power vested in them. That is the direction in
which we should be going with the legislation. That is the sole
purpose behind the amendment.

There have been quite animated discussions along this line at
committee level. | would go so far as to say it was one of the most
productive committee hearings | have had the pleasure to take part
in during my short tenure here in Ottawa. There was a full and open
exchange of ideas. Members of parliament were fully engaged in
the debate as to where this very special, extraordinary power
should rest.

The specia designation granting this form of immunity would
not apply only to organized crime. That may come as a surprise to
many, given thetitle of the bill and the intent of the legidlation asiit
was presented and sold to the general public.

The designated special power would apply to police officers
deemed immune from prosecution in their efforts to infiltrate
organized crime. It would apply to their general practice of law
enforcement; that isto say, they would be given powers that used to
exist under common law. There was, after the fact obviously, a
judicial examination of those acts and those actions on the part of
police.

Once the designation is made, subject to the amendment being
accepted by a judge for a police officer or superior officer, or a
provincia attorney general in the case of municipal or provincial
police forces, it would not be for the sole purpose of dealing with
organized crime. That must fully be understood by the Canadian
public. Police officers would return, subject to the legislation
passing, to having discretion in the field to act in emergency
situations.

® (1235)

That is what the legislation is intended to do. It is intended to
correct the fallout and the upshot from the supreme court decision
which threw into disarray the understanding of police officers asto
what they could do in a given circumstance.

It goes without saying that police often find themselves in
dangerous situations where they must make split second decisions
as to their actions. They must apply force but within reason. They
must on occasion enter premises. The practice has always been to
use reason and a certain discretion as to how much force they
should apply and how much of a transgression of the law they
should embark upon.

However, given the size, scope and breadth of Canada and the
many rural communities that exist, it is virtually impossible for
police officers on every occasion and in every instance to receive
prior judicial authorization when contemplating whether to enter a
premise or take a vehicle or other property that may not belong to
them.

All of thisis aimed at allowing police officers to carry out their
very important role of protecting the public. The amendment is
aimed at putting a balance in place so that checks will exist to allow
judges the opportunity to intervene and make a proper designation
and thereby allow police to act appropriately.

Mr. John Maloney (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
| rise to speak to Bill C-24, an act to amend the criminal code in
relation to organized crime and law enforcement and to make
consequential amendments to other acts.

The standing committee has completed its consideration of the
bill. I am pleased to say that the committee endorsed the bill with
only a few amendments. Bill C-24 has been reported back to the
House of Commons with those amendments.

| want to first thank my colleagues on the committee for their
work with respect to the bill. In particular, | would point out that
there were members on the standing committee who had partici-
pated in the subcommittee on organized crime during the last
parliament. It was their report and the recommendations contained
therein that are reflected in the government’s legislation before us.

As we al know, it is a matter of utmost importance that we
expand and enhance the tools available to law enforcement authori-
ties and the criminal justice system to address the serious problem
of organized crime. The committee members examining Bill C-24
understood this and recognized the need to move forward quickly
with the hill.
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At the same time, they recognized that we must ensure that the
tools provided are the correct tools. Bill C-24 includes provisions
of some complexity that would make important additions to the
law of Canada. The committee members considered the provisions
of the hill very carefully and with a clear understanding of its
objectives. We can be confident in their work.

I must also highlight the assistance provided to the committee by
the numerous witnesses who appeared before it. These witnesses
provided substantial, thought provoking testimony and often did so
on very short notice. Their efforts in preparing and presenting
testimony were vital to the committee's proceedings.

The House will recall that Bill C-24, as approved at second
reading, included proposals that fall under four main categories.

First, it would improve protection from intimidation for persons
who play a role in the justice system.

Second, it would create an accountable process to protect law
enforcement officers from criminal liability for certain otherwise
illegal acts committed in the course of an investigation.

Third, it would broaden the powers of law enforcement officers
to seize and forfeit the proceeds of crime and property used in
crimes.

Fourth, it would create important new offences targeting in-
volvement in criminal organizations.

While endorsing al four main elements of the bill, the commit-
tee made a number of amendments in its report to the House. The
amendments would not alter the main thrust of the bill but rather
make improvements upon it. The amendments would reinforce the
effectiveness of the bill and refine the application of certain law
enforcement tools.

I will briefly discuss the principa amendments.

With respect to protection from intimidation, the definition of a
participant in the crimina justice system has been expanded to
include members of provincia legislative assemblies and munici-
pal councils. The definition already included members of the
Senate and of this House as well as persons playing arole in the
administration of justice. Expanding it to include members of
legidlative assemblies and municipal councils would recognize that
other legislators have been called upon to play arole in the fight
against organized crime and could be vulnerable as a result.

® (1240)

A further amendment was adopted which would extend the
intimidation offence to include situations where journalists are
threatened. Committee members felt that journalists play a vita
public role by reporting on organized crime. Groundbreaking
investigative journalism has assisted Canadians in understanding
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the nature and extent of organized crime in Canada. However, as
we are aware, reporting on organized crime can come at a price.
That is why the committee decided to amend the new intimidation
offence to include journalists.

The government accepted the change to include journalists.
However, upon further examination, it recognized that improve-
ments to the amendment accepted by the committee were necessary
to achieve the intended objective.

We are therefore presenting an amendment on behalf of the
government that would add references to journalists to the intent
provisions in subsection 423.1(1) and the description of prohibited
conduct in subsection 423.1(2). The change to those provisions
would add the specific intent of impeding journalists in the
fulfilment of their role in reporting on criminal organizations.

There is no definition in the criminal code of what organized
crime means. There has never been an agreement, either domesti-
caly or internationaly, as to exactly what such a term may
comprise. However a definition of criminal organization was added
to the criminal code in 1997. Bill C-24 would refine and sharpen
that definition.

A new paragraph in the bill, 423.1(1)(c), would thus make it an
offence to intimidate a journalist:

—in order to impede him or her in the transmission to the public of information in
relation to acriminal organization.

The motion proposed by the Bloc Quebecois would address the
same issue but in far too broad a manner. The motion from the
member for Berthie—Montcalm would make it an offence to
intimidate ajournalist with the intent of impeding the performance
of hisor her duties. That would mean journalists would be covered
by this serious offence regardiess of whether their work involved
organized crime or any part of the criminal justice system.

The government agrees that journalists who report on criminal
organizations are in danger and should be protected by the new
offence. We should not underestimate the implications of such a
broad amendment. It is a very serious offence indeed, punishable
by up to 14 years imprisonment.

As a result of another provision in Bill C-24, a murder which
occurs as aresult of this offence would be first degree murder. The
application of the offence to journalists must be limited to those
whose work puts them in danger from criminal organizations. The
government’s motion would do exactly that.

Under the amendment made by the government’s motion, it
would also be an offence to intimidate ajournalist when the intent,
under paragraph 423.1(1)(a), is:

—to provoke a state of fear in agroup of persons or the general public in order to
impede the administration of justice;
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There were technical problems in the amendment adopted by
the committee. To address these problems, the amendment | have
presented would add references to journalists to subsection
423.1(2). Such references are necessary to ensure that the defini-
tion of prohibited conduct includes conduct aimed both at journal-
ists and at persons known to them. This would ensure that acts
which seek to intimidate journalists through their family and
friends are caught by the offence, as | am sure the committee
would have wished.

We are proposing in the same motion limited amendments that
would: first, add the word **crimina” in regard to the administra-
tion of justice in paragraph 423.1(1)(a) in order to be consistent
with the definition of justice system participant in clause 1 of the
bill; and second, add the words *‘ provoke a state of fear” in the
opening words of subsection 423.1(1) so that it describes the intent
involved in al the paragraphs of that subsection rather than just
paragraph (a) as is now the case.

This would better express the bill’s original intent to penalize
conduct which seeks to intimidate by causing fear. It would also
address concerns expressed by witnesses before the committee that
the new offence might be interpreted to apply to peaceful 1obbying
or protest activity aimed at legidators.

® (1245)

In connection with the amendments to section 423.1, we are also
presenting two other consequential amendments. These involve the
reference to the new offence in section 423.1 in the list of offences
under section 183 of the criminal code, both in the main part of the
bill and in a co-ordinating clause. The change simply reflects the
addition of the application to journalists in the description of the
offence.

| return now to the other amendments that were endorsed by the
committee and that have been reported back to this House. With
respect to the limited protection for law enforcement officers and
agents who work under their direction and control, an amendment
was added to provide specific examples of the conditions that
ministers may impose on the designations that bring officers under
these provisions. The protection from criminal liability is subject
to important controls and limitations, and this amendment helps to
clarify the nature of one of these controls.

Another amendment to the provisions on protection from crimi-
nal liability clarifies the requirements for the application of the
protection to agents acting under the direction of law enforcement
officers. This refinement adds a further safeguard to ensure the
proper operation of these provisions.

A further amendment provides for a parliamentary review of
these provisions within three years of their coming into force. This

review will examine the sections dealing with protection from
crimina liability. Parliament will then have an opportunity to
consider whether improvements are needed. The supreme court has
indicated that parliament has a responsibility for providing for
protection from criminal liahility for law enforcement officers. The
three year review provision emphasizes this parliamentary author-
ity and responsihility.

With respect to the provisions defining a criminal organization,
an amendment was made to clarify that a crimina group will fall
under this definition whether its members are situated inside or
outside Canada.

This amendment recognizes the international nature of organized
crime and ensures that the new offences of participating in,
benefiting and directing a crimina organization will have the
corresponding adequate scope. The criminal activity affected will
still have to have a substantial connection with Canada and the
amendment thus does not involve any extraterritorial application of
Canadian law.

The committee also made a number of other technical amend-
ments to improve Bill C-24. These are included in the amended text
of the bill that has been reported.

In closing, | would like to thank the committee for its work on all
these amendments, substantive and technical, and for its work in
examining the bill as a whole. The result is an effective and
balanced hill that would substantively improve our ability to fight
organized crime in this country as well as improve law enforce-
ment generally.

We look forward to the debate at third reading.

Mr. Vic Toews (Provencher, Canadian Alliance): Madam
Speaker, | would like to speak to the amendments to the bill.

First I would like to thank my colleague from the Bloc, the
member for Berthier—Montcalm, for originaly bringing forth the
amendments to extend additional protection from intimidation to
journalists. | think journalists play a very special and important
role in our society. They are fundamental to free speech and in
covering organized crime. The case of the journalist in Quebec
being shot in the way he was last year demonstrated that fact.

As a number of recent cases demonstrate, journalists who serve
the public interest by reporting on organized crime are very much
in need of and deserve enhanced protection under our criminal law.
Again | thank my colleague from the Bloc for bringing that forward
originally in committee.

| thought it was interesting, too, that in the course of our
committee certain government members appeared to only vote in
favour of this amendment brought forward by the Bloc once it was
implied that their names would get out to the mediaif they did not.
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Thisis somewhat amusing, but in fact iskind of sad at the same
time. When a member has to be persuaded—I do not like to use the
word coerced—to extending protection to journalists by the threat
of his or her name being published in the media, it is quite an
interesting state of affairs.

| think it demonstrates the power of the media and indeed reveals
the exact importance of the role of the mediain uncovering matters
of interest. Indeed, it is crucia to our democratic process.

® (1250)

Even that small situation confirmed to me the importance of this
amendment because of the significant role that journalists play.

I will, however, be supporting the government amendments as
opposed to the Bloc amendments. The Bloc raised the matter,
however, a government member denied unanimous consent for the
matter to be placed in the correct positioning and therefore the
amendment proceeded asit did in committee. However, in listening
to the government’s explanation, | think the appropriate amend-
ment would be as proposed by the government.

In respect of the amendment brought forward by the member for
Pictou—Antigonish—Guyshorough, | cannot support it. | would
indicate that under Bill C-24 only the Solicitor General of Canada
for the RCMP or provincial ministers responsible for the police are
given the authority to designate police officers who may commit
offences during the course of a legitimate criminal investigation.
The amendment says that public officials will have the authority to
designate these police officers only after acquiring authorization
from a competent judicia authority, in other words, a judge. |
cannot support that amendment. | do not believe that this is a
process that constitutionally or otherwise reguires the supervision
of ajudge.

We have heard from police evidence and other evidence that
such a requirement which this amendment would impose would
unnecessarily encumber police investigations without a real en-
hancement of the quality of justice or the quality of the police
investigation. | think it is unnecessary to have judicial intervention
at this time. There are unique circumstances that apply to under-
cover and other police investigationsin this context, which | would
think would grind to a halt if this process were adopted.

One has to remember that police officers regularly exercise this
authority without legislative sanction. It was as a requirement or as
a consequence of the Supreme Court of Canada that this amend-
ment became necessary. It is a good amendment because it does set
out clearly the legislated extent to which police officers may
embark upon this course of action. | think it takes a lot of the
guesswork and discretion out of it. It becomes a transparent
process. Canadians and those enforcing the law will understand
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exactly what is required. | think most police forces would agree
that the Liberal bill as it stands on that issue is a reasonable
compromise.

| think the amendment brought forward by the member does not
enhance the ability of police to get the job done in an appropriate
and timely fashion. The bill aready outlines quite clearly what
police officers may or may not do and in which circumstances they
may do it. It takes away that hidden discretion, the discretion that is
unencumbered by legidation. | think this is a very good step.

In general | support the amendments being brought forward by
the government. | again commend the member for the Bloc for
bringing forward the matters related to the journalists. | also want
to point out that there is a review process which was proposed in
committee, that is, that this legislation would be reviewed within
three years. That is important when we are adopting this kind of
legidation.

® (1255)

We have listened to the police forces. We have listened to the
public. We have listened to journalists. | think this hill as proposed
by the Liberals, together with the amendments suggested by the
government and the Bloc, is appropriate.

[Translation]

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Madam
Speaker, | too would like to pay tribute to my Bloc Quebecois
colleague, the hon. member for Berthier—Montcalm, not only for
his work in committee, as the Canadian Alliance member pointed
out, but also for his continuous work, since 1994, in the fight
against organized crime.

Since 1994, the Bloc Quebecois has always put forward initia-
tives to improve the criminal code, so that criminals, particularly
those who belong to biker gangs and to organized crimein general,
will be given meaningful sentences that reflect their crimes and the
terrorism they ingtitutionalized in today’s society.

Back in 1997, when it decided to amend the criminal code, the
government used several of the Bloc Quebecois' ideas. We were
very pleased with that but, at the time, we were also aware that the
criminal code had to be strengthened even further. At the time, we
had pointed to certain flaws, about 80% of which are being
corrected in the new bill.

We still wonder, and the hon. member for Berthier—Montcalm,
often about this: since we were able to identify the problems with
the criminal code, the flaws relating to the tools available to police
officers to combat organized crime, why did the government take
so long to recognize the need to strengthen the criminal code and to
have specific provisions to lead a continuous, constant and deter-
mined fight against organized crime?
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| am not saying that we would have avoided al that has
happened, but some of the 151 murders committed between 1994
and now in the biker gang war, particularly to control the drug
market, might have been avoided.

Some of the 170 attempted murders, including the recent one
against reporter Michel Auger, might also have been avoided.

With atightened criminal code, as we have before us today, we
might have avoided some of these attempted murders, 13 disap-
pearances, 334 violent crimes, 129 cases of arson, 82 bombings and
the murder of one young boy in 1995. Young Daniel Desrochers
lost his life as a result of a bombing in the Hochelaga—Maison-
neuve area. The bomb was placed by the Hell’s Angels, who were
involved with the Rock Machine, now known as the Bandidos, in a
war to control the drug traffic.

Let us not forget that, if we open the door to these crimina
gangs, if we provide them with some kind of haven where they can
grow and prosper, they can only become more arrogant and more
powerful. With power comes their willingness to commit more
crime to show their supremacy.

That is exactly what happened when two prison guards were
killed in 1997, if | am not mistaken. We might have avoided these
tragedies.

Members might remember that four years ago | talked about
institutionalized terrorism in Quebec and southeastern Ontario, in
the countryside. Members of criminal gangs grow marijuana in
those fields every year. To ensure the growth of their business
operations, they terrorize farm families. Maybe this is something
else we could have avoided.

| am pleased with what | see in this bill. | even support the
amendment put forward by my Conservative colleague allowing a
judge to designate a member of a police force who can be protected
from criminal liability for certain otherwise illegal acts committed
in the course of an investigation.

® (1300)

It is also a way to protect the solicitor general. We should not
forget that, when politics interfere with the judiciary, it aways
turns into a disaster, as we have seen in the past. It has always put
us, willy-nilly, in terrible situations.

It is especialy true since the practice of having illega acts
committed by police officers applies not only to investigations into
organized crime. We often asked this question to the solicitor
genera and the justice minister. They have said that this practiceis
not restricted to organized crime.

This thing could go quite far. The solicitor general could have to
make a political decision when what we need isajudicia decision.
This could lead to abuse.

We have seen a lot of abuse in the past. We al know what
happened in the 1970s. We would not like to see this happen again.
Two royal commissions investigated police actions during the
October 1970 events. The powers of police officers were restricted,
and at the same time, the roles of the RCMP and of the Canadian
Security Intelligence Service were divided so that these roles
would be clearly defined.

Did we forget about all these discussions? Did we forget what
happened a few decades ago, so that we are now about to make the
same mistakes again today?

We support the introduction of the judicia order, therefore of a
judge, in the fact that the police are given authority or tools to work
with, including the ability to commit offences, not murder or rape,
as part of their undercover operations.

| met alot of policemen during the three months my family had
24 hour a day protection seven days a week because of death
threats. | had reported gangsters who had taken over farmland in
my riding, elsewhere in Quebec and in southeastern Ontario.

| therefore had ataste of that sort of terrorism. | also learned alot
by talking to the police who often came from drug raids and who
had had to go undercover. They are often required to commit
offences, because, if they do not, they risk their skins. They risk
being killed on the spot. So, they need these tools in order to
become more effective and to protect themselves as well.

They have to be careful. Thejob of policemen is not a cushy one.
They need these tools. We support the fact that the government is
giving them the tools to enable them to effectively combat
organized crime and do not get discouraged. | al'so met police from
the RCMP and the Sireté du Québec, who, in the absence of legal
instruments, were back at square one after months and months of
investigations costing hundreds of millions of dollars and unable to
lay charges.

| am very anxious to see, following the recent operation spring-
time 2001, with its 160 arrests, including the heads of biker gangs,
how far we will be able to proceed with charges under the
provisions of the Criminal Code as it now stands, and this will need
to be discussed with the minister at some point.

The weaknesses that have been pointed out since 1997 are still
there, until the new legidlation is enacted. If they remain, this
means that charges are not being laid and evidence is not being
gathered against these 160 bandits who have committed criminal
offences ranging from drug trafficking to corruption, intimidation
of judges, paliticians, journalists, and even murder or attempted
murder.

If the tools available to us at the present time, which have been
criticized since 1997 by the Bloc Quebecois, and by my colleague
for Berthie—M ontcalm—stand in the way of laying any meaning-
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ful charges against this band of criminals, that will be the fault of
the Minister of Justice, no more and no less.

She had no justification for waiting this long before introducing
her bill. She had all the toals, al the analyses, at her disposal. We
had provided them. She had everything she needed to make a
decision to strengthen the criminal code well before today.

During the committee hearings, the hon. member for Berthier—
Montcalm told me that, as regards the amendment to include
journalists in the clause about people to be protected against
intimidation through sentences of up to 14 years, we had to
intimidate the Liberals to have them agree to include journaistsin
the list of people to be protected against intimidation. This is
incredible.

We all know about Mr. Auger’s experience. We know that, like
politicians, as | learned from personal experience, journalists do a
risky and dangerous job. They examine issues. They target crimi-
nals. They report on their activities. It is quite normal to include
them.

® (1305)

However we had to threaten the Liberals with releasing the
names of those who were opposed to including journaists in the
list of the people to be protected from intimidation, before they
would finally agree to this amendment. They got scared that their
names would be released and that journalists would say ““Listen,
this does not make sense”.

For al these reasons, we will support the amendment proposed
by the Progressive Conservative member. We will also support the
other group of amendments, which consists in including journalists
in the new clause on intimidation.

[English]

Mr. Joe Comartin (Windsor—St. Clair, NDP): Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to speak to the amendments proposed by my friend
from Pictou—Antigonish from the Progressive Conservative Party.
| would like to indicate on behalf of our party that we support these
amendments.

Before | go to the specific amendments, | would like to
acknowledge the work that the committee did and the fact that the
Liberal government saw its way through to add that provision to
protect journalists. Work that has been done by journalists specifi-
caly on organized crime has been exemplary. They do that
profession proud. The fact that the government has recognized
their work and their need for that protection by the expansion of the
provisions to prevent intimidation is an excellent one. | congratu-
late them on it.

The two amendments proposed relate to the necessity of having a
judicial review of police officers who commit crimesin the pursuit
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of the provisions of these amendments to the code. | believe it is
realy important to take a bit of an historical perspective on the
necessity of having this type of protection built into the legislation.

As my friend from the Bloc indicated, no one here has any
misgivings about what we are doing with the rest of the bill. We
recognize the seriousness of organized crime in the country,
particularly in Ontario and even more so in Quebec over the last
number of years. It has become a prominent issue. No one is
downplaying the significance of the need for this legislation. No
one is downplaying the significance of the need to protect police
officersin their duties, especialy in this area. They are at constant
risk for their own safety and at times their lives. So thereis no issue
with regard to that among anyone in the House or in the govern-
ment.

However that does not say that we ignore the reality of the
structure that we have built in our legal system over the centuries.
There has been any number of times in the past where we have
gone to excess in dealing with a criminal problem. | am afraid this
could be one of those occasions, if we pass this these amendments
to the code without the provision of a judicia review for police
officers who commit crimes or breach other parts of the criminal
code because of the necessity to do their work.

We have had a long history of balancing our responsibility to
provide protection in a safe environment for our citizens with the
recognition that there are civil liberties in the country. We have to
recognize those. We always hear that we are just worried about the
criminals. Palice officers are human. They can make errors. The
whole idea behind our system is that we provide someone else, in
the form of judges, to protect us from those errors. Again, | am not
going to suggest judges are perfect. | have appeared before too
many of them in my career to suggest that. However it is an
additional measure, and a very important one, to provide all
citizens with that type of protection.

® (1310)

As aresult of questions from | think at least three of the four
opposition parties, we have heard the Solicitor General of Canada
and the Minister of Justice repeatedly say the that it is just too
cumbersome, or synonyms of that word.

That is just plain nonsense. We have used this system in
providing warrants, sometimes very complicated warrants, and our
judges have been able to deal with that. There is no reason, given
the skills they bring to their positions, that they cannot do the same
thing in this area.

I know a number of groups appeared before the committee when
the bill was being reviewed. The Civil Liberties Association and a
number of the bar associations made representations. All pushed
strongly for this extra protection. Quite frankly, all indicated their
understanding of the need for the legislation, but wanted the safety
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net built in to provide al citizens with this protection. It is our
responsibility. We should fulfil our responsibility by accepting the
amendments of Progressive Conservative Party and by supporting
them.

[Tranglation]

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Madam Speaker, | will be very brief. | congratulate and thank
the other members who spoke on this topic, especially the member
for St-Hyacinthe—Bagot. He gave a very important perspective on
the subject, of which he obviously has first-hand knowledge.

| hope al members will vote for this amendment.
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): |s the House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): The question is on
Motion No. 1. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members. No.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): All those in favour of
the motion will please say yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): In my opinion the nays
have it.

Some hon. members: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): | declare Motion No. 1
lost. | therefore declare Motion No. 2 lost.

[Translation]

Before putting the motions in Group No. 2 to the House, | wish
to make it clear that the hon. member for Berthie—Montcalm no
longer wishes to proceed with Motion No. 5 in Group No. 2.

[English]

Hon. John Manley (for the Minister of Justice) moved:
Motion No. 3

That Bill C-24, in Clause 4, be amended by replacing line 4 on page 13 with the
following:

‘justice system participant or journalist),”
Motion No. 4

That Bill C-24, in Clause 11, be amended by replacing lines 7 to 36 on page 18
with the following:

423.1 (1) No person shall, without lawful authority, engage in conduct referred
to in subsection (2) with the intent to provoke a state of fear in

(a) agroup of persons or the genera public in order to impede the administration
of crimina justice;

(b) ajustice system participant in order to impede him or her in the performance
of his or her duties; or

(c) ajournalist in order to impede him or her in the transmission to the public of
information in relation to a criminal organization.

(2) The conduct referred to in subsection (1) consists of

(a) using violence against a justice system participant or a journdist or anyone
known to either of them or destroying or causing damage to the property of any of
those persons;

(b) threatening to engage in conduct described in paragraph (a) in Canada or
elsewhere;

(c) persistently or repeatedly following a justice system participant or a journalist
or anyone known to either of them, including following that person in a
disorderly manner on a highway;

(d) repeatedly communicating with, either directly or indirectly, a justice system
participant or ajournalist or anyone known to either of them; and

(e) besetting or watching the place where a justice system participant or ajournalist
or anyone known to either of them resides, works, attends school, carries on business
or happens to be.

Motion No. 6

That Bill C-24, in Clause 81, be amended by replacing line 22 on page 68 with the
following:

*‘justice system participant or journalist),”
® (1315)

Mr. Peter MacKay (Pictou—Antigonish—Guysborough,
PC): Madam Speaker, | will speak very briefly to this since | did
not touch upon it in my earlier remarks on my own amendment.

| would again reiterate that it is not the position of the Progres-
sive Conservative Party, and | think | am safein saying it is not the
position of any party in the House, to impede or in any way hold
back the police in their very important duty to protect citizens and
the country from this growing threat of organized crime.

This amendment was proposed by the Bloc. | again wish to
congratul ate the members of the Bloc who contributed a great deal
to this particular piece of legislation, who brought forward amend-
ments, who proposed supply day motions that | would suggest very
much pushed the government toward the point we see today where
legislation has been brought forward.

As| indicated, members, particularly the member for Saint-Hya-
cinthe—Bagot, know first hand the means by which organized
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crime can invade a person’s life and very much affect day to day
existence through threats to family. Often it is very much implied.
Itisvery subtle. It is very nefariousin its means. Thisis something
that can be most disturbing. It is a cancer, a plague on our justice
system, when it occurs.

It stands to reason that we would extend this practice of
protection beyond our own means, beyond the members of parlia-
ment and the Senate, and extend it to provincia and municipal
politicians and to journalists as well, because we have seen the
extremely important role that journalists play in public awareness,
in the reporting of the activities of organized crime and, | would
suggest as well, in the disclosure and the pulling back of the cloak
of secrecy that is very often part of the threat that organized crime
can pose.

In many instances revealing who these individuals are strips
them bare of their ability to intimidate. If the bright light of day
shines upon them, they are no longer able to work from the
shadows and cause fear in the hearts of those who are seeking
justice. Whether it be through disclosing information, whether it be
ajourndlist, jury members or participants in the justice system in
any way, intimidation can very clearly take the underpinnings and
shake the cornerstone of the justice system.

To that end is the government adoption of this amendment that
originated from the Bloc. | must congratulate the member for
Berthier—Montcalm aswell. | know that he has worked extremely
hard and has made significant contributions to the bill aswell. The
government in its wisdom has seen its way clear to including
journalists in this envelope, in this protection from intimidation.

® (1320)

Expanding this so that journalists are included means that they
too can go about their tasks and their reporting without the fear of
reprisal. If it does happen, the justice system is now mandated to
intervene. We do not have to look any further than a very recent
example involving Michel Auger in Montreal. What is quite timely
is that we are informed that members of the Slreté du Québec and
the Montreal city police, | believe, have apprehended individuals
connected with his shooting.

He was a very courageous man indeed, Madam Speaker, as you
would know. Not only has he recovered, he continues to write on
the subject of organized crime. He continues to provide the public
in the province of Quebec with information about this story of
organized crime and with other stories he has taken on in his
passion as a journalist.

We in the Progressive Conservative Party are supporting this
amendment as well. We encourage other members to do likewise.
We look forward to seeing the legidation come into being upon
passing through the other place.

Government Orders

[Translation]

Mr. Yvan Loubier (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot, BQ): Madam
Speaker, | thank the Progressive Conservative member for hiskind
words with respect to the Bloc Quebecois members, particularly
the member for Berthier—Montcalm, who led the battle for this
amendment to the crimina code.

We are going to vote in favour of this amendment: first, because
wefeel itisvery fair and, second, because it was our colleague, the
member for Berthier—Montcalm, who suggested it to the Standing
Committee on Justice.

As| mentioned earlier, it isabit much that the Liberal members
must aways be practicaly intimidated before they will come
around to a point of view or an analysis which has always been
right. The Bloc Quebecois has aways put its finger on the
problems and the shortcomings of the criminal code, and the tools
the police are given to conduct their investigations.

During the last meeting of the Standing Committee on Justice,
the Liberal members were completely opposed to journalists being
protected. Even in the case of Mr. Auger, it was something they
would not do. It took the Bloc Quebecois moving a motion calling
for a recorded division and threatening to release the names of
those Liberal members present to convince them.

It is a bit much to have to operate in this way to bring about
improvements. This government does not readily understand the
importance of what it includes in a hill, in terms of actions and
wording.

This amendment deals with intimidation. This is a very impor-
tant issue; with money, it is the key element in the war being
wagered by al crimina groups. If, with the wealth derived from
drugs, car thefts and prostitution, one is unable to buy another
person, he will use intimidation. It is the one or the other.

We welcome this amendment. For about three months, | lived
through this hell. 1t was as if | had been in some kind of jail 24
hours a day, seven days a week, while | could see on television
criminals clowning around, smiling and acting like movie stars;
they are incredibly arrogant when they become powerful.

Their arrogance is directly proportional to their power. For an
honest citizens, particularly athree year old girl, to be deprived of
their freedom even for an hour, is the most horrible experience they
can go through. Freedom is important, particularly when one has
nothing to reproach oneself with.

Why should we be shy when comes the time to fight organized
crime, under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
supposedly to respect the rights of these people who have absolute-
ly no respect for others? They destroy families, they kill, even 11
year old children.
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Why should we not include clauses such as the one proposed by
my colleague from Berthier—Montcalm to protect journalists? In
a democracy, these people have an incredible job to do, that is, to
dig up the truth and denounce criminals. In this democracy, they
often complement our work. Without them, democracy would be
incredibly flawed. So it was quite normal that we should include
journalists in this new clause on intimidation.

® (1325)

| am also pleased with the new provision that will protect the
genera public from certain acts of intimidation. Other provisions
provide for the prosecution of those who help out organized
criminals or have close ties with them. | am also very happy that,
under this bill, the thugs who take over farmland in my riding and
elsewhere in Quebec will be prosecuted.

By linking those two provisions to the crimes they commit, we
will be able to put them behind bars. First, they use intimidation.
For about four years now, they have been intimidating farm
families. That is unacceptable. They terrorize them for six months
every year, from the moment they sow and transplant to the
moment they harvest. They intimidate farmers, their families and
their children.

We now have the extra tools we need to prosecute them. After
catching these criminals right there in the fields, and | am talking
directly to them now, we will have the tools to prosecute them for
contributing to organized crime, the operations of biker gangs in
particular, and to ensure they get real tough sentences. We will put
an end to institutionalized terrorism in the rural areas of Quebec
and particular in my riding of Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot. We will let
those farming families alone, undisturbed, to enjoy the use of their
land and make the economy roll.

I am particularly proud of the new provisions. However, we
would have liked the minister to show even more openness. We
will have to wait another two, three or maybe four years to find out
that there are still flaws.

I do not know what is happening, but on our side, we work, we
analyse and we plan. We have a problem with a number of thingsin
this bill, irrespective of the good in it, and the bill satisfies about
80% of our expectations, for example, the whole issue of the
solicitor general approving of the commission of crimes by police-
men.

Why isajudge not involved asis the case for search warrants, so
that the political power does not interfere with the judiciary, with
all the abuses that this may entail? There will be abuses. It is easy
to foresee that. Why not also limit police immunity with respect to
the organized crime?

We have asked the Minister of Justice why she was not referring
to crimina organizations, to organized crime. It is becoming

disturbing to see that we can extend immunity to the police for any
reason, basically for any group. It is just like an open bar. Once
again, we want to give the police all the tools they need to fight
organized crime and to help them do their work. That is obvious.
However, we have to put restrictions and we need to be very
careful.

We also asked the minister to reverse the burden of proof for the
proceeds of crime. Let the criminals explain how, when they do not
have aregular job and do not file income tax returns with Revenue
Canada or Revenu Québec, they can afford a Mercedes, a boat and
a mansion.

It would have been nice if the government had avoided a
situation where it will have to spend thousands and millions of
dollars investigating the assets of criminals to prove that they are
the proceeds of crime. We will have to wait once more, maybe for
three, four or five years.

It would have been so easy to pass this bill before operation
Spring 2001. It was possible. These problems have been pointed
out since 1997. | would have liked to see the 160 criminals who
were arrested in Quebec charged under the principles of the new
bill. It was possible. We knew what was missing in the criminal
code. We knew how difficult it was to prove gangsterism with the
so-caled rule of the three fives: a group of five people having
committed in the last five years a crime punishable by imprison-
ment for five years.

We will have to continue our education efforts, and the next time

around the bill will be better and will give us 100% of what we
need to fight organized crime effectively.

® (1330)
[English]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): Is the House ready for
the question?

Some hon. members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): The question is on
Motion No. 3. Isit the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): | declare Motion No. 3
carried. | therefore declare Motions Nos. 4 and 6 carried.

Hon. David Collenette (for the Minister of Justice) moved
that the bill, as amended, be concurred in with further amendments.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): Isit the pleasure of the
House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
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Some hon. members: On division.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): | declare the motion
carried.

(Motion agreed to)

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): It being 1.32 p.m. the
House will now proceed to the consideration of private members
business as listed on today’s order paper.

PRIVATE MEMBERS BUSINESS

[English]

SOCIAL HOUSING

Mr. Peter Goldring (Edmonton Centre-East, Canadian Al-
liance) moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should develop a precise and
workable definition of the terms *“ affordable housing”’, *“poverty’ and ‘‘homeless”
to guide government policy and to establish legislative parameters for related
government spending.

He said: Madam Speaker, | wish to thank my colleague from
Prince George—Peace River for seconding the motion. | am
pleased to rise today to speak on my motion, Motion No. 245, and |
would like to repeat it for the record:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should develop a precise and
workable definition of the terms *“ affordable housing”, ** poverty”, and *“ homeless”
to guide government policy and to establish legislative parameters for related
government spending.

The reason for this is very simple, that is, the most basic of
terms, these three, affordable housing, poverty and homeless, have
so many different meanings across the country that it makes it
rather impossible to legislate for the needs of the citizens of
Canada with so much variety in interpretation.

The term homeless, for example, has so many different defini-
tions that it has the number of homeless people in Canada varying
from some three million people at the high end to a low end of
some three thousand if we are talking about people who simply do
not have shelter or a home.

With thisin mind, | will first refer to the dictionary definition of
homeless. Three dictionaries, American Heritage, Canadian Ox-
ford and Webster's, ssimply say it means having no home or lacking
a home. That is very simple.

Private Members' Business
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One would think it would be very simple for various organiza-
tions across Canada to be able to use those simple terms, but what
appears simple is not necessarily so. Out of 10 homeless reports |
reviewed from across Canada there were 38 different definitions of
homeless.

With that in mind, and because it isimportant, | will read into the
record the different definitions so that we can examine the problem
to seeif we cannot come up with a solution, something simple and
basic that we are able to legislate and follow.

I will start with the different definitions of homeless and
homel essness. The definitions describe homeless people as: having
no housing aternatives; being absolutely homeless; being sheltered
homeless; living in emergency accommodations; living in con-
demned housing; living in transitional accommodation and ready
to be discharged but having no permanent residence to go to.

The definitions continue, describing homeless people as those
who: are expected to be on the street at the end of a stay; are
expected to be on the street in the immediate future; have an
extremely low income; have no fixed address; have no permanent
place to reside; have no housing at al or are staying in atemporary
form of a situation. They aso include people who: sleep on the
street; sleep in a stairwell; end up staying with friends; live in
housing that is extremely expensive; live in overcrowded or
inadequate housing; live in places not meant for human habitation;
live in parks and on beaches; live in vehicles, squat in vacant
buildings; live in hostels; and live in substandard hotels and
rooming houses.

More definitions include: being absolutely, periodically or tem-
porarily without shelter; living in housing not within easy reach of
employment and costing more than 50% of income; lacking
privacy, security and tenant document rights; having mental health
or socia disorganization; not being a member of a stable group;
being in extreme cases of failure to provide the conditions needed
to ensure quality of life; paying more than 30% of income for rent;
having no home or haven; lacking a home; having no home or
permanent place of residence; having the quality or state of being
homeless; being chronically homeless; being cyclically homeless;
being temporarily homeless;, and suffering from the homeless
disease.

It rather defies belief that in 10 reports we can have 38 different
definitions. How on earth can we develop policy when we have
such misunderstandings and misinterpretations across the country
in 10 smple reports, let alone practically every city having its own
individual reports?
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If that is not enough of a problem in regard to the definition of
the term homeless, we follow through with the problem of defining
poverty. The problem with poverty, and why it impacts and varies
so much, is that the largest single group in the homeless category
across the country is single people.

If we try to understand what the poverty level is for a single
person, we will see that it varies from the $450 a month in
Edmonton, which is provided by social services for asingle person
to live on, to the low income cutoff of $1,757. It varies from social
assistance of $450 to $1,750. Once again, how do we rationalize it?
Those numbers are for one city, the city of Edmonton. Let us look
at Alberta assisted living wages in Edmonton. That is $855 a
month. Minimum wages are $5.90 an hour, which means that full
time employment of 170 hours is worth $1,000 a month.

® (1340)

Surely we have to come up with some opinion of what we
consider to be a rational level for a single person who is living in
poverty. In other words, what is the poverty level for a single
person? Certainly | do not believe that it should be $1,700 a month,
which is approximately 80% more than a person living on mini-
mum wage. On the low end, $450 a month does not provide
sustenance of life either. Therefore we have a problem defining
poverty.

The third area we have a problem with is affordable housing.
What is affordable? How do we characterize and provide for
affordable housing across this country when there are such wide
discrepancies in our understanding of what is affordable? For
example, a brand new six-plex row housing unit was built in
Edmonton at $117,000 per unit. In the city of Edmonton that is
simply not affordable. That is high end housing. A builder can
build the same housing for $55 a square foot in Edmonton, for a
cost of approximately $60,000 to $70,000 a unit. If the builder can
build units to code, to regulations, to all standards including health
standards, and build these units for $55 a square foot, why are we
considering affordable housing in the range of $100 to $110 a
square foot?

How can that be provided on a national basisif we are looking at
providing assistance with funding for 1.7 million households
across the country? The difference between those two | mentioned
is a factor of 2 to 1. Surely we have to come up with some
legidlation and terminology so that we can examine what we mean
by affordable and what is proper for usto provide. We need to have
that before we look at funding.

In this case, we simply could not afford to provide a six unit row
house complex at a cost of $117,000 per unit to all those across the
country who do need it.

The other issue with affordable housing is how we make it
affordable. There are great concerns with that as well, because

100% of the funding for this same six unit affordable housing
project in Edmonton came from Alberta lottery funds or from
taxpayers. By the same token, now that the complex has been
opened taxpayers are paying subsidized rents up to market value.
We have to address not only the problem of affordability but the
problem of how we appropriate grants and loans for new construc-
tion. In this case the taxpayers paid to build the building and are
also paying to subsidize the rents. That obviously cannot be done
across the country.

There are various issues that must be addressed and considered.
We absolutely must have working definitions for the terms afford-
able housing, poverty and homeless in order to be able to go on to
the other issues, which would be to develop regional housing
shelter ladders and affordable housing standards and to address
deinstitutionalization concerns and charter of rights and freedoms
concerns. All of these will have to be addressed before we can start
to look at properly addressing the concerns of the homeless and of
those across the country who need affordable housing.

| ask all members to agree that the first step in providing
affordable housing and addressing shelter needs and concernsisto
understand the terminology so that we can define it in terms of
where our needs are before we proceed to other areas.

As| indicated, one of the largest concernsin the country, one of
the largest needs, is that of providing housing for singles. Whether
we are talking about Toronto or Edmonton, our shelters across the
country are filled with single people, alarge number who have the
means to pay at least some rent. Whether it is in Toronto or
Edmonton, one-third of the people in the emergency shelters need
clean affordable rooming house rooms. For example, in Edmonton
that would be a rooming house room that would rent for $250 a
month and in Toronto it would probably be $300 to $350 a month.

® (1345)

The problem is that we have not built any new rooming house
rooms in Canada in 20 years. More than that, we have closed
two-thirds of the rooming house rooms. Affordable housing is one
of the most critical areas that must be defined and defined soon.

Ninety per cent of funding that has been going into RRAP repair
programs has been going into upscale apartment projects, not into
the most needed area, rooming house rooms. Part of the reason for
that is the explanation and definition of what a rooming house
room is and what an apartment is. That underlines the concerns and
the need to develop national understandings and definitions for the
terminology that we are using.

With the affordable housing definitions and terminology it is
very important to define whether it is a rooming house room for
singles or whether it is the shelters themselves, so that we know
what we will provide for basic shelter and for affordable housing
units.
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It is estimated that some 7,000 rooming house rooms in the
Toronto area have been closed down. When | visit the shelters in
Toronto and Edmonton | am told time and again that the men and
women staying in those shelters want rooming house rooms. They
could afford to move into something but they just do not have
enough money to move into upscale apartments.

Due to the importance of my motion and the need for affordable
housing on anational basis, | ask for unanimous consent to make it
votable.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): Is there unanimous
consent?

Some hon. members. Agreed.
Some hon. members. No.

Mrs. Judi Longfield (Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of
Labour, Lib.): Madam Speaker, | am pleased to rise to spesk to
Motion No. 245. | will start by addressing the part of the motion
that asks the government to develop a precise and workable
definition of the term homeless.

What might appear to be a fairly straightforward request is not
nearly so straightforward. The member opposite gave a very
lengthy and accurate accounting of valid definitions used by
government and agencies throughout our country. | would argue
that we should concern ourselves with definitions of the problem. |
believe it is more appropriate for us to focus our attention on
meeting the challenges of homelessness.

We know, for example, there is no single cause of homel essness.
Therefore we cannot simply assume that any definition we come up
with will adequately address the situation of Canadians who find
themselvesin need of housing, mental health care, rehabilitation or
employment training.

People who are without shelter are on the streets for many
reasons. some because of alcohol or substance abuse, some because
of spousal abuse, and others are chronically unemployed or have
mental health problems. There are many reasons people are on the
streets and they should al be defined differently.

A community worker dealing with a single mother looking for
shelter, a discharge worker trying to help a psychiatric patient
reintegrate into the community, or any other type of homeless
causes that community workers in Canada deal with every day
could all produce a very different definition.

Similarly different communities aso define the problem in
different ways. Finding affordable housing in Toronto is very
different from finding affordable housing in rural Saskatchewan.
Living in poverty in Edmonton is different from living in poverty
in rural New Brunswick. While these problems may both be
equally acute, they are different. | feel that it would be almost
impossible to develop a definition that would suit these situations
which are equally unique.

Private Members' Business

The issue of homelessness is quantitatively different in large
urban centres than it is in smaller towns and rural areas. For
example, when the Minister of Labour and the federal co-ordinator
for homelessness went across the country to discuss the homeless
issues with mayors and community workers she heard many
different definitions of the problem.
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Some community groups were concerned with street youth,
others with women who needed refuge from a difficult family
situation. Others thought the priority should be unemployed men
who needed food and temporary accommodation. These people did
not have a common definition of homelessness but they did see a
common problem.

They were not so much interested in defining the problem as
they were in solving it. These community leaders told us that they
wanted support from the Government of Canada that would meet
the needs that they saw. They wanted the flexibility to develop
local solutions that would meet the needs of the homeless in their
individual communities.

Successive federal, provincial, territorial and municipal govern-
ments have responded by bringing in countless different measures
over the years that are designed to help those who are in need;
measures such as the federal government’s national homelessness
initiative, which is attempting to co-ordinate an adequate response
to this growing crisis on the federal side while working together
with provincial, territorial and municipal governments, as well as
community organizations and the private sector to address the
issue.

The goal of thisinitiative is to prevent and aleviate homeless-
ness. Its objectives are as follows: to facilitate community capacity
development to address the local needs of the homeless by
co-ordinating Government of Canada efforts and resources and
enhancing the diversity of tools and resources available; to foster
effective partnerships and investments that contribute to addressing
the immediate and multifaceted needs of the homeless and to
reducing homelessness in Canada; and to increase the awareness
and understanding of homelessness in Canada.

There is also the supporting communities partnerships initiative
that the government introduced last year to support communities
across Canada in meeting the unique needs of the homelessin their
communities as they see them.

The federal government is a partner, often along with provincial,
territorial and municipal levels of government, community organi-
zations and the private sector. However the needs are locally
defined.

Of course there are some criteria. For example, one of the federal
government’s key objectives is to ensure that no individua is
involuntarily on the street by ensuring that sufficient shelters and
adequate support systems are available. Another is to reduce the
number of individuals requiring emergency shelters and traditional
and supportive housing through preventative initiatives, early
intervention, health services, low cost housing and discharge
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planning. These are al based on a continuum that leads to
independence and self-reliance.

A wide variety of organizations, including public health and
educational institutions, not for profit organizations, and even
individuals, are eligible to receive funding. The private sector also
has an important role to play. We have encouraged them to
contribute and in some cases participate in joint initiatives.

The Government of Canada has included the following 10 cities
in the initiative: Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, Toron-
to, Hamilton, Ottawa, Montreal, Quebec City and Halifax. They are
designated as large urban centres where homelessness is most
acute. Smaller communities or groups of communities working
together in aregion that can demonstrate a homeless problem are
also eligible.

Recently, for example, the Minister of Justice and the Attorney
General of Canada, on behalf of the federal co-ordinator for
homelessness, announced federal funding of $19 million to assist
the homeless in Edmonton and other parts of north and centra
Alberta as defined by these communities. Some $17 million will go
to the Edmonton housing trust fund to work with the city agencies
and private sector to meet the needs of the homeless in that city.

Edmonton mayor, Bill Smith, expressed his support for this
approach. He said that his city was pleased to be working with the
federal and provincial governments to address the issue of home-
lessness in Edmonton. Similarly, the provincial minister of seniors
responsible for housing in the government of Alberta is aso in
favour of the partnership approach. However he reminds us that
every community has different housing needs and circumstances
that are best resolved by local planning and decision making.

From the federal government’s perspective, we see homeless-
ness as an issue that goes right to the heart of the kind of country
we want to live in. Do we want a society that is generous and fair,
that includes everyone and that is willing to provide support to
those in need? Clearly, the vast majority of Canadians have already
answered yes. They want a society that is generous, progressive
and inclusive. Our experience to date tells us that our partners in
the provincial and municipal governments and the community
organizations that are working directly with the homeless, however
they are defined, share this perspective.

® (1355)

[Translation]

Ms. Diane Bourgeois (Terrebonne—Blainville, BQ): Madam
Speaker, | am very happy to have an opportunity today to try to
help clarify the terms affordable housing, poverty and homeless.

Thisis atopic of great interest to me, all the moreso as| am a
woman. When one talks about poverty, the homeless and affordable
housing, the majority of those affected are women. | am aso the
Bloc Quebecois critic for the status of women.

I will begin right away by saying how very disappointed | amin
the answer given by the member opposite. | thought that we were
here this afternoon to clarify, as set out in the motion, the terms
affordable housing, poverty and homeless, and not to list off what
the government is doing with respect to affordable housing,
poverty and the homeless.

Since the beginning of this parliamentary session, the Bloc
Quebecois has repeatedly asked questions on these topics. We have
tried in various ways to find out whether the government is on the
same wavelength as we are, if its understanding of the concepts of
affordable housing, poverty and homeless is the same as ours.

As the House knows, the federa government stopped funding
social housing in 1994, and perhaps that is why we have been
asking so many questions. It is no longer providing any funding for
this. It chose instead to put in place an affordable housing program,
which is totally unacceptable for Quebecers and Canadians.

The federa government is about to invest $680 million in
housing that does not meet the needs of the poor and the homeless.

The motion brought forward today will give me the opportunity
to explain the difference between social and affordable housing and
to give a clear definition of the words poverty and homeless, and |
thank the member for Edmonton Centre East for that.

As the Bloc Quebecois critic on the status of women, | will
cannot claim that | live in what would qualify as poverty. | am one
of those women who, through their work, were able to make a
decent living.

However, | went to meet people, to meet groups in Quebec as
well asin the rest of Canada. | went to see if these groups had a
definition of social housing. | went to see what they thought of
affordable housing. | went to see what the words poverty and
homeless meant to them.

The idea of affordable housing is directly related to the issue of
social housing. Social housing means housing designed exclusively
for unattached individuals, elderly people, men, women, families
and households with avery low income. It means that these people
pay at least 30% of their gross income, and maybe more, to have a
decent place to live, including heat and electricity. We are talking
about more 1,670,700 households, the majority of which are single
parent families headed by women.

| believe it isimportant to define what social housing is because
it is not affordable housing.
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During the last el ection campaign, the Liberals promised afford-
able housing. Today we can state that they have not yet begun to
fulfil those promises, because negotiations between the federa
government and the provinces are at a standstill.

Promises were made about the construction of housing by
independent building contractors, with a minimum investment of
$12,500. We know that decent housing requires an investment of at
least $25,000 investment. | am referring here to four-room accom-
modation. Thisis housing that will then rent for between $600 and
$800 a month in Quebec. My colleague from Edmonton Centre
East has said that the rent would probably be far higher in a certain
other region.

During the election campaign, the minister responsible for socia
housing stated on aradio program that this type of housing would
be made available for families. Thus, the affordable housing would
be reserved for families able to afford this amount of rent. That is
not what social housing is al about.

Obviously, the Liberal government does not have the same
definition of poverty as we do, or perhaps it does not even realize
what poverty is, or it just does not want to acknowledge its
existence.

People need social housing because they poor. When oneis poor,
one cannot pay $600 a month for housing. When one is poor, one
often depends on food banks or soup kitchens. When one is poor,
one often faces a dilemma: pay the rent or buy food, pay the rent or
pay for drugs. A growing minority is no longer able to pay the rent
and services like electricity or gas at the same time.

Poverty amplifies another problem, that is the discrimination
one faces when looking for housing. Owners of rental housing are
increasingly invoking the presumed insolvency of poor people asa
reason to reject them as tenants. These people are often forced to
accept inferior housing.

As for the homeless, what | earlier caled the problem of
homelessness, and | would only like to say to my colleague of
Edmonton Centre East that that it is not an illness, it is only the tip
of the iceberg when it comes to housing problems.

It was said earlier, more than one million tenant families are
inadequately housed, a record number of people are condemned to
live on the street in every big city and peopleliving in the street are
there for a number of reasons, many of them having to do with
housing.

Community groups that have this expertise on homelessness
agree on the following definition of homeless: people who are of no
fixed address and who do not have the assurance of a stable and
safe dwelling for the next 60 days; people with very little income
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who do not belong to any group on a stable basis; and people who
have mental health problems or problems with alcohol or social
disorganization.

These people are often too poor to have access to adwelling or a
room, and when they do, it is often in slums. Socia housing units
for the homeless are too rare. We know that there are other reasons
for homelessness, but we can say that the housing problem is one of
its structural causes.

As we can see, the three themes in this motion all relate to
poverty. Based on what we saw, it was obvious that the concept of
affordable housing did not at al reflect the needs expressed by the
public.

It is my hope that today’s debate will develop an awareness
among members and make them more vigilant regarding the
affordable housing policy to which this government is committed.
In our opinion, the government is headed in the wrong direction in
this area.

® (1405)

If, as my colleague from the party opposite said, there are as
many definitions of housing as there are regions in Canada, why
does the government not give the money to the provinces so that
they may meet the needs of their citizens?

[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Madam Speaker,
first, I would like to thank the member for Edmonton Centre-East
for bringing forward this important motion today. It gives us an
opportunity to debate the issue of definitions around affordable
housing, poverty and homelessness.

I will begin by saying | represent the riding of Vancouver East
which includes very low income areas, in particular the downtown
east side.

One congtituent | visit fairly frequently lives at Main and
Hastings in an old building that was probably built 80 years ago.
She lives in what the member referred to as a single room
occupancy, the room being barely 8 feet by 10 feet. She hasasink
but shares atoilet and a shower with probably 25 other people. It is
an eight storey building where the elevator does not really function,
so people climb up and down the stairs.

That young woman is only 30 and in very poor health. She lives
in poverty and is on social assistance. Luckily the housing is
managed by a very good non-profit housing society, but the
housing conditions she endures are something that no one in this
room could endure. It is something | think most Canadians would
describe as appalling in a country as wealthy as Canada. To me she
could be characterized as someone who is homeless.
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A young man came to see me a few weeks ago. He had a
shopping cart that he pushed around on Terminal Avenue. The cart
was filled with clothes that he tried to sell. However it was
confiscated by the city engineering department because it was
getting tough on panhandlers and people who lived on the street.
That man, who lives in poverty, was literaly trying to sell the
clothes off his back in order to make afew bucks so he could buy a
cup of coffee.

I met another man a few days later who could not get a
prescription filled for pain killers. His teeth were so rotten they
were falling out and he was in incredible pain. Although he was
covered by pharmacare, he could not get his prescription filled
because of the way he looked. It was a clear example of what we
call poor bashing, which is discrimination against poor people.

When he went to the pharmacy and handed in his prescription to
get some painkillers. The pharmacists looked at him and said they
thought he would sell the drugs on the street or do something
wrong. Therefore they did not fill the prescription. He continued to
try to find a pharmacy that would fill his prescription, all the while
in pain because he was so poor that he could not get his teeth fixed.

| use these examples because the real issue before us today is not
so much the definition of poverty and affordable housing and
homelessness. It iswhat the heck we are going to do about it. | have
met people al across the country, beginning in my own community
in east Vancouver, who are suffering under the oppression of
poverty, homelessness and lack of housing every single day. Thisis
as a result of government policy.

| listened to the parliamentary secretary, someone who | respect
very much. However it drives me crazy when | hear people ascribe
homel essness to mental health, alcoholism and somehow being all
about individual problems. Never once do we talk about the fact
that homelessness is as aresult of not building housing. The reality
is homelessness exists in the country because the government
abandoned its housing policies in 1993. It makes me feel pretty
damn mad when we get into the whole policy speak of blaming
individual people.

® (1410)

| have avery good friend in Vancouver, Jean Swanson, aleading
anti-poverty activist in this country. She just wrote a book called
““Poor-Bashing: The Politics of Exclusion”. She detals very
clearly how government policy, not just from this government but
over the years, has really been a policy of bashing poor people by
excluding them and deliberately designing policies that keep
people where they arein terms of economic disparity and economic
inequality.

| could tell the member for Edmonton Centre-East very quickly
what definitions are used by groups, and indeed the government

every single day. Basically, CMHC says that people who are paying
more than 30% of their income for housing are living in housing
that is not affordable. That is the rule that CMHC lives by. It used
to be 25% in the 1970s.

For the definition of homelessness, just to talk to the United
Nations or to any group in Canada that deals on the frontline in
trying to cope with an increasing number of people who are facing
homelessness. They will tell usthat the UN definition of homeless-
ness is anyone whose housing is insecure, threatened, unsafe or
unstable. In fact al the things the member listed. There does not
have to be just five words about it. It really describes the situation.

People who live in slum housing, or housing that is substandard,
or where they are paying exorbitant rents of 50% or more of their
income are homeless because they are threatened. People who live
in housing where they face conversion or demolition are homeless.

It isvery important that we understand that there are people who
are literally on the streets and have no a place to go. There are
people who rely on shelters. It is awful to see how that has risen and
has now become a crisis. Millions of Canadians are one step away
from that. They are so insecure in terms of their income or housing
support that they are also characterized as being homeless.

When it comes to the issue of poverty, if we talk to any
organization in Canada, whether it is the National Anti-Poverty
Organization, NAPO, whether it is FRAPRU in Quebec or whether
it is the Canadian Council on Social Development, they will tell us
that the standard definition used for poverty is the low income
cutoffs established by Statistics Canada.

What is realy worrying is the Liberals are likely poised to
change that definition to a so-called basket approach. By the very
fact of doing that, they will with the stroke of a pen say that poverty
in Canada is not as bad as they thought, that they just changed it
and that now a couple of hundred thousand or maybe half amillion
people no longer living below the poverty line.

| come back to the point that the issue here today is not so much
the definition. The issue is that there are glaring examples of
income inequality. Report after report shows us that income
inequality in this country is growing. A recent report from Statis-
tics Canada, the so-called wealth study, measured income inequali-
ty. We know it exists. The evidence is there. The issue is what will
we do about it?

| agree with my hon. colleague from the Bloc that one of the
greatest failings of the government is its lack of responsibility to
provide the necessary funds and support to the provincial govern-
ments to create a housing strategy to ensure that social housing is
built. It is a crime that the program was ended.
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Canada used to have redly excellent housing programs. The
co-operative housing movement began in Canada. It was a huge
success story. That has been abandoned at the federal level. Only
two provinces still maintain their commitment provincialy to
socia housing, Quebec and British Columbia. Although who
knows what will happen in British Columbia with the new govern-
ment. Again, the finger comes back and points to the federal
government that basically abandoned that responsibility in 1993.

® (1415)

The New Democrats welcome the opportunity to talk about
definitions but we must get down to the important matter here,
which is to determine the priorities. What are the priorities for
members as legislators? What is the priority of government in
terms of dealing with an $18 billion surplus and where it will go?

If we truly want to eliminate poverty and homelessness in the
country, it could easily be done because we have the resources to do
it. It comes down to a matter of political will, leadership and what
the priorities are. That is what the debate should be about.

Mr. Loyola Hearn (St. John’s West, PC): Madam Speaker, |
also rise in support of the motion. | must say that | am a little
disappointed that members opposite did not see it right and proper
to support the motion as votable because it is certainly one that
should receive alot more strength than an hour’s homage through
the words that we utter and then to be forgotten. This is an
extremely important issue all across the country.

Three words are highlighted in the motion: homelessness,
poverty and affordable housing. | would suggest that if the
affordable housing issue were addressed, the other two words
would not be of such significance. A lot of the poverty in Canadais
caused by the fact that people have to spend the little money they
have on the real necessities of life, and what is more important than
housing? Housing is so expensive for many people that they arein
what we call a state of poverty.

Many people wander around homeless. Some admittedly are
homeless because that is the style of life they want but many of
them are not. It is a style of life that is imposed upon them by the
restrictions of society.

What is happening in the country when we see people who are
destitute, homeless, living in a state of poverty and cannot afford a
place to live? All of us here in this Chamber are in the position to
leave here in the evening and go home to a nice, comfortable home.
Even if it is an apartment somewhere here in the city, at least it is
warm and comfortable. As we walk to our homes, we pass people
who are without homes. They cannot always afford shelter because
we have uncaring governments that do not consider it apriority to
look after those who need help most.

Private Members' Business

| had two experiences that will always remain with me. Thefirst
one was because of the impact it made on me and the other was
because of the red tape and bureaucracy that governments create
and the walls they put up.

The first experience | had was when | visited London, England,
several years ago. | had just walked past Buckingham Palace and
everyone was in awe of the tremendous building, the richness of
the area and the riches displayed. About five minutes down the
street from Buckingham Palace is Westminster Station. As | passed
through the station to catch the train at about 11 o’ clock at night,
there were a number of homeless people starting to gather. It was
an open shelter which was just a covered bridge operation or alarge
building with no ends. The heat from the trains underneath
apparently warmed the pavement which made it a good place to
sleep during the cold nights.

® (1420)

People say that Newfoundland is in a state of poverty. |
challenge them to drive around our province. We might not be
making a lot of money on average, but it depends on what we do
with what we have. We are very fortunate. Even though incomes
might not be as high as the national average, many people own
their own homes, which they built on their own land, and provide a
lot of their own food and materials. They are doing very well.

Seeing people lying around on pavement in London was some-
thing | had never seen before. What made it more heart rending was
the fact that some of them were very old. | will always picture one
lady who appeared to me to be in her seventies. That might have
been because of the hardships she endured. Maybe she looked older
than she actually was. To see a person the age of our mothers trying
to lie on concrete and pull a newspaper around her to keep her
warm isasight | will never ever forget, particularly when we were
within a stone's throw of Buckingham Palace.

Another experience | had will perhaps show why we have these
problems. Some years ago when | was a provincial member serving
arura areal was approached by a gentleman who wanted to move
from an old, dilapidated home in which he lived with a couple of
daughters to a home that would be much more comfortable and
reasonable and close to hisrelatives. The price of the new building
was $24,000, which was very reasonable. It had been completely
renovated and modernized with new wiring, new plumbing and
whatever.

We went to the department of housing and arranged for the loan
program provided to those looking for affordable housing. The
gentleman was extremely pleased he wasto get this new, comfort-
able home, which would solve a lot of his problems.
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A couple of days later the department said that it could not
provide funding to buy the home because its inspectors indicated
that the upstairs ceilings were not eight feet high. They were only
six and a half feet high. Its regulations stated that they must be
eight feet high to meet its standards, or otherwise it could not
provide funding. However, there was another house for sale in the
community. It was a very modern bungalow that was selling for
$50,000. As its maximum was $55,000, it could buy that house for
him.

| approached the gentleman and he asked why he should buy that
house, even though it was much better, more modern and whatever.
He was quite satisfied with the other one, but if the department
would not give him money for that house he was willing to accept
the bungalow. The request went in to provide funding for him to
buy the $50,000 home, which was a very good, modern home.

However the request was rejected because the appraisers stated
that the day after he bought the house the resale value would be
only $30,000 because of itslocation. Even though it was selling for
$50,000 and worth alot more, they could not provide it because the
quick sale value would only be $30,000 the next day.

The department indicated that it could build him a house. It
would not be as good as the one for sale, but it would be worth
around $50,000. Because it was building the house, it could
provide the $50,000. | asked what would be the resale value of that
house the following day and the answer was $30,000.

| do not lose my temper very often but | did on that occasion.
Within a couple of days the gentleman had his $24,000 original
house. It was nothing but red tape and bureaucracy.

® (1425)

Thisiswhat we face. Within a stone’s throw of Ottawa, and | am
sure within the town, a number of housing units could be provided
for people who are homeless. There is a base just outside Ottawa
with all kinds of beautiful houses that are closed up because some
department or other had to divest of it in a certain way.

It is about time we used some common sense and did what must
be done for the people who are so much in need.

Mr. Peter Goldring (Edmonton Centre-East, Canadian Al-
liance): Madam Speaker, | will reply to the comments of the
member opposite who said it was not necessary to provide defini-
tions for homelessness, poverty and affordable housing.

| disagree. The amount of money recently put into the city of
Edmonton housing trust fund by the ministry for the homeless, $17
million in federal funding for atotal value of some $50 million,
has not resulted in even one new home. The funding is going into

existing shelters, additions on shelters or assisted living. It has not
gone into even one designated new private home.

The funding going into Edmonton and being transposed across
the country from coast to coast is a phenomena amount. The
problem is that it is not creating any new housing. The problem
with creating no new housing is that it forces people to stay in
emergency shelters.

In the city of Edmonton another federal government program,
RRAP, for persons with disabilities has aso been an abysmal
failure. Ninety-five per cent of the program’s funding is not going
toward the greatest single need in the city of Edmonton: the need
for rooming houses.

The funding for RRAP is going into upscale housing. That is a
problem because the men and women who live in the Herb
Jamieson Centre and other shelters in Edmonton are locked into
that condition on a perpetual basis. They cannot move to new
housing.

The long and the short of it is that not one new rooming house
has been built in Edmonton in three to five years. The result is that
shelters in Edmonton are as full as they are in Toronto. The $17
million that the member opposite mentioned has been put into the
city of Edmonton will ssimply build more shelters.

It is time to start building homes, not shelters. That is the main
direction we should go in. | feel very strongly that thisis happening
because there is a misunderstanding about where the funding is
going. The misunderstanding exists because there is a lack of
common terminology or definition for the basics.

The basic questions are: What is affordable housing? What is
poverty? Those terminologies must be defined. That iswhy thereis
such a discrepancy and why shelters across the country are filled.

| agree with the Progressive Conservative member that, yes, if
we had affordable housing the majority of the population in
shelters would be gone. They are there simply because they need
affordable housing.

The need for affordable housing is strong. However first and
foremost we must come up with common identifiable determina-
tions on what are the basics. We must then look at a national plan to
build affordable housing for the country again. For too many years
the federal government has been out of it. It is time the government
developed national standards to help builders re-enter the afford-
able housing market.

It is absolutely essential that be done. It has been far too long
now. Simply putting more and more money into more and more
shelters across the country is not the solution.
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The $17 million which has gone to the city of Edmonton,
combined with the provincial funds and city funds, provides a total
fund of $50 million. The identifiable homeless population is
1,000. Simple mathematics would indicate that is $50,000 for
every homeless person.

We could build them a home and give them a home. It would be
far better to spend the money there than to continuously build on
the shelter system and keep our people locked up in a shelter
system when what they want and need is affordable housing.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Bakopanos): The time provided for
consideration of private members business has now expired. Since
the motion was not selected as a votable item, the order is dropped
from the order paper.

[English]

It being after 2.30 p.m. the House stands adjourned until Monday
next a 11 am., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2.30 p.m.)
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Guarnieri, Albina .......... MississaugaEast ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Guay, MONIQUE . . ..ot e Laurentides ............... Quebec ............. BQ
Guimond, Michel . ... . Beauport — Montmorency —

Cote—de—Beaupré — lle—

dOrléans ................. Quebec ............. BQ
Hanger, Art . Calgary Northeast . ......... Alberta ............. CA
Harb, MaC ... OttawaCentre ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Harris, Richard ......... ... . Prince George — Bulkley

valey .................... British Columbia . ...

CA



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Harvard, John .. ....... .. . Charleswood St. James —

Assiniboia ..............L Manitoba ........... Lib.
Harvey, ANdré . .. ... Chicoutimi — Le Fjord ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Hearn, Loyola .. ... St John'sWest ............ Newfoundland ... .... PC
Herron, John .. ... Fundy —Royal ............ New Brunswick ..... PC
Hill, Grant ... Macleod .................. Alberta ............. CA
Hill, Jay Prince George — Peace River  British Columbia .... CA
Hilstrom, Howard . .............o e Selkirk — Interlake ........ Manitoba ........... CA
Hinton, Betty ... ... Kamloops, Thompson and

Highland Valleys .......... British Columbia .... CA
Hubbard, Charles .............c e Miramichi ................. New Brunswick ..... Lib.
18NN0, TONY .. Trinity — Spadina ......... Oontario ............. Lib.
Jackson, OVid . ... Bruce — Grey — Owen Sound Ontario ............. Lib.
Jaffer, Rahim .. ... Edmonton — Strathcona..... Alberta ............. CA
Jennings, Marlene. ... Notre-Dame-de-Gréace —

Lachine................... Quebec ............. Lib.
Johnston, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin ............... Alberta ............. CA
Jordan, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Prime Minister ............. Leeds — Grenville ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Karetak—Lindell, Nancy ........... .. . i Nunavut .................. Nunavut ............ Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim . ... Scarborough — Agincourt ..  Ontario ............. Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ....... .o South Shore ............... Nova Scotia ......... PC
Kenney, Jason . ... Calgary Southeast .......... Alberta ............. CA
Keyes, Stan . ... HamiltonWest ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Stormont — Dundas —

Whole ... Charlottenburgh ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) .  Edmonton Southeast .. .. ... Alberta ............. Lib.
KNUESON, Gar .. ... Elgin— Middlesex — London Ontario ............. Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . ... York North................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Laframboise, Mario ............. i Argenteuil — Papineau —

Mirabel ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Laliberte, RiCK .. ... Churchill River ............ Saskatchewan ... .... Lib.
Laonde FranCine . ...t Mercier ................... Quebec ............. BQ
Lanctot, Robert ... ... Chéteauguay .............. Quebec ............. BQ
Lastewka, Walt ... ... ..o St. Catharines ............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Lavigne, Raymond ........ ...t Verdun — Saint—Henri —

Saint—Paul — Pointe

Saint-Charles ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Lebel, Ghidain ........ .. . Chambly .................. Quebec ............. BQ
LeBlanc, DOMINIC ... ... Beaus§our — Petitcodiac...  New Brunswick ..... Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the

House of Commons ... Scarborough — Rouge River ~ Ontario ............. Lib.
Leung, Sophia, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National

ReveNUe .. ... .. Vancouver Kingsway . ..... British Columbia .... Lib.
Lill, Wendy ... Dartmouth ................ NovaScotia ......... NDP
Lincoln, Clifford . ...... ... Lac-Saint-Louis........... Quebec ............. Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .. . . .. Whitby — Ajax............ Oontario ............. Lib.
Loubier, Yvan . ... Saint—Hyacinthe — Bagot .. Quebec ............. BQ
LUNN, Gary ... Saanich — Gulf Islands ....  British Columbia .... CA
Lunney, JAmMES. . . ... Nanaimo — Alberni ........ British Columbia .... CA
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ........... Cadigan .................. Prince Edward Island . Lib.
MacKay, Peter . ... ... Pictou — Antigonish —

Guyshorough .............. Nova Scotia ......... PC
Macklin, Paul Harold . . ........... .. e Northumberland ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mahoney, Steve . ... ... MississaugaWest .......... Oontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
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Malhi, Gurbax .. ... ... Bramalea— Gore —
Malton — Springdale ...... Ontario ............. Lib.
Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and

Attorney General of Canada. . ... Erie—Lincoln ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs ................... OttawaSouth .............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Manning, Preston . ...t Calgary Southwest ......... Alberta ............. CA
Marceau, Richard ........... ... .. Charlesbourg — Jacques—

Cartier .................... Quebec ............. BQ
Marcil, SErge .. ..o Beauharnois — Salaberry ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Mark, InKy . ... Dauphin — Swan River .... Manitoba ........... CA
Marleau, Hon. Diane .. ...t Sudbury ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Martin, Keith .. ... o Esquimalt — Juan de Fuca ..  British Columbia .... CA
Martin, Pat ... ... Winnipeg Centre........... Manitoba ........... NDP
Martin, Hon. Paul, Minister of Finance ........................... LaSdle—Emard .......... Quebec ............. Lib.
Matthews, Bill, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’s

Privy Council for Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs Burin — St. George's ....... Newfoundland . ... ... Lib.
Mayfield, Philip ... Cariboo — Chilcotin ....... British Columbia .... CA
McCallum, JONN . ... Markham ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
McCormick, Larry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agriculture  Hagtings — Frontenac —

and Agri—Food . ... Lennox and Addington ... .. Ontario ............. Lib.
McDonough, AleXa . ... ..o Halifax ................... Nova Scotia ......... NDP
MCGUITE, JOB . . . o e e Egmont ................... Prince Edward Island .  Lib.
McKay, John . ... Scarborough East .......... Ontario ............. Lib.
McLeéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

Canada .. ... Edmonton West ........... Alberta ............. Lib.
MeNally, Grant . ... Dewdney — Alouette ...... British Columbia .... CA
McTeague, Dan . ... Pickering — Ajax — Uxbridge Ontario ............. Lib.
Ménard, Réal . ... ... .. Hochelaga— Maisonneuve .  Quebec ............. BQ
Meredith, Val ... .. South Surrey — White

Rock — Langley ........... British Columbia .... CA
Merrifield, ROb . ... Yellowhead ............... Alberta ............. CA
Milliken, Peter, Speaker ............c i Kingston and thelslands.... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mills, BOb .. RedDeer ................. Alberta ............. CA
Mills, DENNIS . ... Toronto — Danforth ....... Ontario ............. Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ......... Beaches— East York ...... Ontario ............. Lib.
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal

Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario) ......... Parry Sound — Muskoka ... Ontario ............. Lib.
MOOIE, JAMES . ..ottt Port Moody — Coquitlam —

Port Coquitlam ............ British Columbia .... CA
Murphy, Shawn . ... Hillsborough .............. Prince Edward Island . Lib.
Myers, Lynn, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada Waterloo — Wellington .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

Development ... ... Kenora— Rainy River .. ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Neville, Anita . ... Winnipeg South Centre . . . .. Manitoba ........... Lib.
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Bellechasse — Etchemins —

Development) ... Montmagny — L’Idlet ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Nystrom, Hon. Lorne .. ... Regina— Qu'Appelle....... Saskatchewan .. ..... NDP
O'Brien, Lawrence, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheries

ANA OCEANS . . .o oottt Labrador .................. Newfoundland .. .. ... Lib.
O'Brien, Pat, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International

Trade London — Fanshawe . . ... .. Ontario ............. Lib.
O'Reilly, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Haliburton — Victoria—

DefeNCe . ..o Brock..................... Oontario ............. Lib.
Obhral, Deepak ... ... CagaryEast .............. Alberta ............. CA



Province of Political

Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
owen, Stephen .. ... Vancouver Quadra . ... ..... British Columbia .... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Hon. Rey, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) ............ Winnipeg North— St. Paul . Manitoba ........... Lib.
Pallister, Brian . ... Portage— Lisgar .......... Manitoba ........... CA
Pankiw, Jim ... Saskatoon — Humboldt ....  Saskatchewan ....... CA
Paquette, Pierme ... ... Joliette.................... Quebec ............. BQ
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs Brome — Missisquoi .. ... ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn . ... ..o Mississauga Centre ........ Ontario ............. Lib.
Patry, Bernard . ... Pierrefonds — Dollard ... .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Penson, Charlie . ... PeaceRiver ............... Alberta ............. CA
Peri, JanKO .. ... Cambridge ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Perron, GIlles—A. ... Riviére-des-Mille-lles .. ... QuebeC ............. BQ
Peschisolido, JOB. . ... Richmond ................. British Columbia .... CA
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial

INSLEULIONS) ... Willowdale................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre, Minister for International Trade ............ Papineau — Saint-Denis ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Phinney, Beth ... .. ... . Hamilton Mountain ........ Ontario ............. Lib.
Picard, Pauline ......... ... . Drummond ................ Quebec ............. BQ
Pickard, Jerry . ... Chatham — Kent Essex .... Ontario ............. Lib.
Pillitteri, Gary . ... NiagaraFals .............. ontario ............. Lib.
Plamondon, LOUIS. . ... Bas-Richelieu — Nicolet —

Bécancour ................ Quebec ............. BQ

Pratt, David .. ... Nepean — Carleton ........ Ontario ............. Lib.
Price, David . ... Compton — Stanstead . . . ... Quebec ............. Lib.
Proctor, DicK . ... Palliser ................... Saskatchewan ....... NDP
Proulx, Marcel . ......... ... . Hull — Aylmer ............ Quebec ............. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Veterans

AffairS . Sault Ste. Marie ........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Rajotte, JAMES . ..o Edmonton Southwest . ...... Alberta ............. CA
Redman, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the

Environment ...... ... .. .. Kitchener Centre........... Ontario ............. Lib.
Reed, Julian . ... Halton .................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Regan, Geoff . ... . HalifaxWest .............. Nova Scotia ......... Lib.
ReId, SCOtt ... Lanark — Carleton......... Ontario ............. CA
Reynolds, John .. ... .o West Vancouver — Sunshine

Coast ... British Columbia .... CA

Richardson, John ........ ... .. Perth— Middlesex ........ Ontario ............. Lib.
RItZ, GOITY o Battlefords — Lloydminster . Saskatchewan ....... CA
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister

responsible for Infrastructure . ............ ... ... oL Westmount — Ville-Marie .  Quebec ............. Lib.
Robinson, Svend . ...... ... Burnaby — Douglas ....... British Columbia .... NDP
Rocheleau, YVES .. ... Trois-Rivieres............. Quebec ............. BQ
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Health ............................ Etobicoke Centre .......... Ontario ............. Lib.
ROY, JEaN—YVES ... .\ Matapédia— Matane ...... Quebec ............. BQ
Saada, JACOUES . . . ..o Brossard — LaPrairie. ... .. Quebec ............. Lib.
Sauvageau, BEnoit ............ Repentigny ................ Quebec ............. BQ
SaAVOY, ANAY .. Tobique — Mactaquac .. ... New Brunswick ..... Lib.
Scherrer, HEENe .. ... LouisHébert .............. Quebec ............. Lib.
Schmidt, WErner . ... e Kelowna .................. British Columbia .... CA
Scott, HoN. Andy . ..o Fredericton................ New Brunswick ..... Lib.
Serré, Benoit, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources Timiskaming — Cochrane ..  Ontario ............. Lib.
SOro, JUAY ... York West ................ ontario ............. Lib.

Shepherd, Alex, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury
Board . ... Durham................... Ontario ............. Lib.



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Skelton, Carol ... ... Saskatoon — Rosetown —
Biggar ..................l. Saskatchewan ....... CA
Solberg, MONte ... ... MedicineHat .............. Alberta ............. CA
Sorenson, KEVIN .. ... Crowfoot ................. Alberta ............. CA
Speller, Bob . ..o Haldimand — Norfolk —
Brant ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Spencer, Larmy .. ... Regina— Lumsden — Lake
Centre .................... Saskatchewan ....... CA
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ...  Algoma— Manitoulin .. ... Oontario ............. Lib.
St—Hilaire, Caroline . ... Longueuil ................. Quebec ............. BQ
St-Jacques, Diane. ... ... Shefford .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
SEEIULEN, GUY ..o Abitibi — Baie-James —
Nunavik .................. Quebec ............. Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .... Brant ..................... Ontario ............. Lib.
Stinson, Darrel . ... Okanagan — Shuswap .. ... British Columbia .... CA
Stoffer, PELEr ... ..o Sackville — Musquodoboit
Valley — Eastern Shore ....  NovaScotia ......... NDP
Strahl, Chuck . ... Fraser Valley .............. British Columbia .... CA
Szabo, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and
GOVENMENt SENVICES . . .ottt e Mississauga South ......... Ontario ............. Lib.
Telegdi, ANdrew . ... ..o Kitchener — Waterloo ..... Ontario ............. Lib.
Thibault, Hon. Robert, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities
AGENCY) ot WestNova ................ Nova Scotia ......... Lib.
Thibeault, Yolande . ............ . Saint—Lambert ............. Quebec ............. Lib.
ThomPSon, Greg ... ... New Brunswick Southwest ..  New Brunswick ..... PC
Thompson, MYron . ... WildRose ................ Alberta ............. CA
Tirabass, TONY . ... NiagaraCentre ............ Ontario ............. Lib.
Tobin, Hon. Brian, Minister of Industry .......................... Bonavista— Trinity —
Conception ................ Newfoundland .. .. ... Lib.
TOBWS, ViC . oo Provencher ................ Manitoba ........... CA
Tonks, Alan . ... o York South— Weston ..... Ontario ............. Lib.
Torsney, Paddy ... Burlington ................ Ontario ............. Lib.
Tremblay, Stéphan ... Lac—Saint—Jean — Saguenay =~ Quebec ............. BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE. . .. ... Rimouski—Neigette—et-1{a Mitis Quebec ............. BQ
Ur, ROSE-Maie . oo Lambton — Kent —
Middlesex ................. Ontario ............. Lib.
Valer, TONY ..o Stoney Creek .............. Ontario ............. Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food ........ Prince Edward — Hastings .  Ontario ............. Lib.
Vellacott, MauUrice ...... ... Saskatoon — Wanuskewin .. Saskatchewan ....... CA
Venne Pierrette ... ... Saint-Bruno — Saint-Hubert  Quebec ............. BQ
Volpe JOSEPh ... Eglinton — Lawrence ...... Ontario ............. Lib.
Wappel, TOM ... Scarborough Southwest . . ... Ontario ............. Lib.
Wasylycia—Leis, Judy ............coiiiii Winnipeg North Centre . . . .. Manitoba ........... NDP
Wayne Elsie ... SantJohn................. New Brunswick ..... PC
Whelan, SUSaN . . ... EsseX ... Ontario ............. Lib.
White, Randy .. ... Langley — Abbotsford ... .. British Columbia .... CA
White, Ted . ... North Vancouver .......... British Columbia .... CA
WiIlfert, Bryon ... ... Oak Ridges ............... Oontario ............. Lib.
Williams, John .. ... St.Albert ................. Alberta ............. CA
Wood, Bob . ... Nipissing ................. ontario ............. Lib.
Yelich,Lynne .. .. ... Blackstrap ................ Saskatchewan .. ..... CA

N.B.: Under Palitical Affiliation: Lib.—Liberal; CA—Canadian Alliance; BQ-Bloc Québécois; NDP-New Democratic Party;

PC—Progressive Conservative; | nd.—Independent.
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ALBERTA (26)
ADIONCZY, DIaNe . . ..o Calgary — NoseHill ................. CA
ANders, ROD .. ..o Calgary West ...t CA
BeENOIt, LEON . ..o Lakeland ............. L CA
Cass0N, RICK . ... Lethbridge .............. .. ... ..... CA
Chatters, David . . ... Athabasca........................... CA
Clark, RIght HON. JOE .. ... e Cagary Centre ...................... PC
Epp, KON . Elklsland .............. ... CA
Goldring, Pater . ... Edmonton Centre-East ............... CA
Grey, Deborah .. ... EdmontonNorth ..................... CA
Hanger, At Calgary Northeast . ................... CA
Hill, Grant . ... Macleod ... CA
Jaffer, RaNIM ... Edmonton — Strathcona.............. CA
JONNSION, Dale . ... Wetaskiwin ......................... CA
Kenney, Jason . .. ... Calgary Southeast . ................... CA
Kilgour, Hon. David, Secretary of State (Latin Americaand Africa) ............... Edmonton Southeast ................. Lib.
Manning, Preston . ... ... Calgary Southwest ................... CA
McLeéllan, Hon. Anne, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada. ... ..... Edmonton West ..................... Lib.
Merrifield, ROD . ... . Yellowhead ......................... CA
Mills, BOD ... RedDeer .......... ... CA
Obhrai, Deepak . . .. ..ot CagaryEast ........................ CA
Penson, Charlie . ... ... PeaceRiver ......................... CA
R OtE, JAMES . ..o Edmonton Southwest ................. CA
SOIbErg, MONtE . ..o MedicineHat ........................ CA
SOreNSON, KEVIN ... Crowfoot ...........cciiiiiiiii.n. CA
Thompson, MYION .. ... e WildRose ..................coooal. CA
Williams, JoNN ... St Albert ... CA
BRITISH COLUMBIA (34)
ADDOt, JimM Kootenay — Columbia ............... CA
Anderson, Hon. David, Minister of the Environment ............................. Victoria. ... Lib.
BUON, ANy . ... SKEENA. .. CA
Cadman, ChUCK . . . ... e e Surrey North ............... .. .. .. CA
CUMMINS, JONN . .. e e e Delta— South Richmond ............. CA
Davies, Libby ... ... Vancouver East ...................... NDP
Day, Stockwell, Leader of the Opposition ........... ... ... ... ..o, Okanagan — Coquihala.............. CA
Dhaliwal, Hon. Herb, Minister of FisheriesandOceans .......................... Vancouver South— Burnaby ......... Lib.
Duncan, JONN . ... Vancouver Isand North .............. CA
Elley, Reed . . ... Nanaimo — Cowichan ............... CA
Forseth, Paul ... ... .. New Westminster — Coquitlam —
Burnaby ... CA
Fry, Hon. Hedy, Secretary of State (Multiculturalism)(Status of Women) ........... Vancouver Centre.................... Lib.
GOUK, JIM . Kootenay — Boundary — Okanagan... CA
Grewal, GUIMANE .. ...t e e e e Surrey Central ....................... CA
Harris, Richard . ... ... Prince George— Bulkley Valley ...... CA
Hill Jay Prince George — Peace River ......... CA
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HINton, Betty . ... .o Kamloops, Thompson and Highland
Valeys ... CA
Leung, Sophia, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Revenue .......... Vancouver Kingsway ................ Lib.
LUNN, GarY .o Saanich—Gulf Islands .............. CA
LUNNEY, JAMES . . . oo Nanaimo —Alberni .................. CA
Martin, KEith ... Esquimalt — JuandeFuca............ CA
Mayfield, Philip ... Cariboo — Chilcotin ................. CA
MENaIlY, Grant ... ... Dewdney — Alouette ................ CA
Meredith, Val .. . South Surrey — White Rock — Langley CA
MOOKE, JAIMES . .. it Port Moody — Coquitlam — Port
Coquitlam . ... CA
OWEN, SEEPNEN Vancouver Quadra ................... Lib.
Peschisolido, JOB. .. ... Richmond ........................... CA
ReyNoIds, JONN .. ... West Vancouver — Sunshine Coast .... CA
RODINSON, SveNnd . . ... Burnaby — Douglas ................. NDP
SChMIdt, WEIMEr ... Kelowna ...........cocoiviiiinn CA
SHNSON, Damel ... Okanagan— Shuswap ............... CA
Strahl, ChuCK . ... FraserValey ........................ CA
White, Randy . ... Langley — Abbotsford ............... CA
White, TeU . North Vancouver .................... CA
MANITOBA (14)
AlCOCK, REJ . . o Winnipeg South ..................... Lib.
Blaikie, Bill ... ... Winnipeg — Transcona .............. NDP
Borotsik, RICK .. ... Brandon—Souris ................... PC
Degarlais, BeV .. ... Churchill ............................ NDP
Duhamel, Hon. Ronald, Minister of Veterans Affairs and Secretary of State (Western
Economic Diversification) (Francophoni€) ... Saint Boniface....................... Lib.
Harvard, JONN .. ... . Charleswood St. James— Assiniboia .. Lib.
Hilstrom, Howard . . ... Selkirk — Interlake .................. CA
Mark, INKY .. Dauphin — Swan River .............. CA
Martin, Pat ... Winnipeg Centre..................... NDP
Neville, ANt .. .o Winnipeg South Centre ............... Lib.
Pagtakhan, Hon. Rey, Secretary of State (Asia—Pacific) .......................... Winnipeg North— St. Paul ........... Lib.
Pallister, Brian . ... Portage— Lisgar .................... CA
TOBWS, ViC . oo Provencher .......................... CA
WasylyCia—Leis, JUdY . ... Winnipeg North Centre ............... NDP
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
Bradshaw, Hon. Claudette, Minister of Labour ... ... Moncton — Riverview — Dieppe ..... Lib.
Castonguay, JEaNNOL . ... ... ...t Madawaska — Restigouche ........... Lib.
GOdiN, YVON ..o Acadie—Bathurst ................... NDP
Herron, JoNn ... Fundy —Royal ...................... PC
Hubbard, Charles .. ... e Miramichi ................... ... .... Lib.
LeBlanc, DOMINIC ... .......n i e e e Beausgour — Petitcodiac . ............ Lib.
SaVOY, ANAY ..o Tobiqgue— MactaquaCc ............... Lib.
SCOtt, HON. ANy ... Fredericton .......................... Lib.
ThOMPSON, GIeQ . . .o ottt et e New Brunswick Southwest ............ PC

Wayne, ElSie ... SantJohn........................... PC
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NEWFOUNDLAND (7)
Baker, HON. GEOIgE . .. ..ottt e Gander — Grand Falls ............... Lib.
BYINE, GOITY .t Humber — St. Barbe — Baie Verte ....  Lib.
Doyle, NOrMaN .. ... St.John'sEast ..................... .. PC
Hearn, LOoyola . ... St.John'sWest ...l PC
Matthews, Bill, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Queen’s Privy Council for
Canada and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs............................ Burin — St. George’'s ................ Lib.
O'Brien, Lawrence, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Fisheriesand Oceans ... Labrador ............................ Lib.
Tobin, HON. Brian . .. ..o Bonavista— Trinity — Conception ....  Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Blondin-Andrew, Hon. Ethel, Secretary of State (Childrenand Youth) ............. Western Arctic ................oo.... Lib.
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
BrisSONn, SCOtt .. ... i Kings—Hants ...................... PC
Casay, Bill .. Cumberland — Colchester ............ PC
CUZNEr, ROOGEr . ..o Brasd' Or — Cape Breton ............ Lib.
Eyking, Mark . ... ... Sydney — Victoria................... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald . ... ... SouthShore ......................... PC
Lill, Wendy ... Dartmouth .......................... NDP
MacKay, Pater . ... Pictou — Antigonish — Guysborough . PC
McDONOUGN, AIEXA . .. ..o Halifax ... NDP
Regan, Geoff .. ... Halifax West ........................ Lib.
SIOffEr, PO ... Sackville — Musquodoboit
Valley —Eastern Shore .............. NDP
Thibault, Hon. Robert, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada OpportunitiesAgency) ... WestNova .......................... Lib.
NUNAVUT (1)
Karetak—Lindell, NanCy ............ o Nunavut ............... ... . ..., Lib.
ONTARIO (103)
AAMS, PlEr . Peterborough ............ ... Lib.
Assadourian, Sarkis ... ... BramptonCentre .................... Lib.
AUGUSEING, JBAN . . oo Etobicoke — Lakeshore .............. Lib.
Barnes, SUE ... LondonWest ........................ Lib.
Beaumier, Colleen ... ... . Brampton West — Mississauga. . . ... . .. Lib.
Bélair, Réginald, Deputy Chairman of Committees of theWhole .................. Timmins— JamesBay ............... Lib.
Bélanger, Mauril .. ... . Ottawa— Vanier .................... Lib.
Bellemare, Eugene, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for International
COOPEIALION ..ottt e Ottava—Orléans ................... Lib.
Bennett, Carolyn . ... ... St.Paul’s ... Lib.
Bevilacqua, MaUrizio . .. ... Vaughan — King— Aurora .......... Lib.
BONiN, RaY . ... Nickel Belt .......................... Lib.
Bonwick, Paul ... ... ... Simcoe—Grey ... Lib.
Boudria, Hon. Don, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons............ Glengarry — Prescott — Russell ...... Lib.
Brown, BONNie . ... ... Oakville ............................ Lib.
Bryden, John ... .o Ancaster — Dundas — Flamborough —
Aldershot ..., Lib.
Bulte, Sarmite, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Canadian Heritage .......... Parkdale— HighPark ................ Lib.

Caccig, HON. Charles .. ... Davenport ... Lib.
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Calder, MUITAY . ... e e Dufferin — Peel — Wellington — Grey ~ Lib.
Cannis, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Industry ..................... Scarborough Centre .................. Lib.
Caplan, Hon. Elinor, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration .................... Thornhill ... Lib.
Carroll, ATLEEN . . Barrie— Simcoe — Bradford ......... Lib.
Catterall, Marlene . . ... Ottawa West — Nepean .............. Lib.
Chamberlain, Brenda . ... Guelph — Wellington ................ Lib.
Collenette, Hon. David, Minister of Transport .................. ... i .. DonVadleyEast ..................... Lib.
COMArtin, JOB ...ttt Windsor — St. Clair ................. NDP
COMUZZI, JOB . . .o et Thunder Bay — Superior North ....... Lib.
Copps, Hon. Sheila, Minister of Canadian Heritage .............................. HamiltonEast ....................... Lib.
Cullen, Roy, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Finance ...................... EtobicokeNorth ..................... Lib.
DeVillers, Paul . ........... SimcoeNorth ....................... Lib.
DromISKY, StaN ..o Thunder Bay — Atikokan ............ Lib.
Eggleton, Hon. Art, Minister of National Defence ............................... YorkCentre .............cooiiinn. Lib.
Finlay, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

DeVvEIOPMENT . .. Oxford ...t Lib.
FONTANG, JOB . . .. oot London NorthCentre................. Lib.
Galant, Cheryl ... Renfrew — Nipissing — Pembroke .... CA
Galaway, ROGES ... . Sarnia— Lambton ................... Lib.
Godfrey, JONN ... DonValeyWest .................... Lib.
Graham, Bill ... Toronto Centre— Rosedale . .......... Lib.
Gray, Hon. Herb, Deputy Prime Minister ...t Windsor West ....................... Lib.
GrOSE, IVaN . .o Oshawa ..........cooiiiiiiiiinn. Lib.
Guarnieri, AlDINa . ... ... MississaugaEast ..................... Lib.
Harb, MaC ... OttawaCentre ....................... Lib.
LANNO, TONY ..t Trinity —Spadina ................... Lib.
Jackson, OVid . ... Bruce— Grey — Owen Sound ... . ... . .. Lib.
Jordan, Joe, Parliamentary Secretary to Prime Minister ........................... Leeds— Grenville ................... Lib.
Karygiannis, Jim ... ... Scarborough — Agincourt ............ Lib.
Keyes, Stan ... HamiltonWest ...................... Lib.
Kilger, Bob, Deputy Speaker and Chairman of Committees of the Whole .......... Stormont — Dundas — Charlottenburgh  Lib.
KNUESON, G . . oottt et e e e e Elgin— Middlesex — London ... ... ... Lib.
Kraft Sloan, Karen . . ... York North.......................... Lib.
Lastewka, Walt . . ... St. Catharines .................... ... Lib.
Lee, Derek, Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of the Government in the House of

COMIMONS . . . ettt e e e e e e e e Scarborough — Rouge River .......... Lib.
Longfield, Judi, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Labour .................... Whitby — AjaX ...l Lib.
Macklin, Paul Harold . . ... Northumberland ..................... Lib.
MahoNEY, SEEVE . . MississaugaWest .................... Lib.
Malhi, GUIDAX . . .o Bramalea — Gore — Malton —

Springdale . ................ ...l Lib.

Maloney, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

CaNada ... Erie—Lincoln ...................... Lib.
Manley, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs ............. ... ... .. .. ..... OttawaSouth ........................ Lib.
Marleau, HON. DIane . ... Sudbury ... Lib.
McCallum, JONN . ... Markham ........................... Lib.
McCormick, Larry, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Agriculture and Agri—-Food Hastings — Frontenac — Lennox and

Addington .......................... Lib.

MceKay, JONN ... Scarborough East .................... Lib.
MCTEagUE, Dan . . ... Pickering — Ajax — Uxbridge . ... .. .. Lib.
Milliken, Peter, SPeaker . ... Kingston and thelslands .............. Lib.
MillS, DENNIS .o Toronto— Danforth ................. Lib.

Minna, Hon. Maria, Minister for International Cooperation ....................... Beaches— East York ................ Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Mitchell, Hon. Andy, Secretary of State (Rural Development)(Federal Economic

Development Initiative for Northern Ontario) .........................ooun.. Parry Sound — Muskoka ............. Lib.
Myers, Lynn, Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor General of Canada............... Waterloo — Wellington .............. Lib.
Nault, Hon. Robert, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development ......... Kenora— Rainy River ............... Lib.
O'Brien, Pat, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister for International Trade .......... London—Fanshawe ................. Lib.
O'Relilly, John, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of National Defence ........... Haliburton — Victoria— Brock . . .. ... Lib.
Parrish, Carolyn ... ..o MississaugaCentre .................. Lib.
PeriC, JanKO . ... Cambridge ....................... . Lib.
Peterson, Hon. Jim, Secretary of State (International Financial Institutions) ......... Willowdale.......................... Lib.
Phinney, Beth ... ... Hamilton Mountain .................. Lib.
PicKard, JErry . .o Chatham — Kent Essex .............. Lib.
PIHTErT, Gary ..o NiagaraFals ........................ Lib.
Pratt, David ... ... Nepean — Carleton .................. Lib.
Provenzano, Carmen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Veterans Affairs ... .. Sault Ste. Marie ..................... Lib.
Redman, Karen, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of the Environment ........... Kitchener Centre..................... Lib.
Reed, JUlaN .. ... Halton ............ ... .. ............. Lib.
REId, SCOt ... Lanark — Carleton................... CA
Richardson, JOhn . ... .. Perth— Middlesex .................. Lib.
Rock, Hon. Allan, Minister of Health ............ ... . ... ... i, Etobicoke Centre .................... Lib.
Serré, Benoit, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Natural Resources ........... Timiskaming — Cochrane ............ Lib.
SO0, JUAY .. YorkWest ...............coiiial. Lib.
Shepherd, Alex, Parliamentary Secretary to President of the Treasury Board ... ... ... Durham............................. Lib.
Speller, BOD ... Haldimand — Norfolk — Brant ....... Lib.
St. Denis, Brent, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Transport ................. Algoma— Manitoulin ............... Lib.
Steckle, Paul .. ... Huron—Bruce...................... Lib.
Stewart, Hon. Jane, Minister of Human Resources Development .................. Brant ............. .. Lib.
Szabo, Paul, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Public Works and Government

S VI GBS . ittt Mississauga South ................... Lib.
Telegdi, ANArew . ... Kitchener — Waterloo ............... Lib.
Tirabassi, TONY .. ..o NiagaraCentre ...................... Lib.
TonKS, AlaN ... o York South—Weston ............... Lib.
Torsney, Paddy .. ... Burlington .............. ... Lib.
Ur, ROSE-MEIIE. . ..o Lambton — Kent — Middlesex ....... Lib.
Valerl, TONY . Stoney Creek ...l Lib.
Vanclief, Hon. Lyle, Minister of Agricultureand Agri—Food ...................... Prince Edward — Hastings ........... Lib.
VOIPE, JOSEPN .o Eglinton — Lawrence ................ Lib.
Wappel, TOM . Scarborough Southwest ............... Lib.
WheElan, SUSAN . . . ... ESSeX ..o Lib.
WIlTErt, BryON ..o Oak Ridges .............coviiiiiin Lib.
Wo0Ood, BOD . ... NipisSINg .......covviiiii Lib.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Baster, Wayne . . ... Malpeque ... Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence, Solicitor General of Canada ......................... Cadigan ... Lib.
MCGUITE, JOB . . .ottt e e e e e Egmont ................... ... Lib.
MUrphy, SNaWN . . .. Hillsborough ........................ Lib.
QUEBEC (75)

Allard, Carole-Marie . . ... Laval East .......................... Lib.
Assad, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Citizenship and Immigration .. Gatineau ............................ Lib.

ASSEIN, GErard .. ... Charlevoix .......................... BQ



Political

Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Bachand, ANndré .. ... .. Richmond — Arthabaska ............. PC
Bachand, Claude . . ......... .. Sant=Jean ... BQ
Bakopanos, Eleni, Assistant Deputy Chairman of Committees of the Whole . ....... Ahuntsic ..............o oo Lib.
Bellehumeur, Michel ... ... Berthier — Montcalm ................ BQ
Bergeron, Stephane .. ... Verchéres— Les—Patriotes ........... BQ
Bertrand, RODE .. ... . Pontiac — Gatineau — Labelle .. ... ... Lib.
Bigras, Bernard ... ... Rosemont — Petite—Patrie ............ BQ
Binet, Ge&rard ... ... ... Frontenac — Mégantic ............... Lib.
Bourgeois, Diane . ......... i Terrebonne— Blainville ............. BQ
Brien, Plarme . .. Témiscamingue ...................... BQ
Cardin, SEIg . . .ottt Sherbrooke . ........... ... L BQ
Carignan, JEa-GUY . .. ...ttt QuébecEast .................coiiiit Lib.
Cauchon, Hon. Martin, Minister of National Revenue and Secretary of State
(Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec) ........ Outremont .............ccooiiiinn.. Lib.
Charbonneau, Yvon, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Hedth................ Anjou — Riviére-des—Prairies ........ Lib.
Chrétien, Right Hon. Jean, PrimeMinister .................. ... Sant-Maurice .................... ... Lib.
Coderre, Hon. Denis, Secretary of State (Amateur Sport) ..............ccovvinnn.. Bourassa................ociiii.. Lib.
Cotler, [N MountRoyal ........................ Lib.
Cré&te, Palll . ... Kamouraska — Riviére-du—Loup —
Témiscouata— LesBasques . ......... BQ
Dalphond—Guiral, Madeleine . ........ ... i Laval Centre ........................ BQ
DesSrOChers, OGINA ... ..ot e e Lotbiniére-L’Erable.................. BQ
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, President of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs ... i Saint—Laurent — Cartierville .......... Lib.
Discepola, NICK . ... Vaudreuil — Soulanges .............. Lib.
Drouin, Claude . .. ... Beauce ... Lib.
DUDE, ANLOINE . . ..o oo e e L évis—et—Chutes-de-la—Chaudiére . . . .. BQ
Duceppe, GilleS . .. Laurier — Sainte-Marie .............. BQ
Duplain, Claude . ......... . Portneuf .................. .. .. ... ... Lib.
Farrah, GeOrgeS . . . . ..o Bonaventure — Gaspé — lles-de-la—
Madeleine— Pabok .................. Lib.
Folco, Raymonde, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Human Resources
DeVEI OPMENt .. Laval West . ...l Lib.
Fournier, Ghislain . . ... Manicouagan ........................ BQ
Gagliano, Hon. Alfonso, Minister of Public Works and Government Services. . ... .. Saint-Léonard — Saint—Michel ....... Lib.
Gagnon, Christiane. .. ... QUEDEC ... ..o BQ
Gagnon, MarCel . ...... ... Champlain .......................... BQ
Gauthier, MiChel ... ... Roberval ........... ... ... ... ..., BQ
Girard-Bujold, JOCEIYNE . . . ..o Jonquiere ... BQ
Guay, MONIQUE . ... e e e e Laurentides ......................... BQ
Guimond, Michel .. ... . Beauport — Montmorency — Cote-de—
Beaupré — lle-d’'Orléans ............. BQ
Harvey, ANOre . ..o Chicoutimi — LeFjord ............... Lib.
Jennings, Marlene . .. ... Notre-Dame-de-Gréce — Lachine .... Lib.
Laframboise, Mario ....... ... .o Argenteuil — Papineau — Mirabel .... BQ
Lalonde, FranCine . . ... Mercier ... BQ
LanctOt, RODert ... .. Chéteauguay ........................ BQ
Lavigne, Raymond .. ... i Verdun — Saint-Henri — Saint Paul —
Pointe Saint-Charles ................. Lib.
Lebel, Ghidlain ... ... Chambly .............. ... ... ..., BQ
Lincoln, Clfford .. ... ... . Lac-Saint-Louis..................... Lib.
LOUDIEr, YVaN Saint—Hyacinthe— Bagot ............ BQ
Marceau, Richard .......... ... Charleshourg — Jacques—Cartier ...... BQ

MarCil, SEIgE . . e Beauharnois — Salaberry ............. Lib.
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Martin, Hon. Paul, Minister of Finance ............... .. LaSdle—Emard .................... Lib.
Ménard, REal . ... ... . Hochelaga— Maisonneuve ........... BQ
Normand, Hon. Gilbert, Secretary of State (Science, Research and Development) ... Bellechasse — Etchemins —
Montmagny — L'Idet................ Lib.

Paquette, Pierre . . ... o Joliette................ BQ
Paradis, Denis, Parliamentary Secretary to Minister of Foreign Affairs ............. Brome — Missisquoi ................. Lib.
Patry, Bernard . ... ... Pierrefonds— Dollard ............... Lib.
Perron, GillES—A. ... Riviere-des-Mille-les ............... BQ
Pettigrew, Hon. Pierre, Minister for International Trade .......................... Papineau — Saint-Denis ............. Lib.
Picard, PaUling . ...... ... .. Drummond .......................... BQ
Plamondon, LOUIS . ... .o Bas-Richelieu — Nicolet — Bécancour  BQ
Price, David .. ... Compton — Stanstead .. .............. Lib.
Proulx, MarCel ... ... ... Hull —Aylmer ...................... Lib.
Robillard, Hon. Lucienne, President of the Treasury Board and Minister responsible

for Infrastructure . ... ... Westmount — Ville-Marie ........... Lib.
ROChElEaU, YVES ... Trois-RiVieres ....................... BQ
ROY, JEa-Y VES ..t Matapédia— Matane ................ BQ
Saada, JACOUES . . . . oot Brossard — LaPrairie................ Lib.
Sauvageau, Benoit . ... ... Repentigny .....................o. .. BQ
Scherrer, HEBNE . . ... LouisHébert ........................ Lib.
St—Hilaire, Caroling .. ... Longueuil ........................... BQ
St=JaCqUES, DIaNe . . ..o Shefford ... Lib.
SEJULEN, GUY et e e Abitibi — Baie-James — Nunavik .... Lib.
Thibeault, Yolande . . . ... Saint—Lambert ....................... Lib.
Tremblay, StEphan .. ... Lac-Saint—Jean — Saguenay .......... BQ
Tremblay, SUZaNNE. . ... ... Rimouski—Neigette—et-a Mitis .. ... ... BQ
VENNE, Plamette ... e Saint-Bruno — Saint—Hubert ......... BQ

SASKATCHEWAN (14)

ANderson, David . . ... CypressHills— Grasslands . .......... CA
Bailey, ROY ... Souris— Moose Mountain ........... CA
Breitkreuz, Garry . ... ... Yorkton — Melville.................. CA
Fitzpatrick, Brian . ........ ..o PrinceAlbert ........................ CA
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Minister of Natural Resources and Minister responsible for the

Canadian Wheat Board . ......... ..ot Wascana ...t Lib.
Laliberte, RICK . . ..o Churchill River ...................... Lib.
Nystrom, HON. LOrne . . ... Regina— Qu'Appelle................ NDP
PankiwW, JIM ... Saskatoon — Humboldt .............. CA
Proctor, DICK . ... Paliser ... NDP
RITZ, GOy Battlefords — Lloydminster ........... CA
SKEItON, Carol .. ... Saskatoon — Rosetown — Biggar ... .. CA
SPENCEr, LAY .o Regina— Lumsden — Lake Centre ... CA
Vellacott, MaUriCe .. ... ... e Saskatoon — Wanuskewin ............ CA
Yelich, LYNne .. ..o Blackstrap .............. ... CA

YUKON (2)

Bagnell, Larry ... ... Yukon ... Lib.



LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(Asof June 8, 2001 — 1st Session, 37th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS, NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Chair: Nancy Karetak—Lindell Vice—Chairs:
Maurice Vellacott
Larry Bagnell David Chatters John Finlay Pat Martin (16)
Gérard Binet Rodger Cuzner Gerald Keddy Benoit Serré
Serge Cardin Reed Elley Richard Marceau Guy St—Julien
Jean-Guy Carignan
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Ken Epp Gary Lunn David Price
Diane Ablonczy Brian Fitzpatrick James Lunney James Rajotte
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Preston Manning Scott Reid
David Anderson Ghislain Fournier Inky Mark John Reynolds
Gérard Asselin Cheryl Gallant Keith Martin Gerry Ritz
Claude Bachand Yvon Godin Philip Mayfield Jean-Y ves Roy
Roy Bailey Peter Goldring Grant McNally Werner Schmidt
Leon Benoit Jim Gouk Va Meredith Carol Skelton
Bernard Bigras Gurmant Grewal Rob Merrifield Monte Solberg
Rick Borotsik Deborah Grey Bob Mills Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Art Hanger James Moore Larry Spencer
Pierre Brien Richard Harris Lorne Nystrom Darrel Stinson
Andy Burton Grant Hill Deepak Obhrai Chuck Strahl
Chuck Cadman Jay Hill Brian Pallister Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Howard Hilstrom Jim Pankiw Vic Toews
Joe Comartin Betty Hinton Pierre Paguette Randy White
John Cummins Rahim Jaffer Charlie Penson Ted White
Stockwell Day Dale Johnston Gilles-A. Perron John Williams
Bev Desjarlais Jason Kenney Joe Peschisolido Lynne Yelich
John Duncan Robert Lanct6t
AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD
Chair: Charles Hubbard Vice-Chairs:
Howard Hilstrom
David Anderson Mark Eyking Larry McCormick Paul Steckle (16)
Rick Borotsik Marcel Gagnon Dick Proctor Suzanne Tremblay
Garry Breitkreuz Rick Laliberte Bob Speller Rose-Marie Ur
Claude Duplain
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Paul Forseth John Maloney James Rajotte
Diane Ablonczy Cheryl Gallant Preston Manning Scott Reid
Peter Adams Peter Goldring Richard Marceau John Reynolds
Rob Anders Jim Gouk Inky Mark Gerry Ritz
Roy Bailey Gurmant Grewal Keith Martin Jean-Y ves Roy
Leon Benoit Deborah Grey Philip Mayfield Werner Schmidt
Andy Burton Art Hanger Grant McNally Carol Skelton
Chuck Cadman Richard Harris Va Meredith Monte Solberg
Rick Casson Grant Hill Rob Merrifield Kevin Sorenson
David Chatters Jay Hill Bob Mills Larry Spencer
Joe Comartin Betty Hinton James Moore Darrel Stinson
Paul Créte Rahim Jaffer Lorne Nystrom Chuck Strahl
John Cummins Dale Johnston Deepak Obhrai Myron Thompson
Stockwell Day Gerald Keddy Brian Pallister Vic Toews
Odina Desrochers Jason Kenney Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
John Duncan Mario Laframboise Pierre Paguette Randy White
Wayne Easter Robert Lanct6t Charlie Penson Ted White
Reed Elley Gary Lunn Gilles-A. Perron John Williams
Ken Epp James Lunney Joe Peschisolido Lynne Yelich
Brian Fitzpatrick Paul Macklin David Price
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CANADIAN HERITAGE

Chair: Clifford Lincoln Vice-Chairs: Cheryl Gallant
Dennis Mills
Jim Abbott Christiane Gagnon André Harvey Shawn Murphy (16)
Paul Bonwick Gurmant Grewal Loyola Hearn Caroline St-Hilaire
Sarmite Bulte John Harvard Wendy Lill Bryon Wilfert
Rodger Cuzner
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Ken Epp Richard Marceau John Reynolds
Rob Anders Brian Fitzpatrick Inky Mark Gerry Ritz
David Anderson Paul Forseth Keith Martin Benoit Sauvageau
Roy Bailey Peter Goldring Philip Mayfield Werner Schmidt
Leon Benoit Jim Gouk Grant McNally Carol Skelton
Bernard Bigras Deborah Grey Val Meredith Monte Solberg
Diane Bourgeois Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Richard Harris Bob Mills Larry Spencer
Pierre Brien Grant Hill James Moore Diane St-Jacques
Andy Burton Jay Hill Deepak Obhrai Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Howard Hilstrom Brian Pallister Chuck Strahl
Serge Cardin Betty Hinton Jim Pankiw Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Rahim Jaffer Pierre Paquette Vic Toews
David Chatters Dale Johnston Charlie Penson Suzanne Tremblay
Joe Comartin Jason Kenney Joe Peschisolido Maurice Vellacott
John Cummins Robert Lanctot David Price Randy White
Stockwell Day Gary Lunn Dick Proctor Ted White
Antoine Dube James Lunney James Rajotte John Williams
John Duncan Peter MacKay Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Reed Elley Preston Manning
CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION
Chair: Joe Fontana Vice-Chairs: Inky Mark
John McCallum
Mark Assad John Herron AnitaNeville Stéphan Tremblay (16)
Jean Augustine Steve Mahoney Jerry Pickard Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Madeleine Dalphond—Guiral Gurbax Malhi Y olande Thibeault Lynne Yelich
Gurmant Grewal
Associate Members
Jim Abbott John Duncan Francine Lalonde James Rajotte
Diane Ablonczy Reed Elley Gary Lunn Scott Reid
Rob Anders Ken Epp James Lunney John Reynolds
David Anderson Brian Fitzpatrick Preston Manning Gerry Ritz
Roy Bailey Paul Forseth Richard Marceau Werner Schmidt
Leon Benoit Cheryl Gallant Keith Martin Carol Skelton
Bernard Bigras Peter Goldring Philip Mayfield Monte Solberg
Bill Blaikie Jim Gouk Grant McNally Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Va Meredith Larry Spencer
Andy Burton Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Richard Harris Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Serge Cardin Grant Hill James Moore Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Jay Hill Deepak Obhrai Vic Toews
David Chatters Howard Hilstrom Brian Pallister Maurice Vellacott
John Cummins Betty Hinton Jim Pankiw Randy White
Libby Davies Rahim Jaffer Charlie Penson Ted White
Stockwell Day Dale Johnston Joe Peschisolido John Williams
Norman Doyle Dale Johnston David Price




ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

19

Chair: Charles Caccia Vice—Chairs: Karen Kraft Sloan
Bob Mills
Bernard Bigras Marcel Gagnon Rick Laliberte Julian Reed (16)
Aileen Carroll John Herron James Moore Andy Savoy
Joe Comartin Gar Knutson Karen Redman Héléne Scherrer
Paul Forseth
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Ken Epp James Lunney John Reynolds
Diane Ablonczy Brian Fitzpatrick John Maloney Gerry Ritz
Peter Adams Cheryl Gallant Preston Manning Svend Robinson
Rob Anders Peter Goldring Richard Marceau Werner Schmidt
David Anderson Jim Gouk Inky Mark Carol Skelton
Roy Bailey Gurmant Grewal Keith Martin Monte Solberg
Leon Benoit Deborah Grey Pat Martin Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Art Hanger Philip Mayfield Larry Spencer
Pierre Brien Richard Harris Grant McNally Darrel Stinson
Scott Brison Grant Hill Val Meredith Peter Stoffer
Andy Burton Jay Hill Rob Merrifield Chuck Strahl
Chuck Cadman Howard Hilstrom Deepak Obhrai Myron Thompson
Serge Cardin Betty Hinton Brian Pallister Vic Toews
Rick Casson Rahim Jaffer Jim Pankiw Alan Tonks
David Chatters Dale Johnston Charlie Penson Maurice Vellacott
John Cummins Jason Kenney Joe Peschisolido Randy White
Stockwell Day Robert Lanctot David Price Ted White
Bev Desjarlais Clifford Lincoln James Rajotte John Williams
John Duncan Gary Lunn Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Reed Elley
FINANCE
Chair: Maurizio Bevilacqua Vice-Chairs: Scott Brison
Nick Discepola
Sue Barnes Roger Gallaway Sophia Leung Joe Peschisolido (18)
Carolyn Bennett Albina Guarnieri Yvan Loubier Pauline Picard
Roy Cullen Richard Harris John McCallum Gary Pillitteri
Ken Epp Jason Kenney Lorne Nystrom
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Christiane Gagnon James Lunney Scott Reid
Rob Anders Cheryl Gallant Preston Manning John Reynolds
David Anderson Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Richard Marceau Gerry Ritz
Roy Bailey Yvon Godin Inky Mark Werner Schmidt
Leon Benoit Peter Goldring Keith Martin Carol Skelton
Bernard Bigras Jim Gouk Philip Mayfield Monte Solberg
Garry Breitkreuz Gurmant Grewal Alexa McDonough Kevin Sorenson
Pierre Brien Deborah Grey Grant McNally Larry Spencer
Andy Burton Monique Guay Va Meredith Guy St=Julien
Chuck Cadman Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Darrel Stinson
Rick Casson John Herron Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
David Chatters Grant Hill James Moore Myron Thompson
John Cummins Jay Hill Deepak Obhrai Vic Toews
Stockwell Day Howard Hilstrom Brian Pallister Stéphan Tremblay
QOdina Desrochers Betty Hinton Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
Antoine Dubé Charles Hubbard Pierre Paguette Randy White
John Duncan Rahim Jaffer Charlie Penson Ted White
Reed Elley Dale Johnston Gilles-A. Perron John Williams
Brian Fitzpatrick Gary Lunn James Rajotte Lynne Yelich

Paul Forseth
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FISHERIESAND OCEANS

Chair: Wayne Easter Vice-Chairs: Sarkis Assadourian
John Duncan
John Cummins James Lunney Jean-Yves Roy Peter Stoffer (16)
Georges Farrah Bill Matthews Guy St=Julien Suzanne Tremblay
Gerald Keddy Lawrence O'Brien Paul Steckle Tom Wappel
Dominic LeBlanc
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Ghislain Fournier Gary Lunn Gerry Ritz
Diane Ablonczy Marcel Gagnon Preston Manning Svend Robinson
Rob Anders Cheryl Gallant Inky Mark Yves Rocheleau
David Anderson Yvon Godin Keith Martin Werner Schmidt
Gérard Asselin Peter Goldring Philip Mayfield Carol Skelton
Roy Bailey Jim Gouk Grant McNally Monte Solberg
Leon Benoit Gurmant Grewal Va Meredith Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Rob Merrifield Larry Spencer
Andy Burton Art Hanger Bob Mills Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Richard Harris James Moore Chuck Strahl
Rick Casson LoyolaHearn Deepak Obhrai Myron Thompson
David Chatters Grant Hill Brian Pallister Vic Toews
Rodger Cuzner Jay Hill Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Howard Hilstrom Charlie Penson Randy White
Reed Elley Betty Hinton Joe Peschisolido Ted White
Ken Epp Rahim Jaffer James Rajotte John Williams
Brian Fitzpatrick Dale Johnston Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Paul Forseth Jason Kenney John Reynolds
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Chair: Bill Graham Vice—Chairs: Colleen Beaumier
Monte Solberg
Jean Augustine John Harvard Keith Martin Denis Paradis (18)
George Baker Stan Keyes Pat O'Brien Bernard Patry
Bill Casey Francine Lalonde Deepak Obhrai Svend Robinson
Rick Casson Diane Marleau Pierre Paquette
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Stan Dromisky Jason Kenney Scott Reid
Diane Ablonczy Antoine Dubé James Lunney John Reynolds
Rob Anders John Duncan John Maloney Gerry Ritz
David Anderson Claude Duplain Preston Manning Y ves Rocheleau
Sarkis Assadourian Wayne Easter Richard Marceau Benoit Sauvageau
Claude Bachand Reed Elley Inky Mark Héléne Scherrer
Roy Bailey Ken Epp Pat Martin Werner Schmidt
Eugene Bellemare Mark Eyking Philip Mayfield Carol Skelton
Leon Benoit Brian Fitzpatrick Grant McNally Kevin Sorenson
Bernard Bigras Raymonde Folco Va Meredith Bob Speller
Bill Blaikie Paul Forseth Rob Merrifield Larry Spencer
Garry Breitkreuz Cheryl Gallant Bob Mills Diane St-Jacques
Andy Burton Peter Goldring James Moore Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Jim Gouk Lorne Nystrom Chuck Strahl
Serge Cardin Gurmant Grewal Brian Pallister Myron Thompson
David Chatters Deborah Grey Jim Pankiw Vic Toews
Irwin Cotler Art Hanger Charlie Penson Stéphan Tremblay
Paul Créte Mac Harb Joe Peschisolido Tony Valeri
John Cummins Richard Harris Beth Phinney Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Grant Hill David Price Randy White
Norman Doyle Dale Johnston James Rajotte

Chair:

Sarkis Assadourian
Colleen Beaumier

Beth Phinney

Eugene Bellemare
Bill Casey

Vice-Chair:

Irwin Cotler
Antoine Dubé

SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTSAND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Deepak Obhrai 9)
Svend Robinson




SUB-COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, TRADE DISPUTES AND INVESTMENT

Chair: Mac Harb Vice-Chair:
Bill Casey Mark Eyking Pierre Paguette Bob Speller 9)
Rick Casson Pat O’'Brien Svend Robinson Tony Valeri
HEALTH
Chair: Bonnie Brown Vice—Chairs: Rob Merrifield
Diane Ablonczy Jeannot Castonguay James Lunney Carolyn Parrish (16)
André Bachand Yvon Charbonneau Réal Ménard Hélene Scherrer
Ray Bonin Stan Dromisky Stephen Owen Judy Wasylycia—Leis
Diane Bourgeois
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Brian Fitzpatrick Preston Manning John Reynolds
Rob Anders Paul Forseth Richard Marceau Gerry Ritz
David Anderson Cheryl Gallant Inky Mark Werner Schmidt
Roy Bailey Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Keith Martin Carol Skelton
Leon Benoit Peter Goldring Pat Martin Monte Solberg
Bernard Bigras Jim Gouk Philip Mayfield Kevin Sorenson
Garry Breitkreuz Gurmant Grewal Grant McNally Larry Spencer
Andy Burton Deborah Grey Va Meredith Diane St-Jacques
Chuck Cadman Art Hanger Bob Mills Darrel Stinson
Rick Casson Richard Harris James Moore Chuck Strahl
David Chatters Grant Hill Deepak Obhrai Greg Thompson
John Cummins Jay Hill Brian Pallister Myron Thompson
Madeleine Dalphond—-Guiral Howard Hilstrom Jim Pankiw Vic Toews
Libby Davies Betty Hinton Charlie Penson Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Rahim Jaffer Joe Peschisolido Randy White
Nick Discepola Dale Johnston Pauline Picard Ted White
John Duncan Jason Kenney James Rajotte John Williams
Reed Elley Gary Lunn Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Ken Epp John Maloney
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HUMAN RESOURCESDEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONSWITH DISABILITIES

Chair: Peter Adams Vice-Chairs: Val Meredith
Diane St-Jacques
Jeannot Castonguay Raymonde Folco Dale Johnston Carol Skelton (18)
Paul Créte Jim Gouk Judi Longfield Greg Thompson
Libby Davies Monique Guay Joe McGuire Alan Tonks
Georges Farrah Tony lanno Anita Neville
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Marcel Gagnon John Maloney John Reynolds
Diane Ablonczy Christiane Gagnon Preston Manning Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Richard Marceau Jean-Y ves Roy
David Anderson John Godfrey Inky Mark Werner Schmidt
Roy Bailey Yvon Godin Keith Martin Andy Scott
Carolyn Bennett Peter Goldring Pat Martin Monte Solberg
Leon Benoit Gurmant Grewal Philip Mayfield Kevin Sorenson
Diane Bourgeois Deborah Grey Larry McCormick Larry Spencer
Garry Breitkreuz Art Hanger Grant McNally Darrel Stinson
Andy Burton Richard Harris Réal Ménard Chuck Strahl
Chuck Cadman Grant Hill Rob Merrifield Myron Thompson
Rick Casson Jay Hill Bob Mills Tony Tirabassi
David Chatters Howard Hilstrom James Moore Vic Toews
John Cummins Betty Hinton Deepak Obhrai Stéphan Tremblay
Madeleine Dalphond—Guiral Rahim Jaffer Brian Pallister Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Joe Jordan Jim Pankiw Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Antoine Dube Nancy Karetak—Lindell Charlie Penson Elsie Wayne
John Duncan Jason Kenney Janko Peric Randy White
Reed Elley Robert Lanct6t Joe Peschisolido Ted White
Ken Epp Wendy Lill James Rajotte John Williams
Brian Fitzpatrick Gary Lunn Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Paul Forseth James Lunney
SUB-COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK

Chair: John Godfrey Vice—Chair:
Roy Bailey Monique Guay Diane St-Jacques Tony Tirabassi 9)
Libby Davies AnitaNeville Greg Thompson Alan Tonks
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Pierre Brien Richard Harris Philip Mayfield Monte Solberg
Andy Burton Grant Hill Grant McNally Kevin Sorenson
Chuck Cadman Jay Hill Va Meredith Larry Spencer
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chair: John Williams Vice-Chairs: Mac Harb
Marlene Jennings
Robert Bertrand John Finlay Lorne Nystrom Joe Peschisolido a7)
John Bryden Sophia Leung Brian Pallister Alex Shepherd
Gerry Byrne Philip Mayfield Gilles-A. Perron Greg Thompson
Odina Desrochers Shawn Murphy
Associate Members
Jim Abbott John Duncan Dale Johnston John Reynolds
Diane Ablonczy Reed Elley Jason Kenney Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Ken Epp Gary Lunn Benoit Sauvageau
David Anderson Brian Fitzpatrick James Lunney Werner Schmidt
Roy Bailey Paul Forseth Preston Manning Carol Skelton
Leon Benoit Cheryl Gallant Inky Mark Monte Solberg
Garry Breitkreuz Peter Goldring Keith Martin Kevin Sorenson
Scott Brison Jim Gouk Grant McNally Larry Spencer
Andy Burton Gurmant Grewal Val Meredith Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Deborah Grey Rob Merrifield Peter Stoffer
Serge Cardin Art Hanger Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Rick Casson Richard Harris James Moore Myron Thompson
David Chatters Grant Hill Deepak Obhrai Vic Toews
Roy Cullen Jay Hill Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
John Cummins Howard Hilstrom Charlie Penson Randy White
Stockwell Day Betty Hinton James Rajotte Ted White
Bev Degarlais Rahim Jaffer Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
TRANSPORT AND GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS
Chair: Ovid Jackson Vice—Chairs: Jay Hill
Marcel Proulx
Larry Bagnell Brian Fitzpatrick Dominic LeBlanc Brent St. Denis (16)
Andy Burton Mario Laframboise Serge Marcil Paul Szabo
Bev Degjarlais Ghislain Lebel Alex Shepherd Tony Tirabass
Norman Doyle
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Ken Epp Gary Lunn Scott Reid
Diane Ablonczy Paul Forseth James Lunney John Reynolds
Reg Alcock Ghislain Fournier John Maloney Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Christiane Gagnon Preston Manning Werner Schmidt
David Anderson Cheryl Gallant Richard Marceau Judy Sgro
Gérard Asselin Jocelyne Girard-Bujold Inky Mark Carol Skelton
Roy Bailey Peter Goldring Keith Martin Monte Solberg
Leon Benoit Jim Gouk Philip Mayfield Kevin Sorenson
Bernard Bigras Gurmant Grewal Grant McNally Larry Spencer
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Réal Ménard Guy St—=Julien
Chuck Cadman Monique Guay Val Meredith Darrel Stinson
Serge Cardin Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Peter Stoffer
Bill Casey Richard Harris Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Rick Casson Grant Hill James Moore Y olande Thibeault
David Chatters Howard Hilstrom Deepak Obhrai Myron Thompson
Paul Créte Betty Hinton Brian Pallister Vic Toews
John Cummins Rahim Jaffer Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Dale Johnston Charlie Penson Randy White
Odina Desrochers Jason Kenney Joe Peschisolido Ted White
John Duncan Rick Laliberte Dick Proctor John Williams
Wayne Easter Raymond Lavigne James Rajotte Lynne Yelich

Reed Elley




27

SPECIAL COMMITTEES

NON-MEDICAL USE OF DRUGS

Chair: Paddy Torsney Vice-Chairs: Carole-Marie Allard
Randy White
André Bachand Mac Harb Réal Ménard Jacques Saada (13)
Bernard Bigras Dominic LeBlanc Stephen Owen Carol Skelton
Libby Davies Derek Lee
STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES
LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT
Joint Chairs: John Bryden Joint Vice—Chair:  Carolyn Bennett
Raymond Lavigne
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Gérald Beaudoin Robert Bertrand Jim Karygiannis (21)
Jane Marie Cordy Rick Borotsik Wendy Lill
Donald Oliver Marlene Catterall Gurbax Malhi
Vivienne Poy Brenda Chamberlain Jerry Pickard
Marcel Gagnon Louis Plamondon
Grant Hill Jacques Saada
Betty Hinton Darrel Stinson
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Brian Fitzpatrick Preston Manning John Reynolds
Diane Ablonczy Paul Forseth Inky Mark Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Cheryl Gallant Keith Martin Benoit Sauvageau
David Anderson Peter Goldring Philip Mayfield Werner Schmidt
Roy Bailey Jim Gouk Grant McNally Carol Skelton
Leon Benoit Gurmant Grewal Val Meredith Monte Solberg
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Rob Merrifield Kevin Sorenson
Andy Burton Art Hanger Bob Mills Larry Spencer
Chuck Cadman Richard Harris James Moore Chuck Strahl
Rick Casson Jay Hill Deepak Obhrai Myron Thompson
David Chatters Howard Hilstrom Brian Pallister Vic Toews
John Cummins Rahim Jaffer Jim Pankiw Maurice Vellacott
Libby Davies Dale Johnston Charlie Penson Randy White
Stockwell Day Jason Kenney Joe Peschisolido Ted White
John Duncan Gary Lunn James Rajotte John Williams
Reed Elley James Lunney Scott Reid Lynne Yelich
Ken Epp Peter MacKay




28

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Joint Chairs: Mauril Bélanger Joint Vice- Scott Reid
Shirley Maheu Chairs: Y olande Thibeault
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
Gérald Beaudoin André Bachand John Godfrey (24)
Joan Fraser Eugéne Bellemare Yvon Godin
Jean—Robert Gauthier Leon Benoit Rahim Jaffer
Rose-Marie Losier—Cool Gérard Binet Raymond Lavigne
Jean—Claude Rivest Sarmite Bulte Dan McTeague
Raymond Setlakwe Claude Drouin Benoit Sauvageau
Jean—Maurice Simard Christiane Gagnon
Associate Members
Jim Abbott Paul Forseth Richard Marceau John Reynolds
Diane Ablonczy Cheryl Gallant Inky Mark Gerry Ritz
Rob Anders Peter Goldring Keith Martin Werner Schmidt
David Anderson Jim Gouk Philip Mayfield Carol Skelton
Roy Bailey Gurmant Grewal Grant McNally Monte Solberg
Garry Breitkreuz Deborah Grey Val Meredith Kevin Sorenson
Andy Burton Art Hanger Rob Merrifield Darrel Stinson
Chuck Cadman Richard Harris Bob Mills Chuck Strahl
Rick Casson Grant Hill James Moore Myron Thompson
David Chatters Jay Hill Lorne Nystrom Vic Toews
Joe Comartin Howard Hilstrom Deepak Obhrai Suzanne Tremblay
John Cummins Betty Hinton Brian Pallister Maurice Vellacott
Stockwell Day Dale Johnston Jim Pankiw Randy White
John Duncan Jason Kenney Charlie Penson Ted White
Reed Elley Gary Lunn Joe Peschisolido John Williams
Ken Epp James Lunney Louis Plamondon Lynne Yelich
Brian Fitzpatrick Preston Manning James Rajotte
SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS
Chair: Céline Hervieux—Payette Joint Vice—Chair:  Tom Wappel
Representing the Senate: Representing the House of Commons:
The Honourable Senators
John Bryden Sue Barnes Robert Lanctét (23)
Sheila Finestone Paul Bonwick Derek Lee
Noél Kinsella Jean—Guy Carignan Paul Macklin
Wilfred Moore Joe Comuzzi Lynn Myers
Pierre Claude Nolin John Cummins Lorne Nystrom
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