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Friday, February 6, 2009

The House met at 10 a.m.
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GOVERNMENT ORDERS

® (1000)
[Translation]

CANADA NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATIONS ACT

The House resumed from February 4 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-4, An Act respecting not-for-profit corporations and
certain other corporations be read the second time and referred to a
committee.

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—YVille-Marie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, as my party's industry, science and technology critic, it is
my honour to say a few words about Bill C-4, An Act respecting not-
for-profit corporations and certain other corporations. This bill, you
will remember, originated with the Liberal Party almost a decade ago
in order to review the regulations and the governance rules of not-
for-profit organizations.

As we know, this bill specifically concerns not-for-profit
organizations; it would replace part II of the Canada Corporations
Act and it would apply to some entities currently covered by part 111
of that act.

The bill would also provide for continuance of companies that
were created by special acts of Parliament and subject to part IV of
the Canada Corporations Act and, finally, it would repeal the Canada
Corporations Act.

©(1005)
[English]

Bill C-4 was developed as a result of the previous Liberal
government's commitment to the voluntary sector task force initiated
in 1999 to modernize the governance of the non-profit sector. It
proposes substantial changes to regulations going back to 1917.

Many of the corporate governance provisions, as well as many
other provisions found in the bill, are modelled on the corporate
governance provisions contained in the Canada Business Corpora-
tions Act, the statute that regulates federally incorporated for profit
corporations; that is business corporations.

[Translation]

Generally speaking, this legislation is seeking to provide a
framework for the modern corporate governance of some 20,000
federally incorporated not-for-profit organizations that include
community, ecological, cultural and religious organizations as well
as national charities and many others.

Since July 2000, and then again in March 2002, Industry Canada
has shared its consultation reports while organizing new consulta-
tions across the country in order to discuss different reform
alternatives.

[English]

Following the second round of consultations Industry Canada
released a paper entitled “Reform of the Canada Corporations Act:
The Federal Not-for-Profit Framework Law”. Two years later the
Liberal Party introduced the first version of the non-profit
corporations act as Bill C-21. The bill passed second reading,
underwent three committee meetings, but did not reach a final vote
before the election call in late 2005.

Under the Conservative government, the bill was reintroduced as
Bill C-62 but only passed first reading before being lost in the
September 2008 election call.

[Translation]

Bills C-62 and C-4 certainly do contain amendments to Bill C-21,
as well as the definition of a “soliciting corporation”.

We are all aware that soliciting corporations receive part or all of
their funding from public sources, whether by fundraising or other
means.

I should point out that Bill C-4 is flexible enough to address the
needs of not-for-profit organizations of all sizes effectively by
introducing clearer rules and both accountability and transparency
for the entire not-for-profit sector.

Overall, the bill introduces significant changes with respect to
financial accountability, the rights and responsibilities of directors
and officers, and the rights of members.
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If passed, Bill C-4 will implement new rules on financial reporting
based on the organization's annual revenue and sources of funding,
new rules on standard of care for directors and new rules for
direction liability, new rules that permit written resolutions in place
of meetings and allow corporations to avail themselves of
technological advances, also new rules permitting members access
to certain information to monitor director activities and enforce their
rights within the organization and a streamlining of the incorporation
process and a reduction in the regulatory burden for the not for profit
sector.

[Translation)

In other words, with this new bill, the sometimes endless and often
complicated incorporation process will be streamlined and simpli-
fied.

Organizations will be able to fill out electronic forms and pay fees
on line, and the current requirement that applications for incorpora-
tion are subject to a departmental review will be eliminated. This will
make the incorporation process easier and faster.

[English]

The new office of director of corporations would replace the
current system of ministerial review and discretion. This director
would have administrative and regulatory functions and would be
able to issue incorporation, amalgamation or dissolution certificates,
investigate and make enquiries about compliance and access key
corporate documents like membership lists and financial statements.

As stated, the new bill would also make significant changes in
terms of financial accountability, the rights and responsibilities of
directors, officers and members' rights. Improving transparency and
accountability is a major objective of the new legislation through
new rules on financial review and disclosure. All non-profits will
need to make their financial statements available to their members,
directors and officers in addition to the director appointed under the
act.

[Translation]

Directors of soliciting organizations will have to make their
records available to the public. This legislation will also improve
financial accountability with new accounting audit rules. These rules
recognize that not-for-profit organizations have different levels of
revenue and different funding sources. All soliciting and non-
soliciting organizations classified under the new legislation as
having “significant” revenue will be subject to an accounting audit.

I want to point out that the stakeholders targeted by this new
legislation supported the proposed changes during initial consulta-
tions, as did the witnesses who testified during the earlier committee
meetings.

©(1010)
[English]

Strong support was given for the proposed reforms dealing with
standard of care, due diligence defence, indemnification and

insurance and limited liability of directors and officers. Some of
the areas where there was less unanimity between those consulted

included clarification of the rules governing non-for-profit corpora-
tions versus registered charities, whether there should be classifica-
tions under the bill that would stipulate different requirements based
on the type of not-for-profit organization, whether it should be
necessary to file bylaws and, finally, the level of auditing required.

[Translation]

The committee can certainly examine these points in detail. In the
meantime, speaking as a person who has been involved in not-for-
profit organizations, I must say that I support this legislation
wholeheartedly.

I want to emphasize that my Liberal colleagues and I are eager to
work with our colleagues on the government side to pass this
important legislation, which has been a long time coming.

[English]

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is a privilege to hear my hon. colleague who is one of the
giants of science and one of the great explorers of our country.

What are my hon. friend's views on what the government should
have done in the budget and what it still can do to maximize
investments in research and development?

We know the value added benefits for research and development
in our country are enormous to allow us to capitalize on the future
needs of our country and the great challenges that face us in the
world, not only the environmental challenges but the social
challenges.

I would like to know not only what investments should be made,
but how they should be made and how we can maximize the
interplay between the research and development units and post-
secondary institutions and the private sector within our country and
between countries.

Mr. Marc Garneau: Mr. Speaker, it is certain that in this time of
economic crisis we must put a great deal of emphasis on the
importance of science, research and innovation for the future of our
country.

The Liberal Party, back in the 1990s, under Mr. Chrétien and Mr.
Martin, had the foresight to put into place some extremely important
programs, such as the Canada Foundation for Innovation, the
Canada research chairs, Genome Canada, which we have spoke of
lately, and also the very important program to fund the indirect costs
of university research. Those programs were far-sighted, at a difficult
financial time, I might add, in the mid-1990s, and have been
acclaimed by our universities and our research hospitals as providing
that necessary support from the federal government to re-invigorate
research in our country.
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As we have seen in the past week or so, a number of these
organizations, such as Genome Canada and, more recent, the three
national funding research councils and our scientists have all decried
that the programs I just mentioned are not continuing to receive
steady support, particularly at this time when it is crucial for us to
continue to build on that capability.

I hope and I pray that the government will take note of this and
realize that science is something that we must support for the long
run. It is not something that we address on an ad hoc basis when we
decide it is time to make a small injection to turn on the tap and turn
it off. We must realize the importance of steadily supporting
scientific research in our country.

® (1015)

Mr. Bruce Hyer (Thunder Bay—Superior North, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we understand the need for bringing our corporations act
into the 21st century. However, we are rather disappointed that a
fairly straightforward six page present act has been expanded into a
rather bloated a one hundred and seventy page document. We
believe there will be need for amendments to the bill.

We are particularly concerned that the bill would increase the
record keeping and regulatory burden on non-profits, especially the
small non-profits. It seems to treat the average legion social club the
same as it treats the Red Cross of Canada. We are concerned that the
record keeping requirements will become onerous.

We hope there will be some trimming down and some thought
given to that sort of thing. What we seem to have is a 170 page
expansion and legalization of Robert's Rules of Order.

Mr. Marc Garneau: Mr. Speaker, I take note of the member's
comments. It is a large document, but the consensus that has been
reached in consultations over a period of six to eight years is this is
in fact a document that streamlines and clarifies the responsibilities
and the processes involved with being a non-profit corporation.

However, 1 take note of the member's comments. It would be
important to ensure that small organizations would not burdened to
the same extent as larger organizations. I welcome the member's
input to the committee discussions that will take place in due course
to move toward a ratification of the bill.

Hon. Keith Martin: Mr. Speaker, in order to maintain scientists
of the calibre that my colleague just mentioned, and others in our
country, we have to be able to cultivate them from the very
beginning.

Senator Lillian Dyck, from the other place, has started, with her
friends, a way for children to have access to science and to have it
available to them in a fun way. This is extremely important, as we
know, to enable children to have exposure to science, for them to be
inspired by science, and for them to be interested in science. I hope
that for some of them at least they would be able to follow a course
of action professionally later on in life that follows one of the
sciences.

I would like to ask my hon. friend, while this is not in the realm of
the federal government, does he not think that the federal
government has an enormous opportunity to work with the
provincial ministries of education to enable children to have access
to science, to implement scientific programs that expose children to
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science in a fun way? In doing so, we would begin to cultivate that
fertile imagination of children and inspire them. We would involve
them and include them in the great world of science and the
wonderful world of discovery that awaits all of us.

Mr. Marc Garneau: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon. member for his
very important comments. Although, as he points out, education is a
provincial matter, I think there is federal involvement and a
leadership role that can be assumed by the federal government.

In the particular area that I have been involved in my professional
life, which is the space business, I have had the opportunity to
interact with the provinces during the past 25 years. In their primary
and secondary level curriculum, they have included some modules
that deal with space and astronomy. There is no question about it,
those are areas that stimulate the minds of young people and perhaps
in some cases may make them think about science as being a
potential career of their own.

I think the federal government can work with provincial
jurisdictions to create a more positive scientific culture in our
primary and secondary schools for the good of the country.

® (1020)

Hon. Keith Martin: Mr. Speaker, I should have asked my friend a
question regarding astrophysics. Canada is the third leading country
in the world in investments in astrophysics. In fact, our country, and
this is a great news story, actually punches well above its weight.
There are opportunities right now in investments in the large Array
telescope that we have and in the post-Hubble telescope to make
investments which have huge opportunities and implications for us,
not only in astrophysics but in the applied sciences.

My friend is an engineer by trade, an electrical engineer if
memory serves me correctly. Does he not think that our government
should make a concerted effort to support our astronomers and to
support astrophysics because we know that the investment in
astrophysics results in a 7 to 10 times to 1 investment in the monies
that are put in?

Really, this is a great news story for Canada and Canadians
because our astrophysicists punch well above their weight. Canada is
the third leading country in the world in our capabilities and
discoveries in this important area.

Mr. Marc Garneau: Mr. Speaker, it is true, Canada does punch
above its weight in astronomy. I think it raises a very fundamental
point, the importance of supporting not only applied science in this
country but also fundamental science. For those who do not know it,
our astronomers are the pride of this country in terms of published
articles and discoveries. That is something I hope more Canadians
will become aware of.

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Vincent (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, since this the
first time I have risen to speak since the session began, I would like
to begin by thanking the people of Shefford for trusting in me for the
third time to defend their interests in Ottawa.
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For several years, a number of representatives of not-for-profit
corporations have been pressing to have the Canada Corporations
Act modernized. In the past decade, numerous people have taken
part in consultations, while others have made written submissions to
Industry Canada calling for rapid amendments to the Canada
Corporations Act. In recent years, some people have expressed
concern that the Canada Corporations Act is out of date and no
longer meets the needs of the not-for-profit sector. Stakeholders have
publicly called for reform of the act and, in 1999, the task force on
the voluntary sector, which was created by the federal government,
called for improvements to the regulatory framework governing this
sector. Industry Canada's proposal to modernize the Canada
Corporations Act forms part of the task force's plan.

In July 2000, Industry Canada released a consultation paper
entitled Reform of the Canada Corporations Act: The Federal Not-
for-Profit Framework Law. After releasing this document, the
department held a series of round tables in cities across the country
to look at the ideas in the document and consider various legislative
options. The government then made concrete proposals to reform the
not-for-profit corporations legislation.

On November 15, 2004, the Liberal government introduced Bill
C-21, which never reached second reading. On June 13, 2008,
during the second session of the 39th Parliament, the Conservative
government introduced Bill C-62, which was similar to what the
Liberals had tabled. With the hasty election call last September, this
bill died on the order paper. On December 3, 2008, a similar bill was
introduced for first reading by the Minister of State (Small Business
and Tourism). Once again, it died on the order paper when
Parliament was prorogued on December 4. Finally, the Conservative
minister introduced the same legislation on January 28 as Bill C-4.

Since 2004, both Liberal and Conservative governments intro-
duced various bills that all died on the order paper. In spite of
everything, it is quite clear that there is a common desire on both
sides of the House to modernize the Canada Corporations Act,
especially since the bills introduced by previous governments have
all been very similar.

To briefly summarize Bill C-4, its primary aim is to propose new
legislation on not-for-profit corporations that would establish a more
modern and transparent framework for such organizations. The
operational framework for not-for-profit corporations would be
similar to corporate governance under the Canada Business
Corporations Act. The new act would gradually repeal the Canada
Corporations Act and would replace parts II, III and IV of that act.

According to the minister herself, Bill C-4 will cut administrative
costs facing not-for-profit corporations and will strengthen and
clarify the governance rules that apply to these corporations. In more
concrete terms, this bill will simplify the incorporation of not-for-
profit corporations; clarify the rights and responsibilities of directors;
establish defences for directors and officers in the event of liability;
provide members with increased rights to contribute to the
governance of their corporation; and establish a better mechanism
to oversee the corporations' accounts.

Although the bill is complex, the new framework that will govern
not-for-profit corporations should considerably simplify and clarify

the role of these corporations in our society, both for their members
and directors and for the general public.

©(1025)

It is exceedingly clear that extensive changes must be made to the
Canada Corporations Act. For that reason, the Bloc Québécois is in
favour of the principle underlying the bill. However, it is evident that
some aspects of the bill must be examined in committee.

The Bloc Québécois supports this bill for a number of reasons.
First of all, the process for establishing a not-for-profit will be
considerably streamlined and much more transparent.

The act currently requires not-for-profit corporations to keep
detailed accounts of their activities but does not require disclosure of
these accounts. Bill C-4 requires not-for-profits to make their
financial records available to their members, directors and officers,
as well as to the Director. This will permit directors and officers to
better manage and supervise the corporation, to monitor the financial
situation of the organization between annual meetings and to ensure
that funds are used only in the pursuit of the stated goals and
objectives.

The bill also includes a provision to ensure a fair balance between
transparency and accountability on one hand and privacy on the
other. An organization can apply to the Director for an exemption
from disclosing its accounts to its members.

The Canada Corporations Act currently allows anyone to obtain
the membership list of a not-for-profit organization. The act sets out
the possible uses of such a list. Bill C-4, Canada Not-for-profit
Corporations Act, will give this right only to the organization's
members, creditors and directors.
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This provision will facilitate communication among members and
enable them to better coordinate their activities; it will require
administrators to maintain an up-to-date membership list, thereby
further facilitating logistics and administration; and it will protect the
members of certain types of not-for-profit organizations from the
unauthorized use of such lists. The same provisions were included in
the Canada Corporations Act to punish such offences. The problem
would be resolved at the source by not making such lists public. Any
person wishing to consult the list would have to sign a statutory
declaration limiting the ways in which the list is to be used. The bill
also calls for a fine of up to $25,000 or up to six months in prison or
both for anyone using a list for unauthorized purposes. This reminds
us of the CRTC's do not call list. We know that such lists have been
sold for about $50 for 6,000 names. People wanted their names on
the CRTC list because they did not want to be bothered by
telemarketers. This provision would compensate for the cost of
updating the lists by removing the requirement to make them
available to the general public.

Directors and officers of not-for-profit organizations are currently
exposed to numerous liabilities under the provisions of certain pieces
of legislation including liability for environmental damages, liability
for unpaid salaries, fiduciary duty, and liability for their own
negligent actions. They should be relieved of those liabilities. Thus,
the new legislation addresses the liabilities of not-for-profit directors.

Incorporation creates a legal entity that can be held liable. The
organization will protect these people from personal liability when
acting according to their responsibilities as defined in the legislation.

That is covered in subsection 37(1).

The bill includes a clear definition of the standards for diligence
that do not hold a director liable if he or she has acted honestly and
in good faith with a view to the best interests of the corporation.

That is covered in subsection 149(1)
®(1030)

Directors may use the defence of reasonable diligence, which
gives them a remedy against unfounded complaints.

This is found in clause 150.1.

There are new provisions to indemnify directors against costs,
charges and expenses incurred in respect of an unfounded
proceeding or of incidents where the corporation believes the
director's actions warrant indemnification.

These provisions are found in clauses 151.1 and 151.5.

The problem with this sort of provision is that highly qualified
officers who know the system well might exonerate themselves by
invoking the due diligence defence and thus make the members of
the organization pay collectively for their errors.

With regard to efficiency, replacing the letters patent system,
involving a sort of order signed by the minister, with an as of right
system of incorporation makes it much easier to set up not-for-profit
organizations. First, the discretionary approval process would
disappear and the incorporation process would be simplified, giving
corporations greater flexibility. This process would also be more
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efficient and less expensive, both for corporations and for the
government.

Second, eliminating the obligation to have by-laws approved
gives corporations the flexibility to create by-laws to meet their
particular needs. It is high time the minister's discretionary authority
in this area was abolished. This will increase not only the credibility
of not-for-profit organizations, but public confidence in them.

I would also like to take this opportunity to point out the main
issues the Bloc Québécois and many representatives of not-for-profit
organizations have with Bill C-4 and the Canada Corporations Act.
The Canada Corporations Act currently includes a classification
system for not-for-profit organizations. The bill still does not include
any mechanisms to correct this situation.

For the government, the new act does not need a classification
system because the framework is permissive and flexible, allowing
organizations to choose how to apply many provisions.

However, according to the national charities and not-for-profit law
section of the Canadian Bar Association, not including a general
classification system is a major flaw in this bill. It then becomes
important to specify if the not-for-profit organization is charitable,
mutualist, political or even religious, because they would be
different. I am only trying to highlight various distinctions, but we
believe that the committee should tackle this issue.

As well, section 154 of the Canada Corporations Act currently
stipulates that the federal minister may grant a charter of
incorporation if the corporation thereby created pursues objects “to
which the legislative authority of the Parliament of Canada extends,
of a national, patriotic, religious, philanthropic, charitable, scientific,
artistic, social, professional or sporting character, or the like objects.”

But it appears that the proposed new legislation would not require
a not-for-profit organization to include in its statutes the objects it
intends to pursue, thus sidestepping the whole notion of specifying
what action an organization can take in accordance with its goals.

Since we know that the federal Parliament only has jurisdiction
over organizations that do not have provincial goals, this raises the
following question: Why does the bill not include some provision to
oversee what falls under federal jurisdiction? The Bloc Québécois
feels that this question should be studied in committee.

©(1035)

These are legitimate issues that the Bloc Québécois is trying to
defend.

Under section 92 of the Constitution, managing the social
economy, volunteering and community activities falls within
provincial jurisdiction. As set out in that section, all matters of a
merely local or private nature fall under Quebec's exclusive
jurisdiction.
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I repeat; it is important to note that the federal Parliament has
jurisdiction over only those organizations that do not pursue
provincial objects. Section 92, subsection 11 of the Constitution
Act, 1867 grants the incorporation of companies with provincial
objects specifically to the provinces.

Accordingly, there seems to be a serious flaw in the bill and it
must be carefully examined to avoid any potential conflict between
the provinces and the federal government. The bill must be amended
to limit its application to not-for-profit corporations that operate in
several provinces, that have offices in several provinces or whose
object comes under federal jurisdiction.

Adding these limitations is not mandatory per se. Constitutionally,
the federal government does not have the authority to legislate in
areas of Quebec jurisdiction. However, to avoid any confusion that
could arise from the new wording of the legislation, it would be wise
to include provisions limiting the scope of its application.

At the beginning of my speech, I said that, for some time now,
representatives of not-for-profit corporations have been calling for
amendments to bring the Canada Corporations Act up to date. For
reasons of transparency, efficiency and fairness, the Bloc Québécois
believes that these amendments are legitimate and essential.
However, certain points need to be clarified in committee.

Whether on matters of classification or the jurisdictions of each
level of government, we believe that the committee must provide
clear answers. The representatives of not-for-profit corporations
deserve to be able to work with a Canada Corporations Act that
effectively meets their needs.

[English]

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
previous questioner lamented that the bill was very long and had a
lot of details that gave him some concern.

The bill does cover a lot of different things and it does provide a
comprehensive view of some of the important provisos that will be
necessary to ensure the integrity of the not-for-profit sector.

The area I want to comment on is with regard to the coming into
force of the regulations. The member may want to comment on this.
The bill has a substantial section on the regulations. One of the
regulation provisos indicates that the governor in council, basically
the cabinet, can establish regulations. It gives cabinet the power to
define certain terms used in the bill but they are not defined in the
bill, which I find very unusual.

The bill provides substantive latitude and causes me a bit of
concern with regard to the facility to be able to change the scope of
legislation through regulation rather than through the legislation
itself. In normal cases, regulations are enabled by the legislation
itself. I raise this from the standpoint that I hope the committee will
look at the extensive provisions allowing for regulations to be put
forward. In my own view, they appear to be fairly broad and
sweeping and there may be items here that should be incorporated
into the legislation as it exists rather than at some other time at the
discretion of cabinet.

©(1040)
[Translation]

Mr. Robert Vincent: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for his
question. He is absolutely right to raise these points because, when
examining the provisions of the act, the committee will have to study
20 points.

In addition, he is perfectly right to say that the latitude of the
governor in council is too great with respect to this bill.

When the bill is studied in committee, we will make some
recommendations to the government. Therefore, I believe that the
government should bend to stakeholders.

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I wish to
congratulate my colleague from Shefford for his presentation, which
has given us a solid understanding of the bill's intent. A Liberal
colleague mentioned earlier that the bill was tabled about ten years
ago but never adopted. My colleague raised the fact that the bill in
question applies to organizations with a national, patriotic, religious
or other purpose. They may be of all sorts. However, the bill does
not require these organizations to reveal their reason for being.

It is somewhat illogical for a bill to define the objects of these
organizations but then to not require the organization to state the
reason for incorporation. We come across inconsistencies and
duplication in Quebec's and Canada's jurisdictions all the time. In
our ridings, not-for-profits are mostly local organizations. Thus, it is
quite rare to find organizations working in several provinces or
throughout Canada.

I wonder if my colleague examined this issue. Does he see that it
is very important to clarify this bill?

Mr. Robert Vincent: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my
colleague from Alfred-Pellan for his very pertinent question. He saw
the relevance of this file and of Bill C-4, which is no minor bill. Not-
for-profit organizations have asked us to change and amend many
points for the past 10 years because the current legislation no longer
meets their needs. It must be updated. Today's reality is not the same
as yesterday's.

My colleague is wondering if every point and type of organization
must have a concrete goal and definition, be it in terms of heritage,
sports or something else. These goals must be consolidated so that
we are not all over the map as we have been and as we continue to be
because the legislation has not been amended. I can assure my
colleague from Alfred-Pellan that we will study his point carefully
and specifically in committee.

© (1045)

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, I would first like to thank my colleague from the Bloc Québécois
for his speech about Bill C-4. I have a question to ask him about the
future of not-for-profit organizations. Clearly, in this economic crisis,
the voluntary sector must overcome many difficulties in order to
survive and grow.
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I would simply like to know if the bill would strengthen the
voluntary sector or if it would hold the sector back in terms of
reaching its important goals. This is very important, especially in the
current political climate. The voluntary sector has been dealt many
blows by the Conservative government. It is critical that we have
some ways of strengthening this sector.

Mr. Robert Vincent: Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon. colleague
from the NDP. She is quite right. This bill will help the voluntary
sector. Part of this bill provides greater protection for directors. In the
past, directors were not keen on the idea of being held liable for the
organization. New measures would make them a little less liable and
would help them defend themselves. These measures did not exist in
the past and, as a result, some volunteers did not want to take on the
role of director or chair of these organizations.

Furthermore, many members complained that they did not have
enough information. They did not know how the organization spent
its money. With this bill, people will know what organizations goals
are and how the money is being spent. The names of the people who
work for the organization will also be protected. They will not be
disclosed right and left. 1 believe that amending this bill will
encourage many more volunteers to become involved.

[English]

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to suggest also for the member from the NDP
that this bill will allow not-for-profit organizations to become more
transparent and more accountable. This will feed out to the people in
our communities who support non-profit organizations with their
donations and assistance and as such, this bill will allow Canadians
to have more confidence in non-profit organizations.

Does the member think that the increased accountability and
transparency would serve to make organizations stronger by building
more confidence in the people in our society who would support
them?

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Vincent: Mr. Speaker, my hon. colleague is quite
right, and that is what I was saying to my hon. colleague from the
NDP.

Strengthening the act in this way will give volunteers greater
confidence in the organization, because it will also tighten up the
rules and procedures.

People will not feel constrained by these organizations. Some
people said that not-for-profit organizations were not accountable to
their members. Now, because this act will ensure greater
transparency, once a month or on a quarterly basis, members will
be able to consult all the books, statements of accounts, expenses and
payrolls. This transparency will satisfy all volunteers. Volunteers will
therefore have greater confidence in these organizations.

©(1050)
[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, [ am
very pleased to speak to second reading of Bill C-4, which deals with
not-for-profit organizations. I would note first that the bill first

surfaced in the House in 2004 under the then Liberal government. It
was never dealt with and it came back as Bill C-262 in 2008 and here
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it is again. It has been about five years that the bill in various forms
has been before the House of Commons.

I want to begin by speaking about the not-for-profit sector. I am
very fortunate to represent a riding, Vancouver East, that has a whole
diversity of absolutely incredible and amazing not-for-profit
organizations, some of which would be under these federal
regulations. They perform the most valuable service not only in
our local community but nationally.

As we debate the bill we need to pay tribute and acknowledge the
incredible value that the not-for-profit sector provides in this country.
There has been a very long history in Canada of not-for-profit work.
Whether it is in housing, cooperatives, delivery of services,
volunteer work, or advocacy, there is a tremendous history in this
country of voluntary organizations where people give their all and
are literally on the front line delivering services and providing
information to the citizens of Canada in many diverse communities.

It is very important for parliamentarians to recognize that if we
ever put a price tag on the work that is being done in the voluntary
sector we would be talking about billions of dollars. Certainly if
these services and programs were being delivered directly by
government, we would be talking about billions of dollars. We
should recognize that the work that is done by not-for-profits in our
communities is something that we benefit from. It is part of a strong
civil society. It is part of a strong democratic society. Over the years
the biggest struggle and challenge that not-for-profits have had is the
struggle to stay in existence, not from a legal point of view, but from
a financial point of view. Government funding has been withdrawn
and we have seen government programs cut back, federally and
provincially, and sometimes even locally, although most often it has
been the local government that has had to pick up the slack.

The not-for-profit sector and our non-profit organizations have
had to rely more and more on voluntary contributions and donations.
They are always scrambling for money. The biggest issue facing the
voluntary sector is not 170 pages of Robert's Rules of Order and a
regime of putting everyone under one size fits all, it is the question
of stable long-term funding. Long gone are the days when non-profit
organizations could rely on core funding to continue with their core
operations and then expand to whatever programs they were doing.
Now every organization, I dare to say, spends probably one-quarter
or more of its time writing grant applications, chasing down every
small bit of money that they can in order to develop their programs.

In my riding of Vancouver East there are organizations that are
literally on the front line. They are literally dealing with life and
death situations. These organizations are democratic. They are
transparent. Everything that they do is out there for people to see and
to become involved in.



490

COMMONS DEBATES

February 6, 2009

Statements by Members

In looking at the bill, I have some very serious questions as to why
we are so focused on a regulatory regime for not-for-profits when we
are completely missing the point of what is the real crux of the issue
for non-profits in this country. The NDP, in going through this 170
page bill clause by clause and looking at the incredibly detailed
micromanagement requirements that are in there, these organizations
will now have to go through various hoops and there are processes
and regulations involving a lot of paperwork and reporting
requirements. It is absolutely incredible. It is 170 pages of things
they have to note and make sure are followed up.

© (1055)

I certainly have a concern that the bill in its current form will make
it very difficult to attract new directors and volunteers in the not-for-
profit sector. Anybody faced with this massive regulation would say,
“I came here to do good work. I came here to make a contribution to
my community. I came here to make good decisions. I came here to
help people,” and all of a sudden that person is faced with having to
deal with a massive bureaucratic regime, where one size fits all right
across the country.

We have to seriously question whether or not the bill, if it is
adopted in its current form, would have a counter-effect. Maybe it is
being put forward from the point of view of transparency and
accountability, but it may have the effect of turning people right off
and asking why on earth they would get involved in doing this work
when there are so many requirements and responsibilities.

I listened to the Conservative member say that the bill is about
being transparent and more accountable. That leads one to believe
that the status quo is not transparent and is not accountable. There
are non-profit organizations that run into trouble. Any group in
society from time to time may face difficulties. There are sometimes
instances where there are criminal activities taking place. There are
all kinds of legislation, measures and protections to deal with that,
but the sense that somehow not-for-profit organizations are not
transparent and accountable is a very false premise. I certainly want
to put that to rest.

Another concern that we have about the bill is that it does not
address the relationship between charity status, Revenue Canada and
the issue of advocacy. This has been a long-standing debate. There
are organizations that are very concerned about the severe limits that
are put on them to do advocacy work. Somehow advocacy has
become a negative word. It has become a negative component to the
work that is done. However, what I see in my community is that the
advocacy work, which does not mean that it is partisan, to uphold
people's rights, whether it is in legal aid, housing or groups that have
been very marginalized, is very important for the not-for-profit
sector. This issue has not been dealt with at all.

Mr. Speaker, I see that you are getting up to tell me that the time is
up and we are going to statements, so I will continue my remarks
after question period.

The Speaker: I want to thank the hon. member for Vancouver
East. There will be 12 minutes remaining in the time allotted for her
remarks when debate resumes on this matter. It is now time to
proceed with statements by members.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

IMMIGRATION

Ms. Dona Cadman (Surrey North, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the people of Surrey North for
their confidence and trust in electing me as their member of
Parliament.

Many people from around the world make the decision to
immigrate to Canada. Under the previous Liberal government, new
Canadians arrived in this country, only to be let down and made to
work in menial jobs that hardly fit their education and training. For
almost 13 years, the Liberal government sat back, watched and did
nothing as a backlog of over 850,000 immigration files built up.

Our government is dedicated to reducing this backlog by 25%
over the next four years. From the establishment of the foreign
credential office to the integration project, this government is
providing strong leadership and showing the world that Canada truly
is a mosaic of opportunities.

® (1100)

CHINESE NEW YEAR

Ms. Joyce Murray (Vancouver Quadra, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
[Member spoke in Chinese as follows:]

Kung hay fat choi, xin nian hua leu.

[English]

Happy Chinese new year.

I have the privilege of being elected twice in the riding of
Vancouver Quadra, where many constituents have roots in China,
Taiwan and Hong Kong. The greater Chinese community in Canada
has provided immeasurable enrichment to our country spiritually,
socially, culturally and financially.

Many values and interests are shared by Canada and China, so I
was pleased this week to be elected vice-chair of the Canada-China
Parliamentary Association to further those interests.

Last month I represented Canada at the Asia-Pacific Parliamentary
Forum in Vientiane, Laos, where I met with important Chinese
parliamentarians to discuss Canada-China relations, concerns and
co-operation.

On this important traditional Chinese holiday, bonne année a toute
la communauté canadienne. I wish all Canadians health, happiness
and prosperity in the year of the ox.
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[Translation]

BRIAN JEWITT

Mr. Richard Nadeau (Gatineau, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on January
24, the Outaouais suddenly lost a man who was very important to the
community, Brian Jewitt.

Brian never tired of defending the French language and Quebec
values, and he rarely missed Bloc Québécois or Parti Québécois
events.

Brian Jewitt was born in Winnipeg and was a sailor in the British
royal navy. The people of the Outaouais will never forget his
contribution to the commission on the future of Quebec. His
submission promoted the French language, which did not get the
respect it deserved in many Pontiac businesses.

I would like his family and his sovereignist friends to know that
we mourn with them. We have lost a great Quebecker, the greatest
anglophone admirer of francophone culture I have ever known.
Goodbye, Brian.

[English]
SHADOWS OF THE MIND FILM FESTIVAL

Mr. Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, today [
fly home to God's country for the opening of the 46th Bon Soo
Winter Carnival in Sault Ste. Marie. It is one of Canada's largest
winter carnivals, with entertainment, fireworks and Mr. Bon Soo.

When it ends, the Sault will proudly celebrate the 10th anniversary
of Shadows of the Mind Film Festival.

This remarkable festival shines a light on mental health,
addictions and other prevalent social topics. Ninety hard-working
committee members and volunteers make it happen, with 20 films,
workshops, an art show and a video competition. Close to 3,000
people will attend. It was Mike O'Shea's dream, and we thank him.

I salute Shadows of the Mind and its sponsors: Canadian Mental
Health Association, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health,
Algoma International Film Association, Algoma Public Health,
Sault Ste. Marie Focus Coalition, Queer North, Algoma Consumetr/
Survivor Network, Algoma Family Support Network, Community
Living Algoma, and the CTV network.

* % %

COLD LAKE AIR SHOW

Mr. Brian Storseth (Westlock—St. Paul, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
our country has a rich aviation history.

On February 23, 1909, the Silver Dart airplane made history
when, with John McCurdy at the controls, it became the first
controllable powered aircraft to fly in Canada. About two weeks
later, on March 10, 1909, McCurdy flew the aircraft on an
astounding 20-kilometre circular flight around Baddeck Bay.

The year 2009 represents 100 years of powered flight in Canada. |
am proud to support the Cold Lake Air Show 2009, a celebration of
centennial flight.

Statements by Members

4 Wing Cold Lake, in concert with the city of Cold Lake, the
municipal district of Bonnyville and Cold Lake First Nations, will
hold an air show to commemorate the importance of aviation in our
region.

From the first Canadian flight in February 1909 to logistical and
tactical training during World War II, the men and women of the
Canadian aviation sector continue to be a point of pride for our
nation.

I welcome everyone to join the people of the Lakeland area on
August 1 and August 2 in celebrating our aviation history on the
beautiful shores of Cold Lake.

E
[Translation]

WINTER CARNIVAL IN NORTH BAY
Mr. Anthony Rota (Nipissing—Timiskaming, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about the largest francophone festival
outside Quebec. I am referring to the Carnaval des Compagnons,
held every year in North Bay. This year's event, the 46th carnival,
will take place from February 6 to 15.

Since 1963, the Carnaval des Compagnons has brought together
the francophone community in my riding. This cultural and social
activity is a major event in the life of the community. For 10 days in
a row there are all sorts of shows, sporting events, plays, traditional
meals and a wide range of family activities.

For many, the centrepiece of the carnival is Bonhomme Carnaval,
the mascot of the event, whose identity is never revealed until the
last day.

The North Bay Carnaval des Compagnons is a magnificent
festival that celebrates francophone culture. I want to congratulate
this year's organizers and encourage all Canadians to put on their
toques and mittens and come enjoy the carnival.

%% %
®(1105)
[English]

JUNO AWARDS

Mrs. Shelly Glover (Saint Boniface, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise in the House today to congratulate two
musical groups from my riding of Saint Boniface that have been
announced as 2009 Juno Award nominees.

The two groups, Chic Gamine and The Duhks, have both been
nominated in the category of roots and traditional album of the year

group.
[Translation]

I am very proud to recognize the artistic talent coming out of the
francophone community in Saint Boniface.
[English]

These young talented artists are proof that Saint Boniface music is

reaching beyond the boundaries of other communities and into the
hearts of all Canadians.
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Chic Gamine has been nominated for their self-titled debut album
and includes members Andrina Turenne, Annick Brémeault, Alexa
Dirks, Ariane Jean and Alexandre Sacha Daoud.

The Duhks have been nominated for their album Fast Paced
World. The members of the group include Sarah Dugas, Christian
Dugas, Tania Elizabeth, Jordan McConnell and Leonard Podolak.

[Translation]

On behalf of everyone in Saint Boniface, I want to congratulate
these young artists on their hard word and dedication and on being
nominated for the Juno Awards, which will be presented in
Vancouver on March 29.

* % %

REGIONAL PATRIOTE OF 2008

Mr. Luc Desnoyers (Rivi¢re-des-Mille-iles, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
the Jean-Olivier-Chénier section of the Montreal Saint-Jean-Baptiste
society recently awarded the title of regional Patriote for 2008 at the
Saint-Eustache Maison du citoyen.

This title was awarded to Mr. Jules Théorét, a long-time activist,
who for many years was involved in a union defending the collective
rights of workers.

Mr. Théorét was obviously pleased to be receiving the honour of
regional Patriote for 2008 and he captivated the audience with a
passionate and forthright speech. He thanked those who toil for
social justice and respect for workers' rights.

At this gathering, Mr. Théorét expressed his hope “that all
Quebeckers will become Patriotes. In these times of economic and
political crisis, we must show solidarity.”

I would personally like to congratulate Mr. Théorét on receiving
this honour.

[English]
THE CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT

Mr. Kevin Sorenson (Crowfoot, CPC): Mr. Speaker, today we
celebrate an important milestone in this government's history.

It was three years ago today that the Conservative government and
our Prime Minister were sworn into office.

What a period of time it has been. In that short time we provided
tax relief for every Canadian, we strengthened our justice system's
ability to tackle crime, we brought in accountability measures to
clean up the mess left by the previous Liberal government and we
increased our presence on the world stage.

Our record is a strong one. When that record was put to the
Canadian people in the election last October, the Conservative
government received a renewed mandate to deal with the issues
facing Canadians.

Finally, we must not forget those who made this possible: the
Conservative Party volunteers, donors, members and voters who
worked so hard to make this a reality. To all those people across this

great country, I say thank you. Let us celebrate this remarkable
achievement.

* % %

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Hon. Irwin Cotler (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate and celebrate Black History Month in Canada, a time
when we recall the long march of African Canadians for freedom,
the struggle for human dignity and liberty, and the singular
contribution and legacy of African Canadians to the building of a
plural Canadian identity and a diverse Canadian mosaic.

Included in the thematic character of this Black History Month are
the historic and courageous contribution of the No. 2 Construction
Battalion of Canada in the building of roads, railways, bridges and
defences in the first great war in 1916; the important and
inspirational contribution of black athletes to the Canadian Olympic
and Paralympic Games; and the preservation of African Canadians'
enduring contribution through telling the black narrative in museums
of black history as part of intergenerational continuity.

In remembering and reaffirming the historic contribution of the
black Canadian community in the building of Canada and Canadian
identity, we affirm and celebrate the building of a plural Canadian
community and culture, one in which, in the words of Martin Luther
King, people will be not be judged by the colour of their skin but by
the content of their character.

®(1110)

WARREN KINSELLA

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Peterborough, CPC): Mr. Speaker, when
a man has only a hammer, everything he encounters begins to look
like a nail. The outbursts of top Liberal strategist Warren Kinsella are
well known.

In 2007, he suggested that a female member of the Ontario
legislature should be home “baking cookies” rather than attending a
political event. Last week he complained that he and friends went to
a popular Ottawa Chinese restaurant “if we didn't have a girlfriend
who could cook”. He then accused the Chinese-Canadians of serving
up barbecued cat.

Now Warren Kinsella has turned his belligerence against a popular
Canadian journalist and artist, Pierre Bourque. Mr. Kinsella called
him a dork for his artistic sensitivity.

Mr. Bourque received warmest thanks from the Prince of Wales
and the Duchess of Cornwall for an oil painting Mr. Bourque sent
them as a wedding gift. They did not think he was a dork for sharing
his talent, unlike Mr. Kinsella.

Warren Kinsella's recent comments have hammered women's
equality, racial tolerance and, most recently, artistic expression. It is
time for the Liberal leader to ask, once again, for his hand-picked
senior adviser to apologize to all Canadians.
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THE BUDGET

Mr. Bruce Hyer (Thunder Bay—Superior North, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have had the opportunity to analyze the finance minister's
budget. 1 was disappointed to see that it contains so little for the
communities of northwestern Ontario. I am equally saddened to see
that the Liberal leader has led the Liberal Party down the same bold
path trail-blazed by Mr. Dion.

He silently condemns the budget with one breath, and then he
rubber-stamps—

The Speaker: Order. The hon. member knows he cannot refer to
other hon. members by name. I would invite him to control his
comments in that respect.

Mr. Bruce Hyer: Mr. Speaker, I will watch that.

The Liberal-Conservative budget does not address the major
issues my constituents have brought up. In Thunder Bay—Superior
North people have called for a fairer employment insurance system,
real support for the forest industry and real money for local
infrastructure needs for our communities.

When will the Minister of Industry speak up for Canadian
industries and Canadian workers?

* % %

WOMEN OF ZIMBABWE ARISE ORGANIZATION

Mr. Scott Reid (Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and Addington,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, each year on Valentine's Day courageous
activists from the 35,000-member organization Women of Zim-
babwe Arise engage in peaceful protests that bring to light their
motto, “The power of love can conquer the love of power”.

Women of Zimbabwe Arise is one of the most remarkable
peaceful responses built across tribal and racial lines by Zimbabwean
citizens who are determined to be advocates for social goals such as
access to education, health care and food; to speak out, regardless of
the physical danger to themselves, against political oppression and in
favour of power-sharing; and, notwithstanding the endless provoca-
tions of a regime that has jailed and beaten elderly protesters and
pregnant protesters, to do all of this peacefully and with love, not
anger.

This Valentine's Day let each of us whose paths are so much
smoother than the one chosen by these brave Zimbabwean women
salute them for demonstrating to their government and to the world
that there is no power that can crush the power of love.

% % %
[Translation]

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY

Mr. Robert Vincent (Shefford, BQ): Mr. Speaker, some job
losses are more surprising than others and less publicized. This is the
case for the job cuts in the aerospace sector. First, it was Bell
Helicopter and now Bombardier Aerospace has announced the layoff
of 710 employees in the Montreal area alone. Another leader of the
Quebec economy has fallen prey to the economic crisis and the
failure of the Conservatives in Quebec to take remedial action.

Statements by Members

What was the response of the Minister of Industry this week when
questioned about this sector in particular? On February 3, he
announced that all was well with this industry in Quebec. On the eve
of the 710 layoffs, he confirmed that the sector was a global
competitor and that the Conservatives would continue to support it.
But what are they really doing?

The Bloc Québécois fears that the Conservatives will offer the
aerospace industry the same support the forestry and manufacturing
sectors received in the recent budget—a mere pittance.

* % %

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Mr. Pablo Rodriguez (Honoré-Mercier, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled unanimously on yet
another case involving official languages. In the ruling, the court
indicated that “the Official Languages Act states that not only must
federal services be provided in English and French, but that these
services must be of equal quality”.

This ruling will have an enormous impact across the country. The
Supreme Court has made it clear that, from now on, when the federal
government provides a service—any program, any department—it
will have to take the particular needs of the linguistic minority into
account.

The important thing here is that the justice quoted part VII of the
Official Languages Act, which is now binding. The ruling would not
have been possible before Bill S-3 was passed. That happened under
a Liberal government. I would therefore like to salute the courage,
vision and dedication of former senator Jean-Robert Gauthier, and
the force and determination of the minister responsible for official
languages at the time, the current member for Ottawa—Vanier, who
worked so hard to make the bill a reality.

E
o (1115)

LEADER OF THE BLOC QUEBECOIS

Mr. Daniel Petit (Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the leader of the Bloc Québécois has once again shown
us how intolerant he can be and how much he dislikes people who
dare to have an opinion that differs from his own.

Today, the leader of the Bloc Québécois is once again going after
President Sarkozy, simply for expressing an opinion that is shared by
others.

Mr. Sarkozy is asking a good question: Does the world, in the
midst of this unprecedented crisis it is facing, need division? Who
would say yes to that?

The leader of the Bloc Québécois would rather divide Quebeckers
with his sectarian ideology. The leader of the Bloc has thus shown
that he has no respect for people who do not share his point of view
or for our European allies who do not think the way he does.
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[English]

THE ECONOMY

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, in January, 129,000 jobs were lost across the country, the
largest monthly decline in recorded history, a number three times
worse than forecast, and this was after the Prime Minister assured us
mere months ago that if Canada were facing a recession we would
already have had it.

Will the government admit that it not only did not see this coming
but it has absolutely no idea where it is going?

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we absolutely know where we are
going and we would implore all hon. members in the House to work
with us.

As early as interviews at the end of 2007, the Prime Minister was
clear with Canadians that we were going to be facing some difficult
economic times.

We implore all hon. members in the House to stop complaining
about getting the job done and actually help us get it done.

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Yes, Mr.
Speaker, and a few days before he said “tough economic times”, he
said that the land was strong. What does he know?

[Translation]

In January alone, 129,000 jobs were lost, a number three times
higher than was predicted, an all-time record. The Conservatives are
underestimating the problems and overestimating the strength of
their solutions.

Have the Conservatives finally realized that their incompetence
has real consequences for Canadians?
[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, speaking about consequences, if we
do not get the budget implementation bill, which will be tabled here
today, through the House, the consequences will impact Canadians.

We are all very concerned and troubled when any Canadian loses
a job. We have a chance to move this economic action plan forward
and I would encourage all hon. members to help us expedite that.

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, we could have been debating it by now if the government
had its ways and means motion right the first time.

The budget claims that it will save or create 190,000 jobs for
Canadians, but over the past three months the Conservatives have
already been spectators to 234,000 Canadian jobs lost. Clearly, by
their own arithmetic, the budget is a failure.

How can the minister explain to Canadians that the budget will
save fewer jobs than the country has already lost in three short
months?

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the former economist seems to like to
dabble in academic debate while people are losing their jobs.

It is incredibly important that we get this passed. I would like to
suggest that the member for Markham—Unionville consult with
some of his constituents.

I will quote the mayor of Markham who said, “I want to applaud
this government...for making the budget so comprehensive when it
comes to job creation”. I applaud that sort of recognition. He went on
to say, “I think it's great news for Markham and all municipalities”.

®(1120)

[Translation]

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—Ville-Marie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this morning's statistics on the number of jobs lost take
one's breath away. It is unprecedented in Canadian history. For
months, the Conservatives have responded to our concerns by saying
that everything was going very well and that we did not need to

WorTy.

Will they now admit that their refusal to see this has kept them
from taking the measures needed to mitigate this disaster?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, no one can express how troubling it is
when one Canadian loses a job. We talk about numbers. What is
important here is the fact that any Canadian has lost his or her job.

We have a challenge in front of us and we have a plan to meet that
challenge.

An. hon. member: It is serious.

Mr. Menzies: Yes, it is a serious problem so let us be serious
about it. Let us work together to ensure we put this plan in place as
fast as we can.

I would encourage all hon. members to quit bickering and get on
with what matters to Canadians.

[Translation]

Mr. Marc Garneau (Westmount—Ville-Marie, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the Conservatives inherited a healthy economy and
balanced budgets. In the month of January alone, 26,000 jobs were
lost, just in Quebec and the unemployment rate has risen to 7.2%. In
Quebec, residential foreclosures were at a four-year high in January
and hundreds of families have found themselves on the street.

Have the Conservatives woken up? Do they now understand how
serious this crisis is?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if the hon. member had been listening,
he would know that I was reflecting on the fact that the Prime
Minister recognized this early on, as did the finance minister in the
fall 2007 economic statement.
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We put in tax cuts. We put in measures to ensure jobs were
continuing to be created. Our economic action plan, which will be
tabled in this House today, provides more measures to ensure we
maintain the jobs that we have and that we slow down the loss of
jobs. However, if we cannot get that through this House, we cannot
provide any help to Canadians.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, we learned this
morning from Statistics Canada that the manufacturing sector lost
over 100,000 jobs in January, nearly a third of them in Quebec. That
is the largest monthly loss ever since comparable data have been
available.

Given that the Parliamentary Budget Officer, Kevin Page, does
not believe that the Conservative plan will produce the desired
results in terms of employment, will the Prime Minister admit that
his budget is off the mark and that it puts the manufacturing and
forestry sectors at a disadvantage?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again we are getting into an
academic debate of whose numbers are right. If we look at the
private sector forecasts that have been put forward in the last six
months, there is not a lot of credibility in those numbers.

The numbers are changing by the day but the important thing to
remember is that Canadians are in difficult times, through no fault of
their own. This is a global recession. We are treating all provinces
the same and all industries the same. We are trying to provide a plan
that will help those industries. I would ask all members to please
help us get that through.

[Translation]

Mr. Pierre Paquette (Joliette, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is quite
interesting to see the parliamentary secretary question the numbers
issued by Statistics Canada, a federal agency with an international
reputation.

Tembec and Domtar have recently announced layoffs. So have
Bombardier and Bell Helicopter. Yet the government offers mere
crumbs to the manufacturing and aerospace sectors. The Minister of
Finance is only just beginning to peep out from under his blindfold
and is now talking about perhaps adding further support measures.

Will the Prime Minister correct the situation and announce a real
support plan, as the Bloc Québécois has been calling for for several
months?

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I assume the stimulus package that the
hon. member is talking about is the one he voted against. That is an
incredible statement for someone to make who did not even read the
budget, who did not even address that and who actually is not part of
bringing the stimulus package forward.

I am not suggesting that Statistic Canada's numbers are wrong. I
am just suggesting that we need 308 people to actually help
Canadians by voting for this implementation.

Oral Questions
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[Translation]

Mrs. Josée Beaudin (Saint-Lambert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, more
than 200,000 jobs have been lost in Canada since October, and the
Parliamentary Budget Officer and Mouvement Desjardins both
predict huge increases in the number of unemployed. Unfortunately,
if nothing is done, only one unemployed person in two will qualify
for benefits, even if they are extended for five weeks.

Does the Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development
understand that because of the difficult economic situation,
employment insurance must be improved, with the top priority
being better access to benefits?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is sad when even one person
loses his or her job. That is why we created our economic action plan
to help everyone who has unfortunately been laid off. That is why
we are asking for the support of all our partners in this House to
move our plan forward, to protect jobs, to create new jobs and to
keep Canada's economy moving.

Mrs. Josée Beaudin (Saint-Lambert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, among
the thousands of unemployed are workers aged 55 and over who
cannot be retrained. The minister has to stop denying this and
making the mistake of proposing retraining measures instead of an
income support program for older workers.

Will the minister give up on her ideological stubbornness and
introduce an older worker support program? Time is of the essence.

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member is wrong. In fact, a
few years ago, we launched an initiative targeting older workers. We
had success with this program, which is why we have expanded it.
The program helps workers learn new skills so that they can continue
working. The opposition wants to put these people out to pasture; we
have confidence in older workers.

[English]

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, with
the figures released today, over a quarter of a million Canadians have
been thrown out of work in the last 90 days. In January alone, the
increase was three times what was forecasted, leaving 129,000
workers scrambling. This is only the beginning.

Canadians are not looking for whom to blame, they just want to
know they are going to get the help they need to weather this
economic storm. The parliamentary secretary says that we should get
serious. Okay, let us do that.

Will the government finally acknowledge the urgent need to
eliminate the two-week waiting period and increase accessibility to
EI right now for those in need?
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Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the hon. member says that she
wants to create jobs and that is what we want to do for those who are
unfortunate enough to lose theirs. That is why, in our economic
action plan, we are expanding work-sharing. That is why we are
making unprecedented investments in retraining those who have lost
their jobs, so they can participate in the jobs of tomorrow.

The hon. member wants to make it easier for people to not take
advantage of those opportunities in the future. She is also blocking it
by not supporting our budget implementation act, which will be
tabled today. I encourage her to change her position.

* % %

INFRASTRUCTURE

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
recession is looking a lot worse than anyone forecasted. There are
now 1.3 million Canadians looking for work, yet the government's
plan is clearly too little, too late and its infrastructure rules are too
stringent to lead the economic recovery that Canadians need.

We do not need to wait to see if things will get worse. They are
worse right now.

Will the government increase its stimulus package and remove
the matching infrastructure rules that are slowing down the country's
economic recovery?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we have come forward with a
series of new programs and initiatives designed to put a shot in the
arm of the Canadian economy in every region of the country. We
have indicated to our provincial and territorial partners that we are
prepared to accelerate the existing building Canada programs so
more money can get into the hands of workers right across the
country.

Step by step, we feel that infrastructure can be a very important
place to help provide economic growth. We are particularly looking
at a number of projects in her home community of Vancouver, where
we were very concerned with the unemployment rates that came out
today.

® (1130)
[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Peter Julian (Burnaby—New Westminster, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, a quarter of a million people have lost their jobs in three
months. In January alone, 129,000 Canadians, 30,000 of them in
Quebec, three times more than expected, lost their jobs. Unemploy-
ment is skyrocketing: it is at 7% in Trois-Riviéres, 8% in Montreal,
8.5% in the Saguenay, and 11% in Windsor. Employment insurance
eligibility criteria are appalling; half of these people are excluded.

When can we expect changes that will help these people? They
need help now.
[English]

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is very important that we

recognize how sobering the job loss numbers are this month.
Unfortunately, we expect to see more of that over 2009. That is why
we, as a House of Commons, have to take action now to ensure our
economic action plan moves forward quickly to help these people by
providing them with EI assistance and extra opportunities for
training for the jobs of the future.

We consulted Canadians across the country. They told us they
wanted more benefits. We are giving them five weeks more at the
end. I urge the—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Mississauga—Streetsville.

THE ECONOMY

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, today's job loss numbers in Ontario alone are staggering,
71,000 jobs are gone. While it focused on photo ops, the government
failed to deliver billions in infrastructure and investments that could
have saved them.

The Prime Minister claims he acted a year ago, yet we have
negative productivity growth for the last 18 months.

Why did the Prime Minister fail to read the writing on the wall?
Why did he fail to act for so long?

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again I would implore the House
to recognize the fact that we have a plan in place. Part of it is
delivering infrastructure. Part of it is extending EI. Part of it is
providing tax cuts to businesses so they can continue to employ
people.

However, we cannot get any of that accomplished if the
opposition continues to hold up the legislation. The Liberals are
supporting us on this. We encourage members to help get this
through the House. We are planning on having extended hours at our
committee meetings when we get it there. It is imperative we get it
there.

Mrs. Bonnie Crombie (Mississauga—Streetsville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the government had to be dragged kicking and screaming to
even acknowledge that Ontario's auto, forestry and manufacturing
sectors were getting pushed to the brink.

Instead of taking action, the Minister of Finance encouraged
people not to invest in Ontario, and the Minister of Industry and the
Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities took his
advice.

As a result, with 40% of the population, Ontario was hit with 55%
of the job losses last month. That is 71,000 Ontarians. Why?
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Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are obviously tremendously
concerned with the economic numbers coming out of the province of
Ontario. The good news is we are working co-operatively with the
provincial government on a series of initiatives to ensure that we
provide needed shot in the arm to the Ontario economy.

I can indicate for the member from the greater Toronto area that
we will be breaking ground in short order on the Spadina subway
extension. That will put a lot of Canadians and Ontarians to work.

We also have a lot of initiatives with respect to transportation in
the GTA, including a major retrofit and redesign of Union Station,
which will be another example of the Government of Ontario and the
city of Toronto working co-operatively to get the people of the
greater Toronto region to work.

* % %

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister keeps saying that Canada is not the U.S. Our economic
situation is different. In fact, the Prime Minister is absolutely right
because in—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order, please. The hon. member for Kings—Hants
has the floor.

Hon. Scott Brison: And he may want to wait, Mr. Speaker. The
Prime Minister is only right because our January job loss rate was
twice as bad as that of the United States.

Will the Conservatives finally do something to help the
unemployed by reducing the two week waiting for EI, speeding up
the processing of EI and fixing the eligibility rules for the 71,000
Ontarians who have lost their jobs? Why should they not qualify for
the EI benefits that they desperately need right now?
® (1135)

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, prior to tabling our economic
action plan, we did consultations across Canada, an unprecedented
number of consultations with ordinary Canadians, with industry and
with a wide range of stakeholders, including our provincial and
territorial counterparts. They asked us for improvements, and we are
offering them. We are expanding training so people will be prepared
for the jobs of the future. They asked for five weeks. They asked for
more benefits. We are offering five weeks. The opposition members
have asked for two. Why can they not take yes for an answer?

* % %

THE ECONOMY

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservatives' failure to negotiate ITAR exemptions from the U.S.
government is killing Canadian defence and aerospace jobs. Their
failure to advance the smart border initiative is killing Canadian
manufacturing jobs. Their failure to be at the negotiating table is
killing Canadian auto sector jobs.

Will the Conservatives finally admit that their failure to stand up
for Canada is costing Canadians their jobs in record numbers? In

Oral Questions

fact, the job rate loss in Canada in January is worse than that of the
U.S.

Mr. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this week we had a vote on the
government's economic action plan. The opposition leader allowed
his party, in an unheard of measure, to have a free vote. Over 90% of
Liberal members voted in favour of the government plan.

We would encourage the Liberal members to support us as we try
to implement this plan quickly.

[Translation]

CULTURE

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, Quebec's minister of culture, Christine St-Pierre, is
asking for new programs to help artists tour abroad. According to the
minister, the measures announced in the budget “do not compensate
for the reduction in international exposure”.

Will the Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages
listen to the minister's argument that we have to help our artists tour
abroad because they are our best ambassadors?

[English]

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are very
proud that our government is the most supportive government of arts
and culture in Canada's history. We have talked a lot about our
economic action plan this morning during question period. I would
like to outline a little of what the economic action plan includes for
artists. More than $276 million in new money in support of arts and
culture, which is unheard of in Canada. A grand total of almost $530
million of funding are committed in this budget to the arts. It is great
news. I cannot understand why the Bloc does not support it.

[Translation]

Mrs. Claude DeBellefeuille (Beauharnois—Salaberry, BQ):
Mr. Speaker, according to Minister St-Pierre, an agreement allowing
Quebec to decide where and how money for culture should be
invested is totally doable. “It worked for health and immigration,”
she added. The Government of Quebec submitted an official request
for talks on this subject last April. The federal government never
acknowledged the letter.

My question is simple. Will the minister give Quebec the cultural
sovereignty it wants, that is, all of the powers and moneys associated
with culture?
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Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the [English]

Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I can assume
by the question that the Bloc is only looking to deflect from what is
really a great story. Frankly, what we should be focusing on are the
outstanding investments that the government is making, under the
economic action plan, into the arts and culture community for
Canada. Like everything else, like EI, like the investments into
infrastructure that the government will make, the Bloc will vote
against these outstanding investments in arts and culture. I cannot
understand it.

E
[Translation]

NATIONAL BATTLEFIELDS COMMISSION

Mr. Jean Dorion (Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we now know that the re-enactment of the battle of the
Plains of Abraham is a propaganda project cooked up under the
sponsorship program. From 1998 onwards, the strategic plan of the
National Battlefields Commission was to counter the governing PQ
and to sell Canadian unity. this plan was written up by none other
than Gosselin Communications, a key player in the sponsorship
scandal.

Does the government recognize that by refusing to denounce the
approach taken by the National Battlefields Commission, it is
accepting ownership of the propaganda brought to light by the
Gomery Commission?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I find it very ironic that he is now attacking the
sponsorship party because, a month ago, the Bloc Québécois wanted
to form a coalition with this very party.

With regard to this Quebec City event, it is a historical and not a
political event. The honourable member does not have to attend if he
does not wish to do so.

Mr. Jean Dorion (Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, he is not answering the question.

Knowing that this strategic plan was requested by the Canada
Information Office, the federal government's propaganda machine
overseen by Alfonso Gagliano, how can they continue to say that
there is nothing there and that the re-enactment is not partisan and
not politically motivated?

Mr. Pierre Poilievre (Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime
Minister and to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, given that it was the Bloc
Québécois who wished to enter into a coalition with the sponsorship
party, it should be explaining why it did that.

Our government is doing a good job of public administration.
With regard to this event, it is a historical and not a political event.

EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Rodger Cuzner (Cape Breton—Canso, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
the inactions of the Conservatives are obvious today with the record
job loss figures, and those who have lost their jobs are being ignored.

A constituent of mine, Norma Peck, lost her job December 9 and
filed for benefits that same week. It is now nine weeks later and
Norma and her two daughters have received no help from the
Conservatives.

With today's news of the record job losses, does the minister
understand the degree of urgency that is out there? I ask the minister
to please help these people.

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we want to ensure that people
who are unfortunate enough to lose their jobs get the benefits they
need and deserve just as quickly as possible. That is why we have
taken, and are continuing to take, significant efforts to do that. We
have people working overtime. We have extended our call centre
hours. We are working with companies to help them process their
claims faster. We want to ensure that these people get the benefits
they deserve as quickly as possible.

Mr. Rodger Cuzner (Cape Breton—Canso, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
with all due respect, regurgitating talking points is offering no help
to these people.

Norma Peck phoned the call centre during all of January with a
great deal of frequency. I guess a mother with no income who is
trying to feed her two daughters would do that. Service Canada
employees are trying their best to accommodate these people but
there are not enough resources in the system.

The minister has to understand the problem and the hardship out
there. When is she going to wake up, take some action, and show
these people that she gives a damn?

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order. The chief opposition whip I think would not
want to use intemperate language in the House, and the next time he
asks his question he will want to refrain from such an example.

The hon. Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development.

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we care very much about these
people. That is why we are adding additional resources. We are
tracking how we are performing on this on a monthly basis. In fact,
we are actually tracking it weekly.

I invite the hon. member, with his very serious case, to approach
me after question period so that we can deal with that specific case in
as prompt a manner as possible to make sure that we are taking care
of his constituent.



February 6, 2009

COMMONS DEBATES

499

[Translation]

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
minister can talk about adding resources, but in January, 26,000
workers in Quebec joined the long lineups at employment insurance
offices. The Conservatives are simply not prepared to address the
situation. Everyone who calls to make employment insurance claims
tells the same story: the phone lines are busy and there is a 40-day
waiting period for processing.

How can a family whose livelihood has just disappeared make
ends meet when it has no income for over a month?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I just said, we want to help
these people as soon as possible. That is why we have added human
resources, we have extended our hours for people and we have
improved our computer system, all in order to provide service and
distribute money as quickly as possible. Other resources in our
economic plan will be introduced today. I urge the other members to
support it so we may increase our efforts and our resources.

® (1145)

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, that
is not enough. The minister was so insensitive that she said she did
not want the employment insurance system to become “too
lucrative” because she wants to encourage people to go back to
work. How would she feel if her income were taken away for 40
days? Would she find that situation lucrative?

Will the hundreds of families whose homes were seized in
January, these Quebec families, benefit from an employment
insurance system that is too lucrative? I would like to hear what
the minister has to say.

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, what we want to do is prepare
the people who have been laid off for the jobs of the future. That is
why we will make unprecedented investments in training these
people, even those who have been out of work for several years. We
therefore need the support of our partners here in the House of
Commons to launch these new programs aimed at helping these
people get back to work.

[English]

Mr. Ed Holder (London West, CPC): Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
one of my constituents, Christina, wrote to me because her husband
has just been laid off. We know that those who are unemployed are
losing faith. Unemployed Canadians are worried about their ability
to put food on their tables, to keep their homes and provide for their
families.

Would the Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development
inform Canadians and assure families like Christina's, who are
experiencing unemployment, what our government is doing on
behalf of them in these very difficult times?

Hon. Diane Finley (Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we do understand the hardships
that people who are being laid off are facing. That is why we are
proposing, in our economic action plan, to help over 400,000 people
benefit from an additional five weeks of EI benefits. It will help
160,000 people, including long tenured and older workers, to get
trained up so that they can continue to work, to provide food for their

Oral Questions

families. That is why we will be creating tens of thousands of jobs
while we are renovating and building social housing for the most
vulnerable.

AFGHANISTAN

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): Mr. Speaker, according
to recent reports commanders on the ground refused a NATO order
to target drug traffickers in Afghanistan because they were
concerned about violating international law. This NATO order is
actually in violation of the spirit of the motion on Afghanistan that
Parliament passed.

Does the government believe that such military action will resolve
the drug problem in Afghanistan and does the government support
NATO orders that potentially put our soldiers at risk of violating
international law?

Mr. Laurie Hawn (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, alliance members, including
Canada, decided at the NATO defence minister's meeting in
Budapest that ISAF may carry out direct operations against the
narcotics industry which could include destruction of narcotics
production facilities and the apprehension of drug traffickers
supporting the insurgency.

Canada welcomes NATO's decision on countering narcotics. That
being said, countering narcotics has not been identified as one of
Canada's priorities in Afghanistan. However, let us be clear. There is
a direct connection between the illicit drug trade and insurgent
activity. That insurgent activity kills and wounds Canadian soldiers
and Afghan civilians.

All Canadian Forces operations are carried out in accordance with
our legal international obligations.

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP): I am not sure we got
much clarity on that issue, Mr. Speaker. We will need a little bit more
because this is a very serious issue. On a related issue, Canadians are
extremely concerned about accusations that one of our agents may
have been involved in torture and interrogation.

Could the government confirm whether or not Sarah, the
Canadian, is in fact a Canadian? Could the government confirm
whether or not she was acting with the authority of the Canadian
government and what actions has the government taken to ensure
that Canada's reputation has not been damaged?

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I want to assure my colleagues in the House that my
department has no knowledge with respect to these allegations. The
Government of Canada has in the past objected strongly in instances
where foreign agents claimed alleged links to Canada.
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[Translation]

TAXATION

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance maintains that the
Income Tax Act, which allows double deductions, is a good deal for
Canadian businesses because it allows them to remain competitive
internationally. The United States, France and the United Kingdom
prohibit double deductions for a single loan.

How can the parliamentary secretary justify this?
® (1150)

[English]

Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I said in the House, I believe it was
just yesterday, there was an appointed expert panel of independent
experts that provided an opportunity for every Canadian, including
members of the Bloc Québécois to put forward their suggestions to
this panel. They heard nothing from them other than the heckling
that we hear in the House today, which is a little late because the
expert panel made recommendations. We are moving forward on
those recommendations. It is an opportunity for us to allow our
Canadian companies to compete internationally.

[Translation]

Mr. Robert Carrier (Alfred-Pellan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the
parliamentary secretary said that the government made this decision
based on recommendations from its fake advisory group.

But, can the parliamentary secretary deny that most of the
stakeholders who were consulted by this fake group are the same
ones who benefit from this double deduction, notably banks and oil
companies?

[English]
Mr. Ted Menzies (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, that is an incredible accusation for any
member of the House to make.

These were respected experts in their field, businessmen, and he
calls them fake. I am sure they are all duly offended by that
reprehensible comment. I would suggest that the member retract that
statement. We respect Canadians. We respect their advice. Most of
all, we respect people who stand up when they have an opportunity
to speak, instead of howling in the background after the decisions are
taken.

* % %

INFRASTRUCTURE

Hon. Navdeep Bains (Mississauga—Brampton South, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canadians expect the government to act in a fair,
accountable and transparent manner, especially when it is facing the
biggest job losses in recorded history. However, it seems that 78% of
all the infrastructure projects in the building Canada fund have been
allocated to Conservative ridings. This is despite the fact that
Conservatives only represent 46% of the seats in the House of
Commons.

How can the government act so irresponsibly? Is it only
Conservative roads that need to be fixed?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Liberal Party put
out a list of projects. It said that grants were given to Conservative
ridings. One grant that it talked about was in Kenora. The
announcement was made on July 24. At that time it was a Liberal
riding. When the people of Canada were consulted, they changed
their minds.

We made an announcement on February 22 last year with the
Premier of New Brunswick to support a new conference centre in
downtown Fredericton. That constituency was a Liberal constituency
at the time, but it is listed as a Conservative one. Of course, it is now
represented by a good member from the Conservative Party.

Saint John, New Brunswick, again with the—

Some hon. members: More, more!

The Speaker: Order. We may get more in the answer to the
supplementary question.

We will move on to the hon. member for Mississauga—Brampton
South.

Hon. Navdeep Bains (Mississauga—Brampton South, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the minister thinks he is being funny, but the 234,000
Canadians who lost their jobs are not laughing. Canadians have seen
that they cannot trust the Conservative government.

In my own riding of Mississauga—Brampton South, the
Conservatives have announced and re-announced the same transit
funding again and again.

Why does the minority government insist on showering its own
supporters with taxpayers' dollars while the majority of Canadians
are left out in the cold?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, | will say the last one over again.
There is a picture here with the Minister of Veterans Affairs and the
Liberal Premier of New Brunswick announcing $26 million for Saint
John. At the time, it was represented by a Liberal. After the people of
Canada were consulted, the people of Saint John changed their
minds and elected a good Conservative member.

The Liberals can spread the half-truths, lies and innuendo. We do
not believe it and Canadians will not be fooled.

STEEL INDUSTRY

Mr. Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, Sault
Ste. Marie steelworkers are among the best in the world. Our high
quality steel products compete with pride internationally. However,
we are experiencing layoffs and temporary shutdowns. We need to
ensure access to markets, strong domestic demand, and we need to
stand up to the unfair and illegal dumping of cheap low quality steel
from countries like China.
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Why is the government not in Washington standing shoulder-to-
shoulder with the steelworkers union, with Leo Gerard and Ken
Neumann, in defence of the North American steel industry?

® (1155)

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, certainly, Canada has
been standing up for the steel industry. We are constantly in
negotiations with our trading partners around the world to ensure
that fair trade practice and free trade practice is taking place. It is
hard to answer the question over the chatter. The reality is that the
Canadian government will always stand up for Canadian industry.

Mr. Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
chatter is coming from his own members.

Within NAFTA and the WTO, Canada is permitted a buy
Canadian strategy. Not only is it legal, domestic procurement
strategies are in place with our NAFTA partners, the U.S. and
Mexico. Only Canada seems to be satisfied to not ensure that a
portion of tax dollars stay in Canada to boost domestic demand. It is
not protectionism, it is common sense.

When will the government recognize that balance is needed to
ensure the longstanding viability of our steel industry and kickstart a
buy Canadian strategy?

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there is balance in the
marketplace now. The hon. member would like to say, and mislead
the House, that the Canadian government is not standing up for
Canadian steelworkers. That is absolutely false. There are currently
more than 20 anti-dumping and countervailing duty measures in
place against imports from China. Several of those measures are
against Chinese steel.

INFRASTRUCTURE

Mr. Harold Albrecht (Kitchener—Conestoga, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the member for Parkdale—High Park identified
a list of projects from the building Canada fund and claimed that an
inordinate number of them were in Conservative ridings.

Could the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities
please inform the House of the significant commitments our
government has made in infrastructure from coast to coast to coast?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, one of the Liberal members
opposite was spreading some half-truths yesterday. He produced a
list of 27 projects totalling about $1 billion. One single project he left
out, which was for $662 million, goes through the ridings of
Vaughan and York West. This clearly demonstrates that Liberals are
not being upfront and honest with Canadians.

We are moving forward with an aggressive plan to create jobs,
hope and opportunity. That project, the Spadina subway extension,
will be ready to break ground in the coming weeks. It will put
thousands of Canadians to work. We are excited about that.

Oral Questions

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, from the
Democratic Republic of the Congo to the ravages of Zimbabwe to
the present crisis in Sri Lanka, the Conservatives have failed to show
any leadership.

The conflict in DRC has killed over 45,000 Congolese each
month, with thousands of women being raped, but still the Canadian
government is all too silent. We cannot allow ourselves to stand idly
by and watch more innocent victims suffer.

I ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs, where is our moral
leadership? Where is the once strong and proud Canadian voice
which used to champion human rights and decry these kinds of
atrocities?

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, the issues of human rights, rule of law, democracy and
freedom have never been stronger with this government in its
representations.

Let me just recall what happened this week when we had a debate
on the Sri Lanka issue. In the papers today and on the news the
Liberals are being accused of political pandering. I would expect a
higher standard from that party in front of us.

* % %
[Translation]

375TH ANNIVERSARY OF TROIS-RIVIERES

Ms. Paule Brunelle (Trois-Riviéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, during
the adjournment debate last night, the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage stated that his government is helping
finance the 375th anniversary of Trois-Riviéres. That is untrue. The
organizing committee has received nothing from the Department of
Canadian Heritage to date. This statement from the parliamentary
secretary demonstrates his lack of understanding of this file.

If the money has already been sent, as he claims, can the minister
explain why his government promised, throughout the election
campaign, to put $2 million into the 375th anniversary fund?

® (1200)
[English]

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Canadian Heritage, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if there is a
misunderstanding on this file, it is certainly not within the
government.

The 375th anniversary of Trois-Riviéres is a great event. It is an
event which all Canadians will celebrate. Our government has
committed up to $2 million toward this anniversary. It is a great
investment. It is a great celebration. We are proud to partner with
Trois-Rivieres. Bonne féte!
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Ms. Irene Mathyssen (London—Fanshawe, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, Ontario has been especially hard hit with over 71,000 job losses
last month alone. The majority were family-supporting jobs in the
manufacturing sector.

The unemployment rate is up across southern Ontario: London,
7.8%; Hamilton and Oshawa, 8%; Kitchener, 8.4%; St. Catharines,
8.8%; and Windsor, 10.9%.

Will the government take the shackles off the stimulus plan and
funnel infrastructure money into municipalities for the people who
need it?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and
Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are working cooperatively
with the Government of Ontario. A series of announcements will be
coming in short order.

We are committed to providing a much needed shot in the arm to
the southern Ontario economy. That is not enough for the people
who live in that part of the country. That is why recently, the Prime
Minister, with the help of the Minister of Finance, announced a new
southern Ontario economic development agency. My premier has
been fighting for something like this for many years. Finally my
premier, Dalton McGuinty, has some support in Ottawa.

* % %

THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Stephen Woodworth (Kitchener Centre, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, can the Minister of the Environment please explain to the
House today how our investments toward fighting climate change
are moving us forward to a cleaner environment?

Hon. Jim Prentice (Minister of the Environment, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to welcome the hon. member for Kitchener
Centre to the House environment committee and thank him for his
excellent work.

Our investments in clean technology, particularly in areas such as
carbon capture and storage, allow Canada to lead the world in
transformative technologies. The partnering that we have achieved
with the provinces through initiatives such as the ecotrust has
allowed the provinces, within their own jurisdictions, to pursue the
reduction of greenhouse gases.

It is crucial in our collective fight as a federation that we work
together to reduce greenhouse gases and clean up our environment.

* % %

POINTS OF ORDER
ORAL QUESTIONS

Hon. Maria Minna (Beaches—East York, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
think that the government is misleading the House. During oral
questions government ministers continually referred to a bill that the
opposition is not supporting and the bill has not even been tabled in
the House. That is totally unacceptable and it is misleading this
House.

The Speaker: I think the first comment about it was that the bill
was about to be introduced or something, but I agree, the wording
about tabling, I do not know how bills get tabled, they usually get

introduced, so in my view, the use of the word is inappropriate.
However, that seemed to be used on every which side. In any event,
we will see what happens during routine proceedings. I am sure the
hon. member for Beaches—East York will be watching routine
proceedings with great interest.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN CANADA AND ITALY

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I would like to table several documents.

[English]

Pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure to table, in
both official languages, a treaty entitled “Treaty between the
Government of Canada and the Government of the Italian Republic
concerning Extradition”. An explanatory memorandum is included
with the treaty.

NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure to
table, in both official languages, a treaty entitled “Exchange of
Letters constituting an Agreement between the Government of
Canada and the Government of the United States of America
amending Appendix 6 of Annex 300-B, Textiles and Apparel Goods,
of the North American Free Trade Agreement between the
Government of Canada, the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the United Mexican States”. As
well, an explanatory memorandum is included with the treaty.

CANADA-POLAND SOCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENT

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure to
table, in both official languages, an agreement on social security
between Canada and the Republic of Poland. An explanatory
memorandum is included with the treaty.
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[Translation]

CANADA-BRAZIL FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT FOR
COOPERATION ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND
INNOVATION

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, with leave of the House, and pursuant to Standing
Order 32(2) , I would like to table, in both official languages, the
Framework Agreement between the Government of Canada and the
Government of the Federative Republic of Brazil for Cooperation on
Science, Technology and Innovation. An explanatory memorandum
is included with the treaty.

E
[English]

CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS CONVENTION

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure to
table, in both official languages, a treaty entitled “Protocol on
Explosive Remnants of War to the Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may
be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate
Effects, Protocol V”. An explanatory memorandum is included in
the treaty.

[Translation]

CANADA-UNITED STATES AGREEMENT ON THE
GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TRADE IN SERVICES

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, with leave of the House, and pursuant to Standing
Order 32(2), I would like to table, in both official languages, a treaty
entitled “Joint Letter from the United States of America and Canada,
pursuant to paragraph 5 of the Procedures for the implementation of
Article XXI of the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)”
relating to the modifications proposed to the GATS Schedule
(GATS/SC/90) of the United States of America to withdraw its
commitment on gambling and betting services. An explanatory
memorandum is included with the treaty.

* % %

CANADA-RUSSIA NUCLEAR ENERGY COOPERATION
AGREEMENT

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, still with leave of the House, and pursuant to Standing
Order 32(2), I would like to table, in both official languages, a treaty
entitled “Exchange of Notes between the Government of Canada and
the Government of the Russian Federation constituting an Additional
Agreement to the Agreement between the Government of Canada
and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics for
Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy”, done on
November 20, 1989. An explanatory memorandum is also included
with this treaty.

Routine Proceedings
®(1205)
[English]
INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION

Hon. Lawrence Cannon (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 32(2), I have the pleasure to
table, in both official languages, a treaty entitled ‘“Protocol of
Amendments to the Convention on the International Hydrographic
Organization”. An explanatory memorandum is included in the
treaty.

* % %

BUDGET IMPLEMENTATION ACT, 2009

Hon. Diane Finley (for the Minister of Finance) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-10, An Act to implement certain provisions
of the budget tabled in Parliament on January 27, 2009 and related
fiscal measures.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

INTERPARLIAMENTARY DELEGATIONS

Mr. Dean Del Mastro (Peterborough, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 34(1), I have the honour to present to the
House, in both official languages, the reports of the Canadian
delegation of the Canada-United States Interparliamentary Group
representing its participation at the National Governors Association
2008 annual meeting, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 11 to 14;
the Pacific Northwest Economic Region 18th annual summit,
Vancouver, British Columbia, July 20 to 24, 2008; and the
Canadian-American Border Trade Alliance fall meeting held
September 14 to 16, 2008, in Washington, D.C.

% % %
® (1210)
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE
PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Joe Preston (Elgin—Middlesex—London, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the third report of the Standing Committee on Procedure and House
Affairs. In accordance with its order of reference of Thursday,
January 29, the committee has considered vote 5b for the House of
Commons under Parliament, of the supplementary estimates for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 2009, and reports on the same.

E
[Translation]

CANADA PENSION PLAN

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.) moved for leave
to introduce C-295, An Act to amend the Canada Pension Plan
(episodic disability)
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She said: Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to have the opportunity
to rise in the House to table, once again, a bill to protect individuals
affected by an episodic disability. I wish to thank the member for
Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Windsor for supporting this bill,
which will allow these individuals to qualify for benefits provided
under the Canada Pension Plan.

An episodic disability is one related to, for example, a mental
illness, diabetes, cancer, multiple sclerosis, HIV-AIDS, or sickle-cell
anemia.

The bill that I am re-introducing will eliminate the systemic
barriers that prevent people with episodic disabilities from integrat-
ing, in every sense of the word, into the labour force, the community
and society.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

INCOME TAX ACT

Ms. Raymonde Folco (Laval—Les fles, Lib.) moved for leave
to introduce Bill C-296, An Act to amend the Income Tax Act (tax
credits for dependants).

She said: Mr. Speaker, today I am very pleased to be able to rise in
the House to introduce a bill that would amend the Income Tax Act
to help those who take care of families abroad by allowing them to
benefit from the same tax credit as Canadians who have family in
Canada. I would like to thank the member for Esquimalt—Juan de
Fuca for seconding this bill, which will bring justice and equality to
our Income Tax Act.

According to a 2008 report from Statistics Canada, in the two
years after arriving in Canada, immigrants begin taking care of their
family by sending anywhere from $1,000 to $5,000. Many of these
newcomers have modest incomes. We are talking about after-tax
dollars. The World Bank estimated that in 2005 $167 billion
American was sent to developing countries.

I am asking for justice and equality in our laws for all Canadian
citizens who are responsible for aging members of their family. Even
if their family is overseas, they still have obligations and
commitments.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

E
[English]

INTERNATIONAL TREATY ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-297, An Act to ensure accountability in respect of
Canada’s obligations under international treaties.

He said: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague from Halifax for
seconding the bill.

It is important that Canada not only say that it will have
accountability but that it must have accountability. This bill would
ensure that there is accountability on all international treaties that we
sign onto. This is something that the government, when it was in
opposition and, in fact, in government, said that it would do. It has

not followed through on that and this would ensure that, if passed, it
would follow through on its commitment.

It is about time we had accountability in all aspects of government
and it would start, obviously, with international obligations.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

E
® (1215)

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF MINING
CORPORATIONS OUTSIDE CANADA ACT

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-298, An Act respecting Corporate Social Respon-
sibility for the Activities of Canadian Mining Corporations in
Developing Countries.

He said: Madam Speaker, again I thank my colleague from
Halifax for seconding this bill.

This bill would ensure Canada had the same obligations overseas
as it has here for all of its mining extractive industries, for things like
labour law, human rights and environmental laws.

In the past, the government has said that it would act on this and it
has the report on corporate social responsibility to actually engage in
this area but it has sat on the minister's desk without any reply.

This bill would have Canada apply the ideas and the principles of
corporate social responsibility for the extractive industries overseas.
This applies to places like the Congo, for sure in Darfur and Sudan,
and other places around the world.

I would love it if the government would please take my bill.
(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

BISPHENOL A (BPA) CONTROL ACT

Mr. Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre, NDP) moved for leave to
introduce Bill C-299, An Act to prohibit the use of bisphenol A
(BPA) in specified products and to amend the Canadian Environ-
mental Protection Act, 1999.

He said: Madam Speaker, I thank my colleague from Halifax for
seconding this bill.

I actually introduced this bill in the last Parliament. The
government adopted some of the facets of this bill that would
prohibit and eliminate the use of bisphenol A in products. As we
know, bisphenol A is a chromosome disrupter. It does affect human
health, particularly the most vulnerable. This bill would eliminate
bisphenol A in all products in Canada.

I want to push the government a little more on the adoption of this
principle and look forward to this being adopted by this Parliament.
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(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* % %

PETITIONS
WAR RESISTERS

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Madam Speaker, 1 join with
thousands of petitioners who have signed the war resisters support
campaign. Canada has a moral duty to support all those brave
soldiers who oppose the war.

This past Wednesday, U.S. war resister, Cliff Cornell, surrendered
himself to U.S. border police after being ordered to leave Canada. He
was promptly arrested. He is the second Iraq war resister to be held
in Whatcom county jail. He follows Robin Long who was deported
in July.

The House and the courts have already spoken in favour of
allowing them to stay. The petitioners want to know why the
Conservative government will not abide by the proud Canadian
tradition and allow them to stay?

INTERPROVINCIAL BRIDGE

Hon. Mauril Bélanger (Ottawa—Vanier, Lib.): Madam Speak-
er, | wish to present a petition in a continuing series of petitions
signed by residents of the nation's capital concerning the matter of
heavy trucks crossing the heart of our capital city through
established communities. In particular, these petitioners ask the
Government of Canada to instruct the National Capital Commission
to proceed with a detailed assessment of an interprovincial bridge
linking the Canotec Industrial Park to the Gatineau Airport, which is
option seven of the first phase of the interprovincial crossings
environmental assessment, a position shared by the Governments of
Ontario and Quebec.

® (1220)
MIDDLE EAST

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Madam Speaker, I rise today
to present a petition on behalf of 87 constituents from my riding of
Halifax who are deeply concerned about the ongoing situation in
Gaza.

They call for an end to the fighting and for an opening of the
borders to much needed aid. Further, they call upon Parliament to
immediately restore aid to the region.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I have documents here, including the signatures of 450
petitioners who would like to send a message to the government as
soon as possible regarding its proposals to amend the Food and
Drugs Act.

They want the government to hear their concerns now, before it
reintroduces the bill that was known as Bill C-51. They are very
concerned that this bill will hurt people's access to natural health
products and not do the job when it comes to the safety of drugs.

They encourage the government to reconsider its proposition and
to do the right thing by introducing meaningful legislation to ensure

Government Orders)

safety of food and drugs while not harming access to natural health
products.

GASOLINE PRICES

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36 and as certified by the clerk of
petitions, I am pleased to present a petition forwarded to me by over
100 students from Cawthra Park Secondary School located in my
riding of Mississauga South.

These students have expressed their concern about the periodic
and substantial spiking in gasoline prices based on market pressures
precipitated by speculators and not on the true cost of productions or
refinery or distribution costs. They are concerned about the burden it
places on not only ordinary Canadians, but also on our economy as a
whole.

The petitioners, therefore, call upon Parliament to take all possible
measures to moderate gasoline prices and the swings in prices in the
best interest of all Canadians.

I would also like to congratulate these students from Cawthra Park
Secondary School for expressing their views directly to the
Parliament of Canada and I encourage our youth across the land to
continue to have their voices heard at all levels of government.

* k%

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Randy Kamp (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans, CPC): Madam Speaker, I ask that all
questions be allowed to stand.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

CANADA NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATIONS ACT

The House resumed consideration of the motion that Bill C-4, An
Act respecting not-for-profit corporations and certain other corpora-
tions, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): Resuming debate.
Before question period, the hon. member for Vancouver East had 12
minutes left.

Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, NDP): Madam Speaker, it
is very nice to see you in the Chair. I know the people of Victoria are
very proud of you being our Assistant Deputy Speaker.

Before question period I was talking about this massive bill of
about 170 pages, Bill C-4, that deals with the regulation of not-for-
profit corporations. In my comments I was talking about advocacy.
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One of the problems we have with the bill is that it does not
address the core issues and the critical issues that are facing non-
profit organizations in this country. One of those issues is the need to
deal with advocacy. I find it very interesting that somehow this has
become almost a taboo thing because of restrictions from Revenue
Canada because of the charitable status.

1 do not know why it is that the notion of advocacy has taken on
this very partisan, politicized meaning from the government's point
of view. I am someone who has worked in the non-profit sector for
many years before I was elected as a city councillor and then as an
MP, so I am very familiar with the non-profit sector and how
important it is in community development and building healthy
communities. Advocacy is very much a part of that.

Even when organizations have charitable status, they should be
able to do advocacy. There is nothing wrong with advocating for the
people we represent and for whom we are working. This is
particularly true in my riding of Vancouver East where we have
many people who are very vulnerable and at risk, whether they are
homeless, living far below the poverty line or drug users who have
been very marginalized by our health care system and by criminal
enforcement. Many organizations do incredible work right on the
front line in helping people, not only with their daily needs of
surviving and going up against the system, but also in advocating for
people's rights.

To me, this is a very important function and a very important
responsibility that is part of our civil society. It is part of our non-
profit structure and part of the history that we have in the way not-
for-profits work in this country.

Some not-for-profits simply deliver service and programs, which
is exemplary and, of course, needs to be done. However, as I said in
my earlier remarks, they and all groups lack stable, long-term and
core funding. It is so hard for so many organizations now to survive.
People are relying on whatever private donations they can get.

It is interesting to note that in the United States there is a much
bigger system of private foundations that do provide huge support to
charitable and not-for-profit organizations. In Canada, we have had
more of a history of different levels of government recognizing the
importance and value of non-profit organizations and actually
providing public funding to them. That is a very legitimate thing and
it is a very wise use of taxpayer dollars.

However, since the 1990s, every group we talk to, and I could talk
to any number of groups in my community, whether it is women's
organizations, housing organizations or people involved in legal
services, they have all faced unbelievable cutbacks over the years.
The erosion of government funding, particularly core funding, has
had a very dramatic impact on the non-profit sector. It has left people
scrambling to find little bits and pieces of money from this
foundation or that foundation. Sometimes it is a matter of $5,000 or
$10,000 to keep themselves going.

I wanted to raise that issue during the debate on the bill because it
seems to me that the bill is so focused on the regulatory approach for
non-profits that it is missing the huge issue of what we need to be
addressing for the non-profit sector in Canada.

®(1225)

I think it is very unfortunate that we are debating this bill that was
first introduced in 2004. It has certainly had a long history. Here we
are debating this bill that lays out this mega-regime of Robert's Rules
of Order and says that everybody is going to come under this regime.

What we should be discussing and what we should be doing,
particularly in these economic times when so many people are falling
behind and so many people who previously did not rely on
organizations like food banks, legal aid or organizations that do
advocacy, is helping those people who are now having to turn to
those organizations to get the help that they need.

We are certainly now entering a very critical period in Canadian
society where the economic recession is having this incredible
impact on communities, people and families where before perhaps
they were completely self-sufficient and they did not require the help
and assistance.

One of the problems that we are facing in our community is the
cuts in legal aid. There are a number of non-profit organizations that
deliver legal aid services. In the best of times their parameters were
fairly restrictive. There is money that goes from the federal
government to the provinces for legal aid. This is very much a
part of our judicial system and all Canadians should be guaranteed
the right to access and opportunity to legal representation.

However, as these cutbacks have just come wave after wave, we
are now facing a situation in B.C. where low income communities
are being hit particularly hard. The organizations that are there,
whether it is the UBC Law Student's Society that provides legal aid
or the legal aid system itself, they are now under severe pressure
trying to meet the demand as more and more people, who may have
previously had their own resources to deal with the judicial system,
are now unable to do so. That is a very serious situation.

In looking at this bill I know that other colleagues of mine in the
NDP are very concerned about this bill. We are concerned about the
scope of the bill. We are concerned about how far reaching it is and
how it may dampen enthusiasm and the involvement of people.
When we read the bill, the things that are required of people
individually, as well as the organization in question if it falls under
the mandate of this bill, are quite incredible.

We have a lot of concern about how broad a net this bill casts in
terms of creating a system where organizations basically have very
little choice to perform in a way that maybe they have evolved over
the years. It seems to me that this idea that there is only one standard
to uphold accountability or transparency is really quite false.

The fact is the vast majority of non-profit organizations are very
democratic. They are transparent. They are accountable. It is in their
very nature to do that because their very reason for being is based on
community service. It is based on service to society.
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Therefore, these organizations tend to be very open and
straightforward about what they are doing. They have nothing to
hide. It is not like there is some big multinational corporation that is
involved in goodness knows what kind of financial transactions and
trying to skim and move money, such as what we see in this financial
crisis that we have before us now. Non-profit organizations are not
really in that kind of game. They are in service to the community.
Even the large organizations, whether they be the Red Cross or
others, have a different kind of mandate.

® (1230)

One of the concerns that we have is that it may be necessary for us
to see a framework of regulations that would ensure better
accountability for some of these large organizations that do engage
in business opportunities. It seems that this is now being cast over
every organization that falls within the scope and the mandate of the
bill, so we have a problem with that.

1 did want to express the concerns that we have about the bill, but
most of all I want to thank the incredible non-profit organizations in
my community that provide an amazing service. I do not think I
could do the job that I do if they were not doing what they do. We
work in very close partnership with each other. We all need to
recognize these organizations and what they do in our communities.

® (1235)

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Madam Speaker, I wish to
thank the member for Vancouver East for sharing with us some of
the great work being done in her riding by non-profit associations.

Halifax is the home of many non-profit associations as well. One,
for example, is the Ecology Action Centre, which is Nova Scotia's
largest environmental organization. Since 1971 the EAC has been
working to build a healthier, more sustainable Nova Scotia, and it is
a strong and respected voice in our province on environmental
issues.

My question is actually about funding for non-profit organiza-
tions. She talked about the regulation of non-profit organizations.
One strong program at the EAC was the steer clean program, which
was a federal initiative to retire old vehicles which were bad
polluters in exchange for sustainable transportation incentives like a
free bus pass or discounts on bikes. This innovative program was
cancelled last spring, so that means we have lost greenhouse gas
reductions in our province, the EAC lost a staff person, and the
Ecology Action Centre lost some of its capacity to be a strong voice
for sustainable transportation.

I wonder if the hon. member would share with us her thoughts on
today's focus of the debate, which is about changes to governance of
non-profit organizations as opposed to a real discussion on ensuring
that non-profit organizations can continue to do the excellent work
that they are doing.

Ms. Libby Davies: Madam Speaker, the member for Halifax has a
long history of working with non-profit organizations in her own
community so I look forward to hearing her comments in the House
later.

The particular organization that she gave as an example is doing
yeoman service, trying to work in a grassroots way to bring people
along, to educate them, and to provide real alternatives to them. The
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Auditor General's report from the Environment Commissioner
slammed the government for its complete lack of progress on
climate change and pointed out that there is no transparency or
accountability and very negligible improvements. The local
organization in Halifax is really doing the job, but yet it is struggling
for funds.

The member has really pinpointed the problem with the bill. We
are dealing with a sort of regulatory regime about governance when
most of these organizations are doing just fine. We are completely
missing the need that they have which is to have some financial
security so they can continue their work. Members in the NDP will
continue to raise this because it is an important priority. We
understand the importance of the work of these organizations.

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, it is a true pleasure to speak today to Bill C-4, a way to
assist non-profit organizations.

I also want to compliment you, Madam Speaker, for being the
Deputy Speaker. I know Victoria is very proud, being from a
neighbouring riding.

Mahatma Gandhi said that poverty is one of the worst forms of
violence. We know that it robs a person's soul, and sometimes robs
the desire to live, particularly if there is no hope or see any way or
opportunity to actually get out of a poverty trap. In response to that,
we have some 161,000 Canadian not-for-profit organizations, and
19,000 of them are under federal jurisdiction.

I would also like to salute that this represents some 12 million
volunteers. These volunteers donate some two billion hours of their
time free of charge every year. That is a staggering testament to the
courage and charitableness of Canadians from coast to coast. There
are about two million full time equivalents of people who are hired
and who work in the not-for-profit sector, which represents some
11% of our economic workforce.

The budget actually neglected this very important part of our
economy. The fact of the matter is those volunteers, those NGOs
have a huge duplicative effect. Where they have that duplicative
effect is in helping those who are most underprivileged in our
society, giving them a hand out, and enabling them to be able to
elevate themselves.

They feed those who are hungry. They clothe those who do not
have proper clothing. They care for those who are sick. They donate
their time to enable our environmental and cultural heritage to live
on into the future. They are Canadian heroes, unsung, quietly going
about their work, day in and day out, week in and week out, year
after year.

In this bill, and in the budget, it neglects to deal with some of the
fundamental problems that the NGO community faces in Canada
today. To showcase some of the great non-governmental organiza-
tions we have, I started up a website. It is called Canadaaid.ca. I
would encourage viewers out there to check out Canadaaid.ca.

This website actually showcases people here at home who are
doing work in Canada and abroad, people like Gerald and Nicole
Hartwig, who are building schools abroad.
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The Compassionate Resource Warehouse and Dell Wergeland,
who you know, Madam Speaker, being from Victoria, do an
extraordinary job. They have sent hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of needed supplies to those who are most impoverished in the
world. They have done it all with volunteers, many of whom are
actually our veterans.

What charitable organizations face is an overweening and
excessive degree of reporting. They all agree that fair and
accountable reporting must occur. Imagine being part of a small
NGO, a small group of volunteers working hard to help those who
are impoverished. What happens is they often have to pay thousands
and thousands of dollars that has to come from their donations to pay
for the overweening administrative obligations that are placed upon
them, much of which is unnecessary.

The fact of the matter is that the CRA, Revenue Canada, is
disconnected from the NGO community. It has not sat down and
listened to their needs and worked with them to enable them to have
a proper structure that they can report fairly, openly and transparently
as to what moneys they are receiving and how they use them.

I would strongly encourage the Minister of National Revenue to
sit down and encourage the bureaucrats to work with the NGO
community. This is absolutely essential, if we are not going to choke
the ability of NGOs to work and help those who are most
underprivileged.

Also, I do not think the Canadian public is aware of this, but
Revenue Canada had cuts, particularly in the charities branch. What
happened was, in response to that, Revenue Canada let go a lot of its
employees and rehired people who had less professional capabilities.
What happened as a result of that is burnout amongst the people who
could not handle the work, and charities were not able to engage
Revenue Canada in a meaningful way.

® (1240)

The other side of this is right now we have overzealous members
of Revenue Canada fanning out across our country. They are going
after charitable organizations tooth and nail. They are driving them
into the ground so much that they will have to close their doors. In
fact, some of them have had to pay hundreds of thousands of dollars
in accounting and legal fees to simply answer the questions that
Revenue Canada has asked, most of which are completely useless
and unnecessary.

In their zealous desire to go after these charitable organizations,
they do not see are the downstream effects. They are hurting the very
people who help those in need. Charitable organizations do the lion's
share to help those who are most needy. Governments are not going
to do it, and in many cases it should not. However, what has filled
the gap are these large numbers of charitable organizations, working
with minimal amounts of funds to do great things and massively
expand the care they provide to those who need it.

This has absolutely become a crisis. I know full well that
charitable groups in my riding are about to close their doors. The
impact on those who are most impoverished will be quite significant.

I strongly recommend that the government implement the
solutions in this bill, which are necessary for a streamlined, effective
way to ensure that transparency within the NGO community.

The other thing the government ought to do is enable people to
donate more to charitable groups. Right now, during this time of
great need, during this time of the economic turmoil across our
country, there has never been a greater time to encourage donations
to the NGOs, which help those most in need. Right now for
charitable donations up to $200, we receive a 15% tax credit. For
donations over $200, it is 29%. It makes more sense, and I have a
motion is this regard, to ensure that charitable organizations receive
the same tax benefits as political parties. Donations to political
parties receive much higher tax benefits than those given to
charitable organizations. Why not make them equivalent?

Alternatively, the government could allow Canadians to donate up
to $15,000 to charitable groups and receive a 50% tax credit.
Anything above $15,000 would go back to the 29% tax credit, which
is in effect now, for donating more than $200. This would inject
adrenalin into the charitable donations. In fact, when we asked
Canadians, and there were some interesting studies on this, if they
were able to get a higher tax credit, would they donate more, 53%
said yes. Why does the government not do this? It would provide a
significant benefit, at minimal cost, with a huge multiplier effect for
those most in need.

The other thing that could be done, and my colleague mentioned it
before, is allow foundations in Canada to develop in a more fruitful
way. The United States has much larger foundations, with more
money. We could do that in our country. This would provide a huge
benefit for the civil society sector to utilize funds to help those most
in need and it would also to invest in the cultural and environmental
legacy in our great nation, which would be beneficial for all of us.

Do members not find it an affront to common decency that people
who make less than $20,000 a year pay tax? How do people survive
on less than $20,000 a year? They cannot and as a result they get
caught in the poverty trap. Why do we not amend the tax code? I
know we could this because I spoke to our finance critic about it
when we were in government. I have a private member's bill called
the “Canadian low-income supplement”. The bill would ensure that
people would get a $2,000 rebate, cash in hand, if they made less
than $20,000 a year. That number would decline to zero at $40,000.
This would put real money into the hands of those most in need. I
strongly encourage the government to pursue that course of action.

® (1245)

On EI, my colleagues have provided solutions to increase EI
benefits and decrease the amount of time that one has to work. I also
encourage the following.
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For those who have lost their jobs, we do not know whether the
government will provide EI benefits for them. Just because those
people lost their jobs before the budget went through, does it not
make sense that those people, who have been victims of the global
economic tsunami, should have the same economic benefit changes
in the budget? We would like to see the government come clean on
that. We think it is an act of fundamental fairness. Whether people
lose their jobs next month or lost them two months ago, these people
need help. They do not have money to survive.

My colleagues have introduced some very sensible changes, for a
two year period of time. Those changes would help those most in
need, and those people spend the money. They need to put food on
the table. They need medications when they are ill. They need to pay
rent. They need a roof over their heads. They need to pay their
mortgages.

Furthermore, if people have houses and have lost their jobs, why
are they ineligible to receive EI? They have mortgage payments.
What are they going to do? Sell their house, and go where? Are they
going to go on the street? Are they going to find a place to rent in our
community, as an example, where the available rental units are less
than one per cent? They cannot do it.

Our objective is to enable people to maintain as much of a
reasonable standard of living as they possibly can during this
economic turmoil so they will not be hurt, and hurt they can be, hurt
they are.

On the issue of first nations, I have five first nations communities
in my riding. In some of those communities, in which they have
some really superb first nations leadership, the conditions in which
those people live is frankly inhumane. Whether it is the Pacheedaht
reserve or some others, in Sooke or Beecher Bay, we have some
great leaders. Those people need to be encouraged, yet they are not,
in part because of the following.

First, the government put a two per cent cap on funding for first
nations communities. Does that make sense when the population of
first nations communities is growing by more than two per cent?
That does not even take into consideration the increase cost of our
standard of living. It does not account for inflation. In effect, because
of this cap, they are going backward.

Inflation alone is tearing away at that. Increased population
growths will also tear away at that, so there is less money today than
there was five, six or seven years ago. That makes no sense
whatsoever. It is fundamentally important that the government
release that two per cent cap and give the moneys needed, with a
multiplier that is congruent with inflation plus population increases.

The implication of not doing this is the following.

Do members know that aboriginals families, and this is
particularly offensive, receive between $2,000 and $9,000 less per
child than non-aboriginal families? Why? What does that mean? It
means that those children cannot have books. They cannot get
computers. They do not get other school supplies. They cannot hire
teachers. The schools are overcrowded. The infrastructure collapses.
Some of the schools are toxic. We would not want to see any child
trying to study in those schools. Frequently there are not even
enough schools to train the kids. How can these children, many of
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whom are living in impoverished circumstances, get out of that
poverty trap?They cannot.

I would also like to see the government look at the Indian Act and
work with the AFN and other groups to modify the Indian Act,
which is a racist document and a rock around the neck of aboriginal
communities in their desire to develop. How can they possibly
develop if we have that type of act? They have many more hurdles to
overcome in order to develop, so how can they take care of
themselves?

There is fabulous leadership in Chief Gordon Planes in Sooke and
Chief Russ Chipps in Beecher Bay. They have some great initiatives
that they would like to pursue, but they cannot because of the Indian
Act and the obstacles it presents to them.

©(1250)

I was on the Pacheedaht reserve in my riding a little while ago. |
could put my fist through the walls. There is mould, they are toxic
and falling apart. This is in our Canada. Canadians often do not see
this because we have to take a bit of a detour to look at it. I ask them
to please look at this. See what is in our neighbourhoods and
communities. Look at what we have in our country. They will find
conditions rival to that in third world nations half a world away.

This is our Canada and it is a pox on our houses that this is
allowed to continue. This cannot be allowed to continue. It must be
addressed as issues of fundamental fairness and basic humanity. [
would like to see the Minister of Indian Affairs go to these schools
and clinics, take a look at the conditions in which these people live. I
would like him to say that this cannot continue and work with first
nations leaders to resolve this. Many of these reserves have
extraordinary natural resources that can be developed, but it must
be allowed to happen.

On the schooling issue, while there was some money for
infrastructure for schools, which I complement the government on,
they also need money for soft costs such as for the teachers, books,
computers and access to schools. The children in the Pacheedaht
reserve have to travel hours into soup to go to school, which means
they cannot avail themselves of normal child activities and programs
such as music, physical education and team sports that help to build
them as they go through life.

It is fundamentally important for the government to grasp this. We
are willing to work. We have some great people in the Liberal Party,
and in all parties, who are very willing to work with the government
to implement the solutions to address these issues, which are human
and critical and which must be resolved as an act of basic humanity.



510

COMMONS DEBATES

February 6, 2009

Government Orders)

The public expects us to come in here and do things quickly,
which we would all love to do. The frustration that I think all of us in
the House feel comes from the desire and our willingness to address
the concerns of our citizens, meeting the glacial pace in which things
move around here. In fact, they move somewhere between glacial
and full stop. That is how fast things move. However, the implication
of that is the failure to address some very critical things. In 1998 the
House passed a resolution for a head start program for children. This
is the most fundamental and easiest way to have an important impact
on our children.

In the last minute and a half I have, I want to talk about
international affairs.

There are some wonderful people at CIDA. However, the
government needs to resolve an internal issue in coordination. The
treasury board needs to change in order to liberate CIDA so it may
work on the necessary international development projects. Our
government needs to look outside of itself and understand that
Canadians have the willingness, desire and ability to deal with our
fundamental and large international challenges, rooted, in part, in the
millennium development goals and those objectives that we signed
onto.

The three Cs, corruption, conflict and a lack of capacity, are not
dealt with adequately internationally for many reasons. The failure to
do that causes impoverished countries to continue in their poverty
tracts. We have an opportunity to tap into Canada's capacity and the
willingness of Canadians to donate their services to build up capacity
in developing countries. We need to develop integrated plans such as
building up primary health care systems in developing countries.
Rather than looking at HIV-AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, we need
to work on building an integrated public health care strategy. We
know the simple things have the most effective bang for the buck in
development and improving population health. Corruption has to be
dealt with by improving the public service. We have the ability to
transform and translate our public service abilities to these countries.

® (1255)

In closing, we have a great ability within this House and our
country to deal with the fundamental challenge of poverty here at
home and abroad. I strongly encourage the government to work with
the rest of us to tackle this inscrutable enemy of humankind.

Mr. Mark Warawa (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of the Environment, CPC): Madam Speaker, I listened intently to
the hon. member who talked about a number of different things. He
elaborated on the slowness that legislation moves through the House.

We are talking today about the Canada not-for-profit corporations
bill. He spoke very little about that, but I want to ask him a question
on it. Does he support the phasing out of the old legislation, the
Canada Corporations Act, and providing a phase-in to the new act? It
would help the not-for-profit sector. It is a good move. It updates the
legislation. Will he help in moving the legislation along quickly or is
he going to talk about a lot of other things and cause a slow glacial
movement of legislation in the House?

The other question regards first nations. The member was
involved with the former Liberal government for 13 long dark years
and things did move very slowly. In my riding I have an excellent
relationship with the Kwantlen First Nation, which for decades asked

for help to stop the erosion of McMillan Island falling into the Fraser
River. The former Liberal government was asked numerous times for
help but it did not help. Again it was a very slow glacial movement.
However, within months of our becoming the government in 2006,
that problem was solved.

On the residential schools apology, again, the first nations were
waiting for an apology. That apology happened under our
government. I think the member is noticing a dramatic change in
speeding up good legislation. With regard to matrimonial rights for
first nations women, I think the member voted against that.

Maybe he could share why he is involved with a legacy of
slowdown. Will he now support a government that is getting it done?

® (1300)

Hon. Keith Martin: Madam Speaker, | want to correct the hon.
member. [ was in the Liberal government for a year and a half, which
was after | had been on his side for 10 years, but he might not have
been around at that time.

On the issue of Bill C-4, we compliment the government on
bringing forward changes to the Canada Corporations Act. That act
went back to 1917. However, we want to make sure that the
legislation contains changes that will liberate the NGOs and enable
them to do the wonderful work that they do, and that it is not a
Gordian knot that introduces numerous other administrative hurdles
and obstacles that costs them a lot of money. We will move this
legislation forward but we want to make sure that it contains the
effective solutions to liberate the not-for-profit sector, not adminis-
trative requirements that would hamper their ability to do their job,
which would cause them to move at a glacial pace.

On the issue of first nations, it has been extremely frustrating for
first nations communities to see many of the actions of the
government. The Conservatives have done some good things and 1
give them credit for that, but the government has not done anything
on some of the fundamental issues of investing in things that enable
first nations communities to take care of themselves.

There was an example in the long list of solutions I was trying to
give to the government in my speech. The 2% cap on first nations
funding must be lifted. With inflation and with the population
growth rate which is much higher than 2%, it is actually eroding the
funding capabilities of first nations to help themselves.

I would ask my hon. colleague and his government to implement
those solutions and the others in my speech.
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Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Madam Speaker, there was
some great information in the member's speech about the strength of
the voluntary sector and the not-for-profit sector in Canada.

I want to share a story from my riding. The Nova Scotia—Gambia
Association is a non-profit development organization based in
Canada, but it works with West African partners to pursue initiatives
for equitable and sustainable futures for youth. Every year in Halifax
the NSGA holds an African night. There is African food, culture,
music and wonderful speakers. It is an excellent event. I have
attended it. It holds this event because the money it receives from
CIDA is not enough to fund the great work it is doing in West Africa.

Does the member agree that while we do need to consider ways to
strengthen the regulations regarding not-for-profit organizations, we
should simultaneously be having discussions about secure funding
so that this work can continue?

Hon. Keith Martin: Madam Speaker, there are many NGOs in
this country that do great work. I encourage everyone who is
listening to visit the website canadaaid.ca. It lists Canadian NGOs
working here at home and abroad, such as the one my hon. friend
mentioned. They are doing superb jobs.

The first thing that the government could do and what is perhaps
more important is to enable the NGOs to generate more money
themselves. They could do that with the tax changes I mentioned. It
would actually take pressure off the government to fund more by
enabling citizens to donate more. As I said before, 53% of Canadians
would like to donate more if there was a more attractive tax credit.
That is critically important.

To address the member's other question, the government should
work with the NGOs to ensure there is a transparent and functional
accounting system that does not drown the NGOs in red tape.

® (1305)

Mr. Richard Harris (Cariboo—Prince George, CPC): Madam
Speaker, I thank my colleague for indicating that he and his party are
going to support the bill. We appreciate it because we think it has a
lot of value.

I know that my colleague pays attention to detail most every time
he speaks and I appreciate that. | wonder about the suggestions the
member had about the EI benefits and other changes that he sees
could have been added to the budget. I am sure he would like to
separate himself from his colleagues in the NDP who never seem to
come to the House with a price on the things that they want. Perhaps
the member might be able to present some pricing for the ideas that
he has suggested today. He could get his point across a little better
that way but also separate himself from the NDP members who
never seem to attach a cost to their wish list. The hon. member
knows that there is not an endless supply of money and it is good to
know what it is going to cost up front when an idea comes forward.

Hon. Keith Martin: Madam Speaker, it is an excellent question
from my friend. I know that in his area of Prince George many of his
constituents have lost their jobs in the forestry sector. I worked up
there for many years in the hospital. It is a tragedy for those towns to
go through those ups and downs because they are dependent in part
on the resource sector.
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We know that for every $1 that is donated the multiplier effect is
$7 to $10. If the government were to provide a more lucrative tax
credit to the individual donor, we would see a vast increase in
monies that are available because the multiplier effect is great. It
would actually save some of the taxpayers' money that the
government uses in some of its programs. The principle behind it
is one which I know my hon. friend very much adheres to as we do.
That principle is to give people the opportunity to take care of
themselves. We should maximize the capabilities that we have in our
citizenry. We should ensure that people have the tools to do the great
things they can do and make sure that government is not getting in
the way.

That is why we would like to see this bill have an administrative
structure that listens to the NGO community and adopts a framework
that is easy to implement, that is open, transparent and has true
accountability. My friend from Victoria, Henry McCandless, a
former assistant deputy minister in the Office of the Auditor General
said that true accountability is the obligation on the part of senior
government officials and elected officials to tell the public what they
are doing, why they are doing it and how much it is going to cost and
then tell them what they have done with that in the future.

[Translation]

Mr. Mario Laframboise (Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel,
BQ): Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to speak to Bill C-4, An
Act respecting not-for-profit corporations and certain other corpora-
tions.

I am surprised. Earlier, I was listening to the Liberal member
answer a question from the Conservative member. Each was
accusing the other. The Liberal member said that the Conservatives
move at a slow, glacial pace. The Conservatives said that, in their
day, the Liberals moved even more slowly, more glacially. Now that
they are in bed together, I can only speculate as to whether things are
still slow and glacial, but it always makes me smile.

People have been asking for new not-for-profit corporation
legislation since 1999. I will go into detail later on. We will support
the bill. Nevertheless, we want our House of Commons colleagues to
respect provincial areas of jurisdiction. Under section 92 of the
Constitution, the provinces are responsible for management of the
social economy, volunteering and community activities. All matters
of a “merely local or private nature” fall under the exclusive purview
of Quebec and the provinces.

As proud defenders of the Quebec nation, we must ensure that this
bill does not encroach on Quebec's areas of jurisdiction. Not-for-
profit organizations operating exclusively in Quebec are already
governed by Part III of Quebec's Companies Act. We just want to
make sure that this bill will not prevent not-for-profit organizations
from operating.
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It is important to note that the federal Parliament has jurisdiction
only over organizations that do not have provincial objects.
Subsection 11 of section 92 of the Constitution Act, 1867,
specifically gives the provinces jurisdiction over “the incorporation
of companies with provincial objects”. Currently, section 154 of the
Canada Corporations Act states that the federal minister may grant
an organization the right to incorporate if it is carrying on “objects,
to which the legislative authority of the Parliament of Canada
extends, of a national, patriotic, religious, philanthropic, charitable,
scientific, artistic, social, professional or sporting character, or the
like objects”.

This is important, because not-for-profit organizations are
currently governed by the Canada Corporations Act, which is why
we are amending that act. This section pertains to organizations that
come under the legislative authority of Parliament. It appears that
clause 4 of the new bill would not require a not-for-profit
organization to state its purpose in its articles of incorporation.
Clearly, it could be confusing if the organization's purpose is not
stated. Inevitably, the result could be interference in the provinces'
exclusive jurisdictions.

It will therefore come as no surprise that, even though we support
this bill, we would like to see it go to committee so that our
colleagues understand the situation and we make sure that the bill as
introduced does not conflict with section 92 of the Constitution Act,
1867. We believe that the bill should be amended to limit its scope to
not-for-profit organizations that operate or have offices in more than
one province or whose purpose comes under federal jurisdiction, in
order to respect the spirit of part II of the current Canada
Corporations Act, which pertains to not-for-profit organizations.

That is our goal, as worthy representatives of the Quebec nation,
in order to protect the interests of Quebeckers and especially not-for-
profit organizations operating in Quebec.

Earlier, someone mentioned the slow movement of legislation. If
we look back at the history of this bill, we can see how we have
come to this point in 2009. The Canada Business Corporations Act
creates the frame of reference, as I said earlier. In recent years,
stakeholders have expressed concern that this act is out of date and
no longer meets the needs of today's not-for-profit sector.

® (1310)

The stakeholders publicly asked for reforms to the legislation and
in 1999, the task force on the voluntary sector, created by the federal
government, asked that improvements be made to the regulatory
framework governing the sector. Industry Canada's proposal aimed
at updating the Canada Business Corporations Act is part of the task
force's plan.

As far back as July 2000, Industry Canada produced a document
entitled Reform of the Canada Corporations Act: The Federal Not-
for-Profit Framework Law. After that document was published, the
department organized a series of round table discussions in various
cities across the country in order to examine the ideas presented in
the document. Following the round tables, the government thought it
would be a good idea to make concrete proposals. Thus, we can see
that some questioning began in 1999 and discussions began in 2000.
On November 15, 2004, the Liberal government introduced Bill

C-21. Of course, since the Liberal government's reign was so short
lived, the legislation was never passed.

On June 13, 2008, during the second session of the 39th
Parliament, the Conservatives took essentially the same bill and
reinstated it as Bill C-62. In the end, the bill did not pass because the
Conservatives, who had promised fixed election dates, decided to
force an election. Unfortunately for all those waiting for this act to be
modernized, the bill lapsed. On December 3, a similar bill was
introduced at first reading by the Minister of State (Small Business
and Tourism), a Conservative minister. Then the government decided
to prorogue the House and the bill died. Finally, on January 28, Bill
C-4 was introduced and will be studied against that backdrop.

I can understand that the Liberals and Conservatives accuse one
another of moving at a slow, glacial pace. However, for all those
waiting for changes to this law, I hope we will act as quickly as
possible and move forward. The Bloc's only request is that the
Constitution be respected so that not-for-profit organizations falling
under Quebec jurisdiction can truly be viable and not be jeopardized
by this bill.

That is what we will do and we will be pleased to participate in all
the debates.

® (1315)
[English]

Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Madam Speaker, I
have a few comments with regard to Bill C-4.

Prior to becoming a member of Parliament, I, as a chartered
accountant, had the opportunity to have a number of not-for-profit
organizations as clients. As well, in my work in one of the corporate
employs that [ had in my early career, I was actually involved in the
work which introduced the Canada Business Corporations Act and
moved it from the Canada Corporations Act and all the continuance
provisions.

I am sure all members will look at the bill and wonder how they
will put their minds around the document. I took the opportunity to
look at the details. I suspect that if I were to cross out everything that
was boilerplate, mirroring the rules, the provisions and the features
of the bill that are required under the Canada Business Corporations
Act for for-profit corporations, the bill would be about quarter of the
size that it is.

The bill also contains a number of interesting provisions, and one
in which I will take specific interest and hope to be involved in at
committee stage is with regard to regulations. I will comment on that
in a brief moment.

For the record, I would like to indicate that I will be supporting the
bill, as I would most bills in the nature of building on an existing
foundation of corporate governance, whether it be share capital or
non-share capital, profit or not-for-profit.

This is a very important bill that we move forward to committee. |
very much doubt that the members themselves at this point will be
able to speak in very much detail to the risks, the rewards, the
benefits or the pitfalls that may exist in the bill without hearing from
the experts and the stakeholders in all sectors across the governance
model.
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However, it is at second reading where all hon. members get an
opportunity to raise specific issues or maybe to recommend to the
committee that these are areas of interest or of concern. I hope the
committee will bring forward the appropriate witnesses so that the
questions or the issues can be elaborated on, not only by the
government and by departmental officials, but also have the higher
level interventions of experts and representatives across the
governance spectre to ensure t there are no hidden or unintended
consequences.

That is always the problem when we get bills which are
substantively omnibus bills to the extend that they do have
consequential amendments to a large number of other existing
legislation in Canada.

If we were to take all of the bills that this particular bill touches,
we would probably have a very large pile of reading to do, because
some of the changes that occur in here cannot be understood in terms
of the amendment being proposed in the bill to another bill. That
amendment needs to be read in the context of the bill which it is
amending. We need to know, if this is plugged in to some other piece
legislation, whether it make sense.

These are the kinds of things we rely on: the departmental
officials to give us the assurance. We have the responsibility for the
legislation but we second that responsibility to a great extent in bills
like this to the departmental officials and to the experts. We also seek
the input of other witnesses, which helps us to discharge that
responsibility for the legislation without being the experts ourselves.

We cannot be experts in all things but we can ask reasonable, fair
questions so it can be explained to us. In some cases I like to ask the
experts in committee to explain it to me so that my grandmother
would understand. I want the explanation in plain and simple
language because, if our legislation is not in plain and simple
language, when people involved in a broad range of not-for-profit
organizations see this, their first reaction will be to wonder whether
they will be swamped with more paperwork from government
requirements. They will want to know whether it will be cost-
effective, whether they will need to hire lawyers to help guide them
through the pitfalls in which they may find themselves, whether their
organization will be put at risk if they have to come under the rules,
whether it will affect the way they do business, and whether they will
be subject to other exposures to risk from other stakeholders without
knowing who they are.

® (1320)

All hon. members have a wealth of opportunity to maybe find a
little nugget within legislation such as this to consult with not-for-
profit organizations in their own community, to ask whether they are
even aware of this or if they have an advocacy group on behalf of all
the groups across the country in the same or similar businesses that
will be there, and to encourage them to come out to the committee or
to have representation at the committee, and to let them know that it
will not be at no cost to them. For us to do a good job and for us to
have them there, we pay the cost to bring them here to ensure they
have an opportunity to express the views, concerns or even the
questions of these various groups and organizations.

My intervention is maybe an invitation to all hon. members to not
be reluctant to open this document and to determine whether there is
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a nugget in which they can champion or encourage groups and
organizations with which they are familiar or with which they have
had some undertakings.

One of the areas I will be looking is the responsibilities of
directors and officers. This is an important aspect of governance life
in Canada. The corporate sector at large has had a lot of difficulty
with conflicts of interest, fraud, embezzlement and the benefits to
people as a consequence of their role in an organization.

Bill C-4 also addresses the whole area of directors and officers. I
think all hon. members would agree that the accountability, the
transparency and the openness are important aspects. Part 9 of the
bill outlines the duty for directors and officers to manage and
supervise management . It addresses the number of directors needed.
Sometimes there are closed shops and sometimes there are too many
and the work does not get done. The qualifications are extremely
important, and members may want to look at that.

For directors in the not-for-profits, there are guidelines and things
for notice to directors ceasing to hold office, removal of directors,
statements of directors, how to fill a vacancy, changing the number,
et cetera. The list is very long. The bill addresses those kinds of
issues. It would give organizations the opportunity to realize the
extent to which they have a responsibility. Each organization under
this governance model would provide, if they follow and comply
with the legislation, a comfort level to all Canadians from the
standpoint of being able to understand that the organization has rules
to follow, that they can trust the organization to follow the rules and
that there is a compliance mechanism in place to ensure that
happens.

The other aspect is bylaws and members. In my role as a member
and currently the chair of the Standing Committee on Access to
Information, Privacy and Ethics, it does cover the bylaws and
members. It basically deals with information about who the members
are, what their involvement is and a variety of other things. This is a
very important aspect. I am very interested in this from the
standpoint of potential privacy issues, potential cyber crime, identity
theft, et cetera.

®(1325)

Finally, I simply want to make a comment with regard to the
regulations. There is a section in the bill on regulations which has to
do with the coming into force of the legislation. It comes after the
very last part of the bill.

Members probably know that a bill will either say it comes into
force upon receiving royal assent or it will say that it comes into
force on the date designated by order in council. Usually when a bill
requires regulations it will state on a date specified by order in
council.
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After we have dealt with a bill in the House of Commons at
second reading, it goes to committee where committee members hear
from experts and witnesses and departmental officials. The bill may
be amended there. After the bill is voted on in committee, it comes
back to the House for report stage where more amendments may be
proposed by members who were not involved in the process at the
committee stage. A vote is then held at that stage. A debate is held at
third reading and another vote takes place. The bill will go to the
Senate where it will go through virtually the same process.

One thing that is not done in the entire process of reviewing a
piece of legislation like this bill is that we do not see the regulations.
We do not see the regulations when we have to vote to make the bill
law. The regulations are the details necessary to supplement or
amplify the intent of the bill. Every regulation must be enabled,
authorized, in the bill itself.

Members will find that in this legislation there are a substantial
number of regulations required which may take six months or a year
to be implemented. I know of a bill where three years after its
passage, the regulations still have not been fully implemented. The
bill as we passed it in this place is not fully functional.

In the past I was chair of the joint Senate and Commons
committee on the scrutiny of regulations, but I continue to be a
member of that committee in this current Parliament.

I want to follow this particular bill. Even though the bill provides
a whole section on definitions to guide the understanding of the bill,
one of the requirements is that the governor in council define terms
used in the bill which have not been defined in the bill. If something
is in the bill and it might require a definition, I do not understand
why the definition would not be put in the bill and then the
regulation would not be needed.

I want to particularly follow that one because it is the first time I
have ever seen it. I want to understand why it is that someone thinks
something has to be defined in the regulations so that the bill is clear.
When we already anticipate today that it may be a problem, why not
just put it in the bill? T look through some of these things as a
member of Parliament.

As I indicated, I will be supporting the bill. However, I need more
answers as a legislator before I can enthusiastically endorse every
aspect of it. Quite frankly, it is going to take some time before I
become fully conversant in all of the nuances of the bill because
there are many other pieces of legislation that I would have to ask the
Library of Parliament to get for me so that I could look at this in
context.

This is a situation which I would characterize as a mission
impossible for members of Parliament by themselves and even by
their caucuses. They need the experts and the officials. We need to
make sure that they know that we are interested in having these
matters explained to us, the raison d'étre as it were, so that we can do
a good job as parliamentarians.
® (1330)

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Madam Speaker, I want to
congratulate my hon. colleague on his fine remarks. He outlined

quite well some of the issues of concern with Bill C-4, An Act
respecting not-for-profit corporations and certain other corporations.

All of us have not-for-profit organizations within our own ridings.
In my riding of Davenport there are excellent organizations such as
the Working Women Community Centre, the Abrigo Centre and the
Working Skills Centre. These not-for-profit agencies deal mainly
with immigrants and refugees, and help the vulnerable and those in
need in our city. I congratulate them on all their fine work. I am sure
the hon. member has many organizations in his own riding that he
can also comment upon and thank.

Not-for-profit organizations are essential in our communities.
They are the ones that deliver the real services. They are doing a
tremendous amount of work for very low pay. They have difficulty
raising money and it is not always easy to get funding from different
levels of government, but they are doing incredible work. Certainly
cities like Toronto would not be liveable and we would not have a
country like we do have at the moment if it were not for these
agencies.We have to do everything possible to help them out.

I share the comments of my colleague about whether this
legislation is going to add to the burden of the not-for-profit
agencies, whether it is going to add more red tape in terms of not
streamlining the processes.

Maybe my hon. colleague could comment further on his concerns,
which I share and are valid, about not burdening the not-for-profit
organizations because they are doing tremendous work for Canada.

Mr. Paul Szabo: Madam Speaker, it certainly does make me
reflect on some of my experiences with the not-for-profit sector,
particularly in the immigration services area, those that provide
settlement services, ESL training, and a number of other services for
new Canadians.

The money for these organizations generally comes from federal
and provincial funding programs. They are quite rigidly set on the
number of people being served, et cetera, and are very modest. Many
of these organizations have very little opportunity to raise money
elsewhere, and even if they do, the funding that they may get from
the federal or provincial governments may be reduced because they
have other sources of revenue. It is almost as though they cannot
help themselves. They are stuck.

The most poignant example that I can recall is that Multicultural
Services of Peel, when it existed, was approached by a union to
organize. The union negotiators demanded that salary levels be
increased substantially. That was the contract being sought. The
organization had to hire a lawyer. One thing led to another and the
organization folded up its tent and went away, because it had no
control over what it could pay its people. The salary or compensation
per employee in certain areas is designated in the funding package
from the federal or provincial governments.

These organizations operate on a very narrow budget. There is no
fat. It is very lean. A lot of people have asked me why one would
want to start a not-for-profit organization. The fact is that it is
efficient, it provides services, and it is not meant for growth.

I am concerned about the burden on the organizations. I think we
all should keep that in mind.
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Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, my hon. colleague has done some phenomenal work in the
financial sector and here in the House. I know he cares deeply for
and has a great interest in non-profit organizations. What does he
think ought to be done in terms of streamlining the system to enable
non-profits to do their great work? Does he agree that we must
ensure that this bill does not add an unbelievable amount of red tape
which would crush the ability of NGOs to work, would draw
resources away from the sharp edge of the care that they give to
other people and would divert their attention to dealing with
paperwork?

Mr. Paul Szabo: Madam Speaker, certainly there are examples in
our legislative framework and some of the programs, and even the
taxation models that we have, that take into account that one size
does not fit all. I think that applies to the not-for-profit sector. There
are some organizations that are very large, some that are very
powerful, in terms of their influence not only on their own
community but on the country as a whole. There are other
organizations, however, that are very small and, as I indicated, they
do not have the resources to do things. When I think of something
like the GST, there are different methods to file a GST return which
take into account the size or the volume of the business.

With regard to Bill C-4, I do not know whether there can be
provisos. I think we should ask about it. There could be some
exemptions. They may have to fall under the act. However, with
regard to the reporting requirements, maybe there could be a quick
method or maybe the smaller not-for-profit organizations could have
some way of mitigating the increased costs that organizations
inevitably would face.

Mr. Mario Silva: Madam Speaker, I am sure my colleague would
agree that we are quite fortunate to have in our caucus people who
have been involved with many organizations throughout their
lifetime.

He spoke to the importance of immigrant settlement, which I think
is quite fundamental as well. Our esteemed colleague from
Beaches—East York is one of the founders of COSTI, which does
an incredible amount of good work across the GTA in dealing with
immigrant settlement. This exemplary work is something we should
be congratulating as well. We need to ensure that when legislation
such as this comes into law it does not burden those organizations
but that it helps them. We need to be supportive of them just as they
have been supportive of so many communities and so many people
in need.

Mr. Paul Szabo: Madam Speaker, it sounds as though there is a
theme going on here, and I tend to agree. However, as an accountant,
let me say that there are two ways to improve the bottom line: one is
to increase income levels, revenues; the other is to reduce expenses.
They both come out to a desired result.

With regard to the not-for-profits, many of their problems pre-
exist this bill. This bill would make their situation a little worse.

I can say that in my experience the employees of not-for-profit
organizations generally involved in the social services sector are the
lowest paid and they do the most important work. This is a tragedy.
It is a tragedy that with the amount of money allocated by the
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Government of Canada and the provinces, people who are helping
people be better people and help families in need cannot be paid a
fair a reasonable salary. It means that the turnover rate in this sector
is also very high. That is not good for Canada either.

We have to advocate not only for some assistance in this bill for
those who would be under duress because of additional paperwork
and administrative work, which has nothing to do with delivering
services, but also to look at the funding levels provided in existing
federal programs for these important groups and organizations so
that they can sustain a solid staff which has good experience and
continuity. That experience and expertise makes a great deal of
difference in affecting the lives of Canadians in need.

® (1340)

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Madam Speaker, I wish to
thank the member for Mississauga South for shedding some light on
some of the issues to which we should be alert, regarding the reform
of legislation governing not-for-profits.

I am happy to also join the debate today on Bill C-4, an act
respecting not-for-profit corporations and certain other corporations.
As others have pointed out, this bill is very similar to a bill
introduced in 2004 that sought to streamline and reform the
regulatory framework of federally incorporated not-for-profits. It
seems to me that many of the concerns at that time remain and for
that reason I think this bill needs some careful examination.

With job losses growing on a daily basis and our social support
networks struggling, the work of non-profit organizations is needed
now more than ever. Non-profits in my riding of Halifax provide
front line services, advocate for those in need, research new ideas,
and protect and promote local culture. It is worth noting that smaller
provinces like Nova Scotia actually have higher numbers of non-
profits relative to their populations.

I would like to take a moment to highlight some of the work that
these organizations are doing to make this point really clear.
Canada's non-profit and voluntary sector is the second largest in the
world after the Netherlands. There are an estimated 161,000 non-
profits and charities in Canada, and half of these are run entirely by
volunteers. About 19,000 of those not-for-profits are incorporated
under federal law. Two million people in Canada are employed by
not-for-profits, making this sector one of the largest employers in
Canada. The non-profit sector represents 7.8% of our GDP, which is
larger than the auto and manufacturing sectors.

Legislative measures that seek to make it easier for these
organizations to work are welcome. However, when looking at the
proposals in Bill C-4, we have to ensure that any reforms help rather
than hinder this vital sector. I have worked with a lot of non-profits
in the past and when they have encountered problems with their
governance structures, it hurts these organizations and can hurt them
for years to come, but it can also devastate the local communities
relying on those organizations.
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Canadians can be proud about our place internationally. We have
literally thousands of volunteers and workers running services in this
country that we have all come to know well. The minister herself put
it best when she was introducing this bill earlier in the week. She
said:

There is widespread recognition of the importance of strengthening Canada's not-
for-profit sector, including the social purpose enterprises that form its backbone.
These organizations are an important pillar of the economy as a whole. There are
approximately 160,000 not-for-profit organizations operating in Canada. When

universities, colleges and hospitals are included, the 2003 revenues of the sector were
over $136 billion, up from $86 billion in 1997, a decade ago.

I applaud the minister for pointing this out.

However, when we take this bill to committee, we need to ensure
that we consider this legislation with an eye to the diversity of non-
profits across Canada. I applaud any attempt to respond to this
sector's request to reform legislation, but let us ensure that we
consider the impacts that any changes will have on any federally
incorporated non-profit.

While we all share an appreciation of the work of these
organizations, we would do well to remember that non-profit
organizations are constantly faced with funding shortages. I hope
that while we debate this bill, and this sector gains some attention in
the House, that we keep funding top of mind. The bill, as presented,
seeks to apply blunt regulatory reforms on all federally regulated
non-profits. What is not present in the bill is accommodation for the
diversity in both size and scope of the organizations in question.

While from a law-making standpoint a one-size-fits-all approach
might seem a lot easier, it is not always in the best interests of the
sectors affected. In consultations, representatives from the sector
have outlined a number of regulatory concerns. This bill only deals
with a narrow band of those issues. At the top of that list was
securing long-term, stable financing, something that is not dealt with
by Bill C-4.

®(1345)

Many parliamentarians have been members of boards and non-
profits, whether federally or provincially incorporated. Therefore, I
am sure the need for stability is clear to them.

When non-profits can see that they will be funded consistently
over a set number of years, their program can be more
comprehensive and their financial planning can be less ad hoc and
more accountable. This accountability is exactly what members of
government have been pointing out as the major intention of Bill
C-4. 1 am hopeful that this aspect will be considered appropriately.

It is worth pointing out that, whether it is an arts organization or a
front line anti-poverty service provider, when funding is unpredict-
able or regulations are too complicated, they can put the work done
in jeopardy. That in turn has a serious impact on the communities
that are clients of the organization. In places like Halifax we cannot
afford to have the work of these organizations hindered.

I would like to take the opportunity to pay tribute to some of these
non-profit organizations that are doing great work in my riding and
highlight the need for continued sustainable funding. The Ecology
Action Centre has acted as a voice for Nova Scotia's environment for
35 years. In 1971 the EAC began working to build a healthier, more

sustainable Nova Scotia. Today it has over a thousand members, 250
volunteers and staff, and 7 active teams and committees. Some of the
amazing successes it has had included the launching of the first
recycling program in Nova Scotia. Now Nova Scotia has a waste
diversion rate higher than any industrialized nation.

The EAC has also successfully advocated for the protection of
25,000 acres of wilderness since 2004. It initiated and now delivers
the HRM by-law restrictions on the cosmetic use of pesticides,
reducing restrictive pesticide permits by 80% since 2004.

It has also created Nova Scotia's first working demonstration of a
green office renovation and it recycled more than 125 pre-1995 cars
through the steer clean program, thus helping to reduce air pollution
by removing high polluting vehicles from the roads in Nova Scotia.

From the environment we move on to the issue of poverty. We
have many amazing not-for-profit poverty organizations in the riding
like Adsum for Women & Children, a non-profit community based
organization that has been active since 1983 in the entire Halifax
region. Currently, there are three facilities run by Adsum. It operates
Adsum House, which is an emergency shelter for women and
children, and it has serviced about 12,000 women and their children
since 1983.

It also has Adsum Court which is a 24-unit apartment complex
located in Dartmouth which is actually across the harbour from the
Halifax riding. Adsum Court is a way to respond to the lack of safe
and affordable housing in the community.

Finally, there is also Adsum Centre which is stage two supportive
housing for women who are looking to achieve their personal
independent living goals. I have done quite a bit of work with
Adsum, with both the staff and the women at Adsum House and
Adsum Centre. I have seen firsthand their amazing work which
represents their values, that dignity, worth and potential of everyone
is important.

We also have quite a few organizations working on the issue of
housing, like the Metro Non-Profit Housing Association. Metro
Non-Profit Housing Association assists single adults who have been
homeless or are at risk of homelessness. It helps these adults create
and maintain their homes. It does not just consider these homes a
place to live. It wants it to be a place to call home so it strives to
create housing units that are safe, secure and comfortable, a place
where its tenants can feel at ease and feel at home. It actually
supports the Shining Lights Choir, which is an amazing choir in
Halifax made up of people who are homeless or who have
experienced homelessness. It sings at quite a few different events
and it is just an outstanding choir in the community.
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Metro Non-Profit Housing Association actually talks about how
some of its tenants have moved on to become entrepreneurs and
some have even graduated from university. Another form of
achievement, on move-in, about 65% of its tenants relied on social
assistance but now only 25% because so many of its tenants have
actually moved into the workforce once they achieved affordable,
stable housing.

We are also very strong in arts in Halifax. I will raise the non-
profit Halifax Dance as an example. It is firmly dedicated to the
development of dance and movement through arts, education,
performance and community development in an environment that
values the diversity and potential of all individuals. Halifax Dance is
amazing. It logs its volunteer hours. It actually calculated that last
year its volunteers logged in over 2,000 volunteer hours. This year is
its 35th anniversary and it is very excited because on February 21 it
is having a black tie event with a very special guest, Karen Kain.

® (1350)

If you have ever been to Halifax, Madam Speaker, and you have
driven past our Citadel, you may have been stopped by a line of
horses crossing the street right in downtown Halifax, and if you
looked to your right you would have actually seen a set of stables.
This the Halifax Junior Bengal Lancers and it was founded as a non-
profit in 1936. It brought life and character to central Halifax through
its stables and horseback riding arenas on Bell Road.

This area has been designated a heritage site recently. While the
facilities are home to 30 horses and about 100 children and adults
who take part in the horseback riding programs, they are also an
integral part to Halifax's prime tourist area which includes the public
gardens and Citadel Hill. We are proud of the fact that we actually
have horses coming along the streets in downtown Halifax. It is
really something.

Every fall in Halifax we also anxiously await the printing of one
particular catalogue. This is a catalogue of movies featured in the
upcoming Atlantic Film Festival. The festival is organized by the
Atlantic Film Festival Association which is a not-for-profit
organization. Members are committed to promoting and building a
strong film industry in Atlantic Canada and presenting the best films
from the region and from around the world to our local community.

Under the umbrella of the non-profit association there are four
main entities: the Atlantic Film Festival itself; Strategic Partners co-
production conference; Viewfinders, which is an international film
festival for youth and it is outstanding, if I do say so myself; and
alFresco Film Festival, which is an outdoor film festival where
movies are projected onto a large building at the waterfront. It is an
extraordinary experience to sit by Halifax Harbour and watch movies
outside under the light of the moon.

Some of the work that I have done in Nova Scotia with our non-
profits has included work with NSRAP, the Nova Scotia Rainbow
Action Project. This non-profit society was formed in 2000, and it
strives to provide a coherent voice for gay, lesbian, bisexual, two-
spirited, transsexual and transgender people, a group that it refers to
as the rainbow community, throughout Nova Scotia. It is pan-Nova
Scotian, but its main office is located in Halifax.
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NSRAP, and its early iterations, has been working since 1995
throughout Nova Scotia as a voice for the rainbow community and
its work is varied. It does political lobbying and legal work, and it
does community building and research. It also tries to play a role as
the public voice for the rainbow community in the media. I have had
the opportunity to do quite a bit of work with its transgender
committee, fighting for the rights of transgendered individuals in
Nova Scotia and across Canada.

We are also the proud home of a strong and proud Black Nova
Scotian community in Halifax and many communities around Nova
Scotia. Many non-profits have formed over time to support and
promote African-Nova Scotian issues, history and culture. One such
organization is the Black Educators Association which was founded
in 1969 to assist African-Nova Scotian communities develop
strategies toward an equitable education system.

Demonstrating a strong commitment as a grassroots organization,
the BEA also coordinates its efforts with government departments,
community groups, parent associations, school boards and other
educational bodies. It has been involved in establishing many
different projects and programs which include a bursary fund,
regional educators program, advocates for black teachers, adult
education and cultural academic enrichment programs.

Some of our non-profit work in Halifax also focuses on theatre
and great literary works like the non-profit organization Shakespeare
by the Sea. It is actually like a dream that has become a reality. It
provides accessible, informative, spicy, edgy, thought-provoking
productions of the works of William Shakespeare. It was started in
1994 when a group of artists were invited to perform in Point
Pleasant Park on a volunteer basis and with no publicity, just word of
mouth, these performances attracted an audience of over 2,500 in
just one weekend. So with resounding support from the community
and excellent critical notices the Shakespeare by the Sea Theatre
Society was incorporated in 1994.

® (1355)

Many of these performances are held in Point Pleasant Park, right
on the banks of the harbour, but are also held on barges that float in
the harbour. It has been really innovative in its performances.

It has pioneered a walk-about theatre on the east coast, with
landmark productions in the Martello Tower. It has done Martello
Tower Hamlet and Martello Tower MacBeth. It did at Sandford
Fleming Tower and Henry Vand King Lear at the Halifax Citadel. It
has been able to work with national landmarks in Halifax to
showecase its performances. I have had the opportunity to see several
of the performances over the years, and I applaud the work it does.
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The riding of Halifax is not just the city of Halifax. It includes
many other communities, like Sambro or Ketch Harbour. It also
includes a very large community called Spryfield, which is home to
several non-profit organizations that do great work, like the Boys
and Girls Club of Spryfield, which was started because of a need for
more programs for children and youth in the Spryfield community. It
is a non-profit community based organization. It provides social
recreational and educational programming for children and youth.
The programs are identified and brought forward by community.

Also in Spryfield is the Urban Farm Museum Society. This society
works to celebrate and promote the agricultural heritage of the
community, which is now like a suburb of Halifax. It promotes rural
traditions in urban places. The society has established a working
farm in Spryfield, right in urban Halifax. It continues the agricultural
tradition of this area.

The farm operates on three acres of old Kidston family fields.
Through a variety of interpretative programs, hands-on workshops,
demonstrations and school programs, the society produces food,
offers a teaching venue and promotes local foods that are in season.
It also does things like clearing pastures, rejuvenating the orchard
and reconstructing old farm buildings. It is quite a feat considering
this farm is in downtown Halifax.

What do all of these organizations have in common? They all need
funding. They work hand to mouth. Sometimes they get funding
from the federal government, sometimes from the provincial
government. They rely on donations. They are going from season
to season to see if they can manage to cobble together some
programs to meet the needs of the communities they are trying to
serve.

The lack of commitment to stable funding for non-profit
organizations applies whether these organizations are provincially
or federally incorporated. Bill C-4 does not address the issue of
funding, but it is important to always have this in mind when we
speak in the House and it is important to raise a discussion about
sustainable funding for these organizations.

With regard to Bill C-4, the one-size-fits-all nature of the federal
regulatory reforms could pose a significant problem for federally
regulated non-profit organizations. Smaller organizations simply do
not have the resources to comply with some of the reforms outlined.
It is obvious that a smaller federally regulated organization cannot
maintain membership lists in the same way a major organization like
the United Way can.

I would like to express my agreement that regulatory changes are
needed for this sector. However, any discussion of changes must
consider the lack of stable funding with which these groups are
faced. I trust the bill will be thoroughly examined at committee and
that we can pass a bill that will be in the best interest of this truly
Canadian sector.

Hon. Keith Martin (Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I would like to ask my colleague a couple of questions.

Does she not think that there is a great opportunity for the
government to implement changes to the tax code that would allow
Canada to have the same type of powerful foundations like they have
in the United States, which are generators of money, not only for

non-profit organizations but also larger initiatives in research and
development? In fact, foundations in the U.S. allow substantial sums
of money to move forward, for example, the Gates Foundation, the
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation and others, that
fund not only Canadians who do great work abroad but also other
people from various countries.

Does the hon. member believe that here is a missed opportunity
for the government to do this, and that it should introduce elements
within the bill to allow foundations to have the same type of
structure and power that they have in the U.S.?

® (1400)

Ms. Megan Leslie: Madam Speaker, earlier when the member for
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca addressed the House, some of his ideas
were very interesting to me. I absolutely think this should be
discussed at committee. There could be options for this.

I believe many of these non-profit organizations are doing the
work that the government should be doing. For example, the steer
clean program was mentioned earlier in the House. It is helping to
reduce the impacts of climate change, keeping our Kyoto
commitments.

While exploring a different tax regime for non-profits might be
one thing to look at, we need to also consider how to better fund
these organizations that do such great work.

Ms. Niki Ashton (Churchill, NDP): Madam Speaker, I thank my
colleague for truly painting a 3-D portrayal of some of the really
exciting work that non-profit organizations do in her constituency of
Halifax. I look forward to going there and seeing it up close.

My question stems from my experience in working with non-
profit organizations in my home area, specifically the Thompson
Crisis Centre in Thompson, Manitoba. This is a women's shelter and
it has gone above and beyond to provide some of the basic services
that women's shelters struggle to offer. The centre is facing some real
hardships in terms of possible cutbacks to federal programs, which
assist in delivering child care services while women are being
counselled. All of us recognize the need for child care in these types
of centres if appropriate counsel is to be available for clients.

The difficulty that non-profit organizations such as this one and
others encounter is the need to advocate politically to address
funding cutbacks and to fight so these cutbacks do not occur. There
must be a recognition of the important voice these non-profit
organizations must have. They need to point out the gaps and the
need for government to step up in terms of its responsibility and
support for the important work they do in our communities.

Could I hear the member's thoughts on the political advocacy
piece and how this legislation stands to pose some problems in that
area?

Ms. Megan Leslie: Madam Speaker, I thank the member for her
interesting story, describing what is happening in Thompson.
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Similarly, in the riding of Halifax, Spryfield lost its one and only
licensed non-profit daycare, so there is very little child care in that
community.

I have worked with a lot of women who are on welfare. Even
though they had a job at one point, they went back on welfare
because they could not afford to work and pay child care. At least if
they collected welfare, their children were safe for the day. These
women are desperate for work, and there is way too many of them.

Even though these organizations need more federal funding, or
sometimes provincial funding, the problem is they are afraid to do
advocacy work around these issues. There is a limited amount of
advocacy work they can do under the Charities Act, but they are
afraid of crossing the line. I have had organizations tell me they do
not want to sign a letter to government saying that this is an
important issue or that they need more funding for X and Y because
then they might lose their charitable status.

It is a bit of a crime if people have to depend on charity to take
care of their children and to fund child care.

There are definitely some problems. There is some pretty
profound reluctance by organizations to embark on this kind of
advocacy, which is why it is important for us to raise it in the House.

® (1405)

Hon. Keith Martin: Madam Speaker, our communities face real
problems around poverty, homelessness and substance abuse, things
in which the member has an interest. We all know the plague this has
on our communities.

There is a project in Vancouver run by the outstanding researcher
Dr. Julio Montaner, who is now the president of the world HIV-Aids
continuum and one of the best researchers in the world. The NAOMI
project is a narcotics substitution project. It essentially gives people
legal narcotics and disengages them from committing crimes, going
out on the street, sharing needles and accessing heroin and other
narcotics illegally.

This project has allowed some of the toughest narcotic abusers in
Vancouver to get back on their feet and to integrate and become a
part of society. It disengages them from organized crime and
criminal behaviour and allows them to access medical care.

Does my friend believe that projects like the NAOMI project, as
part of a harm reduction strategy, should be widely available? Should
the government terminate its ideological approach to these harm
reduction strategies that have proven to work? Should the
government halt its legal attempt to block Insite, NAOMI and other
harm reduction strategies that have proven to save lives, reduce harm
and reduce cost to the taxpayer?

Ms. Megan Leslie: Madam Speaker, I am aware of projects like
the NAOMI project and Insite. I do quite a bit of work with
Direction 180 in Halifax, which is a low threshold methadone clinic.

Working with people with opiate addiction is a pretty intense
environment in which to work. There are a lot of barriers and
struggles faced by those clients, yet I have seen them succeed. I have
seen them, as the member put it, move back into society, get jobs and
get apartments. Maybe more important, I have seen people not die.
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I go to way too many memorial services for clients of Direction
180 who have not been successful. There was a homeless memorial
just last week for people who had died as a result of homelessness or
who did not make it through these kinds of harm reduction
programs.

I am absolutely in support of harm reduction. These are wonderful
projects. They should be funded not just to get people off the streets
and back into the workforce, but also to stop them from dying.

Mr. Mario Silva (Davenport, Lib.): Madam Speaker, [ quite
enjoyed the remarks of the hon. member, especially her reference to
the arts communities and issues affecting gays and lesbians in her
city of Halifax, which I think would be no different than many cities
across the country, like the city of Toronto.

I know the arts community plays a valuable role, especially in the
non-profit area, and we want to ensure that this legislation does not
burden these wonderful community groups, which are doing great
work for us.

Does she share those views?

Ms. Megan Leslie: Madam Speaker, the short answer is yes, [
absolutely agree with the hon. member.

I do know quite a few arts organizations in our riding that really
struggle, not just to make ends meet but to get all the paperwork
done so they can continue to see another day and remain a non-profit
organization or a charity.

Mr. Bruce Hyer (Thunder Bay—Superior North, NDP):
Madam Speaker, I was very impressed with the comments by the
hon. member for Halifax in many areas. I was particularly taken by
her comment that our non-profit groups across Canada are doing the
work that government used to do, should be doing and recently has
not been doing adequately. It is particularly important that we
support our non-profits across Canada in every non-bureaucratic way
that we can.

The proposed Bill C-4 has a very narrow scope. It deals only with
regulatory reform for non-profit corporations. Despite that, it
manages to be incredibly lengthy. Reform is necessary. Better
regulations are definitely needed, but not simply more.

I have two problems with this bill. First, it does not deal with the
important reforms that this sector has wanted. Second, I have
problems with the way it carries out the changes it does deal with.

Regarding my first point, this bill does not address the major
concerns of the non-profit sector. Through years of consultations,
including the voluntary sector initiative and its government
counterpart, groups in the sector have made it very clear that they
want and need the following: clarification and improvements in the
charitable status process, help to secure stable and long-term
financing and help to address advocacy needs. It is unclear how
this bill will help them in these areas.
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In the voluntary sector initiative's final report, the need for support
for financial accountability and reform for the sector is clear. They
ask for assistance in identifying and developing tools for financial
management. They ask for accountability and the assistance to gain
skills in these areas. This bill fundamentally changes the financial
accountability of the sector, but training and skills development do
not seem to be a part of the government's plan.

Non-profits have been clear that after years of reduced funding
and less-secure funding, they need the means to conduct their
businesses through social entrepreneurship in a more streamlined
manner. Non-partisan political advocacy is currently ruled by what is
commonly called the 10% rule, meaning that no more than 10% of
any non-profit's efforts can go towards political advocacy. The sector
remains concerned that this is an arbitrary number, difficult to
measure and subject to abuse. The right of an organization to bear
public witness on an issue that impacts their goals should not be
marginalized.

A healthy civil society depends on not-for-profits being allowed to
address the issues that are fundamental to their existence in the first
place and to educate the general public, the media and the
government. Charitable tax status is a long and complicated process.
There are complaints that this process can take months or even years
longer than it is supposed to. It is a complicated process that leaves
too much room for error, delay and perhaps abuse. This bill does
nothing to ease that process.

Non-profits have been clear that they want and need tax relief for
volunteers. According to Imagine Canada, as the hon. member for
Halifax has pointed out, the non-profit and volunteer sector is the
second-largest per capita in the world, contributing over 7% to our
gross domestic product. This sector has long been supported by
some type of government tax incentive program.

I know that Canada's voluntary sector was not hoping for a
complicated legalization of Robert's Rules of Order. 1 am finding it
hard to see how 170 pages of complex new regulations, replacing a
few pages in part II of the current Canada Corporations Act, could
make life much easier for our non-profits and the volunteers who
often run them.

If the government would be willing to spend as much time dealing
with issues important to the sector as it has on regulating it, we could
have a stronger voluntary sector in Canada. We do not need
restrictive and complicated regulations that will all but exclude lay
people from starting or running charities and non-profits.

® (1410)

In Thunder Bay—Superior North, we have various groups. The
Royal Canadian Legion is in Geraldton, Marathon, Nipigon and
throughout the region. We have Environment North, northwestern
Ontario's long-standing voice for the environment. We have the
Canadian Mental Health Association. We have PACE, People
Advocating for Change through Empowerment, in Thunder Bay. We
have NOSA, the Northwestern Ontario Sportsmen's Alliance. These
are the kinds of groups that need support, not hindrance.

The second group is found in some of the rules and loopholes that
this bill sets down. After we had the do-not-call registry debacle,
which is achieving the opposite of what was intended in that people

on the list are receiving more telemarketer calls, not fewer,
Canadians are right to be wary of any more government regulations
that will make it easier for people or organizations to access our
private information.

Subclause 23(2) of the proposed bill gives debt obligation holders
of the non-profit organization or any member within it access to the
entire membership list in one convenient package. This is very
worrisome. Anyone could sign up as a member, sign a form and
access the whole membership list of, for example, the Canadian Red
Cross. Who knows where that information would go? Foreign
individuals or groups engaged in these activities would be virtually
impossible to prosecute. This issue of privacy violation should be
scrutinized carefully.

Regulatory reform would be a minor improvement for the non-
profit sector, but it is not their main priority. Special attention must
be paid to strengthening the privacy of member lists and minimizing
the regulatory burden imposed on non-profits by this voluminous
legislation.

I hope that our House members will pay due diligence to these
concerns in committee.

o (1415)

Ms. Judy Wasylycia-Leis (Winnipeg North, NDP): Madam
Speaker, I am very happy to have a few minutes to speak to the bill,
because it has such a bearing, as members have heard, on all the
communities we represent.

As members of Parliament, we work every day with the non-profit
community and with the voluntary sector. We know how important
volunteers are to the provision of services in our communities, and
we know just how important it is to have a strong working
relationship between the non-profit sector and government and
parliamentary representation.

Many colleagues have heard how vital the non-profit sector is in
our ridings, and my riding is no different. In fact, without the non-
profit sector, very many vital services and commitments would not
be fulfilled, because government is just not doing its job in some
very key areas.

The contribution made to the economy by thousands and
thousands of volunteers in this country has been mentioned over
and over again. It has been estimated that the voluntary sector
accounts for about 8% of GDP. We could imagine that the House
should be gripped with the very notion of supporting the non-profit
sector, and perhaps Bill C-4 is one way of doing it.

However, I would question the priority of the government in
proceeding with Bill C-4 without looking at the very important
relationship between the Government of Canada and the non-profit
sector.
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Where is the relationship? What is the relationship? Where is the
minister responsible? Where is the money set aside for building that
relationship? Whatever happened to the 2001 accord, an accord
between the Government of Canada and the voluntary sector? It was
an accord that set out very clear requirements for government and the
voluntary sector to build a relationship, to build a common approach
to supporting the voluntary non-profit sector to nourish the values of
cooperation, collaboration and transparency.

Perhaps some parts of Bill C-4 are very much in line with what the
voluntary sector has requested, but I do not believe they expected
this to be done in the absence of real support for the non-profit
sector. I do not believe they thought they would be doing it on their
own.

We are in a time of economic crisis. All our communities are
struggling at a time when the non-profit community is in deep
trouble because people do not have the resources, the time or the
energy to contribute to the non-profit and voluntary sector as they
have in the past.

We are at a critical moment. More than ever, we need the
Government of Canada to work hand in hand with the voluntary
sector, with the volunteers who slug it out, day in and day out, in
their communities right across this country. They do not need
rhetorical statements about support. They need real, substantive
action.

At one time there was the beginning of a relationship between the
non-profit sector and the Government of Canada. At one point, not
too many years ago, a sum of $150 million was set aside for building
that relationship, for ensuring that there was collaboration between
all government departments and the non-profit sector, and my
Liberal colleagues should remember it because they were part of the
government at the time.

There was in fact the beginning of a system through which each
department and each minister would have some capacity for reaching
out and nurturing, nourishing and building the non-profit commu-
nity. Where is that? Have we heard? Where is the money? Where is
the commitment? Who is the minister responsible? Is there a minister
responsible who believes in this? Is there a minister who actually
gets it, in terms of the notions of cooperation and collaboration with
the non-profit sector? Is there someone working there to ensure that
we build capacity, that we support volunteer groups, that we
encourage volunteerism in our society without leaving them high
and dry?

I think the opposite is happening. At the very time that our
charitable sector is under pressure because people just do not have
the same kind of money to make donations, the government is
cutting back in all areas of the volunteer and non-profit sector, areas
where they have made a huge difference in terms of helping people
through the worst of times and the best of times.

® (1420)

All I need to do is look at the budget and know the impact of the
government's direction on the non-profit voluntary sector. In the
Department of Health alone, we are looking at departmental
cutbacks of $42.7 million in this fiscal year, $52.9 million in the
next year and $72.2 million after that. Where do we think that will
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come from? What will that mean in terms of support for the non-
profit sector? What will that mean for services no longer provided by
either the government or the non-profit sector?

We have been through this before many times. We have seen the
government attempt to slash, hack and burn the literacy program.
With much pressure and support from community groups, the
Conservatives put back some of that, but we have seen the pattern
and we know what is likely to come unless we are vigilant.

We have seen it with the HIV-AIDS community and all of the
prevention program cuts. We know that valued women's health
programs are possibly on the chopping block and many other
programs that work with communities in terms of providing vital
services, linking up with government to ensure that government
programs are delivered in the most effective way and in fact building
capacity so that people become less and less reliant upon
government in some instances.

I fear that this approach is tantamount to telling the non-profit
sector that it is on its own, without the support of government. There
is no real relationship between the government and the voluntary
sector.

Perhaps a member of the government could tell us where the 2001
accord is, which was the result of months and months of consultation
between the government and the voluntary sector. We ended up with
an accord that enunciated the vision of the voluntary sector and made
a commitment between the two parties, the government and the non-
profit sector, to work together to develop the framework for an
ongoing partnership, a permanent relationship, and to put in place
proper processes.

We are left with these questions. Where is the accord? Where is
the money that helps build the relationship? Where is the minister
responsible? Where is there a focus in every department for doing
just this? How can we believe that Bill C-4 will enhance and support
the non-profit sector if we do not have any kind of indication from
the government that it is prepared to put some money where its
mouth is, especially at a time when it appears to be reaching deep
into departmental spending lines and cutting where it hurts the most
in terms of our voluntary, non-profit sector?

We have seen time and time again examples of that. Every day
that we deal with constituents, we know that groups are hamstrung
by the fact that they are either being cut back or are trying to get
charitable status but cannot because the government has some notion
that the very notion of advocacy is political, that it is bad and that if
we advocate for and work with our constituents to help them help
themselves to build capacity, that is bad, wrong and no good.
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In fact, that is one of the issues in the bill that needs to be
addressed. How is it that even with the 10% rule in terms of
advocacy, the government still continues to question groups that
meet that 10% bar but are still accused of not doing strictly charitable
work because it borders too much on helping people to speak up,
advocating for others and working with communities so they
cooperate on big projects in order to overcome some very deep-
rooted systemic issues, whether we are talking about economic or
social issues, or we are talking about the ability of a community to
practise its traditions according to its heritage and with all the
cultural celebration that is part of it.

I have yet to hear in this debate any commitment from the
government to the non-profit sector. Before we go any further with
the bill, I would like to see the government come forward with a plan
that tells us exactly what happened to the 2001 accord. Is it just
gathering dust somewhere? Is there some plan to bring it forward, to
rekindle the relationship between government and the non-profit
sector, to restore some sense of confidence that in fact the
government believes in people who have spent hours donating their
time and their money but are faced with a government and a political
climate where there is just not that faith or belief in the non-profit
voluntary sector?

® (1425)

What is key is the sense from government that what volunteers do
matters, that it matters when people use their free time, money and
other resources to contribute to the life of a community, whether it is
economic, social, cultural, educational or spiritual. We can address
every one of those topics in the context of Bill C-4 and yet we have
not heard one word from the government on how it intends to instill
the feeling in our communities that what they do matters, that they
are part of the economy; 8% of the GDP. Can members imagine?

At a time of economic crisis, when we want to stimulate and kick-
start the economy, is it not important for community groups to have
the necessary resources to provide the voluntary services that they
are so good at, that saves government money in the long run, that has
enormous spinoffs in terms of the creation of jobs and economic
activity, in terms of purchase power and in terms of the feeling of
confidence and self-worth where one can go out into the community
and play a solid role and give back one's talents?

I think it is awfully strange that, in this time of economic crisis, we
do not have a government with a vision on this front. We need that
vision. We do not just need a bill that says that we will put in place
some rules to ensure there is tough transparency and regulation and
to ensure everything is above board and there are no problems.

Ironically, we are talking about getting tough with the non-profit
voluntary sector while the government sits back and does nothing
about the excesses of the for-profit sector. Why is there no initiative
on the part of the government like President Obama is doing in the
United States to crack down on corporations and corporate CEOs'
salaries and perks? Why are we not doing something that actually
makes a difference in terms of sending a message to Canadians?
Why are the profits of bank managers and CEOs so high at a time
when they are refusing to pass on the savings to consumers that the
government gives them through reduced interest rates? Why are we
not starting to look at what is really fair in society today? What is fair
is, in fact, to support the non-profit sector while cracking down on
the excesses of the for-profit community.

[Translation]

The Acting Speaker (Ms. Denise Savoie): It being 2:30 p.m.,
this House stands adjourned until Monday next at 11 a.m., pursuant
to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 2:30 p.m.)
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Easter, Hon. Wayne ..........c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Malpeque .......ooovviiinine.. Prince Edward Island Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark .........ccooiiiiiiiiiiii i Sydney—Victoria ............... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Faille, Meili........oooiiiiiiiii e Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec .....vviiii..... BQ
Fast, Ed .....ooiiiii Abbotsford ...................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills
Development. ......oouuieii e Haldimand—Norfolk ........... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance............................... Whitby—Oshawa ............... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Charleswood—St. James—
Assiniboia ...l Manitoba ................. CPC
Folco, Raymonde ............cooiiiiiiii Laval—Les fles ................. Québec ......ooiiiiiin. Lib.
Foote, Judy .....cooueiiii Newfoundland and
Random—Burin—St. George's Labrador.................. Lib.
Freeman, Carole..........oouiiiiiiiiiii i Chateauguay—Saint-Constant.. Québec ................... BQ
Fry, Hon. Hedy .......ooouiiiiii e Vancouver Centre ............... British Columbia ........ Lib.
Gagnon, ChIiStiane. . ........oovuuteeiit i Québec........oovviiiiiiiiiin Québec ........eviinn.... BQ
Galipeau, Royal ... Ottawa—Orléans................ Ontario .........oeeeennnes CPC
Gallant, Cheryl ..o Renfrew—Nipissing—
Pembroke................ool Ontario ..........cc.eenet CPC
Garneau, MArC...........uiiiiee ettt et eaaas Westmount—Ville-Marie ........ Québec ........eviin..... Lib.
Gaudet, ROZET ...t Montcalm....................... Québec ......ooviiiinn. BQ
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages..... Saint Boniface................... Manitoba ................. CPC
Godin, YVON ... e Acadie—Bathurst ............... New Brunswick.......... NDP
Goldring, Peter ..o Edmonton East.................. Alberta .................el CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana ...............ccovviiiiiiiiiiennnnn... Wascana .........ccooeeeeeiii... Saskatchewan ............ Lib.
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology). Cambridge....................... Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
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Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

Works and Government Services and to the Minister of National Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-

RevenuUe ... ..o Chaudiére........................ Québec ......ccvvvinn.... CPC
Gravelle, Claude ............. it i Nickel Belt ...................... Ontario ................... NDP
Grewal, NINA ...t Fleetwood—Port Kells ......... British Columbia ........ CPC
Guarnieri, Hon. Albina ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiii Mississauga East—Cooksville . Ontario ................... Lib.
GUAY, MONIQUE ..ttt et e et e eiee e anaeens Riviére-du-Nord................. Québec .....vviiiiiinnnn BQ
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women) ........ Simcoe—Grey .........evennnn. Ontario ........coeeennnns CPC
Guimond, Claude ...t Rimouski-Neigette—

Témiscouata—Les Basques .... Québec ................... BQ
Guimond, Michel .......... i Montmorency—Charlevoix—

Haute-Cote-Nord................. Québec ......ooviiiinnn BQ
Hall Findlay, Martha ... Willowdale ...................... Ontario ...........c.oeeen. Lib.
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister.......................... Calgary Southwest.............. Alberta ...........c.oo.el CPC
Harris, Jack ... ..o Newfoundland and

St. John's East................... Labrador.................. NDP
Harris, Richard ..... ... ... . il Cariboo—Prince George ....... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hawn, Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National

DEfence .....oonniiii Edmonton Centre ............... Alberta ...........ooo.ael CPC
Hiebert, RUSS ...ouueiii i South Surrey—White Rock—

Cloverdale ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
Hoback, Randy ... Prince Albert .................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Hoeppner, Candice ..........coviuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e Portage—Lisgar................. Manitoba ................. CPC
Holder, Ed ... London West .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Holland, Mark .........coooiiiiiiiii e Ajax—Pickering ................ Ontario ........oovveennnns Lib.
Hughes, Carol .........cooiiiiii Algoma—Manitoulin—

Kapuskasing..................... Ontario ................... NDP
Hyer, Bruce.......oooiii Thunder Bay—Superior North. Ontario ................... NDP
Ignatieff, Michael, Leader of the Opposition.......................... Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ........oovveennnns Lib.
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport,

Infrastructure and Communities ..............covvviveiieieiiiinnnn.. Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ................... CPC
Jennings, Hon. Marlene.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, Notre-Dame-de-Grace—

Lachine .......................... Québec ................... Lib.
Julian, Peter. ... ..o Burnaby—New Westminster ... British Columbia ........ NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—

ANA OCEANS ...uuetttttt ittt MIiSSION «..eveeeiiiieiiie e British Columbia ........ CPC
Kania, ANAIeW .......ooiiiiiiiiii e Brampton West.................. Ontario ...........ccoeee... Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. Jim ... Scarborough—Agincourt ....... Ontario .........oceeennnns Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade ......o.oeiiiniii e South Shore—St. Margaret's ... Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Kennedy, Gerard ...........c.ooiiiiiiiiii Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario .........o.eeennnns Lib.
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and

MulticulturaliSm . .........oeeie e Calgary Southeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas).. Thornhill......................... Ontario ............c.o.e.n. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans

AfTAITS . oo West Nova..........oovevvinnnn Nova Scotia.............. CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human

Resources and Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour Souris—Moose Mountain ...... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Kramp, Daryl.... ..o Prince Edward—Hastings ...... Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Laforest, Jean-Yves ........oouiiiiiiiii e Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec .......vvvinn.... BQ
Laframboise, Mario ..........coouiieeiiiiiiiiie i eiieeeiineenns Argenteuil—Papineau—

Mirabel ...l Québec ........evvvnn.... BQ
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Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...

Lalonde, Francine ..............cooiiiiiiiiiii il
Lauzon, GUY ...t e

Lavallée, Carole .......oooiiiiiiiiii e
Layton, Hon. Jack...........oooiiii s

Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development
Agency of Canada for the Regions of Quebec).....................

LeBlanc, Hon. DOmInicC .........ccooeieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaaaaaaans
Lee, DErek ..o
Lemay, Marc ...

Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
AGEICUITUTE . ..o e

Leslie, Mean .......ooiinuiiiii e
Lessard, YVes . ...oooiiiiii i
LEVESQUE, YVOI ...ttt et e et e e e e

Lobb, Ben .. ..o

Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the
Government in the House of Commons ...................c.oeenne.

Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Sport) .............coevvvnnnen...
Lunney, James..........uoieiiiiiiiii e
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ...........oooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ...

MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for

the Atlantic GateWAY .......covvrieeiiteeiiiee e iiieeeiieeeanaeenns

MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public

2 2 P
Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ...
Malo, LUC. ..o
Maloway, JIM.......oiiti ittt
Mark, InKy ..o e

Marston, Wayne .........c..uuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e
Martin, Hon. Keith..............ooo
Martin, Pat........ooooiiiiii
Marting TONY . ....uueteett ettt e e e e e e eeaaas
Masse, Brian. ..........oooiiiiiiiiii
Mathyssen, Irene ...........o.ooiiiiiiiiiiii
Mayes, COlIN ....oouiii i
McCallum, Hon. John ...
McColeman, Phil........ ...
McGuinty, David.......cooiiiii
McKay, Hon. John ...
McLeod, Cathy ......coouiiiiii e

McTeague, Hon. Dan ..o
Ménard, Réal ... ... .. .
MENArd, SEIZE ... .uueeit et e
Mendes, Alexandra.............ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii e
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance..

Constituency Constituency
Edmonton—Mill Woods—
Beaumont......................L Alberta ..................
La Pointe-de-I'le................ Québec .........ooeeniin,
Stormont—Dundas—South

Glengarry ........oooevviiiinnnn. Ontario ........ooeeeennn.
Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert. .... Québec .........oeenn.ln
Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario ..................
Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean...... Québec .................
Beauséjour..............oooeel New Brunswick.........
Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ..................
Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec .....vvvniinnnn
Glengarry—Prescott—Russell . Ontario ..................
Halifax.............ooooiiiia, Nova Scotia.............
Chambly—Borduas.............. Québec ......ooouiinan
Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik

—Eeyou ..., Québec ....ovvnviinnn...
Huron—Bruce................... Ontario ..................
Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Centre......ooovvvniiiniiiean. Saskatchewan ...........
Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia .......
Nanaimo—Albemi.............. British Columbia .......
Cardigan............c.ooeeeinnn. Prince Edward Island
Central Nova .................... Nova Scotia.............
(0):410) (¢ I Ontario ..........ceeeuune
Bramalea—Gore—Malton...... Ontario .........o.eeennn.
Verchéres—Les Patriotes........ Québec ......oooviiinin
Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................
Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette..........ccevvieneen.n. Manitoba ................
Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ..................
Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ...... British Columbia .......
Winnipeg Centre................ Manitoba ................
Sault Ste. Marie................. Ontario ..................
Windsor West ................... Ontario ..................
London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..................
Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia .......
Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ..................
Brant...........oooooi Ontario .........oceeennne
Ottawa South.................... Ontario .........oeeeennne
Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ..................
Kamloops—Thompson—

Cariboo ......ccoviiiiiiiaa British Columbia .......
Pickering—Scarborough East.. Ontario ..................
Hochelaga ....................... Québec ......oviiiiinin.
Marc-Aurele-Fortin ............. Québec .........oennnn
Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec ........ooennnn.
Macleod ..........cccooiiiiin. Alberta ..................

CpPC
BQ

CPC

BQ
NDP

CPC
Lib.
Lib.
BQ

CPC
BQ

BQ
CPC

CPC
CPC
CPC

. Lib.
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Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport).................. Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Miller, Larry .....oovnniii Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ................... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons........... Kingston and the Islands ....... Ontario ................... Lib.
Minna, Hon. Maria. .........oooiiiiiiiiiie i Beaches—East York ............ Ontario ..........ccoeee... Lib.
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Languages. . ..o.uueie et Coquitlam ..................o.eee British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Mourani, Maria..........ooouiuiiiiiiaaa e Ahuntsic ......................... Québec ................... BQ
Mulcair, ThOmas ........eiiireeiiiiiii e e eaans Outremont .............eeveunnnn. Québec .......cvvvnn.... NDP
Murphy, Brian ........ ..o Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe New Brunswick.......... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn ...........cooiiiiiii i Charlottetown ................... Prince Edward Island.... Lib.
MUITAY, JOYCE ..ttt e Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nadeau, Richard..............coooi i, Gatineau ......................... Québec .....oovviiiiinnn BQ
Neville, HOn. ANita ......ooiuiiiiii e Winnipeg South Centre......... Manitoba ................. Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of

(773 T Niagara Falls .................... Ontario ........oovveennnns CPC
Norlock, RICK . ...vueei e Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government

WD Lo Carleton—M ississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly ......ooviiniieiii i Miramichi ..............oooo..L. New Brunswick.......... CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign

ATTAITS ..o Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation ............... Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliphant, Robert....... ..o Don Valley West................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns Lib.
Ouellet, CRriStian. ........ovieeeiiiiiii e e e e Brome—Missisquoi............. Québec .......vvvinn.... BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIINO ......cooiiiiiiiitit e Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-Pierre ..........coouvviiiiiii i Louis-Hébert .................... Québec ....ovvviiinnnn.. BQ
Paquette, Pierre........ooiuiiiiii i Joliette ..........coovvvvnniii.a. Québec ......vvviii..... BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government )

SEIVICES ..ttt ettt e e e Meégantic—L'Erable............. Québec ......ooviiiiiin CPC
Patry, Bernard .........o o Pierrefonds—Dollard ........... Québec ................... Lib.
Payne, LaVar .........ooiiiiiii i Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
Pearson, Glen...... ... London North Centre........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice .... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-

Charles.............cceeeeiiain Québec ......cvviinn.... CPC
Plamondon, Louis...... ... Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ....................... Québec .................. BQ
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and

to the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs........................ Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario .......ooovveennnns CPC
Pomerleau, ROGET ......c.viiiiiii i e Drummond ...................... Québec ..., BQ
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment..................... Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Preston, JOE .. ..o oo Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Proulx, Marcel.........coouiiiiiii i Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ........ovviinn.... Lib.
Rae, Hon. Bob ... ... Toronto Centre .................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Rafferty, John....... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources...................... Halton ........................... Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James .........ooiiiiiiii Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta .................el CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin ........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e Don Valley East................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Rathgeber, Brent ...........ooiiiiiiiiiii i Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ... e Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
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Reid, SCott. .. ..o Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox
and Addington .................. Ontario ................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe...........ccoooiiiiiiii i Wild Rose ............iiin Alberta ................... CPC
Richardson, Lee ......c..oviiiiiiii i Calgary Centre .................. Alberta ................... CPC
Rickford, Greg ........ooiiiniiiiii Kenora.........oooooeviiiiii. Ontario .........oceeeunnes CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and
Minister for the Canadian Wheat Board............................. Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rodriguez, Pablo ... Honoré-Mercier ................. Québec .......vviii..... Lib.
Rota, Anthony .......c.cooiiiiiii Nipissing—Timiskaming ....... Ontario .........ooeeeennns Lib.
ROy, Jean-Yves .....ocooiiiii Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—
Matane—Matapédia ............ Québec .............o..l BQ
Russell, Todd .....ouiiii Newfoundland and
Labrador..................ooc.. Labrador.................. Lib.
Savage, Michael............oooiiiiii i Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ..... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker...........c.ooovviiiiiiiiiiiain. Victoria ....oovevvviiiiiiiiean. British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the
Treasury Board .........c.ooviiiiiii i North Vancouver-................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ..............cooieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian. Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....ooviiiiiiin Lib.
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker..............coocoeiiiiiiianan. Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary ...........eeeiuiiiiiii i Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Sgro, Hon. Judy ....coooeiiiii York West .......ooovvviininnn. Ontario ........coeeeennnns Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................. Egmont ...l Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, Bev ..oueeiiii i Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, DevInder ..........viviiniiiiii e Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
Siksay, Bill ... Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Silva, Mario .......ooviiiiiii i Davenport ................ol Ontario ...............e.n. Lib.
SIMMS, SCOE ..ttt ittt ettt et ettt e e e e eeeeaas Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Simson, Michelle...... ... Scarborough Southwest......... Ontario ................... Lib.
Smith, JOY ..ot Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin..........ooooiiiiiiiii Crowfoot ........ccovvveeeeii... Alberta ................... CPC
St-Cyr, TRICITY ... eveitt e Jeanne-Le Ber................... Québec .....ooviiiiiiin BQ
Stanton, Bruce..........ooooiii i Simcoe North ................... Ontario ................... CPC
Stoffer, Peter. ... ..oooiiii i Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian..........coooiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status
Indians ......ooiii Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sweet, David ..o Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ...........c.o.... CPC
Szabo, Paul ....... ..o Mississauga South .............. Ontario ................... Lib.
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai............cc.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiin, Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Québec ......ooiiiiiinin. BQ
Thibeault, Glenn ... Sudbury.........coooiiiiiiin Ontario ........coeeeennnns NDP
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs................. New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Tilson, David ........ooiiiiiii Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board................... Provencher ...................... Manitoba ................. CPC
TonksS, Alan.......oooiii York South—Weston ........... Ontario ................... Lib.
Trost, Bradley ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trudeau, JUSHI .....ooiuei i Papineau....................oee Québec ......oovviiinn Lib.
Tweed, MEIV ....oooiiiii i Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................. CPC
Uppal, Tim ..o Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
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Valeriote, Francis.............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Guelph.......coooiiiiiiii, Ontario .............o..... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave .......ocooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ..................... York—Simcoe................... Ontario ................... CPC
Vellacott, MaUIICE ......ovuit ittt e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President

of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La

Francophonie ............ooiiiiiiiiii i Louis-Saint-Laurent............. Québec .....vviiiiiinnnn CPC
Vincent, Robert..... ... Shefford ......................... Québec ..., BQ
Volpe, Hon. Joseph ........ccooiiiiiiiiii i Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE ... Burlington ....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the

ENVITONMENT ...\ttt e ee e eans Langley .......coovvvviiiiiinnn British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, ChriS ........o.viiiiiiiieiii i Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, Judy ......ccovviiiiii Winnipeg North................. Manitoba ................. NDP
Watson, Jeff ... .. o EsseX....oooiiiiiiiiiii, Ontario ................... CPC
Weston, JONN ... West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC

Weston, ROANEY .......oouiiiiii i Saint John ....................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiii i Richmond Hill .................. Ontario ................... Lib.
Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism.......... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen.............coooiiiiiiiiiiii Kitchener Centre................ Ontario ................... CPC
Wrzesnewskyj, BOrys ..o Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario .........c......e... Lib.
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversi-

FICALION) .\ttt e e Blackstrap .............oovinnn Saskatchewan ............ CPC
YoUNgG, TerENCE ... uuttt ettt et et e e e Oakville..........ccooeeeiiiiiil. Ontario ................... CPC
Zarac, LIS . ...t LaSalle—Emard................. Québec .....ovviiiiiiinn. Lib.

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: Lib. - Liberal; CPC - Conservative; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; NDP - New Democratic Party; Ind.
- Independent
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ALBERTA (28)
Ablonczy, Hon. Diane, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism) ............. Calgary—Nose Hill ........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Labour...................oooiiiiiiiiiiiinen.. .. Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Casson, RICK ......ueeii Lethbridge .......ccoovviiiiiiis CPC
Dreeshen, Barl .........oooiiiiiiiiii i Red Deer ... CPC
Duncan, LInda ........ooooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviii it e e Edmonton East...................coovnnnn. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Laurie, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ......... Edmonton Centre .................c.o.coeet. CPC
Jean, Brian, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and

(703 4107001310 F 15 (<2 Fort McMurray—Athabasca .............. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism .... Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry ...................... Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Menzies, Ted, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance .................... Macleod ......coovviiiiiii CPC
Merrifield, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Transport) ............c.ccovveiiiiiiiiinne... Yellowhead ..............cc.oooiiil. CPC
Obhrai, Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs ......... Calgary East..........c..oooooiiii. CPC
Payne, LaVar. ... ..o Medicine Hat...............oooiiiiiie CPC
Prentice, Hon. Jim, Minister of the Environment ..................cooooiii... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
RaJotte, JameS. ...t Edmonton—Leduc ........................ CPC
Rathgeber, Brent.........oviuiii it e e aaas Edmonton—St. Albert..................... CPC
Richards, BIAKe ........ooiiiiiii e Wild ROSE ..o CPC
Richardson, Lee. . ....ooouuiiiiti i e e Calgary Centre .........oovvvvveeinnieennnns CPC
Shory, DeVINAEr. .. ...t Calgary Northeast....................oo..e. CPC
Sorenson, Kevin ........oooiii s Crowfoot.........oovviiiiiii e CPC
Storseth, Brian ..........coooiiiiiii i Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
UPPAl, T ..o Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkenting, CRris .. ... e Peace River.................coooiiiiiii. CPC
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
Abbott, Hon. Jim, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International

(070 14) 0153 15 ) 3 Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX ... .......uiiiiii it e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Black, Dawn ..o New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Cadman, Dona ........ooiiii e Surrey North ..., CPC
Cannan, ROM ......uuiii e Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CroWder, JEan . .....ooiiii it Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan .......oooiiiiii e e e e eeaeeas Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Cummins, JORN . ... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC
DaVIES, DOM ..ttt e Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
Davies, LibDyY ... Vancouver East............................. NDP

Day, Hon. Stockwell, Minister of International Trade and Minister for the Asia-Pacific
(0211 N Okanagan—Coquihalla .................... CPC
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Dhaliwal, SuKh . ... ... Newton—North Delta ..................... Lib.
Dosanjh, Hon. Ujjal ......ooiniiiii e Vancouver South...................ooi Lib.
Duncan, John, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern

DEVEIOPIMENL . ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e e Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Ed. ..o Abbotsford................o CPC
Fry, Hon. Hedy ..o Vancouver Centre ............cooevuueeennn. Lib.
Grewal, NINQ . .. ...ooooiiii e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, RIChard.........cooiiuiii e e Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
Hill, Hon. Jay, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons................ Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
JUlIAn, Peter .. oo Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
Lunn, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (SPOrt)...........oouvveviiieiiiiiiiiiiieeninnnns Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... CPC
Lunney, James .......oooinniiiii e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
Martin, Hon. Keith ....... ..o Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. Lib.
Mayes, COLIM. ...ttt e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
McLeod, Cathy ......ooniiiii i e Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages ......... Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ..o, CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE . .ottt Vancouver Quadra ...................ooeel Lib.
Savoie, Denise, The Acting Speaker .........oouueiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i VICHOTIA «.vvevieeei i NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board.... North Vancouver........................... CPC
SIKSAY, Bill. . e Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Hon. Chuck, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development and

Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians ....................c..oce. Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon............... CPC
Warawa, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment......... Langley .....ooovvviiiiiiiiii s CPC
WeSton, JONN . ... .o o West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country .........coovvveiiiinian.. CPC

Wong, Alice, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ............................ Richmond.............c..cooo. CPC
MANITOBA (14)
AShton, NIKI ... Churchill..................ii NDP
Bezan, James. ... ..o e Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod .......c.oooiiii i Winnipeg South ...l CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Shelly, Parliamentary Secretary for Official Languages ....................... Saint Boniface...............oooooil, CPC
Hoeppner, CandiCe .........oo.uuiiiiii i e Portage—Lisgar.............coviiiiiiii CPC
Y Y Lok A ' Elmwood—Transcona ..................... NDP
MarK, INKY .ottt e e Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
Marting Pat ... e Winnipeg Centre ..........cooeevvveennnn... NDP
Neville, HON. ANTEA. . ..ottt et e e aee e eaaas Winnipeg South Centre.................... Lib.
SMIth, JOY .ot Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Toews, Hon. Vic, President of the Treasury Board ......................ooooiial. Provencher......................ool CPC
B LY ) o Brandon—Souris................ooool CPC
Wasylycia-Leis, JUdY . ....ooeii Winnipeg North ... NDP
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
ALLET, MIKE ..o Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency).... Fredericton .......................oooit. CPC
D'Amours, Jean-Claude ...t Madawaska—Restigouche................. Lib.
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GOdIN, YVOI ..t e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP
LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ...o.uuueeiit et Beauséjour.........ooooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Rob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice ....................... Fundy Royal ... CPC
Murphy, Brian ......coooiii e Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... Lib.
O'Neill-Gordon, Tilly.......ovuiiiet e e e e e eeaeeas Miramichi..............oooiiiiiiiiiii . CPC
Thompson, Hon. Greg, Minister of Veterans Affairs ..................coooiiiiin. New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
Weston, ROANEY ....ooonniiit it Saint John ............. ... ... CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOLE. ... et e Avalon ... Lib.
Byrne, Hon. Gerry.........oooiiiiiii Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Coady, S10bhan ....... ..o St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... Lib.
Foote, JUAY . ... Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, JaCK ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
RUSSEIL, TOAd ..o Labrador..........coooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
SIMINS, SCOtE ettt Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

WiIndsor. ....oooeeiiiiiiiiii i Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........oueiniiti e Western Arctic .........ooovvvviiinnieannnn. NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Brison, HOn. SCOtt. ..ottt Kings—Hants ................ooooiiii Lib.
Casey, Bill ... Cumberland—Colchester—

Musquodoboit Valley ...................... Ind.
CuzNer, ROAEET ...t e e Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark.........ooiiiiiii e Sydney—Victoria ............ooevviennn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade....... South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
Kerr, Greg, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs.............. West Nova.......ooooiiiiiiiiiine. CPC
Leslie, MEGAN ... ...ttt et e Halifax ........oooiiiiiii s NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of National Defence and Minister for the Atlantic

GAIEWAY - .+ttt ee et ettt e e e e Central Nova .........cooooviiiiiiit. CPC

Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o e Halifax West.............cooiiiiiiiiiil Lib.
Savage, MIchael ...........oiiii i Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ Lib.
StOTfer, Peter ...\ s Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)
Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of Health......................ooo. Nunavut.........ooooiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
ONTARIO (106)
Albrecht, Harold ... ... Kitchener—Conestoga ..................... CPC
Allen, Malcolm . ... e Welland ... NDP
ALLSON, DEAN ..ottt Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
ANGUS, Charlie .......ooii Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
Bains, Hon. Navdeep........ooiuuiiii i Mississauga—Brampton South............ Lib.
Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities............. Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril..........ooiiuiiiiit i e Ottawa—Vanier .............ccoeeveeeee... Lib.
Bennett, HON. Carolyn ........cooiriiiiiieiii it e e e e eaas St.Paul's...cooiii Lib.
Bevilacqua, Hon. Maurizio .........oouiiiiiiiiii i e Vaughan ...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiain, Lib.
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Braid, Peter ... ..o Kitchener—Waterloo...................... CPC
Brown, Gord ... ... Leeds—Grenville ......................... CPC
BroOWn, LOmS ...t e Newmarket—Aurora...................... CPC
Brown, PatriCK .......ooiiii Barrie ..o CPC
Calandra, Paul ..... ... Oak Ridges—Markham .................. CPC
Cannis, JONN .. ..o Scarborough Centre....................... Lib.
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ...................... Oshawa ........oocoviiiiiiiiiii CPC
Charlton, CRIiS. ........iiiit e ettt Hamilton Mountain ....................... NDP
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........ooiiiiiiiii i e Wellington—Halton Hills ................ CPC
(3703 1§ 174 - T PN Trinity—Spadina...................oooll NDP
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii e Hamilton Centre ...................coo.ute NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, Minister of Industry ...........c..oociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien, Parry Sound—Muskoka .................. CPC
ComMArtin, JOC . ...t e Windsor—Tecumseh...................... NDP
Crombie, BONNIE. ... ..o Mississauga—Streetsville................. Lib.
Davidson, PatriCia .........ooiiiuiu Sarnia—Lambton ......................... CPC
Dechert, BOD ... Mississauga—FErindale.................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage ... Peterborough ......................... ... CPC
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ...........ooviuiiiiiiiiiiiie i eaaees. Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ..o Ottawa Centre ...............coovvnnnnn.. NDP
Dhalla, RUDY ...t Brampton—Springdale ................... Lib.
Dryden, Hon. Ken........ooiiiiiii e York Centre ........oooevvviiiiiiiiiiain. Lib.
DUNCAN, KISty .ttt ettt ettt e et et Etobicoke North........................... Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e e St. Catharines .............ccooeeveinne.. CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Human Resources and Skills Development ......... Haldimand—Norfolk ..................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim, Minister of Finance .................ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiin. Whitby—Oshawa ......................... CPC
Galipeau, ROYal.........oiuiii i e Ottawa—Orléans .......................... CPC
Gallant, Cheryl.......ooiiiiii e e e e e e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ........ CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Science and Technology) ................... Cambridge......oooovvieiiiiiieiii e, CPC
Gravelle, Claude ...... ... Nickel Belt .........ccoooviiiiii NDP
Guarnieri, Hon. AIDINa..........ooiiiiiiii e Mississauga East—Cooksville ........... Lib.
Guergis, Hon. Helena, Minister of State (Status of Women)........................... Simcoe—Grey......ovvvviiiiinieann... CPC
Hall Findlay, Martha ........... i e Willowdale ..., Lib.
Holder, Ed. ... London West ...............ocoiviiinnn.... CPC
Holland, Mark .......oooiii e Ajax—Pickering ... Lib.
Hughes, Carol....... .o e Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BIUCE ..ot e Thunder Bay—Superior North........... NDP
Ignatieff, Michael, Leader of the Opposition .............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieaninnnnn. Etobicoke—Lakeshore.................... Lib.
Kania, Andrew ... ... Brampton West............cocovviiiiinin Lib.
Karygiannis, Hon. JIm ... Scarborough—Agincourt ................. Lib.
Kennedy, Gerard............oooiuiiiiiii i Parkdale—High Park ..................... Lib.
Kent, Hon. Peter, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs (Americas) .................... Thornhill ... CPC
Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................ CPC
Lauzon, GUY ......ueeiiit e e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Layton, HOon. Jack .......oooiiiiii e Toronto—Danforth........................ NDP
L, DETCK ..ottt e Scarborough—Rouge River.............. Lib.
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............ CPC
LoD, Ben ..o Huron—Bruce.......................o. .. CPC
MacKenzie, Dave, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety ......... Oxford ......oooeiiiiiii CPC
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Malhi, Hon. Gurbax ..........cooiiiiiii Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. Lib.
Marston, WAYIIE .. ....conntitit et Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Martin, TOMY .. neeeee et e Sault Ste. Marie...........cooovveeiina... NDP
Masse, Brian ........ooooiiiiiii Windsor West ...........cooiiiiiiiiiial NDP
MathySSen, ITeNe. .. ..ottt et London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JoOhn .. ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ..... ... Brant ... CPC
McGuinty, David ........ooiii Ottawa South.............cooeviiiiint. Lib.
McKay, Hon. JONN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
McTeague, HOn. Dan.........ooouiiii i e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. Lib.
MIller, Larry ..o Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Milliken, Hon. Peter, Speaker of the House of Commons ..................coooveen. Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
MiInna, HON. IMarIa . ...ttt et e e Beaches—East York ....................... Lib.
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada.......... Niagara Falls ............cccooviiiiin.. CPC
NOTIOCK, RICK ..o e Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip............. Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oda, Hon. Bev, Minister of International Cooperation .................c.cooeveinee.... Durham ... CPC
Oliphant, RODEIt ... e Don Valley West ........coovvviiiiiainnn Lib.
Pearson, Glen ... ... London North Centre...................... Lib.
Poilievre, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and to the Minister of
Intergovernmental Affairs ...........ooviiiiiiiii e Nepean—Carleton ................cceeennns CPC

PreStON, JOE ..ot Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rae, Hon. Bob ... oo Toronto Centre ...........ccovviiieeeeeaa... Lib.
Rafferty, JOhn ... ..o Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Natural Resources ....................cooiiiiiiiiiaaaa... Halton..................oooiiiiiiiii CPC
Ratansi, Yasmin. . .....uuitii ittt ettt et e Don Valley East............ocooiiiiiiiiie Lib.
REId, SCOLE ...t Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC
RICKIOTd, GIeE ... ..ttt Kenora.......ooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Rota, ANthONY ..o Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. Lib.
Schellenberger, Gary ..........oeeuuieei e e aaas Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
Sgro, Hon. JUdy ..o York West ... Lib.
SIPLEY, BV ittt e Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
T A2 TV, 1 T XN Davenport ........coevviiiiiiiiiiiiiann. Lib.
Simson, Michelle ........ooooiiiiii Scarborough Southwest.................... Lib.
Stanton, BIUCE ...t e Simcoe North .......................ooee. CPC
Sweet, David. ..o Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ........coooiiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Szabo, Paul. .. ... Mississauga South ......................... Lib.
Thibeault, GIENI .. .....cooii i e Sudbury....ocovviiii NDP
TiISOn, David ......cooiiiii Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
TONKS, ALAN .. ... e York South—Weston ...................... Lib.
Valeriote, Francis ..........o.ooiueiiiii i Guelph ... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ..o Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Minister of Public Safety ....................it. York—Simcoe...........oooiiiiiiii L CPC
Volpe, Hon. JOSEph ..o Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... Lib.
Wallace, MIKE. ...ttt Burlington ..o CPC
W atsOmn, Jeft ... ESSEX . it CPC
Wilfert, Hon. Bryon ........oooiiii e Richmond Hill ............................. Lib.
Woodworth, Stephen ..........oouiiii e Kitchener Centre ........................... CPC
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Wrzesnewskyj, BOTys .. ....oiiiii Etobicoke Centre............ccovvuvveennn Lib.
YOUNG, TEIEIICE ...ttt et e Oakville......ooeviiiiiiii CPC
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
Easter, HOn. Wayne ........oouiiiiiii e Malpeque ......ovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. LaWrence. ........ooiuuiiiiiiiii i Cardigan .........oooeviiiiieiiiii ... Lib.
Murphy, Hon. Shawn..........ooiiiiiiiii i e eaas Charlottetown ...........cccevvviviiennn... Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ...............cccoovviiiiiiin.. Egmont ..........coooiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
QUEBEC (75)
ANAIE, GUY .\ttt ettt e et e e ettt e e Berthier—Maskinongé..................... BQ
Arthur, AN ..o oo Portneuf—1Jacques-Cartier ................. Ind.
Asselin, GErard ... . ... Manicouagan ............ooeeeeeiiinieaannn. BQ
Bachand, Claude. ... ... Saint-Jean.....................ooiiiiiiiinnn. BQ
Beaudin, JOSEe ... oo Saint-Lambert .............................. BQ
Bellavance, ANdré ...........ooiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Bernier, HOn. MaxIme. ... ...uuiiiii e Beauce ..........oooiiiii CPC
Bigras, Bernard ........ooo i Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... BQ
Blackburn, Hon. Jean-Pierre, Minister of National Revenue and Minister of State

(0N T <) R Jonquiere—AlIma.................c.ooll. CPC
Blais, Raynald ... Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. BQ
Blaney, Steven .......oooiiii i Lévis—Bellechasse ..................oouuee CPC
Bonsant, France.............oooiii Compton—Stanstead....................... BQ
Bouchard, RODETIt . ... ..o Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... BQ
Boucher, Sylvie, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ....................... Beauport—Limoilou....................... CPC
Bourgeois, DIane .........ooiuiiiiit et e Terrebonne—Blainville .................... BQ
Brunelle, Paule. ... ... Trois-Rivieres ...........ccoovviiiiinee.... BQ
Cannon, Hon. Lawrence, Minister of Foreign Affairs .........................oo.. PontiaC..........oooiiiiiiiiii CPC
Cardin, SEIZE ......einnt ittt e Sherbrooke ............cooooiiil, BQ
Carrier, RODEIT . .....oi e e Alfred-Pellan ............................... BQ
Coderre, HOn. Denis. ... ....ooiiiiiiii i e Bourassa...............oooiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Cotler, HOn. IrWin ... e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Créte, Paul ... Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviere-du-Loup..........oooeiiiiiiiin, BQ

DeBellefeuille, Claude ...........co.ooiuiiiiiii e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... BQ
Demers, NICOIE .....vieiit ittt e e Laval.......oooiiiiiiiiii BQ
Deschamps, JOhAnNe ............oooiiiiiiiii i e Laurentides—Labelle ...................... BQ
Desnoyers, LUC . ....oinit i Riviére-des-Mille-fles...................... BQ
Dion, Hon. StEphane ............ooiiiiiii i Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
DOTION, JEAN ...t Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... BQ
DUCEPPE, GIlleS ...ttt e e Laurie—Sainte-Marie ..................... BQ
DUfour, NICOLAS ... vttt et et e e e e e Repentigny ........coovvvviiiiiiiiiininn, BQ
Faille, Meili ...t Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... BQ
Folco, Raymonde ... ..o Laval—Les fles ............................ Lib.
Freeman, Carole ........oo.uoiiniiii Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. BQ
Gagnon, CHIISHANE .......oeit ettt enas QUEDEC. ... BQ
Garneal, MAIC ..ottt ittt Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Gaudet, ROGET ... Montcalm.........oooviiiiiiiiiiii BQ
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Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and
Government Services and to the Minister of National Revenue ..................... Lotbiniere—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére.... .. CPC
GUAY, MOMIQUE ... vettttt ettt e e ettt e e e et e e e e e e aaeens Riviere-du-Nord..............coooiiiiiin BQ
Guimond, Claude ............oiiiiii i Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les
Basques........coooiiiiiiiii BQ
Guimond, Michel ... ..o Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-
Cote-Nord .....oovvviiiiiiii i BQ
Jennings, Hon. Marlene ...........cooiuiiiiiiii e Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... Lib.
Laforest, JEan-YVes .....o.uuiiiitiiii Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ BQ
Laframboise, Mario.........oouuueeitit e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... BQ
Lalonde, FrancCine. .........ccooviiiiiiiiiniiie e La Pointe-de-ITle..........cocoovieiii i, BQ
Lavallée, Carole ........ooviiiiiiiiiii e Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ BQ
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of State (Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of QUEDEC) .....uuuiiinit i Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
Lemay, Marc .......oeit e Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. BQ
LesSard, YVeS «..netittii et Chambly—Borduas ........................ BQ
VS qUE, Y VO . .ttt ettt et ettt e et e ettt e et e e e et Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. BQ
Malo, LUC . oo Verchéres—Les Patriotes .................. BQ
Meénard, Réal. ... ... ..o Hochelaga .............cooviiiiiii i, BQ
MENATA, SEIZE ...ttt ettt e e Marc-Aurele-Fortin ........................ BQ
Mendes, ALEXaNAra ..........ooiiiiiiiiiii e Brossard—La Prairie ...................... Lib.
Mourani, MATIA ........uuttttit ettt ettt ettt Ahuntsic ... BQ
Mulcair, ThOmaS . ... e e Outremont ..............cciiiiiiiianaaaa... NDP
Nadeau, Richard ....... ... e Gatineau .........oovvviiiiiiiiieeeeeaaaaas BQ
Ouellet, CRIISHAN . ...out e e e Brome—MissiSquOi.......c.eevviuiiiannn.. BQ
Pacetti, MaSSIITIO. . ... v ettt ettt et e et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Paillé, Pascal-PierTe. ... ... .cooiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert ..................oooiiiinnn. BQ
Paquette, PIerTe ......ooiuiiiiii e Joliette ... BQ
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of Public Works and Government Services........ Mégantic—L'Erable ........................ CPC
Patry, Bernard. ... ..o Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... Lib.
Petit, Daniel, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice....................... Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... CPC
Plamondon, LOUIS ........uuiiiiiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Pomerleau, ROZET. ... ..o Drummond .............coooiiiiiii BQ
ProulX, Marcel ... ....ooiiiiiii Hull—Aylmer ..o Lib.
ROAriguez, Pablo ...ttt e e Honoré-Mercier ..........coevvveiiiiiinn.. Lib.
ROV, JOaN-Y VS ..ttt ettt ettt e e e Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—
Matapédia .........oooiiiiiiiii BQ
Scarpaleggia, FTancis ..........coooiiiiiiiii Lac-Saint-Louis ..........cooeeviiiiiiiiin. Lib.
St-Cyr, TRICITY . .. oottt Jeanne-Le Ber............oooooiiiiii BQ
Thi Lac, Eve-Mary Thai ..........coouiiiiii e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... BQ
Trudeau, JUSHIN. . ...oooii i Papineau ..........ooovviiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Verner, Hon. Josée, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs, President of the Queen’s
Privy Council for Canada and Minister for La Francophonie ........................ Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ CPC
Vincent, RODETt ... e e Shefford ... BQ
ZaraC, LIS .o LaSalle—Emard...........ccooeeeeiiii.. Lib.
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources and
for the Canadian Wheat Board ... Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Block, KeILy ...t Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar........... CPC
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Boughen, Ray........cooiiii Palliser........cooovviiiiiiiiiii s CPC
BreftkreUuz, Garry .....ooonueeii i Yorkton—Melville ...................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o Desnethé—M issinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph, Wascana..............ccooiiiiiiiiiii e Wascana ......ooovvviiiiiiiii i Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........ccoiiiiiiiiii i Prince Albert ..............ccooiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Human Resources and

Skills Development and to the Minister of Labour ....................oooiiiiiie Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS .....oouutittit e e aeeas Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food and Minister for the

Canadian Wheat Board...........coooiiiiiiiiiii e Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Andrew, The Deputy Speaker ........cceviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Regina—Qu'Appelle....................... CPC
Trost, Bradley ......ooeeii it e Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........ouuie ittt e el Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) .......... Blackstrap ........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
YUKON (1)
Bagnell, Hon. Larmy .......ooiiiii e e e YUKON ..t Lib.



Chair:

Harold Albrecht
Larry Bagnell
Mauril Bélanger

Jim Abbott
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Gérard Asselin
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
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Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
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Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of February 6, 2009 — 2nd Session, 40th Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Bruce Stanton

Rob Clarke
John Duncan

Michael Chong
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Marc Lemay
Yvon Lévesque

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Jean Crowder
Todd Russell

LaVar Payne (12)
Greg Rickford

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Kelly Block
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Paul Szabo

Earl Dreeshen
Carole Freeman

Patricia Davidson
Claude DeBellefeuille
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Michel Guimond
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Vice-Chairs:

Pierre Poilievre
Michelle Simson

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Russ Hiebert

Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
Borys Wrzesnewskyj

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(11
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AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Chair: Larry Miller Vice-Chairs: André Bellavance

Mark Eyking

Alex Atamanenko
France Bonsant
Wayne Easter

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Niki Ashton
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes

Blake Richards
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Brian Storseth (12)
Francis Valeriote

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Charlie Angus
Rod Bruinooge
Dean Del Mastro

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Bonnie Crombie
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Gary Schellenberger

Ruby Dhalla
Shelly Glover

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Nina Grewal
Roger Pomerleau

Associate Members

Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Massimo Pacetti
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte

Carole Lavallée
Scott Simms

Pablo Rodriguez
Tim Uppal

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)




Chair:

Paul Calandra
Olivia Chow
Jean Dorion

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Paul Créte
Bonnie Crombie

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

David Tilson

Rick Dykstra
Nina Grewal

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Sukh Dhaliwal
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Monique Guay
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Jim Karygiannis
Alexandra Mendes

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Maurizio Bevilacqua
Thierry St-Cyr

Devinder Shory
Alice Wong

Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Lise Zarac
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Chair:

Peter Braid
Blaine Calkins
Linda Duncan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
André Bellavance
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paule Brunelle
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

James Bezan

David McGuinty
Christian Ouellet

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Justin Trudeau
Mark Warawa

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Joyce Murray
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan

Bernard Bigras
Francis Scarpaleggia

Jeff Watson (12)
Stephen Woodworth

Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Pablo Rodriguez
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed
Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Terence Young




Chair:

Maxime Bernier
Robert Carrier
Bob Dechert

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Diane Bourgeois
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

James Rajotte

Daryl Kramp
John McCallum

Siobhan Coady
Denis Coderre
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Dean Del Mastro
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Martha Hall Findlay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

John McKay
Ted Menzies

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
Cathy McLeod
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

Brent Rathgeber

Jean-Yves Laforest
Massimo Pacetti

Thomas Mulcair
Mike Wallace

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
Scott Andrews

Gerry Byrne

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Gérard Asselin
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Rodney Weston

Blaine Calkins
Randy Kamp

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Roger Gaudet
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Vice-Chairs:

Yvon Lévesque
Peter Stoffer

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mario Laframboise
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Raynald Blais
Lawrence MacAulay

Dave Van Kesteren
John Weston

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)




Chair:

Jim Abbott
Lois Brown
Johanne Deschamps

Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Irwin Cotler
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Kevin Sorenson

Paul Dewar
Peter Goldring

Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Ujjal Dosanjh
Earl Dreeshen
Ken Dryden
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Mark Eyking

Ed Fast
Raymonde Folco
Judy Foote
Hedy Fry

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Marc Garneau
Shelly Glover
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

James Lunney
Deepak Obhrai

Associate Members

Mike Lake
Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Keith Martin

Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Dan McTeague
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber

Bernard Patry

Glen Pearson (12)
Bob Rae

Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Michael Savage
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Bill Siksay

Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson

Alan Tonks

Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young

Chair:

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

Vice-Chair:
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Chair:

Diane Bourgeois
Patrick Brown

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown

Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Robert Carrier
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Derek Lee

Paul Calandra
Jacques Gourde

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Meili Faille

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Vice-Chairs:

Martha Hall Findlay
Dan McTeague

Associate Members

Jean-Yves Laforest
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Rob Anders

Jean-Yves Roy (11)
Chris Warkentin

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Carolyn Bennett
Patrick Brown
Colin Carrie

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder

Joy Smith

Patricia Davidson
Nicolas Dufour

Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Kirsty Duncan
Luc Malo

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Keith Martin
Pat Martin

Brian Masse
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Minna
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
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Joyce Murray
Judy Wasylycia-Leis

Cathy McLeod (12)
Tim Uppal

James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Lise Zarac
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH

Chair:

Josée Beaudin
Dona Cadman
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Siobhan Coady
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Jean-Claude D'Amours

Dean Allison

Ed Komarnicki
Ben Lobb

Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Luc Desnoyers
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr
Daryl Kramp

DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Tony Martin
Maria Minna

Associate Members

Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney

Lawrence MacAulay

Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock

Tilly O'Neill-Gordon

Deepak Obhrai
Christian Ouellet
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Raymonde Folco
Yves Lessard

Michael Savage
Maurice Vellacott

Pablo Rodriguez
Todd Russell
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Thierry St-Cyr
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)
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INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Chair: Michael Chong Vice-Chairs: Robert Bouchard

Anthony Rota

André Arthur
Gord Brown
Siobhan Coady

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
Charlie Angus
Gérard Asselin
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Scott Brison
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Serge Cardin
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
Jean Crowder
Nathan Cullen

Marc Garneau
Mike Lake

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Sukh Dhaliwal
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Carole Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Claude Guimond
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp

Brian Masse
Dave Van Kesteren

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Luc Malo

Jim Maloway
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Tony Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
David McGuinty
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Massimo Pacetti
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Robert Vincent (12)
Chris Warkentin

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Jean-Yves Roy
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Mario Silva

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Justin Trudeau
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal
Francis Valeriote
Maurice Vellacott
Joseph Volpe
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Dean Allison
Scott Brison
Ron Cannan

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen

Rob Anders
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Paul Créte
Bonnie Crombie
Nathan Cullen

Lee Richardson

Claude Guimond
Richard Harris

John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Johanne Deschamps
Paul Dewar
Sukh Dhaliwal
Ruby Dhalla
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ed Fast

Judy Foote
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Vice-Chairs:

Ed Holder
Peter Julian

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Yasmin Ratansi
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid
Blake Richards

John Cannis
Serge Cardin

Gerald Keddy (12)
Mario Silva

Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Michael Savage
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Bryon Wilfert
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:

Joe Comartin
Ujjal Dosanjh
Dominic LeBlanc

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Irwin Cotler
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies

JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Ed Fast

Marc Lemay
Rob Moore

Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Carole Freeman
Hedy Fry
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Jim Karygiannis
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Vice-Chairs:

Rick Norlock
Daniel Petit

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Carole Lavallée
Derek Lee

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
John McKay
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Alexandra Mendes
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Maria Mourani
Anita Neville
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Robert Oliphant
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston

Bob Rae

James Rajotte

Réal Ménard
Brian Murphy

Brent Rathgeber
Brian Storseth

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Denise Savoie
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Dean Allison
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Garry Breitkreuz
Rick Casson

Rob Anders

Claude Bachand
André Bellavance
Maurizio Bevilacqua
Bernard Bigras
Raynald Blais
Robert Bouchard
John Cannis

Serge Cardin

David Christopherson
Paul Créte

Jean Crowder

Michael Chong
Ed Fast

Hedy Fry
Derek Lee
Larry Miller
Shawn Murphy

Nathan Cullen
Patricia Davidson
Mark Eyking
Raymonde Folco
Yvon Godin
Michel Guimond
Jack Harris

Russ Hiebert
Mark Holland
Daryl Kramp
Jean-Yves Laforest
Mario Laframboise

LIAISON
Vice-Chair:

Joe Preston

James Rajotte

Lee Richardson
Gary Schellenberger
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson

Associate Members

Carole Lavallée
Yves Lessard
Lawrence MacAulay
Pat Martin

Irene Mathyssen
Réal Ménard
Brian Murphy
Joyce Murray
Massimo Pacetti
Bernard Patry
Marcel Proulx
Anthony Rota

Bruce Stanton
David Sweet
Paul Szabo
David Tilson
Merv Tweed
Rodney Weston

Todd Russell
Francis Scarpaleggia
Judy Sgro

Bill Siksay

Scott Simms
Thierry St-Cyr
Peter Stoffer

Alan Tonks

Joseph Volpe

Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Bryon Wilfert

Lise Zarac

@24




Chair:

Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Ray Boughen

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Guy André
Larry Bagnell
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Paul Créte
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Rick Casson

Denis Coderre
Cheryl Gallant

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro

Johanne Deschamps

Paul Dewar
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
Nicolas Dufour
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Monique Guay
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Mark Holland
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Laurie Hawn
Keith Martin

Associate Members

Francine Lalonde
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Serge Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Maria Mourani
Richard Nadeau
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
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Claude Bachand
Bryon Wilfert

Pascal-Pierre Paillé (12)
LaVar Payne

Todd Russell
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Scott Simms

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton

Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet

Paul Szabo
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj
Terence Young
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Chair:

Mike Allen
David Anderson
Navdeep Bains

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
Scott Andrews
Larry Bagnell
André Bellavance
Maxime Bernier
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Bernard Bigras
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong

Leon Benoit

France Bonsant
Paule Brunelle

Rob Clarke

Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Yvon Godin
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Carol Hughes
Bruce Hyer
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp

NATURAL RESOURCES

Vice-Chairs:

Russ Hiebert
Geoft Regan

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Nathan Cullen
Alan Tonks

Devinder Shory
Bradley Trost

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)




Chair:

Sylvie Boucher
Michael Chong
Jean-Claude D'Amours

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Alex Atamanenko
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson

Steven Blaney

Royal Galipeau
Shelly Glover

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Cheryl Gallant
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Vice-Chairs:

Monique Guay
Richard Nadeau

Associate Members

Carole Lavallée
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore

Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Pascal-Pierre Paillé
LaVar Payne
Pierre Poilievre
Roger Pomerleau
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
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Yvon Godin

Daniel Petit (12)
Pablo Rodriguez

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs: Michel Guimond

Marcel Proulx

Chair: Joe Preston

Harold Albrecht
Kelly Block
Rodger Cuzner

Jim Abbott
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Gérard Asselin
Mauril Bélanger
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong

Claude DeBellefeuille
Yvon Godin

David Christopherson
Rob Clarke

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Christiane Gagnon
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Marlene Jennings
Guy Lauzon

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Alexandra Mendes
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller

Rob Moore
Joyce Murray
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
Pierre Paquette
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Louis Plamondon
Pierre Poilievre
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber

Tom Lukiwski (12)
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

SUBCOMMITTEE ON GIFTS UNDER THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST CODE FOR MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE

Chair:

Chris Charlton

Scott Reid

Claude DeBellefeuille

OF COMMONS

Vice-Chair:

Marlene Jennings

4)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chair: Shawn Murphy Vice-Chairs: David Christopherson

Daryl Kramp

Bonnie Crombie
Luc Desnoyers

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Diane Bourgeois
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Meili Faille
Yasmin Ratansi

Denis Coderre
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Paul Dewar

Jean Dorion

Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean

Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Gerard Kennedy
Greg Kerr

Andrew Saxton
Bev Shipley

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Jim Maloway
Inky Mark

Pat Martin

Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Thomas Mulcair
Richard Nadeau
Anita Neville
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston

John Weston
Terence Young

James Rajotte

Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford

Gary Schellenberger
Devinder Shory

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet

David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Borys Wrzesnewskyj

(11
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Chair:

Andrew Kania
Dave MacKenzie
Phil McColeman

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Claude Bachand
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
Rob Clarke

PUBLIC SAFETY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

Garry Breitkreuz

Serge Ménard
Maria Mourani

Joe Comartin
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies

Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Kirsty Duncan
Rick Dykstra

Ed Fast
Raymonde Folco
Judy Foote
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Candice Hoeppner
Ed Holder

Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:

Rick Norlock
Robert Oliphant

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Inky Mark
Wayne Marston
Pat Martin
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Cathy McLeod
Réal Ménard
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Brian Murphy
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
Bob Rae

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Jack Harris
Mark Holland

Brent Rathgeber
Blake Richards

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Bill Siksay

Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Bradley Trost
Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

(12)




Chair:

Sylvie Boucher
Nicole Demers

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Niki Ashton
Carolyn Bennett
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Dawn Black
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
France Bonsant
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Chris Charlton
Michael Chong

Hedy Fry

Johanne Deschamps
Candice Hoeppner

Olivia Chow
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
John Cummins
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ed Fast

Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Brian Jean
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

STATUS OF WOMEN

Vice-Chairs:

Cathy McLeod
Anita Neville

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Glen Pearson
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Patricia Davidson
Irene Mathyssen

Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Lise Zarac

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Michelle Simson
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac
David Tilson
Bradley Trost

Merv Tweed

Tim Uppal

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Judy Wasylycia-Leis
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
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Chair:

Dennis Bevington
Lois Brown
Sukh Dhaliwal

Jim Abbott
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Andrews
Leon Benoit
Maxime Bernier
James Bezan
Steven Blaney
Kelly Block
Robert Bouchard
Sylvie Boucher
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gord Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Dona Cadman
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
Colin Carrie
Rick Casson
Michael Chong
Olivia Chow
Rob Clarke
Denis Coderre
Joe Comartin
Paul Créte

TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITIES

Merv Tweed

Roger Gaudet

Candice Hoeppner

Bonnie Crombie
Nathan Cullen
John Cummins
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Dean Del Mastro
Paul Dewar
Jean Dorion
Earl Dreeshen
John Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Wayne Easter
Ed Fast

Judy Foote
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Shelly Glover
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Bruce Hyer
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Andrew Kania
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Jean
Gerard Kennedy

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Jack Layton
Pierre Lemieux
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Inky Mark

Pat Martin
Brian Masse
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Ted Menzies
Larry Miller
Rob Moore
Rick Norlock
Tilly O'Neill-Gordon
Deepak Obhrai
LaVar Payne
Daniel Petit
Pierre Poilievre
Joe Preston
John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Brent Rathgeber
Geoff Regan
Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Mario Laframboise
Joseph Volpe

Colin Mayes (12)
Jeff Watson

Lee Richardson
Greg Rickford
Anthony Rota
Andrew Saxton
Francis Scarpaleggia
Gary Schellenberger
Judy Sgro

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Kevin Sorenson
Bruce Stanton
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson

Alan Tonks
Bradley Trost

Tim Uppal

Francis Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Robert Vincent
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
Alice Wong
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young




Chair:
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