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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, April 6, 2022

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayer

® (1400)
[English]

The Deputy Speaker: It being Wednesday, I will call on the
hon. member for Sarnia—Lambton to lead us in the singing of the
national anthem.

[Members sang the national anthem]

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
[English]

CHABAD

Mr. Anthony Housefather (Mount Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
wherever we travel in the world today, we are likely to see a
Chabad house. Chabad is one of the largest Jewish Hasidic move-
ments. Chabad institutions seek to satisfy religious, social, cultural,
educational and humanitarian needs throughout the world. Right
now, Chabad is playing a leading role in Ukraine, providing hu-
manitarian support and assistance.

The good works and outreach of Chabad was a vision of Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, known as the Rebbe. People would
travel across the world to his home in Crown Heights to seek his
wisdom and advice. The Rebbe was born in April 1902, and this
week would have been his 120th birthday.

In Judaism, 120 is a very special age, and I want to use this spe-
cial occasion to congratulate the Rebbe for all his good works and
to congratulate all of the Chabad envoys in Canada, including but
not limited to, Rabbi Mendel and Sarah Raskin in Cote Saint-Luc,
Rabbi Moishe and Nechama New in Hampstead, and Rabbi Moshe
and Dina Krasnanski in TMR, who do such incredible work in my
riding.

* % %

BANKING IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
Mr. John Williamson (New Brunswick Southwest, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, not too long ago, the federal government considered al-
lowing new financial providers to enter Canada's protected banking
sector. Canada's big banks argued that additional competition

would limit their ability to deliver in-person services and that they
would act in the interest of our communities. However, these
promises have been forgotten by at least one Toronto head office.

Over 2,000 of my constituents on Grand Manan were recently
notified that the island's only bank would be shutting down. The
bank says it is a business decision, even though Grand Manan is a
very prosperous fishing community. Scotiabank wants islanders to
take a 90-minute ferry trip to the mainland, which costs $40, plus
drive another 30 minutes for in-person banking services.

If this closure happens, it would signal to the entire industry that
charging for in-person services is acceptable. Other G7 nations
have taken steps to ensure rural communities are not being gouged
by an uncaring banking sector. The Liberal government must do
something to stand up for communities like Grand Manan.

* % %

® (1405)

TARTAN DAY

Hon. Kirsty Duncan (Etobicoke North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, to-
day is Tartan Day in Canada and the anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Arbroath in 1320. We celebrate the contributions
of Scots and their descendants to the fabric of Canadian society.
Among early settler communities, Scots helped map Canada, build
railways, create national parks and found universities.

While we know the stories of Scottish Canadians such as
Alexander Graham Bell, Agnes Macphail, Nellie McClung and
many prime ministers, almost five million of us claim Scottish de-
scent and have our own stories. We proudly share our Scottish cul-
ture, from Gaelic singing to Highland dancing to piping and Scot-
tish country dancing, which has been carefully passed on through
generations.

Today, and always, we celebrate the friendship between Canada
and Scotland and the modern-day opportunities, including Gaelic
Nova Scotia Month in May.

Canada is Alba ri guaillibh a chéile.
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Statements by Members
[Translation]

DOMINIC JEAN

Mr. Alexis Brunelle-Duceppe (Lac-Saint-Jean, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on March 24, what started out as a terrible fire turned into
something truly tragic for all of Lac-Saint-Jean.

I wish to commend the exemplary bravery of Dominic Jean, a fa-
ther from Normandin who tragically died in the line of duty.

Mr. Jean was a courageous and passionate man who did not hesi-
tate to fill in for a sick colleague that night. While fighting a blaze
at a dairy farm in Saint-Edmond-les-Plaines, Mr. Jean found him-
self stuck when the roof caved in. He was pulled from the rubble by
his equally brave colleagues, but sadly, he succumbed to his in-
juries.

Mr. Jean had worked as a firefighter with the Régie intermunici-
pale de sécurité incendie GEANT for the past 18 years. This man,
who was known to have a heart of gold, gave his life to protect our
community.

On behalf of everyone from Lac-Saint-Jean, I want to extend my
sincere condolences to his family, Marie-Pier, Marc-Antoine and Is-
abelle, as well as firefighters from the Régie intermunicipale, who
lost a brother and a friend.

* % X%
[English]

TORONTO RAPTORS SUPERFAN

Ms. Pam Damoff (Oakville North—Burlington, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Nav Bhatia arrived humbly in Canada in 1984 coming
from anti-Sikh riots in India. He struggled to find work as a me-
chanical engineer and decided to work as a car salesman. With ded-
ication and hard work, Nav became a success in the automotive in-
dustry. He also eventually became a Canadian icon and the Toronto
Raptors superfan.

During Sikh Heritage Month we celebrate the many contribu-
tions Canadians of Sikh heritage have made to our country and
communities. We also must recognize the systemic racism many
Sikhs have faced in Canada. In honour of Sikh Heritage Month, I
will be hosting a free screening of CBC's Superfan: The Nav Bhatia
Story on Monday, April 11 at 7 p.m. at Film.ca Cinemas in
Oakville. Nav Bhatia will be in attendance to join me for a Q and A
session following the screening. Though tickets are limited, I invite
everyone in my riding of Oakville North—Burlington to register
for this free event through my social media and attend.

* % %

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, last week, Pope Francis met an indigenous del-
egation and offered a clear, public apology for the role played by
certain Catholic entities in the implementation of the federal gov-
ernment's residential school policy. The Pope also expressed his de-
sire to come to Canada soon.

This critical step happened because of sincere engagement be-
tween indigenous peoples and the church. Many indigenous peo-

ples are active members of the Catholic church. Indigenous
Catholics, such as Saint Kateri, lived out church teachings on love,
forgiveness, universal human dignity and subsidiarity. These ideas
provide the clear basis for rejecting any project of cultural assimila-
tion or state domination of the family.

Christianity is about following the teachings of Jesus regardless
of the spirit of the age or the consequences. History is full of exam-
ples of Christians who failed to fully live out these teachings, and I
am one of them.

The call of Jesus to sacrificial love and to the affirmation of hu-
man dignity is always radical, and in an age when colonialism was
widely accepted, many church organizations were simply not radi-
cal enough. Some here wish to use these failures to attack the
church and further subvert it to state power, but that is the wrong
direction and would enable other abuses. The failures of the resi-
dential school era should point to the need for the church to be an
authentic moral witness for Christian teachings on truth and justice,
regardless of government policy or the spirit of the age.

w* %k

LOCAL JOURNALISM

Mr. Nathaniel Erskine-Smith (Beaches—East York, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, local journalism is a public good that we need to de-
fend, and on behalf of my community, I want to recognize the 50th
anniversary of our local Beach Metro Community News. Its first
edition was four pages with an editorial that said, “[Our] success as
a newspaper will depend on the quality of the news we write and
the community’s response to the idea of a paper that will reflect and
comment on their interests and concerns.”

Both the quality of its work and our community's response and
support has kept the paper going these 50 years. As a non-profit
committed to free distribution, the Beach Metro relies on a small
but mighty staff. It would not exist without its huge network of vol-
unteers. I thank everyone who has helped make the paper what it is.

Fifty years is worth celebrating, but we also need to recognize
the reality that relying solely on declining advertising revenue puts
local journalism in jeopardy. I therefore send my congratulations to
Beach Metro for reaching such an important milestone.

To its readers, let us directly support our community paper in its
new fundraising drive and see it through another 50 years. It is a
local public good that we need to defend.
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® (1410)

RECOGNITION OF DAVENPORT RESIDENTS

Ms. Julie Dzerowicz (Davenport, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it is my
absolute pleasure to rise in the House today to recognize two resi-
dents in my downtown Toronto riding of Davenport who were list-
ed in MacLean's power list of 50 Canadians.

The first is Cameron Bailey, who served as the CEO of the
Toronto International Film Festival where he leads a team that an-
nually delivers an exceptional program of international and Canadi-
an cinema. He is a champion for the arts, a champion for Canadian
and international talent, and his work has attracted worldwide
recognition of TIFF.

Our second resident is Nick Saul who is the co-founder and CEO
of Community Food Centres Canada, an organization that tackles
food insecurity by building health, belonging and social justice
through the power of good food. With 14 centres across the country
serving almost 180 communities, Nick has successfully started a
good food movement that is improving the lives of millions of
Canadians.

Both Cameron and Nick are doing incredible work that is chang-
ing how we think and live. I have always said that Davenport is
filled with amazing leaders, and I am proud to have MacLean's rec-
ognize two of them on The Power List.

* % %

OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY

Mr. Ron Liepert (Calgary Signal Hill, CPC): Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow is budget day, and this Liberal government will be reaping
significant additional revenues paid for by hard-working oil and gas
workers in Alberta and corporate taxes from oil and gas companies.

Despite what the lefties will tell us, there are no subsidies for oil
and gas companies. This government should be saying “thank you”.
However, it is the Liberals and the other fringe parties that want to
phase out oil and gas.

Backed by the NDP, the Bloc and the Greens, the Prime Minister
is determined to kill the goose that is laying the golden egg. Any-
where else in the world on budget day, governments would be say-
ing “thank you” to the thousands of workers in the energy industry
for driving this economic recovery, but not in Ottawa. All Albertans
can expect here from the speNDP-Liberal government is the middle
finger made so famous by the Prime Minister's father.

L

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET

Ms. Yvonne Jones (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Natural Resources and to the Minister of Northern Affairs,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, for rural communities, including many in
Labrador, the pandemic has magnified how essential access to reli-
able Internet really is. Our government understands that, which is
why, in 2020, we launched the universal broadband fund, a $2.75-
billion investment that will help connect every Canadian to high-
speed Internet by 2030.

Statements by Members

Today, I want to share the great news that the Government of
Canada will invest over $23 million to connect more than 1,500
households in rural areas across Labrador to high-speed Internet.
Funding will be allocated to the Nunatsiavut Government for a
project benefiting the Inuit communities of Rigolet, Postville,
Makkovik, Nain, Hopedale and the first nation community of Natu-
ashish. There is also a separate contract of big-land networks to
connect the residents of North West River and the Sheshatshiu Innu
First Nation.

These investments ensure that rural communities here are no
longer limited in opportunity or service because of a lack of broad-
band connectivity. We are listening and we are responding to the
needs of Canadians.

* % %

NUCLEAR ENERGY

Mr. Corey Tochor (Saskatoon—University, CPC): Mr. Speak-
er, the government likes to talk a big game when it comes to green
energy and following science, yet when the opportunity to follow
through presents itself, the Liberals let themselves be blinded by
ideology, ignoring the science of the consensus by excluding nucle-
ar energy from Canadian green bonds, and lumping nuclear energy
in with alcohol, tobacco and gambling. Others, such as the EU and
the IPCC, recognize that nuclear energy is key to a sustainable fu-
ture.

I join over 10,000 people who have already signed my petition
asking for the government to accept the science, end partisan oppo-
sition to nuclear and support clean energy in Canada for the next
century.

* % %

® (1415)

HUMBOLDT BRONCOS

Mr. Fraser Tolmie (Moose Jaw—Lake Centre—Lanigan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, everyone in the House and in this country re-
members where they were four years ago today when the Humboldt
Broncos hockey team was involved in a horrific crash. It became a
sad day in Saskatchewan, across our nation and around the world.
Fifteen young lives were tragically taken away from us far too
soon. The outpouring of support was immediate. Who can forget
the images from across our great country of people leaving hockey
sticks outside their doors? During times like this, it is hard to find
the silver lining and to answer the question of why something so
tragic would happen, but the crash brought out the best of our coun-
try and inspired people to register as organ donors.

This tragedy showed us the true spirit of Saskatchewan and all
Canadians. Through horrific circumstances, the best of what we are
comes through. May God bless those who experienced loss.
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[Translation]

JIMMY BEAURIVAGE VIGNEUX

Ms. Soraya Martinez Ferrada (Hochelaga, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I would like to say a few words about Jimmy Beaurivage Vigneux's
extraordinary work.

Jimmy spent over 10 years promoting the economic development
and vitality of Hochelaga-Maisonneuve. Thanks to his leadership,
the Société de développement commercial, our business develop-
ment corporation, made a truly remarkable contribution during the
pandemic, modelling resilience, being present in our neighbour-
hoods and organizing creative events ranging from epic scooter
races to the Grande Fabrique, the largest outdoor gathering of Que-
bec artisans.

Jimmy is a father of three and a committed environmentalist. He
pushed for businesses to engage in a green transition and founded
Mission 1000 tonnes. Mr. Vigneux will keep working with the or-
ganization to mobilize people who want to build a more sustainable
and environmentally responsible society. As a volunteer, he rallied
over 20,000 people to help clean up 240 tonnes of trash from our
rivers over the past four years.

Imagine what he can accomplish when he is doing it full time.

E
[English]

WOMEN AND GENDER EQUALITY

Ms. Bonita Zarrillo (Port Moody—Coquitlam, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday was invisible work day. Invisible work is mostly
done by women. Family care, elder care, family business supports
and volunteering are integral parts of the economy, yet this unpaid
work is not respected. This lack of recognition is not by accident: It
is rooted in gender discrimination. Invisible work is gendered. It is
women and girls who carry the load.

[Translation]

Worldwide, people put in 12 billion hours of unpaid caregiving
and domestic work every day.

[English]

It is time to acknowledge the size of this invisible workforce and
its value. In Canada, invisible work equates to $350 billion per
year. That is 16% of the country's GDP. The women and girls that
take on invisible work are valuable. As a government, we must rec-
ognize it in our words, measure it in our economy and adopt poli-
cies to finally achieve gender equality.

E
[Translation]

DISTRICT 31

Mr. Yves-Frangois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, on April 21, I will be one of the nearly two million Que-
beckers who will be left feeling empty. There is a whole slew of us
who will be facing a huge void every Monday through Thursday at
7 p.m., because District 31 is going off the air.

We have lost Nadine and Poupou, but losing Chiasson, Gagné,
Bissonnette and the rest of the team is a major blow. It is unimagin-
able to think that we are going to lose the thrill of playing stage
manager, dictating what Luc Dionne should have written before
Annie tore it apart, and having the entire production team deliver a
gem that unfolds at a breakneck pace and keeps us on the edge of
our seats.

I thank Luc, not only for his monumental television series, but
also for having given Quebeckers a nightly ritual, a chance for fam-
ilies to be together, a topic to discuss around the water cooler. We
will chat about it again soon, in front of the fire.

I would also like to thank Fabienne Larouche and Michel
Trudeau, from AETIOS Productions, and Radio-Canada.

* %%

® (1420)

[English]

HUMBOLDT BRONCOS

Mr. Warren Steinley (Regina—Lewvan, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
God looked down on his frozen tundra and said, “I need a skater,”
so God made a hockey player.

God said, “I need somebody strong enough to tussle with the en-
emy, yet sportsman enough to shake his hand when it is over, some-
body not afraid to lose, but with enough heart to despise not win-
ning,” so God made a hockey player.

God said, “I need somebody to stand in front of a rush of sticks
and skates, ice the bruises that show, rub the ones that do not, suit
back up and do it all over again because their teammates are count-
ing on them,” so God made a hockey player.

God said, “I need somebody with enough desire to never quit,
enough passion to never be good enough and enough grit to take a
piece of frozen rubber to the cheek occasionally,” so God made a
hockey player.

God said, “I need someone who is an athlete, a warrior, un-
selfish, hard-working, strong-willed, sharp-eyed and quick-witted,
yet human enough to look around, pause and proudly call his team-
mates his family,” so God made a hockey player.

On the fourth anniversary, we remember our Humboldt Broncos,
and I ask everyone to leave some sticks on the porch tonight just in
case they need a spare one upstairs.
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TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION COMMISSION REPORT

Mr. Michael McLeod (Northwest Territories, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, 600 years ago, when the Europeans claimed the Americas
as their land, part of the justification they used came from the doc-
trine of discovery, which was a statement from the Pope at the time.
It advocated for the superiority of people on the basis of national
origin or racial, religious, ethnic or cultural difference. Why should
that matter now? This seems like ancient history, yet it was ad-
dressed in both the UNDRIP and in the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission's report. Surely, we are well past the time to throw
these types of racist, illegal, immoral and false ideologies where
they belong.

We need to continue to advance the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission's report recommendations 45 to 47, to develop the
royal proclamation of reconciliation, and to ensure that these con-
cepts are not reflected in any Canadian law or policy. Hopefully, in
addition to the apology from the Pope, there will be movement on
eradicating this doctrine from the church as well.

Mabhsi.

The Deputy Speaker: I believe there has been agreement among
the parties for a moment of silence on the loss of the players in the
Humboldt crash.

[4 moment of silence observed)

ORAL QUESTIONS
[English]

HOUSING

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, David is a 28-year-old husband and father, and is the own-
er of a small business that employs three people. He and his wife
both work more than full-time, but he has told me that they can
never afford a home. David says he feels like a failure and like he is
letting his family down. Like most Canadians, David does not come
from money or a rich family. Apart from winning the lottery, there
is literally no chance that he will ever be able to afford a home.

My question for the Prime Minister is this. What would he like to
say to David?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, we have heard from Canadians across the country, like David
and others, who are facing challenges with the rising cost of living
and with the crushing pressures of the housing market. That is why
we are focused on supporting them.

We made a promise to David, and to Canadians like him across
the country, that we would have their backs through the difficult
two years of the pandemic and beyond, and that is exactly what we
continue to do.

In tomorrow's budget, we will see significant investments in
housing and in supports for families, in a way that continues to
grow our economy for families from coast to coast to coast for
years to come.

Oral Questions
® (1425)

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the problem is that the Liberals' housing programs are
helping no one. Young people like David are not interested in pro-
grams such as sharing the equity of their home with the govern-
ment. In fact, it would appear that not many people across the coun-
try are interested. There have only been nine applications to the
shared equity housing program. It is a bit of an embarrassment. In
fact, the Liberals do not seem to have a solution to the housing cri-
sis.

Can the Prime Minister admit that, actually, he does not have a
clue as to what to do with the housing crisis, and as long as he is
Prime Minister, young people in Canada are just out of luck?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, in 2017, we moved forward with the first national housing strat-
egy that brought forward significant investments in programs to
support families. At the same time, we recognize that there is no
one solution to the housing challenge.

We need to keep moving forward with a broader array of sup-
ports that will help different families who are facing different chal-
lenges across the country. That is exactly what we have continually
done. We have innovated, put forward supports and made sure that
with investments that support families and ease their way into the
housing market, we are going to be able to respond to this chal-
lenge.

* %%

THE ECONOMY

Hon. Candice Bergen (Leader of the Opposition, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the more money the government spends, the more the cost
of everything goes up. There is no doubt that tomorrow we will see
an irresponsible, high-tax, high-spend budget from the NDP-Liber-
al coalition: one that promises to drive up inflation.

The more money these guys spend, the more everything becomes
more expensive. Canadians are worse off today than they were six
years ago.

The Prime Minister is ignoring calls for a responsible budget. He
is ignoring calls for tax relief for Canadians. The only people he
seems to be listening to are the NDP, and the only reason he is do-
ing that is so he can hold power. Is that not the truth?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the leader of the Conservative opposition spent the first two
questions telling us we needed to do more to support Canadians and
then spent this question saying we are doing far too much for Cana-
dians.

We have made a commitment to have Canadians' backs while re-
maining fiscally responsible. That is exactly what we have done
over these past six years. That is what we are going to continue to
do with tomorrow's budget and with our investments in Canadians
over the coming years.
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[Translation]

Mr. Luc Berthold (Mégantic—L'Erable, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
when it comes to public finances, the Prime Minister has even less
credibility than Pinocchio.

Just talk to young Canadian families who, since 2015, have liter-
ally seen their dreams of home ownership evaporate. The inflation
created by this Prime Minister has made it impossible to buy a
home. Houses cost twice as much and interest rates are only going
to go up.

Will the Prime Minister admit that his promises are empty and
will he do something to give Canadians of all ages a break?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, for years we have been making investments to support Canadian
families, to support young people who want to buy their first home,
and to help families who are less fortunate pay their rent.

We will continue to be there to support Canadians while remain-
ing fiscally responsible. That is the choice we have made as a gov-
ernment. The Conservatives may say that we are doing too much
for Canadians, but we know that we must continue to be there to
support them. That is exactly what we will do for them, but also for
the sake of economic growth.

Mr. Luc Berthold (Mégantic—L'Erable, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
what approach will the Prime Minister take tomorrow? The Liberal
member for Pontiac, who calls herself fiscally responsible, let slip
what is really being said on the Liberal backbenches. She said,
“what I am sensing from my colleagues...is that we must spend
money more wisely. We have to make a dollar stretch further.”

That is a harsh criticism of NDP-Liberal management. Tomor-
row, will the Prime Minister be wise and responsible, or will he
turn his back on his own caucus and carry on with the NDP election
platform?

® (1430)

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, two years ago, we heard the same thing from the Conservatives,
who criticized us for spending too much to support families, small
businesses and workers during this pandemic. That is what we did,
and it helped our economy come back stronger than before and re-
gain all the jobs that were quickly shed. We will continue to be
there to support families. The Conservatives want us to do less for
families, but we will continue to support Canadians and be fiscally
responsible.

* % %

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. Yves-Francois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the Minister of Environment and Climate
Change served up a contradiction, first saying that he is waiting for
environmental assessments on Bay du Nord and then talking about
provincial jurisdiction. A Liberal talking about provincial jurisdic-
tion is interesting, to say the least.

For the sake of consistency and clarity, and to give a smidgen of
credibility to the plan for reducing greenhouse gases, should the
Prime Minister not immediately announce that he will not be ap-
proving the Bay du Nord project?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, nearly seven years ago, we were elected to show that economic
growth and environmental protection, the fight against climate
change, go hand in hand. That is exactly what we have done for
several years now. This is the most ambitious and concrete plan that
Canada has ever seen to reduce greenhouse gases, and it is coupled
with meaningful investments to help families, help workers, make
it through this period of energy transformation.

We will continue to be there, proving that we understand that the
economy and the environment always go together.

Mr. Yves-Francois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, we are finding out that the Bay du Nord project is going to
be or is in the process of being approved. This comes as no surprise
to anyone. We are talking about one billion barrels.

The IPCC harshly criticized those countries that are shirking
their responsibilities. It did not name names, but we understood that
it was talking about Canada. There is a major inconsistency be-
tween the government's proposed reduction plan and the increase in
emissions that will result from this project.

Does the Prime Minister think that the IPCC is wrong and that it
made a mistake?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, for several years now, we have been following the science and
the best recommendations of experts here in Canada and around the
world to implement the most ambitious and concrete plans we have
ever had as a country, in order to protect the environment, fight cli-
mate change, create economic growth and prepare for the economy
of the future.

We are completely transforming our economy to reduce green-
house gas emissions. It will take time to get there, but we will be
there with as much determination as Canadians expect of us all.

[English]

Mr. Jagmeet Singh (Burnaby South, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
IPCC report makes it absolutely clear that we are failing in doing
enough to stop the climate crisis. Instead of presenting a real plan
to fight the climate crisis, the government is doubling down on
more fossil fuel subsidies with a carbon capture tax credit.

Why does the government continue to insist on subsidizing
wealthy oil and gas companies, instead of investing in clean energy
and workers?
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, Canadians know what is at stake in the fight against climate
change. It is why we are stepping up our climate mission by com-
mitting more than $100 billion to climate action. We are ensuring
that we reduce methane emissions by 75% by 2030 and transition
to a net-zero electricity grid by 2035. We are also doubling our
commitment, to $5.3 billion, to help developing countries fight cli-
mate change and protect biodiversity. We will continue delivering
ambitious and achievable climate action that protects our communi-
ties and builds a healthy future for everyone.

[Translation]

Mr. Jagmeet Singh (Burnaby South, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the
IPCC report was clear. We have not taken sufficient action to com-
bat the climate crisis. The government continues to increase oil
subsidies with a carbon capture tax credit instead of presenting a re-
al plan.

Why does the government keep increasing wage subsidies in-
stead of investing in workers and clean energy?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, we have one of the most comprehensive emissions reduction
plans in the world. It will deliver clean air and a strong economy
for all Canadians.

We have credibly outlined the contributions that each sector must
make to achieve our climate targets, and I am not the only one to
say so. The Canadian Climate Institute, Equiterre, Clean Prosperity
and other leading scientists have all approved our plan.

We promised an ambitious and achievable plan that will help re-
duce pollution and create opportunities for Canadians, and that is
exactly what our emissions reduction plan will do.

* % %

® (1435)
[English]
THE ECONOMY

Hon. Ed Fast (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, tomorrow we
will witness the Liberal government's very first NDP budget. The
picture will not be pretty. Canadians should expect a tax-and-spend
budget that will make inflation even worse than it is today, with
gobs and gobs of unfocused spending, deficits as far as the eye can
see and of course higher taxes.

Can the Prime Minister tell us whether his budget will deliver a
plan to fight the skyrocketing cost of living in Canada?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as with every Liberal budget, our focus is on supporting Canadi-
ans and growing the economy for years to come. That is exactly
what we are doing by making responsible investments in a fiscally
responsible framework. That is what Canadians expect and that is
what we will be delivering through investments in housing, invest-
ments to fight climate change and prepare for the clean economy,
investments in indigenous communities and making sure we are
growing the economy in ways that help the middle class and every-
one working hard to join it. That is our focus.

Hon. Ed Fast (Abbotsford, CPC): Mr. Speaker, every Liberal
budget is a tax-and-spend budget. More Liberal tax-and-spend poli-

Oral Questions

cies mean even worse inflation. Wages have not kept up with the
cost of living, while the cost of groceries, gas, housing and pretty
well everything else has become unaffordable. Millions of middle-
class families have fallen behind.

Remember when the Prime Minister promised to stand up for the
middle class and those wanting to join it? What happened to that
promise?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, global inflation caused first by this pandemic and now by
Vladimir Putin's illegal war on Ukraine is putting pressure on fami-
lies, from food prices to gas. Just as we did through the pandemic,
we will continue to have Canadians' backs and make life more af-
fordable for families, seniors, the middle class and those working
hard to join it.

We increased the Canada child benefit to match the cost of liv-
ing. The Conservatives voted against that. We moved forward
with $10-a-day child care for families within the next five years.
The Conservatives voted against it.

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau: On GIS for vulnerable seniors,
more support for students and more affordable housing, the Conser-
vatives continue to oppose.

The Deputy Speaker: Just because we made it through 11 ques-
tions without a whole lot of heckling does not mean we have to
start.

The hon. member for Bellechasse—Les Etchemins—Lévis.

[Translation]

Mrs. Dominique Vien (Bellechasse—Les Etchemins—Lévis,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, Canadians have had enough. The cost of living
and inflation are at a 30-year high, and Canadians overburdened.
Everything is more expensive and wages are not going up.

The government does not realize how stressful this is for thou-
sands of Canadians. The media and our constituents are telling us
about untenable situations and about the difficult choices that have
to be made, such as deciding between buying food or paying rent.

Will the Prime Minister commit to presenting a budget that tack-
les inflation or will he let Canadians continue to suffer as a result of
his policies?
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, for years now, one of our top priorities has been making life
more affordable for Canadians.

Extreme weather events, supply chain issues, war in Ukraine and
the end of the pandemic have all driven food prices up worldwide.
We are taking important steps, such as launching the local food in-
frastructure fund, which will support community-based, not-for-
profit organizations with a mission to reduce food insecurity.

We will continue to be there to make responsible investments in
families and growth, to be there for Canadians, in contrast to the
Conservatives' proposed austerity.

E
[English]

HOUSING

Mr. Dan Albas (Central Okanagan—Similkameen—Nicola,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, in the last election, the Prime Minister cut and
pasted from the Conservative housing plan and promised Canadi-
ans, “Houses shouldn't sit empty when so many Canadians are try-
ing to buy a home. So, we are going to ban foreign ownership in
Canada for the next two years.” However, he has done nothing of
the sort.

Why does the Prime Minister habitually promise things he has no
intention of delivering on?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I will point out that the Conservative Party's marquee promise
around housing was to give tax breaks to wealthy landlords to help
them sell their buildings, things that would not have helped any-
thing or any ordinary Canadians working hard to afford their
homes.

That is why we moved forward with the 2017 national housing
strategy, and that is why in tomorrow's budget we will be making
significant investments in housing and in supporting Canadians
with the range of solutions that are necessary. There is no one solu-
tion. There are only meaningful efforts across the board by the gov-
ernment to make sure that things get better for Canadians.

® (1440)
[Translation]

Mrs. Dominique Vien (Bellechasse—Les Etchemins—Lévis,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, real estate costs have risen sharply.

Under the Liberals, the average cost of a house doubled
from $434,000 to $868,000. That is just insane. Young people can-
not even dream of buying their first home. In the rental market,
even shacks are out of reach.

The government created this real estate chaos, so will it now give
a little hope to our young people, who are once again victims of its
mismanagement?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, housing costs are a real concern for middle-class Canadians, es-
pecially young people.

That is why we helped over two million families get the housing
they need. We invested $72 million in the national housing strategy.

We supported the construction and renovation of over 440,000
housing units. We invested to create over 71,000 additional rental
units.

There is still a lot of work to do, and we will keep doing it by
making the necessary investments in families, communities and the
economy.

[English]

Mr. Dan Albas (Central Okanagan—Similkameen—Nicola,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Prime Minister promises, he spends, he
fails, he spins and then he repeats. The Prime Minister cannot help
himself, let alone help millennials who are stuck in their parents'
basements. Even last week, he was in my home province of British
Columbia promising more action on housing affordability. When
millennials see that housing prices have doubled since 2015, when
he was elected Prime Minister, they see through his empty words.
Millennials are jaded. They are cynical about him, about his
promises.

When is the Prime Minister going to admit his housing failures,
or is he just going to blame others for his failures?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, we recognize the pressures faced by Canadians in the housing
market, particularly young Canadians, which is why, contrary to
what the Conservatives are recommending, we are going to contin-
ue to invest in them and support them.

Over the past years, with our investments, we have helped over
two million families get the housing they need. We have commit-
ted $72 billion for the national housing strategy. We supported the
creation and repair of over 440,000 homes. We have invested to in-
crease rental units by over 71,000.

We recognize there is much more to do. With tomorrow's budget,
that is what we are going to do.

* % %

[Translation]

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. Yves-Frangois Blanchet (Beloeil—Chambly, BQ): Mr.
Speaker, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, or IPCC,
is the highest authority on the issue.

I am not sure what the Prime Minister found that would call the
IPCC's expertise into question, but if we take a good look at the an-
nouncement made at four o'clock this afternoon, the approval of the
Bay du Nord project is a global disaster waiting to happen.

In this context, does anyone really think that Canada will meet its
reduction targets in this twelfth plan? Is anyone really prepared to
say that? Environment ministries should not have to do the dirty
work of oil-loving governments.
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, over the past few years, we have brought forward concrete and
ambitious plans to tackle climate change. We are making the neces-
sary transformations and emissions reductions. We will continue to
get the job done and lead Canadians to a net-zero future.

Through investment and partnership and, above all, a commit-
ment to follow the science, we will succeed in protecting Canada
and the planet, while also creating good jobs for the middle class
and for generations to come.

Ms. Monique Pauzé (Repentigny, BQ): Mr. Speaker, last year,
the International Energy Agency warned that there should be a ban
on any new oil and gas development projects in order to limit cli-
mate warming.

The science that the Prime Minister spoke about this week was
from the IPCC. The IPCC says that there is no more room for fossil
fuel expansion, period. We have three years to cap emissions. That
means that Bay du Nord, and its one billion barrels of oil to be ex-
tracted over a 30-year period, should not have been approved.

How can the Prime Minister say he is listening to the science
when he approved Bay du Nord?

® (1445)

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, we have one of the most comprehensive emissions reduction
plans in the world. It is designed to provide Canadians with clean
air and a strong economy.

We have credibly outlined the contributions that each sector must
make to achieve our climate targets. We will meet those targets
with every decision and choice we make in the coming years.

I am not the only one to say that our plan is credible and con-
crete: The Canadian Climate Institute, Equiterre, Clean Prosperity
and other leading scientists have all approved our plan.

We will always be there for Canadians in the fight against cli-
mate change.

* %%

FINANCE

Mr. Gérard Deltell (Louis-Saint-Laurent, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
every family in Canada is affected by the rising cost of food, gas
and housing, among other things. That is called inflation.

The Liberal Prime Minister's policies have caused inflation to go
up in Canada. Why? The reason is that, for the past seven years,
this government has done nothing to keep spending under control.
Worse, it invented new taxes that it increased last Friday.

We are 25 hours away from the tabling of the budget. For the
first time in history, it will be an NDP-Liberal budget.

Could the leader of the NDP-Liberal government rise and tell the
House that he will do the responsible thing by keeping spending
under control and not raising taxes?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, inflation is a global phenomenon caused by the end of the pan-
demic and Vladimir Putin's illegal war in Ukraine. This phe-

Oral Questions

nomenon is putting pressure on families from one end of our coun-
try to the other.

We see the price of food and gas going up. That is why we con-
tinue to be there for Canadians. We will continue to make life more
affordable for families, seniors and the middle class by building on
what we have already, namely, increasing the Canada child benefit
to reflect the cost of living, creating $10-a-day child care services
for families across the country, and increasing the guaranteed in-
come supplement for the most vulnerable seniors, among other
things.

Mr. Gérard Deltell (Louis-Saint-Laurent, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
what I hope, what I believe and what my colleagues also believe is
that we must spend money more wisely. We have to make a dollar
stretch further.

1, a Conservative member, did not say that. It was my Liberal
colleague from Pontiac, and she says she is speaking on behalf of
her colleagues.

Once again, tomorrow, we will have a new budget, a new gov-
ernment, a NDP-Liberal government. Will the Prime Minister agree
with his Liberal colleague and finally be responsible and recognize
that he must not continue doing things the same way he has been
for the past seven years, and instead keep spending under control
and not increase taxes? That is what the Liberals are calling for.

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, every year at the same time, we hear the same old thing from the
Conservatives, who support austerity. They say we should cut ser-
vices and investments for Canadians. Fortunately for Canadians, we
do not listen to the Conservative politicians, who want to cut spend-
ing for Canadians.

Instead, we are investing responsibly and wisely to create eco-
nomic growth, bounce back from this pandemic, and help seniors,
students and families. That is exactly what we have been doing for
seven years. We are going to continue being responsible and invest-
ing in families.

[English]

Ms. Raquel Dancho (Kildonan—St. Paul, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow is Canada's first-ever NDP-Liberal government budget,
and the stakes have never been higher for my generation. Many of
us cannot afford a house. We cannot afford groceries. We cannot af-
ford to fill our tanks with gas. We know dental care is not going to
solve it. Pharmacare is not going to solve it. Child care is not going
to solve it. Spending more money is not going to solve it.

Educated, fully employed young people cannot get ahead in this
country. What is going to be in the budget tomorrow to give us
some hope for the future?
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, to hear the Conservatives say that child care is not part of the
solution for families is to see once again that the Conservatives just
do not get it.

The fact of the matter is that the thousands of dollars that fami-
lies are going to be saving with the cutting in half of child care
costs as of this very year will make a huge difference in their ability
to buy groceries and gas as prices continue to rise. Our choice to
invest in families, to invest in students, to invest in support for
Canadians as opposed to cutting services for them, as the Conserva-
tives want to do, is the right one for all of Canada.

® (1450)

Mrs. Laila Goodridge (Fort McMurray—Cold Lake, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, most parents want to leave a legacy for their children.
I know so many parents who save and go without luxuries so they
can pass something on to their kids. However, under the current
government runaway inflation is making saving nearly impossible,
and out-of-control spending is saddling our children, like my seven-
month-old son Eoghan, with debt they will never be able to pay off.

Will the Prime Minister stop mortgaging our children's future to
fund his promises to the NDP?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, since 2015 we have been investing in families with a Canada
child benefit, which Conservatives voted against, that gives hun-
dreds of dollars a month, tax-free, to families who need it. We
moved forward with a child care agreement right across the country
that not only will cut child care costs in half this year but will re-
duce them to $10 a day within five years right across the country.
These are initiatives that not only support families now but also
create economic growth that will leave our kids and our kids' kids
better off for generations to come.

* % %

CLIMATE CHANGE

Ms. Laurel Collins (Victoria, NDP): Mr. Speaker, the IPCC re-
port gave us a clear warning: If we do not act now, the hope of a
livable future is burning up. However, the Liberals keep throwing
fuel on the fire. Instead of focusing on investments in green energy
and good jobs, they continue to hand out billions of dollars to big
oil. Instead of capping oil and gas emissions, they plan on increas-
ing oil and gas production. How does the Prime Minister expect
Canada to meet its climate targets when he is paying big oil to pol-
lute?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, as the member opposite knows, we are committed to phasing out
fossil fuel subsidies in the next two years. We have already phased
out eight tax breaks for the sector.

This week we presented our emissions reduction plan. It goes
line by line to cut emissions and will inform our approach to cap
and cut emissions from oil and gas, which need to be part of the so-
lution as we reach net zero by 2050. We are taking real action to
fight climate change by committing over $100 billion to climate ac-
tion and making sure that polluting is no longer free anywhere
across the country, despite the objections of Conservative politi-
cians. We will continue our work.

Mr. Charlie Angus (Timmins—James Bay, NDP): Mr. Speak-
er, last week the Prime Minister gave a huge thumbs-up to in-
creased oil production, and this week the IPCC said the planet is
now at the tipping point of irreversible climate catastrophe. The UN
Secretary-General has called out government leaders—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Deputy Speaker: Order.

The hon. member for Timmins—James Bay.

Mr. Charlie Angus: Mr. Speaker, do I get to start over?

Last week the Prime Minister gave a thumbs-up to a massive in-
crease in oil production. This week, the IPCC tells us the planet is
now at the tipping point of irreversible climate catastrophe. The UN
Secretary-General called out government leaders who are “saying
one thing [on the environment], but doing another.” He says, “Sim-
ply put, they are lying. And the results will be catastrophic.”

We are talking about the future of our children here. This Prime
Minister has clearly been carbon-captured. Why does he continue
to rubber-stamp big-oil projects while the planet is on fire?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, all Canadians know what is at stake in the fight against climate
change, which is why we are stepping up our climate ambition by
committing more than $100 billion to climate action, by ensuring
that we reduce methane emissions by 70% between now and 2030,
and by transitioning to a net-zero-emitting electricity grid by 2035.
We are also doubling our commitment to $5.3 billion to help devel-
oping countries fight climate change and protect biodiversity. We
will continue delivering ambitious and achievable climate action
that protects our communities and builds healthy futures for every-
one.

Mr. Ron McKinnon (Coquitlam—Port Coquitlam, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, Canadians have been clear. They want good jobs, a
healthy environment and a strong economy.

Last week the Minister of Environment and Climate Change un-
veiled the emissions reduction plan, outlining the next steps toward
achieving these priorities for all. Can the Minister of Environment
and Climate Change tell us the objectives of this plan?
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I want to begin by thanking the member for Coquitlam—Port
Coquitlam for his incredibly strong hard work on the file. We know
what is at stake in the fight against climate change, and the emis-
sions reduction plan we tabled last week is one of the most compre-
hensive in the world. The emissions reduction plan invests $9.2 bil-
lion into a credible climate solution and lays out sector by sector
how we meet our goals. Our plan is about delivering clean air and a
strong economy for Canadians.

I would like to thank leaders from the environment, business,
public and private sectors for their support.

* % %

FINANCE

Mrs. Shannon Stubbs (Lakeland, CPC): Mr. Speaker, rural
Canadians cannot afford this speNDP-Liberal government. It has
killed rural jobs in oil and gas, forestry, mining and agriculture. It
has caused record inflation and piled on red tape that crushes small
businesses. Western rural municipalities want the government to
stop the carbon tax hike on fuel that makes everything more expen-
sive. The NDP-Liberals say no. Conservatives asked the NDP-Lib-
erals to scrap new taxes and rein in spending. They say no.

Will the NDP-Liberals get out of the way and stop making things
worse for rural Canadians?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, our investments in rural Canada continue as we move forward
on broadband investments, on cell coverage investments and in-
vestments to support our farmers, our energy industries, and our
fisheries and forestry industries. We know that rural Canadians
work incredibly hard at a very important time for our economy and
our future. We will be there to continue to support them every step
of the way.

Mrs. Shannon Stubbs (Lakeland, CPC): Mr. Speaker, that was
areally long “no”.

The NDP-Liberals, just like the Prime Minister just did, always
talk about big spending and top-down government programs, but
the results are record prices for fertilizer, for fuel and food, for
heating and for housing. Rural Canadians pay a rural tax of
over $1,500 just to travel for medical care. None of those are luxu-
ries. Farmers cannot change the distance to their fields or to the
store. Rural jobs are not in office towers that are walking distance
from home.

Why do the NDP-Liberals always either ignore or hurt rural
Canadians with their tax, spend and fail agenda?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, over the past number of years we have continued to be there for
rural Canadians, whether it is through investments in agriculture,
whether it is support for small communities; whether it is reaching
out to resource communities to prepare for the future. We will con-
tinue to stand by Canadians from coast to coast to coast. We will
not simply fall back on slogans and easy solutions like the Conser-
vatives do. We will work hand in hand with rural Canadians and in-
deed people from coast to coast to coast to build the kind of future
we know everyone deserves to offer their kids and their grandkids.

Oral Questions
HOUSING

Ms. Melissa Lantsman (Thornhill, CPC): Mr. Speaker, hous-
ing in the GTA is scarce and expensive, and it is getting worse.
Home prices have doubled under this government, and Canada still
has the fewest homes per capita of any G7 country. The govern-
ment will muse about their so-called plans to fund affordable hous-
ing just to have their new NDP dance partners at every level of
government oppose actual development of this housing.

When will the Prime Minister tell Canadians why he thinks only
those with a trust fund deserve the dream of home ownership?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, over 10 years the previous Conservative government withdrew
the federal government's engagement in housing, and therefore we
had to pick up an awful lot of slack since 2015. With the national
housing strategy in 2017—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!

The Deputy Speaker: Order. Let us hear the answers, please.

The hon. Prime Minister can start again.

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau: Mr. Speaker, after 10 years of Con-
servatives choosing to underinvest in housing, for the past seven
years we have been making up the slack by investing in communi-
ties, by investing in a national housing strategy worth around $72
billion now and by continuing to move forward to support people in
the GTA and across the country to be able to afford their homes, af-
ford their rents and move forward in a responsible way.

That is what we have been focused on. That is what we will con-
tinue to do.

Ms. Melissa Lantsman (Thornhill, CPC): Mr. Speaker, more
spending does not equal results. It equals more inflation, and Cana-
dians cannot afford a home. Canada's fiscal house is on fire, and the
NDP is pushing the Liberals to throw $1.68 gasoline on it. Canadi-
ans know one thing about the upcoming budget: It is going to be
expensive.
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Will the Prime Minister have the courage to tell Canadians that
he could not get the trust of the majority of voters, so he decided to
spend taxpayers' money and buy his majority here?

® (1500)

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the member opposite wants to talk about results. Our invest-
ments in housing across this country have helped over two million
families get the housing they need, have supported the creation and
repair of over 440,000 homes and have invested to increase rental
units by over 71,000, but we know there is more to do, which is
why we will not be listening to Conservative politicians when they
tell us to cut supports to Canadians. Instead we are going to contin-
ue to invest responsibly in families to help them build a better fu-
ture for themselves and future generations.

E
[Translation]

HEALTH

Mr. Mario Simard (Jonquiére, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Bloc
Québécois and the Prime Minister may disagree on health transfers,
but we need to listen to what health care workers are telling us.

On Monday, all health care professionals, including doctors,
nurses, psychologists, physios and support staff, called for a sus-
tainable, unconditional increase in health transfers. They all de-
nounced the federal government's underfunding and said that the
government's one-time, conditional payments do not work. More
than anything, they want to be heard.

Will the Prime Minister host a public summit on health care
funding for health care personnel?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, we have worked with the provinces and territories throughout
the pandemic to protect Canadians against COVID-19.

We have invested more than $63 billion extra in the health care
system because of the pandemic, because we knew that we had to
be there for Canadians and we knew it was important to support
health care personnel.

We will continue to be there to invest, to work with the provinces
and territories, and, most importantly, to deliver on what Canadians
expect from our health care systems across the country.

Mr. Luc Thériault (Montcalm, BQ): Mr. Speaker, the Prime
Minister cannot dismiss out of hand the expertise of those responsi-
ble for health care. They are the backbone of the health care sys-
tem.

Today, these men and women are calling for a substantial, recur-
rent, no-strings-attached increase in federal funding. They want to
plan the future of health care. They want predictability.

Why will the Prime Minister not immediately commit to partici-
pating in a summit with them?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, for two years, we have celebrated our health care heroes who
have done an outstanding job of supporting Canadians during the
pandemic.

We also listened to them. We heard that more investments are re-
quired and, more importantly, that our health care workers need
better results and more support.

That is why we are going to be there. We promised to be there to
increase health transfers, but we are going to do it in partnership
with the provinces and territories to ensure that we get those results
for workers and Canadians.

* %%

[English]
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. James Bezan (Selkirk—Interlake—Eastman, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, Russian dictator, Vladimir Putin, has the blood of Ukraini-
ans on his hands as his soldiers have raped, tortured and slaugh-
tered innocent civilians. These atrocities are war crimes and crimes
against humanity. Putin must be stopped and Canada must do more
to help. It is reported that President Zelenskyy directly asked
Canada for Harpoon anti-ship missiles, but the Prime Minister said
no.

Will the Prime Minister commit to sending Harpoon missiles to
Ukraine today, not weeks from now but today, and help save
Odessa?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, the news of the senseless murders and systemic sexual violence
toward innocent civilians in Bucha and elsewhere across Ukraine is
egregious and appalling. We have seen throughout this conflict the
targeting of civilians and civilian infrastructure by Russia across
Ukraine.

We do believe that these crimes are war crimes and crimes
against humanity. We are pursuing multiple international legal av-
enues in support of Ukraine, including at the International Criminal
Court, and yes, we will continue to offer military aid to the Ukraini-
an forces.

w* %k
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HEALTH

Mr. Stephen Ellis (Cumberland—Colchester, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is clear that the Prime Minister has not met his commit-
ment to Canadians for 7,500 doctors, nurses and nurse practitioners.
Oddly enough, at the health committee, we heard from the College
of Family Physicians of Canada that we need at least 3,000 to 4,000
family doctors alone. Also, the Canadian Nurses Association states
we are short about 60,000 nurses.

In this budget, will the speNDP-Liberal Prime Minister admit he
is failing Canadians from Springhill to Tidnish, to Stewiacke, all of
Nova Scotia and all Canadians, and commit to sustainable and pre-
dictable health care funding?
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Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, once again we see the Conservatives are asking us to invest
more in supporting Canadians while at the same decrying that we
are investing anything to support Canadians.

Over the past two years, we invested an extra $63 billion in
health care supports for Canadians, and we have committed to
working in partnership with provinces and territories to deliver both
more investments and more results for Canadians when it comes to
health care. We look forward to working with provinces and territo-
ries as partners as we deliver the support for Canadians that they
very much need and deserve.

* % %

AGRICULTURE AND AGRI-FOOD

Mr. John Barlow (Foothills, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the Liberals
have failed on trade compensation for dairy, wine, spirits and beer
producers and P.E.L. potato farmers. They continue to fail Canadian
agriculture with a punishing carbon tax. Let us review. The Liberals
said the carbon tax would reduce emissions. That is false as emis-
sions have gone up. The Liberals said that the carbon tax would be
revenue-neutral. It is shocking, but that is false. We know that
farmers will get pennies on the dollar for what they pay in a carbon
tax. In a time of a global food crisis, we should unleashing Canadi-
an agriculture, not sabotaging it.

In tomorrow's budget, will the Liberals admit this is a failure on
the carbon tax? Will they do the right thing and will they exempt
Canadian agriculture from the farm-killing carbon tax, yes or no?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, let us be clear about the facts. The price on pollution means
more money in Canadians' pockets and less pollution in our air.
Even the member for New Brunswick Southwest acknowledged
that our plan helps lower-income households the most, and we
know that eight out of 10 Canadians get more money back than
what they spend.

I spent significant time speaking with our agricultural workers
and farmers and they have said that they know the world is chang-
ing. They need support to fight climate change and the price on pol-
lution is part of moving forward hand in hand with farmers to build
a better future for their kids, for their grandkids and all of Canada.

* % X%
[Translation]

NEWS MEDIA INDUSTRY
Ms. Patricia Lattanzio (Saint-Léonard—Saint-Michel, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, we are living in an information age. With the Internet,
news from around the world is available at the blink of an eye.

That being said, we must admit that there is an imbalance of
power. For years now, hundreds of local news outlets have had to
close their doors for lack of revenue, while the web giants literally
have a monopoly on advertising revenue.

What is our government doing to provide a counterbalance?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to thank the member for Saint-Léonard—
Saint-Michel for her question and her hard work.

Oral Questions

The bill we have introduced will strengthen independent journal-
ism across Canada. Web giants will compensate journalists when
they use their content, while ensuring a transparent approach that
protects the freedom of the press. This is essential for journalism, it
is essential for all communities that rely on their local media, and
most importantly, it is essential for our democracy.

* %%

[English]

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. Kyle Seeback (Dufferin—Caledon, CPC): Mr. Speaker,
“Trying to get trendy and virtue signal and involve yourself in po-
litical demagoguery doesn't achieve anything”. Who said that? It
was former Liberal MP Dan McTeague at the environment commit-
tee yesterday, talking about attacks on the oil and gas sector. That
statement applies nicely to the Prime Minister's emissions reduction
plan. Energy costs are up. Greenhouse gas emissions are up. Cana-
dian pocketbooks are empty. Virtue signalling does not work.

Will the Prime Minister finally admit that all he has given Cana-
dians is economic pain with no environmental gain?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Once
again, Mr. Speaker, we see the Conservatives take no seriousness in
regard to the climate change challenges. We have again and again
seen from these Conservatives that they want to make pollution free
again. They want to continue to ignore the impacts today of climate
change and ignore impacts on future generations, whereas we know
that investing in reducing emissions and investing in transforming
our economy to be more innovative and clean is the best way to en-
sure a strong future for all Canadians from coast to coast to coast.

® (1510)

Mr. Kyle Seeback (Dufferin—Caledon, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
think the Prime Minister and I have a different definition of what
investing is. This is what the Liberals' investments have done. They
spent $60 billion since 2016 to reduce carbon emissions and, guess
what. They have gone up. Now he is talking about a $100-billion
investment. If it went up 27 megatonnes with a $60-billion spend,
how much will emissions go up with this alleged $100-billion
spend?

Why does the Prime Minister not just admit that it is not work-
ing, it is not fixing the environment and it is costing Canadians bil-
lions?
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Oral Questions

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, once again the Conservative politicians prove that math and sci-
ence are simply not their strong suits. We will continue to follow
the science. We will continue to prepare Canadians, communities
and workers for the transformation of our economy, for the reduc-
tion—

Some hon. members: Oh, oh!
The Deputy Speaker: Order. Are we ready to continue?

The right hon. Prime Minister.

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau: Mr. Speaker, the reality is that
when it comes to following the science around climate change and
when it comes to doing the difficult and responsible things to pre-
pare for the future, Conservatives choose to bury their heads in the
sand still, today, in 2022. Canadians from coast to coast to coast
know we need to step up in our fight against climate change and we
need to make investments to prepare the future. That is exactly
what we are doing.

* %%k

ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

Mrs. Rosemarie Falk (Battlefords—LIloydminster, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, the Liberal government excluded other levels of govern-
ment during the collective bargaining process with the National Po-
lice Federation. The agreement reached is much higher than antici-
pated, and despite their exclusion, rural communities have been left
to foot the majority of the bill. Rural municipalities that face greater
financial constraints have been desperately asking the government
for assistance with the one-time back-pay costs.

Will rural communities find relief in tomorrow's budget, or will
the Prime Minister continue to stick it to rural Canadians?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, this collective agreement allowed RCMP members to receive
their first pay increase since 2016 and ensured their salaries were in
line with other police services across Canada. Municipalities and
provinces were at the table since the very beginning of these nego-
tiations, and I can assure the member that increased costs are shared
by the contract jurisdictions and the federal government, just like
all policing costs in regions served by the RCMP.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank, once again, the
members of the RCMP for their continued service to communities
right across the country.

Mr. Peter Fragiskatos: Mr. Speaker, the unspeakable and sense-
less acts of violence perpetrated by the Putin regime, including
those recently uncovered in Bucha, demand accountability. This is
why the RCMP will be deploying a specialized unit of investigators
to the International Criminal Court in the Hague.

Would the Prime Minister please elaborate on the RCMP's inten-
tions to assist the investigation of war crimes committed in
Ukraine?

The Deputy Speaker: The parliamentary secretary should not be
asking questions.

There is no question. Therefore, there is no answer, so we are go-
ing to move on to the next one.

The hon. member for Edmonton Griesbach.

* %%

INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS

Mr. Blake Desjarlais (Edmonton Griesbach, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, it has been almost three years since the final report on
missing and murdered indigenous women and girls was released.
The families that have lost loved ones are still waiting for all the
calls to justice to be implemented. Indigenous women, girls and
two-spirit people are invaluable parts of their communities, but they
continue to face higher rates of violence. They deserve so much
better. There is no time to lose to immediately implement all the
calls to justice, to help stop the violence and to save lives.

What is the minister waiting for?
® (1515)

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, this government has been committed to reconciliation with in-
digenous peoples, to healing for the families and to justice for the
victims of the missing and murdered indigenous women and girls'
assassinations. These are things we will continue to work on to-
gether. In tomorrow's budget, I can assure the member opposite that
our investments continue to be there for indigenous communities to
move forward on the path to reconciliation, to promote healing and
justice, and to ensure that Canada continues to share in the right
path of reconciliation.

* %%

CLIMATE CHANGE

Ms. Elizabeth May (Saanich—Gulf Islands, GP): Mr. Speaker,
the Prime Minister's answers so far suggest that no one has briefed
him on Monday's report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change. We have a chance to not be criminally irresponsible
in this place and do what is required. The IPCC says it is now or
never. Emissions must drop in half by 2030 and that our use of fos-
sil fuels must peak and begin to go down rapidly starting in three
years in 2025.

Does the Prime Minister understand IPCC science?

Right Hon. Justin Trudeau (Prime Minister, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, what we put forward last week was the most ambitious and con-
crete emissions reduction plan that Canada has ever seen. We know
that for many, many years, politicians of all different stripes have
put forward aspirational targets for massively reducing our emis-
sions, but no government, until last week, was able to put forward a
concrete plan that actually demonstrates how we are going to re-
duce our emissions by 40% from 2005 levels in the next eight
years.
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This is something we have committed to. We have demonstrated
it is doable and concrete. We will deliver on the expectation of
Canadians that they see a positive future for kids and grandkids,
while protecting the planet and creating good careers.

[Translation]

Mr. Maxime Blanchette-Joncas: Mr. Speaker, there have been
consultations among the parties, and I think you will find unani-
mous consent for the following motion: That the House recognize
that inclusion and diversity must be encouraged within our institu-
tions; that exclusion is not a method of inclusion; and that this
House call on the government to revise the federal criteria for re-
search chairs to prevent exclusion in job postings.

The Deputy Speaker: The House has heard the terms of the mo-
tion. All those opposed to the hon. member moving the motion will
please say nay.

Some hon. members: Nay.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]
BUSINESS OF SUPPLY
OPPOSITION MOTION—SPENDING ON NATIONAL DEFENCE
The House resumed from April 5 consideration of the motion.

The Deputy Speaker: It being 3:18 p.m., pursuant to order
made on Thursday, November 25, 2021, the House will now pro-
ceed to the taking of the deferred recorded division on the motion
of the member for Wellington—Halton Hills relating to the busi-
ness of supply.

Call in the members.
® (1530)
[English]

(The House divided on the motion, which was agreed to on the
following division:)

(Division No. 55)

YEAS

Members
Aboultaif Aitchison
Albas Aldag
Alghabra Ali
Allison Anand
Anandasangaree Arnold
Arseneault Arya
Atwin Badawey
Bains Baker
Baldinelli Barlow
Barrett Barsalou-Duval
Battiste Beaulieu
Beech Bendayan
Bennett Benzen
Bergen Berthold
Bérubé Bezan
Bibeau Bittle
Blair Blanchet
Blanchette-Joncas Block

Blois Boissonnault

4119

Business of Supply
Bradford Bragdon
Brassard Briére
Brock Brunelle-Duceppe
Calkins Caputo
Carr Carrie
Chabot Chagger
Chahal Chambers
Champagne Champoux
Chatel Chen
Chiang Chong
Collins (Hamilton East—Stoney Creek) Cooper
Cormier Coteau
Dabrusin Dalton
Damoff Dancho
Davidson DeBellefeuille
Deltell Desbiens
Desilets Dhaliwal
Dhillon Diab
Doherty Dong
Dowdall Dreeshen
Drouin Dubourg
Duclos Duguid
Duncan (Stormont—Dundas—South Glengarry) Duncan (Etobicoke North)
Dzerowicz Ehsassi
El-Khoury Ellis
Epp Erskine-Smith
Falk (Battlefords—Lloydminster) Falk (Provencher)
Fast Fergus
Ferreri Fillmore
Findlay Fisher
Fonseca Fortier
Fortin Fragiskatos
Fraser Freeland
Fry Gaheer
Garneau Garon
Gaudreau Généreux
Genuis Gerretsen
Gill Gladu
Godin Goodridge
Gould Gourde
Gray Guilbeault
Hajdu Hallan
Hanley Hardie
Hepfner Hoback
Holland Housefather
Hussen Hutchings
Tacono ITen
Jaczek Jeneroux
Jones Jowhari
Kayabaga Kelloway
Kelly Khalid
Khera Kitchen
Kmiec Koutrakis
Kram Kramp-Neuman
Kurek Kusie
Kusmierczyk Lake
Lalonde Lambropoulos
Lametti Lamoureux
Lantsman Lapointe
Larouche Lattanzio
Lauzon Lawrence
LeBlanc Lebouthillier
Lehoux Lemire
Lewis (Essex) Lewis (Haldimand—Norfolk)
Liepert Lightbound
Lloyd Lobb
Long Longfield
Louis (Kitchener—Conestoga) MacAulay (Cardigan)
MacDonald (Malpeque) MacKenzie
MacKinnon (Gatineau) Maguire
Maloney Martel
Martinez Ferrada May (Cambridge)

Mazier

McCauley (Edmonton West)
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McDonald (Avalon)
McKay
McLean
Melillo
Mendicino
Michaud
Moore
Morrison
Motz

Muys
Nater
Noormohamed
O'Connell
O'Regan
Patzer
Pauzé
Perron
Plamondon
Powlowski
Rayes

Reid
Richards
Robillard
Rogers
Rood
Sahota
Saks

Sarai
Scarpaleggia
Schmale
Serré
Shanahan
Shields
Sidhu (Brampton East)
Simard
Small
Soroka
Steinley
Stewart
Strahl
Sudds
Taylor Roy
Therrien
Thompson
Tolmie
Trudel
Uppal

Van Bynen
Van Popta
Vandenbeld
Vidal
Viersen
Villemure
Vis
Wagantall
Waugh
Wilkinson
Williamson
Zahid
Zuberi— — 303

Angus

Bachrach

Blaikie

Boulerice

Collins (Victoria)
Desjarlais

Gazan

Hughes

Johns

Routine Proceedings

McGuinty

McKinnon (Coquitlam—Port Coquitlam)

McLeod
Mendes
Miao
Miller
Morantz
Morrissey
Murray
Naqvi

Ng
Normandin
Oliphant
O'Toole
Paul-Hus
Perkins
Petitpas Taylor
Poilievre
Qualtrough
Redekopp
Rempel Garner
Roberts
Rodriguez
Romanado
Ruff
Sajjan
Samson
Savard-Tremblay
Scheer
Seeback
Sgro
Sheehan
Shipley

Sidhu (Brampton South)

Sinclair-Desgagné
Sorbara
Spengemann
Ste-Marie
St-Onge
Stubbs

Tassi
Thériault
Thomas
Tochor
Trudeau
Turnbull
Valdez

van Koeverden
Vandal
Vecchio
Vien
Vignola
Virani
Vuong
Warkentin
Webber
Williams
Yip

Zimmer

NAYS

Members

Ashton
Barron
Blaney
Cannings
Davies
Garrison
Green
Idlout
Julian

Kwan MacGregor
Masse Mathyssen
May (Saanich—Gulf Islands) McPherson
Morrice Singh
Zarrillo-— 27

PAIRED
Nil

The Deputy Speaker: I declare the motion carried.

I wish to inform the House that because of the deferred recorded
division, Government Orders will be extended by 13 minutes.

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Mr. Blake Richards (Banff—Airdrie, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
have the honour to present, in both official languages, the first re-
port of the Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regula-
tions, entitled “Review of Statutory Instruments”.

[Translation]

If the House gives its consent, I intend to move concurrence in
the first report later this day.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Mr. John Williamson (New Brunswick Southwest, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, I have the honour to present, in both official languages,
the following two reports of the Standing Committee on Public Ac-
counts: the 10th report, entitled “Special Examination Report—
Public Sector Pension Investment Board”, and the 11th report, enti-
tled “Securing Personal Protective Equipment and Medical De-
vices”.

Pursuant to Standing Order 109, the committee requests that the
government table a comprehensive response to each of these two
reports.

[English]
SCRUTINY OF REGULATIONS

Mr. Blake Richards (Banff—Airdrie, CPC): Mr. Speaker, if
the House gives its consent, I move that the first report of the
Standing Joint Committee for the Scrutiny of Regulations, entitled
“Review of Statutory Instruments”, presented to the House earlier
this day, be concurred in.

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed to the hon. member's
moving the motion will please say nay.

It is agreed. The House has heard the terms of the motion. All
those opposed to the motion will please say nay.

(Motion agreed to)
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® (1535)

WITNESS TESTIMONY AT COMMITTEES

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Lead-
er of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, there have been discussions among the parties, and if you
seek it, I believe you will find unanimous consent to adopt the fol-
lowing motion. I move:

That, notwithstanding any order adopted by the House, as of April 25, 2022, at
their discretion, witnesses appearing before any standing, standing joint, special,
special joint or legislative committees may either do so in person, or by videocon-
ference.

The Deputy Speaker: All those opposed to the hon. member's
moving the motion will please say nay.

It is agreed. The House has heard the terms of the motion. All
those opposed to the motion will please say nay.

(Motion agreed to)
* %%
PETITIONS
HUMAN ORGAN TRAFFICKING

Mr. Frank Caputo (Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, I rise to present two petitions.

The first petition I will present asks us to make it a criminal of-
fence for a person to go abroad and receive an organ taken without
the consent of the person giving the organ.

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Mr. Frank Caputo (Kamloops—Thompson—Cariboo, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, my second petition looks at human rights abuses and
environmental damage. The petitioners ask us to require companies
to prevent adverse human rights impacts and environmental dam-
ages, to require companies to do their due diligence to prevent hu-
man rights abuses and damage abroad and to require meaningful
consequences for a failure to do so, including criminal justice re-
dress in Canadian courts.

WON ALEXANDER CUMYOW
Mr. Han Dong (Don Valley North, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to rise today to present a petition regarding the upcoming
redesign of the five-dollar bill.

The petitioners are calling for the Minister of Finance to select
Mr. Won Alexander Cumyow as the face of the new five-dollar bill.
While Mr. Won Alexander Cumyow may not be a household name
for many Canadians, his story represents the struggle, opportunity
and hope that have shaped Canada's identity.

In 1861, Mr. Won was the first Chinese Canadian to be born in
present-day Canada, and he faced a lot of discrimination. He was
trained as a lawyer but was never able to write the bar exam be-
cause he was not on the voters list. Despite all of this adversity, Mr.
Won, in the end, led the fight against the head tax and the Chinese
exclusion act, and in 1949, at the age of 88, he voted for the first
time in the federal election.

This is a good opportunity for us to showcase the rich history of
Canada's immigrant heritage. I am proud to sponsor this petition
and will sign it.

Routine Proceedings
OPIOIDS

Mr. Gord Johns (Courtenay—Alberni, NDP): Mr. Speaker, it
is an honour to table a petition today related to the toxic drug sup-
ply and the 27,000 deaths that are mounting in this country because
of the lack of action.

The petitioners specifically call upon the Government of Canada
to declare the overdose crisis a national public health emergency.
They call on the government to take steps to end the overdose
deaths due to a poisoned drug supply, and they want the govern-
ment to immediately collaborate with the provinces and territories
to develop a comprehensive strategy and action plan to address this
crisis. They want that plan to ensure there is regulation of drugs and
ensure we have a safe supply. They also want decriminalization for
personal use and changes to flawed drug policy and policing. This
emergency should be taken serious with adequately funded pro-
grams and supports.

This is the eve of a budget. I am honoured to table this petition
today.

HUMAN ORGAN TRAFFICKING

Mr. Philip Lawrence (Northumberland—Peterborough
South, CPC): Mr. Speaker, it is my honour to introduce two peti-
tions to the House today.

The first is in support of Bill S-223, which seeks to combat
forced organ harvesting and trafficking. It would make it a criminal
offence for a person to go abroad and receive an organ taken with-
out the consent of the person giving the organ.

® (1540)

UKRAINE

Mr. Philip Lawrence (Northumberland—Peterborough
South, CPC): Mr. Speaker, the second petition is in defence and
support of the people of Ukraine, given that the Russian Federation
has launched an unprovoked war against the people of Ukraine.
The Russia Federation has committed multiple war crimes against
the people of Ukraine and the Russian invasion has triggered a hu-
man rights and humanitarian displacement crisis, the worst such
catastrophe in recent European history.

The undersigned citizens and residents of Canada call upon the
Government of Canada to immediately waive all visa requirements
and grant visa-free travel to Ukrainians.
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Routine Proceedings
AIR TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Brad Vis (Mission—Matsqui—Fraser Canyon, CPC):
Mr. Speaker, Canada and Mission—Matsqui—Fraser Canyon are
home to a vibrant community of more than one million Punjabi
Canadians. Each year, many travel to the Punjab region to visit
family, friends and religious landmarks like the Golden Temple, but
right now they must fly into Delhi and make the long journey by
train, bus or other means. Canadians are asking for direct flight ser-
vice from Vancouver or Toronto to Amritsar, Punjab, which will cut
travel times drastically. This is good for our economy and it makes
economic sense.

I am pleased to table a petition on behalf of British Columbians
calling for direct flight service. The petitioners understand that the
war in Ukraine has impacted international travel, but they are call-
ing on the Government of Canada to amend the air transport agree-
ment with India to allow for direct flights. Air Canada is open to
improving services to destinations like Amritsar with the amend-
ment of the air transport agreement.

HUMAN ORGAN TRAFFICKING

Mr. Rob Morrison (Kootenay—Columbia, CPC): Mr. Speak-
er, this petition is in support of Bill S-223. Bill S-223 seeks to com-
bat forced organ harvesting and trafficking. It would make it an of-
fence for a person to go abroad and receive an organ taken without
the consent of the person giving the organ. Bill S-223 has passed in
the Senate unanimously three times, and MPs from multiple parties
have been putting forward a form of this bill for over 13 years.

This bill passed unanimously in the House of Commons in 2019
in exactly the same form. The petitioners hope that this Parliament
is the one that finally gets it done.

Mr. Brad Redekopp (Saskatoon West, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
also have a petition today, which I am pleased to present, in support
of Bill S-223. This bill is about organ harvesting and trafficking,
making it a criminal offence for a person to go abroad and receive
an organ taken without the consent of the person. I note that this
has been passed in the Senate unanimously three times, and for 13
years it has been in the House and the Senate. In 2019, the bill
passed in the exact same form, so the petitioners are hoping that we
will get it passed this time.

Mr. Gerald Soroka (Yellowhead, CPC): Mr. Speaker, this peti-
tion is also in support of Bill S-223, the bill on organ harvesting. It
seeks to combat forced organ harvesting and trafficking. It would
make it a criminal offence for a person to go abroad and receive an
organ without proper consent from the person giving the organ.

Bill S-223 has passed in the Senate unanimously three times, and
MPs from multiple parties have been putting forward a form of this
bill for the past 13 years. This bill passed unanimously in the House
of Commons in 2019 in exactly the same form. The petitioners
would like to see this Parliament finally get this done.

Mr. Ryan Williams (Bay of Quinte, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I am
also presenting a petition in support of Bill S-223, which seeks to
combat forced organ harvesting and trafficking. It would also make
it a criminal offence for a person to go abroad and receive an organ
taken without the consent of the person giving the organ. It is my
honour to present this petition on behalf of my constituents.

Mr. Damien Kurek (Battle River—Crowfoot, CPC): Mr.
Speaker, it is an honour to also stand in this place today and present
a petition in support of Bill S-223, which seeks to combat forced
organ harvesting and trafficking. It would make it a criminal of-
fence for a person to go abroad to receive an organ taken without
the consent of the person giving the organ.

This bill has passed the Senate unanimously three times, and
MPs from multiple parties have put forward a form of this bill over
the past 13 years. The petitioners are hoping that it can be this Par-
liament that gets it done.

® (1545)

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I have a number of petitions to table today.

The first petition is in support of Bill S-223, a bill that would
make it a criminal offence for a person to go abroad and receive an
organ taken without consent. I want to assure members that there
will be no more petitions tabled on the bill as soon as it is passed.
Maybe that will help light a fire under some members to support
the speedy passage of this important piece of human rights legisla-
tion.

OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition that [ am tabling is in support
of the energy sector, which is very important in my constituency.
Petitioners note that there is a great need for oil and gas from
Canada, that Alberta and western Canada produce the most envi-
ronmental oil and gas with high labour standards compared with
other countries, and that Canada should only be using oil and gas
from Canada rather than importing it from other countries. The is-
sue of energy security is so important now, given the Putin regime's
reliance on gas exports to fund its war machine. The petitioners are
calling on the government and the House of Commons to work to
eliminate all importation of foreign oil and gas into Canada within
the next five years.

ETHIOPIA

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition highlights the ongoing human
rights and humanitarian challenges in the Tigray region of Ethiopia.
The petitioners note various credible reports that war crimes have
occurred including extrajudicial killings, large-scale massacres,
looting and sexual violence. The petitioners want to see increased
engagement from the House and the government with respect to the
situation in Tigray and challenges in Ethiopia overall. They call for
that engagement from the government.
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CONSULAR AFFAIRS

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition is seeking to bring more at-
tention to the situation of Mr. Huseyin Celil. He is a Canadian citi-
zen who has been detained in China for well over a decade now.
The petitioners note, and are pleased by, the release of Michael
Kovrig and Michael Spavor. They want to see the government real-
ly confront the Huseyin Celil case at the same level, and with the
same level of energy and intensity, as was brought to the discussion
around the detention of the two Michaels.

The petitioners demand that the Chinese government recognize
Huseyin Celil's Canadian citizenship and provide him with consular
and legal services, in accordance with international law; they want
to the government to formally state that the release of Huseyin Celil
from Chinese detention, and his return to Canada, is a priority for
the Government of Canada that is of equal concern as the unjust de-
tention of the two Michaels; and they want the government to ap-
point a special envoy to work on securing Mr. Celil's release, as
well as to seek the assistance of international partners, such as the
Biden administration. The government had been active on the case
of the two Michaels and seeking the support of international part-
ners on that, and the petitioners want to see the government do the
same with respect to the case of Mr. Celil.

COVID-19

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition I am tabling is about the
COVID-19 pandemic, specifically drawing the attention of the
House to the various evidence and scientific literature about the
connection between low vitamin D levels and higher risk of
COVID-19. The petitioners cite various medical analyses that have
been done and note further that people get vitamin D from sunlight
exposure. Increased awareness about the way they get vitamin D,
and the benefits of it, are important, especially in a cold climate
where people spend relatively less time outside. The petitioners
want the government to recognize the emerging scientific evidence
that low levels of vitamin D are associated with poor outcomes
from COVID-19, and work to increase public awareness of the im-
portance of maintaining recommended vitamin D levels.

HAZARAS

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition specifically highlights the sit-
uvation of the Hazara ethnic minority in Afghanistan. Hazaras are a
minority community, specifically a religious minority as well as an
ethnic minority. They come from the Shia Muslim community, as
opposed to Sunni, and they faced various challenges and various vi-
olations of human rights even prior to the Taliban takeover. Of
course, the situation has gotten substantially worse. The petitioners
want to see the government actively speak out in order to defend
the Hazara community in particular, to recognize that the Hazara
community have been victims of various genocides, and also to
designate September 25 as Hazara genocide memorial day.

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition is about a Liberal Party elec-
tion platform commitment. In the 2021 election platform, the Liber-
als committed to politicizing charitable status and removing chari-

Routine Proceedings

table status from organizations that do not share the government's
views with respect to abortion.

® (1550)

This politicization of charitable status could jeopardize the status
and the good work being done by hospitals, houses of worship,
schools, homeless shelters and other charitable organizations. This
is another values test reminiscent of the Liberals' attack on con-
science that we saw as part of the Canada summer jobs program.

Petitioners want to see the government and the House work to
protect and preserve the application of charitable status rules on a
politically and ideologically neutral basis, without discrimination
on the basis of political or religious values and without the imposi-
tion of another values test, and also to affirm the right of Canadians
to free expression.

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Mr. Garnett Genuis (Sherwood Park—Fort Saskatchewan,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, the next petition I am tabling is with respect to
the continuing detention of Armenian prisoners of war in Azeri cus-
tody following the end of hostilities. The petitioners note that this
continuing detention is a violation of international law, and peti-
tioners are concerned by recent events. Petitioners would like to see
the Azeri government abide by the 2020 ceasefire commitment and
also ensure that supplies of gas are not disrupted to critical areas.

Petitioners want to see the government do all it can to advance
peace in the region and also call for the release of these prisoners of
war.

* %%

QUESTIONS ON THE ORDER PAPER

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Parliamentary Secretary to the Lead-
er of the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I would ask that all questions be allowed to stand at this
time.

* % %

MOTIONS FOR PAPERS

Mr. John Brassard (House leader of the official opposition,
CPC): Mr. Speaker, I would ask you to call Motion No. P-1.

That an order of the House do issue for a copy of all documents, signed or un-
signed, related to the negotiation of the coalition agreement between the Liberal
Party and the New Democratic Party, or what the Prime Minister refers to as a "sup-
ply and confidence agreement", including any documents which record or demon-
strate an understanding between the parties as to how the coalition commitments
will be interpreted.

Hon. Pascale St-Onge (Minister of Sport and Minister re-
sponsible for the Economic Development Agency of Canada for
the Regions of Quebec, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I ask that this notice of
motion for the production of papers be transferred for debate.

The Deputy Speaker: The motion is transferred for debate pur-
suant to Standing Order 97(1).
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[Translation]

AN ACT FOR THE SUBSTANTIVE EQUALITY OF
CANADA’S OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

The House resumed from April 1 consideration of the motion
that Bill C-13, An Act to amend the Official Languages Act, to en-
act the Use of French in Federally Regulated Private Businesses
Act and to make related amendments to other Acts, be read the sec-
ond time and referred to a committee.

Hon. Steven MacKinnon (Gatineau, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I am
always proud and honoured to rise in the House as the representa-
tive of the people of Gatineau, who once again did me the honour
of electing me to this chamber. I am deeply touched.

When we talk about Gatineau, we are talking about a city in the
Outaouais region that is proud to be part of Canada's national capi-
tal; proud of having contributed to the building of our great and
beautiful country, the best country in the world; and proud to partic-
ipate daily in the work that brings us together and that is important
to us, the work of all Canadians.

[English]

It is such a pleasure to be here on behalf of the people of
Gatineau and to speak about official languages. It is a topic that is
S0 important to everyone in my region.

[Translation]

Therefore, I am pleased to rise today to continue the debate on
Bill C-13 to strengthen the Official Languages Act and to modern-
ize our linguistic framework.

What exactly are the official languages?

All Canadians expect and deserve to receive federal government
services in the official language of their choice. That is a basic prin-
ciple, one that the Liberals have defended for decades. The federal
government must also be a leader in promoting official bilingual-
ism and the representation of Canada's linguistic duality.

As part of our modernization of the Official Languages Act, we
are working across government to ensure that we improve our com-
munications and services in both official languages, both in the
event of an emergency and in our daily activities. [ want to take this
opportunity to salute the work of the Translation Bureau. This insti-
tution has existed for 87 years. I also salute the interpreters, who
are simultaneously interpreting our comments today, and all the
people in Canada's language sector who contribute to our official
languages regime.

The reform means more than that, however. This highly antici-
pated reform is intended to modernize an act that is 50 years old.
Modernization was needed, but this was also a political and elec-
toral commitment from our party. I salute the Minister of Official
Languages for moving so quickly to introduce Bill C-13 to modern-
ize our regime and the Official Languages Act.

What do the people of Gatineau want?

They want respect for our language of course. It is an official
language, one of our country's founding languages that goes back to

Radisson and La Vérendrye, who discovered Canada. It is the lan-
guage of the log drivers who founded our wonderful Outaouais re-
gion, and it is a language we are protecting and promoting by re-
framing this regime, which enables us to do this great work, affirm
our francophone presence and make French one of Canada's signa-
ture languages.

In Gatineau, ensuring that francophone Quebeckers are well rep-
resented within our federal institutions is essential. Departments,
Parliament, courts, tribunals and every one of the federal govern-
ment's administrative organizations must have a daily francophone
presence to ensure the vitality of the French language and promote
its use within the federal government. For Gatineau, that is of cru-
cial importance too.

I am therefore pleased to support Bill C-13 for all these reasons.
This bill will strengthen and provide a framework for Canada's new
official languages regime.

® (1555)

When we talk about protecting official languages, we often think
of official language minority communities. We need only look
across the Ottawa River to our neighbours, our Franco-Ontarian
cousins. These communities are extremely important and deserve
our attention.

Then there is Acadia. My wife is Acadian, and I have proudly
served the Acadian people. I will continue to ensure that Acadia
and francophones in the Atlantic region continue to flourish, just
like francophones in minority situations across Canada.

Today, however, 1 would like to highlight how Bill C-13 will
support the French language in Quebec. The bill contains measures
that will benefit French-speaking Quebeckers, and francophones
everywhere, of course.

One of the guiding principles in the development of the bill was
to ensure that the French language is protected and promoted
throughout Canada, including Quebec. This commitment is written
in black and white in the proposed preamble to the Official Lan-
guages Act, as well as in the proposed new legislation that will
guide private businesses.

I therefore welcome the new use of French in federally regulated
private businesses act, which is specifically focused on Quebec.
This act is designed to protect and promote French as a language of
work and a language of service in relation to federally regulated
private businesses in Quebec and, of course, in other francophone
regions outside of Quebec later on.

Quebeckers will benefit directly from this new legislation, espe-
cially when they are doing business with banks, postal and courier
services, telecommunications companies, and companies in the air,
rail and marine transportation industries, to name just a few.

Francophone workers at these companies in Quebec will have
the right to be hired in French, to work in French and to communi-
cate with their employers in French.
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Bill C-13 would also protect and promote French in each
province and territory, including Quebec. This bill contains mean-
ingful positive measures to protect French in Quebec and all across
Canada.

What might a positive measure look like for the francophone ma-
jority in Quebec?

Federal institutions could, for example, consider providing sup-
port for the creation and dissemination of scientific knowledge in
French. We are proposing this strengthened measure as a way to
support the development and promotion of French culture across
Canada, including in Quebec.

Also, let us not forget that the bill strengthens the Treasury
Board's powers and imposes new obligations on it that will lead to
improvements to the Government of Canada's compliance regard-
ing the use of French as the language of communication and service
in Quebec, in the national capital region, and across Canada.

As a central institution, the Treasury Board will have a central
role to play. That was one of the requests from stakeholders. The
Treasury Board will coordinate between the federal government
and federal institutions to ensure compliance and the necessary
planning to achieve the great dream of modernizing Canada's offi-
cial languages policy.

These are major steps forward for the French language in
Canada. They are making the people in my riding proud, and I
know people throughout Quebec and across Canada feel the same
way. We are proud of this fantastic modernization bill, this imple-
mentation of our vision for Canada's official languages.

These measures will provide tangible benefits for the people of
my riding of Gatineau. These measures will help promote the
French language across Canada and help promote Canada as a fran-
cophone country around the world.

® (1600)

Ms. Marilyn Gladu (Sarnia—Lambton, CPC): Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to thank the hon. member for his speech.

[English]

He talked about the Treasury Board and how the Treasury Board
is going to have the responsibility over all the departments to make
sure they are complying with the official languages and that they
will be the ones with the plans. How do we make sure that the Trea-
sury Board, which has a lot of different priorities, keeps this as a
priority?

Also, what will the Minister of Official Languages be doing
then?

[Translation]

Hon. Steven MacKinnon: Mr. Speaker, the bill explicitly men-
tions a coordinating role.

With respect to the question about how to make sure that the
Treasury Board does its job, I will answer that that job will be en-
shrined in an act, that there will also be regulations, and that the
Treasury Board will obviously have the resources it needs to carry

Government Orders

out the legal mandate that Parliament is, I hope, preparing to be-
stow upon it.

The Minister of Official Languages, who is an extremely impor-
tant and influential minister in the government, will carry out the
necessary coordination, because Canadian Heritage, the Office of
the Commissioner of Official Languages, and the Treasury Board
will each have a role to play.

A coordinating role is needed to make sure the job gets done.

Mr. Xavier Barsalou-Duval (Pierre-Boucher—Les Patri-
otes—Vercheéres, BQ): Mr. Speaker, I must say that I found the
speech made by the hon. member across the aisle incredibly diffi-
cult to listen to. I would even go so far as to say that I was insulted
by the cheery tone he used when speaking about the bill.

If T understand the bill properly, it is business as usual, compar-
ing francophones in Quebec to minority francophones in the rest of
Canada. We get peanuts, and then we are told that we should be as
happy as they are. In reality, the bill contains a poison pill that al-
lows the government to evade a large portion of Quebec's Bill 96.

I really do not understand how the hon. member across the aisle
can take such a cheery, carefree, happy-go-lucky tone when his bill
is actually harmful, at least to Quebeckers.

Will the hon. member across the aisle admit that his government
is treating Quebeckers like dummies?

® (1605)

Hon. Steven MacKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I am confused by the
question.

For the first time in the history of official languages, we are in-
cluding concrete measures to promote and protect the French lan-
guage in Quebec. I do not need a lesson from the Bloc Québécois
on how to protect linguistic minorities in Canada. These are com-
munities that the Bloc does not even know and that it is ignoring.

The Bloc thinks that these communities are on their last legs, but
we in government have been taking measures for decades to ensure
the vitality of the French language from one end of our big, bilin-
gual country to the other.

[English]

Ms. Heather McPherson (Edmonton Strathcona, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, my colleague will know that in Edmonton Strathcona we
have a large francophone population, and we are home to the only
francophone campus in western Canada, Campus Saint-Jean. |
know that the government has failed in its obligations, as found by
the Federal Court of Appeal twice, by not meeting its obligations to
French speakers outside of Quebec and not protecting minority lan-
guage rights.

We have seen our Alberta government not support Campus
Saint-Jean. We have seen the federal government step up to provide
that support. However, what else can the federal government do to
make sure that provinces like Alberta provide those French-lan-
guage teachers that are required?
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Hon. Steven MacKinnon: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the hon. member for her question. I was involved in French educa-
tion and in education in minority communities for almost all of my
career, and I am truly thrilled that the Government of Canada is tak-
ing responsibility in this area and providing considerable funding
for post-secondary education in French across Canada.

I myself went to one of those institutions, the University of
Moncton, and I am very proud of it. I know that the college she
mentioned and colleges across Canada will continue to get support
from the Government of Canada.

Mr. Richard Lehoux (Beauce, CPC): Mr. Speaker, I will be
sharing my time with my colleague from Sarnia—Lambton.

I am pleased to be standing here in the House today to share my
concerns about Bill C-13, an act to amend the Official Languages
Act, with my colleagues. I have heard a lot of discussion about it,
and I have reached certain conclusions.

The French language has been in constant decline in Canada for
many years now. The enforcement of the act is weak. It is therefore
important to improve the act, but does this bill go far enough? It
merely makes amendments to the act, when it seems like a full
overhaul is needed.

I recently had the honour of being appointed to the Standing
Committee on Official Languages. It is great to work with my col-
leagues and to hear what witnesses have to say about various topics
concerning our two official languages.

There appears to be a consensus. What I keep hearing is that
there is a lack of accountability on the part of the government when
it comes to protecting the French language in federal institutions.
There should be a mechanism for assessing its effectiveness, and
there should be an obligation to compile results.

One thing struck me when the committee heard from the Minis-
ter of Official Languages about a week ago. We were talking about
how to attract more francophone immigrants to our country, and
our party asked numerous questions.

The department's way of doing things always seems very compli-
cated. Like many departments, this one has numerous relationships
with other departments, but there does not seem to be a clear direc-
tion. The questions were often referred to the Department of Cana-
dian Heritage, the Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat or the De-
partment of Justice. It was never easy to figure out who was driving
the bus.

It took the Liberals six years to table an official languages bill.
The bill does not contain all of the reforms that many of us would
have liked to see, and it seems to be almost symbolic, since very
little will be done on the ground. In my opinion, we need to go far-
ther. The French language is still on the decline in this country, and
I believe that we can give this bill more teeth.

I hope that the government is prepared to work with the official
opposition to improve the bill. We already know that it is prepared
to work with the NDP, but will it also consider amendments pro-
posed by the Conservatives and the Bloc Québécois?

The Conservatives acknowledge the decline of French in Que-
bec, as well as in the rest of Canada. We will always fight for Cana-
dian language rights in both languages, because we understand how
important they are.

Let me share a few personal experiences. I come from the riding
of Beauce. I was born there and lived there all my life. I must admit
that, growing up, I did not speak English very often. I often wished
I could speak more English but, because of my environment, it was
not always easy.

In various business dealings and on frequent trips across the bor-
der to Maine, New Hampshire or Vermont, it was always clear to
me that I needed to improve my English. My colleagues will be
pleased to learn that I am taking English classes three times a week.
I am still improving my English. That does not mean that I am al-
ways confident when I use it in everyday life, but I work hard at it.

When I come to Ottawa, our national capital, I find that, away
from Parliament Hill, it is extremely difficult to get any service at
all in French. When I go to Montreal, I note that a lot of people are
speaking English and that French seems to be disappearing at a
rapid rate.

® (1610)

My daughter has lived in three Canadian provinces, but she and
her family recently moved from Alberta to New Brunswick, which
is fully bilingual. I was very surprised to hear that it is just as hard
to receive services in French in New Brunswick, a province that ev-
eryone knows is bilingual, as it is in Alberta. We can really see that
the French language is in decline.

I would like to congratulate and thank all of the organizations
that are working hard to maintain various services in French, start-
ing with French-language schools in different Canadian provinces,
and the parents who fight daily to make sure that these services
continue to be available. It is thanks to them that my grandchildren
were able to continue learning French for the 14 years they lived in
Alberta.

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Asso-
ciation canadienne-frangaise de I'Alberta, the ACFA, for its hard
work. Thanks to them, parents who want their children to learn
French have a chance to do so, and they have access to French-lan-
guage activities in their community. These activities are extremely
important if we want to socialize in French and prevent assimila-
tion. That is what is going on in several provinces.

For example, I would like to talk about my assistant, a proud
Franco-Ontarian born and raised here in Ottawa. He was able to go
to elementary and high school entirely in French and he always
used his French a lot. However, when we met for his interview, his
French was a little rusty. He said he had hardly used it since getting
his diploma because he does not have French-speaking friends or
access to services in French. Nowadays, he often tells me how
lucky he feels to be working in both official languages. He redis-
covered his love for the French language.
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All this is to say that the French language is very fragile, and we
must protect it. One sure sign of the times emerged in recent weeks
when the ministers of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship and
Environment and Climate Change participated in press conferences
and technical briefings in English only. That is unacceptable; I
know both of them are bilingual. I think it is extremely important
that these ministers speak to all Canadians, including journalists, in
both official languages.

Now I would like to talk about the federal public service, whose
departments are responsible for hiring staff. The Commissioner of
Official Languages condemned the federal public service's lack of
leadership. Everything is fine on Parliament Hill, but if we take a
closer look at certain departments, French is barely used in many
offices across the country.

I could explain the challenges my staff face when they try to get
answers from Service Canada or IRCC in French. Wait times are al-
ways longer because of the lack of bilingual workers. Does the gov-
ernment think it is appropriate that my staff members sometimes
have to choose English when they call so that they can close a file
in a timely manner?

We need to do more. That is why we hope to give this bill more
teeth.

As a final point, I would like to comment on the study currently
being done by the Standing Committee on Official Languages on
how to attract and, more importantly, retain more francophone im-
migrants to Canada.

I will spare the House and not give too many numbers. The gov-
ernment has never managed to reach its infamous target of 4.5%
francophone immigration. The fact that less than 2% of franco-
phone immigrants are settling in francophone minority communi-
ties speaks volumes.

In conclusion, we still have a lot of work to do. I look forward to
hearing all the suggestions from my colleagues on this matter. This
is not a partisan issue, and we need to work together to bring in the
best possible legislation in order to improve the lives of all Canadi-
ans and future Canadians.

I am a proud francophone, and I am ready to work quickly on
this bill in committee with my colleagues. I hope we can come up
with some excellent amendments.

® (1615)

Mr. Darrell Samson (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Veterans Affairs and Associate Minister of National Defence,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my colleague from
Beauce for his speech.

I certainly agree that the Beauce region is very beautiful. I have
been there a few times. It is well known for its trade schools. I
would like to commend them for their work.

I must tell my colleague that the modernization of the Official
Languages Act contains some extremely important elements that
stakeholders and organizations across Canada have asked for, in
particular an immigration policy that will restore the numbers to
their previous levels and increase growth.
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I know that my colleague was not here at the time, but during the
nine years that the Conservatives were in power, investments de-
clined under their road map. Even today, I do not think his party is
in favour of appointing bilingual Supreme Court justices.

Mr. Richard Lehoux: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague oppo-
site for the question and for his kind words about Beauce. I invite
him to visit when he has the chance. I would be happy to have him.

Yes, this bill does contain some important measures. I look for-
ward to studying it thoroughly in committee.

In the two weeks I have been on the committee, I have also heard
from a number of organizations who tell me that the bill is not
enough and that it lacks teeth, so I think it can be improved. The
bill does propose some worthwhile measures but it also needs to in-
clude specific points of measurement.

® (1620)

Ms. Sylvie Bérubé (Abitibi—Baie-James—Nunavik—Eeyou,
BQ): Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my colleague for his nice
speech.

We also recognize the progress made with respect to the promo-
tion and protection of the French language in francophone commu-
nities outside Quebec. However, we still believe that, even in these
communities, we can do better. Despite its recognition of the mi-
nority status of French, the federal vision has not changed. Within
the meaning of the act, they are two minorities: one in Canada and
one outside Quebec.

Is it that francophones are in a minority situation and require spe-
cial protection, except for the francophones in Quebec?

What are my colleague's thoughts on that?

Mr. Richard Lehoux: Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague for her
question.

The whole issue around the protection of the French language in
Quebec is important. However, what I wanted to talk about today is
the importance of supporting francophone communities across
Canada.

I have had several opportunities to meet with various members of
the Franco-Albertan association, among others. The difficulties
these people face every day are really a major problem. The whole
issue that I briefly raised, but that I hope to have time to address in
committee, concerns assimilation. Right now, francophone immi-
grants are arriving in other Canadian provinces, but they are being
assimilated much faster. This is a significant worry.

In Quebec, we should definitely have the same concerns, but per-
haps in a different way.

Mr. Taylor Bachrach (Skeena—Bulkley Valley, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, I thank my colleague for his speech.



4128

COMMONS DEBATES

April 6, 2022

Government Orders
[English]

I hope one day to be able to debate functionally in this important
language.

The last revision of the Official Languages Act was in 1988, and
the member noted in his speech that it has taken the Liberals six
years in power to bring forward official languages legislation. His
party was in power for 10 years prior to 2015. I am wondering if he
could help us understand why the Conservative Party did not bring
forward similar legislation earlier.

[Translation]

Mr. Richard Lehoux: Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my colleague’s
question, especially since it paves the way for part of the answer.

The last change to the Official Languages Act was made by a
Conservative government. | think we need to put things in perspec-
tive. Yes, changes are necessary. We have been talking about it
more and more for the past six years. I hope that we will end up
with a bill that meets the expectations of all Canadians.

Ms. Marilyn Gladu (Sarnia—Lambton, CPC): Mr. Speaker, [
am pleased to rise to speak to Bill C-13 to modernize the Official
Languages Act.

Let me be very clear at the outset. French is very important to
Canada. When I was young, from my first year of school through to
high school, I took French. It was mandatory. I think that is proba-
bly why I can speak French today.

I also worked in Quebec for 15 years. It was a great experience
for learning the language. When I arrived here on Parliament Hill, I
took French classes again, twice a week. It helped me improve my
French and taught me parliamentary terms like “bill”, “second read-
ing”, “clerk” and so on. That is exactly the kind of training we need
across the country if we really want to be bilingual from coast to
coast to coast.

However, that is not currently the case. In most provinces and
territories, there are populations of francophones and francophiles,
but the language of business is that of the majority, in other words,
English. The francophone population is declining even in Quebec,
and we need francophone immigration. That is the current reality.

How can we increase the proportion of francophones in Quebec
and in the rest of Canada? How can we protect the culture? Now
Bill C-13 has been introduced, a bill that attempts to improve the
situation in the federal domain.

Sarnia-Lambton was given the designation of francophone riding
in Ontario. We have 8,000 francophones and francophiles. I am
very proud to provide services in both official languages at my of-
fice. However, there is a lack of services in French in other sectors.

When I was a member of the Standing Committee on Official
Languages, a study was conducted on the situation of the franco-
phonie in Canada. I heard witnesses say that there is a lack of legal
services and virtually no access to university programs in French.
These testimonies are similar to those I received at the Standing
Committee on the Status of Women during various studies. For ex-
ample, the only midwifery program in French outside Quebec was
cancelled. There is also a lack of legal services in French for mili-

tary women who experience sexual harassment. That is unaccept-
able.

To correct the situation, training needs to be provided in French
and English everywhere. This bill, however, does not address that
need. I hope that the government will work with the provinces and
territories to put enough training in place, starting with training for
young people.

We also need legislation. Bill C-13 will clarify the demand for
French in every federally regulated office and business. That is a
good thing. However, if people do not obey the law, then what?
That is the problem.

The Commissioner of Official Languages does not have the pow-
er to penalize anyone who violates the act. In committee, he told us
that there are several cases of non-compliance. He has the resources
to investigate, but the consequences are not very severe. Thus, the
problem persists.

Today, we see government ministers making announcements
solely in English. That is not right. However, there is no penalty.
This bill would have the commissioner work for Treasury Board
and not the Minister of Official Languages.

There would finally be consequences for violating the act. These
actions fall to the Commissioner of Official Languages, but I be-
lieve that this is not clearly defined.

® (1625)

The Treasury Board Secretariat has many challenges, and I be-
lieve that official languages violations will go to the bottom of the
pile. I understand that the secretariat controls all departments, but it
has many other priorities.

How will the Minister of Official Languages know where the
problems are? What is actually her role?

I would like to make a few recommendations. First, I believe that
this bill will improve the situation at the federal level, but that is not
enough. The minister must work with the provinces and territories
to create a plan to establish training in both official languages ev-
erywhere.

Second, the Commissioner of Official Languages of Canada will
work with the Minister of Official Languages with the same powers
set out in this bill. Perhaps we could look at the possibility of penal-
izing individuals and not just businesses and departments. The
pe