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The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
® (1005)
[English]
FOOD AND DRUGS ACT

Hon. Rona Ambrose (Minister of Health, CPC) moved that
Bill C-17, An Act to amend the Food and Drugs Act, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Terence Young (Oakville, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to stand in the Parliament of Canada today to endorse
Vanessa's law, the protecting Canadians from unsafe drugs act.

I am honoured to be a member of the first Canadian government
ever to tackle the insidious and largely hidden problem of the
injuries and deaths routinely caused by prescription and over-the-
counter drugs. I thank two consecutive ministers of health and the
Prime Minister, who acted boldly to make Canadians safer, directly
taking on the most influential industry in the world, big pharma, and
the status quo in the practice of medicine, which has been corrupted
by that industry.

Today is a milestone for me and the Young family as well as for
the Government of Canada. I stand here today due to a tragedy in my
family that took place exactly 14 years ago last week, on Saturday,
March 18, 2000. Without warning, our 15-year-old daughter
Vanessa, for whom this act is named, fell down dead in front of
me, her heart stopped by the Johnson & Johnson blockbuster
prescription drug Prepulsid, a drug we later discovered she should
have never been given. Despite emergency ambulance services and
the valiant efforts of doctors at two hospitals, Vanessa never regained
consciousness and died the next day. We never had a chance to say
goodbye.

On March 20, 2000, I began the journey that led me to the House
of Commons this morning. The facts of this tragedy shock every
layperson who hears them, yet I was to quickly discover that the
insiders, the doctors, researchers, and people of big pharma, were
never shocked. They knew all along that potentially life-threatening
drugs were being pushed on patients with non-life-threatening
conditions, as the drug business had become all about Wall Street,
and they were benefiting financially big time.

Our doctors are groomed through highly sophisticated big pharma
relationship marketing programs. They get their first free lunch the
first week of medical school. They then go on to naively accept up to
$4 billion a year in North America in gifts, lunches, dinners, event
tickets, and free trips from drug companies, imagining that those
debts of gratitude do not change their prescribing behaviour.
Sometimes I would ask them, “Do you think a drug company takes
a bunch of doctors to Bahamas out of kindness?”” They also accept
and hand out, without any prescription, $3 billion a year worth of
free samples of new prescription drugs, creating debts of gratitude in
their own patients. It is a dangerous practice, because patients get no
safety warnings.

In November 2010, 18-year-old Brennan McCartney, of Bolton,
Ontario, took a free sample of the anti-depressant Cipralex, with no
safety warning about suicide, which is written right on its label. He
went out and hanged himself from a tree in a public park.

Four doctors knew that Vanessa was taking Prepulsid for bloating
and a mild form of bulimia, yet neither Vanessa nor we, her parents,
were given any warning that the drug was already responsible for 80
deaths. Why? How could this happen to the beautiful, innocent child
her doctor described as the picture of perfect health? How could four
doctors, people we totally trusted, allow Vanessa to continue to take
a drug that could stop her heart?

I began the next day to find out how Vanessa died and why, and I
have uncovered many dark secrets. Prescription drugs, taken as
prescribed, the right way, are the fourth leading cause of death in
North America. There are over 106,000 deaths a year just in
hospitals and another 100,000 outside hospitals. That is about
20,000 deaths a year in Canada and 200,000 serious drug injuries.
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The drug industry representatives who infest Parliament Hill love
to talk about when doctors make errors or when patients use the
wrong drug or take too much of a drug. What they never talk about is
when a drug used the right way kills or injures a patient, causing
10,000 deaths a year in Canada. In fact, one in nine patients in
Canada who goes into hospital will suffer a serious adverse drug
reaction in hospital.

All drugs are poisons. Any drug can be toxic; it is just a matter of
dose. All drugs cause adverse effects. Some people think over-the-
counter drugs are totally safe, yet ordinary Tylenol, acetaminophen,
causes hundreds of deaths every year and more cases of acute liver
failure than all other medications combined. Too much taken with
alcohol can destroy one's liver. Has anyone's doctor ever mentioned
that?

Ordinary aspirin and ibuprofen cause thousands of deaths every
year across North America, mostly from internal bleeding, yet most
patients have never heard this. Why not? There is only one reason. It
is because the people who market the drugs, big pharma, do not want
patients to know the truth. That would reduce sales.

What happened to Vanessa and Brennan McCartney could happen
to anyone who takes drugs without proper safety warnings. Nothing
significant has changed since 2000 except the current introduction of
plain language labelling for drugs and this bill.

Vanessa's law will empower the Minister of Health to compel drug
companies to change their labels to clearly reflect the true risk to
patients from their drugs. Patients would be empowered to make
informed decisions to take the drugs or not. Patients could then take
drugs only when they are relatively safe.

Twenty-seven drugs have been pulled from the Canadian market
since 1997 for injuring and killing patients. Prepulsid is one.
Another, the painkiller Vioxx, killed 55,000 to 65,000 people
worldwide in four years on the market. Why do most Canadians not
know that? It is because the drug companies never admit that their
drugs have harmed anyone. They spend months and months
investigating serious reactions, and then they attempt to blame the
patient. They conclude that patients must have taken too much, that
they must have had a previously undiagnosed and unknown
conditions, or that it must have been a combination of the company's
great drug with the patients' other drugs. They then contraindicate
their drug with the other drug and change the print on a 50-page
label, which most doctors and few patients ever read. Then they
carry on promoting it, including for off-label use, meaning for
conditions for which it was never proven safe or effective.

Doctors can prescribe any drug at any time for any condition for
any patient, even if it is never proven safe for such use. In fact, 70%
of doctors prescribe off-label at least some of the time. Modern
medicine can be the wild west.

That is what the Johnson and Johnson detail reps did to Vanessa's
doctors. They whispered to them that Prepulsid was effective for
teens who threw up after meals, yet it was contraindicated and
dangerous for anyone throwing up. That was the official warning,
but they did not whisper that in her doctors' ears, because Prepulsid
was heading for blockbuster status. It was a golden calf, with $1
billion a year in sales.

Just before Health Canada is about to take action to expose risks,
the drug companies will pull drugs off the market voluntarily. That
way they can keep selling them in over 100 other countries in the
world, because they have never admitted that the drug could cause
anyone harm. That is the drug business.

Vanessa's law will give the Minister of Health the power to order
drugs that present as serious or imminent risk of injury or death off
the market without delay. Had this been done with Prepulsid, instead
of negotiating over weeks with Janssen-Ortho, Prepulsid would have
been recalled. Vanessa would be alive today, along with many
others.

Drug companies refuse to provide the true number of serious
adverse drug reactions to Health Canada. They report what they hear
about, but what does not appear on their label is this crucial fact:
only 1% of serious adverse drug reactions are ever reported by
doctors. Whatever the number is on the label can usually be
multiplied by 100 to get the true number, which the drug companies
never do.

Most doctors never report adverse drug reactions. Outside of the
doctors I have worked with in prescription drug safety, I have never
met a doctor who has reported one.

Despite my advocacy for over 14 years that reporting adverse drug
reactions saves lives by providing a widely based early warning
system for dangerous drugs, the Canadian Medical Association and
the Ontario Medical Association, to this day, do not support making
adverse drug reaction reporting a standard practice or mandatory.
Doctors are fooled by their own negligence in not reporting life-
saving information. Patients die as a result.

On October 9, 2011, 18-year-old Allison Borges of Oakville was
found in a stairwell of her residence at Queen's University, dead,
having suffered a pulmonary embolism caused by Apri28, a birth
control pill that her doctor told her was safe. She received no
warning that the newer birth control pills are more likely to cause
deadly blood clots than the older ones.
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No woman should be given a birth control pill without a clear
warning about deadly blood clots, yet it happens all the time. Sadly,
18 year old Marit McKenzie of Calgary suffered the same fate in
January 2013. Had Vanessa's law been in place and implemented,
both deaths would have been prevented.

Vanessa's law will impose, for the first time, a duty on health care
institutions to report all serious adverse drug reactions, which will
capture any adverse drug reaction that causes patients to end up in a
hospital or clinic. That will hopefully capture the majority of serious
adverse drug reactions so that officials can be alerted to dangerous
drugs faster. This will help get them off the market faster and save
lives. We must rely on the provinces to persuade doctors themselves
to stop covering up adverse drug reactions caused by their
prescriptions.

Over half'the serious side effects of new drugs will not be revealed
during testing. In fact, in the first two years on the U.S. market, one
in five, or 20% of new drugs, will be pulled off the market for
injuring or killing patients or will be assigned the highest level of
warning, a black box warning, to be handed to each patient with the
prescription. It is a more effective warning than Canada has ever had
and that, under Vanessa's law, it will have.

©(1010)

In May 2007, 18-year-old Sara Carlin of Oakville stopped taking
her prescription anti-depressant Paxil abruptly. Then she doubled up,
to catch up, two days later. She had no warning that Paxil could
cause suicidal ideation and akathesia in those circumstances. Her
father found her the next day, hanging by her own hand, in the
basement of their home. Neither Sara nor her family had heard about
the five “Dear Doctor” letter warnings Health Canada had sent out
about Paxil.

Vanessa's law will for the first time allow the minister to order
assessments of a drug, including conducting tests or studies and
reporting them to Health Canada, and to change the drug labels to
better reflect the newly identified risks. Proposed regulations for
drug labelling will empower Health Canada to order drug companies
to issue labels and patient information leaflets that are written in
plain language, with the rare but dangerous potential side effects
listed up front, on page one, where patients need to see them.
Patients can then decide if they want to accept those dangers or not.

In 2003, Dr. Allen Roses, worldwide vice-president of genetics at
GlaxoSmithKline, the world's second largest pharmaceutical com-
pany, made this statement at a scientific meeting, thinking there were
no journalists present: “The vast majority of drugs—more than 90
per cent—only work in 30 or 50 per cent of the people”.

What this means is that with a worldwide market of about $800
billion for prescription drugs, as much as $400 billion a year is not
only wasted but millions of patients are exposed to dangers with no
chance of benefiting.

According to the Canadian Pharmacists Association, between $2
billion and $9 billion a year is wasted in our drug system. This
means that as patients increasingly reject the drug industry's pill for
every ill, our health care system would save billions of dollars,
hopefully to be invested in preventive care.

Government Orders

Seventy percent of adverse drug reactions are preventable. They
are caused by the aggressive over-marketing of drugs, misleading
sales pitches, and the covering up of harms that victimize patients.

How could any moral corporate executive push a drug that could
stop a child's heart to treat bloating? That is exactly what the
executives at Johnson and Johnson's drug arm Janssen-Ortho did,
and they broke the law in doing it. It is quite normal in the drug
business.

Drug safety is about one thing: does the potential risk of this drug
outweigh the potential benefits for me? Yet the big pharma
companies do everything they can to make sure that patients have
no way to answer that question. They exaggerate the benefits and
they hide the risks.

I know that this sounds outrageous. It sounds like a father who
lost his daughter and then lost his objectivity, so let me give a few
factual examples of where big pharma companies have openly
admitted to crimes to increase sales of their drugs.

In 2012, GlaxoSmithKline, the people who made our HINI
vaccine, paid a fine of $3 billion, the highest in history, to U.S.
governments for illegally marketing three drugs: Paxil, an anti-
depressant, which causes suicides; Avandia, a diabetes drug that
causes heart attacks and strokes; and Wellbutrin, another anti-
depressant with similar adverse effects. Yet GlaxoSmithKline had
grossed $26 billion in sales for these three drugs in the previous six
years. With markups on drugs at more than 100% and 1000%, a $3
billion fine is really just the cost of doing business for GlaxoSmithK-
line. It is kind of like a speeding ticket.

Shortly after Vanessa died, I asked adverse drug reaction expert
Dr. Neil Shear, in Toronto, why drug companies do not take
dangerous drugs like Prepulsid off the market. Here is what he
replied: “In the drug industry, killing people is not bad for business.
As long as it's not too many”. Nothing has changed since that time.
Big pharma companies put the legal costs for injuries and deaths
right in their business plans.

Here are some more examples of big pharma corporate criminals.
I will read a short list from a list that could be pages long.
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Merck has paid $1.6 billion in settlements since 2008, in part for
paying illegal kickbacks to health care providers. Ely Lilly paid $1.3
billion in 2009 for illegally promoting Zyprexa, leading to the deaths
of many seniors. Novartis paid $422 million in 2010 for off-label
promotion of Trileptal. Forest Labs paid $313 million in 2010 for
off-label promotion of Celexa and Levothroid. Allergan paid $825
million in 2010 for off-label promotion of Botox. AstraZeneca paid
$520 million in 2010 for misleading doctors and patients about the
safety of Seroquel. The list goes on, and these are just since 2008.

®(1015)

The question is, how do the big pharma companies get away with
this?

They have power and influence. They are some of the wealthiest
companies in the world and have no loyalty to any country, but,
above all else, despite the thousands of deaths, no big pharma
executive has ever gone to jail.

Imagine if murderers, rapists, or extortionists could simply
negotiate payments with some government official to keep out of
jail and to keep on doing what they are doing. The only way these
companies will ever stop their corrupt practices is: one, if the
practices become unprofitable; and, two, if those responsible face
real jail time. Vanessa's law, for the first time, would impose tough
new penalties for unsafe products, increasing fines from $5,000 a
day to $5 million a day and including jail time for up to two years.
That is the only way to actually get their attention and change their
ways. And if these serious violations are caused intentionally, court-
imposed fines could be unlimited.

My hope is that when life-threatening dangers are intentionally
covered up, judges will fine offenders the entire amount of their sales
of their blockbuster drug, or more, because nothing else will change
their practices.

Vanessa's law would be the beginning of the end for the
unscrupulous and corrupt marketing practices in big pharma
companies in Canada. It would no doubt reduce drug injuries and
deaths in Canada by thousands. It is much needed and it is long
overdue. We can never have Vanessa back, in this life, or Sara
Carlin, or Allison Borges, or Brennan McCartney, or Marit
McKenzie, but we can change things moving forward. We can do
what governments are supposed to do: protect vulnerable people.

Vanessa's law represents the highest calling of a government, in
my view. When the death of an innocent child can lead to definitive
action by the Government of Canada to help prevent others from the
same fate, our democracy is at its best.

Every school day, across Canada, millions of children sing:

From far and wide,
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

However, that promise has to be a two-way street.

Vanessa Young would be proud to see that with Bill C-17, Canada
is standing on guard for its school children, its seniors, and its other
vulnerable patients.

©(1020)

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the member for
Oakville and I go back to 2008. We were elected together. I know his
passion for this subject. I have read his book. I have had personal
conversations with him. I have to say it was pretty thrilling to hear
that speech. We do not agree on many things, he and I, but we agree
wholeheartedly on this. In many ways, I wish that I had the courage
to give a speech like that. It was incredibly powerful. I want to stand
here and publicly give him my support and tell him that it takes a lot
of courage to say things like that in this place. Everything he said
was the truth.

He talked about uncovering dark secrets and, boy, has he ever, and
that big pharma does not want patients to know the risks and, boy,
does it ever not want that to happen.

I want to talk about next steps. One step that I see coming after
this legislation would be to include mandatory registration of clinical
trials and public disclosure of those findings. I recognize that is not
in the bill right now. I recognize that the bill is a great first step, but I
want to keep going on this. He said it is the beginning of the end.

What are his thoughts on next steps? Would that be one of them?

Mr. Terence Young: Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the member
opposite for her kind words and for her support on this issue, over a
long time.

I agree with the member. The transparency in research and clinical
trial research is a critical part of improving the data the drug
companies use to get drugs approved in the first place.

They are very secretive about it. They refer to it as “commercial
rights” or “trade secrets”, or whatever, but I do not believe it is.

When a pharmaceutical company hires someone to do a clinical
trial, they normally ask the researcher to sign a contract, which is
basically a gag order that says the company can stop the trial at any
time and he or she must never talk about it again. If the trial is not
going well for the drug, that is what they do. No one knows the trial
was even started. If the trial shows the drug might be harming
patients, they stop the trial and the researcher can never talk about it
again, or never get work again as a researcher. They could do a
number of trials like that on a drug until they finally find a researcher
who gets them the positive result they want.

I agree with registering all trials, that it should be done, and that
even if the trial is stopped early, all the data should be published.

I see the CMAJ has requested or suggested that this go into
Vanessa's law. I can only say that the Minister of Health is willing to
consider amendments to Vanessa's law and I would be very pleased
if that were put into the bill.
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Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
too would like to applaud the member for Oakville. There is no
doubt that due to his efforts and great amount of courage, we
actually have this bill before us today, and it speaks volumes in what
determination and the love of a relationship can bring. Ultimately, as
we go through this bill, we want it to go to committee.

One of the questions that came to my mind is on the Government
of Canada’s ability to compel manufacturers to recall. Can the
member provide some insight on that particular issue?

Mr. Terence Young: Mr. Speaker, the issue there is that the
pharmaceutical industry, when it starts to get reports of serious
adverse drug reactions, generally investigates them and drags them
out and tries to blame them on the patients and on another drug. Or,
if the company admits that its drug combined with another drug
caused a serious adverse drug reaction, it then changes the label,
which is a 50-page document that most doctors never read and
patients never see. Then it continues marketing the drug.

In the case of Propulsid, the drug that caused Vanessa's death, the
manufacturer did that over 10 years. It changed the label five times,
knowing that no one ever reads the fine print on a label, and it added
certain contraindications. It contraindicated it with erythromycin and
clarithromycin over the years. Finally, just a few weeks before
Vanessa died of heart arrhythmia from Propulsid, the manufacturer
sent out a letter to all doctors, which the pharmaceutical companies
can easily do and do all the time. The letter said not to prescribe
Propulsid or give it to patients unless they have done an EKG first.
That was the first warning that really meant anything to doctors
because even a doctor who is in a big hurry with a room full of
patients will look at that warning and wonder why doctors would
give an EKG to a patient for a drug. Vanessa's doctor did not see that.
He was in Florida on a holiday, and he came back and we know the
result.

Dragging out the negotiations of changing the wording on the
labels is one of the tricks pharmaceutical companies do to keep the
drug on the market and keep the sales going, and it causes injuries
and deaths. With the new powers under Vanessa's law, the minister
would be able to examine the situation, and if that is what is going
on and there is an imminent danger, she could order the companies
to take the drug not only off the market but also right out of the
supply chain.

Hon. Khristinn Kellie Leitch (Minister of Labour and
Minister of Status of Women, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank the
member for his eloquent speech.

Obviously one of the worst nightmares for a parent or for any
individual is an allergic reaction or an adverse drug reaction. Even as
recently as last week, while I was in my other official capacity, a
parent phoned me at home at 11:30 at night to say, “I have called 9-
1-1; I am heading to the hospital myself, but can I meet you there
because I am so concerned about my child's reaction to a drug they
have just taken”. Obviously this is something that hits close to home,
and parents become anxious every time they have to move forward
to ensure they are taking care of their child under the right
circumstances and that the drugs they are using to ensure their child
becomes healthier are actually safe.

Government Orders

My question for the member is this. With respect to this serious
issue of adverse drug reactions, what would be the reporting
mechanism and how would that be enforced, to ensure that children
across the country are safe?

Mr. Terence Young: Mr. Speaker, currently Health Canada has a
reporting mechanism on its website. Any doctor, health care
professional, or individual citizen can report an adverse drug
reaction. As I mentioned in my speech, only about 1% do get
reported. Doctors are reluctant, for a whole range of reasons.

However, using the standards of practice for hospitals, Vanessa's
law would insist that people working in health care institutions,
clinics, and hospitals, report adverse drug reactions. It is something
they are already doing in the institutions. They already have the
information and they already keep it somewhere. I do not think it is
particularly onerous. We would simply ask them to send the
information to Health Canada so that it can look for patterns and for
an early warning on drugs that may be risky or drugs that are being
used in the wrong way.

Exactly how that is going to work is to be determined, but we
would catch most of the serious adverse drug reactions because they
are the ones that end up in hospital. If we can get the provinces to
convince doctors, in some way, to start reporting out of their office
on their own computers a suspected adverse drug reaction and create
a really robust database from across Canada, we could even reduce
more injuries and deaths.

®(1030)

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the hon. gentleman for his tremendous
speech. I remember a speech like that a while ago from Mr. Chuck
Cadman, when he was here, after the loss of his son. I take to heart
the member's speech. I can assure him that nobody on this side of the
House would ever accuse him of bias with respect to a bill that
would have the potential to save thousands of lives now and in the
future.

My question to the member is this. Because these drug companies
are all big multinational or international companies and we have
trade deals, for example, with NAFTA and others, does he foresee
any problems with respect to the bill being challenged on a legal
front through areas like Chapter 11 of NAFTA?

Can he also say what other countries, like France, Germany,
Britain, Holland, Australia, or the United States, would do in terms
of Vanessa's law? Is there anything similar out there that we can
mirror as well? It would be interesting to know of his research on
what other countries are doing concerning this very important issue.
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Mr. Terence Young: Mr. Speaker, the United States has generally
had a more robust warning system for patients and doctors. I
mentioned the black box warnings it has for the 200 drugs
considered to be the most risky. By law, that warning is supposed
to be handed to patients when they pick up their prescription.

The European Medicines Agency is ahead of us in some ways. It
will often take a drug off the market before it is taken off the market
in the U.S. or Canada. I mentioned Avandia, a diabetes drug that
causes heart attacks and strokes. It was taken off the market in
Europe in 2009. It is still on the market in the United States and
Canada, with beefed-up warnings, but Europe seems to be a little
more progressive.

Health Canada has recently begun communicating more with the
best regulators in the world, which would include the FDA, the
National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence in the U.K., and
the European Medicines Agency, and sharing practices. Through
them, it has gotten a lot of ideas on ways to handle these issues for
Vanessa's law. I think if the House agrees to pass the bill, it will put
Canada in the forefront and will increase communications with these
other bodies, so that the drug companies cannot keep a drug on the
market in one country, take it off in another, and pull the wool over
the eyes of doctors and patients.

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise today to speak to this bill. I am pleased that the bill is in the
House.

As I said in my questions to the member for Oakville, that speech
took a lot of courage. I do not think my speech will be quite as
courageous. The words that the member for Oakville said are exactly
the words I wish I had said in this place.

The bill is long overdue and I am glad it is here. I am not going to
criticize the delay, because it is here. I do think it needs to go a bit
further, but it is a great first step.

When I was the health critic a few years ago, I knew nothing about
the pharmaceutical industry. As a critic, people started giving me
books and articles and I started talking to experts. I went around
Canada and talked to all kinds of folks working on this issue. When
we start peeling back the layers of the onion, we realize what a
messy, dark world that is. The power and control that pharmaceutical
companies have is quite amazing, as is the trust we give them. We
hand over our lives in this way because we think they know what is
best.

One example I often used when I was talking to people was the
therapeutics initiative in British Columbia, which is an arm's-length
body, not a government body. There are experts on that panel who
make recommendations about what drugs will be covered under
British Columbia's pharmacare program. One might wonder why we
would have to do that. Can one not just look at the label? Can one
not just find out if a drug is worth covering or not?

We are not always told the truth. Drug companies will go to great
lengths to ensure that their drugs are on those pharmacare lists
because they have a lot of money to make from it. Sometimes they
will take a drug and change one molecule and say it is a new
breakthrough drug when it is just one molecule different from the old
drug that works. Maybe they are not making enough money off it.

That one molecule change can do a lot when it comes to having an
impact on the people’s health.

I am reminded that I need to seek unanimous consent to split my
time. I hope the chamber will allow me that.

©(1035)

The Speaker: Does the hon. member have unanimous consent to
share her time with a colleague?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

Ms. Megan Leslie: Mr. Speaker, [ will be sharing my time with
the member for Alfred-Pellan.

Vioxx was touted as an incredible breakthrough in pain relief.
Why do we need a breakthrough in pain relief? We have ibuprofen
and acetaminophen. Some of these drugs do a bit of wear and tear on
our stomachs and can cause internal bleeding, and some people have
died even from something as simple as ibuprofen.

The big breakthrough drug, Vioxx, which goes under many other
names, but that is probably the most common name, was touted as
being a pain reliever that would not cause bleed-outs. It was
approved by Health Canada, so people put a lot of faith in that
approval. The thing was that there were no published clinical trial
reports about this drug. We did not know if it did not cause bleed-
outs or if it was a better pain reliever, and yet Health Canada
approved it.

When Therapeutics Initiative did an analysis of this new drug, it
said it would not recommend it to be covered by B.C.'s pharmacare.
Since the clinical data was not published, it was a bit suspicious
about what was going on, and it said no. Then the lobbying began,
heavy-duty lobbying to government to get the drug on the
pharmacare list because a lot of money was at stake.

We have heard of grassroots organizations that are in our
communities and work together. In dealing with pharmaceutical
industries these groups are termed astroturf groups. Astroturf groups
are not grassroots. They seem to be grassroots, but they are actually
funded by the drug companies. These astroturf organizations are
funded by drug companies, but they are made up of just regular
folks, and a lot of them probably really believe what they are being
told. For example, if I have constituents calling me and saying they
would like to talk about a drug that is not covered, I do not know that
they are getting funding to do this from a pharmaceutical company.
These groups pop up and, as politicians, we know it is hard to say no
to constituents. A lot of pressure was being put to get Vioxx on the
list.
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Therapeutics Initiative did the right thing, because eventually
Vioxx had to be pulled off the market, because it was killing people.
It was not any better than ibuprofen or acetaminophen for a
headache, and while it may not necessarily have caused internal
bleeding, it did cause heart attacks. If I have the choice of living with
a migraine for a few days or having a heart attack, I am going to live
with the migraine. Many people have come forward and said that
because of Therapeutics Initiative, hundreds of lives were saved in
British Columbia.

All Canadians deserve these kinds of safety standards, not just
British Columbians, because at the very least our federal government
is here to protect us, to make sure we are safe, to make sure we are
not being sold a drug that is actually going to do more harm than
good.

Partway through his speech, the member for Oakville said that he
saw today as the beginning of the end for drug companies and the
hold they have on us. I hope he is right. I am standing here with my
hands clasped and I hope he is right, because they are so big and they
make so much money.

The global pharmaceutical industry is one the most profitable
industries in the world, if not the most. The industry is worth about
$300 billion U.S. a year, and that is expected to rise to $400 billion
in the next three years. Only ten drug companies cover one-third of
the market; six are in the U.S. and four are in Europe. It is predicted
that North America, South America, Europe, and Japan will continue
to account for a full 85% of the global pharmaceuticals market well
into the 21st century.

The World Health Organization has spoken out about this. It has
said there is such pressure to maintain sales that now there is, in its
words:

..an inherent conflict of interest between the legitimate business goals of
manufacturers and the social, medical and economic needs of providers and the
public to select and use drugs in the most rational way.

® (1040)

There is this tension between sales and our lives, our health, and
our safety. This is particularly true—and it is the same with the
World Health Organization—when we think about where we are
getting our information about these drugs. We are getting that
information from the companies. They are telling us which drugs are
most effective.

We rely on our doctors, but they are busy folks. They are courted
by the pharmaceutical companies. They are given pages and pages of
information, in which everything is embedded; then there is a little
quick piece that says to try Vioxx because it is great for headaches.
We do not get the proper information because it is coming from the
companies themselves.

This bill is a good step in the right direction, because there are
some key things in it. It would allow the minister to order a recall on
drugs. That is a really important thing we need to see. It would allow
the minister to order a manufacturer or importer to modify the label
of a drug to update it on side effects or health risks associated with it.
It would allow the minister to order a review of a drug and require
that a copy be given to him or her.

Government Orders

It would do some good things. It needs to go further. The House
heard my question to the member for Oakville about publishing
clinical trial data. That is incredibly important.

I will sum up by saying that, if there is one thing that the federal
government is here for, it is to protect us and keep us safe. We need
the federal government to fulfill that role. I am encouraged to hear
that the minister is open to some amendments. I would also be
encouraged to hear if the minister were open to more legislation,
because this is incredible, and if we are going to see this as the first
step in tackling the pharmaceutical industry, there logically has to be
a next step. | look forward to that next step as well.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Winnipeg North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
we recognize how important it is to improve patient safety. There is
no doubt about it; this is a bill we want to see go to committee. We
heard the presenter talk about the possibility of amendments, which
would be great to see brought into place.

However, it is more than just legislation. One could argue that we
need to ensure there are resources in place to ensure we are able to
enforce the new measures. This is not something we should be
taking lightly.

For a great deal of time now, my colleague, the Liberal Party critic
for health care, has talked a lot about the health care accord and the
importance of getting and achieving a health care accord, which in
essence would ensure money into the future for our provinces.
Different stakeholders need to be brought to the table because of the
whole jurisdictional issue.

I wonder if the member might want to provide some comment on
the importance of resources and the different stakeholders making
sure we are able to implement legislation of this nature?

Ms. Megan Leslie: Mr. Speaker, of course resources are needed
that go hand in hand when it comes to drug safety. [ will say, though,
that I am really going to fight for changes in legislation here.

I was doing media commentary in 2012, about Alysena 28, the
birth control pill. There were about two or three rows of sugar pills in
this birth control package, so women were at risk of pregnancy. For
some women, it is a very serious medical issue if they get pregnant.
People make all kinds of decisions about why they are taking birth
control.

I did media for the NDP when that was happening. 1 was so
frustrated because it was actually a pharmacist who disclosed that
this was happening; it was not even the government. I wondered
where the government was and why it was not doing something
about this. The government actually could not say to the company
that it had to recall it.

There are some legislative places where we need to give powers to
the minister. Of course, then, the next step is making sure there are
resources, so the minister has the ability to enforce them. We do need
to make those changes to legislation.

© (1045)

Mr. Murray Rankin (Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I thank the
member for Halifax for her very passionate response to an equally
passionate and powerful presentation by the member for Oakville.
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In the member for Oakville's speech, he referred to the fact that
GlaxoSmithKline, as just one example, paid a fine of $3 billion,
having made $26 billion in the period of time at issue. However,
what I see in this bill before us, if I understand it properly, is that the
maximum is $5 million and imprisonment, I am pleased to see. As
the member for Oakville pointed out, no big pharma rep has ever
been to jail.

As you talk about the amendments you would be seeking in this
legislation, would you support a larger fine beyond the $5 million
that is currently in the bill, in order to address the huge discrepancy
that the member for Oakville brought to our attention?

The Speaker: I would just remind the hon. member for Victoria
to address his questions to the Chair, not directly to the member for
Halifax.

The hon. member for Halifax.

Ms. Megan Leslie: Mr. Speaker, I would really look forward to a
discussion at committee about just that, hearing from some experts
like Joel Lexchin, for example, from York University. That is
because the point of fines in this case would be to deter. Companies
are making unfathomable amounts of money, so if the fine is not
high enough, it is just the cost of doing business. It is much like the
cost of doing business is sending their pharmaceutical reps for a
cruise after they score a good contract, or down to the south with
their families for a couple of weeks. This really happens. It is a gravy
train, if one gets a job as a pharmaceutical rep.

Therefore, if a fine is just the cost of doing business and they are
still going to make tonnes of money because they have changed one
molecule in a drug, then it is not serving the purpose, is it? We will
have to ask that at committee.

[Translation]

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
today I am honoured to be speaking to Bill C-17, An Act to amend
the Food and Drugs Act.

Before I begin, I would like to thank the hon. member for Oakville
for the courage and determination he has shown in having this bill
introduced in the House and in supporting it, as it touches him
personally.

It is very important that we debate such a sensitive and important
bill. The federal government must shoulder its responsibilities
regarding the Food and Drugs Act. It is good that we are debating
this today. I would like to assure the hon. member opposite, the
member for Oakville, that the official opposition will be supporting
the bill.

I understand that the minister would be open to amendments. We
would be more than pleased to participate in the debate and put
forward amendments to Bill C-17 so that it can be improved and so
that we create the best legislation possible. In that way, we can keep
cases like Vanessa's and so many others from happening in Canada.

The NDP will be supporting Bill C-17, which makes several key
improvements to drug safety laws.

First, it allows the government to recall drugs or order the
distributor to take corrective action to remedy the problem with the

drug. That is an extremely important element, one that I will come
back to later on in my speech.

Second, it allows the health minister to order a manufacturer or
importer to modify the label of a drug to update the side effects or
health risks associated with it. The minister can also order a review
of the drug and require that a copy of the review be given to the
department. In addition, the minister can require manufacturers to
update Canadian information about the risks associated with their
drug even if the safety risks were discovered in other countries

This bill is a good first step in establishing a comprehensive drug
plan and in setting the course for our society on this issue. After calls
from many health care professionals and advocates, this bill will
finally grant the health minister the necessary power to pull unsafe
drugs from the market and ensure better labelling of possible adverse
effects of drugs.

We support this legislative measure and we hope that even more
practical measures will follow. We support this bill, but there is still
much to be done to improve drug safety measures. We will therefore
propose amendments to improve this bill in committee.

We hope that our efforts will lead to a comprehensive piece of
legislation that will include follow-up by Health Canada on adverse
drug reactions, increased transparency with regard to the assessment
of prescription drugs and a better system for communicating the risks
associated with drugs to health care professionals and patients, in
particular.

As I mentioned, this bill will make it possible for the government
to compel manufacturers to recall drugs and order distributors to take
corrective action to resolve problems with their products. In this
regard, at the end of her speech, my colleague from Halifax gave the
example of a mistake that was made in 2011 by the manufacturer of
Alesse 28.

Alesse 28 is a type of birth control pill that generally works on a
28-day cycle. Women take the product for the first 21 days and then
they take a placebo for the remaining seven days. The placebos are
often just sugar pills. The problem that occurred had to do with the
content of the pills. Rather than containing 21 birth control pills, a
package of the product contained two weeks' worth of placebo pills.

® (1050)

Obviously, this can have a rather serious impact on a woman's
menstrual cycle. I do not necessarily want to get into the details of
how the menstrual cycle works, but having good birth control that
works is really very important.

Since 1969, the year in which woman were given access to oral
contraceptives, thousands of women in Canada and throughout the
world have been using this method of birth control. I have used it
myself, as many other female members of the House likely have, and
many Canadian women use it.
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It is an extremely important part of our family planning, for all
sorts of reasons. There are various reasons why women use birth
control. A drug that does not have the anticipated effect can have an
extremely harmful impact on the health of women and on family
planning.

These thousands of women trust in the system, in our health care
system and in the drug manufacturers. The women affected by this
problem experienced low hormone levels, which caused a number of
problems. The main purpose of the product is to prevent ovulation.
The placebos prevent that prevention, so to speak, and allow the
woman to ovulate. That can have a serious impact on family
planning.

Bill C-17 could do something about this. How did people find out
about this mistake? Pharmaceutical companies were certainly not
forthcoming about it. Pharmacists were the ones who sounded the
alarm after noticing that there was a problem with the drugs they
were selling. If the pharmacists had not spoken up and told people
about the situation, the pharmaceutical companies surely would not
have told anyone. There is no telling how far the situation might
have gone.

It is good to know that with Bill C-17, new provisions will enable
the federal government to do something. Currently, it cannot do
anything about situations like that. The government has no power to
act. It is very important to create legislation to address these
situations. I am speaking on behalf of many women who believe that
the federal government should have a say in the matter. We have to
make sure that women have access to the best possible drugs, the
best possible oral contraceptives.

Once again, | would like to thank the member for Oakville for
introducing this measure in his bill.

As I said, we will support this bill at second reading, and we will
probably put forward a number of amendments in committee just to
make it better. That said, we do think that it is a step in the right
direction.

We would like to see several more things in this bill. I know that I
will not be able to go into detail because my time is almost up, but
the bill ought to include a number of measures, such as optimal
prescribing practices to ensure that Canadians are being prescribed
the most appropriate drugs. Public disclosure of clinical trial results
is also important because, in Canada, the results of numerous clinical
trials are never published or made available to the public. We are
also asking the government to strengthen the common drug review.

In closing, I would like to say that Bill C-17 is a step in the right
direction and that the federal government has to step up to its
responsibility with respect to the Food and Drugs Act. I am also
pleased that the government is so open to amendments that might be
put forward. I am very happy that we are talking about this bill in the
House. I can assure the member for Oakville that we will vote in
favour of the bill and that we will make sure it is the best it can be.

®(1055)
[English]
Mr. Terence Young (Oakville, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I want to

thank all the members for their contributions to the debate and their
kind words today.

Statements by Members

The member for Victoria raised an issue, and I guess he did not
hear what I said in my speech. I mentioned that for situations of
criminal negligence, where a pharmaceutical company covers up the
risk of one of their drugs and it leads to serious harm to patients,
there is authority for unlimited fines.

If a judge saw fit, he or she could fine the drug company, for
example, the total amount of sales for that drug for the period it was
on the market. That would be the absolute best way, and 1 would
suggest the only way, to stop these corrupt practices.

The key problem with the pharmaceutical industry and why
Vanessa's law is so important is that CEOs of pharmaceutical
companies, like all companies that sell shares on the market, have to
by law increase shareholder value. On the other hand, there is no law
against putting a risky drug on the market because all drugs cause
adverse effects.

It is the level of the risk that has to be monitored. That is why
Vanessa's law is necessary.

[Translation]

The Speaker: We have time for a brief response before we move
on to members' statements.

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre: Mr. Speaker, I thank the hon.
member for Oakville for his comments. [ must say, [ am very happy
that the bill contains provisions to change the current system.

As I already mentioned, the NDP will vote in favour of Bill C-17,
and we look forward to discussing it in committee in order to make
some changes that are even more significant. I appreciate the
comments from the member for Oakville.

[English]

The Speaker: There will be approximately three minutes left for
questions and comments after question period.

Right now we will move on to statements by members.

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

CHARLIE YOUNG

Mr. Mark Strahl (Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to Charlie Young, a local music
and Rotary Club legend, who passed away earlier this month at the
age of 94.

Born in the U.K., Charlie joined his first music group at the age of
14, playing the clarinet and saxophone. He continued to perform for
the next 80 years, with his last gig at a luncheon at the Rotary Club
of Chilliwack just five days before he died.
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Charlie joined the World War II effort and brought comfort to
Allied troops all over Europe with his music. It was during the war
that he met and married his beloved Mary, also a musician. They
made beautiful music together.

They moved to Canada in 1955 and soon afterward formed the
Copper Room Orchestra, performing at the Harrison Hot Springs
hotel. Their award-winning music was the backdrop for many a
memorable evening on that dance floor.

Charlie's memorial service was fittingly a musical celebration,
with his last band, The Rotations, doing their best to play on even
though their heart and soul had passed on.

Forever young, Charlie Young left a lasting legacy. He will be
missed.

® (1100)

[Translation]

GOVERNMENT POLICIES

Mr. Tyrone Benskin (Jeanne-Le Ber, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to talk about what I have been hearing from the people of
Jeanne-Le Ber.

People talk to me about how they are struggling to make ends
meet and about the need to make life more affordable. They have
pointed out the importance of social housing, and I received several
hundred responses about maintaining door-to-door mail delivery.

[English]

The government talks about its mandate and having consulted
with Canadians, but who are the Canadians that the government is
consulting with? Is it Canadians who were asked to consult on bill
C-23? I think not. Maybe it is the Canadians who demand rail safety,
or maybe it is Canadians who will no longer be receiving home
delivery. No, I think not.

From train derailments to the insipid attacks on the Canadian
elections process, the citizens of Jeanne-Le Ber know that their
representative and the NDP are there to listen and to hold the
government to account when they cannot—until 2015.

* % %

AUTISM

Mr. John Weston (West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea to
Sky Country, CPC): Mr. Speaker, today I applaud the town of
Gibsons, B.C., for officially proclaiming World Autism Awareness
Day on April 2 and for the official kick-off of the International
Naturally Autistic People Awards Convention and Festival. This is
the only convention of its kind in the world, and it is rooted right
here in Canada on B.C.'s Sunshine Coast.

On its fifth anniversary, the participation has grown from four to
22 countries. For the first time in its history, it will kick off
simultaneously in five different countries, with a Canadian
delegation attending the Edinburgh conference. Yesterday, the
Centers for Disease Control announced that autism affects one in
68 children in the U.S.

The MP for Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont is a real role
model for all of us parliamentarians in how he integrates his role as
dad and MP. As he said, “Children with autism become adults with
autism and eventually will become senior citizens with autism.” I
commend my colleague and the Autistic People's Federation for their
dedication to raising awareness about autism, supporting the autistic
community, and helping all of us strive for the creation of a society
in which autistic people can evolve and grow beyond any limits.

* % %

ROUGE PARK

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, this week was the 24th anniversary of the announcement
of the Rouge Park by the Government of Ontario. The creation of the
park was the result of the tireless efforts by numerous organizations,
community groups, and local volunteers united in their desire to
protect critical habitat and a priceless heritage for the people of
Canada.

These groups included Save the Rouge, the WWF, the COSCA,
and the thousands of other people who wrote letters and attended
meetings. The Friends of the Rouge have been clear in their desire to
see the park at 100 square kilometres, which is the minimum
necessary to support a sustainable and healthy ecosystem. Sadly, it
seems that the government is considering a much smaller area to
designate as the national park, which would put in jeopardy the
ecological health of the park and all the hard work of local residents
and citizens. Worse, the government has failed to even consult with
these citizens.

On behalf of the thousands of Canadians who care about
preserving our natural heritage, I urge the government to have
meaningful consultations and commit to the creation of a park large
enough to sustain a thriving ecosystem. To do any less would be a
betrayal of all of those citizens.

* % %

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS

Mr. Bryan Hayes (Sault Ste. Marie, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I
would like to acknowledge my sons, both of whom I am so proud of.
I thank Kevin and Brandyn for their support on my campaign and
their belief in my abilities. I thank them for taking their education
seriously and for the trust they place in mom and me to ask for our
advice.

I thank them for the poker games with their friends, for our great
outings on the golf course, and for our constant text messages. |
thank them for the love, support, equality, and respect they show
their beautiful gals, Chantal and Emily. I thank them for being best
friends to each other, but above all else, I thank them for the love and
caring they show to their mother as she loves them more than, as
men, we will ever understand.

They have turned into superb young men. I admire them, look up
to them, respect them, and love them both for who they are. God has
so blessed us as a family. It is so cool to be their dad, and I want to
say from the bottom of my heart that I am sorry for turning them into
Maple Leafs fans. I love these guys.

We wish Brandyn a happy birthday.



March 28, 2014

COMMONS DEBATES

3999

®(1105)
[Translation]

NEIGHBOURHOOD AND FAMILY OUTREACH CENTRES
IN ALFRED-PELLAN

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I am pleased to rise today in the House to acknowledge the
exceptional work of the employees and volunteers at the neighbour-
hood and family outreach centres in my riding.

In Alfred-Pellan, we are lucky to have a number of agencies that
work hard to make our community more welcoming and dynamic.
The Vimont neighbourhood centre, and the Saint Frangois and
Auteuil family outreach centres are a few of the agencies that support
thousands of people in Laval every year.

I want to commend the Saint Frangois family outreach centre in
particular for its new community initiative, a community newspaper
called La Voix de St-Frangois. Everyone in Saint Frangois was
delighted to receive this publication in their mailbox and we are
already looking forward to reading the next issue.

To all the employees and volunteers at these agencies that are so
important to our communities, thank you very much. Your devotion
and hard work are essential to the well-being of the people of Laval.

E
[English]

BRAMPTON BATMAN

Mr. Parm Gill (Brampton—Springdale, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it
is not who we are underneath, but what we do that defines us.

A hero can be anyone, even a man doing something as simple and
reassuring as putting a coat around a little boy's shoulders. Brampton
has that hero: the Brampton Batman.

Stephen Lawrence is more than just a man. He has devoted
himself to an ideal and become something else entirely. For over two
years, he has been a silent guardian, a watchful protector, a dark
knight who has walked the streets of Brampton at night helping
others.

He has changed tires, helped people cross the street, and even
saved a life by performing CPR. The Brampton Batman is always
happy to take pictures or lend a helping hand. He even has his own
Batmobile, and yes, it comes in black.

Brampton is full of people ready to believe in good, and the
Brampton Batman helps us believe. He is a hero Brampton deserves.

* % %

RURAL ECONOMIC SUMMIT OF ONTARIO

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight the Rural Economic Summit of
Ontario, an excellent event that will be taking place in my riding.

[Translation]
As the member for Glengarry—Prescott—Russell, some of my

main objectives are to strengthen the local economies in my riding,
encourage innovation and promote entrepreneurship.

Statements by Members

Having owned a small business before becoming an MP, I can
understand the desire of rural businesses to grow and prosper. That is
why I support the Rural Economic Summit of Ontario, which will be
held from April 30 to May 2, in Clarence-Rockland, in my riding.

[English]

The rural economic summit will bring together rural business
owners from all over Ontario and will tackle a number of important
themes, such as agri-food industry challenges, best practices,
networking, and entrepreneurial initiatives.

I am very honoured to be attending this year along with our
Minister of State for Finance.

Small and medium-sized businesses are the job creators within our
communities, and they are critical to stimulating economic growth
and stability within our local economies.

I hope to see all Ontario businesses there at the summit.

* % %

[Translation]

AIR PASSENGERS' RIGHTS

Mr. José Nunez-Melo (Laval, NDP): Mr. Speaker, a year ago,
Bill C-459 on air passengers' rights in Canada was defeated in this
place by the members opposite. Unlike Canada, most developed
countries in the world have adopted laws on the rights of air
passengers. As a result of the Conservatives' inexplicable decision,
thousands of Canadians across the country have already been
affected and will continue to be affected by this legislative void.

Some of these passengers are seniors, people with disabilities,
students and people with limited financial resources. These travellers
have been penalized because airlines have humiliated them by not
recognizing their right to legitimate compensation.

We wonder why this government refuses to defend consumers.
The actions of this Conservative government and its usual and
systematic negligence must be condemned and give us further
incentive to restore Canadians' dignity and well-being in 2015.

% % %
® (1110)
[English]

OFFSHORE HEALTH AND SAFETY

Mrs. Kelly Block (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday we debated Bill C-5, the offshore health and
safety act, at third reading.

While NDP members said they supported the bill, they continued
to bring forward proposals that would further delay the passage of
this important legislation. Offshore workers deserve better.

This legislation is widely supported by industry, offshore workers,
the offshore regulatory boards, and key stakeholders, including
Justice Robert Wells.
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The Province of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Province of
Nova Scotia have already given royal assent to their respective bills
and now wait on our Parliament for the law to come into force.

NDP members failed Canadian workers yesterday when they
filibustered Bill C-5 and refused to allow Parliament to give offshore
workers what they have been asking for.

When will the NDP stop its delay tactics and pass this bill?

E
[Translation]

QUEBEC ORGANIZATION FOR IMMIGRANTS

Mrs. Sadia Groguhé (Saint-Lambert, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
year is the 15th anniversary of Quebec's action week against racism,
which is known as Semaine d'actions contre le racisme. Discrimina-
tion, racism and exclusion hold our country back, and we benefit
from diversity in a world that is becoming increasingly complex.

I want to highlight the exceptional work done by Chantier
d'Afrique Canada. This organization helps Quebeckers of African
origin successfully integrate by providing a place where they can
find information, consult each other and work together.

The organization's CEPFI program, which provides professional
support to immigrant women, is particularly close to my heart. The
CEPFI program offers training, networking and internships to
provide meaningful ways to help women get involved and to
promote cultural diversity.

I want to personally thank the entire team at Chantier d'Afrique
Canada, and particularly Henriette Kandula, the executive director,
for helping immigrants with their socio-professional development.

% % %
[English]

PENSIONS

Mr. David Sweet (Ancaster—Dundas—Flamborough—West-
dale, CPC): Mr. Speaker, unlike the Liberal leader, who wants to
raise taxes on seniors so he can spend, spend, spend, our
Conservative government believes that seniors deserve to keep
more of their hard-earned dollars. That is why we have taken
unprecedented action to put more money back in the pockets of
seniors and all other Canadians.

We cut the GST, introduced pension income splitting and created a
tax-free savings account that has allowed more than nine million
Canadians to save tax free. However, we did not stop there. We
introduced pooled registered pension plans to help small businesses
and the self-employed to save for their retirement.

Yesterday a new report from the Ontario Chamber of Commerce
and the Certified General Accountants of Ontario endorsed pooled
registered pension plans as a solution for Ontario. A whopping 86%
of employers surveyed support introducing PRPPs. We are pleased
to see such strong support for our government's action. It is too bad
the opposition voted against it.

We encourage all provinces to move forward with PRPPs. We
continue to stand up for seniors and retirees in Ancaster—Dundas—

Flamborough—Westdale, and all of Canada, by building our world-
renowned retirement income system while keeping taxes low.

* % %

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Mr. Scott Simms (Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—Wind-
sor, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, yesterday at committee, while studying the
unfair elections act, we welcomed Mr. Harry Neufeld, the former
elections chief of British Columbia. He recently wrote a report on the
election of 2011. Because the minister likes to quote from his report,
here is what Mr. Neufeld had to say:

...it is important to me that my report is properly understood. Having listened

carefully to what the Minister has said, it is my opinion that he has not interpreted
my report correctly.

He went on to say:

However, over the course of my study, I heard of no candidate scrutineers, voters,
or media representatives ever raising an issue with respect to vouching fraud.

That is the very system the minister now wishes to eliminate.

With regard to the minister's quoting of his report, Mr. Neufeld
also said that the minister has been “selectively reading and quoting
from my report.”

Finally, he said this:

...I believe it is clear that parts of Bill C-23 require careful reconsideration.

Finally, The Globe and Mail said—

The Speaker: Order, please.

The hon. member for Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.

%* % %
o (1115)

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Bev Shipley (Lambton—Kent—Middlesex, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, when one is the Liberal leader, no tough choices, discipline,
or savings are required. Someone who thinks budgets balance
themselves should never be trusted with jobs and the economy.

Our government knows that good economic management requires
tough decisions and sound judgment. Our government remains
steadfast in our commitment to strengthen the economy for all
Canadians.

Canada has had a strong economic performance during the global
crisis and recovery. Our overall job growth since the depth of the
recession is among the best of the G7 countries, with over one
million net new jobs.

KPMG has just ranked Canada as the most cost-competitive
mature market country in the world for business.
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Today, our government will introduce economic action plan 2014
no. 1, marking the next chapter in keeping our commitment to
Canadians. We remain focused on our key priorities: supporting
families and communities, creating jobs and opportunities, and
returning to a balanced budget in 2015.

% % %
[Translation]

JOB MARKET

Mr. Alain Giguére (Marc-Aurele-Fortin, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
we knew that the Conservatives had a bad habit of basing their
decisions on their ideology or on good old Reform prejudice, but this
week, we found out that when it comes to making decisions about
the job market, the Conservatives rely not on experts or Statistics

for their teenager who just moved out.

Across Canada, Canadians who no longer have access to
employment insurance are looking for jobs. The government's

source for managing the job market of a G7 country. Canadians
deserve better than a government that makes it up as it goes along. In

provide real jobs to Canadians.

E
[English]

TRUTH NATIONAL TOUR

Mr. Dave MacKenzie (Oxford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, yesterday
the NDP tried to distance itself from the truth national tour, denying
its affiliation with the truther cause and its belief that 9/11 was an
inside job.

It should be mentioned, too, that the member for Vancouver
Kingsway and the member for Vancouver East also had links and
exchanges with the truther cause, with the member for Vancouver
East delivering a truther petition in 2008. The petition states:

We further believe that elements within the US government were complicit in the
murder of thousands of people on 9/11/2001.

It also says:

...scientific and eyewitness evidence shows that the 9/11 Commission Report is a
fraudulent document and that those behind the report are consciously or
unconsciously guilty of covering up what happened on 9/11/2001.

The NDP can say what it wants, but the real truth is that there is a
disturbing pattern among its members, including the NDP leader and
his deputy leader, the member for Halifax, of supporting and
sustaining ideas of conspiracy—

The Speaker: Order, please.

Oral questions, the hon. member for Halifax.

Oral Questions

ORAL QUESTIONS
[Translation]

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the Minister of
State for Democratic Reform keeps using the word “fraud” when
talking about the Neufeld report. Yesterday, Mr. Neufeld stated very
clearly that he did not find any evidence of fraud.

When will the minister stop distorting what Mr. Neufeld said?
Why did he not consult Harry Neufeld to find out what is really
going on?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, what I said yesterday and what I have been
saying all along since I first introduced the fair elections act is that
there are measures in place to prevent fraud linked to vouching. Not
implementing those measures increases the risk of fraud. That is why
the rules are in place. Those rules were broken some 50,000 times in
the last election. That is unacceptable. That is one of the reasons why
we expect people to bring a piece of identification to prove their
identity when voting.

[English]

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, again, he is
selectively quoting to show he is not selectively quoting. Mr.
Neufeld testified that our electoral system does need to be
modernized, but he said there are ways to fix the problems with
vouching. For example, there could be a declaration taken.

Why did the minister refuse to look at practical solutions like this?
Why, instead, are the Conservatives choosing to eliminate vouching
and therefore disenfranchising thousands of Canadians?

® (1120)

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, we are the taking the reasonable position that
when someone shows up to vote that they present some identifica-
tion to show who they are. That is a reasonable position that I think
average Canadians would support.

They do not have to use photo ID, or even government-issued ID.
They have 39 different forms of identification that they can use,
everything from a utility bill to an OAS cheque stub to an
employment insurance cheque stub, to dozens of others. Most
Canadians would agree that is a reasonable approach to take.

* k%

EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Megan Leslie (Halifax, NDP): Mr. Speaker, moving on to
another example of the government just making things up,
Conservatives were pretty embarrassed this week when they were

Canada to support their budget.

This information was used to justify regressive attacks on wages
and collective bargaining.
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Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order. It is a Friday, and the sound seems to be
carrying more than—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Speaker: Order, order. Several ministers seem to be very
anxious to answer questions, and I would be happy to give them the
floor when the member for Halifax is finished asking the question,
but not until then.

The hon. member for Halifax.

Ms. Megan Leslie: Mr. Speaker, as I said, the information was
used to regressively attack wages and collective bargaining.

Why did the Conservatives try to trick Canadians by using data

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, employers across Canada say that
the biggest challenge they are facing is a lack of skilled workers.

This is particularly problematic in certain sectors and regions
where thousands of jobs are going unfilled because not enough
skilled workers are available to fill them.

That is why we are taking action, including with the Canada job
grant, to ensure that skills training actually leads to permanent jobs
and employers are investing more into equipping Canadians with the
skills that the job market demands.

[Translation]

Mrs. Sadia Groguhé (Saint-Lambert, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Employment has gone on and on for months about the
so-called labour shortage. The problem is that the minister has no
credible facts to back his claims. There is no labour shortage in
tary Budget Officer, the Conference Board of Canada and Statistics
Canada.

Will the minister go back to the drawing board and refrain from

[English]

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we
understand that there is no general labour shortage across the
country, but there are sectoral and geographic labour shortages and
skills deficits we need to deal with as a government to make sure that
Canadians can gain employment, get jobs, and raise their families.

That is why we are implementing the Canada job grant, so that we
can bring more employer investment into training, like most other
countries in the world.

[Translation]
Mrs. Sadia Groguhé (Saint-Lambert, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the

In 2009, economist Don Raymond participated in a panel that made
dozens of recommendations to improve labour market data. We need
reliable data in order to effectively curb unemployment and
maximize the use of public funds.

Why did the government not implement those recommendations?

[English]

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
PBO report is consistent with what we have been saying: “Aggregate
numbers may obscure what is occurring in some regions and sectors
across the country”. That is consistent with what employers are
telling us across the country. For example, the construction sector
says that we need 319,000 new workers in the next 10 years. The
mining and industry sector says we will need 145,000 workers by
2020. The petroleum sector says we will need 130,000 workers by
2020.

We need to take steps, working with our provincial partners, to
provide training so we can train the next generation of Canadian
workers.

[Translation]

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
government seems to think that the Canadian economy's problem is
a skills mismatch, whereas the real problem is simply a lack of jobs.
In the last year, 95% of the jobs created have been part-time jobs.
When will the Conservatives introduce a real plan for economic
growth and job creation for the middle class?

® (1125)

[English]

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in
fact over 80% of new jobs created in Canada over the last year were
full-time jobs. Over 80% are also in the private sector. We have the
best job growth in the G7, over one million net new jobs since the pit
of the economic recession in July 2009. Those are the facts.

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, those facts are all wrong. However, based on its misleading
economic challenge involves a mismatch of jobs, when the real
problem is not enough jobs. We have 265,000 fewer jobs for young
Canadians. Fully 95% of the jobs created over the past year were
part-time. Both job quality and job quantity are down.

When will the Conservatives put forward a real plan for jobs and
growth for middle-class Canadians?
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Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
facts are clear when we talk to employers across the country. In
round table after round table, they continuously tell us that there is a
skills shortage in different sectors within different geographic
regions and we need to deal with this. That is exactly what we are
doing by implementing the Canada job grant. Here are some facts.
Skills Canada tells us we are going to need one-million skilled trades
workers in Canada by 2020. Those are the facts.

Hon. John McCallum (Markham—~Unionville, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Statistics Canada keeps telling us that all their facts are
wrong. The finance department's own research shows that the best
way to grow the economy and create jobs is through infrastructure
investment, yet the government plans a nearly 90% cut to
infrastructure next Tuesday. Given our terrible youth employment
rate and the so-called recovery that is 95% part-time jobs, how can
the government justify crushing its single most effective job creation
tool? Why does it do that?

Mr. Peter Braid (Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure
and Communities, CPC): Mr. Speaker, once again, the Liberal
Party has it wrong. In fact, our government has made historic,
unprecedented investments in infrastructure. That high-level invest-
ment in infrastructure will continue. Our application process opens
this coming Monday, March 31. These infrastructure investments
will enhance our quality of life, improve our productivity, and
increase our economic competitiveness.

E
[Translation]

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the government's new grain transportation bill has so many
flaws that there is even a Conservative member who does not
support it. The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs has already proposed some amendments less than 24 hours
after the bill was introduced. This is consistent with the NDP's
position regarding mandatory service level agreements.

Will the government finally listen to farmers, the NDP and even
its own members and amend its bill, so that it serves the interests of
the people involved?

[English]

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, only two days ago, our
government delivered important and decisive legislation on the side
of farmers to move their grain to port: one million metric tonnes a
week. It also establishes the minimum volume requirements for the
transportation of grain. It strengthens contractual mechanisms
between producers and shippers, and a lot more. I can assure the
member across the floor that my colleague supports farmers and he
supports this legislation.

My question is, will the member stand in her place and vote for
farmers and vote for this legislation when it comes to a vote in the
House?

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we are standing up to fight for farmers. Conservative
members are now agreeing with the NDP about serious problems

Oral Questions

with this new grain transportation bill. The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs said it must be amended. He
warned that it could make a bad situation even worse. Saskatchewan
called the legislation “deficient”.

I visited western grain farmers. Their grain is sitting, stranded
across the country. They are frustrated with the current government
that refuses to take decisive action.

Will the minister finally listen, do the right thing, and agree to
amend the bill?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I really do encourage the
member to work more closely with farmers.

I have a quote from the Canadian Canola Growers Association:

The measures announced in yesterday's Bill, along with other efforts recently
implemented demonstrate that Government is listening to farmers concerns.

The bill will be in front of the House this afternoon for debate.
Then it will be moving to committee and we will be doing our work
in committee.

However, when it comes back to the House, I would like to see the
NDP stand on the side of farmers and support this move, support the
bill that would move their grain to port.

%* % %
®(1130)

EMPLOYMENT

Mr. Peter Julian (Burnaby—New Westminster, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, it is true that western grain farmers have been abandoned
by these Conservatives, just like workers have been abandoned.

Governments should use sound data to develop sound labour
market policies. Instead, the Conservatives use information from

accurate.

We actually have factual data from Statistics Canada and the PBO,
and it is paid for by taxpayers.

Would they acknowledge that their data does not show what they
claim and does not justify their regressive labour market policies that

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
PBO report is not inconsistent with what we have been saying. We
agree that there is no general labour shortage across the country. If
there were, wages would be rising faster than inflation, and that is
simply not the case.

What is happening is that we have sectoral and geographic
problems with our labour market. We need to make sure that we take
steps so that employers can find skilled employees to fill those
positions when they become open, and we need training programs in
place, like the Canada job grant, so that people will be trained to take
those jobs when they are needed.
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[Translation]

Mr. Peter Julian (Burnaby—New Westminster, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the problem is that they have lost 500,000 jobs in the
manufacturing sector since they came to power. The Minister of
Employment and Social Development admitted that he had no idea
about the state of the labour market in Canada.

We are right to have serious concerns about the Minister of
Finance's report on the labour market that was tabled at the same
time as the 2014 budget. What information did the Minister of
Finance use for his report? If the government has no idea what is
going on, why should we trust it?

[English]

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as |
said before, we have the best job growth of any country in the G7.

Since July 2009, the pit of the economic recession, we have created
over a million net new jobs.

I know the member is really concerned about manufacturing jobs
in Ontario. Maybe he should have his NDP leader of the province
stop supporting a Liberal leader who has the highest power rates in
Ontario history.

[Translation]

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Ms. Alexandrine Latendresse (Louis-Saint-Laurent, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the Conservatives' only justification for their electoral
reform has evaporated. The former British Columbia chief electoral
officer, Harry Neufeld, who was being quoted indiscriminately,
decided to set the record straight.

In 2011, 400,000 people used voter information cards to prove
their address, and another 120,000 people had someone vouch for
them so they could vote.

Does the minister agree that if he gets rid of vouching and voter
information cards, 520,000 people could be disenfranchised?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I do not agree with that. The hon. member is
taking it for granted that none of those people had one of the 39
forms of identification allowed by Elections Canada.

What we are proposing is that people be required to show ID with
their name and address. That is reasonable. We are not saying that
voters have to bring a photo, just one of the 39 forms of
identification allowed.

Ms. Alexandrine Latendresse (Louis-Saint-Laurent, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, the minister keeps going on about the irregularities Mr.
Neufeld observed during the 2011 election. That is exactly why Mr.
Neufeld got irritated and decided to set the record straight.

The irregularities identified in his report were the result of
administrative errors. He never said that those irregularities had
anything to do with electoral fraud or the voters themselves. Harry
Neufeld made it abundantly clear that voters are not the problem.
The minister has to stop misrepresenting what Mr. Neufeld said.

Instead of choosing not to trust voters, maybe the minister would
be better off implementing the recommendations in the Neufeld
report. When will he act on that?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I said, I do not agree with Mr. Neufeld's
recommendations. Everyone knows that. Everyone knew that before
yesterday, and my position has not changed. However, Mr. Neufeld's
report was very detailed. I quoted those details and facts accurately,
and I will continue to do so.

®(1135)
[English]

Mr. John Rafferty (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the minister talks as if the only solution to eliminate fraud is
to disenfranchise hundreds of thousands of voters. All he needs to do
is to simplify the vouching paperwork. Mr. Maynard said it, Jean-
Pierre Kingsley said it, and Mr. Neufeld said it.

When will the minister realize that voters are not the problem in
our electoral system? When will he understand that blocking my
constituents in Thunder Bay—Rainy River and thousands of other
Canadians from voting will not solve anything?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am sure that his constituents in Thunder Bay
are capable of producing any of the 39 different pieces of acceptable
ID. He should be clear with his constituents that they do not require
photo ID or government ID to vote. They can choose from 39 pieces,
including things like utility bills, OAS or employment insurance
cheques, statements of attestation from aboriginal reserves, Indian
status cards, and student cards. The list goes on and on.

There are 39 different options. We just think it is reasonable that
people bring some form of ID when they show up to vote.

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, so far,
the total number of experts who say that this bill should be adopted
in its current form is zero. Expert after expert is calling out the
government for trying to ram through a bill that would give the
Conservative Party an unfair advantage.

Everyone in Nickel Belt agrees that it must either be scrapped or
rewritten. Will the minister now stop twisting the words of experts
like Harry Neufeld to justify his reckless changes? Will he agree to
fix this bill?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the fair elections act would keep everyday
Canadians in charge of democracy by pushing special interest groups
to the sidelines and rule breakers out of business. It would close
loopholes to big money. It would protect against the risks of
fraudulent voting. It would crack down on rogue callers who
impersonate either parties or Elections Canada. It would give the
commissioner, the law enforcement watchdog, sharper teeth, a
longer reach, and a freer hand.

It is a good bill.
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[Translation]

Mr. Alexandre Boulerice (Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, let us look at the facts. When there were problems with
the vouching system, it was because of administrative errors. No
voter fraud was reported. The minister has to stop treating honest
citizens like criminals. He is using false pretenses to try to
disenfranchise 120,000 people, including aboriginal people, home-
less people, students, seniors and the poor.

Why are the Conservatives afraid of voters? Why do they want to
take the right to vote away from society's most vulnerable people?
[English]

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have in my hand a list of the 39 different forms
of identification that are accepted: a driver's license; health card;
Canadian passport; certificate of Canadian citizenship; birth
certificate; certificate of Indian status; social insurance number card;
old age security card; student ID card; provincial or territorial
identification card; liquor identification card; medical and hospital
clinic card; credit or debit card; employee card; public transportation
card; library card; Canadian Forces identity card; Veterans Affairs
Canada health card; Canadian Blood Services card; the Canadian
National Institute for the Blind card; the firearm possession and
acquisition licence or possession only licence; a fishing, trapping and
hunting license—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

% % %
[Translation]

EMPLOYMENT

Ms. Lise St-Denis (Saint-Maurice—Champlain, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the government is getting its statistics about available jobs
from websites, which is skewing all the benchmark data. Without
expert analysis, the statistics from these websites are not reliable and
fluctuate wildly.

How can the government claim to have a coherent employment
policy if it refuses to use sources that are recognized by all of the
country's economic stakeholders?

[English]

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
PBO report is clear and is not inconsistent with the position that we
have taken. I will quote from page 13:

...the lack of evidence of a national labour shortage or skills mismatch in Canada

does not rule out regional- and sector-specific labour shortages or skills
mismatches.

Why do they not support the PBO?
Mr. Francis Scarpaleggia (Lac-Saint-Louis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,

Canadians yet again that the Conservatives prefer to pick and
choose unreliable numbers to support their ideological policies. We
witnessed this distaste for evidence with the elimination of the long
form census, and are now seeing it again.

When will the government finally understand that reliable
statistics are key to delivering effective job programs? When will

Oral Questions

the government start basing its decisions on facts rather than rigid
ideological bias?

®(1140)

Mr. Scott Armstrong (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Employment and Social Development, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the
policies put in place by this government have led to the biggest job
growth of any country in the G7 since the pit of the economic
recession in July 2009, with over one million net new jobs.

Every policy that we bring forward to help create jobs in this
country, that member and party oppose. Why do those members not
get onboard and help us create jobs and build growth in this country?

* % %

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Hon. Mark Eyking (Sydney—Victoria, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
last time legislation was put before the House to deal with the grain
transportation issue, the government ignored all the good advice it
got from farmers. It voted down every single amendment that farm
groups proposed, and because of that it has this $8 billion grain crisis
on its hands now.

When farmers, provincial governments, and even its own
parliamentary secretary are saying that Bill C-30 is not good
enough, is the government finally going to listen? Will it protect
short lines and producer cars?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, Bill C-30 is
important and very good legislation. This legislation would help to
correct the problem that farmers are having moving their grain to
port. It would impose transportation requirements of one million
metric tonnes of grain moved to port each and every week by the two
railroad companies. It would impose fines of $100,000 per day for
non-compliance.

I have quotes here. The Manitoba minister of agriculture states,
“The Manitoba government supports this move”. The Alberta
minister of agriculture says, “We are pleased that the federal
government has brought forward the fair rail for grain farmers act.”

I would ask that member and his party to support this key
legislation.

E
[Translation]

CANADA REVENUE AGENCY

Mr. Murray Rankin (Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am not at
all surprised that the minister is dismissing the revelations that the
Canada Revenue Agency is compromising Canadians' privacy every
year with its data breaches. More than 2,000 Canadians were
exposed to identity theft through the minister's mismanagement of
the agency.
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Canadians expect the minister to take responsibility. When will
that happen?
[English]

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Revenue and for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, CPC): Mr. Speaker, we do agree that Canadians should
rightfully expect their personal information to be protected. The
CRA has a close working relationship with the Office of the Privacy
Commissioner and acts on all of her recommendations.

I would clarify that 95% of the reported privacy issues are related
to misdirected mail. The CRA handles nearly 150 million pieces of
mail each year, and therefore these incidents represent 0.001% of all
of the supposed breaches that the hon. member—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Victoria.

Mr. Murray Rankin (Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, that is cold
comfort for over 2,000 Canadians.

Let us return to reality for a moment. The CRA's Montreal offices
have been infiltrated by organized crime. The CRA is failing to
collect untold billions of dollars in revenue from tax cheats and
others who simply refuse to pay. Now we learn that it is exposing
thousands of Canadians to identity theft through a lax approach to
privacy.

The CRA experienced more data breaches last year than all other
departments since 2006, so how can the minister say it is no
problem?

Mr. Gerald Keddy (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Revenue and for the Atlantic Canada Opportunities
Agency, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the CRA takes privacy breaches with
the utmost level of seriousness. We know this is a concern for
Canadians. Canadians have a right to expect the CRA to look out for
their privacy. We will continue to do that.

The member opposite knows this. He should recognize that it is
irresponsible to misrepresent the facts and undermine the confidence
that Canadians place in the CRA.

E
[Translation]

VETERANS AFFAIRS

Ms. Francine Raynault (Joliette, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it has been
nearly two years since the Federal Court ruled in favour of veterans
on the issue of pensions, yet they are still waiting to hear whether the
government will compensate them retroactively. The ombudsman
has been inundated with telephone calls from veterans who feel that
the minister has stalled long enough. The ombudsman and the Royal
Canadian Legion are calling for a decision.

Can the government tell us if it intends to compensate these
veterans who have been unfairly treated? Yes or no?

®(1145)
[English]

Mr. Parm Gill (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member opposite should

know that our government voluntarily increased benefits for veterans
receiving the earnings loss benefit, the Canadian Forces income

support, and the war veterans allowance. This meant thousands of
dollars more for veterans in addition to added benefits to the veterans
independence program.

If the member and her party cared about veterans, they would not
have voted against the initiative we brought forward.

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Maybe,
Mr. Speaker, it got lost in translation.

My question to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Veterans Affairs is very clear. These disabled veterans were
wrongfully clawed back on the earnings loss benefit from April of
2006 until November of 2012. Two veterans ministers previously
said they would promise to fix this problem.

My question is quite clear. For two years now, we and other
people have been asking when these disabled veterans will get the
money they so rightfully deserve.

Mr. Parm Gill (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Veterans Affairs, CPC): Mr. Speaker, there is no other government
in the history of our great nation that has done more for Canada's
veterans than this government right here under the leadership of our
Prime Minister. We have invested almost $5 billion in additional
funding since coming to office.

The NDP and the Liberal Party have voted against virtually every
single initiative we have brought forward. I would encourage the
member opposite to please stop playing partisan games with our
veterans and start supporting the initiatives.

* % %

THE ECONOMY

Mr. Bob Zimmer (Prince George—Peace River, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, under the strong, stable leadership of our Prime Minister,
our Conservative government has remained committed to strength-
ening the economy for all Canadians. Canada's overall job growth
record since the depth of the recession is the best amongst all G7
countries, with over one million net new jobs created. Nearly 90% of
those jobs are full time and more than 80% are in the private sector.

Despite a worldwide economic crisis, we have never wavered
from seeing our plan through.

Can the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance please
tell the House what our newest step will be to create economic
growth?

Mr. Andrew Saxton (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Finance, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I thank the member for Prince
George—Peace River for that excellent question.

Unlike the Liberal leader, who thinks that budgets balance
themselves, we know good economic management requires tough
decisions, a focus on priorities, and sound judgment. Under our
government, Canada has enjoyed strong economic performance
during both the global recession and the recovery.

Today we will introduce economic action plan 2014, act one,
marking the next chapter in keeping our commitment to Canadians.
We remain focused on our key priorities, supporting families and
communities, creating jobs and opportunities, and returning to
balance in 2015.
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[Translation]

PRIVACY

Ms. Anne Minh-Thu Quach (Beauharnois—Salaberry, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, according to a University of Toronto study, Internet
service providers are sharing their clients' private information with
Canadian surveillance agencies, without anyone knowing about it
and without any transparency. The report also indicates that none of
the foreign providers that manage Canadian Internet traffic shows
any compliance with Canadian privacy laws. This is troubling and
completely irresponsible.

Can the government tell us what it has done to protect the personal
information of Canadians?
[English]

Ms. Roxanne James (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, 1 would like to assure all Canadians that our government
takes the privacy of law-abiding Canadians seriously. At all times,
law enforcement agencies comply with Canadian law regarding
receiving any type of information. For the record, we will take no
lessons from the NDP.

Mr. Kennedy Stewart (Burnaby—Douglas, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
that is about as vague an answer as one can get.

Just because sharing data without a warrant is a common practice
does not make it the right practice. Canadian consumers deserve to
know if their private information is being protected. Right now it is
impossible to find out how often their data is being given to security
agents without a warrant.

This is a simple request. Will the government come clean to
Canadians about how often their information is collected by Internet
service providers? Yes or no?

® (1150)

Ms. Roxanne James (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, again, the same answer is going to be provided for the
same question.

Of course, the Canadian government is concerned about the
privacy of all Canadians. We take it extremely seriously and, at all
times, all law enforcement and security agencies within Canadian
jurisdiction abide by the law in all respects.

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
no wonder Canadians do not trust the Conservative government to
protect their privacy. First, the Conservatives tried an Internet
snooping bill, but that was killed by the minister's offensive
comments. Now they have a bill that is supposed to stop
cyberbullying, but the Conservatives cannot help themselves and
are trying to sneak in unrelated measures that would let them take
Canadians' personal information from telecom companies.

Is that why the Conservatives ended the debate early? Did they
think no one would notice?

Mr. Robert Goguen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the member is incorrect. The
Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act
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applies to any and all voluntary disclosure of information. Anyone
who violates the act can face civil litigation.

We are giving the police the tools they need to crack down on all
sorts of online crime, particularly cyberbullying and child porno-
graphy; and I look forward to this bill going to the justice committee
where it can be studied fully.

[Translation]

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
quite frankly, I am not surprised to see the Conservatives stooping so
low, as they typically do, on an issue as serious as cyberbullying.

This bill has been before the House for months now. Canadians
want transparency on how their personal information is being
handled. They do not want political games or troubling provisions on
electronic surveillance brought in through the back door in a bill on
cyberbullying.

Why are the Conservatives afraid of debating their own provisions
on surveillance in Bill C-13?

Mr. Robert Goguen (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC): Mr. Speaker, same question, same answer, only
this time in French. The member is absolutely wrong.

The Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents
Act protects all Canadians and applies to any voluntary disclosure of
information. Anyone who violates the act can face civil litigation.
We are giving the police the tools they need to crack down on
cyberbullying and child pornography, and I look forward to studying
the bill more thoroughly.

% % %
[English]

THE ENVIRONMENT

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the IPCC released its latest report on climate change today.
It shows that mitigation efforts are failing and that adaptation efforts
have to begin in earnest. Simultaneously, the Minister of the
Environment has cut her budget by 30%, eviscerated climate change
programs by 77%, and gutted her department's capacity to do
anything.

Will the minister drop her usual nonsensical answers, take the
IPCC report seriously, and engage her department in real mitigation
and adaptation activities?

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of the Environment, Minister
of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency and
Minister for the Arctic Council, CPC): Mr. Speaker, no
government has done more on the environment than our govern-
ment.

We have invested record amounts, which include over $4 billion
in science and technology at Environment Canada alone. We have
invested a quarter of a billion dollars in Canada's weather services.
We have given new tax support for clean energy generation.
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Building on our record of protecting a historic amounts of land,
budget 2014 is investing a significant amount of money to protect
Canada's national parks and the environment; and right now we are
providing almost $400 million to make even more improvements to
our highways, bridges, and dams. Budget 2014 is also proposing to
enhance incentives to encourage additional donations—

The Speaker: The hon. member for Scarborough—Guildwood.

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, it is true that no government and no minister has done
more to destroy her budget, lay off her staff, gut her department's
capability, and to deny climate change.

The minister loves to take credit where none is due. The IPCC
report is saying that a huge effort is needed, yet the minister buries
her head in the sand.

Instead of passive fatalism, will the minister restore her budget,
end the war on science, and get back in the game?

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq (Minister of the Environment, Minister
of the Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency and
Minister for the Arctic Council, CPC): Mr. Speaker, let me
continue on.

Our government is also providing additional funding to support
the Earth Rangers, which educates children about biodiversity and
empowers them to become directly involved in protecting the
environment. We have renewed funding for Sustainable Develop-
ment Technology Canada, and implemented a world-class monitor-
ing system for the oil sands.

Our government has also increased the penalties for those found
guilty of breaking our environmental laws and provided additional
funding for the Nature Conservancy of Canada.

We have done this without introducing a carbon tax, which they
would have done.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!
® (1155)

The Speaker: The noise level is creeping up again. [ am going to
ask members not to give assistance to their colleagues, either in
asking or answering the questions. Especially during that last
answer, there was quite a lot of help from the minister's colleagues. I
am sure she does not need it.

E
[Translation]

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Ms. Elaine Michaud (Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, the Conservatives like to use the army and soldiers in their
photo ops, but do not seem to be bragging too much about the major
cuts made to the Royal Canadian Army Cadets program.

Out of a total of 800 employees in charge of running the
administrative program, no fewer than 400 will be laid off, even
though 53,000 young people currently belong to the cadets.

How can the Minister of National Defence justify such a
draconian cut to such a beneficial program for our young people?

How does he hope to provide the same services to those young
people with half the employees?

[English]

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this government is
committed to cadet organizations and their role in promoting good
citizenship, leadership, community service, and physical fitness
among young Canadians.

On October 2, the government announced a five-year renewal
initiative to strengthen the cadet and Junior Canadian Ranger
programs. The goal is to enhance program delivery to increase
awareness and participation in the programs and to enhance
partnerships and volunteerism.

The five-year renewal plan will increase participation in the cadets
from 52,000 to 70,000 and increase the Junior Canadian Rangers
from 135 to 153 patrols. Through internal savings and reinvestment,
resources at the community level will be increased and supports
Srow.

Ms. Elaine Michaud (Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, under the Conservatives, national defence headquarters
keeps growing, but the number of people working on bases with
cadets keeps shrinking. It is more tail, less teeth. The rear admiral in
charge explained these layoffs saying that he needed to renew,
update, and refresh.

Does the minister really think the people who help cadets and who
are now losing their jobs are going to find this refreshing?

Mr. James Bezan (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
National Defence, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this government has
increased the defence budget by 27% since 2006. Funding for the
cadet and Junior Canadian Ranger programs has increased for the
last three fiscal years.

We are very satisfied on this side that the Canadian Armed Forces
has embarked on a renewal of the cadet and the Junior Canadian
Ranger programs that will see cuts to the administration but
reinvestments into the programs for our youth.

This is yet another example of our government's commitment to
providing equipment and services required by our men and women
in uniform, while safeguarding the tax dollars of Canadians.

* % %

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Stephen Woodworth (Kitchener Centre, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday we learned that the Government of the
Philippines and its partner have signed a comprehensive agreement
on Bangsamoro.

This agreement brings an end to the decades-long insurgency in
the Philippines. This agreement is expected to bring increased
opportunity and development in the autonomous region of
Bangsamoro and, therefore, benefit all Filipinos.
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Can the Minister of Foreign Affairs please share with this House
the government's reaction to this development in the Philippines?

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Canada warmly welcomes this very important agreement.

This agreement is a testament to the determination of both
President Aquino and the Philippine people, who have for many
years worked to bring peace to their country. They are putting
conflict behind them and building a better country.

We congratulate them for that. Our government is very proud to
have supported the crafting of the commission's recommendations
on how to create a new civilian police force in Bangsamoro. Our
government encourages both parties to the agreement and all
Filipinos to continue to work together to bring a genuine and lasting
peace and reconciliation to their country.

* % %

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

Mr. Ted Hsu (Kingston and the Islands, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the
Conservative Bill C-23, the unfair elections act, says that the party
who wins one election will get to choose the central poll supervisor
for the next election.

Do Canadians want more partisans running elections? Before the
Conservatives unfair elections act came along, the central poll
supervisor was non-partisan, appointed by Elections Canada.

Why do honest, hard-working Canadians trying to take care of
their families need one more thing stacked against them by the
Conservative government?

Hon. Pierre Poilievre (Minister of State (Democratic Reform),
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the tradition of having political parties
recommend names to serve in the local elections administration is
long standing.

His party has, for example, been recommending positions for
deputy returning officer and poll clerk for many years. That is the
way it worked in the last election. That is the way it will work in the
next election.

This process allows the various parties to hold each other
accountable and make sure the system is fair, while the returning
officer, the most senior official in each constituency, is appointed by
Elections Canada as a result of changes we made in the Federal
Accountability Act.

©(1200)

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Mr. Wayne Marston (Hamilton East—Stoney Creek, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, on May 15, the annual report on the impact that the
Canada-Colombia Free Trade Agreement has had on the human
rights situation in Colombia is due. Civil society groups and labour
groups have been given only six days to provide input to that report.

The Conservative government has clearly set an impossible
deadline. Will the Conservatives now agree to extend this arbitrary
deadline to ensure meaningful consultations can take place on this
important report? Or, will they once again this year simply fail to
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take into consideration the very serious human rights situation in
Colombia?

Mr. Erin O'Toole (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, as the member well
knows, that trade agreement has a built-in review cycle to see the
impact on human rights, and there has been no impact on human
rights as a result of that agreement. I would also note that $161
million has been dedicated to that country as a result of our
relationship and our economic diplomacy in the region, to build its
institutions and to help our partners build up their own human rights
records.

It is sad that the New Democrats criticize trade and oppose every
measure our government brings before this House to create more
jobs in our exporting sector, which is already creating one in five
jobs in Canada. I would ask that member to look past the rhetoric,
get behind our job-creating—

The Speaker: Order, please.

The hon. member for Oakville.

HEALTH

Mr. Terence Young (Oakville, CPC): Mr. Speaker, 14 years ago,
my 15-year-old daughter Vanessa Young tragically died from a heart
attack while on the prescription drug Prepulsid, which was later
deemed not safe and was removed from the market.

Today, our government has taken an important step to improving
drug safety for all Canadians. Can the Minister of Health inform this
House what is being done to strengthen drug and patient safety in
Canada to better protect all Canadians from the dangerous
consequences of adverse drug reactions?

Hon. Rona Ambrose (Minister of Health, CPC): Mr. Speaker, |
am very proud of our government's historic legislation, the
protecting Canadians from unsafe drugs act, or Vanessa's law. This
is the first major update to Canada's drug safety laws in decades, and
it will help identify potentially dangerous drugs, ensure the quick
recall of unsafe drugs, and require reporting of adverse drug
reactions.

I thank the opposition members for their support. We will work
hard to ensure we have the strongest possible safety systems in place
so that we can keep Canadians safe.

We can all agree that the member for Oakville deserves full credit
for this.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear!
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[Translation]

FORESTRY INDUSTRY

Mr. Claude Patry (Jonquiére—Alma, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is all
very well for the government to introduce another omnibus budget
implementation bill. Forestry workers in Quebec know that they will
not be getting their share.

While hundreds of millions of dollars will go to the fishers in
Newfoundland, while half a billion dollars will go to the auto
industry in Ontario, the forestry industry in Quebec will have to
settle for crumbs, despite the challenges that remain. One might
think that the forestry workers in Quebec are not worth as much to
the Conservatives as other workers.

Is there a minister from Quebec who understands the importance
of the forestry industry in Quebec and will ensure that it gets its fair
share?

[English]

Mr. Erin O'Toole (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, 1 believe the hon.
member is referring to the softwood lumber agreement. That
agreement continues to enjoy strong support from industry across
the country, and from provincial governments, for the predictability
and stability that agreement has provided.

I would refer the member to a statement from Tembec, a Quebec-
based forestry company. It stated:

Thanks to the Softwood Lumber Agreement, lumber exports are free of export tax
or quotas today and for the majority of the past year, resulting in a resurgence of
exports from Ontario and notably Quebec.

This is another example of our government standing behind job
creation.

[Translation]

Mr. Claude Patry (Jonquiére—Alma, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I have
proof that the federal government has abandoned the forestry
workers back home. Even though Quebec has changed its approach
to allocating stumpage fees, the federal government still refuses to
use the provision in the softwood lumber agreement that would
exempt Quebec from the surcharges imposed by the Americans.
Even though Quebec has a more open system than the maritime
provinces, it is still being penalized by the federal government.

When will the minister dispense with the double standard and
finally agree to the request from Quebec's forestry industry?

© (1205)
[English]

Mr. Erin O'Toole (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
International Trade, CPC): Mr. Speaker, at current market prices,
all Canadian exports of softwood lumber have duty-free and quota-
free access to the U.S. market as a result of our agreement. The
agreement reflects a negotiated outcome to a complex trade dispute
and does not discriminate against any province or region of the
country. That member should recognize this. He should listen to
voices from Quebec, like Tembec, and get behind this agreement.

FOREIGN INVESTMENT

Mr. Brent Rathgeber (Edmonton—St. Albert, Ind.): Mr.
Speaker, Industry Canada has been warned for some time that a
lack of clarity in the Investment Canada Act is going to threaten
foreign investment in Canada. The net benefit test remains nebulous,
and terms added on the fly, in 2012, such as “exceptional
circumstances” and “strategic resources”, are wholly undefined.
Predictably, foreign investment is declining. For example, Chinese
investment fell from $21.5 billion in 2012, to a mere $220 million
last year.

As $100 billion of capital is required for Alberta alone for the oil
sands by 2019, when will the government provide clarity to the
Investment Canada Act to stop repelling foreign investment?

Hon. Mike Lake (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Industry, CPC): Mr. Speaker, our government's first priority is
creating high-quality jobs for Canadians and driving economic
growth. Since 2005, when this government came to power, foreign
direct investment is up in the following: agriculture, forestry, fishing
and hunting, 46%; construction, 70%; manufacturing, 62%; retail
trade, 96%; transportation and warehousing, 206%; finance and
insurance, 52%; and, the hon. member might be interested to know,
in mining, oil and gas, 86%.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

SPECIAL ECONOMIC MEASURES ACT

Hon. John Baird (Minister of Foreign Affairs, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to section 7 of the Special Economic Measures
Act, 1 have the honour to table in the House, in both official
languages, copies of the following regulations and orders made on
March 17, March 19, and March 21, 2014.

* % %

ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN 2014 ACT, NO. 1

Hon. Peter Van Loan (for the Minister of Finance) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-31, An Act to implement certain provisions
of the budget tabled in Parliament on February 11, 2014 and other
measures.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and printed)

* k%

PETITIONS
RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Mr. John Rafferty (Thunder Bay—Rainy River, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to present a petition signed by many people in
northern Ontario who are trying to save the Algoma Central Railway.
It is a very important part of northern Ontario, particularly around
Sault Ste. Marie. It is the sole point of access for many businesses,
homes, and communities along the route. The petitioners are calling
on the Government of Canada to reinstate the federal funding that
allowed for the operation of the Algoma Central Railway.
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IMPAIRED DRIVING

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am
honoured to present two petitions today. The first petition represents
thousands of Canadians. It highlights that 22-year-old Kassandra
Kaulius was killed by a drunk driver. A group of people who have
also lost loved ones to impaired drivers, called “Families For
Justice”, believes that the current impaired driving laws are too
lenient. They are calling for new mandatory minimum sentences for
people who have been convicted of impaired driving causing death.

® (1210)
SEX SELECTION

Mr. Mark Warawa (Langley, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the second
petition highlights that over 200 million girls have been lost through
sex selective pregnancy termination, creating a global gender
imbalance and causing girls to be trafficked into prostitution.

Petitioners are calling upon Parliament to condemn this worst
form of discrimination against females.

THE ENVIRONMENT

Hon. Hedy Fry (Vancouver Centre, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would
like to present a petition, representing hundreds of thousands of
British Columbians, in the Lower Mainland and beyond, who wish
to make it very clear that the Fraser Surrey Docks proposal to ship U.
S. thermal coal through B.C. communities poses serious and direct
risks to both the residents and the environment along the proposed
coal corridor. It includes White Rock, Surrey, Delta, New
Westminster, Burnaby, Richmond, and Texada Island.

The petitioners point out that coal dust causes respiratory illness
such as chronic bronchitis and emphysema, and diesel particulates
cause respiratory illness and are a carcinogen, according to the World
Health Organization. Coal contains toxic heavy metals, and over 100
schools are within a distance that may pose possible health risks
from coal dust or diesel particulates. Nine municipalities, represent-
ing more than 40% of British Columbia's population, have passed
resolutions either opposing the Fraser Surrey Docks coal port or
requesting an independent, third-party comprehensive health impact
assessment. The chief medical officers of the region are also asking
for such an assessment to be made.

The Speaker: I would remind hon. members to try to keep their
summaries very brief so we can get through petitions.

DIVORCE ACT

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, these petitioners mark the fact that children ordinarily thrive
the best when raised by both parents. Despite that, courts actually
favour mostly sole-custody. Therefore, the petitioners are asking
Parliament to amend the Divorce Act to require equal shared
parenting to be treated as the rebuttable presumption in custody
decisions, except, of course, in cases of proven neglect or abuse.

[Translation]
PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATORS

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I am
presenting two petitions today. The first petition calls on the House
of Commons to amend the Criminal Code to protect bus drivers. My
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father was a bus driver for 30 years, and I am very familiar with the
dangers of this job.

[English]
RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Claude Gravelle (Nickel Belt, NDP): Mr. Speaker, in my
second petition, petitioners are calling on the Government of Canada
to reinstate the federal funding allowed for the operation of the
Algoma Central Railway.

What is unique about this petition is that not only do I have names
from Sault Ste. Marie, Bruce Mines, Sudbury, and Dowling, but I
also have names from people from Chicago, Connecticut, and Ohio.
Even the Americans are more concerned about our railroad system
than the Conservative government is.

[Translation]
PUBLIC TRANSIT OPERATORS

Ms. Elaine Michaud (Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to present two petitions today on the same
topic. The petitioners want to draw the attention of the House of
Commons to the high number of attacks every year on bus drivers
who serve the public.

They are also calling on the House of Commons to amend the
Criminal Code to create an offence for attacks committed against bus
drivers while they are working and to set harsher penalties for the
attackers. People from across the province are urging the govern-
ment to act quickly.

HEALTH OF ANIMALS AND MEAT INSPECTION

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would like to present two petitions.

The first petition is in support of the bill I introduced in the House,
Bill C-322, which would amend the Health of Animals Act and the
Meat Inspection Act to prohibit the importation or exportation of
horses for slaughter for human consumption and horse meat products
for human consumption.

[English]
PENSIONS

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, in the second petition, petitioners from my
community of Nelson are calling on the Government of Canada to
work with provincial and territorial governments to increase pension
benefits under the Canada and Quebec pension plans, and to
implement a fully-funded plan to phase in such an increase without
delay.
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[Translation]
CANADA POST

Mr. Pierre Jacob (Brome—Missisquoi, NDP): Mr. Speaker, this
is the second time that I have presented a petition about Canada Post
this winter. The petition was signed by many people in Brome—
Missisquoi who are unhappy that Canada Post will no longer be
offering home mail delivery and will be increasing rates. They
condemn the fact that people will lose jobs, and they are concerned
that Canada Post could be privatized. Lastly, they are urging the
government to seek alternatives that will modernize the services
provided by Canada Post and allow home delivery to continue.

% % %
®(1215)
[English]

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mrs. Kelly Block (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Natural Resources, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the following question will
be answered today: No. 301.

[Text]
Question No. 301—Ms. Libby Davies:

With regard to The Royal Society of Canada (RSC) Expert Panel on Safety Code
6: (@) which department and persons within the government were responsible for
contracting RSC to conduct the expert panel; (b) what were the criteria for selecting
an organization to conduct the expert panel; (c¢) what is the mandate of the expert
panel; and () why was the sentence “certain members of the general public may be
more susceptible to harm from microwave exposure” removed from the 2009 Safety
Code 6 update and will it be included in this year’s update of Safety Code 6
following the conclusion of RSC Expert Panel on Safety Code 6?

Hon. Rona Ambrose (Minister of Health, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, with regard to (a), Health Canada was the department
responsible for the Royal Society of Canada, RSC, contract. The
contracting authority is the director general, environmental and
radiation health sciences directorate, on behalf of the Minister of
Health.

With regard to (b), Health Canada committed to obtaining an
independent expert assessment of the review of Safety Code 6, SC6,
through a formalized expert panel process. For reasons that included
its well-known experience of over 130 years in convening expert
panels to provide independent advice, notably to government on
matters of public policy, the RSC was chosen to conduct the
assessment of Health Canada’s review of SC6. The RSC is Canada’s
national academy, which exists to promote Canadian research and
scholarly accomplishment, and to advise governments, non-govern-
mental organizations, and Canadians on matters of public interest.
The RSC had, furthermore, previously assembled a panel to conduct
such a review of SC6 in 1999.

With regard to (c), the RSC was contracted to conduct an
independent expert assessment of SC6 to ensure that the results of
emerging research relating to the safety of radiofrequency, RF,
energy on human health would be reflected appropriately in the
revised SC6 as required. The RSC carries out this activity through a
formalized expert panel process.

With regard to (d), the 2009 version of SC6 introduced several
editorial changes to improve clarity. Any amendments did not

introduce a change in approach or policy, and the exposure limits
remain comparable to all international science-based human RF
exposure limits. Currently a draft of a revised Safety Code 6 is
undergoing review by the Royal Society of Canada, RSC. Following
receipt of the report from the RSC, Health Canada will consult
further with Canadians prior to finalizing the revised Safety Code 6.

E
[English]

QUESTIONS PASSED AS ORDERS FOR RETURNS

Mrs. Kelly Block (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Natural Resources, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if Question Nos. 299 and
300 could be made orders for return, these returns would be tabled
immediately.

[Text]
Question No. 299—Mr. Charlie Angus:
With regard to government funding, what is the total amount, by fiscal years

2011-2012 and 2012-2013, allocated within the constituency of Timmins—James
Bay, specifying each department or agency, initiative and amount?

(Return tabled)
Question No. 300—Mr. Claude Gravelle:
With regard to government funding, what is the total amount allocated for fiscal

year 2012-2013 within the constituency of Nickel Belt, specifying each department,
agency, initiative and amount?

(Return tabled)

[English]
The Speaker: Is that agreed?
Some hon. members: Agreed.

Mrs. Kelly Block: Mr. Speaker, I ask that the remaining questions
be allowed to stand.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS
[English]

FAIR RAIL FOR GRAIN FARMERS ACT

Hon. Rona Ambrose (for the Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food) moved that Bill C-30, An Act to amend the Canada
Grain Act and the Canada Transportation Act and to provide for
other measures, be read the second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Pierre Lemieux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Agriculture, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand today to
speak to Bill C-30, Fair Rail for Grain Farmers Act.
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Today we debate this important bill that has the singular purpose
of improving our supply chain and rail logistics in Canada. Since its
introduction on Wednesday, the ministers of agriculture and transport
have been out on the ground, meeting with stakeholders in that
supply chain and working hard to ensure that this gets done properly
and quickly.

The current transportation challenges affect all players in the
supply chain, and it is essential that Canadian shippers remain
competitive in domestic and international markets. Our government
is focused on a way forward that will benefit all shippers, selling
every commodity from grain to oil, and that will continue to grow
our resource economy.

That is why we are taking immediate action to get all commodities
moving faster, through legislation and regulations that are designed
to increase supply chain transparency, strengthen contracts between
producers and shippers, and help ensure the entire grain handling
and transportation system is working at peak capacity. This
legislation addresses the immediate needs of our economy and
longer-term challenges because our economy needs a system that
works today and tomorrow, with the capacity to move what is
grown.

Yes, we are counting on all sides of the House of Commons to do
the right thing and help us to implement these critical measures as
quickly as possible. Our economy depends on it. As we all know,
farmers delivered a record crop last year, one-third higher than the
previous year and 50% higher than average. As many have said, if
this type of performance is expected to be the new normal, we must
prepare for that. That is what this legislation is about.

Farmers have not been able to deliver their grain to port or to
customers, meaning that they do not have cash to finance their
operators or storage capacity for next year's crop. A record $5 billion
worth of grain could be sitting in farmers' bins, heading into the next
crop year.

That is why earlier this month, we brought forward an order in
council under the Canada Transportation Act to stabilize the national
transportation system and to get grain moving to port. The order in
council requires the Canadian National and Canadian Pacific
Railways to move a minimum quantity of western regulated grain
each week. We are now building upon that order in council.

[Translation]

We will amend the Canada Transportation Act so that it includes
the power to regulate volume requirements, as necessary, and extend
the interswitching distances to 160 km for all commodities in the
Prairies. We will also amend the Canada Grain Act in order to
regulate grain contract provisions; require other information to
increase transparency of the performance of railways, ports and
terminals; and create the regulatory authority to add greater
specificity to service level agreements, as requested by all shippers.

These concrete and comprehensive measures will take effect
immediately after they are passed.

Government Orders
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[English]

Under the bill, we will amend the Canada Transportation Act to
set out minimum volumes of grain, in extraordinary circumstances,
that railways are required to transport, at the joint recommendation
of the Minister of Transport and the Minister of Agriculture and
Agri-Food. This change would provide greater predictability for
shippers and producers, supporting specific volume performance
requirements and ensuring that the supply chain is prepared to
respond to peak demand.

Second, our government is creating the regulatory authority to
enable the Canadian Transportation Agency to extend interswitching
distances to 160 kilometres from 30 kilometres for all commodities
on the prairies. Interswitching is an operation performed by railway
companies in which one carrier picks up cars from a shipper and
drops off these cars to another carrier that performs the line haul.

Increasing the access that farmers and elevators have to the lines
of competing railway companies will increase competition among
railways for business and give shippers more transportation options.
Up to 150 elevators would then have access to more than one
railway, compared to only 14 right now. This will increase
competition among railways as well as the grain elevators for
farmers' business.

Third, we will amend the Canada Grain Act to strengthen
contracts between producers and shippers. Regulatory provisions
could be created to require that grain companies compensate
producers if they do not honour their contracts.

Fourth, we are establishing regulatory power to add great
specificity to service level agreements, as asked for by all shippers.
We will do this by defining in regulations which operational
requirements would be mandatory in these agreements.

These are the immediate measures we are taking in this legislation
to get the grain moving now and over the coming months. But we
are not stopping there.

We will also require the railways to deliver more timely and
detailed data on grain movement. This will help in monitoring the
performance of the supply chain. The Canadian Transportation
Agency will also gather information from all grain supply chain
partners on shipping capacities and plans prior to each new crop
year.

[Translation]

This legislation will allow us to adopt clear and realistic solutions
so that Canadian shippers have access to a world-class logistics
system that will ensure predictable and timely shipping of Canada's
agricultural and other products to markets.

Today we are also announcing that the government will expedite
the review of the Canada Transportation Act, which will focus first
on rail transportation.
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This expedited review will evaluate solutions to the structural
problems of the grain supply chain and determine how to amend the
Canada Transportation Act in order to create a more flexible system.

[English]

Taken together, these measures would strengthen contracts
between producers and shippers, improve performance by railways,
and help ensure that the entire supply chain is working at full
capacity.

As the minister of agriculture for Alberta said:

We are pleased that the federal government has brought forward the Fair Rail for
Grain Farmers Act, which addresses some of our concerns and will help strengthen
rail transportation system performance in the immediate- and long-term.

The minister of agriculture for Manitoba said:

The Manitoba government supports this move as it means trains will be able to
travel longer distances along other rail companies’ tracks and will improve
Manitoba’s access to the port in Churchill as well as important U.S. markets

Finally, the Canadian Canola Growers Association said:

The measures announced in yesterday’s Bill, along with other efforts recently
implemented demonstrate that Government is listening to farmers concerns.

This legislation is not the final step. Our government will continue
to engage the full value chain and the provinces to look at the
challenges of transporting this year's record harvest and identify all
and any improvements moving forward. At the same time, our
government will continue to build a stronger grain sector through an
aggressive trade and innovation agenda.

We are looking forward to the debate in the House today. This
legislation will be moving to committee as soon as possible. I do
look to my colleagues in the other parties to support this important
legislation before the House.

® (1225)

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, we have been asking the government to take action for
months and it is quite disappointing. The member quoted some
people selectively, cherry-picking them.

I would like to quote Saskatchewan minister Lyle Stewart, who
said he thinks "the railways came out the big winners" in the
legislation. He thinks the legislation does not go far enough and he
does not agree with the sunset clause in two years. He also said that
the legislation “...doesn’t give much of a sense of security to
producers or shippers...”.

I am just wondering if the parliamentary secretary could comment,
because everyone is not happy with this. Could he assure us that he
would be willing to accept amendments to make the bill a better
piece of legislation to prevent another grain crisis in the coming
years?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned earlier today,
this is decisive legislation. It would impose a very ambitious but
achievable and realistic target for the rail companies. They are going
to be required to move one million metric tonnes of grain on the
Prairies each and every week. That is more than double what they
were moving a number of weeks ago.

In addition, this legislation would impose administrative monetary
penalties of $100,000 a day for non-compliance.

The member is right that she and her NDP colleagues have been
asking for action, and that is exactly what this legislation would
deliver, after consultations with all of the key stakeholders. That is
why the one million metric tonnes is so important. It is ambitious but
achievable.

I ask my colleague this question. Will she support this legislation?
Will she stand in her place and vote to move this legislation into law
for the benefit of our grain farmers?

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am sure
that the hon. parliamentary secretary would agree that the minister of
agriculture in Saskatchewan, Mr. Stewart, has the interests of farmers
at heart, consistent with his long-standing reputation in the public
life of Saskatchewan. He says there are serious defects with this
legislation.

We have also heard concerns expressed by the Saskatchewan
Association of Rural Municipalities, the Saskatchewan Canola
Growers Association, and the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. A number of people have said this
legislation is far from perfect.

I wonder if the parliamentary secretary could assure us simply that
when this does go to committee—and there is, I think, a will in the
House to move this through quickly today and get it before the
Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food—that the affairs
of the standing committee will be organized in such a way that every
representative of farm organizations from western Canada who
wants to be heard on this subject will have the opportunity to be
heard, that none of their testimony will be curtailed, and that the
government will at least have the flexibility to listen to the
recommendations where improvements could be achieved?

Everyone here wants the same result. We want the grain to move
effectively and in a timely way. Will the government show some
flexibility and undertake to at least listen to those who have
concerns?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, of course I can assure the
member and all other members that the government will listen and
does listen. This legislation is actually the product of our listening
and consulting with stakeholders who are seized with this challenge
of moving grain to port.

As the member mentioned, the legislation is in front of the House
for debate this afternoon and will then be moving to committee. It is
the work of committee to determine how many witnesses will
realistically be able to come to be heard at committee with their
points of view on the bill. The committee will definitely be listening.
MPs from all parties who are members of the committee will
certainly be listening to the witnesses who come to comment on the
bill. This will follow the normal legislative process, except that it is a
more accelerated process because this is a very pressing problem that
needs to be addressed in the immediate future.
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Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, two members of the opposition from two different parties
asked a very straightforward question: is the government willing to
accept amendments to a bill that is fundamentally flawed? My
colleague from Regina is correct that everyone here wants the exact
same thing, to get this valuable product to port in a timely fashion. It
is not a very difficult question.

It is not time for arrogance or political gamesmanship. It is a
simple question: is the government willing to accept amendments to
improve this legislation, yes or no?

® (1230)

Mr. Pierre Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, I answered the question.
Perhaps the member was not listening when I answered. The bill is
going to committee. When it goes to committee, it is the work of
committee to have witnesses come to comment on the bill, and the
committee will be paying very close attention to the witnesses. That
is why it will be inviting witnesses to comment on the bill.

The member also mentioned that it is a shortsighted bill, but I
would argue that there are organizations that support this bill and that
considerable consultation has gone into putting together this
legislation now in front of Parliament.

I will quote the Canadian Canola Growers Association, which
said, “The measures announced in yesterday's Bill, along with other
efforts recently implemented demonstrate that Government is
listening to farmers concerns.” The Canadian Canola Growers
Association said the government was listening to farmers, which is
what the member is asking for. We are already doing it. We will
continue to do it and the committee will be to continue to hear from
witnesses on this important legislation.

Mr. Jeff Watson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Transport, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I of course expect to be
participating at committee and hearing from witnesses next week
when this legislation gets to committee. It is important because we
not only have the Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food but also the
Minister of Transport co-operating to bring this important legislation
forward.

I think I heard earlier today that the Manitoba government, for
example, has said some very supportive things. I wonder if the
member could share some of the feedback that we are hearing from
important stakeholders who have been consulted extensively in this
process.

Mr. Pierre Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, there have been numerous
quotes and citations from stakeholders who support the legislation.
They support the legislation because it is ambitious, but also realistic
and achievable because of the excellent consultation between our
Minister of Agriculture, our Minister of Transport, and the
stakeholders in the supply chain management system. There is no
sense setting goals that are completely unachievable, as they would
serve no useful purpose. But we do want to set goals that are
ambitious.

To respond very directly, the Manitoba minister of agriculture
said:
The Manitoba government supports this move as it means trains will be able to

travel longer distances along other rail companies' tracks and will improve
Manitoba's access to the port in the Churchill, as well as important U.S. markets.
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The Alberta minister of agriculture said:

We are pleased that the federal government has brought forward the Fair Rail for
Grain Farmers Act....

The support is there.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I wonder if
the parliamentary secretary would give us the specific assurance that
in any regulations that may be published under the legislation, the
situation affecting producer cars and short-line railways would be
taken into account and that they would be afforded the kind of
priority in the system that farmers would expect them to have?

Mr. Pierre Lemieux: Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, these types of
stakeholders are part of the consultation process. The legislation will
be going in front of committee and witnesses will be asked to come
to committee to comment on the legislation. I would not be surprised
at all if these types of stakeholders do come in front of committee.

I must say that the final decisions regarding witnesses and who
will come to committee rest with the committee, but the committee
will be making certain that it hears from key stakeholders that would
be affected by the legislation.

[Translation]

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to speak to Bill C-30, An Act to amend the
Canada Grain Act and the Canada Transportation Act and to provide
for other measures.

The new measures set out in this bill include the extension of
inter-switching limits from 30 km to 160 km in Alberta, Manitoba
and Saskatchewan; shipping contract provisions, particularly with
regard to the sanctions imposed when a contract is broken and
dispute resolution; and the regulatory powers set out in the Canada
Transportation Act with regard to foods that will be monitored to
determine whether shippers are abiding by the agreements concern-
ing the quantity of grain that must be shipped.

I am going to talk more about the content of this bill, but first I
would like to provide some background information.

For a number of months now, grain farmers have been extremely
frustrated with the problems they are having moving the grain they
harvested last summer. These transportation difficulties are resulting
in a drop in the quality of their grain and thus a drop in its price.
They are worried that they will not be able to transport future
harvests. Between $14.5 billion and $20 billion worth of grain is
sitting in bins and cannot be moved. That is huge and unbelievable.
It is estimated that the backlog is between 17 and 27 million metric
tons.

This situation is all the more untenable since business partners are
losing confidence. Not everyone is aware of this, but those who are
dealing with consequences of the grain transportation backlog on a
daily basis can tell you that this is a serious situation.

For a long time, Lynn Jacobson, President of the Alberta
Federation of Agriculture, has been asking shippers to increase their
capacity to respond to the need. We have been asking the same thing
for months. Like everyone, Canada's grain farmers have bills to pay
and loans to repay, and the banks will not wait.
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For months, we have been urging the government to take action in
order to achieve tangible results for farmers. It is completely
unacceptable for hard-working farmers to be unable to ship their
grain. In my opinion, this bill does not go far enough.

®(1235)
[English]

Two weeks ago, [ was in Saskatchewan and met with farmers who
told me what effect this transportation crisis had on their bottom line.
I had a chance to better understand the situation and how complex it
is. One farmer I met with made a map for me. This map now hangs
in my office and has come in quite handy. A few things have become
clear to me thanks to his explanation, such as prices, for one.
Producers are seeing a large gap between the farm gate price and
what they are seeing at the port. The most recent numbers I have
seen are from March 19. The price in Davidson was $5.75 per
bushel, and the price at the port of Vancouver for the same period
was $10.60 per bushel. That is half.

I am disappointed to see that given the crisis, which is costing
$8.3 billion in lost sales, there is still no direct compensation for
farmers. I would have liked to have seen measures in this bill that
would have compensated farmers for their losses.

When I met with farmers in Saskatchewan, one of them told me
that he felt lucky, because his crop had been destroyed by a hail
storm recently. He was lucky, because he had crop insurance, and he
came out ahead of most farmers, despite that hail storm. This is not
how farming should work. If our farmers produce a record bumper
crop, they should be able to reap those rewards, not be penalized for
years to come.

Another farmer told me that he sold high-grade grain for feed,
because he could get a higher price than he could shipping it. That
might be good news for the hog industry. We might be seeing some
very healthy hogs this year, but for the grain producers, this is
completely unacceptable.

The other thing I understand from the map is that transportation
logistics is extremely complex in this country. Some of the farmers I
met mentioned that there is no plan to replace the important work of
the former iteration of the CWB. The NDP opposed the undemo-
cratic and reckless gutting of the Canadian Wheat Board. We can see
how important it is to have strong institutions representing our
farmers and helping solve logistical issues in their interest.

I want to talk briefly about grain capacity. When the minister
presented the order in council on March 7, farmers knew right away
that it would not be enough. The minister is requiring that the rail
companies move one million metric tonnes a week. That amount is
what the railways always said they could do. Therefore, in the end,
the government is forcing the railways to do something they were
already going to do.

I will quote Lyle Stewart, the Minister of Agriculture for
Saskatchewan, who stated:

...at first blush...the legislation itself is deficient.

We made some substantial asks and they weren't numbers that we pulled out of
the air. They were numbers that we got from industry and we knew that they were
achievable. We believe that 13,000 cars a week of grain could be unloaded, for
instance, without handicapping other commodities that need to flow from Western

Canada and we thought that $250,000 a day penalties were not out of line for non-
compliance.

It is clear that the government could have required more from the
railways.

© (1240)

[Translation]

It is time the government took action, but this bill does not go far
enough. The minister is trying to clean up a mess that he should have
predicted and prevented. The measures being imposed will expire in
two years. This is not a long-term solution that will keep this from
happening again.

The government lacks vision. Many agronomists and public
servants at the agriculture department have said that harvests are
only going to get bigger. The bill does not attempt to find long-term
solutions for farmers. In addition, the majority of the measures
proposed in the bill will be implemented at a later date, but the issue
is all too real right now.

The fact that the measures will expire in two years demonstrates,
yet again, that the Conservatives see this as a short-term issue. In
reality, this is a structural issue that farmers are faced with. The
problem could well resurface in just a few harvests.

The minister did not respond to requests from the hardest hit
provinces. They wanted stiffer fines, compensation for grain farmers
and higher minimum targets for grain cars. As I said earlier, we
condemn the fact that farmers have not received any compensation.
This crisis has cost farmers $8.3 billion since it began, yet there is
still no direct compensation for them. The NDP would never do that
to farmers.

We have long been calling for better arbitration and tougher
penalties for breaking service agreements. The Conservatives
refused to pass those amendments six months ago. Now that they
are facing a crisis, they have started listening to us. They should also
listen to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

[English]

I would like to end my remarks on the bill by reflecting on the
policy direction of the government. I would like to see the
government have a comprehensive vision for agriculture in this
country. Agriculture is so important. It represents one in eight jobs in
this country. It is vital to our economy.

The minister is bringing in pieces of legislation that seem to be
reacting to issues, rather than leading the way on ag issues. It seems
that we only have a chance to debate agriculture-related bills in the
House when something goes wrong. The latest grain transportation
crisis is a good example of this. The government has waited months
and months before acting. Then it has scrambled together a bill that
could help farmers get their grain moving. This government only
acts when it needs to, and it delays action as much as possible.
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I wish we could work together. I am looking forward to having
witnesses at committee. I am really hoping the government can agree
to accept amendments and work together.

I am looking forward to seeing this bill go to committee, where
we can hear witnesses and make this a better bill that will actually
support farmers, get grain moving, and prevent this problem from
happening in the future.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
the hon. member's remarks. I know that she has taken some time to
travel to western Canada, specifically to Saskatchewan, to meet with
farmers. I think that is a very good thing.

I wonder if the member could offer some opinions on what would
have prompted the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs to take the rather extraordinary step of disagreeing
with his own government about the content of this legislation. He
has pointed out, in particular, the likelihood that under the present
draft of the legislation, short-line rail operations would be treated
unfairly.

I wonder if the member could elaborate a bit more on what that
unfairness would be. Again, why are we experiencing the rather
unusual situation here of having a parliamentary secretary criticizing
his government's own legislation?

® (1245)

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau: Mr. Speaker, I actually have an article
here, and I would like to quote the Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs. He said:

Without a consistent car supply, western Canadian shortlines and the loading
facilities located on them are left in an extremely precarious position.

He goes on to say that the long-term solution to the crisis lies in
mandatory service level agreements between shippers and railways,
with reciprocal penalties during times of poor service.

I think he is actually standing up because this has been going on
for months. I know that both opposition parties have worked very
hard. We have asked questions. Last year, when Bill C-52 came to
committee, we worked very hard and had a lot of amendments to
make sure that it had more teeth and was a good piece of legislation
that would help.

People are standing up across the country and saying that this is
not enough. Now we have some members getting up, shortly after
the tabling of this bill, to say that it is not enough and that we should
work together to make it a better piece of legislation.

I am really hoping that the government will work with us, because
on committee we are outnumbered. I can do the math. I am hoping
that there is more openness and that the government members will
actually listen to witnesses and to us when we come forward with
amendments to make this a bill that will actually work and prevent
long-term problems.

[Translation]

Ms. Francine Raynault (Joliette, NDP): Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank my colleague for her speech and her fine presentation.

I would like to know whether she is concerned about the fact that
some producers have not delivered any of their 2013 grain harvest.
With no delivery, there is no income, but those producers still have
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to pay for their expenses for 2013, when they sowed their fields.
They are probably apprehensive about seeding their fields in spring
2014. I would like to know if the hon. member is concerned about
the producers who might go bankrupt or who are on the verge of
bankruptcy.

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau: Mr. Speaker, I thank my hon.
colleague for the question and for her hard work with the Standing
Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food. It is always a pleasure to
work with her.

During the recent two-week constituency break, I had the
opportunity to visit Saskatchewan and Regina, where I met with
many farmers, economists and stakeholders in the field, people who
work on the ground. They are worried, frustrated and desperate. You
can see in their eyes and hear in their voices that they are at the end
of their rope. They have to borrow money, because the government
is telling them to wait and to borrow money if they have a problem.
This government's failure to act and its lack of vision are frustrating.
How many months did it take for them to introduce this bill?

Now the Minister of Agriculture has a chance to save face. There
is a lot of pressure from people who are angry and disappointed in
the Minister of Agriculture regarding grain transportation and the
crisis they are going through. They are also frustrated by the
Conservatives in general, because they cannot trust the Conserva-
tives. How can anyone trust a government that turns its back on
farmers? They are desperate. That is why we are standing up for
them.

When the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food
examines this bill, I hope we have the opportunity to hear from many
witnesses. We will also then have the opportunity to make some
amendments to Bill C-30 in order to make it better.

[English]

Mr. Peter Stoffer (Sackville—Eastern Shore, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I would like my hon. colleague, who gave a great speech
on the subject, to elaborate. It is not just the farmers who are going to
have a devastating time on this one. It is all those other secondary
producers, including the flour mills, the bakers, the restaurants, and
the shops across the country and internationally who use those
products for us and our daily sustenance on a regular basis.

I would like the member to elaborate on the trickle-down effect of
the damage this is going to have on aspects of that economy in all of
Canada.

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau: Mr. Speaker, [ would like to thank my
colleague for asking that question, because there is a domino effect.
We are having problems domestically transporting. Some businesses
have been touched to the point that people work on shift work at
bakeries. Some businesses have been close to not having that
shipment, so they have been almost to the point where they have not
been able to bake those buns. This has a domino effect across the
country, but also internationally. Canada has a real black eye.
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There was a ship that came from Japan that was not able to fill up,
so it went to the States. We have a black eye internationally. This is
not good domestically, and it is not good internationally.

It is very frustrating, and I am hoping that there is more
collaboration among parties. We all agree that something needs to be
done. We all want to get grain moving. We all want to make sure that
there is security and that we can regain the confidence we have lost
because of this grain crisis. Let us work together.

® (1250)

Hon. Ralph Goodale: Mr. Speaker, in answer to some questions
earlier, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture
said that the agriculture committee will ultimately determine the
witness list and the way the bill will be dealt with at the committee
stage. With regard to all the witnesses who may want to be heard, [
recall a year ago, when Bill C-52 was before the standing committee,
that there was a long list. The committee had six or seven meetings
to accommodate all the witnesses.

Between now and the Easter adjournment, there would likely be
only four regular sittings of the agriculture committee to deal with
this legislation. It needs to be dealt with surely before the House
adjourns for Easter. I wonder if, from the NDP perspective, the hon.
member would agree that if necessary, to accommodate the
witnesses, we would all agree to extend the hours of the agriculture
committee, have the committee meet around the clock if necessary,
to ensure that every single farmer and representative of a farm
organization who wants to be heard on this vital legislation has the
opportunity to present to the committee.

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau: Mr. Speaker, I completely agree that
we have to get this moving and start working on it as soon as
possible.

The next meeting of the agriculture committee is on Monday.
Personally, I am willing to work longer hours. I want to have as
many witnesses as possible come and share their testimony. I know it
is not much notice, but we could send out a request to people we
want to have come to the committee.

I am completely open to working longer hours and having more
meetings. However, that is not my decision and I cannot say that will
happen. I am open to it, but it all depends on whether the
government is willing to work together with members so that Bill
C-30 will become a better piece of legislation. It is a question that the
government will have to answer, but we in the NDP are open to that
idea.

Hon. Ralph Goodale (Wascana, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
tempted to say “here we go again”. The House is once more dealing
with legislation to patch up the grain handling and transportation
system in western Canada. Just about a year ago, we were doing
exactly the same thing.

Back then, it was called Bill C-52 and it was legislation to create
service level agreements between shippers and railways. Just about
everybody told the government at the time that Bill C-52, as
originally presented, would not work, but the Conservatives refused
to listen to any of that advice. They refused each and every
amendment. They voted them down. They basically told farmers and
others to get stuffed. They put on the whips and they voted against
every single idea that was presented to the standing committee to try

to make Bill C-52 useful. They forced it through with absolutely no
change.

Sure enough, as everybody predicted at the time, it failed. Not a
single service level agreement was ever completed under the useless
Bill C-52.

That is one of the reasons the grain industry is now in such chaos.
Grain shipments are months and months and millions of tonnes
behind. Piles of crops are stranded on farms across the prairies. Some
are now spoiling. Feed users and domestic processors cannot get the
supplies they need. Terminals are half empty. Ships are waiting.
Demurrage charges are horrendous.

Many sales have been lost outright; others have been deferred, and
the prairie price is now down by 35% or 40% compared to where it
was last year. Good customers like the Japanese are simply going
elsewhere to buy the grain that they would normally come to Canada
to get. World grain conferences are talking incessantly about the
“unreliable” Canadian grain system. Some farmers have not had any
income since last year. They are rolling last year's debt into next
year's debt.

When all that is added together, and by the government's own
calculations as specified in its March 7 order in council, the impact
of this disaster is now in the range of some $8 billion in costs and
losses. That is $8 billion scooped out of the prairie farm economy,
most of it taken directly from the pockets of farmers.

The problem has been dragging on for very nearly six months
now, and the best the government can forecast is that it will take
another six long and painful months to clear the backlog that now
exists.

Grain companies are going to have a banner year. The deductions
that they are taking off farmers' cheques have never been higher.
Railways are going to have a banner year. In fact, they have gone to
New York and boasted to their shareholders that this year's grain
problem is just a “modest” little thing. They tell their shareholders
not to worry, because grain shippers are captive shippers anyway,
and there is no other way to move the product. There are no serious
financial penalties for not moving it, so eventually the railways will
get paid in full.

The only ones here who are out of pocket for that $8 billion are
the farmers. Crisis legislation is obviously necessary. Indeed, it is
long overdue.

How did this mess arise? Everyone blames everyone else. They
blame the weather and the big crop that came from the bumper
harvest last year. It is always somebody else's fault. No one is
responsible and no one is accountable for the failure and the
damages.
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However, let us think of the painfully damaging message this
sends to prairie farmers. Of all of the participants in the grain system,
the farmers are the ones who did their jobs very well last year. They
produced maybe the best crop in history. Now the system is telling
them not to dare do that again, because the rest of the system cannot
handle anything more than just an average crop. Neither do we have
the will to give grain any sense of priority, so the farmers are being
told to just be content with mediocrity.

That is what the system is saying to farmers through the massive
failure this past year.

That is simply not good enough.
® (1255)

The system failed farmers this past year. It failed badly. There is
responsibility all around: for the railways, for the grain companies,
and maybe even a bit for the cold winter. But if the system failed,
then this is the question that must be asked: who designed the
system? Who put it in place? Who set it up for failure? Who has
imposed $8 billion in costs and losses on prairie farmers?

The unequivocal answer to that question is this: the current
Government of Canada. This disastrous system, the one that has
failed so badly, is the one that was designed and implemented over
the past three years by the current government. That is where the
buck has to stop.

So, we are faced will Bill C-30.

I think one thing in the bill that almost everyone, except the
railways, would applaud is the change with respect to inter-
switching. That would, possibly, simulate competition at a great
many more delivery points across the Prairies. That would be a good
thing. I note that some of the farm organizations are welcoming this
move. They are also describing it as a modest improvement.
However, it is an improvement and we all hope that it will work.

The legislation would also re-legislate the order in council from
March 7, the one that ordered the railways to move a certain volume
of grain in a certain timeframe. Significantly, however, the
legislation would not improve upon the order of March 7. The
railways would not be asked to do significantly better than they
would otherwise have done anyway, with the onset of spring.

The question is, why not? That is the question being asked so
eloquently by the minister of agriculture in the Province of
Saskatchewan. He is a very practical, businesslike, down-to-earth
minister. He is a no-nonsense kind of guy. He would not propose a
volume or a penalty system that was outlandish, outrageous, or
impossible to achieve.

The Province of Saskatchewan, through the minister, has asked for
about an 18% increase in the volumes to be shipped, and for
penalties to be at the rate of $250,000 a day instead of $100,000 a
day. He has looked at it, he has examined it carefully as someone
who knows the system, and he is saying, “Why not?”” That would
help, too, if the government could have a positive answer for
Minister Stewart.

The rest of Bill C-30 would largely enable legislation to authorize
the creation of future regulations. There would be no immediate
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action. It would simply be a matter of future hypotheticals if
regulations were ultimately to be forthcoming.

We ask the question: why are there no legislative guarantees for
farmers? A regulation could be changed by the stroke of a pen in the
middle of the night. Right now, no one knows what those regulations
might say. It would be very helpful if the government would table
the draft regulations before the standing committee so it would know
what those regulations would likely do when they finally come in.

For example, would there be comprehensive monitoring from one
end of the system to the other to measure, analyze, and report
publicly on grain marketing transportation and handling and the
outcomes the system is actually generating?

Would there be complete transparency?

Would there be regulation on the basis calculations and the
deductions that come off farmers' grain cheques and go into the
pockets of grain companies? That basis spread, today, has never been
wider in Canadian history, meaning that the grain companies are
getting a lot of money and the farmers are getting less.

Would there be any sensible busines-like coordination of grain
handling and transportation logistics to replace the absolutely chaotic
free-for-all that exists today? No one is out there directing traffic, so
we have a snarled mess.

What about short lines? What about producer cars? These were
the issues raised by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

What about servicing domestic customers, like the feed grain
users in the Fraser Valley and the cereal manufacturers in eastern
Canada?

Would there be a full costing review to track all revenues and
costs to follow the money in the grain system to see how the
efficiency gains have been shared or not shared over the past 22
years when then there was the last costing review?

® (1300)

Would there be any new capacity or surge capacity in those
service level agreements? Would there be any precise definition
about what service the railways must provide? How would
performance be measured, and would farmers get liquidated
damages when the system fails? Penalties paid to the government
do not help farmers. The damages need to be paid to the farmers who
have incurred the losses.

Why has all of this been left out of Bill C-30? It has been left to be
done by regulation, maybe sometime. Why were these specific
amendments voted down when they were last considered by the
government a year ago in the context of Bill C-52? When will
farmers get to see any of those proposed draft regulations? I think it
would be very wise for the government to make sure that farmers
and all of us have a chance to review those regulations before the
standing committee is called upon to vote on Bill C-30.

Finally, will the government accept common sense amendments to
try to fix the mess in grain handling and transportation, in the
interests of farmers who, I repeat, are the ones and the only ones who
are picking up the tab for all of this disaster?
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Concerns about the inadequacy of Bill C-30 have obviously been
expressed by many members of Parliament on all three sides of the
House, and concern is coming from others as well: [ mentioned the
Minister of Agriculture in the Province of Saskatchewan; the
Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities has expressed
concern; the Saskatchewan Canola Growers Association; and of
course, the parliamentary secretary.

As the bill goes speedily through second reading today, which I
think it should, and into the Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Agri-Food for detailed consideration, the government needs to
ensure that all of those who have these concerns, all of those who are
going to be vitally affected for better or for worse by the outcome of
Bill C-30, have the opportunity to be heard.

There are only about four meetings of the committee normally
scheduled between now and when the House would adjourn at
Easter. This matter has to be resolved before the Easter break. It
would be very important for us to hear from all parties today, saying
explicitly that, whatever extra hours or extra meetings of the
agriculture committee may be required to make sure all the witnesses
are heard, those meetings and hours will be added to the committee's
agenda, so we can have a full ventilation of this subject. No one will
feel they have been shut down or cut off, and we can all be assured
that, when the final decisions are taken, the full information was
before the committee and the decision is taken with full knowledge
of what the circumstances are.

On behalf of the Liberal Party, I can say we are more than happy
to have as many meetings as it takes to make sure everyone is heard.
I think that is what I heard from the deputy agriculture critic for the
NDP, and I hope the government would give us that assurance before
the end of the afternoon, so we can all make sure that the agriculture
committee does its job properly.

®(1305)

Ms. Ruth Ellen Brosseau (Berthier—Maskinongé, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I would like to thank my hon. colleague for his speech and
say we are all on the same page here. I want to clarify that the NDP
is ready to work as long as it takes on the agriculture committee to
accommodate all the witnesses who would like to come before our
committee.

We recognize there is not much time to get this done. We have
about two weeks, which means four meetings, but we are ready to
work as long and as hard as permitted by the government. It will be
up to the Conservatives to agree to how much we can dedicate to the
witnesses coming before committee for Bill C-30.

I wonder if the member could comment on Saskatchewan's
agriculture minister, who wanted targets set to 13,000 cars a week
with daily fines of up to $250,000. Right now we have fines up to
$100,000, but that is up to $100,000 and it is not paid to farmers who
are being so heavily hit because they have done a great job. They
have a bumper crop, but if they are not able to move it, they are not
being paid. Could the member comment on some of the suggestions
by the Saskatchewan agriculture minister?

Hon. Ralph Goodale: Mr. Speaker, I have followed the career of
Minister Stewart in Saskatchewan quite closely. He is not given to
hyperbole or overstatement. He is a very solid, practical, business-
like kind of guy.

He knows the agriculture industry from top to bottom. When he
makes a recommendation like that, it is undoubtedly rooted in good,
solid factual analysis. I am sure that his department, the Department
of Agriculture in Saskatchewan, would have worked out the
arithmetic to analyze his position.

Minister Stewart says quite clearly that the level the government
has set for railways to move a certain volume of grain is too low. It is
not a stretch. It is not a reach. It simply would require them, at the
level set by the government, to move what they would have moved
anyway over the course of the spring.

Minister Stewart is saying, given that there is a backlog that has
been accumulating for six months—literally millions of tonnes
stranded on farms—that the government should up the ante with the
railways and ask them if they could not do a bit more. He has
suggested an increase from 11,000 to 13,000 cars. That is about an
18% increase, which does not strike me as outlandish or
unreasonable, and it is obviously backed up by the analysis of the
Saskatchewan Department of Agriculture.

As for the penalties, quite frankly, $100,000 a day would sound
like a pretty stern penalty for most individuals. For the railways of
Canada, that is walking-around money; it is not something that is
likely to influence their behaviour severely.

Minister Stewart has a point that the penalties need to be higher
than they are today, to be meaningful. I agree thoroughly. Those
penalties should in some way go to the advantage of farmers and not
just go into the coffers of the Minister of Finance.

®(1310)

[Translation]

Ms. Rosane Doré Lefebvre (Alfred-Pellan, NDP): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to thank my colleague for his speech. We have heard
some very interesting things in the House today.

About 80% of the riding that I represent is made up of farmers.
The area has a lot of farmland. We do not grow a lot of grain, but I
know quite a bit about the situation and about how important it is to
discuss Bill C-30 and to hear from as many witnesses as possible in
committee.

I do not know how the Standing Committee on Agriculture and
Agri-Food works. I know more about other committees. However, I
do know that, unfortunately, over the course of this session, the
Conservatives have not wanted to discuss issues. This is becoming
customary. I would like the member to expand on that.

Does the member really believe that the government will accept
the amendments proposed? Does he think that the Conservative
government will be able to accommodate the many witnesses who
want to testify regarding Bill C-30?
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Hon. Ralph Goodale: Mr. Speaker, | am hopeful on the last point,
that the government will at least make the gesture of making it
possible for all of the witnesses to be heard. It would be pretty
unseemly if some farm organizations and farm groups from western
Canada were shut down or shut out simply because there was not
enough time, when it is obviously possible to make time if we have
the political will to do that. Anybody who would be shut out would
be constituents of the government in large measure, so I do not think
the government would be inclined to do that. I hope we will see that
kind of generosity and flexibility from the government.

In terms of the willingness to accept amendments, I hope the
experience from last year will be instructive to the government. Last
year, many of these same issues were before the House and before
the standing committee in consideration of Bill C-52, the legislation
dealing with service level agreements. The arguments were all made.
The government brought in the whips and voted down all the
amendments. Now it is clear that was the wrong thing to do. At least
some of those amendments would have made a difference. Some of
those amendments could have prevented the problems we are now
having, or at least reduced the consequences of those problems.

Based on that experience, I hope the government will be more
open to hearing what the farm organizations are truly saying and
respond to that testimony with concrete changes to the legislation.
The government did not do a good job last year. It has an opportunity
now to fix it. With that experience so recently in mind, I hope the
government will learn from the mistakes made a year ago.

Mr. Alex Atamanenko (British Columbia Southern Interior,
NDP): Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my colleague for his very
informative speech and also for all the hard work he has done on
behalf of farmers over the years he has been in this House.

There has been a debate regarding the loss of the Canadian Wheat
Board's single-desk status and this catastrophe we are facing today,
as we have read in The Western Producer and other newspapers and
heard in talking with farmers.

I would like the member's opinion. Is part of the reason for this
catastrophe today the loss of the single-desk status of the Canadian
Wheat Board?

I know the member has been on the ground talking to farmers, and
I would like to get his opinion on this.

Hon. Ralph Goodale: Mr. Speaker, quite a number of farmers
would certainly make that case.

The Canadian Wheat Board had a variety of functions in the
system. Some of them were set out in legislation, such as the single-
desk seller function. Some of its functions simply developed by way
of the evolution of the grain system in western Canada. The Wheat
Board was there, after all, for the better part of 60 years. It became,
in a way, the quarterback in the system, helping to direct traffic and
provide some overall coordination.

When the Conservatives made the decision to eliminate the single
desk, it was their policy decision to make as government, and they
took that decision. However, I do not think they contemplated the
collateral damage, and some of the collateral damage was the total
elimination of any coordinating function, any oversight function, and
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any ability to try to use limited assets in the most cost-effective
businesslike fashion.

This is what is missing in the system now. It is not an issue, at the
moment, of single-desk selling or not, but an issue of absolute chaos
in an uncoordinated system where no one is paying attention to the
synchronization.

It is a very complex system. It is a system where one has to get the
right grain from the right delivery point to the right terminal onto the
right boat to the right customer, all just in time. It is a very intricate,
complex number of parts that all have to work together.

At the moment, no one is trying to bring any coordination to that.
No one is trying to make sure we use these obviously limited assets
in the most cost-effective way, so we do not have a colossal screw-up
but rather a smoothly functioning system that would get the most
money for farmers, because the product is delivered to the right
place, at the right time when the—

® (1315)

The Speaker: Order. I have to stop the member there, because we
have run out of time for questions and comments.

Resuming debate, the hon. member for Edmonton—St. Albert.

Mr. Brent Rathgeber (Edmonton—St. Albert, Ind.): Mr.
Speaker, it is indeed an honour for me to add a few comments in
the debate on Bill C-30, the fair rail for grain farmers act. I certainly
support the motivation behind this bill, and I am most mindful of the
problem that exists in the prairie provinces, Alberta, Saskatchewan
and Manitoba. However, I want to place a couple of concerns on the
record and ask whether there may be some unintended consequences
of the bill. I support the bill and will keep my comments short
enough so that this bill can be moved expeditiously to committee
before the end of the day.

This bill seems to be based on a premise that it is the railroads, and
the railroads alone, that are responsible for the inability of farmers to
get their grain to markets. Although there may be some truth to that
statement or that moral blameworthiness, I think it is an over-
simplification.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture talked
about the extensive consultation with the railroads before the
implementation of the order in council approximately three or four
weeks ago and the tabling of legislation. The railroads claim that
there was a lack of consultation. CP president Hunter Harrison stated
in the media that he was very concerned about the speed and the lack
of consultation by the government in making such significant
changes. Canadian National, which forms the southern boundary of
my riding of Edmonton—St. Albert, has expressed similar concerns
with respect to this legislation.
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Mr. Speaker, you will no doubt know, being a member of
Parliament from Saskatchewan, that this is a complicated supply
chain. For grain to be moved to market, it requires the co-operation
and coordination, as the member for Wascana just indicated, of
multiple moving parts, including grain cars, elevators, and inland
terminals. Of course, the railways are a big piece of the puzzle, but
there are also ports, ships, and weather. All of these things have to
work together if grain is going to be moved in an orderly manner
from the field to the bin to the elevator to the railcar to the port and to
markets.

We had a bit of a perfect storm last year, in a good way. There was
a bumper crop. Crops have been estimated to be anywhere from 50%
or higher than average yields, and that created a problem. The
railroads have also had some weather experiences this winter, which
was a very significant amount of snow and cold weather over the
prairie provinces, and all over Canada as a whole. As a result, their
ability to move grain was comprised. The government needs to be
mindful of that.

I am always concerned when the government's solution to any
problem is to bring in heavy-handed regulation, especially if the
railroads are correct in their assessment that the regulations were
brought in without adequate consultation. In fact, there is some
suggestion in some editorials today that a solution like this may have
unintended consequences that could cause more problems than it
would solve. They may get grain moving; they may not. We always
have to be mindful that there is not infinite capacity for the railroads
to move product. There are only so many rails and so many cars. We
also have to be mindful of other conditions, such as weather, and
something that I do not think we have talked about today, which is
safety.

The year 2013 was horrific for rail accidents. The most tragic was
the Lac-Mégantic tragedy, in July 2013. However, there were also
derailments in Alberta and Saskatchewan, where products, including
dangerous products, were derailed and caused fires, though
thankfully nothing as catastrophic as was experienced in Quebec.

Nonetheless, if we are going to put extra pressure on the railways
to move more product, does that mean they are going to have to
move trains faster? Does that mean they are going to have to use
longer trains? Has anybody properly considered what that might
mean for the safety of moving product by rail? There are those who
live in communities that surround railroad tracks, like I do. I live less
than two blocks from the Walker Yard, which is the main switching
yard in western Canada for CN Rail. I hope the government takes
into consideration that it is a complicated chain.

Another problem with the weather this year, as I understand it, is
with respect to the Great Lakes and moving product through
Thunder Bay and that region. The ice is not allowing for the free
flow of water, and perhaps the government needs to consider using
icebreakers to help break up the ice so that more ships with grain can
move through the Great Lakes.
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The problem is much more complicated than simply blaming the
railroads. There is no doubt they have major responsibility and are a
major part of the supply chain, but the supply chain is larger than
they are.

I will resume my seat and take questions in a moment because I
want to see the bill go to committee before the clock hits the bottom
of the hour, but I would ask the government to consider what some
of the unintended consequences of bringing in more regulations to
the railways might be.

The last thing I want to say is that rail is responsible for moving
other products besides grain. There is potash. There is oil. If the
railways are forced by threat of a $100,000-per-day fine to put
priority on grain over other commodities, are we going to be
standing up in the House three months or six months from now
debating a potash fair transport act or an oil fair transport act? Those
products are going to become compromised if grain becomes the
only priority.

I support the intention of the bill. I am very sympathetic to the
farmers who are unable to move their product and who have grain in
their bins that could conceivably rot and spoil if left there too long,
so | support moving the bill to committee today. However, I ask the
government and the committee to consider some of the unintended
consequences to the railroads as the bill moves forward to committee
and back to the House. The railroads are only one part, albeit a big
one, of the supply chain.

Mr. Nathan Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I have a question I want to enter into the debate, because
obviously this piece of legislation is critical for folks who have been
dealing with rail car shortages, and I have another reflection to add to
this discussion.

Friends of mine from the west coast and from forestry economies
across Canada have particularly seen abuses from rail companies,
which have often simply broken contracts. They had contracts for
rail cars to be delivered so that they could move products to markets,
particularly in B. C. on the coast. I am thinking about communities
like Fort St. James, Burns Lake, and Houston, where they have had
piles upon piles of wood ready to go, with buyers ready, and people
going to work at the mill to produce that wood. The rail companies,
in northern B. C. at least, and in too many other parts of the country,
have a virtual monopoly. They either deal with the company or deal
with the company. There are no other choices.

Does my friend have any comment as to the broader effects of
abuses that go on when governments allow unregulated monopolies
to establish themselves and then cause so many grievances in the
supply chain? As he mentioned in his speech, it affects not just the
industry we are talking about today but many other industries as
well, such as the forestry industry in British Columbia and other
provinces.

® (1325)

Mr. Brent Rathgeber: Mr. Speaker, if railways are breaking
contracts, the remedy is quite simple: litigation for breach of
contract.
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The bigger problem, as I think my friend indicated, is the lack of
competition. Yes, we have a duopoly. There are only two major
railroads running in our country, and that creates a problem.
Interswitching may or may not help. It might actually hurt, if
American railways start demanding use of other lines. The long-term
solution would be more competition, and bringing in the heavy hand
of regulation is unlikely to attract any further competition.

The Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
Some hon. members: Question.

The Speaker: The question is on the motion. Is it the pleasure of
the House to adopt the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

The Speaker: I declare the motion carried. Accordingly, the bill
stands referred to the Standing Committee on Agriculture and Agri-
Food.

(Motion agreed to, bill read the second time and referred to a
committee.)

Hon. John Duncan: Mr. Speaker, | seek agreement that we see
the clock at 1:30.

The Speaker: Is that agreed?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS
[Translation]

TRANSPARENCY OF PAYMENTS MADE BY MINING, OIL
AND GAS CORPORATIONS TO FOREIGN
GOVERNMENTS ACT

The House resumed from January 31 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-474, An Act respecting the promotion of financial
transparency, improved accountability and long-term economic
sustainability through the public reporting of payments made by
mining, oil and gas corporations to foreign governments, be read the
second time and referred to a committee.

Mr. Francis Scarpaleggia (Lac-Saint-Louis, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to start my speech by paying tribute to the bill's sponsor,
my colleague from Scarborough—Guildwood. He believes strongly
in this topic and has been patient and tenacious over the years as he
fights to get justice for people in developing countries where mining
companies, many of which are from Canada, develop the subsurface
resources that are so valuable to the global economy. He does not
give up.

This is his second bill to hold mining companies accountable to
the people who provide labour, without which mining would be
impossible. His first attempt to hold this sector accountable, Bill
C-300, narrowly missed being passed in the House.

I would also like to pay tribute to my constituents who come to
see me or write to me regularly in order to ensure that I keep up to
date on the latest developments in this matter. A number of them
contact me after they have travelled abroad and visited mining areas
to tell me about the situation in those areas.
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I would like to mention the Reverend Shaun Fryday, who
regularly visits some of the most violent and dangerous areas in the
Philippines; Yvonne Bourque, who is with St. Thomas a Becket
parish in Pierrefonds; Monica Lambton, from the Office of Justice of
the Canadian English-speaking Sisters of the Congregation of Notre
Dame; Father Ernie Schibli, pastor at St. Edward the Confessor
Mission in Pointe-Claire; and the Reverend lan Fraser, pastor of St.
Columba by-the-Lake Presbyterian Church in Pointe-Claire.

They all hold out hope, even when their efforts do not seem to
have any impact immediately. They take the time to meet with MPs
like me in order to raise awareness about this issue and the urgent
need to take action. Through these contacts and meetings that are
patiently organized, one at a time, these and other committed
Canadians hope to establish a critical mass of MPs who will be more
aware of the urgent need to take action.

They hope that one day either this government will finally wake
up and take progressive action, as in the days of the Progressive
Conservatives, or we will have a new government in Canada that
will do what is right in this matter.

I sincerely believe that there are members opposite who would
like to support this bill from the outset. I hope that they will do so for
themselves and for the people overseas who rely on their support.

® (1330)

[English]

The measures in Bill C-474 are long overdue. The fact that the
government has not already proposed and implemented these
measures is in contradiction to the principles that Canada has
repeatedly endorsed on the international stage. I will come to that in
a moment.

As we all know, Canada is a world leader in mining, oil, and gas,
with the latter two sectors also falling within the purview of this bill.
If I am not mistaken, about half of the world's mining companies
have their head offices in Canada and trade on the Toronto Stock
Exchange, yet we lag behind in demanding, through law, greater
transparency in the accounting practices of these companies.

This bill, which would compel Canadian-based extractive
companies operating abroad to disclose to the Minister of Natural
Resources any payment made to foreign governments, would level
the playing field, just as the U.S. and the European Union have
already taken steps to legislate on this issue. In other words, this bill
would bring Canadian companies up to international standards.

In 2008, following the financial crisis in the United States, a
provision was included within the Dodd-Frank financial bill, the
Cardin-Lugar amendment. The amendment would require extractive
companies listed on the New York Stock Exchange to publicly
disclose all payments made to foreign governments. A number of a
major Canadian companies cross-listed on the New York Stock
Exchange have been caught under this new regulation.
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A similar bill is also under consideration in the European Union
and will require companies to comply with regulations similar to
those in the Cardin-Lugar amendment and Bill C-474.

What is also important, as I mentioned earlier, is that we be
consistent with principles we express we are in favour of on the
international stage. The Canadian government has expressed an
interest in revenue disclosure in the past through various interna-
tional forums. The government has indicated its support for the
extractive industries transparency initiative, which promotes the
disclosure of payments made to governments.

Canada's sustainable economic growth strategy advocates in-
creased transparency to aid in the promotion of international
development. Canada has also ratified the United Nations Conven-
tion against Corruption, which requires state parties to take measures
to promote the transparency of private entities and to ensure that the
public has access to information.

Canada is also a signatory to the OECD Convention on
Combating Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International
Business Transactions; is a signatory to the G8 Declaration:
Renewed Commitment for Freedom and Democracy; and was party
to the G8/Africa Joint Declaration: Shared Values, Shared
Responsibilities, issued at the G8 summit at Deauville, in 2011.

It is not as if the government has never heard of this kind of
measure that would require greater accounting transparency on the
part of extractive companies doing business abroad. It is not as if it is
a new issue. Not only is it not a new issue, it is one we support in
words in the international arena.

Adopting this bill would simply be consistent with the path the
government claims it wants to take. It would be beneficial to the
mining companies themselves. Sometimes companies in the private
sector balk at certain regulations. Then they find out later that, in
fact, those regulations were beneficial to those companies in the long
run.

For example, there are many investors, more and more, who want
to invest ethically. They want to make ethical investments. If they
see that these Canadian mining companies and other extractive
sector companies operating abroad are being fully transparent, they
will be able to invest. They will have licence, essentially, to invest in
these companies. I think all CEOs and all management teams in all
publicly traded companies want to have buy-in of their shares.

In the long run, this will be good business. It will also confirm, in
law, the values we claim on the international stage to hold dear.

®(1335)

Mr. Wayne Marston (Hamilton East—Stoney Creek, NDP):
Mr. Speaker, I want to begin by thanking the member for Ottawa
Centre for putting forward this bill. In the past, we have had bills
before this House that have dealt with corporate and social
responsibility. It is an important issue, and I am most pleased to
speak to it today.

I want to read one part of the bill. This is, “An Act respecting the
promotion of financial transparency, improved accountability and
long-term economic sustainability...”. That strikes me as almost the
Conservative mantra, when I see that.

However, the reason I am particularly interested in this bill and
pleased to have the opportunity to speak to it today is that in my
capacity as critic for international human rights for the last eight and
a half years, I have had numerous delegations. In fact, in a one-
month period about a year ago, I had indigenous groups from
Guatemala, Colombia, Honduras, the Philippines, and Mexico, all of
whom accused their governments of removing their communities
from their traditional lands to allow mining exploration and
development, some of which was conducted by Canadian mining
interests.

I know that Canadians from coast to coast to coast believe that
Canadian mining interests would operate and function with the
values that we hold dear about human rights in Canada.
Unfortunately, from time to time that has been called into question.
This bill would require that Canadian mining, oil, and gas
corporations submit annual transparency reports that disclose all
payments provided by them or their subsidiaries to a foreign
government for the purposes of further mining, oil, or gas activities.

We know there have been Canadian companies called into
question around Libya and other countries. We have some court
cases that are under way. This type of legislative responsibility is
important, not for the good mining companies, not for the people
who follow the rules and have some pride in what they do, but for
those companies that we would call into question their activities and
how they proceed in foreign lands.

I spent time in Saudi Arabia, in the 1970s, and in that country at
that time bribery was a huge undertaking. Nearly anything one
needed or wanted to get done had a bribe attached to it. That is a
culture that needed change. Part of the change is that countries that
provide workforces to a country that functions on bribery have a
responsibility to start that change.

From the reports of abuses that I heard from the indigenous groups
who visited me, it is clear that part of the equation for change in
those countries is contained in this bill. Clear reporting on those
transactions will ensure that Canadian companies continue to use the
proper due diligence in those countries with murky governments,
and we all know what we are talking about here. There are
governments out there that will use torture and will attack their own
citizens. Members of the leadership of these indigenous groups are
physically at risk as a result of standing up for what should be rights
to their own traditional lands.

New Democrats have long supported transparency and account-
ability by Canadian corporations overseas. The member who
sponsored Bill C-300 is with us here today. In fact, in that bill we
had an opportunity to further corporate and social responsibility in
the world by having Canada become a leader. Unfortunately, even
though it was a minority Parliament, we lost, if I recall, by some 12
votes. We see that this bill further complements legislative efforts
that the NDP members and others have made in this House to
encourage that kind of responsibility and sustainable and transparent
management practices in the Canadian extractive sector, which is
then used around the world.
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We also believe that the responsible management of natural
resources means that part of the arrangement must provide the
people of these countries with social and economic benefits. Rather
than having all of the profits skimmed off, when they have a corrupt
government that is practically willing to give away the resources in
these countries, there must be some responsibility to ensure that the
people who have lost their land receive the benefits.

It is clear to NDP members, as well, that corporate transparency
about payments to foreign governments should further Canada's
national foreign policy objectives, and we think it would do that.

® (1340)

Part of our goals as a country, for many years, has been to
encourage the development of democracies around the world. Part of
that, particularly, is governmental accountability. If there is a trail of
transparency where we can see where the monies have flowed, when
those get off base, it would be something that we could identify and
act upon.

With this bill, Canada would join the growing international
community that is starting to move toward disclosures of this nature.
Another speaker earlier quoted the Barney Frank initiative in the
United States. We also believe that enforced regulations would create
a more level playing field for all Canadian companies.

In these countries, we know bribery happens and huge amounts of
money are fed to governments under the table. When Canadian
companies are abiding by the rules and being responsible but have
been defeated in getting a chance to explore for a certain resource
because someone else outbid them under the table, we have to
develop international rules and regulations to ensure it does not
happen.

Today, the EU, Australia, and the U.K. are considering standards
similar to what was just imposed in the United States. Bill C-474
would put Canada on the path to joining those nations that believe
their companies must show a commitment to corporate and social
responsibility when dealing with resource development, particularly
in the developing world. It would ensure that Canadian corporations
are accountable for the payments they make, as I have said over the
last few minutes.

The bill complies with the corporate standards of the extractive
industries transparency initiative. Payments are required to be
identified, under this initiative, and separated according to the
specific extractive projects to which they apply. It is very direct,
maybe in some terms simple, accounting for what people do, but if
that payment is not linked to a specific reported project, it must be
listed separately. If a payment that is listed generically is believed to
apply to a specific project, the bill would authorize the Minister of
Natural Resources to launch an investigation. That is what I would
call true accountability.

The Transparency International bribe payers index ranks the oil
and gas and mining industries as the fourth and fifth most likely
sectors to issue bribes. Consider that for a moment, because Canada
is a leader in resource development in both of these areas. We do not
want our companies tempted or compromised into feeling they have
to pay bribes in these other countries.

Private Members' Business

Two-thirds of the world's poorest people live in countries rich in
natural resources. As I said before, if Canada is party to the
extraction of those resources, it is part of our responsibility to ensure
that those poor people benefit from that extraction and the sales of
their resources. Note that I said they are their resources. Effective
environment and labour standards in developing countries often
depend on advocacy and activism by local populations; thus the
groups that visited my office over last summer.

This bill would make sure local people are aware of the payments
made to their governments by Canadian extractive companies.
Beyond that, it would show where the give and take has been in
those agreements and where the principles have been tested for the
Canadian companies. We hope to be able to say that this bill would
encourage those Canadian companies to the point where we will
never see on record any evidence that they have bribed, been part of
any coercion, or had anything to do with it. My belief is that
companies do not do it, but this would ensure that it is not done and
it would ensure direct accountability.

When the leaders of those nations see that there is an
accountability chain that could cause Canadian companies to
withdraw from their country, perhaps that is just the one lever that
might be needed to start the change to where they treat their own
people with dignity, they do not push them off the lands for
exploration, and when the lands are taken and the delivery of the
resources is done, the people benefit in a true way.

® (1345)

Hon. John McKay (Scarborough—Guildwood, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I thank the House for the opportunity to give a final
summary of this debate. I want to thank all of my colleagues for
participating in the two hours of debate. I am actually a little more
enthusiastic about my colleagues on this side of the House than that
side, but nevertheless I do appreciate their at least engaging.

I want to commend the member for Lac-Saint-Louis and the
member for Hamilton East—Stoney Creek for speaking today. I do
want to correct the member for Hamilton East—Stoney Creek. I
think he confused me, as the sponsor of the bill, with his esteemed
colleague from Ottawa Centre, who has his own very worthwhile bill
on the floor of the House.

As he and others have rightly said, this bill is modelled on the
Cardin-Lugar amendment to the Dodd-Frank bill. It is about as
similar a bill as one could make it given the differences in the
jurisdiction, because I did not want to see an unnecessary regulatory
burden imposed on Canadian companies that trade exclusively in
Canada.

Ironically, Canadian companies that trade both in Canada and the
U.S. will be forced to comply on September 1. They will be forced to
tell the United States Securities and Exchange Commission what
monies were paid, to whom they were paid, the currency they were
paid in, and what project they were paid for, so that everyone in the
world, including Canada, will find out what Canadian companies
paid to secure those concessions, and yet the government continues
to resist.
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I had occasion to go over the arguments put forward by
government members in the last hour of debate, which I found
more amusing than anything else. Regrettably, it is not a laughing
matter.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources
has referred previously to “The new mandatory reporting regime
announced by the Prime Minister...”. There is no mandatory
reporting regime. There are no regulations. There is no law. There
is an announcement. That is it. The only time a Canadian company
would actually have to disclose the information in Bill C-474 would
be when it files its return with the United States Securities and

Exchange Commission.

The parliamentary secretary went on to say that “Canada already
has a well-established financial recording system...”. There is no
recording system. If there were a recording system, we would not
have to go through this.

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
recognizes international voluntary guidelines. It cannot be voluntary
and mandatory at the same time. The industry is actually quite
supportive of the voluntary guidelines.

The same parliamentary secretary then made reference to the
CSR's extractive sector and Marketta Evans. She has been in place
for, I think, either three or four years. She resigned last year. Her
budget was around $1 million a year. She had precisely three cases,
none of which were resolved. I do not know how that can be
considered to be progress on this particular file.

This month, the former minister of natural resources, now the
Minister of Finance, made a big announcement at the Prospectors
and Developers Association of Canada conference, where he said
that if they could not get their game together, particularly the
provinces, the government would start the process of initiating
legislation on April 1, 2015, more than a year from now. Any
legislation he initiates will look a lot like Bill C-474.

As I said, it cannot be both voluntary and mandatory. There is no
voluntary aspect. It is actually mandatory.

The government, by its announcement at PDAC, contradicts all of
the representations made by the speakers from the Conservative side
in the first hour.

This is very serious stuff. Mining companies are having real
difficulties these days. It is extremely expensive. The meltdown in
shares, particularly of one company in South America, because it did
not follow disclosure requirements and did not take corporate and
social responsibility seriously, has resulted in a massive multi-billion
dollar write-down in its share value and the exit of the chairman of
that corporation.

I wish not to be discouraged but I am. The Prime Minister is
prepared to blow off the GS8, President Obama, Prime Minister
Cameron, and Canadians. I regret to say that the industry is desirous
of this kind of legislation and the only drag is the government itself.

® (1350)
The Speaker: The question is on the motion.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the motion?
Some hon. members: Agreed.
Some hon. members: No.

The Speaker: All those in favour of the motion will please say
yea.

Some hon. members: Yea.

The Speaker: All those opposed will please say nay.
Some hon. members: Nay.

The Speaker: In my opinion the nays have it.

And five or more members having risen:

The Speaker: Pursuant to Standing Order 93, the division stands
deferred until Wednesday, April 2, 2014, immediately before the
time provided for private members' business.

It being 1:51 p.m., this House stands adjourned until next
Monday, at 11 a.m., pursuant to Standing Order 24(1).

(The House adjourned at 1:51p.m.)
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Lobb, BEN ..o Huron—DBruce................... Ontario ..................
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Regina—Lumsden—Lake
Government in the House of Commons ..................oooeuvnnnn. Centre........ooovvvvveeeeennnnns Saskatchewan ...........
Lunney, James.........oooiiiiiiii Nanaimo—Albemi.............. British Columbia .......
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence ..........c.oooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii .. Cardigan..............coooeeeinnns Prince Edward Island....
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of
Canada ... ..o Central Nova.................... Nova Scotia.............
MacKenzie, Dave ...t Oxford .........ccooviiiiiiiii, Ontario ..................
Maguire, Larry .......oooiiiii Brandon—Souris................ Manitoba ................
Mai, HOang ......oovnniiii i Brossard—La Prairie ........... Québec .....ooviiiiinin.
Marston, Wayne .......oouintieiiiie i Hamilton East—Stoney Creek . Ontario ..................
Martin, Pat.......c.oeiiiiii i e Winnipeg Centre................ Manitoba ................
Masse, BIrian. .......cooooiiiiiiii e Windsor West ................... Ontario ..................
Mathyssen, Irene ..........c.vvviiiieiii i e London—Fanshawe............. Ontario ..................
May, Elizabeth ... Saanich—Gulf Islands.......... British Columbia .......
Mayes, COlIN ....oouiii i Okanagan—Shuswap ........... British Columbia .......
McCallum, Hon. John ... Markham—Unionville.......... Ontario ..................
McColeman, Phil........ ... Brant.......................... Ontario ..................
McGuinty, David.......cooiiiii Ottawa South.................... Ontario .........oeeeennne
McKay, Hon. John ... Scarborough—Guildwood...... Ontario ..................

McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour Kamloops—Thompson—

and for Western Economic Diversification .......................... Cariboo ......ccoviiiiiiiaa British Columbia .......
Menegakis, Costas, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Citizenship and Immigration .................cooiiiiiiiieiinneannn. Richmond Hill .................. Ontario .........o.eeenen.
Merrifield, Hon. ROb ..., Yellowhead ...................... Alberta ..................
Michaud, BIaINe . .....oven e Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier........ Québec ...........o....n.

Miller, Larry .....ooveii Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound... Ontario ..................

CPC
Lib.

NDP
NDP
NDP

CPC



Province of Political
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Moore, ChISHINE ......veeee e Abitibi—Témiscamingue........ Québec ......ooiiiiiin. NDP
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Industry ............................. Port Moody—Westwood—Port
Coquitlam ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities

AGRIICY) oottt e Fundy Royal .................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Morin, Dany ...t e Chicoutimi—Le Fjord .......... Québec ......cviinn.... NDP
Morin, Isabelle ... Notre-Dame-de-Griace—

Lachine .......................... Québec .......cevvvnn.... NDP
Morin, Marc-Andreé ...........c.oviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Laurentides—Labelle ........... Québec .......eviinn.... NDP
Morin, Marie-Claude..........cooiuiiiiiiiiii i Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot........ Québec .....oooiiiiiiiin. NDP
Mourani, Maria..........oouuiuiiiii Ahuntsic .................oo Québec ....ovviiiiiiinnn Ind.
Mulcair, Hon. Thomas, Leader of the Opposition .................... Outremont .........ooeeeeeeeen... Québec ..., NDP
MUITAY, JOYCE vttt ettt e e et e s Vancouver Quadra .............. British Columbia ........ Lib.
Nantel, PIEITE . ... Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher .... Québec ................... NDP
Nash, Peggy ..o Parkdale—High Park ........... Ontario .........oceeeennn. NDP
Nicholls, Jamie ..........ooiiiiiiii Vaudreuil-Soulanges ............ Québec .......ooiini. NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of National Defence.................. Niagara Falls .................... Ontario ................... CPC
Norlock, Rick ......ooiiiiii Northumberland—Quinte West Ontario ................... CPC
Nunez-Melo, JOSE ......ooiiiiii e Laval...........ooooviiinnn.n. Québec .....cvviinn.... NDP
Obhrai, Hon. Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of

Foreign Affairs and for International Human Rights ............... Calgary East..................... Alberta ................... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. Gordon ............coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiien. Carleton—Mississippi Mills.... Ontario ................... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of Finance ................................. Eglinton—Lawrence ............ Ontario ................... CPC
ONeill Gordon, Tilly «.....oovieiiii e Miramichi .................o.. New Brunswick.......... CPC
OPitz, Ted ..o Etobicoke Centre................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
O'Toole, Erin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Interna-

tional Trade ......oc.vvviiii e Durham.......................... Ontario ................... CPC
Pacetti, MasSImO ......o.uuuuiiitie ettt et Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel .. Québec ................... Lib.
Papillon, Annick ... Québec........ooviiiiiiiiiiaa Québec ......cvviinn.... NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of International Development and )

Minister for La Francophonie ................oooiiiiiiiiiiiinn.... Mégantic—L'Erable............. Québec ......oviviiiinnn CPC
Patry, Claude ........ccoiiiiii Jonquiere—Alma ............... Québec ......ooouiiinn. BQ
Payne, LaVar ... Medicine Hat.................... Alberta ................... CPC
PEClet, BVE ...t La Pointe-de-Ifle................ Québec ........ovvinn.... NDP
Perreault, Manon ............oiiiiiiiii e Montcalm........................ Québec ................... NDP
Pilon, Frangois ..........coviiiiiiiiiiiiii e Laval—Les fles ................. Québec .......cvvvnn.... NDP
Plamondon, Louis ... ....oouuuniiiii e Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—

Bécancour ....................... Québec ............onee BQ
Poilievre, Hon. Pierre, Minister of State (Democratic Reform)...... Nepean—Carleton .............. Ontario ...........oeennn.. CPC
Preston, JOe......ooineiii Elgin—Middlesex—London ... Ontario ................... CPC
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu ..o Beauharnois—Salaberry ........ Québec ......covvinnnn... NDP
Rafferty, John. ..o e Thunder Bay—Rainy River.... Ontario ................... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Transport...............ccovviivvieannn. Halton ....................oeee. Ontario ................... CPC
Rajotte, James ......c.ooiiii i Edmonton—Leduc.............. Alberta ................... CPC
Rankin, MUITAY .......oiiiii e Victoria .....ooooveeeieeeiiin.. British Columbia ........ NDP
Rathgeber, Brent ...........coooiiiiiiii Edmonton—St. Albert.......... Alberta ................... Ind.
Ravignat, Mathieu. ... Pontiac.............ooeiiiiii. Québec .....ooviiiiiiin. NDP
Raynault, Francine ..o Joliette .......ccoviiiiiiiiiin, Québec .....ooviiiiiiinn. NDP
Regan, Hon. Geoff....... ... Halifax West .................... Nova Scotia.............. Lib.
Reid, SCOtt. ..ot Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox

and Addington .................. Ontario ..........cc.eene. CPC



Province of Political
Name of Member Constituency Constituency Affiliation
Rempel, Hon. Michelle, Minister of State (Western Economic
Diversification) ..........ovviuiieiiie i e Calgary Centre-North........... Alberta ................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe...........ccoooiiiiiiii i Wild Rose ............iiin Alberta ................... CPC
Rickford, Hon. Greg, Minister of Natural Resources and Minister for
the Federal Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario Kenora........................... Ontario ............o..... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food............ Battlefords—Lloydminster ..... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Rousseau, Jean .........cooiiiiiiiiiiii i Compton—Stanstead ........... Québec ................... NDP
Saganash, ROMEO ..........coiiiiiiiii i Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik
—Eeyou ..., Québec ....cooviiiinn... NDP
Sandhu, Jasbir .......ooouiiiii Surrey North .................... British Columbia ........ NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance North Vancouver................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Scarpaleggia, Francis ............cooiviiiiiiiiiiiiie it iiiee s Lac-Saint-Louis ................. Québec .....ovviiiiinnnn Lib.
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons.......... Regina—Qu'Appelle............ Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Schellenberger, Gary .........c.eeeeieuieerie it eaieeaans Perth—Wellington .............. Ontario .........oeeeunnns CPC
10T A O - 1 TS Toronto—Danforth.............. Ontario .........oceeennns NDP
Seeback, Kyle .......ooiiiiiii Brampton West.................. Ontario ................... CPC
Sellah, Djaouida. .........ooiiiiii Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert..... Québec ......ooviiiiiin. NDP
Sgro, Hon. Judy ....cooeiiiii York West ......cooovviiininn.. Ontario ........coeeennnns Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans .................. Egmont .................l Prince Edward Island.... CPC
Shipley, Bev ..ot Lambton—Kent—Middlesex... Ontario ................... CPC
Shory, DeVINAer ......ouiiieiit e e e Calgary Northeast............... Alberta ................... CPC
SIMIMS, SCOtE .ttt e Bonavista—Gander—Grand Newfoundland and
Falls—Windsor.................. Labrador.................. Lib.
Sims, Jinny Jogindera...........coooiiiiiiiiiiii Newton—North Delta .......... British Columbia ........ NDP
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika...............oooooiii Scarborough—Rouge River.... Ontario ................... NDP
SMith, JOY ..ottt e Kildonan—St. Paul ............. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sopuck, RODEIt .....ooitiiii i Dauphin—Swan River—
Marquette..........coeeeiennn.n. Manitoba ................. CPC
Sorenson, Hon. Kevin, Minister of State (Finance) .................. Crowfoot ........ccevvveiiinnn. Alberta ................... CPC
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker...............coooiiiiiiiiiiin. Simcoe North ................... Ontario ........coeeeennnns CPC
St-DeEnis, LISE ..vvniiie e Saint-Maurice—Champlain..... Québec ................... Lib.
Stewart, Kennedy ..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Burnaby—Douglas.............. British Columbia ........ NDP
Stoffer, Peter. .. .. Sackville—Eastern Shore ...... Nova Scotia.............. NDP
Storseth, Brian.............oooiiiiiiiiiiiii Westlock—St. Paul ............. Alberta ................... CPC
Strahl, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development ................ccoooviiiie.. Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon.... British Columbia ........ CPC
Sullivan, MiKe.........oiiii e York South—Weston ........... Ontario .............oe.... NDP
Sweet, David .......ovuiii Ancaster—Dundas—
Flamborough—Westdale ....... Ontario ................... CPC
Thibeault, Glenn ......... ..o Sudbury.........cooiiiiiiii Ontario .........oeeeennnes NDP
Tilson, David .......c.c.vvviii Dufferin—Caledon.............. Ontario ................... CPC
Toet, LAWIENCE . ..ooitii it Elmwood—Transcona .......... Manitoba ................. CPC
Toone, Philip ....ooovviii i e Gaspésie—lles-de-la-Madeleine Québec ................... NDP
Tremblay, Jonathan................coiiiiiiiiiii e Montmorency—Charlevoix—
Haute-Céte-Nord................. Québec .......vvvinn.... NDP
Trost, Brad. ... ... Saskatoon—Humboldt.......... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Trottier, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public
Works and Government ServiCes.............covvviunriieeeeeeeannn. Etobicoke—Lakeshore.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Trudeau, JUSHI .....ooiuei i Papineau....................oee Québec ......oovviiinn Lib.
Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women....... London North Centre........... Ontario ................... CPC
Turmel, NYCOle ... ..oeii e Hull—Aylmer ................... Québec ......ooiiiiiiiint NDP
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Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Multiculturalism)............... Edmonton—Sherwood Park.... Alberta ................... CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern

Development. ......ouit et Madawaska—Restigouche ..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Valeriote, Frank .......... ..o Guelph........oooiiiiiii, Ontario ................... Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ........ccooooiiiii i Chatham-Kent—Essex.......... Ontario ................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of

(0703 11754 1o} 1 - York—Simcoe................... Ontario ........ooeveennnns CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE . ......vu ettt Saskatoon—Wanuskewin....... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
Wallace, MIKE ... o Burlington ....................... Ontario ................... CPC
Warawa, Mark...... ..o Langley .......coovvvviinnn... British Columbia ........ CPC
Warkentin, Chris ......... ... Peace River...................... Alberta ................... CPC
Watson, Jeff, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport . ESseX..............ccoooiviiiiines Ontario ........ooeeeennnes CPC
Weston, JONN ......oouiiiii West Vancouver—Sunshine

Coast—Sea to Sky Country.... British Columbia ........ CPC

Weston, ROANeY .......ooviiiiiiiii i Saint John ....................... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wilks, David ..o Kootenay—Columbia........... British Columbia ........ CPC
Williamson, JOhn ... New Brunswick Southwest..... New Brunswick.......... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ....................... Richmond ....................... British Columbia ........ CPC
Woodworth, Stephen...........ccooiiiiiiii i Kitchener Centre ................ Ontario ........ooeeeennnns CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and Consular) Blackstrap ....................... Saskatchewan ............ CPC
YOUNG, TeICNCE .. ettt et e et e e e e e e aeeeeanneeens Oakville.........coooeviiiiiiil, Ontario ................... CPC
YOUNE, Wal ..ottt e Vancouver South................ British Columbia ........ CPC
Zimmer, Bob ... . Prince George—Peace River... British Columbia ........ CPC
VACANCY oo Trinity—Spadina................ Ontario .........oceeeennns
VACANCY .o Fort McMurray—Athabasca ... Alberta ...................
VACANCY ittt e Macleod ............cooeieill. Alberta ...................

N.B.: Under Political Affiliation: CPC - Conservative; NDP - New Democratic Party; Lib. - Liberal; BQ - Bloc Quebecois; GP
- Green Party; Ind. - Independent



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS BY PROVINCE

Second Session—Forty-first Parliament

11

Political
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ALBERTA (26)
Ablonczy, HOn. Diane..........o.c.oiiiiiiiii e Calgary—Nose Hill ........................ CPC
Ambrose, Hon. Rona, Minister of Health..............................o ... Edmonton—Spruce Grove ................ CPC
ANders, ROD ... Calgary West ......oooviiiiiiiiiiieann, CPC
Benoit, Leom ...t Vegreville—Wainwright ................... CPC
Calkins, BIaine. . .......cooiiiiii e Wetaskiwin ..............oooiiiiiiiiie... .. CPC
Crockatt, JOan.......ooi e Calgary Centre .........cooeveeinnnneennnn.. CPC
Dreeshen, Barl .........oooiiiiiiiiii i Red Deer ... CPC
Duncan, LInda ........ooooiiiiiiiii Edmonton—Strathcona .................... NDP
GOldring, Peter. ... .oviii it e e Edmonton East...................coovnnnn. CPC
Harper, Right Hon. Stephen, Prime Minister ................c.oociiiiiiiiiiiiiin. .. Calgary Southwest ...............cooeennt. CPC
Hawn, Hon. Laurie ..........oooiiiiiiiii e Edmonton Centre .......................... CPC
Hillyer, JIm. ..o Lethbridge ...........coooeiiiiiiiit. CPC
Kenney, Hon. Jason, Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister

for MulticulturaliSm ............ooiiiiiii e Calgary Southeast.......................... CPC
Lake, Hon. Mike, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Industry................ Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont .... CPC
Merrifield, Hon. ROD ... e Yellowhead ................ccoooiial. CPC
Obhrai, Hon. Deepak, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and

for International Human Rights.............c.ooiii Calgary East.........ooooviiiiiiiiiiii, CPC
Payne, LaVar. .. ....ooiiiiiiii e Medicine Hat............................... CPC
RaJotte, JAMES. ...\ttt e e Edmonton—Leduc ......................... CPC
Rathgeber, Brent...........ooiiiiiiii e Edmonton—St. Albert..................... Ind.
Rempel, Hon. Michelle, Minister of State (Western Economic Diversification) ...... Calgary Centre-North...................... CPC
Richards, BlaKe ... . ... Wild Rose .....oooviiiiiiii s CPC
Shory, DeVINAET. . .....ett e Calgary Northeast....................oouee CPC
Sorenson, Hon. Kevin, Minister of State (Finance)....................coviiiiiiinn. Crowfoot.......oovvvviiiiiiiii s CPC
Storseth, Brian ......oooouiii s Westlock—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Uppal, Hon. Tim, Minister of State (Multiculturalism) ......................oooieet. Edmonton—Sherwood Park............... CPC
Warkentin, CRIiS .. .....oooiiiiii e Peace River..............ccooiviiiiiiii, CPC
VA C AN CY ottt e e Fort McMurray—Athabasca ..............
VA CANCY it Macleod ......coviiiiiiii
BRITISH COLUMBIA (36)
Albas, Dan, Parliamentary Secretary to the President of the Treasury Board......... Okanagan—Coquihalla.................... CPC
AtamanenKo, ALCX . .........oiiiiiiiiiiii e British Columbia Southern Interior....... NDP
Cannan, Hon. Ron...... ... Kelowna—Lake Country .................. CPC
CroWder, JEan . .....oooiiiii it Nanaimo—Cowichan ...................... NDP
Cullen, Nathan ........oooiii e Skeena—Bulkley Valley................... NDP
Davies, DOM . ... Vancouver Kingsway ...................... NDP
DaVIiEs, LiDDY ..ttt e Vancouver East...............coooooiiiiil NDP
Donnelly, Fin .....ooiii e e New Westminster—Coquitlam ............ NDP
Duncan, Hon. John, Minister of State and Chief Government Whip .................. Vancouver Island North ................... CPC
Fast, Hon. Ed, Minister of International Trade ........................oiiiiiinnn ... Abbotsford..............oooeiiii CPC
Findlay, Hon. Kerry-Lynne D., Minister of National Revenue......................... Delta—Richmond East .................... CPC

Fry, Hon. Hedy .....oooniii i Vancouver Centre ................ooooiunn Lib.
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Garrison, Randall ...... ... e Esquimalt—Juan de Fuca ................. NDP
Grewal, NINQ .. ....ooooiiii i e e Fleetwood—Port Kells .................... CPC
Harris, RIChard. ... .....oooiiuii e i Cariboo—Prince George .................. CPC
Hiebert, RUSS. ...ttt e South Surrey—White Rock—Cloverdale CPC
JUlIAN, Peter .. oo Burnaby—New Westminster .............. NDP
Kamp, Randy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans..... Pitt Meadows—Maple Ridge—Mission.. CPC
LUNNCY, JAIMES .. .vtitet ettt e et et e e e e e e e Nanaimo—Alberni......................... CPC
May, Elizabeth ... ... Saanich—Gulf Islands ..................... GP
Mayes, COLIM. ...ttt e e e e Okanagan—Shuswap ...................... CPC
McLeod, Cathy, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Labour and for Western

Economic Diversification .............ooouuiiiiiiiiiiie i Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo......... CPC
Moore, Hon. James, Minister of Industry..................oo. Port Moody—Westwood—Port

Coquitlam ............oooiiiiiiiii, CPC

MUITAY, JOYCE . ettt ettt e e e e e eas Vancouver Quadra ......................... Lib.
RaANKIN, MUITAY ...ttt ettt e et et et e et e e e e eeeeaaaas VICtOrIa ..o NDP
Sandhu, Jashir ... ... Surrey North ..........oooviviiiiiiiin... NDP
Saxton, Andrew, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance ................. North Vancouver................c.ocooeinn. CPC
Sims, Jinny JOGINACTA .......eetei e e Newton—North Delta ..................... NDP
Stewart, Kennedy ..........oouiiiii e Burnaby—Douglas......................... NDP
Strahl, Mark, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and

Northern Development ..........oouuiieiiii it e eie e e aiaeenns Chilliwack—Fraser Canyon................ CPC
Warawa, MAarK .......ooieiiiii e e e e Langley ...coovvviniiiiiiii i CPC
Weston, JONM.........oiiii i West Vancouver—Sunshine Coast—Sea

to Sky Country.......c.ovvvunieeiininannn. CPC

WILKS, David ... Kootenay—Columbia...................... CPC
Wong, Hon. Alice, Minister of State (Seniors) ...........ccovvvrieeiiriieeineeeiinnnnns Richmond................ccoooiiiiiiina, CPC
YOUNG, Wl .ttt ettt et e et et e e e e Vancouver South........................... CPC
ZIMMET, BOD ..o oo Prince George—Peace River.............. CPC
MANITOBA (14)
ASHEOn, NIKI ..ot Churchill ... NDP
Bateman, JOYCE ... ..ooiit e Winnipeg South Centre.................... CPC
Bergen, Hon. Candice, Minister of State (Social Development) ....................... Portage—Lisgar..............coooiiinl. CPC
Bezan, James, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence ......... Selkirk—Interlake.......................... CPC
Bruinooge, Rod ..o Winnipeg South ... CPC
Falk, Ted ... Provencher...........................l CPC
Fletcher, Hon. Steven .........ccoooiiiiiiiii il Charleswood—St. James—Assiniboia.... CPC
Glover, Hon. Shelly, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages......... Saint Boniface................coceiiiian CPC
Lamoureux, Kevin........ooiiiiiiii i et Winnipeg North.................ooooeel. Lib.
MaAGUITE, LAITY ..\ttt et e e et e et e et e e e e e e aanas Brandon—Souris...............ooeiennn... CPC
Marting Pat ... Winnipeg Centre ..........cevvvnnieennnn. NDP
SMIth, JOY .ot Kildonan—St. Paul ........................ CPC
Sopuck, RODEIT ..o Dauphin—Swan River—Marquette....... CPC
TOet, LAWICNCE ...t e Elmwood—Transcona ..................... CPC
NEW BRUNSWICK (10)
ALLEN, MIKE ..o Tobique—Mactaquac ...................... CPC
Ashfield, Hon. Keith ... o Fredericton ................ ...l CPC
GOAIN, YVOI ettt e Acadie—Bathurst .......................... NDP

Goguen, Robert, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice................... Moncton—Riverview—Dieppe ........... CPC
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LeBlanc, HOn. DOMINIC . ....uuueeett ettt e e e Beauséjour.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Moore, Hon. Rob, Minister of State (Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency) ....... Fundy Royal ..., CPC
ONeill Gordon, Tilly......covuuuiiii e Miramichi.........coooviiiii i CPC
Valcourt, Hon. Bernard, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development. Madawaska—Restigouche................. CPC
WeSton, ROANEY ....ooniiieit ettt e e e e eaaeeas Saint John .............. .. ... CPC
Williamson, JORN . ... o New Brunswick Southwest................ CPC
NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR (7)
ANAIEWS, SCOtt. . o it Avalon ... Lib.
Byrne, Hon. GeITy ... ...oouuiiiiiit i Humber—St. Barbe—Baie Verte ......... Lib.
Cleary, RYan ........ooiiiiii St. John's South—Mount Pearl ........... NDP
Foote, JUAY ...t Random—Burin—St. George's ........... Lib.
Harris, JaCK ... St. John's East.............................. NDP
JOnes, YVONNE. ... o Labrador..................ooiiiiiiiiil Lib.
SIMMS, SCOtt. ... Bonavista—Gander—Grand Falls—

Windsor.......oooeviiiiiiiiii Lib.
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES (1)
Bevington, DEnmis ..........ouoiuuiie e Western Arctic ..........cooviiiiiieneaa... NDP
NOVA SCOTIA (11)
Armstrong, Scott, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Employment and Social Cumberland—Colchester—

DEVEIOPIMENL . ...ttt Musquodoboit Valley ...................... CPC
Brison, HOm. SCOtt. ...t Kings—Hants ... Lib.
Chisholm, RODEIt .. ...oiiii i e Dartmouth—Cole Harbour ................ NDP
Cuzner, ROAEET ... e Cape Breton—Canso ...................... Lib.
Eyking, Hon. Mark .........ooiiiiiii e e Sydney—Victoria ............ooovviennn... Lib.
Keddy, Gerald, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Revenue and for

the Atlantic Canada Opportunities AZENCY ......vveernteieenniieeaiiieeaieeennnaee. South Shore—St. Margaret's .............. CPC
KT, GIOE ... ettt e e West Nova...oooviviiiiiiii i CPC
1T T 1 (57 1 Halifax ... NDP
MacKay, Hon. Peter, Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada............ Central Nova ..........cocoiiiiiiiiini. CPC
Regan, Hon. Geoff ..o e Halifax West.............cooiiiiiiiiiiil Lib.
StOTfer, Peter ... et s Sackville—Eastern Shore.................. NDP
NUNAVUT (1)

Aglukkaq, Hon. Leona, Minister of the Environment, Minister of the Canadian

Northern Economic Development Agency and Minister for the Arctic Council.... Nunavut............cooooiiiiiiiiie.. CPC

ONTARIO (105)
Adams, Eve, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health ....................... Mississauga—Brampton South............ CPC
AdIEr, Mark ... York Centre .......coovviiiiiiiiiiinniiinnn. CPC
Albrecht, Harold ... ... Kitchener—Conestoga..................... CPC
Alexander, Hon. Chris, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration ..................... Ajax—Pickering ............ociiiiiiin CPC
Allen, Malcolm ... o Welland ... NDP
ATISON, DEAN ...ttt Niagara West—Glanbrook................. CPC
Ambler, Stella. .. ... Mississauga South ..................ooe.e. CPC
ANgus, Charlie ... .. .o Timmins—James Bay ..................... NDP
ASPIN, JAY e Nipissing—Timiskaming .................. CPC
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Baird, Hon. John, Minister of Foreign Affairs ...t Ottawa West—Nepean..................... CPC
Bélanger, Hon. Mauril....... ... Ottawa—Vanier .............ccevveieannnn. Lib.
Bennett, Hon. Carolyn ...........ccooiiiii i St. Paul's...oooviiiii Lib.
Braid, Peter, Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and Communities............. Kitchener—Waterloo....................... CPC
Brown, GOTdOmn ........ooiiiiiiiiiie Leeds—Grenville .......................... CPC
Brown, Lois, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Development Newmarket—Aurora....................... CPC
Brown, Patrick .........oooiiiiii i Barrie ... CPC
Butt, Brad ... Mississauga—Streetsville.................. CPC
Calandra, Paul , Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister and for Intergovern-

mental Affairs .. ... Oak Ridges—Markham ................... CPC
Carmichael, JONn ... ..o Don Valley West ........coovvvveiiiiannn CPC
Carrie, Colin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of the Environment........... Oshawa ........ooviiiiiiiiii CPC
Cash, ANAreW ........ooiiii i Davenport .........oovviiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Charlton, CRriS. ......oooii i e Hamilton Mountain ........................ NDP
Chist, COTNELIL . ...ttt ettt e Pickering—Scarborough East ............. CPC
Chong, Hon. Michael ...........ooiiiiiiii i e Wellington—Halton Hills ................. CPC
Christopherson, David...........cooiiiiii Hamilton Centre ................oooeiiiiee NDP
Clement, Hon. Tony, President of the Treasury Board......................oooiiiian. Parry Sound—Muskoka ................... CPC
Comartin, Joe, The Deputy Speaker ..........c.oooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e, Windsor—Tecumseh....................... NDP
Dani€l, JOC ... Don Valley East...........cccevviviiinnn, CPC
Davidson, PatriCia ...........uuuiiiiiiii Sarnia—Lambton .......................... CPC
Dechert, Bob, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Justice...................... Mississauga—Erindale..................... CPC
Del Mastro, Dean . ... ...ttt Peterborough ... Cons. Ind.
Devolin, Barry, The Acting Speaker ..........cooviuiiiiiiiiiii i Haliburton—Kawartha Lakes—Brock.... CPC
Dewar, Paul ... ..o o Ottawa Centre ..............cooiiiiiinn.... NDP
Duncan, KiIrsty ... ...oooueueio i e Etobicoke North..............ooooiiie Lib.
Dykstra, Rick, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Canadian Heritage........ St. Catharines ..............ocevveeiieenn... CPC
Fantino, Hon. Julian, Minister of Veterans Affairs...................coooiiiiiiiiinnn.. Vaughan .........ccooviiiiiiiiiiiinnann, CPC
Finley, Hon. Diane, Minister of Public Works and Government Services............. Haldimand—Norfolk ...................... CPC
Flaherty, Hon. Jim.... ... e e Whitby—Oshawa .......................eee CPC
Freeland, CRIystia ..........oooiiiii e Toronto Centre ..........ooveeeevinnieennnns Lib.
Galipeau, Royal..... ..o Ottawa—Orléans......................oeee CPC
Gallant, Cheryl. . ... ..o e e Renfrew—Nipissing—Pembroke ......... CPC
Gill, Parm, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Veterans Affairs .............. Brampton—Springdale .................... CPC
Goodyear, Hon. Gary, Minister of State (Federal Economic Development Agency for

SOUthern ONLATIO) ... .. venet ittt ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e e eaaas Cambridge .......oovvvviiiiiiiii s CPC
Gosal, Hon. Bal, Minister of State (Sport) ..........cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Bramalea—Gore—Malton................. CPC
Gravelle, Claude ........ ... Nickel Belt ...........coooiiiiil, NDP
Harris, Dan. ... .o Scarborough Southwest.................... NDP
Hayes, BIyan........oooiiii i Sault Ste. Marie...........ccooeeiiinee.. CPC
Holder, Hon. Ed, Minister of State (Science and Technology)......................... London West ........coovviiiiiiiiniininnn CPC
HSU, T, oot Kingston and the Islands .................. Lib.
Hughes, Carol.........ooiii i Algoma—Manitoulin—Kapuskasing ..... NDP
Hyer, BrucCe ... Thunder Bay—Superior North............ GP
James, Roxanne, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Safety and

Emergency Preparedness ..........o.oeeeiiiiiiiii e Scarborough Centre........................ CPC
Karygiannis, HOn. JIm ........oooiiiiiiiii i e eas Scarborough—Agincourt .................. Lib.
Kellway, MattheW ........coouiiiiitiieiiie i e e e et e e e eaaas Beaches—East York ....................... NDP
Kent, HOon. Peter. ... ..o Thornhill..................ooiiiiiiii CPC

Kramp, Daryl ... Prince Edward—Hastings ................. CPC
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Lauzomn, GUY . .....eeeei ettt e Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry ... CPC
Leitch, Hon. Khristinn Kellie, Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of Women Simcoe—Grey.............coooveiiinnnen... CPC
Lemieux, Pierre, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture ............. Glengarry—Prescott—Russell............. CPC
Leung, Chungsen, Parliamentary Secretary for Multiculturalism ...................... Willowdale ..o CPC
Lizon, WIadysIaw ........oiiititiii e e e e Mississauga East—Cooksville ............ CPC
LoD, Bem ..o Huron—Bruce................cooooi CPC
MacKenzie, Dave. ... ... Oxford .....oooviiii CPC
Marston, Wayne .........o.ooiiiiiiiii Hamilton East—Stoney Creek ............ NDP
Masse, BIian .......oooooii Windsor West ............oooiiiiiiiiil NDP
Mathyssen, Irene. ... ..ot London—Fanshawe........................ NDP
McCallum, Hon. JORN ... ... Markham—Unionville..................... Lib.
McColeman, Phil ..... ... Brant ... CPC
McGuinty, David ... Ottawa South................coooiviinnt. Lib.
McKay, Hon. JORN ... Scarborough—Guildwood.................. Lib.
Menegakis, Costas, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Citizenship and

IMMIGIAtION ...ttt e e Richmond Hill ..., CPC
MIller, Larmy ..o e Bruce—Grey—Owen Sound............... CPC
Nash, Peggy ... oo Parkdale—High Park ...................... NDP
Nicholson, Hon. Rob, Minister of National Defence ...................cccoovvvvee. ... Niagara Falls ..., CPC
NOTIOCK, RICK ... oo e Northumberland—Quinte West ........... CPC
O'Connor, Hon. GOrdon.........oviiniiiiit i e e Carleton—Mississippi Mills............... CPC
Oliver, Hon. Joe, Minister of FInance.................cooiiiiiiiiiii i, Eglinton—Lawrence ....................... CPC
OPILZ, T ..ot e Etobicoke Centre............ccoovuvieenn CPC
O'Toole, Erin, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of International Trade........ Durham ... CPC
Poilievre, Hon. Pierre, Minister of State (Democratic Reform) ........................ Nepean—Carleton .................o.oo.ee CPC
PrEStON, JO .ottt Elgin—Middlesex—London .............. CPC
Rafferty, JOhn ......oooi Thunder Bay—Rainy River............... NDP
Raitt, Hon. Lisa, Minister of Transport ...........c..oviiuieeeiiiieiiiieeiiieeeninneenns Halton.............ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
REIA, SCOM ..ttt e Lanark—Frontenac—Lennox and

Addington ... CPC

Rickford, Hon. Greg, Minister of Natural Resources and Minister for the Federal

Economic Development Initiative for Northern Ontario .............................. Kenora......oooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii CPC
Schellenberger, GarY ..........eeeuuieei e e e e et e e eaaas Perth—Wellington ......................... CPC
SCOtt, CLaLZ ...ttt Toronto—Danforth......................... NDP
Seeback, Kyle. ... oo Brampton West............coooiiiiiiiii CPC
Sgro, HOon. JUAY ..o York West .....vvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii s Lib.
Shipley, BeV ... Lambton—Kent—Middlesex.............. CPC
Sitsabaiesan, Rathika ............oooiiiiiii i e Scarborough—Rouge River............... NDP
Stanton, Bruce, The Acting Speaker .........ccovviiiiiiiiiii e Simcoe North ...............oooiiiiiinnnn. CPC
SULLIVan, MIKE .. ..o York South—Weston ...................... NDP
SWeet, David. .....ovriiii i Ancaste—Dundas—Flamborough—

Westdale ..........oovviiiiiiiii CPC

Thibeault, GIenn ..........ooii i e Sudbury.....ccooviiiiiii NDP
THISON, David ...ttt Dufferin—Caledon......................... CPC
Trottier, Bernard, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Public Works and

GOVEINMENT SEIVICES ... .uuettttttt ettt ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeaaaees Etobicoke—Lakeshore..................... CPC
Truppe, Susan, Parliamentary Secretary for Status of Women ......................... London North Centre...................... CPC
Valeriote, Frank ........ooooiiiiii e Guelph ....oovi Lib.
Van Kesteren, Dave ..o e Chatham-Kent—Essex..................... CPC
Van Loan, Hon. Peter, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons ....... York—Simcoe..........coooiiiiiiii CPC
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Wallace, MIKE. ...t Burlington ... CPC
Watson, Jeff, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Transport.................... ESSeX . uniiiiii i CPC
Woodworth, Stephen .........ooiiiii Kitchener Centre .............ccovvviivnnn.. CPC
YoUNG, TEIEIICE .. .eveeeinett ettt et Oakville.......cooviiiii i CPC
VA C AN CY ottt e e Trinity—Spadina.................ooeeenn
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND (4)
(7T . ¥ Charlottetown .............cccoviiiieiii... Lib.
Easter, HON. Wayne .......ooiiuiiiiii et Malpeque ...ovvveeiiie i Lib.
MacAulay, Hon. Lawrence...........coo.oviuiiiiiiiiiii i Cardigan ............ocoiiiiiiiiiiii .. Lib.
Shea, Hon. Gail, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans ......................coviiiinnnnn, Egmont ... CPC
QUEBEC (75)
Aubin, RODEIt. ... o Trois-Rivieres .............coovviiieneaaa... NDP
Ayala, Paulina. ... ... Honoré-Mercier ..........c..ccooeviien... NDP
Bellavance, ANdré ............oiiiiiiiiiii e Richmond—Arthabaska ................... BQ
Benskin, TYTONE . .....ooinniiiii e Jeanne-Le Ber............oooooiiiiiiinl NDP
Bernier, Hon. Maxime, Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism, and
AGLICUITUIR) ..ottt e Beauce .......ccooiiiiiiiiii CPC

Blanchette, Denis ...........ooiiiiiiiiii e Louis-Hébert .....................oiiis NDP
Blanchette-Lamothe, LySane .............ooviiiiiiiiii e e Pierrefonds—Dollard ...................... NDP
Blaney, Hon. Steven, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness ....... Lévis—Bellechasse .................oouuee CPC
Boivin, FrangoiSe ..........uuiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e Gatineau .........oovvviiiiiiiiieeeeaaaaas NDP
Borg, Charmaine. .........o.ueiinieei e Terrebonne—Blainville .................... NDP
Boulerice, AlEXandre ..........oooiiiiiiii i Rosemont—La Petite-Patrie............... NDP
Boutin-Sweet, Marjolaine ..........c.uieitieiitt ettt eie e aas Hochelaga ...........coooviiiiiiiiiiin... NDP
Brahmi, Tarik ........oooiiii Saint-Jean.................oooiiiiiiiiiiann. NDP
Brosseau, Ruth Ellen ... Berthier—Maskinongé..................... NDP
CarOn, GUY ... ottt Rimouski-Neigette—Témiscouata—Les

Basques.......coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Chicoine, SYIVAIN . ....ottt it e e e e e e e aaeeas Chateauguay—Saint-Constant............. NDP
Choquette, FIangois ... ..uieeutieettt ettt e et et e e e e e e aaeenns Drummond ...............cooiiiiii NDP
COté, RAYMONA ...ttt e e e e Beauport—Limoilou ....................... NDP
Cotler, Hon. Irwin ........o.oiiii e Mount Royal ... Lib.
Day, ANNE-MArie ........oitiitit i Charlesbourg—Haute-Saint-Charles ...... NDP
Dion, Hon. Stéphane, Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ....................coiiiiiiiii.. Saint-Laurent—Cartierville ................ Lib.
Dionne Labelle, Pierre ... ... Riviere-du-Nord........................... NDP
Doré Lefebvre, ROSane .............iiiiiiii e Alfred-Pellan ...........................l NDP
Dubé, Matthew .....coouiiii i Chambly—Borduas ........................ NDP
Dubourg, Emmanuel ...........c.oiiiiiiiii i e Bourassa ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiii Lib.
Dusseault, Pierre-Luc. ... ..o Sherbrooke ...............oooiiiiiiiiin. NDP
Fortin, Jean-Frangois ...........ooiiuuiiiiiii i Haute-Gaspésie—La Mitis—Matane—

Matapédia .......ooooeiiiiiiiiii BQ
Freeman, MYIENe ........ooiiiniiii e Argenteuil—Papineau—Mirabel .......... NDP
GarneaU, MATC ...ttt et e e e e Westmount—Ville-Marie .................. Lib.
Genest, REJaN ......ooii i e Shefford .......ccooviiiii i NDP
Genest-Jourdain, Jonathan ........... ... i Manicouagan ............ooeeveeeinieeannns NDP
GIGUETE, ALQIN ...\ttt et ettt et et e Marc-Auréle-Fortin ........................ NDP
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
Gourde, Jacques, Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, for Official

Languages and for the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions

OF QUEDEC ..ttt s Lotbiniére—Chutes-de-la-Chaudiére...... CPC
Groguhe, Sadia .......oo.uiiiii i e Saint-Lambert ..., NDP
Hassainia, Sana .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii e Verchéres—ILes Patriotes .................. NDP
JACOD, PIeITE .. oottt Brome—Missisquoi..........c.ovveeiinnnnn. NDP
Lapointe, Francois ..........couiiuiiiiiit i Montmagny—L'Islet—Kamouraska—

Riviere-du-Loup..........oooeviiiiiin. NDP
Larose, Jean-Frangois .............ooiiiiiiiiiiii i Repentigny ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiii, NDP
Latendresse, Alexandrine.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiii i Louis-Saint-Laurent ........................ NDP
Laverdiere, HEIGNE. .......cooiiiiiii e Laurier—Sainte-Marie ..................... NDP
Lebel, Hon. Denis, Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental

Affairs and Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the

Regions of QUEDEC ......oouiiiii Roberval—Lac-Saint-Jean................. CPC
LeBlanc, HEIENE ... ..o LaSalle—FEmard...........covvveeieiin.. NDP
Liu, Laurin .. ..o Riviére-des-Mille-fles ...................... NDP
Mai, HOANE ..ottt e e e e Brossard—1La Prairie ...................... NDP
Michaud, EIAINE ............oiiniiie et Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier................. NDP
B (0 0) (S O sV £ T Abitibi—Témiscamingue .................. NDP
Morin, Dany .....o..ueooi i Chicoutimi—Le Fjord ..................... NDP
Morin, Isabelle . ... ..o o e Notre-Dame-de-Grace—Lachine........... NDP
Morin, Marc-André. ... .. ... i Laurentides—Labelle ...................... NDP
Morin, Marie-Clatude ..........c.uiiiiiit e e e Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot................... NDP
Mourani, MATIa . ......oooiiii e Ahuntsic ... Ind.
Mulcair, Hon. Thomas, Leader of the Opposition.............c.eeviiiiiiiineinnnnn... Outremont .............oovveiiiiiiiinnnn. NDP
Nantel, PIETTE ...ttt Longueuil—Pierre-Boucher ............... NDP
Nicholls, Jamie ........ooii s Vaudreuil-Soulanges ....................... NDP
NUNEz-Melo, JOSE. ... ... Laval.......oooooo NDP
Pacettl, IMaSSIMO . .. ...ttt ettt ettt Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel ............. Lib.
Papillon, AnnicK ........ooouiiii QUEDEC. .. e NDP
Paradis, Hon. Christian, Minister of International Development and Minister for La )

Francophonie.........oouuuiii Meégantic—L'Erable........................ CPC
Patry, Claude. ... ....ooii Jonquiere—Alma..................ooiil BQ
PECLEE, EIVE ettt e La Pointe-de-ITle........cocovvieiiiniiil. NDP
Perreault, Manon ... Montcalm..............oooiiiiiiiiiiaa. NDP
Pilon, Frangois ... ......uuiieeeeiiiii ettt Laval—Les fles .......cooveeiee . NDP
Plamondon, LOUIS .....oooiiiiiiiii Bas-Richelieu—Nicolet—Bécancour ..... BQ
Quach, Anne Minh-Thu........ ... e Beauharnois—Salaberry ................... NDP
Ravignat, MathiCu ..........ooiiiiiii e e e Pontiac...........oooiiiiiiiiiiii NDP
Raynault, Francine. ...........ooiiiioiiii i e e Joliette ....oooiieii NDP
Rousseau, Jean ... .. ... Compton—Stanstead....................... NDP
Saganash, ROMEO .........ooiuiiii e Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou. NDP
Scarpaleggia, Francis ...........ooouiiiiiiiii e Lac-Saint-Louis ...........coceviiiiiiiiin Lib.
Sellah, DJaouida ........ooon i Saint-Bruno—Saint-Hubert................ NDP
StDENIS, LaSE ettt ittt Saint-Maurice—Champlain................ Lib.
Toone, Philip. ... .. e Gaspésie—iles-de-la-Madeleine............. NDP
Tremblay, Jonathan .............c.oiiiiiiii e Montmorency—Charlevoix—Haute-

Cote-Nord .......oooviiiiiiiie i NDP
Trudeau, JUSHIN. .....oo e Papineau ... Lib.
Turmel, NYCOIE .. ..ot e Hull—Aylmer ...............coooint. NDP
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Name of Member Constituency Affiliation
SASKATCHEWAN (14)
Anderson, David, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs........ Cypress Hills—Grasslands ................ CPC
Block, Kelly, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Natural Resources ......... Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar-........... CPC
Boughen, Ray........cooiiii Palliser........coooviiiiiiiiiiiii s CPC
Breftkreuz, Garry . ....ooonuieii e Yorkton—Melville ....................... CPC
Clarke, ROD ..o e e Desnethé—Missinippi—Churchill River . CPC
Goodale, Hon. Ralph...... .o e Wascana ......ooooeviiiiiiiii Lib.
Hoback, Randy ........ocoiiiiiiiiii e Prince Albert ..............ccooiiiiiiil CPC
Komarnicki, Ed ... Souris—Moose Mountain ................. CPC
Lukiwski, Tom, Parliamentary Secretary to the Leader of the Government in the

House of COMMONS ....coutiitit et Regina—Lumsden—Lake Centre......... CPC
Ritz, Hon. Gerry, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food ...................c.oooo.l. Battlefords—Lloydminster ................ CPC
Scheer, Hon. Andrew, Speaker of the House of Commons ............................ Regina—Qu'Appelle.....................0. CPC
Trost, Brad ..o Saskatoon—Humboldt..................... CPC
Vellacott, MAUTICE ........uueie ittt et e e Saskatoon—Wanuskewin.................. CPC
Yelich, Hon. Lynne, Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and Consular)................ Blackstrap ........cooooviiiiiiiiiiiii. CPC
YUKON (1)
Leef, Ryan ... Yukon.....oooooiiiiiiiiii CPC



Chair:

Ray Boughen
Rob Clarke

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Niki Ashton
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
Dennis Bevington
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
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LIST OF STANDING AND SUB-COMMITTEES
(As of March 28, 2014 — 2nd Session, 41st Parliament)

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS AND NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT

Chris Warkentin

Earl Dreeshen

Jonathan Genest-Jourdain

John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Carol Hughes
Kyle Seeback

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Carolyn Bennett
Jean Crowder

Mark Strahl (10)

Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Romeo Saganash
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa

Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Charmaine Borg
Paul Calandra

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

ACCESS TO INFORMATION, PRIVACY AND ETHICS

Pat Martin

Jacques Gourde
Laurie Hawn

Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel

Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Pierre-Luc Dusseault
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

Vice-Chairs:

Scott Andrews

Patricia Davidson

Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Mathieu Ravignat

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

Anne Minh-Thu Quach
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Bob Zimmer (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Craig Scott

Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young
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AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Chair: Bev Shipley Vice-Chairs: Ruth Ellen Brosseau

Mark Eyking

Earl Dreeshen
Randall Garrison

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Niki Ashton
Jay Aspin

Alex Atamanenko
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins

Randy Hoback
Pierre Lemieux

Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer

Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

LaVar Payne
Francine Raynault

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Pat Martin

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole

Joe Preston

Bob Zimmer (10)

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young
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Chair:

Ray Boughen
Rick Dykstra

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Gordon Brown

Ted Falk
Jim Hillyer

Andrew Cash
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Matthew Dubé
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

CANADIAN HERITAGE

Vice-Chairs:

Frangois Lapointe
Irene Mathyssen

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Stéphane Dion
Pierre Nantel

John Weston (10)

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair:

Joe Daniel
Chungsen Leung

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION

David Tilson

Costas Menegakis
Ted Opitz

Andrew Cash
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Libby Davies
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Alain Giguere
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

Vice-Chairs:

Jasbir Sandhu
Devinder Shory

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Pierre Lemieux
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
John McCallum

Rathika Sitsabaiesan

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley

Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Dennis Bevington

Colin Carrie

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas

Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Robert Chisholm

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Harold Albrecht

Myléne Freeman
Robert Sopuck

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Storseth
Lawrence Toet

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Frangois Choquette
John McKay

Stephen Woodworth

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Mark Adler
Mike Allen

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

James Rajotte

Guy Caron
Gerald Keddy

Rob Clarke
Raymond Coté
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Emmanuel Dubourg
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Peter Kent

FINANCE

Vice-Chairs:

Murray Rankin
Andrew Saxton

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Hoang Mai

Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
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Scott Brison
Nathan Cullen

Dave Van Kesteren (10)

Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Chair: Rodney Weston Vice-Chairs: Robert Chisholm
Lawrence MacAulay
Ryan Cleary Randy Kamp Robert Sopuck John Weston (10)

Patricia Davidson

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Ryan Leef

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Bob Dechert
Fin Donnelly
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Kennedy Stewart

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Philip Toone
Jonathan Tremblay
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chairs: Paul Dewar
Marc Garneau
David Anderson Peter Goldring Héleéne Laverdiere Gary Schellenberger (10)
Lois Brown Nina Grewal Romeo Saganash
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Irwin Cotler Mike Lake Scott Reid
Eve Adams Joan Crockatt Guy Lauzon Blake Richards
Mark Adler Joe Daniel Ryan Leef Andrew Saxton
Dan Albas Patricia Davidson Pierre Lemieux Kyle Seeback
Harold Albrecht Don Davies Chungsen Leung Bev Shipley
Mike Allen Bob Dechert Laurin Liu Devinder Shory
Stella Ambler Earl Dreeshen Wiladyslaw Lizon Joy Smith
Rob Anders Rick Dykstra Ben Lobb Robert Sopuck
Scott Armstrong Ted Falk Tom Lukiwski Brian Storseth
Keith Ashfield Steven Fletcher James Lunney Mark Strahl
Jay Aspin Royal Galipeau Dave MacKenzie David Sweet
Joyce Bateman Cheryl Gallant Larry Maguire David Tilson
Leon Benoit Parm Gill Wayne Marston Lawrence Toet
Tyrone Benskin Robert Goguen Colin Mayes Brad Trost
James Bezan Jacques Gourde Phil McColeman Bernard Trottier
Kelly Block Richard Harris Cathy McLeod Susan Truppe
Ray Boughen Laurie Hawn Costas Menegakis Dave Van Kesteren
Peter Braid Bryan Hayes Rob Merrifield Maurice Vellacott
Garry Breitkreuz Russ Hiebert Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Gordon Brown Jim Hillyer Marc-André Morin Mark Warawa
Patrick Brown Randy Hoback Rick Norlock Chris Warkentin
Rod Bruinooge Ed Holder Deepak Obhrai Jeff Watson
Brad Butt Pierre Jacob Gordon O'Connor John Weston
Paul Calandra Roxanne James Tilly O'Neill Gordon Rodney Weston
Blaine Calkins Peter Julian Ted Opitz David Wilks
Ron Cannan Randy Kamp Erin O'Toole John Williamson
John Carmichael Gerald Keddy LaVar Payne Stephen Woodworth
Colin Carrie Peter Kent Eve Péclet Terence Young
Corneliu Chisu Greg Kerr Joe Preston Wai Young
Michael Chong Ed Komarnicki James Rajotte Bob Zimmer
Rob Clarke Daryl Kramp
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
Chair: Scott Reid Vice-Chairs: Irwin Cotler
‘Wayne Marston
Tyrone Benskin Nina Grewal Gary Schellenberger David Sweet 7
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Chair:

Diane Ablonczy
Mark Adler

Eve Adams

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Denis Blanchette
Kelly Block
Frangoise Boivin
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS AND ESTIMATES

Pierre-Luc Dusseault

Jay Aspin
Anne-Marie Day

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
Linda Duncan
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Vice-Chairs:

Jim Hillyer
Pat Martin

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Gerry Byrme
Gordon O'Connor

Bernard Trottier (10)

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair:

Eve Adams

Wiladyslaw Lizon

Diane Ablonczy
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong

Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dany Morin

Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel

Patricia Davidson

Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

HEALTH

Vice-Chairs:

Isabelle Morin
David Wilks

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Tom Lukiwski
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Wayne Marston
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Christine Moore
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
Manon Perreault
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
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Libby Davies

Terence Young (10)

Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Djaouida Sellah
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

Mike Sullivan
David Sweet

Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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HUMAN RESOURCES, SKILLS AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE STATUS OF PERSONS WITH

Chair: Phil McColeman

Scott Armstrong
Tarik Brahmi

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler

Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Alexandre Boulerice
Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Chris Charlton

Brad Butt
Sadia Groguhé

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Matthew Dubé
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Alain Giguere
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

DISABILITIES

Vice-Chairs:

Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Irene Mathyssen
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
Manon Perreault
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Rodger Cuzner
Jinny Jogindera Sims

Cathy McLeod

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Rathika Sitsabaiesan
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

Mike Sullivan
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Jonathan Tremblay
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Joyce Bateman
Raymond Coté

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Malcolm Allen
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Mauril Bélanger
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

David Sweet

Cheryl Gallant
Mike Lake

Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Brian Masse
Dave Van Kesteren

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Guy Lauzon
Héléne LeBlanc
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

Anne Minh-Thu Quach

Peggy Nash
Judy Sgro

Mark Warawa

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Ron Cannan
Russ Hiebert

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

Rob Merrifield

Randy Hoback
Laurin Liu

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Paul Dewar
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Chrystia Freeland
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Jim Hillyer
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Vice-Chairs:

Marc-André Morin
Erin O'Toole

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Héléne Laverdiere
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Brian Masse
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Mathieu Ravignat
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Don Davies
Massimo Pacetti

Devinder Shory (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley

Jinny Jogindera Sims
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet

David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost

Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace

Mark Warawa

Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young

Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Chair: Mike Wallace Vice-Chairs: Frangoise Boivin
Sean Casey
Patrick Brown Robert Goguen Eve Péclet David Wilks (10)

Bob Dechert

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

Pierre Jacob

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk

Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Randall Garrison
Parm Gill

Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Matthew Kellway
Peter Kent

Kyle Seeback

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Wayne Marston
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte

Murray Rankin
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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LIAISON
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair: David Christopherson
Harold Albrecht Peter Kent Phil McColeman David Sweet (25)
Leon Benoit Greg Kerr Rob Merrifield David Tilson
Gordon Brown Daryl Kramp Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Chris Charlton Héléne LeBlanc Joe Preston Chris Warkentin
Michael Chong Ben Lobb James Rajotte Rodney Weston
Pierre-Luc Dusseault Pat Martin Bev Shipley
Associate Members
Scott Andrews Jean Crowder Marc Garneau Pierre Nantel
Mauril Bélanger Nathan Cullen Randall Garrison Peggy Nash
Carolyn Bennett Rodger Cuzner Yvon Godin Gordon O'Connor
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe Patricia Davidson Jack Harris Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Francoise Boivin Don Davies Kevin Lamoureux Massimo Pacetti
Garry Breitkreuz Libby Davies Alexandrine Latendresse Geoff Regan
Scott Brison Paul Dewar Lawrence MacAulay Judy Sgro
Ruth Ellen Brosseau Stéphane Dion Hoang Mai Scott Simms
Gerry Byrne Kirsty Duncan John McCallum Jinny Jogindera Sims
John Carmichael Wayne Easter David McGuinty Lise St-Denis
Sean Casey Mark Eyking John McKay Peter Stoffer
Robert Chisholm Hedy Fry Joyce Murray Frank Valeriote
Frangois Choquette
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMITTEE BUDGETS
Chair: Dean Allison Vice-Chair:
David Christopherson Phil McColeman Joe Preston Chris Warkentin (7

Pat Martin

Larry Miller




Chair:

James Bezan
Corneliu Chisu

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Tarik Brahmi
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Peter Kent

Cheryl Gallant

Jean-Francgois Larose

Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Randall Garrison
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

NATIONAL DEFENCE

Vice-Chairs:

Elaine Michaud
Rick Norlock

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Christine Moore
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
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Jack Harris
Joyce Murray

John Williamson (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Peter Stoffer

Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Kelly Block
Blaine Calkins

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Charlie Angus
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
James Bezan
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke

Leon Benoit

Joan Crockatt
Linda Duncan

Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Claude Gravelle
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Carol Hughes
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki

NATURAL RESOURCES

Vice-Chairs:

Ryan Leef
Christine Moore

Associate Members

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

John Rafferty
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Romeo Saganash

Chris Charlton
Geoff Regan

Brad Trost

Andrew Saxton

Gary Schellenberger

Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Kennedy Stewart
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe

Dave Van Kesteren

Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson

Stephen Woodworth

Terence Young
Wai Young
Bob Zimmer

(10)




Chair:

Joyce Bateman
Corneliu Chisu

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Leon Benoit
Tyrone Benskin
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

Michael Chong

Joe Daniel
Jacques Gourde

Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Stéphane Dion
Pierre Dionne Labelle
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Vice-Chairs:
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Yvon Godin

Lise St-Denis

Jamie Nicholls
Manon Perreault

Associate Members

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake
Alexandrine Latendresse
Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

John Williamson (10)

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Vice-Chairs: Kevin Lamoureux

Alexandrine Latendresse

Chair: Joe Preston

Brad Butt
David Christopherson

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Chris Charlton

Tom Lukiwski
Ted Opitz

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Nathan Cullen
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Yvon Godin
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Sadia Groguhé
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp

Scott Reid
Blake Richards

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne
James Rajotte
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger

Craig Scott (10)

Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Philip Toone
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Nycole Turmel
Frank Valeriote
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer

Chair:

Brad Butt

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Dave MacKenzie

Philip Toone

Vice-Chair:

Frank Valeriote

“)
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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Chair: David Christopherson Vice-Chairs: John Carmichael
Yvonne Jones
Dan Albas Jay Aspin Alain Giguére Stephen Woodworth (10)
Malcolm Allen Ted Falk Bryan Hayes
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Rob Clarke Daryl Kramp Andrew Saxton
Eve Adams Joan Crockatt Mike Lake Gary Schellenberger
Mark Adler Joe Daniel Guy Lauzon Kyle Seeback
Harold Albrecht Patricia Davidson Ryan Leef Bev Shipley
Mike Allen Bob Dechert Pierre Lemieux Devinder Shory

Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan

Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe

Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra

Earl Dreeshen
Pierre-Luc Dusseault
Rick Dykstra
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Dan Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
Glenn Thibeault
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

Blaine Calkins Randy Kamp Joe Preston John Williamson
Ron Cannan Gerald Keddy James Rajotte Terence Young
Colin Carrie Peter Kent Scott Reid Wai Young
Corneliu Chisu Greg Kerr Blake Richards Bob Zimmer

Michael Chong

Ed Komarnicki
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Chair:

Rosane Doré Lefebvre
Roxanne James

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Charmaine Borg
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael

PUBLIC SAFETY AND NATIONAL SECURITY

Daryl Kramp

Larry Maguire
Rick Norlock

Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Don Davies
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Jack Harris
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp

Vice-Chairs:

LaVar Payne
Blake Richards

Associate Members

Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
Frangois Pilon
Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Murray Rankin
Scott Reid

Wayne Easter
Randall Garrison

Jean Rousseau (10)

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer




Chair: Héléne LeBlanc

Stella Ambler
Niki Ashton

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Lysane Blanchette-Lamothe
Kelly Block
Frangoise Boivin
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie

Joan Crockatt
Djaouida Sellah

Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Jean Crowder
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Libby Davies
Anne-Marie Day
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Myléne Freeman
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Sadia Groguhé
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian

STATUS OF WOMEN

Vice-Chairs:

Susan Truppe
Terence Young

Associate Members

Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef
Pierre Lemieux
Megan Leslie
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Irene Mathyssen
Colin Mayes
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
Annick Papillon
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Kirsty Duncan
Tilly O'Neill Gordon

Wai Young (10)

LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback
Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith
Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl
David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks
John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Bob Zimmer
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Chair:

Marjolaine Boutin-Sweet
Peter Braid

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin
Robert Aubin
Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Alexandre Boulerice
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael

TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITIES

Larry Miller

Ed Komarnicki
Mike Sullivan

Guy Caron
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy

Vice-Chairs:

Lawrence Toet
Jeff Watson

Associate Members

Peter Kent

Greg Kerr

Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Isabelle Morin
Pierre Nantel
Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston

Hoang Mai
David McGuinty

Wai Young (10)

James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards
Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson

Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Bob Zimmer




VETERANS AFFAIRS
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Chair: Greg Kerr Vice-Chairs: Peter Stoffer
Frank Valeriote
Sylvain Chicoine Parm Gill Bryan Hayes John Rafferty (10)
Royal Galipeau Laurie Hawn Wiladyslaw Lizon
Associate Members
Diane Ablonczy Corneliu Chisu Mike Lake Andrew Saxton
Eve Adams Michael Chong Guy Lauzon Gary Schellenberger
Mark Adler Rob Clarke Ryan Leef Kyle Seeback
Dan Albas Joan Crockatt Pierre Lemieux Bev Shipley
Harold Albrecht Joe Daniel Chungsen Leung Devinder Shory
Mike Allen Patricia Davidson Ben Lobb Joy Smith
Dean Allison Bob Dechert Tom Lukiwski Robert Sopuck
Stella Ambler Earl Dreeshen James Lunney Brian Storseth
Rob Anders Rick Dykstra Dave MacKenzie Mark Strahl
David Anderson Ted Falk Larry Maguire David Sweet
Scott Armstrong Steven Fletcher Pat Martin David Tilson
Keith Ashfield Myléne Freeman Irene Mathyssen Lawrence Toet
Jay Aspin Cheryl Gallant Colin Mayes Brad Trost
Joyce Bateman Robert Goguen Phil McColeman Bernard Trottier
Leon Benoit Peter Goldring Cathy McLeod Susan Truppe
James Bezan Jacques Gourde Costas Menegakis Dave Van Kesteren
Kelly Block Nina Grewal Rob Merrifield Maurice Vellacott
Ray Boughen Jack Harris Larry Miller Mike Wallace
Peter Braid Richard Harris Rick Norlock Mark Warawa
Garry Breitkreuz Russ Hiebert Deepak Obhrai Chris Warkentin
Gordon Brown Jim Hillyer Gordon O'Connor Jeff Watson
Lois Brown Randy Hoback Tilly O'Neill Gordon John Weston
Patrick Brown Ed Holder Ted Opitz Rodney Weston
Rod Bruinooge Roxanne James Erin O'Toole David Wilks
Brad Butt Peter Julian LaVar Payne John Williamson
Paul Calandra Randy Kamp Manon Perreault Stephen Woodworth
Blaine Calkins Gerald Keddy Joe Preston Terence Young
Ron Cannan Peter Kent James Rajotte Wai Young
John Carmichael Ed Komarnicki Scott Reid Bob Zimmer
Colin Carrie Daryl Kramp Blake Richards
SPECIAL COMMITTEES
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON VIOLENCE AGAINST INDIGENOUS WOMEN
Chair: Stella Ambler Vice-Chairs: Carolyn Bennett
Jean Crowder
Niki Ashton Bob Dechert Cathy McLeod Mark Strahl (12)

Kelly Block
Lois Brown

Irene Mathyssen

Romeo Saganash

Susan Truppe
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STANDING JOINT COMMITTEES

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT

Joint Chair: Joint Vice-Chairs: Carol Hughes
Scott Simms

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Marie-P. Charette-Poulin Dave MacKenzie

Anne C. Cools
Nicole Eaton

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Dan Albas
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Garry Breitkreuz
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Patrick Brown
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu

Terry M. Mercer
Michel Rivard

Michael Chong
David Christopherson
Rob Clarke
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel
Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent

Rod Bruinooge
Blaine Calkins
Réjean Genest
Richard Harris
Guy Lauzon

Associate Members

Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Larry Maguire
Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Colin Mayes
José Nunez-Melo
Manon Perreault
Brian Storseth

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Maurice Vellacott
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer

amn
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SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Chris Charlton
Bob Runciman

Joint Chairs: Joint Vice-Chairs: Mauril Bélanger

Garry Breitkreuz

Representing the Senate:
The Honourable Senators

Representing the House of Commons:

Denise Batters

Céline Hervieux-Payette
Wilfred P. Moore
Nancy Ruth

Diane Ablonczy
Eve Adams
Mark Adler
Harold Albrecht
Mike Allen
Dean Allison
David Anderson
Scott Armstrong
Keith Ashfield
Jay Aspin

Joyce Bateman
Leon Benoit
James Bezan
Kelly Block
Ray Boughen
Peter Braid
Gordon Brown
Lois Brown
Rod Bruinooge
Brad Butt

Paul Calandra
Blaine Calkins
Ron Cannan
John Carmichael
Colin Carrie
Corneliu Chisu
Michael Chong
Joan Crockatt
Joe Daniel

David P. Smith
Scott Tannas
Betty E. Unger

Patricia Davidson
Bob Dechert
Earl Dreeshen
Rick Dykstra
Ted Falk
Steven Fletcher
Royal Galipeau
Cheryl Gallant
Parm Gill
Robert Goguen
Peter Goldring
Jacques Gourde
Nina Grewal
Richard Harris
Laurie Hawn
Bryan Hayes
Russ Hiebert
Jim Hillyer
Randy Hoback
Ed Holder
Roxanne James
Peter Julian
Randy Kamp
Gerald Keddy
Peter Kent
Greg Kerr

Ed Komarnicki
Daryl Kramp
Mike Lake

Dan Albas
Stella Ambler
Rob Anders
Paulina Ayala
Patrick Brown

Associate Members

Guy Lauzon
Ryan Leef

Pierre Lemieux
Chungsen Leung
Wiladyslaw Lizon
Ben Lobb

Tom Lukiwski
James Lunney
Dave MacKenzie
Larry Maguire
Brian Masse
Colin Mayes

Phil McColeman
Cathy McLeod
Costas Menegakis
Rob Merrifield
Larry Miller

Rick Norlock
Deepak Obhrai
Gordon O'Connor
Tilly O'Neill Gordon
Ted Opitz

Erin O'Toole
LaVar Payne

Joe Preston
James Rajotte
Scott Reid

Blake Richards

Rob Clarke (20)
Frangois Pilon

Anne Minh-Thu Quach

Maurice Vellacott

Andrew Saxton
Gary Schellenberger
Kyle Seeback

Bev Shipley
Devinder Shory
Joy Smith

Robert Sopuck
Brian Storseth
Mark Strahl

David Sweet
David Tilson
Lawrence Toet
Brad Trost
Bernard Trottier
Susan Truppe
Dave Van Kesteren
Mike Wallace
Mark Warawa
Chris Warkentin
Jeff Watson

John Weston
Rodney Weston
David Wilks

John Williamson
Stephen Woodworth
Terence Young
Wai Young

Bob Zimmer
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Panel of Chairs of Legislative Committees

The Deputy Speaker and Chair of Committees of the Whole

MR. JOE COMARTIN

The Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole

MR. BARRY DEVOLIN

The Assistant Deputy Chair of Committees of the Whole

MR. BRUCE STANTON

MR. MIKE ALLEN
MR. BLAINE CALKINS
MsS. JEAN CROWDER
MR. DON DAVIES
MR. BRYAN HAYES
MS. HELENE LAVERDIERE
MS. IRENE MATHYSSEN
Ms. JOYCE MURRAY
MR. BLAKE RICHARDS
MR. BRIAN STORSETH
MR. DAVE VAN KESTEREN

MR. BOB ZIMMER



Right Hon. Stephen Harper
Hon. Bernard Valcourt
Hon. Rob Nicholson

Hon. Peter MacKay

Hon. Rona Ambrose

Hon. Diane Finley

Hon. John Baird

Hon. Tony Clement

Hon. Peter Van Loan

Hon. Jason Kenney

Hon. Gerry Ritz

Hon. Christian Paradis
Hon. James Moore
Hon. Denis Lebel

Hon. Leona Aglukkaq

Hon. Lisa Raitt

Hon. Gail Shea

Hon. Julian Fantino

Hon. Steven Blaney

Hon. Ed Fast

Hon. Joe Oliver

Hon. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay
Hon. Shelly Glover

Hon. Chris Alexander

Hon. Khristinn Kellie Leitch
Hon. Greg Rickford

Hon. Maxime Bernier
Hon. Lynne Yelich
Hon. Gary Goodyear

Hon. Rob Moore

Hon. John Duncan
Hon. Tim Uppal

Hon. Alice Wong
Hon. Bal Gosal

Hon. Kevin Sorenson
Hon. Pierre Poilievre
Hon. Candice Bergen
Hon. Michelle Rempel
Hon. Ed Holder

THE MINISTRY

According to precedence

Prime Minister

Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development

Minister of National Defence

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada

Minister of Health

Minister of Public Works and Government Services

Minister of Foreign Affairs

President of the Treasury Board

Leader of the Government in the House of Commons

Minister of Employment and Social Development and Minister for
Multiculturalism

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food

Minister of International Development and Minister for La Francophonie
Minister of Industry

Minister of Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental Affairs and
Minister of the Economic Development Agency of Canada for the Regions of
Quebec

Minister of the Environment, Minister of the Canadian Northern Economic
Development Agency and Minister for the Arctic Council

Minister of Transport

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans

Minister of Veterans Affairs

Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness

Minister of International Trade

Minister of Finance

Minister of National Revenue

Minister of Canadian Heritage and Official Languages

Minister of Citizenship and Immigration

Minister of Labour and Minister of Status of Women

Minister of Natural Resources and Minister for the Federal Economic
Development Initiative for Northern Ontario

Minister of State (Small Business and Tourism, and Agriculture)
Minister of State (Foreign Affairs and Consular)
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